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General and Physical Chemistry. 


Apparatus for Measuring the Heat of Combustion. By 
F. Fischer (Per.,* 12, 1694r-1696). 

Chemical Constitution of Amalgams of the Alkali-Metals. 
By Berthelot ( Compt . rend 89, 465). — The solution of the potas- 
sium-amalgam HgaiK, in four times its weight of mercury, absorbs 
—8*0 kilogram-degrees of heat, and in twenty times its weight, 
— 9*0 kil.-degs. The solution of the sodium-amalgam NaHgi,, in 
3 parts of mercury, absorbs —2*8 kiL-degs., and in 18 parts, —2*9. 
It may thus be concluded that the solution of definite amalgams in 
different quantities of mercury, like the solution of salts in water, 
absorbs a constant amount of heat. Only one amalgam of potassium 
and one of sodium is known in the crystallised form, bnt from experi- 
ments on the yarying quantities of heat evolved by the addition of 
potassium or of sodium to these amalgams, the author concludes that 
there are two more of each. 

The progressive addition of potassium to the amalgam Hg*K, 
evolves nearly constant quantities of heat, until an amalgam, 8*7Hg 4- 
K, is obtained; the heat evolved then varies from 8*7 to 5*?, and 
remains constant from 5*7 to 2*9. There exist, therefore, two more 
amalgams of potassium, the first having the composition HgaK, a ad 
evolving in its formation + 29*3 kil.-degs. (Hg liquid), or 4- &7‘I 
(Hg solid), the last figure being identical with that for The 

formula of the other amalgam, that richest in potaaa&iutt, cannot be 
calculated with any degree of accuracy. The progressive addition of 
sodium to the amalgam Hgi*Na, evolves constant quantities of heat 
up to 8T Na> and is also constant from 8*1 to 3*5 It is prt&abla, 

* The u Bersehte der deufceehen cfremieohaftt Qet&ttfeafr* wifi in fnfc mfr fe* ab- 
breviated to “ Ber.* 

VOL. xxxvm. 5 
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therefore, that two sodium-amalgams, HgJSTa, and Hg 7 Nho, may 
exist. C. W. W. 

Condition of Alkaline Phosphates in Aqueous Solution. 
By J. 1L van Bremmelen (J5er., 12, 1675 — 1678). — When a solution 
of trisodic phosphate is subjected to dialysis, the soda diffuses rapidly, 
and a small quantity of disodio-hydric phosphate is formed in the 
dialyser. This experiment shows that trisodic phosphate undergoes 
partial dissociation when dissolved in water. Disodio-hydric phos- 
phate, dihydro-sodic phosphate, and microcosmio salt do not dissociate 
under these circumstances. W. C. W. 


Inorganic Chemistry. 


Purification of Hydrogen. By A. Lionet ( Compt . rend., 89, 
440). — Metallic copper removes all the impurities from hydrogen, 
except hydrogen phosphide, hydrogen silicide, and hydrocarbons. 
Cuprous oxide removes all but hydrogen silicide and the hydrocarbons. 
Cupric oxide removes all but the hydrocarbons. The best form of 
cupric oxide is that precipitated by potash from a solution of cupric 
sulphate, and dried at 100°. C. W. W. 


Non-existence of Nascent Hydrogen. By D. Tommasi ( Ghem . 
Neics, 40, 171). — R* elusion of Potassivm Perchlorate . — It was found 
that when chemically pure potassium perchlorate "was submitted to the 
action of various reducing agents, giving nascent hydrogen, it did 
not undergo reduction, although it is easily transformed into chloride 
by the action of a compound which does not set hydrogen free, viz., 
sodium-hydrogen sulphite. The author asks, how can it be explained 
that this same perchlorate which undergoes no reduction by means of 
nascent hydrogen, as shown by sixteen different reactions, can be 
reduced by the hydrosren disengaged by the action of zinc on sodium- 
hydrogen sulphite. Although Wurtz declares himself to be in favour 
of the nascent state of bodies, it appears to the author unlikely that 
when hydrogen is set free by a reaction, it can be in the state of iso- 
lated atoms. It is known that copper, even when finely divided, is but 
very slightly attacked by hydrochloric acid at the ordinary tempera- 
ture, although copper hydride is decomposed very energetically. 
“ How can this fact be explained,” justly remarks Wurtz, in his Atomic 
Theory, “ if to the affinity of chlorine for copper be not added the 
affinity of the two atoms of hydrogen to form a molecule ?” This 
reasoning may be said to apply equally to all the reactions producing 
hydrogen; for example, we know that by the action of hydrochloric 
acid on zinc, there neither is nor can be any hydrogen in the state of 
isolated atoms, as Wurtz thinks, and the special properties of nascent 
hydrogen ean be attributed only to the heat which accompanies 
hydrogen while it is being set free. It is therefore impossible to con- 
clude that hydrogen can be active only in the molecular state, as hun- 
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dreds of examples prove to ns that in many cases it is not tlie mole- 
cule of Hydrogen that acts, but its atom. 

In conclusion it is mentioned that the recent results of Gladstone 
and Tribe coincide entirely with the above hypothesis. These chemists, 
as is known, consider the different allotropic states of hydrogen as 
ordinary hydrogen in different physical conditions. D. B. 

Active Condition of Oxygen induced by Nascent Hydrogen. 
By F. Hoppe- Setler (Be/*., 12, 1551 — looo). — Every attempt to 
explain the vital processes of animals and plants necessarily implies 
the assumption of a cause whereby the oxygen is rendered active. 
Hydrogen is evolved in the free state only when oxygen is not present ; 
and most curiously, in presence of oxygen, nascent hydrogen leads to 
energetic oxidation of any oxi disable substance which may happen to 
be present. This is specially the case with ferments. The author has 
proved the fact by two very striking: examples. The alloy of palla- 
dium with hydrogen discovered by Graham, when placed in oxygen, 
gives rise to water, owing to combination of the hydrogen of the alloy 
with the oxygen. This, of course, is well known, but it is not so well 
known that if indigo be present it is decolorised, and then destroyed ; 
that a mixture of starch with potassium iodide is first turned blue, and 
that the starch is then completely oxidised ; that ammonia is oxidised 
to ammonium nitrite ; that benzene is oxidised to phenol : and that 
toluene yields benzoic acid. Perhaps a still more remarkable instance 
is the oxidation of rock-oil by metallic sodium in presence of the small 
quantity of a‘qneous vapour which comes in contact with it. The pro- 
ducts appear to be acetic and caproic acid, and perhaps butvnc acid; 
and the hard crust which forms round sodium, when it is kept under 
rock-oil, is really a product of oxidation of the oil, and in fact may be 
made to yield a number of the higher members of the fatty acid series 
It thus appears to be the case that when nascent hydrogen acts on 
oxygen, it renders the latter gas also nascent, or at least active. 

\V . R. 

Is Ozone produced during the Atmospheric Oxidation of 
Phosphorus P By C> T. Kxngzett {Clem. Xeirs, 40, 96). — It is 
Generally believed that ozone is produced during the atmospheric 
oxidation of phosphorus, but the author considers it to he improbable 
that ozone is formed by the aerial oxidation of phosphorus, considering 
the constitution of ozone. Moreover, as peroxide of hydrogen is the 
only known agent which resembles ozone in its general properties, 
and it is known that hydrogen peroxide is produced in various pro- 
cesses of slow oxidation, it would seem likely that it is this substance 
which is produced in connection with the oxidation of phosphorus. In 
addition to various objections which the author has pointed out to 
viewing the active agent produced in the atmospheric oxidation of tur- 
pentine as ozone, there are many considerations which lead to the con- 
clusion that the active agent is peroxide of hydrogen. 

There is no known process of slow oxidation which has been esta- 
blished to produce ozone. In various writings on this subject 
observers have always relied on properties which are common to ozone 
and hydrogen peroxide, and have never instituted volumetric inves- 

b 2 
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ti gat ions. which are alone sufficient to decide the question. On the 
other hand, several processes of slow oxidation are known, in which 
peroxide of hydrogen is formed, as for instance, those relating to ether 
and the terpenes ; and it is thought that as hydrogen peroxide is formed 
in each of these cases as a secondary product, due to the action of water 
on a peroxide, so also the oxidation of phosphorus by air gives rise to 
an oxide which generates peroxide of hydrogen hy contact with water. 

In conclusion, the author mentions that until it has been proved 
that the active agent produced in the aerial oxidation of phosphorus 
has the volumetric relations of ozone, such very decided statements as 
are to be found in chemical text-books shonld not be made. D. B. 

New Method of forming Hyponitrites and Hydroxylamine. 
By W. Zorn (Ber., 12, 1509 — 1511). — This consists in the electrolysis 
of a nitrite, using mercury electrodes. Thorpe describes an experiment 
in which he parsed a current from platinum electrodes through a solu- 
tion of potassium nitrite, and at the negative pole only hydrogen was 
evolved. On using mercury electrodes, however, if the current is 
stopped as soon as ammonia begins to be evolved, the liquid, after 
neutralisation and addition of silver nitrate, gives a copious precipitate 
of silver hyponitrite. In this reduction, hydroxylamine is also formed, 
and it is "necessary to remove it from the solution by preoipitation 
with mercurie oxide, before adding silver nitrate to precipitate the 
hyponitrous acid. Four Bunsen’s elements are sufficient for this reac- 
tion; it is recommended as an advantageous method of preparing 
hyponitrites. W. R. 

Experiments tending to show the Non-elementary Charac- 
ter of Phosphorus, By 2S\ Lockteb (Oomjjt rend., 89, 514). — 
Phosphorus heated in a tube with copper gives a gas exhibiting the 
spectrum of hydrogen ; heated alone, phosphorus gives no gas. Phos- 
phorus at the negative pole of a battery in a tube-apparatus (of which 
a drawing is given), gives a large quantity of gas which shows the 
spectrum of hydrogen, and is not phosphoretted hydrogen. 

c. w. w. 

Compounds of Hydraeids with Ammonia. By E. J. Mau- 
;itXE (Cornet, rend., 89, 5U6). — In the preparation of ammonium 
bulphide, the hydrogen sulphide which passes through the first bottle 
carries ammonia v ith it, and colourless crystals are deposited in the 
connecting tube. These crystals have the composition NH 3 .HS. When 
they are added to strong "aqueous ammonia at 0°, colourless crystals 
are deposited in a few hours having the composition (NH 3 )jHS. 

The author imagines the existence of two series of ammonium- 
compounds containing respectively excess of ammonia and excess of 
liydiogen sulphide, 1 mol. of one of the constituents being united 
with (2, - 1) molecules of the other. Members of one series may 
unite with members of the other series, producing compounds like 
HS(NH 3 )i 5 . 2 [(Hrf) 7 NH 3 ] = (HS) J5 (K‘H 3 ) 1 7 , which might be mistaken 
for (NHJHS. 

The compounds of ammonia with hydrochloric acid present analogies 
with the above compounds. 0. W. W. 
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Oxygen-acids of Sulphur. By E. J. T&xmvsi iCcmjt. rewi., 
89, 422). — The action of iodine on barium thiosulphate gives rise to 
tetrathionic acid, as observed by Fordos and Grelis, but seven other 
acids should be produced, according to the proportions of iodine and 
thiosulphate employed. The acids, H0S2O4 and HoSgO^ have been 
obtained. The latter is prepared by mixing 3 mols. of barium thio- 
sulphate and 2 atoms of iodine. The mixture becomes colourless in 
three or four days. It is then filtered through cotton- wool, and the 
crystals remaining behind are washed with alcohol. They are then 
pure and have the composition BaS 6 CV, with. silver nitrate, this salt 
gives a white precipitate, turning black, and the liquid at the same 
time becomes acid. The sodium salt crystallises in large, colourless, 
very soluble crystals, containing a large quantity of water. 

0 . V. w. 

Basicity of Dithionic Acid. By H. Kolbe (J. jpr; Cltenu [2], 
19, 435 — 487). — As the author has been unable to obtain an acid salt 
of this acid or a nentral salt containing two bases, he doubts the cor- 
rectness of the usnally accepted view of the bibasicity of this acid, 
and is now inclined to the original supposition of Berzelius that it is 
a monobasic acid, and is represented by the formula S0 2 OH. In fact, 
that it contains the radicle S0 2 , but nnited with only one atom of 
hydroxyl, that is, joined with only one atom of hydrogen by one atom 
of oxygen. On this supposition sulphur must exist in this acid as a 
pentad. 

That the radicle sulphoxyl (S0 2 ) may exist as a dyad in sulphuric 
acid, and as a monad in dithionie acid, appears to the author to be not 
more improbable than the tetrad and dyad atomicities of tin in stannic 
and stannous compounds. A. J. C. 

Behaviour of Calcium Oxide -with Carbonic Anhydride. By 
K. Bimbauji and iL 3 Iahtt (Ber., 12, 1547 — 1561). — The object of the 
experiments described in this paper was to ascertain at what tempera- 
ture calcium oxide begins to absorb carbonic anhydride, and at what 
temperature calcium carbonate begins to dissociate. It was found 
that the lowest temperature at which absorption takes place is the 
melting point of zinc, 415*3°, and that the carbonate dissociates par- 
tially at that temperature, although dissociation begins at a much 
lower one. The amount of anhydride absorbed by the oxide is about 
half an equivalent. W\ 3L 

Calcium Phosphite. By R.. Bother (Pharm. J. Trans . [3], 10, 
286). — By adding sugar to a solution of calcium hypophosphite, the 
latter is precipitated, a circumstance which is generally unknown, and 
hence it is highly probable that a dense syrup of the mixed hypophos- 
phites contains little if any calcium salt. In the presence of iron, a 
precipitate is also formed ; the proportion of sugar, however, has no 
share in this change.. Ferric hypophosphite, when contained in such 
a sugar, is said to revert easily to the ferrous form, and it was found 
that the ferrous salt readily oxidises even iaou the presence of sugar, 
forming the dark green and very soluble ferroso-f errio hypophosphite. 
Ferric hypophosphite occurs in several modifications, of which the crys- 
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talline variety is almost insoluble in hypophosphorous acid, and lienee 
it is this compound which deposits from the syrup. It was attempted 
to regenerate this sediment by reducing it to the ferrous condition by 
the intervention of sulphurous acid. However, the latter was de- 
composed into sulphuric acid, sulphur, and oxygen, which reacted 
with the hypophosphorous acid of the sediment, and converted it 
into phosphorous acid. When solutions of calcium hypophosphite and 
sodium sulphite are mixed, calcium sulphite is precipitated, which is 
redissolved by hydrochloric acid, no further reaction setting in until 
both the hypophosphorous and sulphurous acids are entiiely freed by 
the addition of euongh hydrochloric acid. The solution, after filtering 
off the sulphur, yields, on the addition of ammonia, a crystalline pre- 
cipitate of calcium phosphite. The latter, however, contains less than 
half of the phosphorous acid generated, owing to the fact that hypo- 
phosphorous acid is monobasic, whilst phosphorous acid is dibasic, and 
also that a small loss of calcium is incurred as sulphate. By treating 
the liquid filtered from the sulphur with calcium carbonate, a much 
larger amount of phosphite is thrown down than with ammonia. The 
addition of a solution of calcium chloride to the filtrate causes a further 
precipitation of phosphite, which becomes more distinctly crystalline, 
and subsides more rapidly when a very little ammonia has been added 
to the precipitate. 

Calcium phosphite is a white crystalline pow der, which when heated 
in a test-tube evolves spontaneously inflammable hydrogen phosphide 
accompanied by slight detonations. At a certain temperature, it sud- 
denly becomes incandescent, and leaves a residue of calcium phos- 
phate. D. B. 

Zircomum Derivatives. Bv S. R. Patkull (Ber., 12, 1719).— 
The moist hydrated oxide, ZrO(OH) a , absorbs carbonic anhydride 
from the atmosphere. By treating zirconium sulphate with the 
hydrate, one amorphous and two crystal! ino basic salts were obtained, 
viz., ZrOj.SQa-bsAq, 3Zr0 2 .4S03-j-15H_0, and 6Zr0 a .7S03+19H20. 
The sulphate forms with pot lssiuin sulphate basic double salts, e.p., 
K a 0 a S0 2 +2(Zr0.O a .S0,)4*14H,0. W. C. W. 

Researches on Erbia. By Lecoq be Boisbaedrak ( Oompt . rend^ 
89, 516J. — The author examined the spectrum of erbia from various 
sources, and with one exception the spectra thus obtained exhibited 
identical lines of the same intensity. The exception was the erbia 
derived from samarsHte. The principal differences were that with 
samarfckite-erbia, the ray in the green, X = 536*3, is much more in- 
tense that tbe ray X = 540 ‘9, whilst in the other erbias the difference 
is but slight ; and the line in the red, X = 640*4, is as strong, or 
stronger, than X = 653*4: whereas in the other erbias, the line 
X = 653*4 is much stronger than X = 640*4. 

Two specimens of erbia were taken, one nearly pure, giving the 
normal spectrum, the other from samarskite, and containing a large 
quantity of yttria. On fractionation by means of ammonia and sub- 
sequently by potassium. or sodium sulphate, a portion was obtained 
from the first which gave a spectrum resembling that of the second, 
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and a portion was obtained from the second giving a spectrum like 
that of the first. 

The anthor is continuing this research. 0. W. W. 

Two New Elements in Erbia. By P. T. Cleve (Compt. rend., 
89, 478). — In attempting to obtain pure erbia, the author was led to 
suspect the existence of two other earths in the erbia obtained. The 
mixture was therefore fractionated, and the different fractions ex- 
amined spectroscopically. It was found that, in addition to bands 
common to all, one band X = 6840 was strong in the residues rich in 
ytterbia, and wanting in those containing yttria and erbia, whilst two 
others, X — 6400 and 5360, were strong in the yttria and ytterbia 
residues. 

The colour of the fraction treated for ytterbia was a violet-rose, 
whilst the yttria fraction had an orange tint. 

The metal characterised by the first band, X = 6840, the author pro- 
poses to name thulium ; it would have an atomic weight of about 113 
(the oxide being TmO). Pure erbia, to which must be attributed the 
common hands, has probably an atomic weight of 110 — 111. Its oxide 
has a clear rese colour. The third metal, hohnium, is characterised by 
the hands X = 64u0 and 5360 : it should have an atomic weight less 
than 108 ; its oxide seems to be yellow. 0. W. W. 

Spectra of the Earths of the Yttria-group. By J. L. Soret 
(Compt rend., 89, 521). — The author considers that the new earth, 
hohnia , discovered by Cieve, is identical with an earth discovered by 
Delafontaine and XIarignac, whose absorption-spectrum was described 
by himself ( Compt . rend., April 29, 1878), and to which Delafontaine 
gave the name philtppia. Cleve’s holmium is characterised by two 
bands X = 640 and X = 536, and these two belong likewise to philip- 
pium, which is characterised by several other bands. 

Cleve’s second earth, thulia , is characterised by a red ray X = 684. 
The author claims to have indicated the existence of this element also 
{Arch. Sci ., 63, 99). Marignac also showed the probable existence of 
this earth in the products rich in philippia and having a low equiva- 
lent. C. W. W. 

Scandium. By P. T. Cleve ( Oompt . rend., 89, 419). — This metal 
occurs only in gadolinite (0*002 to 0*003 per cent.) and yttrotitanite 
(0*005 per cent.). Scandium forms but one oxide, scandia, Sc^Oj ; the 
composition of which is proved by that of potassium scandium oxalate, 
and of the double sulphates of scandium with the sulphates of potas- 
sium and with ammonium. 8 to 10 grams of scandium oxide, having 
a molecular weight of 106, agreeing with the number obtained by 
Nilson, yielded, by repeated decompositions of its nitrate, about 1 gram 
of a white oxide. This was converted into sulphate, and 1*451 grams 
of this sulphate yielded 0*5293 gram of scandium oxide. 

The atomic weight of the metal is therefore 44*91, and the mole- 
cular weight of the oxide, considered as ScO, is 45*94 (? 60*91 = 
44*91 + 16), differing greatly from the lowest number found by 
Nilson, viz., 105*83. The author considers that this is due to a large 
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admixture of ytterbia in Nil son’s scandia. The atomic weight, as 
determined by the decomposition of the nitrate, is 45*12. The atomic 
weight of scandium may therefore be taken as 45. 

Stand nun oAide or Scandia , ScA, is a light, white, infusible powder 
of sp. gr. 3*8, resembling magnesia ; it is scarcely soluble even in 
strong acids, but more so than alumina. Sulphuric acid converts it 
into a bulky white mass of sulphate ; hydrochloric acid dissolves the 
oxide more easily than nitric acid. 

Sc indium hydrate is a bulky white precipitate, drying tip to semi- 
transparent fragments. It does not absorb carbonic acid from the 
air, is insoluble in ammonia or in potash, and does not decompose 
ammonium salts v hen heated with them. 

Scandium salts are colourless or white, aud have an acid, astringent 
taste, very different from the sweet taste of the salts of the yttrium 
metals. The sulphate does not form distinct crystals; the nitrate, 
oxalate, acetate, and formate, are crystallisable. The chloride ex- 
hibits the following reactions : — It gives no spectrum when heated in 
a gas flame. Potash and ammonia produce bulky white precipitates, 
insoluble in excess; tartaric acid prevents the precipitation by 
ammonia in the cold, but on heating an abundant precipitate falls. 
Sodium carbonate gives a precipitate, soluble m excess. Sulphuretted 
hydrogen produces no change ; ammonium sulphide precipitates the 
hydrate. Sodium orthophosphate gives a gelatinous precipitate. Oxalic 
acid gives a curdy precipitate, quickly becoming crystalline ; this preci- 
pitate dissolves in strong acids, and cannot be completely reprecipitated. 
Although it appears more soluble than the oxalates of the other 
yttrium metals, it is found in the first precipitates in the fractional 
precipitation of a mixture of scandiom and ytterbium by oxalic acid. 
Acid potassium oxalate precipitates a crystalline double salt. Sodium 
hyposulphite precipitates a boiling solution easily, but incompletely. 
Sodium acetate behaves similarly. The sulphates of potassium and 
sodium precipitate crystalline double salts, soluble in a saturated 
solution of the precipitant. 

The author describes in a previous paper (Bull. Soo. Ohim , 31, 486) 
the chloride, nitrate, and sulphate of scandium ; the double sulphates, 
Sc^SO^EjSO* Sc,(S0 4 ) 3 .3N^S0i.l2H 2 0, Bc M (80d»(KE 4 )&0 l ; 
the double oxalate, Sc 3 (CA)3.KA0 4 .3IL0 ; the acetate, the formate, 
and selenite, 3ScA*10SeO 2 .4H 2 O. 

The existence of scandium was predicted by Mendelejeff, audits pro- 
perties described under the name of ekabor (Auwalen, Sup,, 8, 133). 
The following table shows a comparison of the observed properties of 
scandium with those predicted of ekabor . 

Supposed Characters of Ekabor . Observed Characters of Scandium . 

Atomic Weight = 44. Atomic Weight = 45. 

Ekabor should have but one Scandium forms only one oxide, 
stable oxide, Ehs0 3 , a stronger Sc 2 0*, more energetic than alu- 
base than alumina, which it mina, and less so than magnesia, 
should resemble in many respects. 

It should be less basic than mag- 
nesia. 
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Ekabor oxide sliould resemble 
yttria, although less basic. The se- 
paration of these two earths will be 
difficult, depending on differences 
of solubility or of basicity. 

# Oxide of ekabor is insoluble in 
alkalis; it will probably not de- 
compose ammonium salts. 

The salts should be colourless, 
and give gelatinous precipitates 
with KHO, NTa 2 COo, and HNaSO^ 

The sulphate should form a 
double salt with KoSO*, having 
the composition of alum, but not 
isomorphous with it. 

But few ekabor salts should 
crystallise well. 

The anhydrous chloride should 
be decomposed by water, giving 
off hydrochloric acid. 

The oxide is infusible and so- 
luble with difficulty in acids after 
ignition. 

The density of the oxide would 
be about 3' 5. 


Scandia is less basic than yttria, 
and their separation depends on 
differences of solubility between 
their nitrates. 

Scandium hydrate is insoluble 
in alkalis ; it does not decompose 
ammonium chloride. 

The salts are colourless, and 
give gelatinous precipitate^ with 
KHO, Na*C0 3 , and HSaSO* 

Potassium - scandium sulphate 
is anhydrous, but otherwise cor- 
responds in composition with 
alum. 

Scandium sulphate does not 
form distinct crystals, but the 
nitrate, acetate, and formate crys- 
tallise well. 

The crystallised chloride is de- 
composed by heat, giving off 
hydrochloric acid. 

The oxide is an infusible 
powder, nearly insoluble in acids 
after ignition. 

The density of the oxide = 3*8. 

c. w. w. 


Absorption of Nitrogen Dioxide by Ferrous Salts. By 
J. Gay ( Compt . rend., 89, 410). — Peligot assigned the formula 
4FeS04.N a 0 3 to the compound of nitrogen dioxide with ferrous sul- 
phate. The author finds that the composition of this body depends on 
the temperature and on the pressure of the residual nitrogen dioxide. 

At temperatures up to 8° and at the ordinary pressure, the com- 
pound formed has the formula SFeSOa.NaOi ; from 8° to 2-5°, at the 
atmospheric pressure, it has the formula 4FeSO*.N*Oj ; at tempera- 
tures above 25° nitrogen dioxide is rapidly given off, and the com- 
pound 5FeS04.N 3 0 3 is produced. 

All these compounds exhibit very marked tensions of dissociation, 
a fact which explains their decomposition in*a vacuum ; they are also 
decomposed by a current of hydrogen. 

Reducing agents, snch as ferrous oxide, reduce the nitrogen dioxide, 
a mixture of monoxide and free nitrogen being evolved, while the 
temperature rises sensibly. 0. W. W. 

Nitrosothioferrates. By J. 0. Rosexbeeg (Per. 12, 1715 — 1717). 
— By the action of potassium nitrite and ammonium sulphide on a 
ferrous salt, ftoussin {Ann. Ohim . Phys. [8], 52, 285) obtained & black 
substance, which was afterwards examined by Porczinsky (Annalm, 
126, 302), Demel (Her., 12, 461), and Pawel (M, 12, 1407). This 
is named by the author ammonium nitrowferroifaeferrate. 
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On the addition of an alkali ferrous oxide is precipitated, and 
potassium nitro^othioferrate is obtained. The free acid which is 
liberated when this salt is treated "with hydrochloric acid, combines 
with alkaline sulphides to form a red salt, to which the name nit rose - 
ferrous potassium bidphitle is given. 

Salts corresponding with each of the two first-mentioned acids have 
been prepared. They are all converted into nitroprussides by tbe action 
of potassium cyanide. W. C. W. 

Potassium and Amm onium Ferric Chromates. By C. 
Hjdnsgex ( Ber ., 12, 1656 — 1658). — These salts separate out in dark-red 
plates containing 4 mols. H 3 0 [K or NH 4 ], when a solution containing 
ferric chloride and ammonium or potassium dichromate, is slowly 
evaporated. They have the formula K 3 Cr04.Fe2(Cr04) 3 .4H a 0. The 
ammonium salt is decomposed by cold water and also by the action of 
heat. W. C. W. 

Contributions to the Chemistry of the Chromammonium- 
eomponnds. By S. AT. Jorgensen (/. pr. Ghem. [2], 20, 105—145. 
— I. Chloropurpureo-chromium Salts. — The starting point for these 
salts is the chloride, C] 2 (Cr 2 10NH 3 )Cl4- This is prepared by reducing 
violet chromic chloride in a stream of pure dry hydrogen, at a red 
heat, and adding it to a solution of ammonium chloride in strong 
ammonia (25 grams Cr 2 Cl6 reduced to Cr 2 Clu 90 grams NH4GI, 
0*5 litre ammonia). Air is then passed through the blue liquid until 
oxidation is complete. Two litres of crude hydrochloric acid are 
added, and the mixture is boiled for some minutes, during which 
chloropnrpureo-chromium chloride separates as a carmine-coloured 
powder. The crude chloride is v, ashed with a mixture of equal volumes 
of hydrochloric acid and water, dissolved in very weak sulphuric 
acid, and filtered into a great excess of strong cold hydrochloric acid. 
The resulting precipitate is boiled with hydrochloric acid, and washed 
first with a mixture of acid and water, then with alcohol, and 
finally dried iu the air at the ordinary temperature. This chloride is 
also a bye-product in preparing Cleve’s tetramine chloride by the 
following process : — Ammonium dichromate is reduced by boiliug with 
hydrochloric acid and alcohol, and after addition of ammonium 
chloride the liquid is evaporated to dryness. The dry residne is then 
dissolved in strong ammonia ; strong hydrochloric acid is added, and 
the crystals which are deposited on standing are washed first with a 
mixture of equal parts of hydrochloric acid and water until free from 
ammonium chloride, then with water, and finally dried. It consists 
of a mixture. of chromium-tetramine chloride and chloropurpureo 
chloride. This mixture must be protected from the action of light 
during the remaining operations. It is dissolved in cold water, and 
shaken with a solution of one part of ammonium sulphate in five parts 
of water. The tetramine chlorosulphate precipitates in crystals; 
the filtrate containing the purpareochloride is mixed with hydrosilico- 
fiuoric acid, and gives a precipitate of chloropurpureo-chromium silico- 
flnoride. After being washed, it is treated with dilate hydrochloric 



INORGANIC CHEMISTRY. 


11 


acid, to reconvert it into chloride; after reprecipitation with strong 
acid and washing, first with dilute acid and then with alcohol, it is 
quite pure. The two salts may also be separated by taking advantage 
of the insolubilityof the compound Ol*(Cr 2 10NEC3)(Hg3C3 8 )2, produced 
by adding mercuric chloride to the mixture. The mercury-compound 
after washing is easily reconverted into the chloride by treatment 
with hydrochloric acid. 

C hloropnrpureo- c h romium chloride is a red crystalline powder, of a 
purer red colour than the corresponding cobalt-compound. It appears 
to crystallise in oetohedra of sp. gr. 1*687. It dissolves in 154 parts 
of water at 16°, and forms a violet-red solution, which, on exposure to 
light, deposits chromium hydrate. When it is kept, even in the dark, 
or boiled, roseoehromium chloride is produced. It gives the follow- 
ing reactions : — With sodium hypochlorite, nitrogen is evolved, and 
the chromium is oxidised to chromic acid. Its solution gives a preci- 
pitate with strong hydrochloric acid, owing to the insolubility of the 
chloride in acid. With hydrobromic acid, it gives a crystalline preci- 
pitate of the bromide, and with solid potassium iodide one of the 
iodide. When boiled with potassium cyanide, it turns yellow. Strong 
nitric acid precipitates the chloro-nitrate. Hydrosilicofluoric add 
throws down the red crystalline chlorosilicofluoride. Platinic chloride 
precipitates, even from a very dilute solution, the ehloropurpnreo- 
chromium platinochloride. Sodium platino-bromide gives an anar 
logons precipitate. Mercuric chloride gives red needles of the double 
salt. Precipitates are also produced by potassium mei*curibromide 
and iodide, by sodium dithionate, potassium chromate, and diehromate, 
ammonium molybdate, and phosphomolybdate, and by picric and oxalic 
acids. In these respects this salt closely resemble# the analogous 
cobalt salt. On treatment with silver nitrate only four atoms of 
chlorine are removed, and the chloro-nitrate is formed. By rubbing 
the solid chloride with silver oxide and water, roseoehromium hy- 
drate is formed. It is a deep red alkaline liquid, which gives a 
yellowish-red precipitate of roseoehromium bromide with strong 
hydrobromic acid ; this, when boiled with hydrobromic acid, changes 
to bromopurpureo-chrominm bromide. In the chloro-ehloride, the 
radicle chlorine is so firmly combined that hot strong sulphuric acid 
does not expel it; the product is acid chloro-sulphate. 

Towards reducing agents, however, the chromium Beries differ in 
behaviour from the cobalt series, for the chromium is not so easily re- 
duced. With sulphuretted hydrogen, or with ammonium sulphide, 
the purpureo-cobalt-compounds give cobalt sulphide, but the parpureo- 
chromium compounds suffer no change, except the formation of a 
crystalline purpureopoly sulphide, if the ammonium sulphide contains 
much free sulphur. The cobalt salts are also reduced by potassium 
f errocyanide, whereas the chromium salts give a precipitate of ferro- 
cyanide of chloropuipureo-chromium. 

The latter part of this paper is occupied with detailed descriptions 
and analyses of numerous salts of chloropurpureo-chromium chloride, 
prepared by double decomposition. They have all a red or orange-red 
colour, and closely resemble the corresponding salts of chloropnrpuneo- 
cobalt. W* IL 
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Behaviour of Copper-Ammonium Chloride with Ferrous 
Sulphide. By TV*. F. K. Stock ( Chern . Neics, 40, 159). — In the 
course of recent experiments on the accurate determination of carbon 
in iron and steel containing much sulphur, it appeared desirable to 
ascertain definitely in what manner the reagent used fo-r the carbon 
separation acted on the iron sulphur compound, but as the composition 
of that compound is unkn own, it was thought best to experiment with 
a sulphide of known quality. The process used for the carbon separa- 
tion was AIcCreath’s method based on treating a weighed quantity of 
iron or steel with a hot concentrated solution of copper ammonium 
chloride. 

From the results, it was evident that the actions of the double cop- 
per ammonium salt upon iron carbide and upon iron sulphide were pre- 
cisely analogous, and that the method held out no hope of separation. 
It only remained to find to what extent the decomposition had pro- 
ceeded during the exposure, which was for half au hour at nearly 
boiling heat. It is shown that allowing for oxidation during washing, 
&c., it may safely be assumed that 80 per cent, of the original sul- 
phide was" decomposed by the double copper salt with liberation of the 
corresponding amount of free sulphur. 

A second experiment was made with native ferric sulphide, which 
was very finely powdered and exposed at boiling heat for over an hour 
to the copper solution, but although some free sulphur was obtained, 
the decomposition was far from complete. D. B. 

Action of the Haloid Acids on. the Sulphates of Mercury. 
By A. Ditte (A»h. CMm . Phys . [5], 17, 120 — 128). — It has been stated 
that dry hydrochloric acid gas decomposes mercuric sulphate, forming 
mercuric chloride and free sulphnric acid, and that since the chloride 
is more volatile than the acid, the former can be separated by sublima- 
tion at a suitable temperature ; and further, that hydriodic and hydro- 
cyanic acids act in a similar manner. The author shows that these 
statements are -wholly incorrect. 

.When dry hydrochloric acid is passed over mercuric sulphate at 
ordinary temperatures, no reaction ensues : on warming the sulphate, 
absorption takes place, with disengagement of heat and without forma- 
tion of water ; on heating more strongly, the product sublimes, but 
the crystals have no resemblance whatever to sublimed mercuric chlo- 
ride. An analysis of the crystals showed that their composition 
exactly corresponded with the formula HgSOi 2HC1 ; they are very 
hygrometrie, dissolving in water apparently without decomposition. 
When volatilised they do not disengage hydrochloric acid. 

Hydrobromic acid gas acts in a precisely similar manner, forming 
the compound HgSO*.2HBr. 

The body HgSO*.2HCl is likewise formed with great facility by 
gently heating a mixture of Bulphuric acid and mercuric chloride, in 
molecular proportions ; or by dissolving the neutral sulphate in hydro- 
chloric acid, and evaporating until crystals are obtained. 

The action of hydriodic acid is different; sulphuric acid decom- 
poses mercuric iodide on heating, no compound of the formula 
ifgSO*.2BI being formed. In the same manner, solution of hydriodic 
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acid in excess, partly or wholly decomposes mercnric sulphate, but no 
definite combination takes place. 

Hydrofluoric and hydrocyanic acids are without action on mercuric 
sulphate. 

Basic mercuric sulphate, turpeth mineral , acts with regard to hydro- 
chloric acid in a manner analogous to mercuric snlphate, but it ab- 
sorbs 6 molecules of HC1 for every molecule of sulphate, forming the 
compound HgSO4.2HgO.6H 01; the latter on being heated strongly, 
breaks up into the mercuric compound and mercuric chloride, 
thus : — 

HgsSO fi .6HCl = HgS04.2HCl + 2HgCl 2 + 2H a O. 

A precisely similar compound is formed by the action of either 
gaseous or liquid hydrobromie acid on turpeth mineral. J. W. 

A New Salt of an Iridammoninm. By 3L Birxbaum ( Ber ., 
12, 1544— 1547).— By boiling the double salt of iridic sulphite and 
sodium sulphite with hydrochloric acid, an acid salt is formed pre- 
sumably of the formula Ir 2 (S0.,)3.3NaHS03. When its solution is 
saturated with gaseous ammonia, a compound crystallises out in red 
crusts, having the formula Ir 2 Naj(SO3)t,(NH 3 ) 9 .i0H2O. The author 
assigns to it the constitutional formula — 

S0 3 : Ir(HH 3 ) 3 NH* V 

S0 3 <| 4- 3 )S0 3 .0H 2 O, 

S0 3 : Ir(NH 3 ) 3 Nsl' 

and supposes the SO> group to he in combination with an irid- 
ammonium of the formula (NH 3 )eIr2. W. ft. 


Mineralogical Chemistry. 


Cobalt-glance. By P. Geoth (Jahrb. f. Min., 18?8, 864—865). 
— In addition to the forms already known to occur on cobalt-glance, 
the author has observed two dyakisdodecahedrons, two trapezohedrons, 
and one triakisoctohedron. On cobalt-glance from Tunaberg, Sweden, 
he observed the following combinations, viz. : — 

°?2§ . 0 . ooOco . ^ (2.) . 0. |Of . 


(i.) 


(3.) 


co02 


20 | 
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oo02 2 Of 

— 2 “ ’ u • T 


Crystals from Skutternd, near Hodnm, in Portray, exhibited tbs 


following forms in combination, viz. 


oo02 


. 0 . 20 . 


C. A. B. 


Cobalt-speis. By P. Geoth (Jahrb, f. Min., 1878, 865). — Hitherto 
it has been considered donbtfnl whether the crystals of this minera l 
were holahedral or hemihedral, but the author has succeeded in prov- 
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ing the oecnrrence of pentagon dodecak edrons, and consequently the 
isomorphism of cobalt-speis and iron pyrites. On one crystal of cobalt- 

speis from Wolkenstein — and ^ere observed. A large 

crystal from Scbneeberg exhibited the following forms in combina- 
tion, viz. : coOco . O . coO . 202 . °°Q» . and a dyakisdodecabedron, 

2 

which conld not be more nearly determined. 0. A. B. 

Sulphide of Silver (Silber-kies). By A. Wiisbach {Jahrb. f. 
Min., 1878, 8GG). — Argyropyrites (AgsFerSn) occupy an intermediate 
position, chemically speaking, between stembergite (Ag-jFe 6 S q ) and 
argentopyrites (Ag 3 Fe 9 Si 5 ) s and the same fact is observed in regard to 
its physical properties. 

Argentopyrites crystallises in the rhombic system, the crystals from 
Marienberg* being bnt small, whilst those from Freiberg attained a 
length of 3 mm. The prisms were terminated either by the basal 
terminal plane, which was macrodiagonally striated, or else by an 
obtnse pyramid, the Freiberg crystals being characterised also by a 
veiy distinct basal cleavage. 

The crystals exhibiting the obtnse pyramids in combination were 
probably “ penetration trillings.” 0. A. B. 

Bismuth Minerals from Norberg’s Mine, Wermland. By H. 
Sjogbem {Ber., 12, 1723). — Bismnth occnrs in Wermland : 1st, native, 
mixed with galena and pyrites; 2nd, as bjelkite, 2PbS.Bi 2 S 3 ; and 
3rd, as the new mineral gdenobismuthite , PbS.Bi 2 S 3 . W. C. W. 

Polysynthetical Twin-crystals of Oriental Spinelle. By J. 
Stbuver (Jahrb. /. Min., 1878, 865—866). — This paper can only 
he tlioronghly nnderstood by reference to the drawings given. The 
anthor concludes that there are three groups of polysynthetical 
spinelle crystals, viz. : (1.) Those with one twin-axis in common. 
(2.) Those in which the twin-axes are not parallel to each other, 
but in which the “ twin-face ” is common to ail, for instance, a form 
composed of three individuals having a face of coO in common, as 
twin-plane, and two of their twin-axes parallel to that face. Trillings 
were also observed resembling a tetrahedron, owing to the predomi- 
nation of an individual having a tetrahedral development. Some- 
times groups composed of four individuals were observed, having all 
the twin-axes parallel with the twin-planes (ooO). (8.) Those in 
which there is no parallelism in the twin-axes, nor a twin-plane com- 
mon to all the forms. 0. A. B. 

Mang anite. By P. Gboth {Jahrb. f. Min., 1878, 863—- 864 ) The 
finest crystals of this mineral are found at Ilfeld, and are characterised 
by the great number of forms occurring in combination. According 
to Haidinger, the hemihedry of this mineral is peculiar to the pyramid 
| P2, a fact which appears all the more singular when the great 
number of pyramids observed on manganite is taken into considers- 
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tion, and also that, in the case of the isomorphous mineral goethite, 
no such occurrence is observed. The author, on the contrary, did not 
observe a single instance of hemihedry, or even twins according to the 
law “ the twin-plane oaPdo,” although he examined one of the finest 
collections of Ilfeld manganite crystals. The results of his investiga- 
tion are briefly as follows : — 1. Manganite must be considered as a 
holohedral mineral, hemihedral combinations being very rare. 2. Man- 
ganite crystals can be divided into four types, the first two being 1 
characterised by an almost entire absence of tw ins, according to the law 
*• the twin-plane a face of Pdo ” and the occurrence of intermediate 
forms, whilst the last two types are characterised by the crystals 
occurring nearly always as twins according to the above-mentioned 
law, and a more sharply-defined distinction of the types from each 
other. 

The following table will show this more clearly : — 

"Type I. Prisms, and basal terminal plane pre- 
dominating. 

Type II. Prisms, with macropyramids as termi- 
nals. 

Type III. Twins, with somewhat numerous 
forms in combination, the basal terminal 
plane and obtuse macrodomes predominating. 
Type IY. Twins, with very numerous forms 
in combination, macropyramids predominat- 

. in £- 

From the above table it seems probable that an intimate connection 
exists between the twin formation and the number of forms occurring 
in combination. The third and fourth types are the rarest. 

0. A. B. 

Occurrence of Manganese in Nordmark’s Mine, Wermland, 
By A. Sjooren (Ber., 12, 1723). — In this locality manganese is found 
manganosite, MnO; pyroehroite, Mn0H 2 0; hausmannite and 


A. Long prismatic < 


B. Short prismatic^ 


as 


manganese-spar, together with brucite, heavy spar, hornblende, and 
garnet. W. C. W. 


Vanadinite. By T. Nordstrom ( Ber ., 12, 1723). — Vandanite has 
been found in tbe Undenas manganese dioxide mine in West Goth- 
land. A mineral has also been discovered at Fahlun, containing 5 per 
cent, of selenium. W. C. W. 


Titanates from Smaland. By 0. W. Blombtrakd < Ber 12 , 1721 
— 1723). — The following miuerals were found at Slattakra, Alsheda, 
occurring in coarse granite : — 1. Poly erase. 2. Titanifer&us iron ore , 
remarkable on account of tbe water it contained ; and 3. A new mineral 
alshedite , which appears to occupy an intermediate position as regards 
composition between yttrotitjimte and gioothite. In this compound 
titanium dioxide plays the part of a base, W. 0. W. 

Pseudomorphs of Calcite after Aragonite. By G. vom Bath 
(Jtihrb. /, 1878, 863).*— The crystals in question came from 

S Chemnitz, and were from 10 to 20 cm. in length and from 4 to 6 cm. 
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in breadth : they were terminated apparently by a brachydome, the 
space originally filled by aragonite being taken up by calcite. One 
specimen, 7 cm. long, 4 cm. broad, and from 2 to 3 cm. thick, con- 
sisted of the outer shell of an aragonite crystal, ■which was built up 
out of an ag gregate of s ma ll, well- developed calcite crystals, exhibiting 
the follow ing forms in combination, viz. : BA — the crystals 

not occupying any regular position with regard to the original arago- 
nite crystal. 0. A. B. 

Crystal-system of Leucite. By J. Hirschwald (Jahrb. f. Min., 
1878, 807). — Hirschwald stated in a former paper that leucite might 
be considered as a mineral crystallising in the regular system, with a 
polysymmetrical development in the sense of the quadratic system. 
From further investigations he arrives at the conclusion that a dif- 
ference in opinion about: the practical relationships of leucite is possible 
in the two following cases only, viz. : — 1. Is the polysynthetica! twin- 
formation a complete dodecahedral one, or does it only represent the 
faces of the pyramid ? 2. Have the imbedded crystals the interfacial 

angles (winkelwerthern) of 202, or have the apparently regular forms, 
without exception, the angles of the acuter lateral edge of the eight- 
sided pyramid ? Hirschwald considers that he has found a complete 
answer to these questions in the results of his investigations, and states 
that the imbedded leucite crystals have undoubtedly the interfacial 
angles of 202, whilst the optical properties prove a complete dodeca- 
hedral twin-formation. 0. A. B. 

Composition of Eclogite. By E. TL Eiess (Jahrb. f. Min., 1878, 
877). — Eclogite is a non-felspathic crystalline rock which, in its 
simplest forms, consists of omphazite and garnet, whilst the varieties 
of this rock are produced by the occurrence of quartz, hornblende, 
cyanite, zoisite, or mica. The accessory minerals aie zircon, apatite, 
titanite, epidote, iron-pyrites, magnetic iron-pyrites, and magnetite. 
Omphazite occurs as an augite in short, thin prisms of a grass-green 
colour ; the rare smaragdite as a green homblendic mineral. The 
garnet often contains numerous enclosures of zircon, quartz, <fce., and 
is occasionally decomposed. Zircon occurs enclosed in large amount 
(in reddish-brown grains or greyish-yellow prisms, exhibiting P with 
goP and coPco. also twins, parallel to a face of Poo) in the garnet and 
omphazite. The true eclogite is found imbedded in the strata of the 
crystalline slates, and is often intimately associated with hornblendic 
plagioclase garnet-rocks, but not with those containing omphazite. 

C. A. B. 

Thaumasite. By G. IodstbSm ( Ber 12, 1723).— This new 
mineral, having^ the composition CaOSi0 2 +Ca00 3 +OaS0 4 -f 14H 2 0, 
is found in the Areskutan mountains in Jutland. W. C. W. 

Manganese-nodules from the Bed of the Pacific Ocean. 
By C. W. Gumbel (Jahrb. /. Min., 1878, 869— 870).— These nodules 
were collected at a depth of 2740 fathoms, between Japan and the 
Sandwich Islands, by the <c Challenger 1 ’ Expedition. They were either 
round or long in shape, with a dull, dirty-brown coloured surface, and 
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enclosed fragments of pumice-stone, and more rarely teetli of sharks 
or fragments of mnssels. A microscopical examination showed that; 
organic life had nothing to do with their formation, which was due to 
a mechanical concretion of inorganic matter ; a kind of oolitic forma- 
tion on a large scale. The pumice-stone was most probably the result of 
submarine eruptions; it was trachytie in character, and there was 
evidence to show that it had lain for a considerable space of time in 
muddy water, which penetrated it eventually, and left behind a depo- 
sition of manganese oxide. The author believes that the nodules in 
question derived some of their constituents from submarine springs, 
whilst their form can be accounted for by the action of the waves. An 
analysis gave the following results : — 


ITfijO j. 

HnO«. 

H>0. 

Si0 3 . 

AOs- 

NajO. 

27*450 

23600 

17*819 

16-030 

10-210 

2-358 

Cl. 

CaO. 

TiO>. 

S0 3 

E s O. 

MgO. 

0*941 

0-920 

0*660 

0-434 

0-396 

0-181 

C0 3 

0-047 

PA- 

0-023 

CuO. 

0 023 

JuOCoO. 

0012 

BaO. 

0 009 = 

101-173 


The minute quantity of carbonic acid is striking, and it would 
appear from the above analysis that an energetic oxidation takes place 
at great depths. The occurrence of these manganese-nodules at the 
“bottom of the sea is of great geological interest, as similar manganese- 
nodules are common in various sedimentary formations. 

C. A. B, 

Occurrence of Lithium in Rocks, Sea Water, Mineral 
Waters, and Saline Deposits. By L. Dieulafait (Ann. Ohim. 
Plnjs. [5], 16, 377 — 391 ). — Primary Pocks (Granite, Syenite, Gneiss ). 
— The author has examined one hundred and thirty-nine specimens 
from different localities in Europe and Africa, and detected lithium in 
all of them, although in very different proportions. 

Mother Waters of Salt-marshes . — The author found these to be so 
rich in lithia, that by simply dipping a platinum wire into the water 
and holding it in the flame, the lithium spectrum obtained was as 
intense as that of sodium. Lithium could always be detected in the 
waters of from 15—25° B., as at that concentration almost all the 
gypsum is deposited; the crystals of gypsum themselves, however, 
contained only excessively minute traces of lithium. The sedimentary 
deposits forming the bottom of the basins invariably contained it. 
Lithium was found also in all sedimentary deposits left by the 
spontaneous evaporation of sea water. 

Sea Water v — Bunsen succeeded in detecting lithium in 40 c,c. of sea 
water, fint the author found that on evaporating 1 o jc, of the water of 
the Mediterranean to dryness, treating the residue with alcohol, and 
evaporating the alcoholic solution, the second residue gave a very dis- 
tinct lithinm spectrum. As lithium was shown to be a constituent of 
all the primitive rocks, it appeared highly probable that it weald be 
found in all sea waters. The author has detected it in the waters of 
vol. xxxvin. o 
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tlie Red Sea, the Indian Ocean, the Chinese Sea, the Atlantic Ocean, 
the Antarctic Ocean, and the Northern Ocean. Neither Forchhammer 
nor Credner, in his Trait 4 Je Geolog ie, mentions lithinmas a constituent 
of sea water. 

The author applies the results of his experiments to test his theory, 
chat deposits of gypsum of all ages have a purely sedimentary origin. 
This theory has been opposed by geologists, especially as applied to 
gypsums of the tertiary formation. 

Gypsum of the Tertiary Period. — Parity. — Samples of the pure crys- 
tals from the quarries of Montmartre and Pantin were found to be 
quite free from lithium, although in every case the yellow calcareous 
deposit adhering to the crystals or embedded in their cavities con- 
tained it in such quantity, that '0002 gram was amply sufficient to 
give* the characteristic spectrum. 

Ait and Proience . — In these localities the gypsum occurs in beds, 
separated by thin layers of marl. In certain spots, large honey-yellow 
crystals of gypsum occur, imbedded in a yellowish deposit. In all 
cases the pure gypsum was free from lithium, whilst the yellow marl 
contained it in considerable quantity. Similar results were obtained 
on examining the gypsum from Camoins and Dauphin, near Mar- 
seilles, from Vaucluse, and from different parts of Italy. The waters 
from the Soffioni were found to contain lithium in considerable 
quantity. 

Gypsum of the Secondary Formation — Forty-eight samples from the 
Alpine district, eleven from Languedoc, seven from the Pyrenees, 
three from Lorraine, and four from Wurtemberg, all belonging to the 
triassic formation, were examined, with results similar to those ob- 
tained with the gypsums of the tertiarv periods. The samples of pure 
gypsum were free from lithium, or contained only traces ; whilst the 
associated earthy deposits were invariably rich in this element. 

These investigations show a complete a no logy between the triassic 
gypsum deposits, those of the tertiary formation, and those from the 
salt marshes of the modem period : whence the conclusion that the 
former two classes of deposits were formed under the same conditions 
as those we now see causing the formation of gypsum in the salt 
marshes. 

Mineral TFhfers of the Primary Formation . — A characteristic group 
of these waters is found in France in the Pyrenees district. The fol- 
lowing were examined, and in every case lithium was found to be a 
constituent : — Luchon, Cauterets, Bareges, Saint-Sanveur, Labassere, 
Visos, Bonnes, Ax, Amelie. 

haline Waters. — Those of Allevard, Balarue, Bourbonne, Capvern, 
Contrexeville, Digne, Greoulx, Miers, Montbrun, Montmirail, Pougues, 
Saint Gervais, Salies, Salins, "[Triage, Vittel, Haurmem Meskoutin 
(Algiers), La Reine (near Oran), Baden (Switzerland), Birmenstooff 
(Switzerland), Louche (Switzerland), "Wildegg (Switzerland), Pnllna, 
Hombourg, Kissingen, Kreusnach, Naucheim, and Soultzmatt, were 
examined, and lithium found in all ; in some cases in such quantity 
that it could be detected in the evaporation residue of a single drop of 
the water. This fact, taken in conjunction with the previous expe- 
riments, strengthens the author's theory that saline waters are mine- 
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rolised at the expense of saliferous deposits left bj the evaporation of 
ancient seas. J. M. H. M\ 

Note on the Silesian Basalts and their Mineral Consti- 
tuents. By P. Tbipke (Jahrb. /. Mm., 1878, 876 — 877). — Of these 
basalts from Upper and Lower Silesia, fifteen were plagioclase basalts, 
two were nepheline basalts, and one from Wickenstein, near Querbach, 
was nephelinite. The microscopical characteristics of these basalts 
were briefly as follows, viz.: — A colourless glass-zone (which was 
itself surrounded by a glassy wreath of felt-like angite-microlites) 
surrounded the quartz inclosures, this observation agreeing with that 
of Lehmann on the inclosures of the basalts of the Lower Bhine. 
Some of the interfused quartz-fragments were converted into tridymite. 
The orthoclase was not surrounded by glass substance or augite. 
Lamellar enstatite occurs alternately with lamellar diallagite in the 
olivine nodules of the Groditzberg, the lamellae being parallel to the 
macropinacoid of the enstatite. The acicular and tabular inclosures 
in these minerals the author considers to be negative forms of enstatite 
and diallagite, filled with opal. The phillipsite from Sirgwitz was 
monosymmetrical, and exhibited a complicated polysynthetical twin- 
formation. The basalt of Steuberwitz contains simple augite crystals, 
and those with, a polysynthetical twin-formation. The olivine from 
Thomasdorf was changed into magnesium carbonate, whilst the 
nephelinite from Wickenstein contains augites having a zonal struc- 
ture. C. A. B. 

Basaltic Lavas of the Eifel. By E. Hussak (Jakrb. f. Min 
1878, 871). — The author made a thorough examination of the above- 
mentioned basalts, and arrived at the following conclusions, viz. : — 
(1.) There are no felspathic basaltic lavas in the Upper Eifel, but 
only nepheline or leucite-basaltic lavas, which differ considerably from 
the non-melted, mound-forming basalts. (2.) The olivine from the 
Eifel lava is always fresh ; it is not present, however, in the lava from 
Dockweiler. (3.) The lava from the Eifel contains biotite, in contra- 
distinction to the basalt of the Eifel. (4.) Melilite occurs in con- 
siderable quantity in some of the lavas, especially in that from Bongs- 
berg, where it can be microscopically detected. (5.) Hauyn is only 
present in the lava from Scharteberg. (6.) Perowskite occurs as a 
characteristic of the lava from Scharteberg, but it is also present in 
lavas of the Laacher See district (the three last-named minerals do not 
occur in the basalts of the Eifel). (7.) The chemical analyses of the 
lavas agree very well with the results of the microscopical examina- 
tions. (8.) The tufa of the Kolenbexg, near And, wan found to he 
true palagonit6-tufa, containing, however, leucite and magnetite. 
(9.) The microscopical examination of this tufa fully confirms Bosen- 
busch’s theory of the formation of the palagonitB-tnfa. (10.) Mits- 
cherlxch’s analysis of this pal agonite- tufa agrees fully with its micro- 
scopical analysis. (11.) The so-called basalt-rock 6om Luxenberg, 
near Weierhof, in the Eifel, proves to be a true gametiferous picrite, 
the first which has been observed on the left bank of the Rhine. 
(12.) The garnets in this picrite exhibited a zonal structure, were par- 
es 2 
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tially double-refracting, and very probably were the variety called 
melanite. 0. A. B. 

The Meteorite of Vavilovka. ByB. Prendel (Jahrb.f. Min., 
1878, 868). — Numerous meteorites fell on the 7th of June, 1876, near 
the village of Vavilovka, in Cherson, Russia, accompanied by a sound 
resembling thunder. A specimen examined by the author exhibited 
the characteristic black rind, which was 0*6 — 1 mm. in thickness, also 
irregular stripes here and there. A polished surface showed the mass 
of the meteorite to consist of numerous angular whitish specks. Tho 
metallic constituents were particles of nickel-iron disseminated 
throughout the whole mass, and grains of magnetie-pyritos not, how- 
ever, magnetic. Sp. gr. = 3 51. Chemical composition as follows, 
viz. : — 


SiO> 

MgO. 

A1A- 

CaO. 

5381 

18-54 

8-75 

2-07 

Alkalis. 


Magnetic pyrites. 

Nickel. 

1-14 

9-41 

5-26 

0-70 = 99-68 


The meteorite belongs to the chondrites. C. A. B. 

The Meteorite of Grosnaja. By G. Tscheumae {Jahrb.f. Min., 
1878, 868 — 869). — Two specimens which fell on the 28th of June, 
1861, at the above locality on the Terek, Caucasus, were oxamined by 
tbe author. They were encrusted with a moderately thick fused sur- 
face (schmelz-rinde), and were black-grey in colour. The ground 
mass was massive, black, and opaque, and enclosed numerous light- 
coloured particles consisting of olivine, enstatite, bronzite, and magnetic 
iron-pyrites. The bronzite, olivine, and a mineral resembling augito 
were found together forming nodules in the ground mass, whilst specks 
of the magnetic iron-pyrites were observed in the inclosures and also 
in the ground mass. The bronzite-nodules exhibited an incrustation 
or rind, and the magnetic iron-pyrites occurred zonallv on the enclosed 
minerals. An analysis of the meteorite furnished the following 
results : — 


SiOj. 

33-78 

A1A. 

3-44 

FeO. 

28-66 

CaO. 

3-22 

MgO. 

23-55 

KjO. 

0-30 

NajO. 

0-63 

O. 

0-68 

H. 

0-17 

Magnetic 
iron pyrites. 

5-37 = 


bp. gr. — 3*55. The Grosnaja meteorite is a chondrite one, poor in 
carbon. Q. A B 

Chalybeate Springs of Carlstad. By A. Auifa (Ber., 12, 1724 
— 1725). — These springs are exceptionally rich in ferrous carbonate. 

Total solids. FeCO s . 

No. 1 contains in 10,000 parts .... 1-348 0-593 

* n .... 1-653 0-669 

W. 0. w. 


99 
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Water of the River Vartry. By J. Fletcher ( Ohem . Kem, 40, 
171). — This water shows on analysis my little chlorine, 0*001155 per 
litre or 0*8025 grain per gallon. It is of great softness, the hardness 
being only 3° on Clark’s scale, and yielding a total solid residue vary- 
ing, as the result of many experiments, from 4 to 6 grains per gallon. 

The results of the author’s experiments show that the water is of 
great purity, chemically considered, but strongly impregnated with 
peat, having a very decided action on lead when flowing through pipes 
of that material, although without action on it when at rest, but rather 
leaving an organic deposit. D. B. 


Organic Chemistry, 


Specific Gravities of Solid Organic Compounds. By H. 
Schroder (Per., 12, 1611 — 1618). — The author has determined the 
specific gravity and molecular volumes of the following compounds : — 


Malic acid 

Dimethyloxamide 

Diethyloxamide 

Salicylic acid 

Metahydroxyhenzoic acid 

Parahydroxybenzoic acid 

Pbthalic anhydride 

Benzoic anhydride 

Protocatochuic acid 

Gallic acid 

Mandelic acid 

Phenylacetic acid 

Methylparahydroxybenzoic add 

Cinnamic acid 

Cumic add . 


Sp. gr. 

Yolume. 

1-559 

85-9 

1-281 

90-5 

1-164 

123-7 

1-173 

122-8 

1-485 

92-9 

1 1-482 

93-1 

1-473 

93-7 

r 1-476 

935 

[ l - 46 

94-5 

f 1-527 

96-9 

[1-530 

96-7 

f 1-247 

181-3 

1-234 

183-2 

1-231 

183-6 

’1-542 

99-9— 100-G 

' 1-541 


’1-703 

99-8 

‘ 1-685 

100-9 

‘ 1-355 

112-2 

[ 1-367 

111-2 

’ 1-236 

110-0 

' 1-22 

111-5 

‘1-385 

109-8 

< 1:376 

110-5 

1-364 

111-5 

f 1-249 

118-6 

[ 1-246 

118-8 

/ 1-169 

140-3 

1 1-156 

141-9 
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Oreinol 

Benzamide 

Amidobenzoic acid . . 
Orthonitrobenzoic acid 
Metanitrobenzoic acid 

Acetanilide 

Benzanilide 

Thiocarbanilide 

Aniline hydrochloride 

Aniline nitrate 

Aniline sulphate 

Naphthalene 

Nitronaphthalene .... 

a-Naphtho] 

{3-Naphthol . 

Ammonium benzoate. . 
Calcium benzoate .... 


Sp. fir. 

Volume. 

f 1-290 

109-7 

1 1-283 

110-7 

J 1-344 

90-0 

' 1-388 

91-2 

/ 1-515 

90-5 

1 1-506 

91-2 

/ 1-576 

106-0 

1 1-574 

106-1 

/ 1-496 

113-6 

1 1-492 

112 0 

/ 1-216 

1110 

1 1-205 

112-0 

J 1-321 

149-2 

1 1-306 

150-8 

ri-33 

171-5 

11-311 

173-9 

' 1-227 

105-6 

< 1-216 

106 5 

1-201 

107-8 

/ 1-360 

114-8 

11-356 

115-0 

1-377 

206-3 

1-145 

111-9 

f 1-341 

1290 

1 1-321 

131-0 

1-224 

117-8 

1-217 

118-2 

/ 1-264 

110-0 

1 1*26 

110-3 

/ 1-457 

230-6 

1 1-435 

234-1 


Tbe molecu lar v olumes of the majority of the above compounds tiro 
multiples of 5*91, which in a former communication (2?er., 12, 506) 
was shown to be true for some benzene derivatives. 

In the c ase of some isomerides, the “ stere ” appears to vary a litilo 
from 5’91, as shown by the following : — 


2 f Quinol 

* \ Pyrocatechol 

f Parahydroxybenzoic acid 
2 .< Metahydroxybenzoic acid 
l Orthohydroxybenzoic acid 
g f Orthonitrophenol. ....... 

I Paranitrophenol 

4 f Mandelic acid 

’ l Anisic acid 

g / Isonaphthol 

’ L a-Naphthol 


Volume. 

"Storo.” 

82-6—83-1 

iFifi. 

81-6—82-1 

5-8 

93-5—94-5 

5-91 

93-7 

5-9— 5-8 

92-9—93-1 

5-8 

95-8—96-3 

6-0—6-05 

94-5—947 

5 91 

111 - 2 — 112-2 

5-91 

109-8—110-5 

118-2 

117-8 

5-8 
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The members of the following six groups are isosteric : (1.) Malic 
and tartaric acids. (2.) Benzoic and paraoxybenzoic acids. (3.) Re- 
sorcinol and pyrogallol. (4.) Phenylacetic and anisic acids. (5.) 
Protocatechnic and gallic acids. (6.) Benzamide and benzamic acids. 

In former communications, the author has shown that the elements 
carbon, hydrogen, oxygen, and nitrogen occupy in the solid state the 
space of one “ stere."’ 

The determinations given above offer further support of this state- 
ment, thus : oxamide, dimethyloxamide, and diethyloxamide have 
molecular volumes differing by OSH*, or 6 stores. In naphthalene and 
isonaphthol we have difference of OJ = I stere, and in benzoic and 
orthonitrobenzoic acids we have the difference NJO® — H} = 2 stores. 
Some other examples are given. 

Prom this rule, it follows that the benzene nucleus possesses one 
stere more than the sum of those of the elementa ry at oms contained 
in it. Thus : benzoic acid, C 6 H 9 .COOH = 16 X 5*91. Paranitro- 
plienoi, C 6 H 5 .N0 2 0 = 16 X 5*91, phthalio anhydride, CeHjO s = 16 X 
6'05. Orthonitrob enzo ic acid, C0H5.NO2.CO2 = 18 x 5*9L Phenyl- 

acetic acid = 19 x 5’8. Naph thalen e, CeH^CiH* s= 19 x 5*91. Iso- 
naphthol, C6H4.C4H4O = 20 x 5*91. Cinnamic acid, C 6 H fi .C2H 2 .COOH 
a 20 x 5 t 9L P. P* B. 

Formation of Hydrocyanic Acid in the Electric Arc. By J. 
Dewar ( Ghem . News, 39, 282). — Prom the statements made by Plncker, 

Angstrom, and Thalen, that the so-called carbon lines are invariably 
associated with the formation of acetylene, the author made experi- 
ments with a view to extract this substance from the electric arc, 
which shows this spectrum at the positive pole when the electric cur- 
rent is powerful and occasionally intermittent. The carbons were 
used in the form of tubes so that air could be drawn through them, 
an d so that any gas might be passed up one tube and drawn down 
the other and then examined. 

A Siemens and a De Meritens magneto-machine were employed. 

In the first experiment a current of air was drawn down the nega- 
tive pole and passed through solutions of potash and potassium 
iodide and starch. No nitrates were indicated, but the potash solution 
contained sulphides. _ . 

hi the second experiment in which hydrogen was led in by the posi- 
tive polo and withdrawn by the negative, acetylene was found by the 
ainmoniacal sub-chlorido of copper-test, whilst water through which the 
gases were passed gave distinct evidence of hydrocyanic acid. The 
hydrogen flame burning alone gave no evidence of these substances.^ 

Air drawn through the negative pole gave considerable quantities 
of hydrocyanic acid, but when drawn through the positive pole a 
larger proportion was found, whilst the same carbons used with De 
Meritens’ magneto-machine gave no result. 

If the carbons are not purified, hydrogen sulphide is always found 
along with the other compound. 

The author concludes that the high temperature of the positive pole 
is required to produce the hydrocyanic acid, which is in all probability 
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formed by tbe free nitrogen reacting on the acetylene thus : CaH 2 + 
2N = 2HCJST, and that the hydrogen to form the acetylono is obtained 
from the decomposition of aqueous vapour and from the combined 
hydrogen in the carbons. T. 


Oxidation of Alcohols by Electrolysis. By A. Uenajid {Amu 
Ohim . Phys. [5], 16, 289— 337).— I. Electrolysis of Alcohols in presence 
of Water Acidulated by Sulphunc Acid. Methyl Alcohol. — The purest 
methyl alcohol of commerce, after being carefully freed from traces of 
acetone and methyl ethers, was acidified with about 5 per cent, of 
dilute sulphuric acid (1:4), placed in a flask holding from 100 — 200 
c.c., and submitted to the action of a current from 4 Bunsen colls of 
about a litre and a half capacity. Hydrogen was evolved at the nega- 
tive pole, and at tbe positive pole a gas was very slowly given off 
(at the rate of 25 — 30 c.c. in 24 hours) : it contained OOj, 23 9 ; 00, 
50*0 ; O, 26*1. At the end of 48 hours the yellowish liquid was dis- 
tilled. The distillate was found to contain methyl formate and methyl al. 
Methyl aldehyde was never found as a product of tho electrolysis, 
being no doubt oxidised to formic acid as soon as formed, or reacting 
with the methyl alcohol to form methylal. The methylal is ono of tho 
chief products of the reaction, and may be prepared quite easily by 
this method. The residue of the distillation of the electrolysed liquid 
contained hydrogen methyl sulphate. To show that this was pro- 
duced by the electrolysis, a mixture of the alcohol with diluto sul- 
phuric acid was prepared and divided into two parts, one boing 
allowed to rest, and the other submitted to electrolysis. The latter 
was found to contain hydrogen methyl sulphate, whilst the formor \\ as 
quite free from it. 

Ethyl Alcohol . — The electrolysis of ethyl alcohol has already been 
attempted by various chemists, amongst others by Riche, D ’Almeida 
and Bontan, and Jaillard. Tho only products hitherto recognised, 
besides chloracetic acid and compound ammonias resulting from the 
hydrochloric and nitric acids employed for acidification, arc aldehyde 
and acetic acid. 

The author’s experiments were conducted in the same manner ns 
those with methyl alcohol. An abundant evolution of hydrogen 
occurred at the negative pole ; but at the positive pole no gas was 
disengaged, all the oxygen being absorbed by the oxidation of tho 
alcohol. The process was arrested at the end of 48 hours, and tho 
liquid on being distilled yielded (besides alcohol) ethyl formate, a little 
aldehyde , and a large proportion of ethyl acetate ; small quantities of 
acetal w*ere likewise obtained, and a new substance which the author 
considers to be ethjlidene monethylate, CH 3 .CH(HOj.EfcO, i.e., acetal, 
in which C2H5 is replaced by TL This substance when separated, 
and purified by fractional distillation, boiled at 88—90° 0., and on 
analysis gave numbers corresponding with the formula C 4 H 10 O2. The 
residue from the distillation of the electrolysed mixture contained 
hydrogen ethyl sulphate, the formation of which was proved, as in the 
previous case, to be really due to the electrolysis. Under certain con- 
ditions, more than 60 per cent, of the sulphuric acid employed for 
acidification is transformed into the snlnlmtp. 
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If the electrolysis of methyl or ethyl alcohol be continued for several 
days, a point is reached at which the liquid appears to contain nothing 
but formic or acetic acid ; on still prolonging the operation, almost 
pure oxygen is disengaged at the positive pole, in volume almost 
exactly half that of the hydrogen, and the liquid is found still to 
contain a little hydrogen methyl or ethyl sulphate, the decomposition 
of which is very slow. 

Electrolysis of Hydrogen Methyl Sulphate. — 100 c.c. of a solution 
containing 20 grams of this ethereal salt, prepared by decomposing 
barium methyl sulphate with sulphuric acid, was submitted to the 
action of the current from 4 Bunsen cells. Hydrogen was disengaged 
at the negative pole, aud oxygen containing 5 or 6 per cent, of the 
oxides of carbon at the positive pole, about 28 volumes of oxygen 
being evolved for every 100 volumes hydrogen. After 48 hours the 
liquid was distilled, and the distillate was found to contain formic 
acid and a solid polymeride of methaldehyde, trioxymethylene, CjH 6 0 3 , 
which was obtained as a white, amorphous, insoluble residue by 
evaporation of the solution over sulphuric acid in a bell-jar. Similar 
results were obtained by the electrolysis of a more dilute (5 per cent.) 
solution of hydrogen methyl sulphate, and also of a similar solution 
containing a little free sulphuric acid. From this, it would seem that 
methaldehyde is first produced, a part being at once transformed into 
the polymeric modification, whilst the other is oxidised to formic acid. 
Ho trioxymethylene is produced by electrolysis of methyl alcohol, 
because the methaldehyde as fast as it is formed, reacts on the methyl 
alcohol to produce methyl al. 

Electrolysis of Hydrogen Ethyl Sulphate . — This compound was sub- 
mitted to electrolysis in a manner similar to the corresponding methyl 
compound, and gave acetic acid and a little formic acid. Ho aldehyde 
was found in the distillate, but the* odour of aldehyde was perceptible 
during the progress of the electrolysis. 

Electrolysis of Glycerol . — Glycerol diluted with two-thirds of its 
volume of water, acidulated with one-tenth of sulphuric acid, was sub- 
mitted to the action of the current from 5 Bunsen cells* Hydrogen was 
disengaged at the negative pole, and at the positive pole a gaseous mix- 
ture containing COj, 2*9 \ GO, 32*8 ; 0, 64 3 volumes. After 48 hours 
tho process was arrest od, iho liquid saturated with calcium carbonate, 
filtered. and submitted to distillation without boiling at a low pressure 
in an atmosphere of carbonic anhydride. On spontaneous evaporation 
over sulphuric acid, the distillate left a whito amorphous residue, 
which gave on analysis numbers agreeing with the formula CxH^O*, 
and which proved to be identical with trioxymethylene, C 3 H 6 0 3 . The 
yield of this substance is very small, 130 c.c. of the distillate giving 
about half a gram of tho dry substance. Submitted to electrolysis, 
trioxymethylene gives rise to formic acid, and a gaseous mixture con- 
taining, in 1 00 volumes, C0 3 , 5 ; 00, 15 ; and 0, 80. By treating a solu- 
tion of trioxymethylene with sulphuretted hydrogen, a white precipitate 
is obtained, of the formula (CjEtoSjO^HjO, It differs therefore from 
the body OsHeS* which Hoffmann obtained by acting on trioxy- 
methylcno with a mixture of hydrochloric and hydrosulphuric acids. 
Tho oxysulphide obtained by the author melts at 80 — 82°, and solidifies 
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on cooling to a hard, “white, opaque mass, like wax. It is soluble in 
hot water, insoluble in alcohol and ether, and boils at 180 — 185° C. 
By treating the trioxymethylene with ammonia, the author obtained 
the hetamethylenamine of Butlerow, CeH^, but was unable to obtain 
from it the hydrochloride CbHuN^Cl, described by that chemist. 

The residue from the distillation of the electrolysed glycerol contained 
calcium formate, acetate, and glycerate. Besides these substances there 
is formed by electrolysis of glycerol a small quantity of a glucose isomeric 
with ordinary glucose, and which is probably a polymeride of trioxy- 
methylene. It is found in the alcohol used to precipitate the lime 
salts from the distillation residue of the electrolysed liquid. This alco- 
holic solution also contains the lime salt of a new acid, identical with 
that formed in the electrolysis of mannitol. The pure glucose is 
obtained in tbe form of a yellow-brown syrup, which may be dried at 
60° in a current of hydrogen. At 80 — 100° it blackens, loses water, 
and gives out the odour of caramel. Its alcoholic solution yields a 
precipitate with barium hydrate, tbe composition of which agrees with 
the formula ( Call^Os) *(BaO) 3 . The glucose reduces silver nitrate, 
with formation of a mirror, and precipitates cuprous oxide from 
Fehling’s solution on heating. It is oxidised to oxalic acid when heated 
with dilute nitric acid. Slightly heated with soda its solution darkens 
strongly. It is very soluble in water and alcohol, is not precipitated 
by lead subacetate, but forms an abundant precipitate with ammoniacal 
lead acetate. It appears to be incapable of fermentation by boor yeast. 
When the electrolysis of glycerol is prolonged for several days, the 
trioxymethylene and glucose disappear, the liquid becomes strongly 
charged with oxalic acid, and this, as well as the formic and acetic 
acids, is finally resolved into carbonic anhydride and carbonic oxide, 
so that the solution at last contains nothing but sulphuric acid. 

Electrolysis of Glycol . — Hydrogen was evolved at the negative pole, 
and at the positive pole a gaseous mixture containing OOj, 5*00 ; 
CO, 57*15; O, 37*85. The current was interrupted at the end of 
36 hours. The liquid, saturated with calcium carbonate and distillod, 
gave a distillate containing trioxymethylene, whilst the residue in the 
retort contained calcium formate and calcium gly collate, some unaltered 
glycol, and a glucose identical with that obtained by the electrolysis 
of glycerol. 

Electrolysis of Mannitol . — Hydrogen was evolved at the negative polo, 
and at the positive pole a gaseous mixture containing 00 8 , 22*1 ; 
CO, 55*0 ; 0, 22*9. The liquid treated as in the glycol experiment, gave 
trioxymethylene, calcium formate, and the calcium salt of a new acjtl. 
This calcium salt, when separated from the accompanying calcium 
formate, purified, and analysed, gave numbers corresponding with tho 
formula C fi H«Ca08 + 2H s O. It is very soluble in water, and it 
is not precipitated either by lime water, or by lead acetate or sub- 
acetate. It reduces silver nitrate almost instantaneously, without 
healing, and in the dark ; if the mixture be heated slightly a metallic 
mirror is obtained. At 120° C., the calcium salt loses 6—7 per cent, 
of water, and at 150° it swells up, and begins to decompose. The 
amd, obtained from the calcium salt by decomposition with oxalio acid, 
is a syrupy product, forming very soluble, gummy salts, with barium, 
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load, and magnesium. The author assigns the formula CeHgOa to 
thiB acid, and suggests that it may he an aldehyde of saccharic acid, 
CflHioOs, bearing the same relation to the latter that glyoxylic (or gly- 
oxalic) acid, O 2 H 3 O 3 , does to glycollio acid, C 2 H 4 O 3 . A glucose iden- 
tical with that obtained from glycerol, and probably also with the 
mannitose of Gorup-Besanez, was also formed during the electrolysis, 
together with a considerable quantity of oxalic acid, but no saccharic 
add or mannitic acid could be detected. 

Electrolysis of Glucose . — Hydrogen was evolved at the negative pole, 
and at the positive pole a gaseous mixture containing C0 2 , 22 8 ; 
CO, 18*2 ; 0, 59‘0. The electrolysed liquid contained trioxymethylene, 
formic acid, and saccharic acid. 

J "Electrolysis of Alcohols when the Electrodes are separated, by a Porous 
Partition. — In these experiments, the liquids to be electrolysed were 
contained in a porous cell, into which the positive electrode was intro- 
duced, the porous cell being surrounded with acidulated water, into 
which the negative electrode was plunged. The alcohols experimented 
with were methyl alcohol, ethyl alcohol, and glycerol. The products 
were the same as in the experiment in which no porous partition was 
employed. 

j Electrolysis of Acetic Acid. — 25 c.c. of glacial acetic acid was mixed 
with 40 c.c. of water, acidulated with one- tenth of sulphuric acid, and 
submitted to the action of the current from 4 Bunsen cells. At the 
end of three hours the gaseous mixturo evolved at the positive pole 
contained C0 2 , 41 3 ; 00, 11*4 ; 0, 47*3. After 24 hours the gas 
evolved consisted of C0 2 , 45*4; CO, 9*2; 0, 45*4. The proportion of 
carbonic anhydride was still greater at the end of 56 hours. After 
48 hours the liquid was examined, and found to contain formic acid, 
but no oxalic acid. 

Mectrohjsis of Oxalic Acid. — The sole products in this case were car- 
bonic anhydride and carbonic oxide. The gaseous mixture evolved at 
the positive pole contained about 50 per cent. C0 2 , and 10 per cent. CO, 
the rest being oxygen. At the end of 48 hours all the oxalic acid had 
disappeared. 

J Electrolysis of Formic Acid. — The sole products were carbonic anhy- 
drido and carbonic oxide. If concentrated formic acid is used, car- 
bonic anhydride is the only product. 

Mectrohjsis of Alcohols in presence of Phosplmic Acid , — Experiments 
were made with solutions of methyl alcohol, ethyl alcohol, glycerol, 
and glycol, acidulated with phosphoric instead of sulphuric acid. A 
larger proportion of phosphoric acid than of sulphuric acid was found 
neoessary, in order to secure the decomposition of the alcohols, but the 
products wero exactly the same, and in about the same proportions as 
when sulphuric acid was used, except that in the case of methyl and 
ethyl alcohols no hydrogen methyl or ethyl phosphate was formed. 

Action of Ozone on the Alcohols . — The action of ozonised oxygen on 
the alcohols is very slow ; for example, when a stream of this gas is 
passed through solutions of glycerol, glucose, or mannitol, the escaping 
gas is still strongly odorous, and the liquid contains only very small 
quantities of acetic or formic acid, even after many days’ action. 
Carbon dioxide and carbon monoxide are also formed. Contrary to 
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expectation, ozone was found to act much more quickly on the alcohols 
of low atomicity, such as methyl and ethyl alcohols, than on the poly- 
atomic alcohols, glycol, glycerol, mannitol, and glucose. Tho action of 
electrolytic oxygen is similar to that of ozone in this respect. 

Action of Hydrogen Peroxide on the Alcohols . — Hydrogon peroxide 
appears to have no action on the alcohols, whether in acid, neutral, or 
alkaline solutions, dilute or concentrated, even after tho lapse of 
several days. 

The author concludes that the products obtained in the electrolytic 
experiments above described are not duo to direct electrolysis of the 
alcohols, but are simply due to the action on the alcohols of the oxygen, 
resulting from the electrolysis of the acidulated water. He suggests 
the electrolytic method as a convenient one for effecting the oxidation 
of organic bodies at a low temperature, and in a manner permitting 
the examination of intermediate products, J. M. H. M. 


Two New Hydrofluoboric Acids and Ethylene Fluoboric 
Acid. By F, Landolpk (Ber., 12, 1583 — 1586). — When boric fluoride 
acts on amylene, the latter is polymerised, and a fluoboric acid, 
Bo,0-H.3HFl, is obtained. It is a clear yellow liquid boiling at 160°, 
is easily decomposed by water, forming boric acid. A second fluoboric 
acid, BoiOflH^HFl, is obtained when boric fluorido acts on anethol at 
high temperatures. It is a heavy, transparent liquid, boiling at 130°. 
Like the above it fumes in contact with air, and is decomposed by 
water. 

Ethylene fluoboric add , CoHJECFl.BoCh, is formed by the action of 
boric fluoride on ethylene at 25—30° in sunlight. It is a clear, mobile, 
fuming liquid (b. p. 124— 125°) y of sp. gr. 1 0478 at 23°. It burns 
with a green flame. Water decomposes this compound, forming boric 
acid, and a volatile compound (b. p. 10—15°), which does not bum 
with a green flame, and is supposed to be ethyl fluoride. 

P. P. B. 

Sulphates of Mono- and Poly-hydrie Alcohols and Carbo- 
hydrates. By P. Claesson (Per., 12, 1719— 1721).— Me'hyl sulphate 
is best prepared by the decomposition at 130—140° of hydrogon 
methyl sulphate obtained by the action of sulphuric monoohlorido 
on methyl alcohol. 

Ethyl sulphate is an oily liquid insoluble in water (b. p. 208°). 

. The polyhydric alcohols when treated with sulphuric monoohlorido 
yield the corresponding hydrogen sulphates. 

Dextrose, dextrin, starch, and cellulose, form with sulphuric mono- 
chloride deztroiechloride-tetrasulph onto acid , C 4 H 6 (SO a OH)*.CHCl.CnO, 
which crystallises in large prisms. Corresponding compounds could 
not be obtained with levulose and galactose. W. C. W. 


Changes of Ammonium Isethionate at High Temperatures 

^ y o b ^A CA oon^ ^ ‘ , \ 2 o 1 6 ^4 16 °7) .—Ammonium isethionate heated 
at 210—220 loses 12 per cent, of its weight, forming a body which 
crystallises from alcohol m leaflets, having a nearly lustre Cm n 
lW-198).-anberth <B„„ 7, 391) oLr& f.t™ ifnl 
but gives 190—193 as the melting point of the compound produced, 



ORGANIC CHEMISTRY. 


29 


which, he describes as an amide of the formula C 0 H 7 RSO 3 . The 
author finds this compound has the formula CJHieSaNoO?, and explains 
Seyberth’s results by the supposition that his product contained small 
quantities of another substance, which is formed simultaneously. By 
boiling with baryta- water, this compound does not form barium ise- 
thionate as it would if it were an amide, but a barium salt is formed 
crystallising in prismatic tables united to globular masses, having the 
composition -f H a 0. This salt differs from barium ise- 

thionate in its action on polarised light, as also in its solubility in 
alcohol. The author regards the new product as ammonium di- 
isethionate, NH 4 S 03 .(CH 2 ) 2 . 0 .(CHa). 2 S 03 NHi. 

Besides ammonium di-isethionate another body is produced, which is 
more soluble in alcohol, and has the composition It 

owes its existence to the evolution of ammonia observed when 
ammonium isethionate is heated. That it is not an acid salt is shown 
by the fact that when treated with alcoholic ammonia, and the solution 
evaporated on the water-bath, the solution has still an acid reaction. 
For this reason the author attributes to this compound the formula 
NH 1 S0 a .(CH 2 ) iJ .S03.(CH 2 ) 2 .0H. P. P. B. 

Epiehlorhydrin-Derivatives. By M. Bres latter (J. pr. Ohem. 
[2], 20, 188 — 193). — Yon Richter ( Ber 10, 677) observed that dry 
sodium acetate has no action on epiehlorhydrin, but that in presence 
of absolute alcohol, ethyl acetate and epikydrin alcohol (glycide) are 
formed. The author confirms von Gegerfelt’s statement (Bull. Soc . 
Ghim ., 23, 160), that epihydrin acetate, C 3 H 5 OAjc, is produced by the 
action of potassium acetate on epiehlorhydrin. The best mode of 
preparing this acetate is to heat equivalent proportions of epichlor- 
hydrin and potassium acetate in a flask provided with an upright 
condenser at 110 — 115° for several hours, and then Taise the tem- 
perature slowly to 150°. By extracting the product with ether, 
epihydrin aceiate (b. p. 164 — 168°) is obtained, and also a liquid boiling 
at 258 — 261°, which Gegerfelt regarded as glycerol- triacetin, but 
which is really a polymeride of epihydrin acetate. 

Epihydrin acetate is a mobile liquid (sp. gr. 1*129 at 20°), soluble in 
alcohol and ether. It precipitates metallic silver from an ammoniacal 
solution of silver nitrate. By the action of potash on epihydrin acetate 
diluted with ethyl acetate, glycerol is produced, but if soda is used 
instead of potash epihydrin alcohol , C 3 H 5 O.OH, is obtained. The 
alcohol boils at 160°, and is soluble in water, alcohol, and ether. 
When heated with water glycerol is formed. 

Diglycid, (C 3 H 5 O.OH)o, results from the saponification of the poly- 
meric modification of epihydrin acetate. W. O. W. 

Sugar from Populin. By E. 0. v. Lippmank (Ber., 12, 1648— 
1649). When the glucoside populin, OaoH^Os + 2H*0, is decom- 
posed by dilute acids, it splits up into benzoic add, saliretin, OuH^Oa, 
and grape sugar* W. 0 . W. 

Partial Synthesis of Milk-sugar, and a Contribution to the 
Synthesis of Cane-sugar. By E. Demoli (Oonvpt rend., 89, 481). 
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— Schutzenberger {Ann. CMm. Thy 8., 21, 235), by tbe action of acetic 
anhydride on glucose, obtained an a cetyl- derivative of a body formed 
by tbe union of 2 mols. of glucose "with elimination of water, for which 
the author proposes the name of dighicose. Schutzenbergor considered 
this body identical with octacetyl-saccharose. The solubilities of those 
two ethers in alcohol are, however, different ; and octacetyl-saccharose 
has a specific rotatory power [&]d ^ 38 36, whilst that of octacotyl- 
diglucose is [a] D = 54*62 ; moreover, the saccharoso-dorivative yields 
saccharose by saponification, whereas the diglucose-compound yields 
diglucose. 

When milk-sugar is heated with a dilute acid, it is converted by 
assimilation of water into galactose and lactoglucose. When the 
mixture of these bodies, obtained in the above manner, is dried and 
heated with acetic anhydride, it is converted into a pitch-like ether, 
having all the properties of octactey 1-lactose, and giving milk-sugar by 
treatment with alkalis. 

When 2 mols. of glucose, like or unlike, are in presence of a dehy- 
drating agent, they are converted into their anhydrides ; and by the 
action of these anhydrides on acetic anhydride, an ether of a diglucoso 
is formed, just as ethylene oxide takes up acetic anhydride to form an 
ether of diglycol. C. W. W. 

Reaction of Tungstates in presence of Mannitol. By Klein 
( Gompt rend., 89, 484). — The action of tungstates on mannitol 
resembles that of borax. A solution of 12 grams mannitol and 
4 grains sodium tungstate, made up to 100 c.c., gives a deviation of 
+ 40'. The solution has an alkaline reaction ; boiling effects no 
change. 

A solution of 10 grams of mannitol and 4 grams of sodium paratung- 
state, 5Nas0.12W03.25H 2 0, made up to 100 c.c„has no rotatory power 
in the cold, but after boiling produces a deviation of + 36'. Tho 
solution, which is originally neutral, becomes strongly acid on 
boiling. 

Barium metatungstate, BaW 4 0 ]6 .9H 2 0, added to a solution of 
mannitol, produces no deviation, even after boiling. The barium salt 
is not decomposed by the solution of mannitol, although it is by water 
alone. 

If baryta-water be added to the above solution when boiling, the 
liquid, after filtering, has a rotatory power of + 25' ; this effort in not 
produced in the cold. 0. W. W. 

Decomposition of Ethylamine Hydrochloride by Heat. By 
M. Fileti and A. Riccini 12, 1508).— When this salt is heatod 
to a temperature somewhat lower than that at which lead melts, a 
mixture of ammonia and mono- and di-ethylamine (separated^ neutral 
solution by means of potassium nitrite), ethyl chloride and ethylene is 
evolved, whilst the residue consists of ammonium chloride, diothyl- 
amine hydrochloride, and some undecomposed ethylamine hydrochlo- 
ride. The reaction is thus analogous to the decomposition of phonyl- 
ethylamine by heat, except that a further decomposition into ammonia 
and ethyl chloride takes place. ^ 
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Cyanethine. By E. v. Meter (J. pr. Ghem. [2], 19, 484 — 485). — 
Cyanethine appears to be a tertiary base. When Heated with mode- 
rately dilute sulphuric or hydrochloric acid at 180 — 200°, it is trans- 
formed into a crystalline base, C9H14N2O, which forms easily soluble 
and finely crystallising salts. 

The investigation is being continued. A. J. 0. 

A Double Function of the Monobasic Acids. By Loir (Ann. 
OMm. Phys . [5], 18, 125 — 138). — In reference to Gerhardt’s paper on 
the anhydrides (ibid [8], 37, 333), the author considers that if the 
anhydrides are classed as ethers, that under certain circumstances the 
acids may act as alcohols, and if such be the case they must also have 
the properties of aldehydes. This becomes evident on examination of 
tho formula for acetic acid, which may be written thus • OH.OH2.COH. 
Considered as an alcohol it is C 2 H 3 0(H0), the C 2 H*0 containing an 
aldehyde grouping CH 2 .COH. The following experiments are adduced 
in support of this view. 

By the action of reducing agents on aldehydes, alcohols are obtained, 
and when acids are treated with hydriodic acid, Berthelot has shown 
that the hydrides of the alcohol radicles are formed. 

Butyric acid (b. p. 155 — 160°) when heated with a concentrated 
solution of sodium hydrogen sulphite at 0°, yields long transparent 
needles ; these melt at 20° without the evolution of sulphurous anhy- 
dride, whilst butyric acid floats on the top of the solntion. On col- 
lecting the crystals, dissolving in water, and distilling with snlphurio 
acid, sulphurous anhydride is evolved, and butyric acid distils over. 
Butyric acid decolorises potassium permanganate, and reduces ammo- 
niated silver solutions. Valeric acid has similar properties. 

That acetic anhydride possesses the functions of an aldehyde as well 
as an ether has been shown by the author (this Journal, Abst., 1879, 
621). The same holds good for butyric anhydride. 

Acetobenzoie anhydride, however, exists in two isomeric modifica- 
tions, according as it is prepared from sodinm benzoate and acetic 
chloride, in which case the author calls it acetyl benzoic anhydride , or 
from sodium acetate, and benzoic chloride, when it is called benzoyl- 
acetic anhydride. The two bodies have the same chemical properties, 
except in their reaction with hydrochloric acid. 

Benzoyl-acetic anhydride when heatedin hydrochloric acid gas boils at 
130°, and acetic chloride comes over, leaving benzoic acid as a crystal- 
lino residue. 

Acetyl-benzoic anhydride when treated in a similar manner boils at 
160°, and benzoic chloride distils over. 

With chlorine similar results are obtained, the residue in the first 
^ case being chlorobenzoic acid, and in the second cldoracetic add. 

These two isomeric bodies may be considered as ethereal salts; 
benzoyl acetic anhydride being tho acetic salt of benzoic acid which 
acts as an alcohol, whilst acetyl benzoic anhydride is the benzoic salt 
of acetic acid acting as an alcohol. 

Benzoic chloride at 0° forms a crystalline compound with sodium 
hydrogen sulphite. 

Since glyoxal and glyoxylic acid are obtained from alcohol by the 
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action of nitric acid, they may be considered as derivatives of aldehyde 
and acetic acid. As glyoxal, COH.COH, contains the aldeliyde-gioup 
twice, its mode of formation depends on the previous formation of an 
alcohol aldehyde ; and as we have acetic acid (alcohol), OH.CH4 COU, 
yielding glyoxylic acid, OH.CO.COH, containing the acid and aldehyde 
groups, it requires the same conditions. 

A table showing the relations of the derivatives of alcohol and acetic 
acids is given. k. T. OS. 


Existence of Double Salts in Solution. By P. H. B. Inurn- 
hoes (Her., 12, 1678 — 1684 ). — Barium formionitrate , Ba.KO3.OHO2 + 
2H a O, is prepared by dissolving barium, nitrate in an almost satu- 
rated warm 1 solution of barinm formate. Crystals of barium nitrate 
are first deposited, and then the double salt separates out. Solutions 
of barium formio-nitrate and aceto-nitrate and calcium acotochlorido 
when dialysed, diffuse like mixtures of simple salts ; this shows that 
these salts dissociate in dilute solutions. W. 0. W. 


Oxidising Action of Cupric Oxide ; Transformation of Acetic 
Acid into Glycollic Acid. By P. Caseneuve (Oompt. rend, 89, 
525). — It is known that formic acid is oxidised by cupric oxide to 
carbonic acid, and similarly, if carbonic acid be regarded as the acid 
of methylene glycol, it might be expected that acetic acid, the liomo- 
logue of formic acid, would be oxidised to glycollic acid. 

Cupric acetate was heated in a sealed tube with water at 200° for 
an hour. The tube contained crystallised cuprous oxide, and a liquid 
which deposited crystals of gly collate of copper. A small quantity 
of carbonic anhydride was also formed. The reaction is probably 
expressed by the equation, 2Cu(0 2 H 3 02) 2 + 2H a O = C 2 H A 0 3 + 
CxtsO Hb 3C a HA. 

The carbonic anhydride is due to a secondary reaction by which 
propionic acid is also formed: 20u(C 2 H 3 02)2 + H 2 0 ss C0 3 + 
OaHaOj + Cu a O + 2C2H4O2 : this reaction takes place to a very limited 
and variable extent. C. W. W. 


Action of Nitric Acid on Epichlorhydrin. By V. v. Ttonirrsn 
pr. Chem . [2], 20, 193 — 195). — When epichlorhydrin is treated 
with 3 or 4 parts of warm nitric acid (sp. gr. T38) an onergetic reac- 
tion takes place. On pouring the acid liquid into water and extracting 
with ether, monochlorolactic acid is obtained. To remove the chloro- 
nitrohydrin and oxalic acid with which it is mixed, it is dissolved in 
water, again extracted with ether and converted into the calcium salt. 
The acid crystallises in flat prisms (m. p, 77°), which are deliquescent 
and dissolve readily in alcohol, ether, and water. W. 0. W. 

Ethyl Nitracetate. By Forcrand (7 pr. Ohm. [2], 19, 487-— 488). 
— This is obtained by the action of silver nitrite on ethyl bromacetate. 
The product is distilled, and the portion wh'ch passes over at 150® 
(with slight decomposition) is essentially ethyl nitracetate , , a liauid of 
sp. gr. 1T33 at0° (b, p. 151 — 152°). By the action of zinc and hydro- 
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cliloric acid it was converted into amido-acetic hydrochloride, whence 
the silver salt was obtained in iridescent crystals which blacken on 
exposure to the light. A, J. 0. 

Preparation of Nitrated Patty Acids. By J. Leweowitsch (/. pr. 
Chem. [2], 20, 159 — 173). — Nitro-pro ducts could not be obtained by 
the action of the strongest nitric acid (sp. gr. 1*55) or of a mixture of 
nitric and sulphuric acids on caproic and stearic acids. 

Ethyl nitroacetaie, CH a (NO a ).COOEt, is formed by digesting ethyl 
iodacetate with silver nitrite at 100° ; towards the end of the process 
the mixture is heated up to 130°. On treating the product with abso- 
lute ether, a pale-yellow liquid, insoluble in water, is obtained, which 
boils between 150° and 16Cr with decomposition. 

Ethyl nitropropionate, prepared by the action of silver nitrite on 
ethyl |§-iodopropionate (which is most readily obtained by heating an 
alcoholic solution of /3-iodopropionic acid with a small quantity of sul- 
phuric acid), is a colourloss mobile liquid (b. p. 1G1 — 165°). The 
ethyl salt dissolves in a dilute solution of potash ; by acidifying the 
liquid with sulphuric acid and extracting with ether, crystals of nitro- 
propionic acid were in one instance obtained, but the operation gene- 
rally yields a thick liquid which dries up to a hard glassy mass when 
exposed over sulphuric acid. 

fi-Nitropropionic acid is easily obtained by adding about 2 equivalents 
of silver nitrite to 1 of £-iodopropionic acid dissolved in water. (The 
best results are gained by working with not more than 5 grams of 
iodopropionic acid for each operation.) The solution of silver nitro- 
propionate which is formed is decomposed by hydrochloric acid and 
extracted with ether. After evaporating the ethereal solution, a thick 
liquid remains which solidifies forming a white deliquescent crystalline 
mass. By recrystallisation from chloroform, the nitro-acid is obtained 
in pearly-white scales which melt at G6° and decompose at 160°. The 
acid is soluble in water, alcohol, and ether ; its salts are also soluble in 
water, but undergo decomposition. By reduction with tin and hydro- 
chloric acid, /3-nitropropionic acid is converted into p- alanine hydro- 
chloride. W. O. W. 

Derivatives of TMacetic Acid. By S. Gabriel (Ben, 12, 1639— 
1641). — Phemjlene-dibhiacetic acid , C 6 Hi(S.CH 2 .COOH)a, is prepared 
by the action of chloracetic acid (2 mols.) on a warm alkaline solution 
of thioresorcinol (1 mol.). On acidifying the mixture with hydro- 
chloric acid, the acid soparates out as an oily liquid, which soon 
solidifies to a crystalline mass. The crystals melt at 127°, forming a 
turbid liquid which becomes clear at 150°. 

Toluene-ditkiacetic acid, 08HjMe(S.CHa.0OOH) 2 , obtained by a 
similar reaction, crystallises in needles (m. p. 151*5°), soluble in hot 
water. 

Phemjlene-dioxyaceiic add , CgHi ( O . CH a . C O OH) 2 , produced by the 
action of chloracetic acid on an alkaline solution of resorcinol, forms 
pale-yellow crystals (m. p. 198°). Bibromophenyhne-fUozy acetic add, 
separates out as a white powder when bromine vapour is passed into 
the aqueous solution of this acid. It is deposited from a hot alcoholic 
vol. xxxvni. d 
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solution in white, silky needles (m.p. 250°). BmzyUhiacctic ockh 
C 6 H 5 . CH 3 . S. CTL.COOH, crystallises in flat plates (m. p. 50°). Tlio 
tnnkh, C6H 3 .CH 2 .S.CH 2 .C6NH 2 , is obtained in rectangular plates 
(m. v. 97°), by tbe action of ammonia at 100° on etbvl beuzyl-thi- 
acetate (b.p. 2/5 — 290°). W. O. W. 

Laurie Acid and its Conversion into Undecylic Acid. By F. 
Kkafft (J Ber. } 12, 1664 — 1668) —Laurie acid is best prepared from 
commercial bay oil (07. laurin nngumos). For this purpose tlio oil is 
saponilied by boiling with a solution of potasb for several hours ; the 
potash soap is decomposed by warm hydrochloric acid, and the mixture 
of acids thus set free is distilled under greatly diminished pressure. 
The first portion of the distillate subjected to repeated redist illation 
under d iminis hed pressure yields pure lauric acid (m. p. 43*5°, b. p. 
222*5° under 100 mm. pressure). 

The l-etune , C^H^O, obtained by tbe dry distillation of a mixture 
of barium laurate and acetate under diminished pressure, melts at 28° 
and boils at 263°. On oxidation with chromic mixture this substance 
yields acetic acid and an oily liquid consisting of a mixture of unde- 
cylic acid and unaltered ketone. The undecylic acid is converted into 
its barinm salt, which is treated with ether to remove the ketone. 
This acid crystallises in scales, which melt at 28*5° and boil at 213° 
nnder 100 mm. pressure. W. 0. W. 

Tridecylic, Pentadecoio, and Margaric Acids. By F. KiurFT 
(Ber., 12, 1668 — 1675). — Myristic acid, prepared by the saponification 
of Mnscata butter and purified by distillation under diminished pres- 
sure, melts at 53*5° and boils at 248° nnder 100 mm. pressure. 

The ketone, C^H^O, obtained by the dry distillation undor dimi- 
nished pressure of a mixture of barium acetate and myristafe, melts 
at 39°, boils at 294°, and on oxidation yields acetic and tridocoie 
acids. 

The latter acid, purified by redistillation and conversion into its 
barium salt, melts at 40 5° and boils at 236° under 100 mm. pressure. 

By a similar process peutadecoic add , Oi-jHmOs, can be obtained 
from palmitic acid (m.p. 02° and b. p. 2G8 5° under 100 mm. pressure 4 ). 
The ketone melts at 48° and boils at 320°. Pentadoeoio acid melts 
at 51°, and boils at 257° nnder 100 mm. pressure. 

Margaric acid , prepared synthetically from stearic add (b. p. 287° 
nnder 100 mm. pressure), is identical with the margaric acid obtained 
by Heintz (Fogg. Ann., 102, 257) by tbe saponification of octyl 
cyanide. The acid melts at 59*8° (uncon*.), and boils at 277° under 
100 mm. pressure. 

The discovery of tridecoic and pentadecoic acids makes tho list of 
fatty acids complete as far as stearic acid. W. 0. W. 

Hydroxethylmethylaeetic Acid. By W. v. Miller (Ber,, 12, 
1544). — To show that Xeubauer’s angelic acid resulted from ethyl- 
methylacetic acid, which, togetherwith isobutylformic acid, is a product 
of the oxidation of amyl alcohol obtained by fermentation, tho author 
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prepared ethylmethylacetic acid by Sauer’s process, and oxidised it 
with potassium permanganate. The product was 'a-hydroxethyl- 
mefhylacet'ic acid, CEtMe(OH).COOH (m. p. 68°). On distilling this 
acid with sulphuric acid no methylcrotonic acid was formed. 

W. ft. 

Hydroxisobutylformie Acid. By W. v. MrLLER (JBer, 12, 1542 
— 1543). — From a careful comparison of the copper salts, the author 
concludes that the dimethacrylic add, prepared by him by oxidising 
/3-hydroxisobutylformic add, CMe 2 (OH).CH 2 .COOH, is identical 
with an acid obtained by A. and M. Saytzeff, by oxidising syntheti- 
cally prepared allyl dimethyl carbinol. The ^-hydroxisobutylformie 
add, of wliioh the formula is given above, is an intermediate product 
between isobutylformic acid and its ultimate product of oxidation 
with potassium permanganate, viz., dimethacrylic acid. W. ft. 

Synthesis of Ketonie Acids. By P. Hofferichter (J. pr. Chem. 
[2], 20, 195 — 200). — Trichloracetic cyanide , prepared by the action of 
silver cyanide on trichloracetic bromide, is a colourless liquid (b. p. 
117 — 119°), soluble in ether. It refracts light powerfully, and has a 
sp. gr. 1*559 at 15°. It is decomposed by water with formation of 
hydrocyanic and trichloracetic adds. On exposure to moist air, a 
deliquescent white crystalline substance is formed. A solid poly- 
meride, which is produced in small quantities in the preparation of the 
liquid trichloracetic cyanide, crystallises in rhombic plates (m. p. 140°), 
soluble in alcohol and in ether. It is decomposed on boiling with 
water. 

Tricliloracetyl carboxylic acid is formed when the liquid cyanide is 
treated with dilute hydrochloric add (sp. gr. 1*16) at 50°. It is 
separated from trichloracetic acid by recrystallisation of the sodium 
salts. Sodium trichloracetylcarboxylate crystallises in prisms contain- 
ing 2 mols. HoO, which are less soluble than the tabular crystals of 
sodium trichloracetato. The add forms small prisms (m. p. 89°), 
soluble in wator. By the action of fuming hydrochloric add on tri- 
chloracetic cyanide, a white crystalline amide is produced, which 
appears to have the composition C g Cl 6 O fi H 8 N 2 . W. C. W. 

Maleic Acid from Dichloracetic Acid, By S. TAyATARt(Ber., 
12, 15 C3 — 1566), — Ethyl dichloracetate dissolved in alcohol is not 
acted on by molecular silver at the boiling point of alcohol; if, how- 
ever, ethyl dichloracetate is heated with molecular silver at 210° in 
sealed tubes, silver chloride is formed, and a small quantity of an 
ethereal salt boiling about 210°, which on saponification with baryta- 
water yields barium maleate. 

Sodium acts energetically on dry ethyl dichloracetate ; if the reaction 
is modified by use of anhydrous ether, there is found amongst the pro- 
ducts of decomposition, an ethereal salt distilling between 100 — 120°, 
which is more soluble in water than the ethyl dichloracetate ; it is 
soluble in warm baryta- water. On standing, this solution decomposes 
with formation of barium carbonate. The nature of this product is 
as yet unexplained. P» P- B. 
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Occurrence of Tricarballylic and Aconitic Acids in Beet- 
Juice. By E. 0. von. Lippmann (Ber., 12, 1649— 1651).— Tricnrbally- 
lic acid is not fonnd in fresh beetroot, but tho author confirms his 
previous observation (Her., 11, 707, this Journal, 1878, Absfc., 002) as to 
the occurrence of the calcium salt of this acid in tlie vacuum pans ot 
the beet-sugar manufactory. Aconitic acid, detected by Bohr in tlio 
juice of the sugar-cane ( Ber ., 10, 351, this Journal, 1877, 2, 182) is 
also present in beet-juice. C. W. 

The Acid of Drosera Intermedia. By G. Stein ( Tlrr., 12, 
1603). — According to Lucas and Trommsdorf (Amialm, 8, 237) tho 
acid contained in this plant is malic, whilst Reess and Will ( Central - 
blattf. Agneulturcliemie , 10, 230) suppose it to contain formic, pro- 
pionic, and butyric acids, and finally Hager asserts that it contains 
citric and malic acids. The author has extracted some of this acid, 
and from the characters of its salts concludes that it is citric acid. 
The acid has also been obtained crystallising in rhombic prisms, and 
the analysis of its lead salt shows it to be citric acid. P. P. B. 

Derivatives of Triethyl citrate. By J. Conen (Ber., 12, 1653 — 
1655 ). — Triethyl dimte, C 3 H 4 OH(COOEt)j, prepared by tho action of 
hydrochloric acid on a mixture of citric acid and alcohol, is a thick 
colourless liquid, sp. gr. 1’13G9 at 20° compared with water at 4°, 
b. p. 261° under 300 mm. pressure. 

Tetrethyl titrate, C 3 H 40 Et(C 00 Et) 3 , is formed when the product of 
the action of sodium on triethyl citrate (diluted with dry ether) is 
heated with ethyl iodide at 100°. This citrate is a pale-yellow oil, 
sp. gr. 1-1022 at 20°, boiling at 290° with decomposition. 

A liquid having the composition CaH^COOEt)^ and of sp. gr. 
1-1064, is produced by heating a mixture of phosphorous chlorido and 
ethyl citrate at 100°. This substance decomposes on distillation. 

W. 0. w. 


Action of Phosphorus Pentachloride and Hydriodic Acid on 
Saccharic Acid. By H. de la Mo-he (Ber., 12, 1571— 1573).— Tho 
results published by C. J. Bell (this Journal, Abst., 1879, 917) nro 
the same as those published by the author in his Dissertation (Hallo, 
1878). The author also points out that chloromucio acid obtained 
from saccharic or inucic acid always crystallises with 2 rnols. of waicr 
of crystallisation, CeHiCljChSHoO. 

Saccharic acid when heated with hydriodic acid and amorphous 
phosphorus in sealed tubes at 140— 150°, yields a small quantity of an 
acid, m. p. 148 — 149°, the analysis of which, and its properties, as also 
those of its salts, show it to be adipic acid. P. p. B. 

Constitution of Deoxalie Acid. By J. Klein (7 pr. Ohm . [2], 
20, 14S — 159). — By acting on ethyl oxalate with sodium-amalgam, * 
£*owig, in 1861, obtained a substance of the formula CuHutOa, which 
he regarded as the triethyl salt of deoxalie acid, C 0 HA, and by heat, 
ing this with dilute sulphuric acid, he converted it into ethyl racemato, 
with evolution of carbonic anhydride. Brunner, in 1870, contended 
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that the original reduction-product of ethyl oxalate has the formula 
C 12 H 20 O 9 , and is the triethyl salt of an acid of the formula C ft H 6 09 , 
which, however, he coaid not isolate, owing to its decomposition into 
racemic and glyoxylic acids- The author has confirmed Lo wig’s results 
in the following manner : — Ethyl deoxalate prepared by the action of 
sodium-amalgam on ethyl oxalate melts at 85°, and has all the pro- 
perties attributed to it by Lowig. The barium salt was prepared by 
titrating the ethyl salt with standard baryta- water. Both the titra- 
tion and the analysis of the barium salt point to the correctness of 
Lowig’s formula. The calcium salt has the formula (CJEEsOs^Cag. 
The free acid, prepared from the barium salt by means of sulphuric 
acid, forms very deliquescent crystals, and from several analyses 
appears to have the formula 

Treated with acetic or with benzoic chloride, it forms monacetyl- 
and benzoyl-deoxalic acid, and with acetic anhydride, or with benzoic 
chloride, at a higher temperature, a diacetyl or dibenzoyl acid. It 
appears therefore to contain two alcoholic hydroxyls. The amount of 
carbonic anhydride evolved on boiling the acid with dilute Bulphuric 
acid was estimated, and agreed with the equation C 5 H 3 0 8 .Et, = 
OiHiOo.Ets + OO a , ethyl racemate being formed at the same time. 
The ethyl racemate gave an acid agreeing with the ordinary racemic 
acid in all its properties. 

On heating deoxalic acid with hydriodic acid no reduction took 
place, but it was converted into racemic acid, and at a still higher 
temperature, succinic acid was produced- The tricarboxylic acid, 
of which deoxalic acid is a hydroxylic derivative, was not isolated in 
this reaction. W. R. 

Synthesis of the Closed Benzene Ring- By Y, v. Richter 
(J.pr. Ohem. [2], 19, 205 — 208. — In order to accomplish the synthesis 
of benzene by means of diethylene-diketone the author subjected the 
succinates of potassium, sodium, magnesium, calcium, and lead to dry 
distillation. The distillate contained quinol, and benzene was obtained 
by the action of zinc dust on the distillate, but diethylene-diketone has 
not yet been isolated. 

No benzene derivatives were formed by distilling ethylene succinate 
with zinc dusb. W. C. W. 

Derivatives of Isodurene. By M. Bieeefeldt (Annalen^ 198, 
380 — 388). — The isodurene used in these experiments was prepared by 
the method described by Jannasch (Ber., 8 , 355), viz., by the action 
of sodium on a mixture of monobromomesitylene and methyl iodide 
dilated with a small quantity of benzene. Isodurene boils at 195 — 
197°. IsodurenesulplLomc acid obtained by treating the hydrocarbon 
with fuming sulphuric acid crystallises ia plates which melt 
in their water of crystallisation at 100°. Lead {sodusrenesulpJi ate, 
(C 6 HMe 4 SOa) 3 Pb + 3H»0, forms needle-shaped crystals, so also^ do 
tho salts of barium (anhydrous), ea Icivmi ( 3 Hj()), and potassium 
(lHsO). The copper salt crystallises in pale bluish-green needles, 
which are anhydrous. The silver saU forms transparent rhombic 
plates ; the strontium salt is deposited in lustrous plates containing 
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9 mols. HA The sodium salt crystallises in shining rhombio plates 
containing mol. H a O. The cobalt salt crystallises in pale red four- 
sided plates which contain mols. HA 

When isodurene is boiled with dilute nitric acid (1 : 4) for two days, 
a mixture of a- and /3-isoduric acids (C 10 H 12 O 2 ) is formed, together 
with a polybasie acid, which does not melt at 300°, and also several 
nitro-products. The a- and /3-acids can be separated by recrystallisa- 
tion from hot water, or by fractional crystallisation of their calcium 
salts. 

a-Isodnrir acid melts at 215° and at a higher temperature sublimes, 
forming long glistening needles. It is very sparingly soluble in 
water, bnt dissolves in alcohol, ether, and hot benzene. From a dilute 
ethereal solution, the acid is deposited in dear monoclinic crystals 
which refract light powerfully. The a-acid can be distilled in a 
current of steam. Its salts are crystalline and are soluble in water. 
(C 10 H,A) 3 Ca4-5HA (CinHiiO^aSr-b 513^0 , and (C 10 H x A)JBa+4H 8 O 
form needle-shaped crystals. 

(3'lsorturio acid is much more soluble in water, ether, chloroform, 
benzene, alcohol, and light petroleum than the a-acid. It crystallises 
in needles which melt at 120 — 123°. The calcium salt forms glisten- 
ing needle-shaped crystals containing 2 mols. HA 

Alonobromisodnrene boils at 252 — 254°, and crystallises in nacreous 
plates. W. C. W. 

Behaviour of Cymene in the Animal Organism. By Jacobsen 
(Der t1 12 , 1512 — 1518). — As cymene has been prepared from normal 
propyl iodide and parabromotoluene, and as the author has shown that 
the hydrocarbon produced from parabromocumene and methyl iodide is 
not cymene, but an isomeride, no doubt would remain regarding the 
constitution of cymene were it not for two reactions. The first of these, 
noticed by Kraut and confirmed by the author, is that cymene is pro- 
duced by the action of zinc dust on eymyl alcohol, and the second is 
the oxidation of cymene in the organism to cuminic acid, observed by 
NencH and Ziegler. Both of these results are unfavourable to the 
theory that cymene contains a normal propyl group. In the present 
paper r the author gives an account of a repetition of Kencki and 
Ziegler’s experiments. 

The cymene was administered to a dog, and its nrine, after evapo- 
ration, was acidified and shaken with ether. After distillating off the 
ether, the residue gave a copious precipitate with hydrochloric acid, 
which was found to consist for the most part of cuminuric acid, 
CijHjaNOj. The filtrate from this precipitate gave a distillate contain- 
ing a little paraxylylic acid, showing that the cymene administered to 
the dog had contained a little pseudocumene. 

^ Cuminuric acid melts at 168°,. and volatilises without decomposi- 
tion. It is almost insoluble in cold, but comparatively easily soluble 
in warm water; it dissolves with the greatest readiness in alcohol; 
ether, however, dissolves it wifi, difficulty. From water it crystal- 
lises — (I), on addition of an acid, in nacreous scales; and (2), on 
slow evaporation, in large iridescent rhombic plates, without water of 
crystallisation ; and from alcohol, on evaporation, in radiated crystals. 
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The "barium salty (CuHuNO^g-HiO, dissolves with some difficulty, 
and crystallises from, its hot solution in long right-angled plates or 
in flat needles, arranged in a fan-shaped form. The calcium salty 
(O i 2 H*2iN03)«.3H 2 0, crystallises in thin needles, and is also soluble 
with difficulty. Tho ammonium and potassium salts are very easily 
soluble, and crystallise in needles. The two latter salts give pre- 
cipitates with salts of zinc, manganese, cadmium, magnesium, ferrous 
and ferric salts, copper, lead, and silver ; with mercuric chloride, it 
gives no precipitate, and with mercuric nitrate, a floeculent insoluble 
precipitate. 

This cuminurie acid probably differs from that which Cahours pre- 
pared from euminic chloride and glycolyl silver. 

In order further to confirm the relations of this acid, it was decom- 
posed by beating with hydrochloric acid ; it split up into glycocine and 
cuminic acid, melting at 116 — 117°, and agreeing in all its properties 
with that described by others. It thus appears that cuminic acid is 
really a product of oxidation o£ cymene in the animal organism, but 
to remove all doubt, and further to connect cuminic and cuminurie 
acids, the latter acid was synthetically prepared from cymyl alcohol 
and glyeocol silver. The product was identical in all respects with 
that separated from the urine. 

If, then, there is conclusive proof that cumene contains normal 
propyl and that cuminic acid contains isopropyl, then the preparation 
of cumene from cymyl alcohol with zinc dust involves the trans- 
iormatiQn of isopropyl into normal propyl, and, on the other hand, the 
formation of cuminic acid from cymene implies the opposite change. 

In conclusion, the author draws attention to the fact that in his 
experiments, the chief product was cuminurie acid, whilst in those of 
Xencki and Ziegler, cuminic acid was formed. He also found the 
latter acid, but in very small amount. W. R. 

Products of Distillation of Gum-ammoniac Resin with 
Zinc-dust. By G. L. Ciajhician (Ber., 12, 16-58 — 16G4). — The oily 
liquid which is obtained by the distillation of gum-ammoniac resin 
with zinc- dust consists of a mixture of para- and metaxylenes (b. p. 
136 — 138°), meta-ethyltoluene (b. p. 160°), methyl ortho-ethylphenate 
(L p. 180 — 200°), and a hydrocarbon having the composition G13H20O, 
which yields on oxidation benzoic, acetic, and perhaps propionic acids. 
Xo naphthalene derivatives are formed. Ortho-ethylphenol obtained 
by the saponification of the methyl ether is a thick, colourless oil 
(b. p. 220°), which remains liquid when cooled down in a freezing 
mixture. On fusion with potash, it is decomposed with production of 
salicylic acid* W. O. W. 

Condensation-products of Aldehydes with Primary Aromatic 
Bases. By O. Fischer (Ber. y 12, 1693 — 1694). — Although the author 
was unable to obtain diamidotriphenylmetliam "by decomposing tetra- 
methyldiamidotriphenylmethane with concentrated hydrochloric acid, 
he has succeeded in preparing it by the action of zinc chloride on a 
mixture of aniline and benzaldehy.de. This base is a crystalline sub- 
stance and is soluble in light petroleum. By the action of methyl 
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iodide, at; 130°, on the solution of the base in methyl alcohol, ietra- 
methyldiamidotriphenylmethane methiodide is prodnced. 

Condensation-products of Tertiary Aromatic Bases. By 
0. Fischeb (He/., 12, 1685 — 1693). — A good mode of preparing 
tetramethyldiamido^riphenylmethane consists in digesting on a water- 
bath a mixture of benzaldehyde (1 mol.) and dimethylaniline (2 mols.) 
%\ith a quantity of solid zinc chloride, equal in weight to the dimethyl- 
aniline taken, until scarcely any dimethylaniline separates out on the 
addition of an alkali to a small quantity of the product. If the mass 
grows very thick during the operation, sufficient water should be 
added to reduce it to a pasty consistency. The solution obtained by 
treating the crude product with boiling water deposits the base in a 
state of comparative purity. The hydrochloride , C*iH. 0 Na2HCl, crys- 
tallises out in colourless hygroscopic needles, when ether is added to a 
solution of the base dissolved in strong hydrochloric acid mixed with 
alcohol. The 'methiodide, s 2MeI, is deposited from concentrated 

aqueous solutions in plates, and from dilute solutions in needles, 
which melt at 218 — 222° with decomposition into methiodide and 
the original base. 

Tetramethyldiamidotriphenylcarbinol , C^HaJSis.HsO, the base con- 
tained in benzaldehyde green, is obtained in colourless needles by 
recrystallising from light petroleum the precipitate formed by the 
action of an alkali on the salts produced by the oxidation of the leuco- 
base. 

The crystals melt at 120°, and form ethers when recrystallised 
from alcohol. The ethyl ether , best prepared by heating the carbinol 
with alcohol at 110 °, melts at 162°. 

The zincochloride , CosH*^ 4 - ZnCl 8 + H 2 0, crystallises in dark- 
green glistening needles or scales freely soluble in water. The 
sulphate, C 2 JS 04 N 2 + H 2 SO 4 , forms beetle-green needles, containing 
1 mol. of water. The methiodide , Co^H^OOHsNofMelJs + 2H 2 0, crys- 
tallises in colourless needles, which begin to decompose at 100 °. 

The constitution of benzaldehyde green (Ber^ 12, 796 ; and this 
Journal, 1879, Abst., 787) is represented by one of the following 
formulae : — 

0 H 

Ph(C (1 H 1 .KMe,)C<p^ 1 >KiIe, or Pi 1 (0 e H t .OTIe,)0< / I* 

3 X NMe:OH„. 

Tetramethyldiomidopropyltriplie?iylmetliane , obtained from cumic alde- 
hyde and dimethylaniline, crystallises in long colourless needles (m. p. 
118°). It bears close resemblance to the leuco-base of benzaldehyde 
green, yielding on oxidation a bluish-green colouring matter. 

Bimethylaiiiline and meihylal yield tetramethyldiamidodiphenyl- 
methane (m. p. 91°), which has been previonsly described by Han- 
hart (Her., 12, 681 ; this Journal, 1879, Ahst., 714. Boebner (Her. 
12, 810), and by Michler and Moro (ibid., 12, 1170). The compound 
which Pauly (Annalen, 187, 198) obtained by the action of benzo- 
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phenone chloride on dimethylaniline has the composition C 21 H 21 N, and 
not C 21 H 19 N as given by the discoverer. 

Dimethylaniline-phthalein, CsiHo^oOa, is prepared by the action of 
zinc chloride on a mixture of phthalic chloride and dimethylaniline. 
The excess of dimethylaniline is removed from the resulting product 
by treatment with hot water, and the residue is dissolved in dilute 
acetic acid. The precipitate which is thrown down on the addition 
of an alkali to this acid liquid is dried and dissolved in a small quantity 
of benzene. When light petroleum is poured into this solution, the 
impurities separate out, together with a portion of the phthalein. On 
evaporating the filtrate, the phthalein slowly crystallises out, and is 
purified by recrystallisation from benzene. The pure substance forms 
colourless rhombohedrons, which melt at 188°. A green colouring 
matter is produced as a bye-product in the preparation of diracthyl- 
aniline-phthale’in ; its formation increases with the temperature at 
which the process is conducted. W. C. W. 

Some New Colouring Matters. By P. Greiff (Per., 12, 
1610 — 1G11). — By the action of chloranil on dimethylaniline, a deep 
blnish- violet colouring matter is obtained ; it is insoluble in water, but 
dissolves in alcohol and acetic acid. Methyldiphenylamine gives a 
colouring matter of a deeper bine. These reactions take place at the 
ordinary temperature, and give good yields, (jninone gives similar 
products. Chloranilic acid and the sulpho-aeids of chloranil react 
differently. Phenanthraquinone gives under similar circumstances 
bluish- violet bodies, having strongly marked dichroism. The addition 
of zinc chloride in all these reactions is advantageous. P. P. B. 

Action of Hydrocyanic Acid on Diazo-compounds. By 
S. Gabriel (Per., 12, 1637 — 1639). — A substance, having the com- 
position C 8 H 8 N 4 , separates out iu orange-coloured crystals when a cold 
aqueous solution of diazobenzenesulphate or nitrate is allowed to drop 
slowly into a well-cooled solution of potassium cyanide. The crystals 
are dissolved in a small quantity of warm alcohol, and warm water is 
added to the solution. When the mixture cools, large prisms (m. p. 
69°) are deposited, which decompose, forming a blown resin, if left in 
contact with the mother-liquor for several hours. The compound is 
also decomposed by boiling in water, hydrocyanic acid being evolved, 
and a resinous body formed. 

By the action of potassium cyanide on bromodiazobenzene nitrate 
(from bromaniline, m. p. Cl) an unstable crystalline product (m. p. 
127’5°) is obtained, which appears to have the composition C 8 H 5 Br]SU, 

By a similar reaction, the compound CoH 8 N 4 may be prepared from 
toluene. It is deposited from an alcoholic solution in reddish-yellow 
plates or needles, which melt at 77*5°, but decompose if heated at 60° 
for some time. W. 0. W. 

Formula of Quinhydrone. By H. Wichblhaus (Per,, 12, 1500 — 
1505). — The question considered in this paper is which one of the fol- 
lowing formulae for quinhydrone is the correct one : — 

HO.C 5 H 4 .O.O.CA.OH = Ci*HiA 
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proposed by Graebe, or HO.CeHiO.OCbH^O.OCbHi OH = CaoHioOe, 
suggested by tbe author. 

jNietzki’s argument in favour of the former formula is, tbat as 
quinone is reduced to quinol in theoretical proportion by sulphurous 
acid, quinliydrone should also be acted on in the same manner. In 
support of this view, he has adduced a series of experiments, in which 
quinhy drone was 1 educed by such a quantity of sulphurous acid as to 
lead to the formula C^H^O*. 

The author has repeated these experiments, and has found that they 
are untrustworthy, owing to the fugitive blue colour produced by iodine 
in presence of quinliydrone during titration of excess of sulphurous 
acid. 

He next brings forward in suppoit of his own views, the fact 
that methylquinhydrone, prepared by melting at 100° a mixture of 
methylquinol with quinone, gives numbers which, though differing 
but slightly from those required for Graebe’s formula, still agree 
better with the formula proposed by bim ; also, that during the re- 
action between methylquinol and quinone, hydrogen is set free, which 
reduces the latter, giving rise to a considerable formation of quinol ; 
and, lastly, tbat on decomposing methylquinhydrone with sulphurons 
acid, the resulting quinol bears to the methylquinol the proportion of 
1 : 2*5. This agrees closely with the proportion calculated for 
CaoH^Oa, viz., 1 : 2*26, but not with that for CuH^Oi, viz., 1 : 1 *13. 

In farther support of his views, the author calls attention to the 
fact that dimethyl- and diethyl-quinone have no action on quinol, for 
hydroxyl is not present in their molecules. When substituted quinols 
act on quinone, unsubstitnted quinliydrone is invariably formed, whilst 
a reduction takes place owing to the liberated hydrogen. 

In a similar manner the formation of chloroquinol by treatment of 
quinone with hydrochloric acid is explicable by the following 
equations : — 

CflHiOa *f- 2HC1 — CgHflOo 4- CU ; and Ch 4” CeHgOg = 
CeHaCIO* + HC1. 

An analogous reaction takes place with hydrobromic acid. The 
resulting mouobromoquinol has the formula 0 6 H 6 Br0 3 ; it may bo 
sublimed in small quantities, melts at 110 — 112°. and is soluble in 
chloroform, benzene, and hot water. During its purification by crys- 
tallisation from light petroleum, a product, agreeing fairly with the 
formula CtHjB^O, is obtained less soluble than the former ; it crys- 
tallises in white needles grouped in stars, and melts at 185 — 186°. 

W. B. 

Constitution of Phenylhalogenpropionic Acids. By E. Eklen- 
muy*e (Ber., 12 , 1607 — 1610). The author criticises the views held 
by Glaser (Annalen, 154 , 167) and Eittig (ibid., 195 , 170) ou the 
constitution of the phenylhalogenpropionic acids and phenyllactic 
acids prepared by them, and concludes that these acids have the fol- 
lowing constitutions : — 

C 6 Hfi.0HX.CH>C00H ; C 6 H 6 .CH(OH).CH*.COOH, and 

CftH ft .OH(OH).CHX.GOOH, P, P. B. 
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Monobromocinnamic Acids and Phenylfumaric Acid. By 
F. Barisch (J. pr. Chem . [2], 20, 173 — 188). — By the action of 
alcoholic potash on dibromohydrocinnamic acid, G-laser (Annaleti, 143, 
3*30) obtained two isomeric monobromocinnamic acids, which were 
separated by recrystallising their ammonium salts. 0 -Bromostyrene, 
PhCBr ! CH 2 (b. p. 117°), is formed as a bye-product in this opera- 
tion from the decomposition of a portion of the monobromocinnamic 
acid (m. p. 131°), PhCBr : CH.COOH. 

Glaser prefixes a to the acid crystallising in needles (m. p. 131°), 
and calls the isomeride which forms crystalline plates (m. p. 120 °) 
the 0-acid. The author proposes to reverse this nomenclature, since 
a-derivatives have a lower melting point, and enter more readily into 
reactions than 0-compounds. Both a- and 0-monobromocinnamic acid 
when treated with alcoholic potash yield the same phenylpropionic acid, 
PhC : C.COOH. When hydrochloric acid is passed through their 
alcoholic solutions, they both yield the same ethyl 0 -bromocinnamate 
(b. p. 290°). The a-acid during the act of etherification is transformed 
into the 0 -acid. 

Fhenylfumaric acid , CioHsO*, or COOH.CPh ! CH.COOH, is ob- 
tained by heating at 150° a mixture of potassium cyanide, alcohol, and 
ethyl- 0 -bromoeinnamate, and boiling the prodnct with alcoholic 
potash. On the addition of hydrochloric acid, a resinons substance 
separates out, the supernatant liquid is concentrated by evaporation 
and extracted with ether, when the new acid is obtained in white 
crystals (m. p. 161°), freely soluble in alcohol, ether, and hot water. 
The potassium, sodium, ammonium, calcium, and barium salts of this 
acid dissolve readily in water. W. C. W. 

Formation of Para-hydroxybenzoic Acid from Sodium Fhe- 
nate. By H. Osr (/. pr. Ghent. [2] 20, 208). — Yery small quantities 
of para-hydroxybenzoic acid and traces of a-phenol-dicarboxylic acid 
are formed by the action of carbonic anhydride on sodium phenate. 
The presence of these acids can be detected in the filtrate after the 
precipitation of the salicylic acid. W. 0. W. 

Constitution of Ellagic Acid. By H. Schitp (Per., 12, 1533— 
1537). — Gallic acid, when boiled with arsenic anhydride, forms digallic 
acid by union of two molecules. If the mass is dried and heated to 
160°, tho arsenic acid is reduced and ellagic acid is formed : — 

2C u H 10 O* -f- A.S 2 O 5 — 2C U H 3 0 8 + 4H 2 0* -f- AsjOg. 

Tho question is, are the two benzene-groups in ellagic acid united 
directly, or by means of oxygen ? The ease with which that acid is 
formed from gallic acid seems to point to a negative answer ; but, on 
the other hand, no attempt to convert ellagio into gallic acid has been 
successful. Assuming that direct union subsists, the author suggests 
the following formulae : — 

20 6 H 3 (OH) 3 .COOH = OeH(OH),(COOH).O a H(OH) s .COOH. 

2 mols. of ellagio acid. Ellagic acid dried in air. 

Ellagic anhydride cannot be etherified, does not combine with hydro- 
gen, and cannot be reconverted into gallic or tannic acids ; it forms a 
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tetracetyl derivative. The author supposes it to have one of the follow- 
ing formula: * 

/0\ CO x 

CO— C„H(OH) s n „ OJ — -C 8 H(OH) 2 
/0\| ° r |0\J 

CO— 0 6 H OH) a CO- C b H(OH)> 

The two molecules of water are not expelled at the same temperature, 
but it has recently been shown that the temperature at which the 
second is expelled is much lower than was formerly supposed* These 
formula sufficiently represent the neutral and basic salts formed by 
ellagic acid. W. R. 

New Organic Acid occurring in Agaricus Integer. By W. 
Thoener (Per., 12, 1635—1(537)* — From 19 to 20 per cent, of mannitol 
can be extracted from Agaricus integer by treatment with boiling 
alcohol. An acid having the composition C 15 Hco0 2 is contained in the 
alcoholic mother-liquors. In order to isolate it. the alcoholic solution 
is evaporated to dryness on a water-bath, the residne is exhausted first 
with water to remove any mannitol which may be present, and then 
with hydrochloric acid, ft is finally dissolved in a solution of soda to 
which one- third of its volume of alcohol has been added. After eva- 
porating off the alcohol, the acid is precipitated by boiling with dilute 
hydrochloric acid. The pure acid is deposited from an alcoholic solu- 
tion in white needles (m. p. 70°) soluble in ether, benzene, toluene, 
carbon bisulphide, chloroform, boiling alcohol, and boiling glacial acetic 
acid. The potassium, sodium, and ammonium salts are sparingly soluble 
in cold water, but dissolve in warm dilute alcohol. Ba(Ci 5 Ho 0 0 2 )2 and 
Pb(OJBWW% and also the calcium, magnesium, and silver salts are 
white insoluble compounds. The lead salt melts at 114°. 

W. 0. w. 

Kyuuric Acid. By M. Kketschy (Per., 12, 1673— 1675).— 
Kynuric acid is completely resolved into its elements by fusion with 
potash. Chinoline is formed when this acid is heated at 240° with 
strong hydrochloric acid, and also when it is distilled with zinc-dust. 

w. c. w. 

Aromatic TMoearfoamides. By C. Feuerlbin (Per., 12, 1602 — 
1603). — The preparation of phenylcyanamide from monophenyl thio- 
carbamide basbeen described in a former communication (this Journal, 
Abst., 1879, 804). From analysis, its formnla is (KE I O ! NPh) a + 
3B*0 ; when placed over sulphuric acid, it forms a syrupy mass, which 
on standing becomes ciwstalline, forming phenylcyanamide. The 
platinum, (ETH I C I !NPhHCl)JPtCh, and the silver compounds, 
(NH l C I N(Ph)) 2 Ag, have been obtained. Mono phenyl thiocarb- 
amide is converted into monophenylguanidine, NH 3 .C(NH)a?h, by the 
action of alcoholic ammonia. This compound when heated burns with- 
out previously melting, and is decomposed by exposure to the air or 
over sulphuric acid into phenylcyanamide. P. P. B. 

Formulae of Thiohydantoins. By G. Liebermann and A. Lakge 
(P er., 12, 1588—1595). — One of the authors has already described 
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the preparation of diphenylthiohydantom (this Journal, Abst., 1870, 
651), which when decomposed with alcoholic potash was supposed to 
yield diphenyl thiocarbamide, potassium sulphide, and potassium gly- 
collate. Further investigation has shown that this decomposition 
yields thioglycollic acid, a reaction also observed by Andreasch ( Ber 
l2, 1885). This decomposition is expressed thus : C^Hi^SO -f 
JCOH + H 2 0 = 4- C 2 H 3 KS0 2 . Diphenyl-thiohydantoin 

is similarly decomposed by alcoholic ammonia at 150°, forming aniline 
and thioglycollic acid, thus: CijH^NoSO + 8NH 3 + 4H s O = 
2C«H 7 K + C a H 3 S0 2 NH 4 + GOtQSS^. 

The supposition that thioglycollic acid owes its formation to a 
secondary reaction, is found to be untenable, since glycollio acid cannot 
be converted into this thio-acid either by boiling with potassium hydro- 
gen sulphide or with diphenylthio carbamide and alcoholic potash. 
Further, the product CoH 7 NS0 2 obtained from diphenylthiocarbamide 
(Joe. cit.) is also resolved by alcoholic potash and baryta- water into 
carbanilide, carbonic anhydride, and thioglycollic acid. These results 

NPh— CH, 

show that the formula, CS\ I , attributed to dipbenylthio- 

X RPh-CO 

hydantoin is incorrect. Rather must it be regarded as analogous to 
Jager’s phenylcarbodiimido-thiacetic acid, 

COOH.CH 2 S.C(NHPh) ! NH 
(J. jpr. Chem . [2], 16, 17), and therefore its formula is 


PhN : c<( 


S.H.O 


NPh. 


.Ao 


Its formation may then be explained as follows : — 

(1.) CS(HHPh). + C1C 2 H 3 0 2 = CiC(NHPh) 2 .S.CH 2 .COOH. 

(2.) 01C (NHPh) 2 S. CHaCOOH - HOI - H 3 0 = 

, S.HaO 

PhN : c/ i . 

x NPh.CO 

This view of the constitution of the thiohydantoin is supported by 
the investigations of Wallach (this Journal, 36, 312), Wallacli and 
Bleibtreu (Ber., 12, 1061), Bemthsen ( Anmlen , 197, 341), and the 
investigation on thiocarbamide of Claus (Ber., 7, 236 and 841). 

In this light thiohydantoin will have the formula — 

KE a .CS<gg ! >CO, 

and the product obtained by Lange from diphenylthiohydantoin (he. 
cit.) is a derivative of monothiocarbanilic acid, having the formula 

0 I CS<Qpk>CO. This is analogous to Yolhard’s CjByNSO* 


(J. p\ Chem., 9, 8), which may be written 0 1 CS<^^*>CO. In 
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an analogous manner Neneki’s compounds (/. pr. Chem. [2], 16, 1) has 
the constitution S *. CS<^ 2 > C0 ’ aud to the carbaminethiacetic 

acid of the same author, the formula 0 l C(NH 2 )S.CHaC00H may 
be attributed. . # 

These new formulas also explain why it is so difficult to remove the 
sulphur from thiohvdantoins, a fact which has been pointed out by 
Yolhard (Annnlen, 166 , 384), Mulder (. Ber ., 8, 1264), Maly (Annalen, 
168 , 133), and noticed by the authors in the case o£ diphenyltkiohy- 
dantoin. 

Action of Potassium Pyrosulphate on Indigo-white. By 
A. Baetdu ( Her ., 12, 1600 — 1602). — According to Baumann, the indi- 
can contained in urine is not a glucoside, but the potassium salt of a 
sulphonic acid of indoxyl (Zeit. f. Physiol. Chem 1, 60 ; Die Synth ? - 
lischen P roc esse in Thierkorper, Berlin, 1878, 6; E. Baumann and L. 
Brieger, Zeit.f. Physiol . Chem., 3, 254; and Baumann and Tiemann, 
this Journal, Abst., 1879, 936). A body possessing the same proper- 
ties as the above-mentioned indican is obtained by heating 1 part of 
indigo, 1 of ferrous sulphate, 2 of potash, 2 of water, and 3— 4 or potas- 
sium pyrosulphate in sealed tubes for 12 hours at 60°. From this, the 
author concludes that the indican from urine is potassium hydiin- 
digotin-sulphonate, Ci 6 H 1 oN’ 2(O.S0 3 K) 2 . Baumann’s analyses confirm 
this observation. P. P. B. 

Action of Chlorine on Dibenzyl. Bv R. Kadis (/. pr. Chem. [21 
19 , 461 — 467). — Paradichlorodibenzyl, C fa H 4 GLCH 2 .CH 2 .C 6 ILCl (m. p. 
112°), is formed by passing chlorine over the crystalline product 
obtained by melting together iodine and dibenzyl, and continuing the 
action until hydrochloric acid begins to he evolved. The resulting 
thick cherry-coloured oil is distilled, and the crystals of pamdichloro- 
dibenzyl deposited from the oily distillate are purified by crystallisation 
from alcohol. It forms thin fine laminae, closely resembling naph- 
thalene, and is easily soluble in alcohol, ether, and chloroform. 

It can be sublimed, giving an odour of bitter almondB when heated, 
and be distilled without decomposition. It yields paradhlorobenzoic 
acid by oxidation with chromic mixture. 

The oily body which is formed at the same time is probably mono- 
chlorodibenzyl. 

Quite a different reaction takes place when chlorine is passed into a 
mixture of pulverised dibenzyl with iodine. In this case toluylene 
with unaltered dibenzyl is produced. Toluylene is also formed to some 
extent by the action of chlorine on the vapour of dibenzyl, and by 
passing chlorine into melted dibenzyl until it begins to turn brown, 
and then distilling, the whole is transformed into toluylene. Coni 
tinning the action until hydrochloric acid is again given off, dichloro- 
toluylene, OuH 30 Gj (m- p. 170°) is obtained. It crystallises in silky 
white needles or laminae, and easily dissolves in alcohol and ether. 

Toluylene is also formed from dibenzyl by the action of potassium 
chlorate and hydrochloric acid. It can be distilled and sublimed like 
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benzoic acid. Its alcoholic solution gives a red coloration with ferric 
chloride. A. J. C. 

Derivatives of ^-Dichloronaplithalene, c-Nitronaphthalene- 
snlphonic Acid. By P. T. Clevb (Ber. f 12, 1714). — e-Trichloro- 
naphthalene (m. p. 65°) was prepared by the action of phosphorus 
pentachloride on ^-dichloronaphthalene (m. p. 48°). The salts of 
3-nitronaphthalenesulphonic acid are crystalline. The chloride of this 
acid melts at 169°, the amide at 216°, and the ethyl salt at 108°. 

W. 0. w. 

Action of Chlorine on Chloronaphthalene : Nitro-derivatives 
of a- and /3-Dichloronaphthalene. By 0. Widmaybt (Per., 12, 
1714 — 1715), — a-Monochloronaphthalene combines with chlorine to 
form Ci 0 H b Cl 2 (m. p. 67°), and Ci 0 H 7 C1.C1* (m. p. 181*5°), whilst 
j8-monochloronaphthalcne forms a liquid trichloronaphthalene, and a 
tetrachloride, CioH 7 Ci.Cl 4 (m. p. 81°), which when treated with potash 
gives a trichloronaphthalene, melting at 140°. By the action of chlo- 
rine on an acetic acid solution of a-monochloronaphthalene, an aceto- 
chloride, CioH 6 Cl 2 .Cl 3 OAe (m. p. 195°) is produced. a-Dichloronaph- 
thalene yields only one nitro-derivative, viz., the trinitro (m. p. 178°), 
but the ^-compound forms a mono- and a dinitro-derivative, which melt 
at 92° and 158° respectively. W. C. W. 

On the Qninone occurring in Agaricus Atrotomentosus. 
By W. Thorner (J9er., 12, 1680 — 1635). — The spectrum of the red 
alcoholic solution of the qninone extracted from Agaricus atrot omen- 
toms by means of ether is characterised by a deep red band between 
B and D. 

A crystalline ammoninm salt separates out as a dirty green-coloured 
powder, when strong ammonia is added to a hot alcoholic solution of 
the qninone. It dissolves in dilute alcohol and in water, forming a 
violet solution, which produces coloured precipitates with many 
metallic salts, viz., a flesh-coloured crystalline precipitate with barium 
chloride; dirty pink flocculent precipitate with calcium chloride; 
brownish-green with lead acetate; black with ferric chloride; dark 
green with mercuric chloride; brownish-black with alum; reddish- 
brown with copper sulphate; brown with platinum chloride; dirty 
green with silver nitrate ; and a beautiful green crystalline precipitate 
with magnesium sulphate. k 

The compound obtained by the action of benzoic anhydride on the 
qninone forms yellow needle-shaped crystals, which melt at 285° i&bh 
decomposition. By heating the qninone with dilute nitric acid, oxalic 
and nitric acids and also a nitro-produefc are formed. The latter body 
is a yellow powder (m. p. 256 — 260°) soluble in alcohol and chloro- 
form. 

By the reduction of the qninone with hydriodic acid, or by zinc and 
hydrochloric acid, two bodies are produced, viz., a yellow powder, 
insoluble in the usual solvents, but easily converted into qninone by 
alkalis, and a white crystalline compound (m. p. 162— 164 u ), soluble 
in alcohol and ether. 



48 


ABSTRACTS OF CHEMICAL PAPERS. 


W ben Heated with zinc-dust, a large volume of gas is evolved, but 
no solid Hydrocarbons were formed in appreciable quantity. From 
these results, the author concludes that this substance is methyldihy- 
droxynaphthoquinone, CioH 8 Me( 02 )(OH)s. 

THe mother-liquor from the quinone contains an acid (m. p. 54°), 
which dissolves in benzene, toluene, ether, chloroform, carbon bisul- 
phide, glacial acetic acid, and petroleum ether. Its barium, calcium, 
lead, and silver salts are insoluble in water. W. C. W. 

Action of Ammonia and Amines on Quinones. Bv T. Zincke 
Ber., 12, 1641 — 1647). — Pheiuinth renequin onim ide i CuHsO.NH (m. p. 
lo9°) is obtained in yellow, needle-shaped crystals, by passing gaseous 
ammonia into a warm alcoholic solution of the quinone, or by dissolv- 
ing the quinone in warm concentrated alcoholic ammonia, CuHrOs + 
3TH 3 r= CuH b .O.NH + H 2 0. The irnide is decomposed by boiling 
with alcohol, the quinone being regenerated. It combines with acids 
to produce red-coloured compounds, which are destroyed by water, 
with production of the quinone. When heated with acetic or benzoic 
anhydride, the imide loses a molecule of water, giving rise to a crystal- 
line compound (m. p. 247°) which is sparingly soluble in hot benzene. 
By the prolonged action of alcoholic ammonia on phenanthrenequinone, 
the imide which is first formed disappears, and a mixture of a basic 
substance soluble in acetic acid, and a neutral compound insoluble in 
acetic acid, is produced. The latter compound sublimes in lustrous 
yellow needles, which have the composition CcgHieNa. A second basic 
substance, very soluble in alcohol, is also formed. It is probably iden- 
tical with von Sommaruga’s base (JBer., 12, 982). A yellow crystalline 
compound, probably CuHg.O.XMe, separates out, when phenanthrene 
quinone is treated with an alcoholic solution of methylamine. The 
crystals are insoluble in alcohol, but dissolve in hot benzene. They 
form a blue compound with strong hydrochloric acid. 

The mother-liquor from the yellow compound contains a strong 
base, CiJEIu^a, which appears to be formed according to the following 
equation: C u Hr 0 3 + 2MeNH a = CuH 8 (NMe) a + 2H a O. This sub- * 
stance crystallises in coluurless prisms (m. p. 186°), and forms 
well crystallised salts, viz., the hydrochloride Ci 6 HuN a HCl, colour- 
less prisms, soluble in water, insoluble in alcohol ; the nitrate, fine 
needles, sparingly soluble in water and in alcohol ; the sulphate, needles 
sparingly soluble in alcohol ; the oxalate, transparent prisms, soluble 
in hot dilute alcohol. Naphthoquinone forms with ammonia a brown 
amorphous product, but with primary amines it yields crystalline 
derivatives, according to the equation : — 

2C lu H« 0 2 + NH-jB/ = C 10 H 6 (O) 2 NR' + CioH8(OH)2. 

Naphtho- Amine. Hew compound. Naphthoqumol. 
quinone. 

The compound CiaHs.Of.NPh is obtained by adding an excess of 
aniline to a hot alcoholic solution of naphthoquinone. The precipitate 
which is thrown down on the addition of water to the mixture is 
treated with acetic acid to remove excess of aniline, and is then 
rccrystaJlised from alcohol, when the pure substance separates out in 
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lustrous red needles, which melt at 191°, and sublime at a higher tem- 
perature. The crystals dissolve in hot benzene, alcohol, and ether ; 
they yield with sulphuric acid a red solution, and with alcoholic potash 
a purple colour. 

By the action of zinc and hydrochloric acid, or of sulphurous acid, 
the compound is split up into naphthoquinol and aniline. 

With paratoluidine, naphthoquinone forms a beautiful red compound, 
crystallising in needles (m. p. 200°). The metbylamine compound 
crystallises in bright red needles, which melt at 225°, and the ethyl- 
amine compound forms orange- coloured needles (m. p. 140°). 

A crystalline substance is also produced by the action of diphenyl- 
amine on naphthoquinone, in presence of hydrochloric acid. 

Benzoquinone differs from naphthoquinone in its behaviour to 
amines, e.g., 20aH 4 0 2 4- 2Pb.NH 2 = 0 6 Hi0 2 (!N’HPh) 3 + C 6 H 4 (OH) 2 . 

w. c. w. 

AmidoaiithraqtiirLoiie from Anthraquinone-monosulphonic 
Acid. By H. B>. v. Pekgeb (Her., 12. 1566 — 1571). — Anthraquinone- 
monosulphonic acid, or its ammonium salt, when heated with ammonia 
in sealed tubes at 190°, yields a red crystalline product, which is soluble 
in concentrated hydrochloric acid, and on addition of water is thrown 
down again as an orange or red flocculent precipitate. By repeated 
sublimation in a current of carbonic anhydride, and crystallisation 
from alcohol and benzene, this compound is obtained pure. Analysis 
shows it to he monamidoanthraquinone, CuH 7 O a .]SH 3 (m. p. 302°) ; and 
its formation may he expressed thus : CuH 7 0 2 S0 3 NH4 4- (hTH 3 ) 3 = 
C U H 7 0 2 .NH 2 ■+• (NHOiSO*. Bourcart (JBer., 12, 1418) describes a 
compound obtained in the same way, which melts at 301°, and to which 
he attributes the formula Ci 4 H 6 0 2 .NH 2 . 0 H; such an amidoanthraquinol 
should he soluble in alkalis, which is not the case with this compound. 
The views of the author are further supported by the behaviour of this 
compound with nitrous acid ; first a yellow crystalline body is obtained* 
(m. p. 238°), which on boiling with alcohol yields anthraquinone ; and 
on boiling with water, a-m‘onoxyanthraquinone is obtained. 

Heated with acetic anhydride amidoanthraquinone yields the yellow 
acetoxy-derivative, CuH 7 0 2 NHAc ; it is soluble in alcohol and ether. 
It melts at 257°, the melting-point of Bonrcart’s (loc. cit .) acetoxy- 
derivative, to which he attributes the formula CuHeOaN Acj. 

In conclusion, the author states that attempts made to prepare mono- 
nitroanthraquinone according to Bottger and Petersen’s method 
(Annalm, 166, 147) have given negative results. P. P. B. 


Decomposition of Hydroxy anthraqulaone by Potash, By O. 
Liebermann and J. Dehnst (Ber., 12, 1597). — Amongst the products 
obtained by the fusion of anthraquinonemonosulphonic acid with potash, 
the authors found small quantities of paraoxybenzoic acid. This 
owes its existence to the decomposition of monbydroxyanthraquinone, 
which may, therefore, have the constitutional formular-** 


0-CO-/VH. 

-CO-' N 




P. P. B. * 

e 


vol. xxxvm. 
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Constitution of Camplior-compotmds, By M. Ballo ( Ber ., 12, 
1597 — 1600). — In another communication (Anmlen, 197, 321) the 
author h^g given his reasons for regarding camphor as a tertiary aloo- 

hc: c(ch 3 )-ch 2 

hoL having the constitution I I • This view is sup- 

(oh)c:c(C 3 h 7 )- t ch 2 

ported by the fact that when camphor is oxidised by boiling chromic 
mixture, acetic, carbonic, and adipic acids are farmed, thus : 

CjoHieO + 100 = 2C0 2 + C S HA + C 6 H 10 O 4 + H 2 0 ; 
the central nucleus of the camphor forming adipic acid, 

(CH04(COOH) 2 , 

the methyl group, carbonic acid, whilst the propyl group forms carbonic 
acid and acetic acid. 

The author regards camphrene, C 9 HhO, as a homologue of camphor, 
since it also yields adipic acid when oxidised (Kaehler, Anruden, 164, 
90), and has the properties of an alcohol. P. P. B. 

Essence of Marjoram. By Bruylants (J. Tharm. [4], 30, 33 — 
35). — Essence of marjoram, obtained by distilling tbe flowery tops of 
Origanum Marjorana in a current of steam, is a yellowish liquid, when 
freshly prepared (sp. gr. 0*911 at 15°), but becomes brown on stand- 
ing It has a pungent smell, and a hot, peppery, and slightly bitter 
taste. It is dextrorotatory, and has an acid reaction. When distilled, 
it begins to boil at 185°, but the temperature rapidly rises to 200°, and 
remains constant between 215 to 220°, a resinous mass being left in 
tbe retort. 

By repeatedly fractioning the oil which passes over at 185 — 190°, a 
portion is obtained, boiling between 160 — 162°, consisting principally 
of a terpene. 

The fraction boiling at 215—220° yields no portion having a constant 
boiling point, nor does it deposit crystals when cooled to — 25°. Its 
vapour-density and analysis correspond with either laurel camphor or 
borneoL "When distilled with phosphoric anhydride, it yields a mix- 
ture of cymene and a terpene (b. p. 160 — 170°). When treated with 
acetic anhydride, it forms a compound (b. p. 230 — 235°), which with 
alcoholic potash yields terpene and potassic acetate. Chromic 
mixture oxidises it with the formation of acetic and formic acids, and 
laurel camphor. 

Essence of marjoram is therefore composed of a dextrorotary hydro- 
carbon, 5 per cent. ; a mixture of dextrorotatory camphor and bomeol, 
85 per cent. ; resin, 10 per cent. L. T. O’S. 

Essences of Lavender and Spike. By Bruylants (/. Pharm. 
[4], 30, 139 — 141), — Essence of lavender when freshly prepared 
is a colourless liquid, which becomes yellow on standing*, it smells 
of lavender, and its taste is hot, camphorous, and slightly bitter. 
It is laworotbtcry, has an acid reaction, and sp. gr. 0*875 at 15°. It 
begins to boil at 185°, the temperature quickly rises to 190°, and tbe 
greater portion distils over between 195—215°. The first portion of 
the distillate consists of a mixture of acetic and formic acids, but con- 
tains up valeric acid. By repeated fractionation, a lasvorotatory ter- 
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perene (b. p. 162°) is separated, capable of forming a crystalline 
hydrochloride. The essence also contains a mixture of camphor and 
borneol : this mixture forms an acetate (b. p. 230°), which is decom- 
posed by potash, yielding 1 a terpene and potassium acetate. When it is 
distilled with phosphoric anhydride, a hydrocarbon is obtained, con- 
sisting for the most part of terpene, and containing also some cymene. 
Essence of lavender consists of terpene, 25 ; borneol (£), and cam- 
phor (i), 65 ; resin, 10 per cent. 

Essence of Spike . — This essence obtained from Lavawlula aspicot, 
laiifolia is a colourless liquid, which in time thickens and darkens in 
colour. It has an acid reaction, and sp, gr. 0*9081 at 15°. Its 
odour resembles that of lavender. Its composition is almost identical 
with that of essence of lavender, but as it contains more hydrocarbon, 
it begins to boil at 170 — 175°. It is lsevorotatory. Its composition is 
as follows Terpene, 35 ; borneol and camphor, 55 ; resin, 10 per 
cent. L. T. CTS. 

Limited Oxidation of the Essential Oils. Part “7. The 
Atmospheric Oxidation of Turpentine. By 0. T. Kingzett 
(Cluem. News, 39, 279). — The author has shown in his previous papers 
that when so-called essential oils are exposed to the atmosphere, per- 
oxide of hydrogen is indirectly produced. In turpentine oil, it appears 
as if a camphoric peroxide, OioH u 0 4 , is first formed, and that in con- 
tact with water this is decomposed, yielding hydrogen peroxide and 
camphoric acid, thus : Ci 0 HuOi + 2ELO = CwHisO; + H 2 0 2 . 

Similarly, terpene, CioH l6 , and menthene, Ci 0 H 18 , give rise to per- 
oxide of hydrogen, whilst hydrocarbons of the formula CuH ai do not. 

As all terpenes and menthene yield cymene, Ci 0 Hh, and as cymene 
itself yields hydrogen peroxide, the author believes that there is some 
relation between the formation of this body and that of hydrogen per- 
oxide, and this opinion is strengthened by the fact that the hydro- 
carbon from oil of cloves, yields neither cymene nor hydrogen 

peroxide. 

The product of oxidation which is formed by exposing turpentine 
to the action of the air, and which in contact with water forms hydro- 
gen peroxide, may be produced in such quantities that when the tur- 
pentine oil containing it is heated a little above the boiling point, 
decomposition occurs with almost explosive violence. The atmo- 
spheric oxidation of turpentine is now carried out, on the large scale, in 
the manufacture of the disinfectant called “ sanitas.” 

Different essential oils and varieties of turpentine absorb oxygen 
with different degrees of rapidity, and when oxidation has once com- 
menced, the oil absorbs oxygen with increasing rapidity in proportion 
as the oxidation increases, 'up to a certain point. As to the differences 
in this respect in different oils, the author gives the following results 
deduced from experiment by exposing the various oils under similar 
conditions to light and air. Assuming that the amount of oxygen* 
absorbed by Russian oil of turpentine (which absorbs the largest 
amount) he represented by 100, then Swedish oil of turpentine absorbs 
100 . 


e 2 
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An oil obtained from Switzerland 89*4 

American oil of turpentine 78 9 

Oil of eucalyptus 75*0 

Adulterated Swedish turpentine 52*6 

<€ Scotch distilled American turpentine ” 42*1 


The two last-mentioned oils were presumed to be adulterated with so- 
called pine-oil of commerce. When these oils are placed in cylinders, 
the mouths of which are covered with papers saturated with, mix- 
ture of potassic iodide and starch, tho papers become coloured in the 
order given above, owing to the formation of different quantities of 
hydrogen peroxide in the vicinity of each. 

When the aqueous solution obtained by blowing air through a mix- 
ture of turpentine and water (*“ sanitas”), is evaporated to dryness 
on a steam-bath, the hydrogen peroxide contained in it is decomposed, 
the acetic acid is expelled, and there remains a dark coloured matter, 
which when hot is viscid, and has a sugar-like odour, hut on cooling 
sets to an adhesive but firm mass ; when treated with sulphuric 
acid it gives a colour reaction somewhat resembling that bearing 
Pettenkofer’s name. This adhesive mass, which was slightly volatile 
at 100°, after drying gave numbers corresponding with the formula 
CioHi 8 0 3 . It has remarkable antiseptic propeities, to which the 
similar properties of “ sanitas ” are largely due. 

About 95 per cent, of this adhesive matter is soluble in water, 
forming a yellowish-brown solution, from which charcoal failed to 
remove the colour, although it absorbed a considerable proportion of 
the substance itself. This solution on evaporation to dryness left a 
transparent varnish-like substance, semi-fluid when hot, and volatile at 
100°. Prom analysis, the formula CioH 16 0 3 was calculated. 

The 5 per cent, of the original adhesive substance which was in- 
soluble in water did not give the vivid reaction with sulphuric acid 
which the soluble portion did ; this insoluble matter is soluble in 
presence of an oily substance which the original aqueous solution 
contained, and which was expelled on evaporation. 

On submitting the soluble portion to distillation, it melted, boiled, 
and a small quantity of an almost colourless oil passed over, which on 
cooling became a colourless, soft crystalline mass ; this was followed 
by a permanent oil, which became darker as the distillation pro- 
ceeded; towards the end, the vapour in the retort had a green colour, 
and a pitch was left. None of these products have as yet been further 
examined. 

On acidulating the solution of the soluble portion, CwHisOa, with 
dilute sulphuric acid, it becomes jpilky, and on standing, a slightly 
coloured oily body separates in considerable quantity. The author 
hopes that a study of this substance will throw light not only on the 
constitution of the solnble substance, but also on that of the terpenes 
as a class. 

The aqueous solution (“ sanitas ”) obtained by oxidising Russian 
turpentine, when neutralised with soda, darkens very much in colour, 
wad on evaporation of the mixture at 100°, a dark soft resin-like residue 
is left. On treating this with dilute sulphuric acid, it yields a dark 
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oily mass : the clear acid solution is filtered and subjected to distilla- 
tion ; as it becomes hot more oil separates out, and an acid distillate 
passes over, together with 20 or 30 c.c. of a slightly yellow oil with an 
odour resembling that of mixed cymene and eucalyptus. At the end 
of the distillation a quantity of tarry-looking matter remains in the 
retort floating on the acid solution. The acidity of the distillate was 
found to be due to acetic acid, which amounted to about 0*25 gram 
per litre of the aqueous solution (“sanitas”), and no other volatile 
acid could be detected. The author anticipates that the further study 
of those compounds will be attended with very important and interest- 
ing results, inasmuch as they have the advantage of having been 
produced by the mildest possible oxidation. W. T. 

Fusion of Rhamnetin with Potash. By L. Smorawski (Per., 
12, 1595— 1596).— According to Stein (Zeitf. Chem. [2], 5, 183, 568), 
rhamnetin when fused with potash yields phloroglucinol and quercetic 
acid. The author finds that by fusion with potash or soda, rham- 
netin is decomposed into phloroglucinol and protocatechuic acid ; at 
the same time, small quantities of a substance are formed which, like 
quercetic acid, gives a deep red coloration with alkalis. This last- 
named body could not, however, be obtained in quantities sufficient for 
analysis. P. P. B. 

Chlorophyll. By F. Eoppe-Seyier ( Ber ., 12, 1555—1556).— 
When grass-blades, after treatment with ether to remove wax, are 
cohobated with alcohol, two crystalline colouring matters are dissolved, 
one of which, named erythrophyll by Bongarel, crystallises out first in 
greenish -white quadratic tables, whilst the other is more soluble in 
hot alcohol, and may be purified by crystalb'sation from ether, from 
which it is deposited in microscopic needles and scales, dark green by 
reflected, and brown by transmitted light. The crystals of the latter 
body are of the consistence of soft wax ; it dissolves with difficulty in 
cold alcohol, easily in hot alcohol, and readily in ether and chloroform. 
The ethereal and alcoholic solutions of this substance have the known 
red fluorescence of chlorophyll, and absorb the light between B and 0 
of the spectrum with such intensity, that 1 milligram dissolved in a 
litre of water gives distinct absorption- bands in a thickness of 3*5 
cm., with a Browning’s spectroscope. Several analyses show it to 
have the composition : 0, 73*4 ; EC, 9'7 ; N, 5*62 ; 0, 9*57 ; P, 1*37 ; 
Mg, 0*34 p.c. The presence of phosphorus and magnesium may be due 
to impurities, and the author proposes to investigate this more closely. 
He has named this substance chlorophyll an, and remarks in conclusion, 
that it is now possible to estimate the amount of chlorophyll in plants 
approximately by means of its power of absorbing light. W. R. 

Characin. By T. L. Phipson (Chem. News, 40, 86). — Amongst the 
organic substances present in fresh water is a new and interesting pro- 
duct, to which algae in general owe their peculiar odour, and commu- 
nicate this odour to the water in which they abound. The author* has 
obtained this substance in minute quantities only at present from 
JPalmolla amenta, Vaucheria terre$tri$, and from several OsciLlance, It 
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is apparently more developed in the genus Chnra , and G. fcetida will 
probably yield it in larger quantity than the plants already mentioned. 

Charaein is a kind of camphor, which is extracted from the above 
plants in the following manner. 

The Palmella or 0 sc Maria which is to be treated must be previously 
dried by exposure to the air, at a temperature not exceeding summer 
heat, for about 24 hours ; it is then covered with cold water in a 
capsule, which must itself bo covered with a sheet of glass, and in the 
course of about 3d hours more (with Palmella crxmta) thin films of 
charaein will be observed floating on the water. The latter is then 
decanted off into a long tube, together with the films, and shaken up 
with ether. On evaporation a product is obtained which is quite white, 
devoid of crystallisation, and more or less unctuous in appearance. 

Up to the present time, the author has not obtained this substance 
in sufficient quantity to ascertain more of its properties D. B. 

PMhalein of Hsematoxylin. By E. A. Letts (Her., 12, 1651— 
1653). — Ecetnaiwylin-piithalein, C jo H 3 oO u , is prepared by heating 
hsematoxylin with rather more than half its equivalent of phthalic 
anhydride at 150 — 170° for five hours. The alcoholic solution of the 
crude product is poured into water, when a brown flocculent precipi- 
tate separates out, which is filtered, washed, and dried in a vacuum. 
The phthalein could not be obtained in the crystalline state ; when the 
alooholic solution is evaporated, it leaves a gummy residue insoluble 
in water, but soluble in ammonia and soda, with a purple colour, 
Hsematoxylin forms white crystalline potassium, sodium, and barium 
compounds. W. 0 . W. 

Collidine from Aldehyde. By A. Wischnegradsky (Ber., 12, 
1506 — 1508). — The object of this research was to ascertain by oxida- 
tion whether collidine, C 8 H n lSr, is trimethyl-pyridine, C fi H 2 lSrMc } , 
ethyl-methyl-pyridine, C 6 H*NMeEt, or propyl-pyridine, CsHjNCjH,. 
The collidine was oxidised with chromic acid in presence of sulphuric 
acid, and yielded an acid crystallising in white slender prisms, soluble 
with difficulty in cold, but easily soluble in hot water. Its formula 
was C 5 H 7 KO 4 , and as it yielded picolme on distillation with lime, it is 
probably methyl-dicai'bopyridenic acid. Prom this research, the 
author believes that collidine may be viewed as trimethyl-pyridine. 

W. R. 

Piperidine Saits: Quinine Sulphate, and Selenate. By T, 
Hjortdahl (Ber., 12, 1730 — 1731). — The hydrochlorides and gold 
double salts of piperidine and methylpiperidine are isomorphous. 

Quinine sulphate and selenate are also isomorphous; the relation 
between the axes of the latter substance is a : b : 0 = 0*9804 : 1 : 0*3110. 

w. c. w. 

Aapidosperadne. By G.^Fbaude (Ber., 12, 1560— 1562).— Some 
account of this alkaloid has already been given by the author (this 
Journal, 1879, Abst., 470). The bark containing it is that of Aspido- 
sperma querlracho llanco (Schlectendahl). Further analyses show 
aapidoepermine to have the composition G^N^Ot. Concerning its 
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preparation, the anthor finds that the liquors obtained after a precipi- 
tation of the alkaloid by means of sodium carbonate yield a further 
quantity by treatment with phosphotungstic acid. This precipitate is 
treated with baiyta- water, and the solution thus obtained with car- 
bonic acid to precipitate the barium ; the alkaloid is then extracted by 
means of alcohol from the residue left on evaporation. One part of 
aspidospermine is soluble in 6000 parts of water at 14° ; this solution 
has a bitter taste. It is also soluble in 48 parts of alcohol (99 per 
cent.) at 14°, and in 106 parts of pure ether at the same tempera- 
ture, 

A small quantity of aspidospermine treated with a few drops of 
concentrated sulphuric acid, and then with a little lead peroxide, gives 
a cherry-red coloration, which has a violet shade if the alkaloid is not 
quite pure. 

Iodic anhydride and sulphuric acid produce the same reaction, 
whilst potassium dichromate and sulphuric acid give a brown zone 
slowly changing to an olive-green. Chlorine reacts on aspidospermine 
suspended in water, producing a white flocoulent mass, which is not 
dissolved by hydrochloric acid ; this compound begins to decompose at 
145°. Bromine acts similarly. 

Aspidospermine sulphate, (CwHso^Oo^ILSOx, is obtained by 
evaporation and drying at 120° as a hard, transparent, resinous mass. 
The hydrochloride, ^(CasHgo^Oa + 4HC1, has similar properties to the 
sulphate. By treating solutions of the base with potassium chromate 
the chromate is obtained as a yellow precipitate, which on exposure 
to the air becomes greon. The perchlorate is obtained by adding 
aqueous perchloric acid to a not too dilute solution of the base. 

Hydrochloric acid solutions of the base are precipitated by potassium 
mercuric iodide in yellow flocks ; by potassium sulpbocyanide, as a 
white flocculent precipitate ; by iodine dissolved in potassium iodide, as 
brown flocks ; by picric acid, as a yellow precipitate; and by tannin, 
as a white precipitate. Further, these solutions reduce Fehling’s 
solution when boiled with it. 

According to Penzoldt (Berl. Klin . Wacliewschrift, 1879, 14), the 
bark of Aspidosperma querhracho bianco has important medicinal pro- 
perties. P. P. B. 

Oxidation of Cholic Acid. By H. Tappetner (Ber,, 12, 1627— 
1629). — The author obtained stearic acid as an oxidation-product of 
cholic acid {Ber,, 11, 2258), but Latschinoff denies that this acid is 
formed (Ber,, 10, 2059, and 12, 1022). The discrepancy between these 
results is explained by the fact that the author employed a mixture of 

E otassium dichromate and sulphuric acid as the oxidising agent, whilst 
atschinoff used potassium permanganate. 

A weak solution of the oxidising mixture must be used when it is 
desired to isolate the fatty acids obtained by the oxidation of a small 
quantity of cholic acid. 

A crystalline barium salt, (CiaHttCr^Ba* + 6H 5 0, is formed by 
beating a saturated solution of cholic acid in baxyta-water in sealed 
tubes at 120°. It crystallises in long white prisms, which are very 
sparingly soluble in water. t 
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To prepare pyrocholesteric add on the large scale, a solution of 
cholesteric acid in glycerol is heated at 198° for a week ; the glycerate 
is then saponified, and after removing the volatile products by distilla- 
tion, the pyrocholesteric acid is extracted from tho residuo by means 
of ether. W. 0 . W. 

Oxidation-products of Cholic Acid. By P. Latschinoff (JBer., 
12 , 1518 — 1528). — By oxidation of cholic acid, the author did not 
obtain cholesteric acid, nor fatty acids, as Tappeiner did, but an acid 
termed choloidic acid, to which Redtenbacher gave the formula 
CjsHsiO?. This acid, which he prepared by oxidising cholic acid with 
nitric acid of sp. gr. 1*37, evaporating the oxidised product to dryness, 
and separating the acid first with alcohol, and then as soluble barium 
salt, after repeated crystallisation from alcohol, gave numbers agree- 
ing with the formula CioHwO* ; it is thus isomeric with camphoric 
acid, and the author has therefore named it cholecamplwric acul . 

The properties of ckoieeamphoric acid are as follows : — It is soluble 
in water and iu ether with difficulty; easily in alcohol, more easily 
when aqueous, also in acetone, and in acetic acid. Prom a boiling 
aqneous solution, it is deposited in such a thick mass of interlaced 
hair-like crystals, that it presents the appearance of a jelly. It has a 
bitter, acid, somewhat astringent taste. When heated, it loses water, 
varying in quantity, but approximating to £H 2 0. It does not melt, 
but begins to blacken at 270°. Its solution is dextrorotatory. It is a 
dibasic acid, forming soluble salts with metals of the alkalis and 
alkaline earths, and insoluble salts with the heavy metals. The author 
adduces numerous analyses of the salts to confirm the formula of the 
acid, and indicates the acid potassium salt, O 10 H 15 KO 4 , as a proof of its 
dibasic character. 

Cholecampboric acid may be regarded as a product of hydration of 
cholic acid, thus : CooH^Oe -f 2H a O = 2 CioH 16 0 4 . 

Such bodies, and many resembling them, for example cholesterin 
and cholic acid, may be regarded as compounds of oondensed valery- 
lenes, and may be connected with the terpenes. Thus cholesterin may 
provisionally be given the formula (C,H 8 ) 5 H 3 0, and cholic acid 
(CftH^sOfi.^HoO. This view is supported by the oxidation of cholic 
acid into cholecampboric acid, and also by the results of oxidising 
cholesterin, the product being trioxycholesterin, analogous to betu- 
lin- W. R. 
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Physiological Chemistry. 

Feeding Horses with Fleshmeal. By JDonkelberg- (Bier!, 
Gentr ., 1879, 342 — 344). — At Diinkelberg’s suggestion, Voigts-Rhetz 
introduced fleshmeal into the food of the horses of his regiment. The 
results were very satisfactory, the condition and appetite of the horses 
becoming much improved. Diinkelberg states that to every kilogram of 
dried fleshmeal must be added 5*25 grams chloride of potassium, 
27*9 grams phosphate of potassium, and 2*9 grams phosphate of mag- 
nesinm, in order that the whole of the albumin may he assimilated. 

J. K. C. 

Poisoning of Sheep by Lupines. By H. C. E. Schulz, E. Wildt, 
and others (Bied. Oentr ., 1879, 344 — 350). — The disease arises from 
blood poisoning, caused by paralysis of the urinary and gall-bladder 
muscles, whereby the constituents of the urine and bile pass into the 
blood. Schulz has investigated the alkaloids of the lupine, and from 
experiments on three of them, he finds that they differ very much in 
their physiological action. No great difference can be observed in the 
ash of wholesome and injurious lupines, but in some cases the latter 
contain more alkaloid than the former. There is less alkaloid present 
in the lupines when in bloom than when fully ripe. 

Wildt finds two alkaloids in lupines, of which one is a white crys- 
talline solid, and the other a yellow oily liquid ; the latter, according 
to Schulz, consisting of two different bodies. The crystallised alkaloid 
appeared quite harmless, but the other had a very poisonous action, 
producing trembling, violent cramp, diarrhoea, and finally death ; but 
in no case could the same appearances be observed after death as in 
the case when it has been caused by feeding on lupines. Reports from 
various sheep farmers go to show that lupines act differently on 
different sheep, and that when injurious, they have generally been 
grown on a poor damp soil, or on one which has been sown with 
lupines for several years previously. J. K. 0. 


Chemistry of Vegetable Physiology and Agriculture. 

Influence of Light on the Growth of Plants. By C. Kraus 
(Bied. Oentr., 1879, 351). — The alterations of growth produced in 
plants by absence of light are of two kinds, one part of an organ or 
plant exhibiting an excessive, whilst another exhibits a diminished 
growth. This is easily verified in the case of dicotyledonous plants, 
where the internodes are subject to an increased and the leaves 
to a diminished growth when the plant is placed in the dark. Similar 
phenomena are observed in the case of monocotyledons and cryp- 
togams. Methyl alcohol when applied to the roots of plants causes 
them to dieoff, and has the same effect as light in promoting the 
formation of chlorophyll in the cells. Under the influence of 
methyl aleohol, young plants live longer in the dark, and their weight 
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when dried is greater than in the case of plants which have not been 
placed under the same influence. J. K. 0. 

Action of Ozone on the Colouring Matters of Plants. By 
A. R Leeds (Chem. New, 40, 86). — In the first trial, in which many 
varieties of flowers were exposed during nineteen hours to the action 
of a current of 152 litres of air, containing in all 228 mgrms. of ozone, 
the bleaching effected was extremely imperfect. When 1,200 litres of 
air were passed oyer various flowers (total ozone 1*8 grams), they 
were partly or wholly bleached at the end of five days. A piece of 
calico with a pattern in bright green and black was completely 
bleached during the same interval, the green having disappeared 
completely, and the stain of the mordant only remaining where the 
black had been. 

Prom these and other results, it is concluded that the colouring 
matters of both leaves and flowers of the species ( 'Lantana , Fuchsia , 
Petunia , Rosa, Verbena, Pelargonium, Bouoardia, Euphorbia, &c.) ex- 
perimented with were partly or wholly destroyed by ozone; but a 
considerable percentage of ozone is required to produce this result, 
or if such small amounts as are obtained in the customary methods of 
ozonising air by phosphorus are employed (1 to 3 mgrms. per litre), a 
large volume of ozonised air must be used, and a considerable interval 
elapse before bleaching is effected. D. B. 

Distribution and Functions of Asparagine in the Vegetable 
Kingdom. By J. Borodin ( Bied . Centr., 1879, 357 — 360). — Aspara- 
gine, according to Pfeffer, occurs only in a few plants, and in these 
only at the time of germination. The author finds, however, that 
asparagine is present at the time of budding in most plants, and also 
when they are in bloom. It appears to be a decomposition-product of 
albumin, and is formed when there is a lack of carbohydrates in the 
plant. When these, however, reappear, the asparagine is reconverted 
bv their agency into albumin. From his researches, the author con- 
cludes that in tho early processes of growth there is a lack of theso 
carbohydrates, and therefore asparagine is formed at these periods, 
being afterwards converted into albumin. J. K. 0. 

Mineral Constituents in Hyacinths. By A. E. Rojen and 
K ee lage (Bied. Centr., 1879, 360 — 366). — The hyacinths were planted 
according to size, at the rate of 42, 90, and 196 plants to the squaro 
metre. The results of the examination of their mineral constituents 
may be seen from the following table. 

Mineral constituents in grams in each plant. 

196 to sq. metre. 90 to sq. metre. 42 to sq. metre. 
Blossoms 0*042 0*230 0*303 


Stem 0*027 0*036 0*106 

Leaves ...... 0*082 0*245 0*632 

Bulb 0*146 0*355 1*380 

Roots 0*022 0*022 0*31J 

Total 0*319 0*888 2*732 
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Prom this table, it is at once evident that the mineral constituents 
increase very rapidly with the size of the plant, and also that the 
quantity extracted from the soil is by no means small. Prom one 
hectare alone, when planted with 42 hyacinths to the square meter, 
would be extracted in one season 1,147 kilos, of mineral substance. 

The following table shows the difference in quantity of mineral 
matter in the bulbs when taken out of the ground just after the 
blossoming period and at the end of summer : — 

196 to sq. metre. 90 to sq. metre. 42 to sq. metre. 
Bulbs dug out just after 

blossoming 0*146 0*355 1*380 

At the end of summer. * 0*557 0*987 2 314 

J. K. C. 

Experiments with Various Sorts of Beet. By J. Lamek and 
C. Portele (. Bied . Genii'.^ 1879, 368 — 370). — The authors bring for- 
ward an account of the results obtained by growing various kinds of 
beet. They find that the “ mammoth ” variety yielded the largest crop, 
whilst the “imperial'’ contained the largest percentage (10*7) of sugar. 

Formation of Nitric Acid in the Soil. By Hunefeld, E. 
Bejchardt, and Heriz (Bied. Gentr 1879, 327). — According to a 
former paper of Hiinefeld’s, nitric acid is produced when the higher 
oxides of manganese are brought into contact with air, water, and 
magnesium carbonate. To confirm this statement, Bernhardt and 
Hertz performed the following experiments. Hydrated oxide of 
manganese, together with various oxides and earths, such as magne- 
sium and calcium carbonates, alumina, and oxide of iron, were placed 
with a little water in a large flask, which was then closed and 
shaken at intervals, care being taken to ascertain that no nitric acid 
was present at the beginning of the experiments. No nitric or nitrous 
acid was obtained when, the manganese was used in conjunction with 
calcium carbonate or oxide of iron and alumina, but when mixed with 
magnesia or alkaline carbonates, nitric acid was recognised in the pro- 
duct. Pyrolusite gave the strongest reactions, and it was found that 
50 grams put in a litre flask with -500 c.o. of water after standing for 
eight days and frequent agitation yielded 0*055 gram of nitric acid. 

J. K. 0. 

Calcitun Carbonate in Water filtered through Dry Soil. 
By P. H. Storer and S. Lewis (Bied. Gentry 1879, 32b— 331).— The 
authors find that a soil which has been ignited at a temperature just 
sufficient to destroy the organic matter yields calcium carbonate when 
treated with pure water, even after it has just cooled. They have 
arrived, therefore, at the conclusion that when ignited at a low tem- 
perature, a soil has the power of still retaining carbonic acid. When 
a dried soil is treated with water containing carbonic acid, part of the 
latter is retained by the soil. This, according to Storer, is merely a 
mechanical result, and is due to the adhesion of the gas to the solid 
particles of the soil J. K. C. 



60 


ABSTRACTS OF CHEMICAL PAPERS. 


Mill Waste for Manure. By Fjriepburg (Bied. Oentr ., 1879, 
386). — This waste, consisting chiefly of dust and chaff from rye, was 
found on analysis to contain the following percentages of consti- 
tuents : — Phosphoric acid, 0*96 ; nitrogen, 1*80 ; water, 5*80 ; organic 
substance, 62*84; ash, 31*36. J. K. 0. 

Analyses of Marl. By J. Konig (Bled. Oentr 1879, 385). — The 
following are the results of the analysis of 85 samples from West- 
phalia : — The calcium carbonate varied from 1*36 to 94*83 per cent. ; 
magnesium carbonate was present in 21 samples, and in quantity from 
0*38 to 27*39 per cent. Phosphoric acid varying in amount from 
0*029 to 1*55 per cent, was found in 23 samples. Lastly potassium 
was estimated in 28 samples, and varied from 0*08 to 2*43 per cent. 

J. K. C. 

Influence of the Physical Condition of Superphosphate on 
its Value. By P. Wagner (Bied. Oentr., 1879, 336— 339).— The 
soluble phosphoric acid in superphosphate on coming into contact 
with the lime of the soil is converted into an insoluble form, and 
consequently does not penetrate into the soil ; this is especially tlio 
case with a soil which contains much limestone, the author finding in one 
experiment that 93 per cent, of the soluble phosphoric acid had, after 
three hours 5 contact with a calcareous soil, become insoluble; the 
more quickly this conversion takes place, the less is the penetrating 
power of the phosphoric acid, and the more necessary it becomes to 
have the superphosphate in as fine a state of division as possible, and 
well mixed with the soil. J. K. C. 

The Shells of Crabs, Oysters, Mussels, &c., as Manure. By 
P. H. Storer and J. A. Henshaw (Bied. Oentr., 1879, 331 — 336). 
— The authors have made several analyses of the shells of theso 
animals, with a view to ascertain their value as manure. They find 
that the shells of oysters and mussels are composed almost entirely of 
carbonate of lime, and contain very little available phosphorus, nitro- 
gen, or potash, with the single exception of the common small mussel 
(Mytilua borealis), 1000 kilos, of which contain 2*8 kilos, of nitrogen. 
On the other hand the shells of crabs and crawfish are tolerably rich in 
fertilising materials, the king-crab (Limulus americcmw) containing 
as much as 12*5 per cent, of nitrogen, the agricultural value of which 
being, however, probably less than that of the nitrogen in guano. On 
the whole, the shells of oysters and mussels may be used with advan- 
tage as a lime manure, especially after burning, whereby the s ma ll 
percentages of phosphorus and potash are increased, and in those 
countries where they are cheaper than calcined limestone. 


J. K. 0. 
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Specific Gravity of Liquids. By L. Siebold (Analyst, 1879, 
189). — From experiments carried out by the author, it is clearly 
shown that hydrometers afford reliable indications of the specific 
gravity of liquids, no matter whether their gravity is due to substance 
dissolved or in suspension. L. T. O’S. 

Analyses of Organic Compounds containing Fluorine and 
Boron. ByF. L^ndolph ( Ber ., 32, 1586—1588). — In the determina- 
tion of carbon and hydrogen in such compounds, the author recom- 
mends the use of fused lead chromate, which is placed before the 
copper oxide and only heated gently, as otherwise the boric acid is 
volatilised. To determine the fluorine and boron, the compound is 
decomposed by a solution of calcium chloride. The fluorine is thus 
separated as calcium fluoride, and the boric acid remaining in solution 
is determined as magnesium borate. P. P. B. 

Direct Separation of Manganese from Iron. By F. Beilsteto 
and L. Jawein (Ber., 12, 1528 — 1581). — The author describes two 
processes, both of which are preferable to the ordinary method of 
separating the iron as basic acetate. The first depends on the fact 
that all the manganese is precipitated as peroxide or sesquioxide from 
a solution of manga nocyanide of potassium, on addition of iodine, 
whereas no precipitate is produced in potassium ferrocyanide by 
iodine. The details are as follows : The solution of ferric and man- 
ganous salt is poured into excess of concentrated solution of potassium 
cyanide. A minute insoluble residue always remains, which contains 
only iron ; it is removed by filtration. Iodine is then added until all 
the cyanide has been decomposed, and the slight excess is removed by 
addition of a few drops of soda. The precipitated oxide of manganese 
is filtered off, washed, and dissolved in hydrochloric acid, and esti- 
mated as sulphide. The only disadvantage of the process is the large 
amount of iodine required (about 30 grams), but as it can be nearly 
all recovered by addition of crude nitric acid to the filtrate from 
the manganese precipitate, this inconvenience is removed. 

The second process depends on the conversion of salts of manganese 
into peroxide by boiling with strong nitric acid and potassium 
chlorate. The salts are dissolved in nitric acid, sp. gr. 1*35, and after 
the solution has been heated to boiling, potassium chlorate is added 
until all manganese is precipitated. The liquor is then diluted and 
filtered. The precipitate contains iron, but by dissolving it in hydro- 
chloric acid and repeating the process, it contains only an infinitesimal 
trace of iron. Both of ifaese processes are applicable to the estimation 
of manganese in cast-iron and steel.* W. B. 

# The second of these processes has been suggested by Hsxmay (this Journal, 
1878, Trana., 269).— W. R. 
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Estimation of Organic Nitrogen in Natural Waters. By H. 
Pellet {Compt rend., 89, 523).— The ammonia is estimated by 
Boussingault’s process; the nitric acid, in three litres of water, by 
Schloesing’s method; and the total nitrogen by evaporating three 
litres of water to dryness, with addition of a small quantity of magne- 
sia, mixing with a small quantity of starch, and heating with soda- 
lime in the ordinary way. The starch converts the nitric acid into 
ammonia, if the nitric acid does not exceed 0*25 gram of potassium 
nitrate. 0. W. W. 

Notes on Some Analyses of Waters. By T. L. Phipson ( Ghem . 
ftp ws, 40, 1). — The author considers that a very long experience is 
necessary for a chemist to decide whether a water is fit for drinking 
purposes or not ; other questions such as its effect in attacking and 
dissolving lead, or corroding iron pipes or boiler plates have often to 
he decided by the chemist. 

Por deciding the qnestions as to the adaptability of water for drink- 
ing purposes, much stress has been laid upon the proportion of organic 
matter, but this is a mistake, because some waters containing as much 
as 6 or 8 grains per gallon may be drunk with impunity, whilst others 
containing much less are known to be exceedingly injurious, if not 
fatal. 

Pour or five grams of crenate of ammonia per gallon is not at all 
hurtful, whilst putrid organic matter, numerous Bacteria and •Micro- 
coccus and minute white fungoid growths are sources* of imminent 
danger. 

He gives the following as examples of water which he has ana- 
lysed : — 

(1.) Well near Sleaford ( 'Lincolnshire ). — Water not quite clear, 
slightly alkaline with decided saline taste, and well aerated with air 
ana carbonic acid ; contains some minute green algae ; total residue, 
169 grains per gallon, which is composed of: — 

Organic 

matter. KaCI. Na 2 S0 4 , K 2 SO 4 , MgCl s . Si0 3 . Fej0 3 . 0aCO 3 . 

2*0 76*0 44*0 35*0 2*0 1*5 1*0 0*5 7*0 

Total, 169 grains. There were traces of phosphoric acid and of 
bromine. 

(2.) St Anne's Well , Buxton {Derby shire), contains mineral 
matter 18 grains, organic matter 2*0 ; total, 20 grains per gallon. 
The mineral matter is composed chiefly of calcium carbonate and 
sodium chloride, with a little calcium sulphate and traces of iron, 
silica, c«esium, and strontium, but no lithium or rubidium. The 
water is beautifully clear and tasteless, and is said to have a constant 
temperature of 80° to 82* F., sp. gr. at 60° 1*003. The fact that 
this water cures gout is owing probably to its great purity, and to its 
being drunk warm and in large quantities. 

{3.) Well on Wimbledon Common {Surrey), contains mineral 
matter 26 grains, organic matter and nitric acid 6 grains ; total, 32 
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grains per gallon. The mineral matter is composed principally of 
calcium carbonate and sulphate, with a small proportion of alkaline 
salts. It is well aerated, and contains no phosphoric acid. A single drop 
of a very dilute solution of potassium permanganate gave a rose tint 
to 200 c.c. of the water, which persisted for several hours. This is an 
example of a good well water. 

(4) Well in the Lower Bagshot Sand, near Usher (Surrey). — The 
well is 40 feet deep, and is situated about 40 feet from a small ceme- 
tery. The water is beautifully bright, clear, and odourless. It 
attacks and dissolves lead easily, and shows decided indications of 
nitrates and much chlorides. It contains nitric acid and organic 
matter 7*0 grains, sodium chloride 14*0, sulphates, carbonates, Ac., 37*8 ; 
total, 58*8 grains per gallon. A very deceitful water ; certainly im- 
pregnated and likely to get worse, sp. gr. 1*0032. A spring much 
farther from the little cemetery gave nitric acid and organic matter 
3 grains, mineral matter 21 grains ; total, 24 grains per gallon. This 
water dissolves lead easily. 

(5.) A Yellow Water (South of Ungland), supposed to be ferrugi- 
nous, remains clear even on boiling, but gives off a strong marshy 
odour. Total residue, 2*1 grains per gallon, consists principally of 
the nlmates of lime and ammonia, a little carbonate of lime, and traces 
of chlorides, Ac. 

(6.) Well at Midland Bank, Birmingham , contains mineral matter 
(after calcination) 5871 grains; total residue, 81*62 grains per gallon. 
This water contains a very large amount of nitrates and ammonia. It 
is a bad water for household use, and it is said to corrode metals. 

(7.) Well in an Artificial Manure Manufactory near Southampton . — 
The water contains free sulphuric acid 1500 grains, phosphates, cal- 
cium sulphate, alkaline salts, Ac., 1820- grains. 

(8.) Well at Albany Barracks , London. — Organic matter and nitric 
acid 8 grains, mineral matter 72 grains per gallon. Supposed to have 
caused an outbreak of typhoid. 

(9.) Well near Huntingdon contained calcium sulphate 36*89 grains, 
calcium carbonate 15*37, sodium chloride 16*00, organic matter and 
nitric acid 5*00, silica, magnesia, oxide of iron, Ac., 8*74. 

(10.) Water from a Scullery Bump in Bolton Street , Piccadilly . — 
Total residue, 1024 grains per gallon. It contained abundance of 
phosphate*, resembled dilute urine, and was said to hare caused sickness 
and diarrhoea. 

(11.) Wells at Putney , S.W. — The total residue varies from 38 to 
120 grains, and some containing from 38 to 48 grains, of which 7 or 8 
grains are composed of organic matter and nitric acid, have been used 
for many years for drinking purposes without having produced any 
bad effects. Others that yield 60 grains of total residue, of which 10 
grains are composed of organic matter and nitric acid, have been pro- 
scribed by the medical authorities. Evidence is quoted from au 
analysis made by the late Dr. D. Thomson to show that although 
these waters are highly contaminated, they have not changed in com- 
position for 25 years. 

The author generalises as follows : — 
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(1.) The depth of a well has no influence on the quantity of solid 
residue which a water contains. 

(2.) The purer a water, the more easily does it dissolve lead. 

(3.) Boiler deposits from all parts of the world with a ie w ex- 
ceptions, consist almost entirely (over 90 per cent.) of calcium car- 
bonate. 

(4.) The presence of phosphoric acid is always a bad indication . 

Rapid Estimation of Pure Sugar in Raw and Refined Com- 
mercial Sugars. By P. CASAMAJOit (Ohem. News, 40, 74— -76; 97 — 
98 ; 107 and 131). — In Payen’s process, two alcoholic solutions satu- 
rated with sugar are used, and finally absolute alcohol, to washout the 
last traces of the sugar-satuiated solutions. The first solution is 
obtained by taking alcohol of 85 per cent, and adding to this 5 per 
cent, of strong acetic acid ; this mixture is saturated with sugar. This 
addition of acetic acid was made in order to decompose the sucrates, 
which w ere a great nuisance to chemists in former days, but in addi- 
tion, it seems to make the mixture better able to remove the impurities 
of gummy sugar. This first of Payen’s solutions was the one adopted 
by Dumas in a process published several years ago, which, however, 
has never been studied by sugar analysts : the author’s process is 
based on this. Dumas proposed to agitate 100 c.c. of the first Payen 
solution with 50 grams of sugar, filter, and observe the alcohometric 
degree corresponding to 15°. For every per cent, of sugar less than 
100 the solution is said to indicate 1 percent. les& than 74. For sugars 
having 87 per cent, or more pure sugar, the results agree very closely 
with those of the saccharometer, even within 0T per cent., but for 
sugars of lower grade the results obtained are not satisfactory. 

As nearly one-half of the raw sugars which occur in commerce 
stand helow 87 per cent., there seemed to be little use in a process 
which was declared to be inapplicable to sugars of low grade. The 
author found, however, after trying the process several times, that, 
although the results obtained were mostly unfavourable, it was im- 
possible to dismiss it entirely ; for, upon reflecting upon the results, 
it was found that many questions arose which required to be solved, 
and on their solution the author based the hope of modifying this 
process so as to apply it to the analysis of cane-sugars of all grades. 

By employing methyl instead of ethyl alcohol, the author suc- 
ceeded in obtaining, with an alcohometor, results that agree vexy 
closely with those of the optical saccharometer, and that with cane- 
sugars of all classes from the highest to the lowest. After ma king a 
great number of trials, it was found that methyl alcohol of 83*5* of 
the alcohometer (or 87 per cent.), when saturated with sugar, stands 
at i 7*1 * This solution is the one that has given the most accurate 
results. It is easily obtained by taking methyl alcohol, standing 
at 83£ by the alcohometer, and saturating it with sugar by the pro- 
cess which Huma Gray suggested to Payen. Since the solution is 
liable to alteration from loss of alcohol, it is best to test it before 
using it. ’When the degree is lower than required, it may be raised 
by adding more alcohol. If a certain volume Y of alcohol and water 
whose alcohometric degree is d is to be raised to D, with strong 



ANALYTICAL CHEMISTRY. 


65 


alcohol of degree A, if the volume of the latter to be added is called as, 

we shall have V d -f = (Y + a)D, whence as = Thus 

A — D 

to raise 1000 c.c. t of alcohol at 81 to 83*5 with alcohol of 92 per cent, 
where d = 81, D = 83 5, Y = 1000, and A = 92, the volume of alcohol 

of 92 to be added is, x = — — 294*1 c.c. If the addition 

o*5 

of alcohol has been too great, the degree may be diminished by add- 
ing water very gradually and stirring up the mixture with an excess 
of sugar. To ascertain the quantity of water the above formula may 
be used, but it must be noted that A = 0, and as both numerator and 
denominator have become negative quantities, the signs may be 

changed when x = — — ^ 

Next in importance is the weight of commercial sugar to be taken 
for 100 c c. methyl alcohol solution saturated with sugar. At first an 
arbitrary quantity may be taken and the result noted, which may he 
corrected by the following consideration. The lowering of the alco- 
hometric degree depends on the water and the soluble impurities con- 
tained in the sugar. If a certain weight of sugar is taken, say 
45 grams, the result by the alcohol process may be 91*5 per cent, of 
sugar. If the same sugar is tested by the optical saccharometer and 
yields 93 per cent, of sngar, it shows that the alcohol process has 
given too low a result, and this because the solution was too dense. 
The first result shows in the sugar 100 — 91*5 = 8*5 of impurities 
and water, whilst it ought to be 100 — 98 = 7. To obtain 93 therefore 

w * w yj 

a weight must be taken equal to = 37*05 grams. 

o*5 

After trying many experiments with solutions of different strengths, 
it was found that each solution required a different weight. For the 
saturated solution of 77*1° of the alcohometer, which is the standard 
solution employed by the author, the weight is 39*6 grams for 100 c.c. 
of the solution. Instead of using 100 c.c. the author for a long time 
used only 50 c.c. To be able to use a cylinder in which this volume 
would give indications, alcohometers bad to be employed of small 
diameter. For 50 c.c. of standard solution the proper weight is 
19 8 grams, i.e., half of the one for 100 c.c. This weight was obtained 
by calculation. Using this weight with 50 c.c. of standard solu- 
tion, 15 consecutive tests of raw and refined sugars were made, the 
results obtained shoeing that the difference between the percentage 
of pure sugar by the saccharometer and that by methyl alcohol was 
very slight* the greatest deviation being 0*7. If the operations are 
made at temperatures different from 15® C. or 60° F. the corrections 
can be made by using either of the tables of Gay-Lussac or those for 
the instrument of Tralles. Another correction for the variation of 
temperature relative to the volume of standard solution to be taken 
for a weight of sugar equal to 19*8 grams is given in the table — 

At 15° O. 20°. 25°. SO 9 . 85°. 4tf\ 

19*8 grams 19*7 19*6 19*5 19^4 19*3 

/ 


vol. xxxvnt. 
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The following table contains corresponding corrections for methyl 
alcohol of various strengths saturated with sugar: — 


Degrees of the 
alcohometer 
before 

Degrees of 
saturation 

Degree of the 
saccharometer 

Grams of sugar 

saturation. 

with sugar. 

(Ventzke). 

in 100 c.c. 

92*5 

91-8 

1*7 

0*44 

83*5 

77-1 

13*2 

3*43 

8-2*7 

76-5 

— 

- — 

81*5 

75-0 

— 

— 


Method of procedure in testing . — The sugar to be tested should not 
be weighed until everything is ready. The cylinder is filled with the 
standard solution to a line indicating 50 c.c., and 19*8 grams of sugar 
are weighed out. This is transferred to a mortar and the standard 
solution poured in; the whole is then ground until all lumps and 
large crystals are broken up. The contents of the mortar are now 
filtered into the cylinder and washed out with the filtered solution. 
The filtered solution is then tested with an alcohometer and a ther- 
mometer in succession. To the alcohometric degree, corrected for 
temperature, is added the difference between 100 and the alcohometric 
degree of the standard solution. This sum represents the percentage 
of sugar. D. B. 

Behaviour of Various Sugars with Fehling’s Solution. By 
F. Soxhlet and others (Bied. Gentr 1879, 370). — Soxhlet questions 
the accnracy of the prevailing opinion, that under all circumstances 
5 mols. of copper are reduced in alkaline solution by one of sugar, and 
states that the quantity of copper reduced varies with the dilution of the 
Fehling’s reagent and the amount of the latter present in excess. In 
the early part of the titration a large excess is present, as is also the 
case when the oxide of copper formed is weighed, the liquid still 
remaining blue. Soxhlet, in common with the rest, finds it the best 
plan to keep two solutions, one of Rochelle salt and soda, and the other 
of copper sulphate, a sufficient quantity of each being measured out 
and mixed before each experiment. When a J per cent, solution of 
dextrose was used it was found that from undiluted Fehling’s solution 
5*05 mols. of cuprous oxide, and from diluted only 4*85 mole., are pre- 
cipitated by 1 mol. of sugar in titration. Similar differences are scon 
when the gravimetric method is used, 5*5 mols. and 4*85 mols. being 
reduced according as the Fehling’s solution was in large excess or only 
just so. As the amount of sugar is an unknown quantity, the same 
conditions cannot be exactly preserved during each experiment, and 
Soxhlet is therefore of the opinion that an accurate analysis by the 
gravimetric method is impossible. On the other hand, Maroker, 
Behrend, and Morgen hold that if certain conditions are maintained 
throughout, the analysis gives accurate results. They recommend 
using the same quantity of Fehling’s solution and the same volume of 
liquid in every experiment and calculating the result by means of an 
empirical table. Their method is as follows 25 c.c. of each part of 
the Fehling’s solution is mixed with a certain quantity of sugar soItl- 
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tion containing not more than 0*12 gram dextrose, and the whole made 
np with water to 100 c.c. and heated on a water-bath for 20 minutes. 
The cnprons oxide is then filtered off, washed with S00 c.e. of hot 
water, and reduced in hydrogen and weighed. 

From the various numbers obtained, the authors have compiled the 
following table, by means of which the amount of sngar may be calcu- 
lated : — 


Seduced Co. 

Dextrose. 

Reduced Cu. 

Dextrose. 

in grins. 

mgnns. 

mgrms. 

mgrms. 

196 

111-1 

152*6 

80 

1947 

110 

144*4 

75 

188-5 

105 

135*8 

70 

182-0 

100 

127*0 

65 

1751 

95 

117*8 

60 

1679 

90 

108 2 

55 

160-4 

85 

98*3 

50 


or the amount may be calculated by the formula — 
a = —19*26 + 2*689 b -0*00G7645 S , 

where a is the coppeT and b the dextrose. 

The authors consider that by the use of the above table the process 
gives very satisfactory results. 

Soxhlet has also found that the quantities of cuprous oxide obtained 
by reduction with milk-sugar vary in the same manner as with dex- 
trose, according to the strength of Fehling’s solution employed, from 
7*4 to 7*67 mols. of copper to 1 of milk-sugar. Rodewald and Tollens 
maintain, however, that accurate results are obtainable when certain 
precautions are taken, the experiments being all carried out under the 
same conditions of volume, strength, &c. ; under the conditions which 
they employ, 1 mol. of milk-sugar reduces 7*47 mols. of copper sulphate. 

J. EL 0. 

Estimation of Acetyl by Means of Magnesia. By H. Scriff 
(Ber., 12, 1631 — 1533). — This process has an advantage over the use of 
soda, inasmuch as magnesia seldom has a decomposing influence on the 
products of the reaction. The magnesia is prepared by precipitating the 
sulphate or chloride with caustic soda, excess being avoided. 5 grams 
of the paste are boiled with 1 to 1*6 grams of ihe acetyl-derivative 
and 80 — 100 c.c. of water for four to Bix hours in a flask with inverted 
condenser. After the reaction is over, the liquid is evaporated to one- 
third of its volume aud Altered, the magnesia is then estimated in the 
filtrate by the usual process, and from its amount that* of the acetyl can 
be deduced, W. It. 

Test for Phenylglyoxylic Acid. By L Claiswt (Per., 12, 1606). 
— Concentrated sulphuric acid, added to a solution of phenylglyoxylic 
acid in benzene, gives a deep red coloration, changing to intense blue 
violet. On addition of water, the colouring matter remains dissolved 
in the benzene and may be obtained by evaporation. The amides and 
ethers of this acid, as well as benzoyl cyanide, give the same reaction. 
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Metanitrophenylglyoxylic acid produces a carmine, and orthonitroben- 
zoyl cyanide a bluish- green colour, analogous to that produced by treat- 
ing isatin with benzene and sulphuric acid. W. R. 

Citrate of Iron and Quinine. By F. W. Fletcheu (Analyst, 
1879, 191 — 193). — The author has applied the following modification 
of Paul’s method for testing quinine to the determination of the 
quantity and purity of the alkaloid in citrate of iron and quinine. 

20 grams of citrate of iron and quinine are dissolved in 50 c.c. of 
water, and shaken with excess of strong ammonia. The mixture is 
treated with 25 c.c. of ether, and shaken until the alkaloid is dissolved ; 
the two liquids are separated, and the aqueous solution shaken with 
ether a second and third time. The ethereal washings are mixed 
together and evaporated to the consistency of a paste at the ordinary 
temperature, and finally dried at 120°, It is then weighed; the 
weight multiplied by 5 gives the percentage of alkaloid present. Tho 
alkaloid is converted into basic sulphate by adding the requisite 
quantity of acid. The weight of alkaloid multiplied by 30*86 gives the 
number of c.c. of decinormal H 2 SO 4 required. The liquid is heated 
until all the substance is dissolved, the solution allowed to cool spon- 
taneously, and the crystalline mass filtered through calico. The 
volume of the filtrate is taken, and to it 20 c.c. of ether and excess of 
ammonia are added, and the mixture well shaken. It is then allowed 
to stand for six hours, when, at the junction of the two liquids, crys- 
tals of cinchonine and quinidine will be found. These are collected on 
a weighed filter, dried at 120 °, and weighed. 

The crystalline residue is dried at 100° and weighed, and the weight 
multiplied by 1*18 gives its value as ciystallised sulphate of quinine. 

L. T. O’S. 

Iodic Acid as a Test for Morphine. By J. 0. Bell (Anahjbt, 
1879, 181). — Iodic acid is shown by the author to be most unsatisfac- 
tory as a distinguishing test for morphine. Other organic bodies, such 
as ipecacuanha and guaiacum, reduce iodic acid with separation of 
iodine. And, moreover, the statement that the colour is not destroyed 
by ammonia in the case of morphine is incorrect L. T. O’S. 

Nitric Nitrogen in Guano. By R. R. Tatlock (Ohem, News, 39, 
268 — 270). — The author was led by experiments made some years ago 
to believe that a large proportion, and in some cases nearly the whole 
of the nitrogen present in guano as nitrates was converted by tlio 
soda-lime combustion process into ammonia, and estimated as such, 
and the extent of this change he has since found to depend on the 
relative proportion of the organic matter to the nitrates present. 

He was surprised to find that it was the practice ot chemists of 
large experience in -such analyses to determine the ammonia as if the 
nitrates present were not decomposed ; thus a much larger percentage 
of that substance would be represented than what really existed. 

When nitrates are heated with soda-lime, no ammonia is produced, 
but when heated with soda-lime in presence of organic matter am- 
monia is produced, and its quantity depends on the nature and propor- 
tion of the organic matter employed. The author experimented with 
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potassium nitrate in presence of different quantities of starch, sugar, 
camphor, albumin, and wood charcoal, and the following are some of 
the results obtained : — 

20 of starch to 1 of nitrate gave 50* ?4 per cent, of the nitric 


nitrogen as ammonia. 

3 of camphor to 1 of nitrate gave 26*38 per cent. 

of wood charcoal to 1 of nitrate gave. . 11*56 „ 

6 of albumin „ „ . . 49*94 „ 

6 of sugar „ „ .. 63*35 „ 

30 of sugar „ „ *. 97*40 „ 


They vary somewhat, however, even with the same proportions of 
the same organic materials. 

The author criticises the various processes for estimating the nitric 
nitrogen in guanos, and concludes that Crum’s (Proc. Glasgow 
Phil. Soc., 1848, 162) is the best, the nitric acid being determined in 
the nitrometer as nitric oxide. It sometimes happens, however, that 
a little free nitrogen is evolved at the same time, by the action of 
the strong sulphuric acid on nitrogenous organic matters. This can 
be determined by introducing a warm solution of ferrous sulphate into 
the nitrometer, which absorbs only the nitric oxide present. The 
author has not yet arrived at a satisfactory solution of the question. 

Tatlock’s results ( Gheni . Nevis , 39, 281) are criticised by B. J. 
Grosjean. He says that he published (ibid., 25, 205) some results on 
this subject, in which he drew attention to the conversion of nitric 
nitrogen into ammonia* by the soda-lime process, but this fact is stated 
both in Fresenius’s ‘‘Quantitative Analysis” and in Church’s 
“ Laboratory Guide.” The author described encouraging results for 
the conversion of all the nitric nitrogen into ammonia by the combus- 
tion of nitre with sugar and iron filings. His best results were 
obtained by mixing the nitre with a caustic alkaline solution in a re- 
tort, adding iron filings, and distilling the mixture to a pasty mass, 
which was allowed to cool, powdered, mixed with soda-lime, and a 
combustion made to determine the residue of the organic nitrogen. 

W. T. 

Perchloric Acid as a Test for Alkaloids. By G. Frauds 
(P er., 12, 1558 — 1560). — Perchloric acid of sp. gr. 1*13 — 1T4 has no 
action on quinine, quinidine, cinchonine, cinchonidine, morphine, 
codeine, papaverine, veratrine, caffeine, atropine, nicotine, nor conine. 
When boiled with brucine, it gives a dark sherry colour, with strych- 
nine a reddish-yellow, and with aspidospermine an intense red* Iodic 
anhydride and sulphuric acid give with brucine an intense orange- 
yellow; morphine, deep violet, then orange brown; and curarine, 
pink. These reactions are suitable as lecture experiments. 

W. R. 

Koettetorfert Process for Butter Analysis* By G. W. Wigner 
( Analyst , 1879, 183). — The author points out that for the analysis of 
Bamples of genuine butter this process may be used, but in cases of 
doubt, a complete analysis should be made. L. T. O’S. 



70 


ABSTRACTS OF CHEMICAL PAPERS. 


Coefficients of Expansion of Butter, Lard, Pats, &c« By 
G. W. Wigneb (Analyst, 1879, 183— 185).— By comparing the sp. gr. 
of butter and lard fat, &c., at different temperatures, the coefficients of 
expansion have been determined. 

Butter fat between 100° and 212° F., has the coefficient 0*0484 per 
degree F. Between 150° and 190° the coefficient is slightly greater 
thftn this number, but remains the same for all other temperatures. 

Lard Fat and Butterine . — The coefficients of expansion of these two 
bodies are almost identical, that of lard fat being 0*0420 per degree F . 

L. T. O’S. 

Specific Gravities of Pats, Resins, <fcc. By H. Hager (Pharm. 
/. Tran 8 . [3], 10 , 287). — The fat is melted, dropped into a flat vessel 
containing alcohol, in such a manner that the point from which the 
drops are allowed to fall is not more than three centimeters distant from 
the surface of the alcohol, and that each drop is allowed to fall on a 
different spot. The fat globules thus deposited are then removed to a 
liquid, consisting of either alcohol, water, or glycerol, or mixtures of 
these, until after careful stirring and reduction or increase of tho 
density, by the addition of one or another of the above liquids, the fat 
globules are held in equilibrium in any part of the liquid. The sp. 
gr. of the latter is then determined, and this of eounse at the samo 
time represents the sp. gr. of the fat. Many of the following sp. gr.’s 
may be used as criteria for distinguishing the various bodies investi- 
gated : — 

Sp. gr. at 16 — 16° 0. 


Butter fat, clarified by settling 0*938 — 0*940 

„ several months old 0*936 — 0*937 

Artificial butter 0*924 — 0*930 

Hog's lard, fresh 0 931 — 0*932 

old 0*940-0*942 

Beef tallow 0*925 — 0*929 

Sheep’s tallow 0*937 — 0*940 

Beef and sheep's tallow, mixed 1:1.... 0*986 — 0*938 

Butter of cacao, fresh 0*950 — 0*952 

„ very old 0*945 — 0*946 

Butter and beef tallow, 1:1 0*938 — 0*939 

Expressed oil of nntmegs 1*016 — 1*018 

Ditto, extracted with OS* 1*014 — 1*015 

Ditto, crystalline 0*965 — 0 966 

Stearic acid, melted, and in drops 0*964 

„ crystalline 0*967—0*969 

Wax, yellow 0*959—0 962 

„ African 0*960 

„ yellow and resin, 1:1 0*973—0*976 

„ „ and paraffin, 1:1 0*916—0*919 

„ „ and yellow ceresin, 2:1 . . 0*942—0*943 

Ceresin, yellow 0*925—0*928 

Wax, Japan 0*977— 0 978 

„ „ very old 0*968—0*970 

„ white, very old and true 0*963—0*964 

» »> new 0*916—0*925 
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Sp. gr. at 15—16° C. 

Wax, Japan, new, and stearic acid, 1:1.. 0*945 

Wax, sp. gr. 0*963, and stearic acid, 

sp. gr. 0*963, mixed, 1:1 0*975 

Ceresin, very white, pure 0*905 — 0*908 

„ white 0*923 — 0*924 

Araucaria wax 0*990 

Resin (fir. pine), yellow, transparent . . 1*083 — 1*084 

„ whitish, opaque 1*044 — 1*047 

Shellac, light-coloured 1*113 — 1*114 

„ darker 1*123 

Dammar, old 1*075 

Copal, East and West Indian 1*063 — 1*800 

Benzoin, Siam 1*235 

„ Penang 1*145—1*155 

„ Borneo 1*165— 1*170 

Guaiac resin, pure 1*236 — 1*237 

Amber 1*074 — 1*094 

Sandarac 1*038 — 1*044 

Mastic 1*056—1 060 

Balsam of tolu, old brittle 1*231 — 1*232 

D. B. 


Testing Drugs. By L. Siebold (Analyst, 1879, 190— 191).— The 
method for the detection of mineral adulteration in flour by means of 
chloroform (C. Himly, Tear Book of Pharmacy , 1877) may be ap- 
plied for the same purpose to drugs. The powdered drug is shaken 
with chloroform when the mineral matter sinks to the bottom, and in 
the cases of acacia, tragacanth, starches, myrrh, Barbadoes aloes, 
jalap, saffron, cinchonas, nux vomica, mustard, white pepper, capsi- 
cum, and guarana, the drugs float on the top. By pouring the chloro- 
form off, the lower stratum of mineral matter may be collected and 
weighed. 

In some cases, however, such as gamboge, scammony, opium, Socotrine 
aloes, liquorice root, ginger, colocynth, coussa, ipecacuanha, cinnamon, 
and cardamoms, a portion of the drug sinks with the mineral matter. 
The test maiy, however, be applied qualitatively, since adulteration 
may be detected by a careful inspection of the sediment. 

L. T. O’S. 

Testing Malt. By W. Schultzs (Bied, Gentr 1879, 375— 377). 
— Malt is usnally mashed at from 70° to 75° 0. : the author finds, 
however, that tho yield obtained at this temperature is always smaller 
than when the mashing takes place at 60°, 65°, or 70°. The extract is, 
however, much more quickly produced at the former temperature, 
only 20 minutes being required at 70° as against 18*5 hours at 60°. 
Ho more extract is obtained after the starch has been converted into 
maltose and dextrin, and it is therefore unnecessary to continue the 
mashing longer. J. K. C. 
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Production of Photographs exhibiting Natural Colours. By 
W. W. Abney (Ghem. Neias, 39, 282).— The anther suggests that 
the natural colours in the photographs exhibited by Becquerel last 
year are produced by the oxidation, of the silver compounds em- 
ployed, and are not due to interference. 

He has photographed the solar spectrum, on silver plates, and on 
compounds of silver held in situ by collodion, in both of which, the 
spectrum has imprinted itself approximately in its natural colours. 
In the former, the image is the brighter, but in the latter the spectrum 
can be seen both by transmitted and reflected light. The colouring 
matter seems to be due to a mixture of two different sizes of molecules 
of the same chemical composition, one of which absorbs at the bluo 
and the other at the red end of the spectrum. The author believes it 
will be possible to preserve the colours unchanged when e xpo sed to 
ordinary daylight. W . T. 

Action of Phenol Vapour on Organic Matter at High Tem- 
peratures. By C. v. Than (Annalen, 198, 273— 289) — As the 
result of a series of experiments on a process for disinfection used in 
the Hungarian Custom House, it is shown that although exposure to a 
temperature of 137° for three hours retards the development of 
organic germs, it is incapable of destroying them. If, however, the 
germs are subjected to the action of the vapour of phenol at 137°, 
they are completely destroyed. The articles to- be disinfected are 
placed in a leaden chamber (containing phenol), which is provided 
with an outer jacket. The apparatus is heated over a fire, and by 
means of an ingenious arrangement, the pyrometer which registers tho 
temperatures rings an electric bell when the temperature exceeds 
137®. By opening dampers in the outer jacket, the temperature can 
be rapidly cooled down to 137°, when the hell will cease ringing. 

Written and printed matter, linen, cotton, quilting, lace, white and 
coloured silk and woollen materials, raw wool, and plain and lacquered 
leatLer, were exposed to this treatment without any deleterious effects, 
excepting the white wool, which acquired a yellowish tint. 

Chamois leather is rendered finable by exposure to phenol vapour. 

w. c. w. 

Antiseptic Action of Acids. By N. Sibber (J. _pr. Ohem. [2], 
19, 433 — 444) — The presence of so small a proportion as 0*5 per cent, 
of hydrochloric, sulphuric, phosphoric, acetic, or even of butyric acid 
is sufficient for antiseptic purposes. Phenol is somewhat less active, 
whilst lactic and boric acids are much less active, 4 jkc. of boric acid 
being insufficient to prevent putrefaction. 

The experiments were made simultaneously with meat and with the 
pancreas of the ox, in both cases suspended in water, and without ex- 
ception decomposition occurred sooner in the case of the pancreas. 
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There was fungoid growth but no Bacteria, when using 0*5 p c. sul- 
phuric acid, 1*0 p.c. phosphoric, 2 and even with 4 p.c. lactic acid. 

The author discusses the question whether the acidity of the gastric 
juice is of itself sufficient to maintain the healthy action of the 
stomach, and he inclines to the affirmative opinion, as he found that 
0 25 p.c. of hydrochloric acid, about the normal quantity in the 
stomach, was sufficient to prevent putrefaction for 24 hours in the 
tissues of meat and ox-pancreas, and when putrefaction did occur, the 
solution was no longer acid, but neutral. 

As antiseptics, dilute solutions of acid salts would be no doubt as 
active as the acids, for G. Glaser has lately shown that in this respect 
aluminie acetate is equal to acetic acid- A. J. C. 

Antiseptic Action of Pyrogallol. By Y. Bovet (J. pr. Ohem. [2], 
19, 445 — 461). — From a number of experiments it has been found that 
an aqueous solution containing 1 — 1^ p.c. of pyrogallol, will preserve 
meat for a month free from micro-organisms and had smell, and that 
a 2 — 2-J; p.c. solution will arrest decomposition in putrefying sub- 
stances, and prevent alcoholic fermentation of grape-sugar. In this 
latter respect H. Kolbe and E. v- Meyer state in a note that they have 
already shown that it is far less active than salicylic acid (J*wr. Chem. 
[2], 12, 151). 

It also arrests the movements of Bacillus mbtilis and the formation 
of mildew. For many antiseptic purposes, such as wound dressings, 
pyrogallol, it is suggested, may be substituted with advantage for 
phenol. 

It is a question whether the antiseptic action of pyrogallol is due to 
its power of absorbing oxygen or to some other property which may 
be common to* all the aromatic phenols- A- J. C. 

Spontaneous Oxidation of Manganous Oxides with refer- 
ence to the Manganese-recovery Process. By J. Post ( Ber ., 12, 
1 537 — 1542). — The author’s experiments were made on a small scale in 
ordinary evaporating basins, and relate to the influence of “ whipping,” 
addition of soap, and to the use of soda or lime in the recovery of 
manganese. The only noteworthy result he obtained is, that a slight 
excess of caustic alkali gives a larger yield of manganic oxide than a 
slight excess of lime, and that a large excess of alkali, whether lime or 
soda, has no corresponding influence on the proportion of manganese 
oxidised- W- & 

Some Analyses of Iron. By S. Ejjrbt (Ohm. News, 39, 281).— 
The author states that in many cases the analysis of iron w steel is 
not a criterion of the quality of the metal ; thus a sample of boiler 
plate which he analysed and found to contain silicon 0*010 per cent., 
manganese 0*120, sulphur absent, phosphorus a trace, copper 0*028, 
was found to be of inferior quality by the mechanical tests. This 
the author attributes to the rolling of the metal having bee* badly 
conducted. W. T. 
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Separation of Phosphorus and Iron especially with reference 
to the Manufacture of Steel. By T. Blair (Ohem. News , 40, 
150 — 152, and 160—163). — The first part of the paper contains a 
review of the various processes which have hitherto been proposed 
with this object, and which are well known. With regard to Krupp’s 
or Marje’s process for dephosphorising pig-iron by means of the oxides 
of iron and manganese, some data are given, from which it is probable, 
although it has not yet been proved experimentally, that mangani- 
ferons iron will work more favourably still than pig-iron. Another 
point which has not yet been settled is whether it will he possible by 
addition of a siliceous pig to fit the refined metal for the Bessemer 
process, for which, as at present constituted, it is not suitable, since 
the dephosphorising process also eliminates the silicon. 

In discussing the Thomas and Gilchrist process, the author mentions 
that, althongh it must be admitted that all the initial difficulties have 
not been entirely surmounted, it is obvions that tbe great problem as 
to tbe dephosphorisation of iron is solved, and that nothing more is 
wanting than the rapid and effectual removal of the minor difficulties. 
Briefly the process consists of the following points: — 1. A durable 
basic lining. 2. The addition of basic materials. 3. Removal of 
phosphorus by blowing after the carbon has been eliminated. As a 
set-off against the objections as to the cost of the new process may bo 
considered the utilisation of the large deposits of phosphorctie ores in 
this and other countries, which may be so much more cheaply worked 
and delivered to the works than hsamatite ores from distant countries, 
and the prolongation of the lease of life of inland iron-producing 
districts in all countries, which have their own -coal and ironbtone. 

D. B. 

Bleaehing-Sugar Syrups by Ozone. By A. R. Leeds (JOhcm. 
Ntws, 40, 86). — The first specimen operated on was of syrup, which 
had undergone hut one filtration, aud was of a brownish-yellow 
colour. At the close of the bleaching with ozone, the syrup was of a 
faint straw colour, and of slightly acid reaction. A second trial was 
made with a syrup which had bee a twice filtered, but still retained a 
strong yellow tint. 20 c.c. of the syrup was introduced into a 
Gtisler absorption apparatus, and a slow current of oxygen, ozonised 
to the extent of 24 mgrms. ozone per litre, passed through it for 
several hours. When about 100 mgrms. ozone had been brought into 
contact with the syrup, it had become almost colourless and almost 
neutral in reaction. 

As determined by Behr, the filtered syrup when it came from tho 
refinery contained, in 100 parts, 50 parts of dry substance and 
40 parts of dry sugar. The alteration in the course of bleaching is 
seen in the following table : — 

Effect of Ozone upon Filtered Syrup. 

Dry substance contains : — Unbleached. Bleached. 

Cane sugar (by polariseope). . 797 per cent. 80*0 per cent. 

Inverted sugar 12 7 „ 12*7 „ 

D. B. 
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Experiments on Creaming. By W. Kirchner and others (BieJ. 
Centr., 1870, 877 — 381). — As tlio result of numerous experiments, 
Kirchner comes to the conclusion that pans made of tin are better 
than wooden pans for the cream to rise in. The other authors have 
experimented on the cooling of the milk by various processes before 
churning, and find that a larger yield of butter is usually obtained 
when the milk has been cooled by ice. J. K. C. 

Experiments on Churning. By Winxel (Bicd. Centr , 1879, 
382). — The author sums up the results of his investigations as 
follows : — The more carefully the cream is skimmed off, that is, the less 
milk it contains, the lower the temperature of churning required, the 
number and swiftness of the turnings remaining the same; or in 
other words, so much the more quickly will the butter separate at the 
same temperature and quickness of churning. J. K. C. 

A New Method of Preparing Methyl-violet. By H. Hasse*- 
oamp ( [Dent . Ghem, Ges. Ber., 12 , 1275 — 1276). — When a mixture of 
one part of beBzenesulphonic chloride and two of dimethylaniline is 
heated on a water-bath, a blue coloration is produced, which gradually 
becomes more intense, and after some hours the whole is converted 
into a viscous dark-co loured mass. The colouring properties of this show 
it to he methyl-violet. Further, when the product is boiled with water, 
the presence of an oily liquid was observed, which had the characteristic 
odour of phenyl sulphide. The reaction, therefore, takes place as 

GoH4 

follows : — C 0 H 5 S0 2 C1 4 30,H t NMe 2 = (Me J N.C 8 H i ) 2 C< / |° + HOI + 

^NMe 

2H 3 0 + C 6 H 5 .SH. Benzenesulphonic chloride and methyldiphenyl- 
amine appear to yield diplienylamine blue. P. P. B. 

Transferring Lightfoot-black from one Fibre to Another. 
ByJ. Wolfe {Ghem. News, 40 , 59). — Lightfoot-black dissolves in a 
strong aqueous solution of aniline hydrochloride, but incompletely, and 
with a deep greenish-black coloration. The solution obtained in this 
way mixes with hot water, producing a black- violet liquid, which dyes 
cotton, wool, and silk of a grey tint. Even the Lightfoot-black on the 
fibre dissolves in a strong solution of aniline hydrochloride. Some 
time ago the author dyed a Largo quantity of China grass jam with 
Lightfoot-black, by soaking the yam thoioughly in a strong solution 
of aniline hydrochloride and potassium chloride. A small quantity of 
that yarn treated lately with a strong solution of aniline hydrochloride 
produced a dark greenish-black solution, whilst tho remaining fibre, 
after washing and drying, showed a dark greenish-grey colour. The 
greenish-black solution mixed with water dyed cotton a beautiful 
bluish-grey, and wool and silk a blackish-grey, showing that this 
colouring-matter itself has a very great affinity for the fibres, without 
being produced on the fibre as in the Lightfoot process. ^ The shades 
thus produced on wool and silk are not bright, proving that the 
Lightfoot-black process is unable to produce fine black shades at all 
on these animal fibres. The solutions obtained in the above maimer 
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contain too nmcTi acid and comparatively small quantities of colouring- 
matter, so that it is very difficult to dye a deep black with them. 

As far as the author knows, this is the first case of transferring 
Lightfoot-black from one fibre to another. 

If the solution of Liglitfoot-black in aniline salt solution is neu- 
tralised with caustic soda and boiled until all aniline is driven off, a 
greyish-black powder remains in a light brown-coloured Rlightly 
alkaline liquid. The powder filtered from the liquid and washed on 
the filter with boiling water, consists of two different colouring 
matters ; the one dissolving with a bright red colour in boiling water 
acidulated with hydrochloric acid, and dyeing cotton and wool of a 
dull-red shade, which by washing with clear water turns reddish- 
brown, and by soaping, clear brown , the other consisting of a dark 
blue-black powder, insoluble in neutral and acidulated water. This 
is another proof that lightfoot-black consists of two colouring matters 
— one dark blue, the other brown. D. B. 

Aniline Blacks. By J. Wolff (Chem. News , 39, 270 — 273; and 
40, 3—6). — The author divides aniline blacks into two series, those 
which are produced in or on the fibre, and those which arc first manu- 
factured and afterwards applied to the fibre by the usual process of 
dyeing. 

The first was invented by J". Lightfoot,. of Accrington, in 1866, and 
are extremely well adapted for printing black on vegetable tissues, but 
all attempts to use this process for dyeing have proved more or less 
unsatisfactory, owing mainly to the difficulty of evenly distributing 
the colour, and for silk and wool dyeing this difficulty becomes still 
greater. The basis of the method usually employed to dye by this 
process is to soak the yarn or woven fabric in aniline hydrochloride, 
with or without free aniline, and potassium chlorate, with or without 
the addition of other, especially metallic compounds, and afterwards 
to expose the goods to the air in a warm room until they are changed 
to a dark green colour. They are then passed through a warm bath of 
soda, which develops the black in a short time, or they are passed 
through a bath of chrome and hydrochloric acid, which producos a 
much deeper and finer black, which does not turn green. 

The Lightfoot blacks can he divided into (1) those which turn 
green and (2) those which remain black on exposure to the air. The 
first are the- common and the second the oxidised Lightfoot blacks. 
The shades of these series of blacks run from blue of different shades 
of grey, and of brown-black to black-brown. The first link of these 
series is the blue invented by the late F. Crace-Calvert, and obtained 
by the action on aniline hydrochloride of a smaller quantity of potas- 
sium chlorate than that required for the black with use of ferrous 
sulphate to moderate the oxidation. 

The aniline blacks are mixtures of at least two distinct colouring 
matters, the one a very deep blue, the other browns of different 
shades. The less toluidine the aniline contains, the bluer will be the 
black produced by this process; hence it would appear that the brown 
colouring matter is derived from the toluidines. Again, from their 
ability to increase the strength of the oxidation, copper, cerium, vana- 
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dium, and other metallic compounds, even in very minute quantities 
have the property of deepening the dark blue-black to a very fine blue- 
black. Little is known, respecting the chemical constitution of the 
Lightfoot black; Reinbeck says it is a powerful violet- black base 
forming with acids green- coloured compounds. Muller gives to the 
black the formula O^HuN’oOn, but on account of the large proportions 
of hydrogen and oxygen the author considers it an improbable one. 
A more trustworthy elementary analysis by Goppelsroeder leads to the 
formula C 24 H 20 N 4 for the common Lightfoot black, which he interprets 
as = 4(C 6 H 5 )K The chemical constitution of the oxidised black he 
represents as (C 6 H 5 N ) 4 0, and of the reduced common black as 
HIT (CeH 5 ) .IT (G 8 H 6 ) .N ( 0 6 H 6 ) . (0 b H s ) NH. With potassium-hydrogen 
sulphate he produces naphthalene pink from this black, thus, SC^Hso^) 
-f* I 6 HKSO 4 = 8 N + 16H 2 0 -f 8S0 3 + 4 of naphthalene pink, 

Another chemist, by treatment of Lightfoot’s black with anilin e, has 
obtained a fine aniline pink of the formula C^Ha^. 

All these formulas of aniline blacks show that they are the products 
of powerful oxidation taking place simultaneously with considerable 
condensation. Another interpretation of these results may be given, 
supported by the production of naphthalene pink above mentioned, 
and by tho property the black has of forming substitution-products 
with aniline, such as aniline pink. (CeH^NH^CeH*)* The oxidised 
Lightfootblack (C 0 Ht.lTH) 3 O ( CJL.NH) 2 . The reduced Lightf oot black, 
H 2 K(G 6 H4) 2 (NH) 2 (0 6 H 4 ) a .NH s . 

In the aniline blacks which are manufactured first, and then applied 
to the cloth or yam, there are two, known by the commercial names 
u indulin ” and “ nigrosin,” The lattor name was given to a product 
invented by the author in 1862. He also discovered the first link of 
the indulin series in 1865, by treating the bases of magenta refuse with 
aniline and acetic acid. The spirit-soluble indulin thus produced was 
converted by sulphuric acid into water-soluble indulin, fraudulently 
called by some firms u nigrosin.” 

Indulin may be manufactured by several methods. 

(1.) From magenta refuse, which is treated with boiling water 
acidulatod with hydrochloric acid, to extract completely the salts of 
mauvanilinc, rosaniline, and chrvsaniline, and to leave the violaniline 
salt nndissolved, which is then decomposed with impure caustic soda. 
10 parts of the impure violaniline thns left are treated with 6 parts of 
commercial acetic acid (of the equivalent 120 ), and 20 parts of u aniline 
for blue,” and heated to between 140° and 160°, as long as ammonia 
is given off and until the mass dissolves and gives the desired shade, 
in alcohol acidulated with acetic acid. Caustic soda is then added in 
sufficient quantity to neutralise the 6 parts of acetic acid, aud the 
liberated aniline is driven off by steam. The indulin base thus ob- 
tained may then be separated from the soda acetate solution and 
dried. To convert it into the water-soluble form, 1 part of the base 
is introduced slowly into 3 or 4 parts of sulphuric acid of 66 ° B., heated 
to 1Q0 P , and kept agitated; the acid solution is then heated at 120 — 
140° for about five hours until a sample when taken out, washed with 
water, and treated with ammonia at 60° or 70° dissolves quickly and 
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completely. When the process is finished, the whole is washed with 
water, filtered, and boiled with sufficient soda solution to dissolve and 
form a neutral salt with it. The solution is then evaporated, and the 
residue, which is the water-soluble indulin, is dried at a temperature 
not exceeding 70°. Ammonia is sometimes used instead of soda. 

Another way of preparing indulin is by heating 10 parts of pure 
aniline with 20 of syrnpy arsenic acid at 185° or 190°, until it forms 
on cooling a dull, yellowish, bronze-coloured, brittle Bubstance, which 
is composed principally of viola, nil in. Caustic soda is added to the 
fused mass, to combine with the arsenious and arsenic acids, the froe 
aniline driven off by steam, and the base after being powdered and 
dried is converted by aniline and acetic acid into indulin in the man- 
ner described. 

It may also he prepared by a number of different methods based on 
the action of suitable oxidising or dehydrogenating agents, such as 
chlorine, nitric acid and its compounds, on pure aniline or suitable 
aniline salts at a temperature of 185° to 190°. The author gives equa- 
tions in explanation of these reactions. 

In the most soluble indulin blues, the triphenyl-violaniline predo- 
minates in quantity, but in many, the mono- and di-phenyl-violaniline 
and mauvaniiines accompany it. Thus indulin may be principally 
triphenyl-violaniline hydrochloride. 

By treating these bases with sulphuric acid, they arc converted into 
the corresponding conjugated acids, from which salts mav be obtained 
by neutralisation. Thus there may he formed sodium triphenyl- 
violaniline monosnlphonate ; and the di-, tri, and tetra-sulphonatos 
may also he obtained. The monosulphonates are insoluble in water, 
the disulphonates are sparingly, and the tri- and tetra-sulphonates 
easily soluble. The alkaline salts of all are easily soluble. 

These, together with the phenyl ated mauvaniiines, form the prin- 
cipal constituents of water-soluble indulins; they sometimes, how- 
ever, contain nigrosin-sulphonic acids and their salts. 

, Spirit-soluble induliu dyes wool, silk, and cotton of different shades 
of grey. Tn dyeing, the acidulated alcoholic solution is added to an 
acidulated eold bath, the goods to be dyed are immersed, and the 
whole heated to the boiling point and kept there until the desired 
shade is obtained. 

Spirit-soluble indulin dissolves at 115° in 2 to 3 parts of its woight 
of glycerine acidulated with 5 per cent, of hydrochloric acid, but 
dyeing with these products is not satisfactory, o wring to tho liability 
of their separating from solution and rendering the dyed shades un- 
even. 

The water-soluble indulins dye fabrics of good light and dark shades 
of grey, even approaching black, but the blacks are not satisfactory 
either in colonr or “ fastness.” 

The third series of aniline blacks is the one of which nigrosin is a 
link ; they axe used for dyeing blacks and greys on wool, silk, and 
leather. They resist well the action of light and air, and their alco- 
holic solutions are employed with varnish producing oils and resins 
for making black varnish. 

Nigrosin was first manufactured by heating a mixture of 44 parts 
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of aniline, 20 of stannous chloride, and 11 of nitrobenzene durincr 
four hours at 190°, and afterwards at 220° or 230° for five to ei^ht 
hours more, until a sample poured into water gives to the latter a pale 
yellow coloration. At this point, the unaltered aniline in the u melt ” 
was driven off by a current of steam. The “ melt separates from 
the condensed steam, and when pow dered and dried constitutes the 
nigrosin of commerce. The author soon found that the presence of 
stannous chloride was unnecessary, and assuming that the nitroben- 
zene acted simply as an oxidising agent, he made experiments, and 
found that by the action of arsenic acid on a mixture of aniline and 
aniline salt, a fine nigrosin could be produced. In trying to make the 
water-soluble nigrosin from a product produced from aniline contain- 
ing toluidine, a brown-yellow extract was obtained by boiling with 
water acidulated with hydrochloric acid, and no nigrosin was dis- 
solved, but when boiled with fresh quantities of acidulated water the 
brown-yellow substance was ultimately removed, and then the nigrosin 
became soluble. 

In the first stage of the process in the production of nigrosin, viol- 
aniline is produced, and at this stage a mixture of violaniline and 
aniline salts remains. When these are heated at 220° or 230°, the 
colour of the melted mass changes gradually from violet-blue to dark 
blue, and later on to greenish-black, whilst ammonia is formed. Tri- 
phenylviolanilme (the base of spirit- soluble indulin) when heated with 
aniline salts as above described, yields also nigrosin in both the 
soluble and insoluble form, but without the formation of ammonia. 

Pure nigrosin is prepared by heating 22 parts of pure aniline hydro- 
chloride with 10 parts of pure syrupy arsenic acid (containing 70 per 
cent, of dry acid) for four or five hours at 190° in glass or enamelled 
iron vessels, the liquid being agitated from time to time, and after- 
wards heated at 220° to 230° nntil a sample when drawn off dissolves 
with a faint yellow colour in boiling water. The unaltered aniline is 
liberated with soda, and it, in company with diphenylamine, is re- 
moved with a current of steam; the remaining nigrosin base is 
washed with boiling water, then dissolved in boiling water acidulated 
with excess of hydrochloric acid, and precipitated with soda. The 
precipitated nigrosin is collected on a filter, washed* and again dis- 
solved in acidulated boiling water, and when cold is precipitated by 
adding common salt. In is further purified by dissolving it in boiling 
water, filtering, and allowing it to cool, when the nigrosin separates, 
the process being repeated several times. Nigrosin has a blue colour 
if pure aniline is nsed, but if toluidine is present even in small quan- 
tities, the black shades of nigrosin are obtained. The author found 
the formula for the pure nigrosin base to be and for 

nigrosin irself, OssH^NjClH, but this is also the formula for triphenyl- 
violaniline, the conversion of the one into the other being brought 
about by intramolecular change. 

By dry distillation, nigrosin yields substances belonging to the de- 
rivatives of di- and tri-ph enyl-diamine, whilst triphenyl violaniline 
yields diphenylamine and aniline, and from this the author infers the 
difference in the molecular constitution of these two bodies. 

Pure blue nigrosin dissolves in water, producing a dull blue solu- 
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tion, "becoming brighter and greener on the addition of hydrochloric 
acid. It possesses a remarkable blood-red fluorescence, and all the 
blue and black nigrosins have this property more or less, and some 
so strongly that when so little is dissolved in water that no colour can 
be seen by transmitted light, the solution has the appearance by re- 
flected light as if particles of bright metallic copper were moving 
about in it. The nigrosins dye yams and goods slowly and evenly of 
bine, or blue-black colours, which when deep enough will stand light, 
air, and soap well, but not the fulling process. 

The following mixtures treated in the manner above described, in 
which aniline salts and arsenic acid are made to react on each other, 
produce the different shades of blue and black nigrosins. 

60 parts of pure aniline hydrochloride, and 10 parts of pure nitro- 
benzene, yield a dark blue dyeing nigrosin, whilst the same mixture 
with 1 part of cuprous or cupric chloride added to it yields a fine 
blue-black. 

60 parts of aniline hydrochloride (prepared from aniline containing 
2 per cent, of toluidine) and 10 parts of nitrobenzene (made from ben- 
zene containing 2 per cent, of toluene) yields a blue- black dyeing 
colouring matter, which by addition of certain metallic compounds 
(such as cupric chloride) is much deepened. 

In the mannfacture of nigrosins, the careful regulation of the tem- 
perature is of great importance, otherwise a considerable quantity of 
bye-products would be formed. 

The nigrosins are slightly soluble in weak boiling alkaline solutions, 
easily soluble in benzene, petroleum, and certain oils, especially when 
alkaline, with a bright purple colour, and when acid, with a fine green- 
blue shade. Oxidising agents convert nigrosins on the fibre into dull 
and reddish-grey violets, whilst reducing agents render them colour- 
less, forming leuco-nigrosins. Nitric acid, even of 1*5 sp. gi\, has 
very little action on these colouring matters. The author gives 
formulae showing the typical relations which he assumes to exist 
between nigrosin and Lightfoot black. 

Nigrosin is specially well adapted for dyeing silk a fino black 
colour without injuring the gloss of the fibre or increasing its woight 
more than a few per cent. W. T. 

Production of the Red Colour in Salting Meat. By A. Haiit- 
degei? (Hied. Centr ,, 1879, 478). — Salt added in largo quantities pro- 
vents the appearance of the red colour, but if it is applied a little at a 
time, and the meat is afterwards smoked, a better red is obtained. 

J. K. C. 
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Emission Spectra of Haloid Mercury Compounds. By B. 0. 
Peibcb (Ami. Phys. Chem. [2], 6, 59? — 599). — The emission spectra 
were obtained by passing the electric current through a Greissler tube 
containing a small quantity of the salt ; when the salt is warmed with 
a Bunsen burner, the mercury spectrum is seen, and as the heat is 
increased bands appear which differ according to the salt employed. 

The measurements were made with a Steinheim spectroscope, the 
scale of which corresponded as follows with the lines of the spectrum : 
Si + 81, Na - 100, Hg 7 - 102*9 and 103*8, Baa - 111, H get - 114, 
Srj3 - 15?, Hg0 - 176, H gd - 138, Bge - 207. 

When mercuric chloride was used, a band appeared at 108£ — 100£. 
The edge of this band was sharply defined on the less refrangible side ; 
but when the salt was strongly heated, a continuous spectrum was 
observed, stretching for some distance on the more refrangible side. 

Mercurous chloride gives the same band, whence it is argued that 
mercurous chloride is dissociated. 

Mercuric bromide gives a band between 131 and 135; mercuric 
iodide a band between 168 and 172. It is remarked that the bromide 
band is exactly half way between that of the chloride and that of 
the iodide. F. D. B. 

Smoke of an Electric Lamp. By B. S. Prootob (Okem. New, 
39, 283). — -At the Newcastle-upon-Tyne Chemical Society Mr. J. W. 
Swan exhibited an electric lamp on the incandescent principle, in 
which the current had to pass through and heat a cylinder of carbon 
placed between two platinum conductors; this arrangement was 
placed in a vacuum in a glass vessel, and as the current was too strong 
the carbon cylinder broke down. 

The author examined the glass which enclosed it, and found the 
inside covered with a sooty deposit which, under a J-inch micro- 
scopic objective, appeared nebulous, with some bright specks of plati- 
num hero and there. The platinum supports were also covered with the 
black deposit, which burned off easily on being heated to dull redness. 
A piece of the glass was treated with aqua regia, and plamnum and 
iron were found in the solution. It is possible that the platinum 
particles were scattered about by the disruptive discharge, which fol- 
lowed the breaking down of the carbon cylinder. W. T. 

Thermochemical Investigation of the Oxides m& of 

Nitrogen. By J. Thohben (Ber., 12, 2062—2065), — order to 
calculate the heat of formation of the oxides of nitrogen, the following 
values were determined by experiment 


YOI*. xxxvin. 


a 
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Reaction. 

Na + Hj + O^NHiSrOj 
NsOa + Oa — NjOi 

NjOi + Aq 

N,+ 0 


Heat of formation. 
64050 units 
39140 „ 

15510 „ 

-18320 „ 


Oxidation of an aqueous solution of N s O*. NaOjAq + 0 — + 18320. 
From these data, the following results were obtained, which differ 
considerably from Berthelot’s determinations {Ann. Phys. dim. [5], 
6 , 178) m 

Berthelot. Thomvn. 


Fa+O 

Na+Oj 

Na + Oa + Aq. 

Na + O* 

Na + 0 4 + Aq 

Na + 0„ + Aq 


— 86600 units 
—51800 „ 

-14800 „ 


— 18320 units 

- 72790 „ 

- 36460 „ 

- 33650 „ 

- 18140 „ 

■t- 180 „ 


The following table shows in columns I and II the heat of forma- 
tion of the anhydrous nitrates ; in I by the direct union of their 
elements, and in II according to^ the equation M' a f 0 3 + N 2 0 4 . 
Column. Ill shows the heat of solution of these salts : — 


Nitrates of L 

Potassium. . . . 104660 

Sodium 96430 

Lithium .... 96800 

Thallium .... 43330 

Silver 13920 

Barium 196100 

Strontium . . . 190210 

Calcium 173590 

Lead 75860 


Sr 4* 0 2 4* l^sOi 4“ 4H a O 
Ca + 0 2 4 - ^0 4 4- 4HiO 
Cd 4 Oa 4" I^aOi “I - 4H a O 
Mg 4 - O 3 4* JTA "h 6 H a O 
Zn4-O a 4-h T A + 6H 3 0 
Ni + O a + ff 3 0 4 4- 6H 2 0 
Co-f O a + KA + 6H ? 0 
Cu+ Oa 4 - N 3 O i + 6 H 3 O 


n. 

III 

242960 

-17040 

22G500 

- 10060 

227240 

+ 600 

120300 

- 19940 

61480 

- 10880 

220750 

- 9400 

223860 

- 4620 

207240 

+ 8950 

109510 

- 7610 

231540 

- 12300 

218440 

- 7250 

124370 

- 5040 

214530 

- 4220 

142180 

- 5840 

124720 

- 7470 

123330 

- 4060 

96950 

- 10710 


W. O. W. 


Thermochemical Research on the Carbonates. By J. 
Thomsen (JBer., 12, 2031 — 2032). — The heat evolved in the formation 
of the following anhydrous carbonates by the combination bf carbonic 
oxide, oxygen and the metal, is given in column I ; the heat evolved 
by* the combination of carbonic acid with the metallic oxide is shown 
in column III. For the sake of comparison the heat of formation 
of the corresponding anhydrous sulphates from metal, oxygen and 
sulphurous anhydride is given in column II. 
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Carbonates and 


sulphates. I. IT. III. 

K 2 250940 273560 — 

ETa s 242490 257510 — 

Ba 252770 266490 55580 

Sr 251020 259820 53230 

Ca 240660 248970 42490 

Mn 180690 178790 — 

Cd 151360 150210 — 

Pb 139690 145130 22580 

Ag 3 92770 96200 200GO 

w. c. w. 


Mutual Relations of Potassium and Sodium Alum in Aqueous 
Solution. By F. P. Yenables (Chen i. News, 40, 198—199).— Two 
forms of isomorphism between those two salts may be conceived : 
the formation of a double alkaline alum, KNaS04.Al a (S0 4 ) 3 .24H a 0 : 
and the isomorphous admixture of the two alums in the various crys- 
tals. All attempts to prepare the double alkaline alum failed, the 
isomorphous displacement always being of the second kind, the potas- 
sium salt predominating, owing to its being less soluble in water than 
the sodium salt. Experiments were also made on the solubility of 
potassium alum in a solution of sodium alum of different strengths 
and at different temperatures, the results being that 100 grams water 
containing — 


Grams sodium alnm 4*8 1(H) 12*1 15*4 21-1 33’ 7 53’G 7 6'7 

r0tat! ’ } 7 ' 8 6-1 5-7 5'3 47 3'8 27 17 

L. T. O’S. 


Law of Duloug and Petit applied to Perfect Gases. By H. 
Wiljlotte (Conqrt. rend., 89, 540 — 543). — The product AO of the mole- 
cular weight A into tho specific heat at constant volume C is very nearly 
the same for all gases. In order therefore that any two gases may be at 
the same temperature, it is necessary and sufficient that the mean total 
energy of any molecule whatever shall have tho same value in both 
gases, that is to say, that AB* = A'B° ; A and A! being the molecular 

AB 3 A'B'* 

weights of the gases under consideration, and — — , — — , the means 

a 2 


of the total energies of the molecules of each gas. Two or more gases 
are at the samo temperature, if, when placed in contact with each other 
they nevertheless preserve their total respective energies unchanged. 
It may be shown (1) by making use of the theory of Carnot, or (2) by 
the homogeneity as far as velocity is concerned of the equations rela- 
ting to the theory of percussion, that if the rule AB* ®s A'B* 8 holds 
good for any one temperature, it does so for all other temperatures ; 
the question is how far this can be explained from a purely mechanical 
point of view. It cannot be due to the mutual collisions of the mole- 
cules, *for Clausius has shown that inter-molecular shocks exert only a 
disturbing influence in the theory of gases ; the author therefore 
prefers to explain it by molecular collisions against the atoms of a 
material ether, a gas of exceedingly low density, having its constituent 
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particles situated at distances very small in relation to the dimensions 
of the molecules of ordinary gases; a supposition which serves as a 
basis for several theories. 

If A represents the weight of any molecule endued with a rapidity 
of translation h u the arithmetical mean of the quantities of move- 
ment representing the forces of percussion due to the displacement of 
the molecule A, can be represented by X2A b\dt, the sum 2 being taken 
during any moment of which dt is the element, X being a constant 
independent of the nature of the molecule under consideration. The 
sum of the terms calculated for unity of time is approximately 
2A&i df = ABf, where B? is a quantity equal to the mean of b\. 

If in any vessel there are )i molecules whose mass is equal to A, and 
«/ whose mass is equal to A', the arithmetical law of the forces of per- 
cussion art mg in unity of time on the mass of ether in question will 
be X(j/ABf -f n’A'B'i). Again, if while n + W = const., the sum just 
mentioned does not vary when the composition of the mixture is 
altered, the systems formed by the forces of percussion will not vary 
either ; and again the sum will remain invariable whatever he the 

ratio if ABj = A’B'f. 

71 

With a mass of molecules whose centres of gravity are fixed, but of 
which the various parts are endowed with reciprocal movements, it 
may be found by similar reasoning that in the case of equilibrium of 
temperature, the energies corresponding to these movements satisfy 
the relation AB| = A'B'f, whence by addition — 

ABJ + ABf =* A'B'J + A'B'J or AB* =* A'B* 


AB a A'B' 3 

2 ’ a 


representing the total mean energies of the molecules. 


It is thus seen why the ratio 


AB? 

AB a 


is the same for all gases at any deter- 


minate temperatures : farther by making use of the principle of homo- 
geneity before mentioned, it may be easily demonstrated that if 
% AB i * 

the ratio —A is the same for all gases at any temperature arbitrarily 


chosen, it will hold good, or very nearly so, for all oilier temperatures, 
the value of the ratio varying very slowly with the temperature. 
(Ih/d.,89, 508 — 570). Iu determining the conditions of equilibrium of 
t miperature iu the case of a solid body surrounded by its own vapour, 
tw< > principal facts have to be established : (1) the influence of the colli- 
sions between the molecules of the solid and those of the gas ; (2) the 
influence of the ether. In the first case, on account of the equality of 
the masses of these molecules, these collisions, far from having a 
disturbing effect as in the case of a mixture of two gases, are, on the 
contrary, sufficient of themselves to maintain an equilibrium, if all the 
molecules have the same mean energy, that is to say, if the JB 2 of tho 
molecules of the solid is the same as the B 9 of the molecules of the 

atm 

gatu (B* is a quantity such that — represents the total mean 
energy of a molecule whose weight is A.) 
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As far as the ether is concerned, it is obvious that the molecules of the 
solid are in the same conditions as the molecules of the gas ; if B a has 
the same value in both, the total mean energy being then the same, the 
conditions of equilibrium are determined. As an illustration, if we 
consider two volatile solids wholly immersed in their own vapour, the 
two atmospheres being separated from each other by a piston moving 
in a horizontal cylinder, when the temperature of the system is m 
equilibrium, the gases on each side of the piston satisfy the equation 
AB* =: A'B' 3 , and this equality holds good equally for the solids A and 
A', since they have the same B 8 as their respective vapours. But 
the equality AB a = A'B' 2 is affected by the collisions of the molecules 
of the gases against the walls of the cylinder and piston; this disturb- 
ing influence obviously diminishes with the degree of expansion of the 
gases, so that, at the extreme limit, when a vacuum exists on both sides 
of the piston, the cause of error will disappear, and, since the piston 
has then become useless, it may be removed. The law may, therefore, 
be stated as follows : — Given two simple solid bodies in a vacuum but 
not in contact, whose atomic weights are represented by AA', the 
actual energy of each of these bodies when their temperature is iu 
equilibrium should be such as to satisfy the equation AB 2 = A'B' 2 . 
Prom the preceding it follows that the product of the atomic weight 
of a body by its absolute calorific capacity (Hirn), is constant for all 
simple bodies, Por compound bodies, an analogous law may be de- 

duced> The product is the same for every substance; A being 

a quantity proportional to the weight of the chemical molecule under 
consideration ; C the absolute calorific capacity of the latter ; and u 
the number of atoms entering into the composition of the molecule. 

J. w. 

Variation in the Composition of the Air. By P. v. Jolly 
(Ann-Phys, Ghenu [2], 6, 5*20 — 544). — The analyses of air which have 
from time to time been made exhibit slight variations in the percentage 
of oxygen. These differences might be attributed to unavoidable errors 
in the observations ; it appeared, however, that air collected in the same 
place at different times had not always the same density, and conse- 
quently not tho same composition ; experiments were therefore under- 
taken to clear np any uncertainty in the matter. 

The composition of tho air was determined by two separate methods: 
firstly, by observing its density ; secondly, by eadiometric analysis. 

lu the first method, tho air was weighed in a glass globe holding 
about a litre, and the amount of oxygen winch it contained calculated 
by means of the equation — 

zWo + (1 — xjWn, = W, 

where a? = vol. of O at 0° and 760 mm. in the unit of volume of air. 
W 0 = weight of contents of the globe when filled with pure oxygen 
at 0° and 760 mm. ; W« = weight of contents of the globe when filled 
with pure nitrogen at 0° and 760 mm. ; and W = weight of contents 
of the globe when filled with the air at 0° and 760 mm. 

It was necessary in the first place to determine the values of Wo and 
W*. The oxygen used in these determinations was obtained by the 
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decomposition o£ water by electrolysis ; the nitrogen by passing air 
over heated copper gauze, which had previously been reduced by 
hydrogen. It was found that the copper thus reduced retained a con- 
siderable amount of hydrogen, which could only be removed by heat- 
ing it to a red heat in a vacuum. The weighings were conducted with 
all possible precautions against error, full details of which are given in 
the paper. 

The mean value of W 0 obtained from seven experiments was 
1*4425 £5 gram, the probable error being + *000013, that of W n ob- 
tained from the same number of observations was 1*269455 gram, the 
probable error being + *000024. The larger probable error in the case 
of nib o gen must be attributed to the greater difficulty experienced in 
obtaining the gas in a puie state. 

The sample^ of air, the composition of which was to be determined, 
were always collected at the same place, about 2 kilometeis from the 
city of Munich. The following table gives the dale of collection, the 
direction of the wind, and the corresponding value of W. (The experi- 
ments were made in 1875-76) : — 


-Tan. 3 

..J SV. 

1-305035 

June 7 

w. 

1 *30304 f> 

Jan 23 .... 

... N.E 

1 305754 

June 29 

w. 

1 *305397 

Feb. 9 

...,2f.W. 

1 -303281 

July 15 . . 

H W. 

1 *305239 

Keb. 16 .... 

... IV. 

1*805099 


N. 

N.E. 

1 305591 

1 30529b 

March 7 . . . . 

... x.w. 

1 305157 

Aug. 2 

March 18 . . 

... 1 s. 

1 *305014 

A 11 or 20 

HE. 

W. 

S- (?) 

1*305169 

1 *305075 

1 *304931 

Hay 9 

« • . E. 

1 *305200 

,au h 

Si^pfr, 1 1 

Hay 18 .... 

E. 

i 

1 *305131 

Sept. 17 

1 


The greatest weight, 1*305754, was observed during a north-east 
wind ; the least, 1*304931, during a south wind ; in both corcr tho wind 
had blown for a considerable time in the same direction. The first 
value^of W corresponds to 20*965 per cent, of oxygen ; the second to 
20 477. 


Before passing to the second method, and to the experiments made 
by its means, the weights of a litre of oxygen and of nitrogen respec- 
tively were obtained from the values of Wn and W« given above. To 
do this it was only necessary to find the weight of distilled water at 
4 which the glass globe would contain. This weight was found to 
be 1609*412 | grams, the weight of a liter of oxygen in the latitude of 
Munich (4b S ) and at an altitude of 515 meters above the sea level 
is therefore 1 '4 2 9004 gram : that of a liter of nitrogen in the same 
locality 1-15/014 gram. Reducing these values to the latitude and 
Pans > fi » d in that city 1 liter of oxygen weighs 
1 4-293884 gram; 1 liter of nitrogen weighs 1-2578731 Am. Tho 
nnmbMS found by Begnanlt were 1-4293802 and 1-256167 respectively • 
the differences may be due to the differences in the weights used, or to 
^simprmty of the gases used by Regnanlt. 

The composition of the air was determined endiomeirieally by first 
obsCTvmg the pressure of a given volnme of the air at 0° in the oudi- 
ometer, then absorbing the oxygen by means of a red-hot copper spiral, 
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heated by an electric current, and finally observing the pressure of the 
remaining nitrogen, occupying the same volume at 0°. Determined 
in this manner the percentage of oxygen is not liable to an error 
exceeding 0*02 per cent. 

The following table gives the results of experiments thus made : — 


Date. 

Oxygen 
per cent. 

Bar. 

Wind. 

June 13 

20*53 

714*03 

W. 

„ 18 ... 

20-95 

717-7 

N. 

„ 24 

20-73 

716-8 

N.E. 

„ 27 

20*65 

718-7 

N.E. 

„ 31 

20*69 

718 -1 

N.E. 

July 3 

20 -66 

716 *9 

E. 

a 

20 - 61 , 

713-1 

S. 

„ 19 

20*56 

713-9 

s . w . 

„ 27 

20-75 

719 -9 

N.E. 

October 12 

20*78 

715-7 

E. 

„ 14 

20 *86 

720-9 

N.W. 

„ 15 

20-83 

719 -8 

E 

„ 1C 

20*75 

723-8 

E. 

„ 21 

20-84 

723 0 

E. 

„ 23 

20*84 

710-6 

N.W. 

„ 27 

21 *01 

731 -5 

N. 

„ 31 

20*85 

714-3 

vr . 

November 2 

20-91 

734-1 

N.E. 

„ 10 

20*56 

. 718-3 

S.E. 

„ 13 

20*67 

707-0 

W. 

„ 20 

20-65 

708-9 

N.W. 


These experiments, which were made in 1877, show that the per- 
centage of oxygen varied from 21*01, when the north wind blew, to 
20*68 during the west wind. 

The density of the air is therefore not a constant number. 

F. D. B. 

Relative Space occupied by Gases. By G k Schmidt (dua. 
Pints. Chew, [2], 6, 012 — 015). — If the molecular weight of hydrogen 
= 2, and the density of the air = 1, the molecular volume of a per- 
manent gas is ordinarily set down as — 

V == 28*8725, 

it is contended that this number should be 28*8384, ou the supposi- 
tion that the air contains 20*96 per cent, in volume of oxygen, and a 
table is given of the densities d of the various gases and vapours, calcu- 
lated by means of the formula a = — _ where m = the molecular 
weight.* 3P. D. B. 

* It is clearly shown in the preceding abstract of the paper by P. v. Jolly, that 
the density of the air is a variable quantity $ the value of v must therefore also lie 
variable, and tho densities of gases cannot be expressed in terms of the density 
of the air. — IT. D. B. 
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Absolute Expansion of Liquid and Solid Bodies, By H. 
F. Wiebb (Ber., 12, 1761— 1764). —The force of cohesion which binds 
together the molecular groups in liquids and solids, is measured by the 
expansion which these bodies undergo under the influence of heat. 
The absolute expansion of an atom, i,e. 9 the coefficient of expansion of 
the atomic volume, bears a relation to the number of atoms which 
have combined together to form a liquid or solid group of molecules. 
Since all bodies have the same cohesion at their boiling and also at 
their melting points, if the absolute expansion is multiplied by the 
temperature of these fixed points (calculated from the absolute zero), 
multiples of the coefficients of expansion, 0 00865, are obtained, as is 
shown in the following table : — 



I. 

Absolute 
expansion 
for 1°. 

t 

n. 

B. p. calcu- 
lated from 
absolute zero. 

Product of 

I x II. 

Coefficient 
of expansion, m. 

s 

0*008015 

772 

2 -17688 

0-008628 x 600 

Se 

0*001872 

975 

1 -82520 

0-00365 x 600 

Zu 

0*000795 

1315 

1-015425 

0 003485 x 300 

Cd 

0 *001188 

1135 
m. p. 

1 -318380 

0-003371 x 400 

H 

0*00301$ 

388*6 

1-171620 

0 -003905 x 300 

Se 

0*001872 

492*0 

0 921021 

0-003607 x 230 

Zn 

0*000795 

687*0 

0-516165 

0-008641 x 150 

Cd 

0 *001188 

590*0 

0 700920 

0-003503 x 200 


When a equals the atomic weight, d the density, sc the mean coeffi- 
cient of expansion between the melting and boiling points, T the tem- 
perature of the boiling or melting point (above the absolute zero), and 


ft the coefficient of expansion in the gaseous state ; then T = j 8. in. 

CL 

[u this equation m hears a relation to the number of atoms in the liquid 
or solid molecule. 


The author has investigated homologous series of organic compounds, 
and obtained the following results : — 



I. 

Mean absolute 
expansion (between 
b.p andm.p.)for 1°. 

II. 

B p. calcu- 
lated from 
absolute 0°. 

III. 

Product 
of I x II. 

IV. 

Formic acid 

0 01326 

375 *0 

15 *6 

5*2 x 3 

Acetic acid 

0-06828 

892*3 

26*2 

5 *2 x r> 

Butyric acid 

0 10235 

4*21 *0 

46 8 

5 '2x0 

Methyl alcohol 

0-05000 

341 *3 

17*06 

8*5 x 2 

Ethyl alcohol 

007143 

353*3 

25*26 

8*5 x 3 

Amyl alcohol 

; 0-12500 

! 

406 8 

60*8 

8 5x6 


For the acids, the product of the mean absolute expansion for 1° 
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by the boiling point is equal to the constant 5*2 multiplied by the 
number of hydrogen atoms contained in the gaseous molecule, -f 1. 
For the alcohols the constant 8*3 is multiplied by half the number of 
hydrogen atoms in the molecule. W. C. W. 

Diffusion Experiments with. Acid Solutions of Mixtures of 
Salts. By F. Hintehegohb (Ber,, 12, 1619 — 1626). — Experiments 
with mixtures of sulphuric acid and potassium-hydrogen sulphate, and 
of the latter and potassium sulphate, which were diffused into 'water, 
show that the acid diffuses more quickly than the acid salt, and the 
latter more quickly than the neutral salt. The same was found to be 
the case with oxalic acid and potassium and sodium oxalates ; after a 
time, however, this relationship is reversed. Monosodic and disodic 
phosphates gave a result similar to that exhibited by oxalic acid. At 
first the monosodic phosphate diffuses more quickly, and after some 
time the disodic phosphate diffuses more rapidly. Hippuric acid 
diffuses more slowly than sodium liippnrate, which is accounted for 
by the fact that the latter is more soluble than the former. 

P. P. B. 


Inorganic Chemistry. 


Allotropic Modifications of Hydrogen. By J. Thomsex (Ber. f 
12, 2030). — The author points out that Tommasi s statement (Acail. 
Milan), that <e the heat of formation of potassium chlorate is 9,760, 
and that of potassium chloride 104,476 units, and consequently 
104,476 — 9,760, Le., 94,716 heat-units, are absorted in the conversion 
of potassium chlorate into chloride, contains no les£ than three errors. 
The heat of formation of potassium chlorate is 95,840, and not 9,760, 
the latter nnmber representing the heat evolved in the conversion of 
potassium chlorate into chloride in the dry way. Instead of 94,716 
heat- units being absorbed in the reduction of the chlorate to the chlo- 
ride, a liberation of 15,370 heat -units takes place. It is obvious that 
the theoretical speculations based on these incorrect data are valueless. 

• w. c. w. 

A New Method for Preparing Hydriodic and Hydrobromie 
Acids. By G. Beuylants (Bor., 12, 2059*— 2062). — Hydriodic acid 
can be easily prepared by heating a solution of iodine (20 grams) in 
copaiba oil (60 grams) in a retort connected with an upright condenser. 
The gas is purilied by passing it through a drying tube. When the 
evolution of gas slackens, fresh iodine is brought into the retort, and 
the process is continued until about 150 grams of iedine have been 
used. 

In the preparation of hydrobromie acid fey this method, the bromine 
must be slowly dropped into the retort coutaining the oil, and the gas 
should be purified by passing through three drying towers. 
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Influence of Volume and Temperature in tlie Preparation 
of Ozone. A New Ozoniser. — By A. B Leeds ( Annalon , 198, 3U — 
42). — A solution of potassium dichromate (not necessarily saturated) 
mixed with, sulphuric acid is placed in a suitable vessel, within which a 
bell-jar can he placed, and pieces of phosphorus are partly immersed in 
the liquid. It is better, however, to connect three such jars and draw 
the air through them by means of an aspirator. For this purpose, the 
necks of the jars are cemented into brass caps, which are screwed to a 
bar capable of being raised and lowered as m a galvanic battery ; the 
stoppers are replaced by corks covered with paraffin, through each ot 
which pass three glass tubes, one ending just below tho stopper, 
another just above the liquid, and the third bent into a horizontal ling 
an the end. The first two tubes are connected so as to allow a current 
of air to be drawn through the apparatus ; the third is for lowering or 
laising the phosphorus. The pieces of phosphorus are melted in 
watch-gla>ses to give them a more convenient shape, and are placed 
on glass plates m glass cells in the liquid. A flexible tube for con- 
veying the ozone from the generators was made of fc£ cerite” ( M kerite-” 
sehlauch), and found to answer very well. 

A temperature of 24° gives the best results. The maximum amount 
of ozone obtained was a little over 2*5 mgrms. per litre of air ; but as 
the generator may be connected with the aspirator and allowed to 
work for any length of time, the supply is unlimited. GL T. A. 

A Possible Cause of Variation of the Proportion of Oxygen 
in the Air. By E. W. Mobley ( GJiem . News, 40, 184 — 186, and 
199 — 201). — Loomis has proposed the theory that certain great and 
sudden depressions in the temperature of the atmosphere are caused 
by the veitical descent of currents of air from cold elevated regions. 
If such is the case, then the air at the surface of the earth during such 
depressions may contain a smaller amount of oxygen than the average. 
Jolly concludes from liis experiments that the air at the equator is 
poorer in oxygen than that at the polar regions, owing to the amount 
of oxygen consumed in oxidation being greater than that liberated by 
reduction. Facts, however, do not confirm these conclusions, no dif- 
ference in the composition of the atmosphere of the two regions having 
hitherto been detected. 

According to the author's views, based on Loomis’ theory, air col- 
lected at the centre of an area covered by a descending current would, 
at a given moment, be a sample frebh from the upper atmosphere ; 
whilst a sample collected on one side of this centre would consist of a 
mixture of surface and tqtper air, but still containing a deficiency of 
oxygen. Although the author has not yet succeeded in making those 
experiments, he has, while laying plans for the work, conducted expe- 
riments on ordinary air, to ascertain what light can be thrown on the 
changes in composition of the atmosphere. The apparatus used was 
constructed on McLeod’s modification of Frankland and Ward’s appa- 
ratus, with important modifications, so as to reduce all causes of error 
to a minimum. 

The samples were collected in the open country, in glass vessels, and 
preserved over mercury freed from carbonic anhydride, and exploded 
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with pur© hydrogen. Some samples were collected in stoppered and 
capped bottles, which were inverted, and the caps filled with water. 

Analyses of air were made daily from 28th December, 1878, to 6tli 
April, 1879, during which period some very marked and sudden de- 
pressions of temperature occurred, which were accompanied by a 
decrease in the quantity of oxygen. The deficiency, however, as might 
have been expected, was not proportional to the decrease in tempe- 
rature (see also p. 85 of this volume). L. T. 0’S. 

Preparation of Perbromic Acid. By G. Wolfram (Annalen, 
198, 95 — 98). — Kammerer (/. pr. Chem 90, 190) has de*cribed a 
method Recording to which perbromic acid may be obtained by the 
action of dry bromine on dry perchloric acid, the latter being prepared 
at the time by the decomposition of potassium perchlorate by sulphuric 
acid. The author has repeated this experiment, and finds that the 
acid thus obtained, corresponding in all respects with that described 
by Kammerer, is nothing more than a mixture of perchloric and 
sulphuric acids. The apparent absorption of the bromine by the 
perchloric acid is explained by the fact that perchloric ac’d, when 
heated with an excess of sulphuric acid, is decomposed into oxygen 
and chlorine, and it is this latter which takes up the bromine in the 
above experiment, forming bromide of chlorine: this is volatilised, 
together with the excess of bromine, during the subsequent concen- 
tration of the liquid. T. 0. 

Kesearches on Nitrous Acid and Nitrogen Tetroxide. By G. 
Lunge ( Dingl . polyt J., 233, 155 — 165; comp, this Journal, Abst., 
1879, 770) — Second Pari . — On the Relations of the Acids of Nitrogen to 
Sulphuric Acid. — Our knowledge of this relation is not by any means 
complete. It is well known that nitrous acid, either in the liquid or 
gaseous form, or produced nascent from the nnion of nitrogen dioxide 
with oxygen, is dissolved by sulphuric acid of about 1*7 sp.gr.; but 
t he behaviour of nitrogen tetroxide towards sulphuric acid is not accu- 
lately known. The author has shown that it is dissolved by sulphuric 
acid, forming nitrosulphuric anrl nitric acids ; but according to Weber 
and Winkler, nitiogen tetroxide is dissolved as such bv sulphuric acid 
of GC° B., producing a reddish-yellow solution, which, when heated, 
gives off nitrogen tetroxide with violent ebullition, and leaves a liquid 
having the properties of nitrosulphuric acid. Winkler stated that 
28 072 grams of sulphuric acid at 60° B. absorbed 7397 grams of 
nitrogen tetroxide, hut that on heating gently, the latter was entirely 
expelled. Weber describes the effects of nitrogen tetroxide on 
sulphuric acid of different specific gravities, but only qualitatively: 
thus, sulphuric acid at a sp. gr. of 1*7 absorbs nitrogen tetroxide 
without becoming coloured: hence it was assnmed that the latter 
was decomposed; at a sp. gr. of 1*55 the sulphuric acid becomes 
yellow, and hence it was supposed that the greater part of the 
nitrogen tetroxide was simply dissolved. Acid of 1*49 sp. gr. takes a 
greenish-yellow colour; acid of 1'41 sp. gr, takes an intense green 
colour; acid of 1*31 sp. gr. becomes blue and liberates nitrogen dioxide, 
which escapes with violent ebullition on gently heating. The green 
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and bine colours were supposed to be due to the formation of nitrons 
acid, tbe nitrogen tetroxide having been decomposed into that sub- 
stance and, nitrogen dioxide. As these results are very important to 
vitriol manufacturers, the author studied them more accurately, and, 
as far as possible, quantitatively. The nitrogen tetroxide, prepared 
from dry fused lead nitrate, was measured off from a burette, and 
mixed with pure snlphnnc acid, which had been diluted to different 
strengths with water, and the effects of heat upon these mixtures 
were also noted. 

The following are given as examples of the method employed and of 
the results obtained by the author m carrying out the experiments : — 

100 c.c. sulphuric acid of T84 sp, gr., to which was added 2 cc. 
= 3 grams liquid nitrogen tetroxide, gave a colourless solution with 
a very feeble odour, recalling that of ozone. The ampuiit of 
nitrogen dioxide evolved from 1 c.c. of this solution in the nitro- 
meter was determined, and also the amount required to decolorise 
10 c.c. seminormal potassium permanganate solution. From the 
results, the author calculates that his nitrogen tetroxide contained of 
pure nitrogen tetroxide 93 per cent.-, and of nitric acid 7 per cent. ; but 
he argues, as in reality the nitrogen tetroxide does not exist as such in 
the sulphuric acid., but has undergone a decomposition, one part of 
the tetroxide having been converted into nitric acid at the expense of 
the oxygen of the other part, whilst the part which has been robbed 
of itB oxygen remains as nitrous acid in combination with the sul- 
phuric acid; then assuming that this lower oxido takes the oxygen 
trom, and decolorises the potassium permanganate, this would give 
46 5 per cent, as nitrous acid, and 53*5 per cent, as nitric acid. The 
other calculations are made on thit» supposition, that is, it is first 
assumed that all the nitrogen tetroxide remains as such, and the defi- 
ciency in the theoretical amount of oxygen required is calculated as 
nitric acid ; but if, on the contrary, the amount of oxygen required 
be less than that found by the permanganate process, then he assumes 
that no nitric add is present, but that nitrous acid must have been 
originally present as an impurity. 

(I.) The acid was heated to 2b(j°, and kept at that temperature for one 
hour ; any free nitrogen tetroxide, if it were present, must have been 
thus expelled. When the temperature rose to 200°, a little red vapour 
was evolved, and the liquid acquired a golden-yellow colour* but on 
cooling, it again became colourless. 

On analysis the author calculated that 77*9 per cent, of ftho nitrogen 
present existed as JSjOs, and 21*1 per cent, a* there is, con- 

sequently, he says, a large amount of the nitric acid driven off and 
another part changed into nitrous acitL 

(II.) On continuing to heat for one hour longer, a further change 
took place of the same kind, and 94*5 per cent, of the nitrogen re- 
maining existed as K s 0 3 , in combination with the sulphuric acid 
forming nitrosulphnric acid ; whilst 5*5 per cent, remained as H3STO s , 
and 18 per cent, of the nitrogen originally present having been ex- 
iled by the heating. 

(in.) Another experiment was made by adding pure nitric to pnre 
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sulphuric acid, and analysing the resulting mixture, but no change was 
found to have taken place. 

(1Y.) On boiling the mixture for half -an -hour, however, red fumes 
were given off, and the whole of the nitrogen present was converted 
into nitrous acid, which was found in combination with the sulphuric 
acid. 

That nitric acid is thus broken up has also been demonstrated in 
another way by Winkler, who collected the oxygen which was evolved 
from the decomposition. 

The author did not find the same result as Winkler with sulphuric 
acid of 66° B. above mentioned, and he explains this by assuming that 
Winkler employed so much nitrogen tetroxide that it left a large 
excess beyond that which could combine with the sulphuric acid a< * 
nitrous acid : hence the sudden and violent ebullition and liberation of 
nitrogen tetroxide on heating the mixture. 

2 c.o. nitrogen tetroxide added to sulphuric acid of 1*805 sp. gr. was 
broken up into practically the same proportions of nitrous and nitric 
acids as in the first experiment, with acid of 1*84 sp. gr. 

Other experiments are described in which sulphuric acid of 
1*75 sp. gr. was mixed with nitrogen tetroxide and then heated (a), so 
that the vapour evolved might at once escape, and (6) where a long 
tube was attached to the flask in winch the mixture was heated, so 
that the vapour might condense and flow back again to tbe acid in 
the flask. In (a) nitrous acid, but no nitric acid was found, whilst in (&) 
nitric acid was present but no nitrous acid ; this is explained by the fact 
that it requires concentrated sulphuric acid to combine with and 
retain the nitrous acid; and in fa) the acid became concentrated by 
evaporation, whilst in (b) it remained of about the same strength, and 
was unable to retain the nitrous acid. 

Again, when the mixture was heated on a water-bath at about 95°, 
no such changes occurred. 

As Winkler found, that on heating his mixture of acid of 60° B. 
with nitrogen tetroxide, the latter was evolved, he presumed that it 
existed as a mechanical mixture with the acid. This the author denies, 
stating that had Winkler examined the acid after boiling, he would 
have found that it contained nitric acid, and that the nitrogen 
tetroxide had really undergone decomposition; and further, that he 
must have heated it considerably above the temperature of boiling 
water, otherwise no change would have resulted, and no red fumes 
would have been liberated. 

When the amount of nitrogen tetroxide added is in excess of that 
required to form nitrosulphuric acid, the author is uncertain from 
analysis whether it exists in the acid in the form of nitrous arid or 
of nitrogen tetroxide. W. T. 

Norwegian. By T. Dahll (J/er., 12, 1731 — 1732).— The prepara- 
tion of this metal from the ore has already been described (this 
* Journal, Abs., 1879, 890). It melts at 234”, and its atomic weight is 
145*952 (BO), or 218'928 (B*0 3 ). It can be separated from bismuth, 
which it closely resembles, by the solubility of its oxide in alkalis and 
alkaline carbonates. W. C. W. 
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Constitution of Antimonic Acid. By P. Conrad ( Chem. News, 
40 , 197 — 198). — With a view to decide the constitution of antimonic 
acid, specimens of it were prepared from the pure metal by seven 
different methods, and carefully analysed. 

The antimony was determined as sulphide, with the usual precau- 
tions, whilst the water was determined, tirst by exposure over sulphu- 
ric acid, and ihen by heating in a slow stream of nitrogen, and 
collecting the water in a weighed calcium chloride tube. The sub- 
stance was weighed after heating, and any discrepancy between the 
loss of weight by the substance and the water expelled, was regarded 
as due to the reduction of the oxide. The loss of water takes place 
very gradually. 

The acid dried over sulphuric acid at the ordinary temporature has 
the constitution Sb 2 0v3H 2 O, whereas the acid dried in a current of 
dry air at the ordinary temperature is represented by SbjO^HaO. 
At 100°, this loses 3 mols. H»0, Sb.5O3.H3O being formed ; and between 
100° and 200° one more mol. H a O is expelled, leaving SbiO-j.HiO. 
Contrary to the statement of Daubrawa ( Annalen , 186, 110), tho 
anhydrous pentoxide is not formed at 275°, and even at 300° the pro- 
duct still contains $ a mol. H 3 0. This is driven off only at a red heat 
when the oxide begins to decompose. 

There seems to bo reason to believe in the existence of three anti- 
monic acids, corresponding with three acids of phosphorus — 

Orthoantimonic acid, H 3 Sb0 4 = 3H 2 O.Sb 3 O fl . 

Pyroantimonic acid (metantimonic acid, Fremy) H 4 Sb 3 0 7 = 
SHgO.SlteOs. 

Meta-antimonic acid (antimonic acid, Fremy) HSb0 3 = 
H 2 0.Sb 2 03. 

The gradual formation by heat of the second and third acids from 
the first is similar to the formation of the corresponding acids of phos- 
phorus. L. T. O’S. 

SaLts of Plumbic Acid. By O. Seideij (J. pr. Clem. [2] 20, 
200—205). — The author has repeated Fremy *s research on plumbic 
acid (A7M. Plus. Chem . [3], 12, 490), partly confirming his results. 

Potassium plumb ate, KJPb0 3 +* 3H 2 0, crystallises in quadratic pyra- 
mids ; a : 0 = 1 : 1 2216. The crystals are efflorescent and are not 
isomorpbous with potassium stannate. The sodium salt has not been 
obtained in a state of purity. Potassium plumbate does not produce 
a precipitate in alkaline solutions of tin and aluminium, but impure 
plum bates are thrown down on boiling a solution of the potassium salt 
with lime, baryta, aud magnesia. 

The precipitate which separates out when an alkaline solution of 
lead oxide is added to potassium plumbate is the hydrated sesquioxido, 
and not PbaO*, as stated by Fremy. The precipitate is completely 
soluble in hydrochloric acid ; when treated with nitric or acetic acid, 
or with a hot solution of potash, lead di-oxide remains undissolved. * 

w. 0. w. 

Volatility of Platinum in Chlorine. By F. Siblhrcm (B&r., 12, 
2066— 2Q68). — When a piece of platinum is heated to redness in a 
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glass or porcelain tube, through which a current of chlorine is passed, 
crystals of the metal are deposited on the sides of the tube. A subli- 
mate of platinum is also obtained by exposing a porcelain flask con- 
taining platinous chloride to a bright red heat. The author discusses 
the bearing of these experiments on the abnormal density of chlorine 
at high temperatures observed by V. and C. Meyer (Her., 12, 1426). 

W. 0. W. 

Note . — In a receut communication 12, 2202), V. Meyer 

states that, under the conditions in which his experiments were con- 
ducted, platinum does not volatilise. He also points out that Seel- 
heim’s explanation cannot account for the abnormal vapour-density ot 
iodine, since in these determinations iodine and not platinum iodide 
was employed. W. 0. W . 


Miner alogical Chemistry. 


Rock Salt from Saltvxlle. By B. E. Sloan (Uhem. News, 40, 
187). — Some specimens of dark brownish-red rock salt obtained from 
the salt wells at Saltville, Washington Co., Virginia, gave the follow- 
ing results on analysis : — 

3STaCl. KC1. CaS0 4 2H 2 0. Eep 3 . SiOj. 

89-21 trace 4*86 0 : 84 4*53 

The presence of strontium, barium, or lithium could not be de- 
tected. ^ L. T. O’S. 

Livingstonite. By E. P. Venables (Chem.Neivs, 40, 186 — 187). — 
Owing to doubts as to the purity of the samples of this mineral 
analysed by Bdrcona, and consequently as to the accuracy of the formula 
assigned to it by him, the author has at his request examined purer 
specimens, and the numbers obtained give the formula HgS.2SbaS a 
instead of 4Sb 3 Sj + HgS 4- EeS s . Calcium sulphate was present in 
considerable quantities, but as it occurs only as a matrix, it may be 
eliminated from the results of analysis. This is the most strongly 
acid sulphantimonite yet known, L. T. O’S. 

Magnetite. By E. C. Smith (Ohm. New, 40, 189). — This 
mineral occurs in Henry Co., Virginia, in loose crystals coated with 
ferric oxide, which can easily be washed off, when they present the 
ordinary black colour and general appearance of magnetic ? iron ore. 
Hardness = 6; sp. gr. 4’98. The crystals are strongly magnetic, 
and are curiously distorted on the surface by step-like projections 
and depressions, giving them the appearance of rhombic octahedrons, 
but with irregularly varying inclinations of the general surfaces. The 
analysis of the cleansed crystals show them to consist of pure mag- 
netite. L. T. O’S. 
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Crystalline Form of Sardinian Anglesite. By Q. Selta 
(Gazzetta, 9, 344— 353). — Anglesite, which is found so frequently and 
in such, fine crystals in the mines of Monteponi and elsewhere in the 
island of Sardinia, formed the subject of a monograph by Lang* and 
since then this mineral has been studied by other c ry s t all o gr apher s , 
especially Hessenberg, Zepharowich, and Kreuner. Although the 
number of forms already described is considerable, a table of no less 
than 44 beings given in the paper r a careful examination of numerous 
fine crystals has enabled the author to increase it greatly. Details of 
the measurements of 38 specimens are given, but many of these 
symbols cannot be considered as definitely established until they 
have been carefully compared with the insults of former workers in 
this field. In the second part of the memoir the author proposes to 
discuss the relation between the different forms and the size of the 
crystals, as well as to give descriptions of other forms of anglesite. 

C. E. G. 

Composition of Amblygonite. By S. L. Pemtfield ( Chem . 
Xeicfi, 40, 208 — 209). — Brush and Dana (Am. Jour. Met. [3], 16, 42) 
have shown that triploidite, (Mn,Fe) 1 P 2 0 8 4 - (Hn,Fe)(OH) 2 , is isornor- 
phons with wagnerite, MgJP 3 0 9 -f MgF 2 , and similar in composition 
to triplite, (Mn,Fe) 3 P 2 0 b + (Mn,Fe)F 2 , and consequently argue that the 
OH-group plays the same part in triploidite as fluorine does in the 
other two minerals. In amblygonite the author shows that hydroxyl 
and fluorine are also isomorphous. The results of the analyses, give 
the ratios of P: A1 : (LySTa) : fOH,F) =■ 1 : 1 : 1 : 1, corresponding 
with the formula A1 2 P 2 0 & +2(Id,Na)(OH,F), or — 

3A1 2 P 2 0* } , / Al 2 (OH,F)* 

3(Li,Na) 3 P0 4 J * t 2(Li,Na)(0H,F) 

Owing to a difference in the optical properties of some specimens, 
Des Cloizeaux separates the mineral into two varieties, but the varia- 
tion is so slight as hardly to afford sufficient ground for the dis- 
tinction. 

Details of the method of analysis are given, L. T, O’S. 

Uranium Minerals from North Carolina. By F, A. Gentit 
( Ohem . News, 40, 210 — 212). — These minerals, found in the Flat 
Book Mine, Mitchell Co., North Carolina, are as follows : — 

Uranotil occurs as a pale yellow coating on gummite, and is amor- 
phous, massive, and compact. Hardness = 2*5 ; sp. gr. 3*84 ; lustre 
dull. In colour it varies from a straw-yellow to lemon-yellow ; its 
streak is of a palestraw yellow, it is opaque, and has an uneven fracture. 
The analysis agrees with the formula CasfO^cSieOsi.lSHiO, rather 
than Ca3(O 2 )4Sia0i8.15H 2 0 given by Rammelsberg. 

Gummite . — This orange-co-loured mineral occurs in compact, amor- 
phous, nodular masses. Hardness 3; sp. gr. 484; lustre resinous ; 
and streak orange-yellow. It is opaque, and has a subconehoidal 
fracture. It is soluble in, acetic acid. Various opinions have 
been held concerning the constitution of this mineral, and the 
author, with Patera, maintains that it is principally lead uranate. 
Gummite is the result of the alteration of uranmite, and that from 
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Nortli Carolina is a meclianical mixture, since uranotil penetrates the 
mass throughout. Prom the author’s analyses it is found to consist 
of — 

Uranium hydrate, H 2 (TT0 2 )0 2 + H 2 0 40*10 per cent. 

Uranotil, Ca 3 (U0 2 ) 6 Si 6 0 2l + 18H*0 38*88 „ 

Leaduranate, Pb(U0 2 ) 2 0 3 + 6E 3 0 22*66 „ 

Barium uranate, Ba(U0 2 ) 2 0 3 + 6H 2 0 4*26 „ 

Gummite from Johann Georgenstadt has probably the following 
composition calculated from Kerston’s analyses : — 

Uranium hydrate, H 2 (U0 2 )0 2 + H 2 0 6*32 per cent. 

Uranotil, Ca^CUO^-SigOii •+■ 18H 2 0 30*54 „ 

Phosphuranylite, (U0 2 ) 3 P 2 0 b -f- 6H 3 0 8*73 „ 

Calcium uranate, Ca 3 (U0 2 ) 3 O, -j- 6H 2 0 .. 52*99 „ 

Phosphuranylite exhibits under the microscope rectangular pearly 
scales, having a deep brown colour. The analysis shows that it may 
be expressed by a formula similar to that of troegerite. 

Phosphuranylite = (U0 3 ) 3 P 2 0 b + 6H 3 0 
Troegerite = (U0 2 ) 3 As 3 0 b + 12H 2 0 

The analyses of pittinite and eliasite admit of no calculation, as they 
appear to contain too many foreign substances. A sample supposed 
to be uranite was found to contain lime and* not a trace of copper, and 
therefore consists of autunite. L. T. O’S. 

Analyses of Chrysocolla from Chili. By N. Pellegrini {Gaz- 
setta * 9, 293). — This specimen of chrysocolla, from Cerro Blanco in 
Chili, was bright green on the outside, farther in it was a beautiful 
deep green, and in the centre a dark greenish-blue approaching to 
brown. Those were mechanically separated and analysed : — 



Outside. 

Second layer. 

Centre. 

h 2 o 

. . . . 7-296 

24-007 

26-148 

SiOi 

. . . . 16-621 

26*685 

25-938 

CnO 

. . . . 65-306 

39-891 

31-913 

A1 2 Oj 1 
3IW>,/ " 

. . . . 4-957 

r 1-4991 
lfO-415/ 

9-227 

PeO 

— 

1-824 

— 

CaO 

. . . . 3-081 

2-307 

3-992 

Loss 

. . . . 2-739 

0-372 

2-782 


100-000 

100-000 

100-000 


0. R G. 

Volcanic Ash from Cotopaxi. By J. R. Santos (C7m News, 
40, 186). — This ash, which fell during a recent eruption at Bahia de 
Caraguez, a distance of 120 miles from Cotopaxi, consisted of a fine 
brown powder containing glassy grannies mixed with ferric oxide. 
Its specific gravity = 2*743 and its analysis gave — 

* The Q-azzefrta ohimioa italiana will in future be abbreviated to Gazzetta. 

+ This is perhaps 3*415. — C. E. Gh 
VOL. XXXVIII. h 
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SiOfl. 

56*661 


AlA. Fe 2 0 3 . PbO. OaO. MgO. 

19*398 7*523 0*575 6*229 trace 

]STa 3 0. E«0. H“ 2 0. 

6*123 2*425' 0*862 


Discarding tbe iron and water, the above numbers lead to tho for- 
mula (K 3 yarCaPb)Al 3 Si.,Oi 4 . The quantity of lead contained in this 
asb is interesting, as is also its state of combination, namely, silicate. 

Li T. 0*0. 


Organic Chemistry. 

Tetrabromethanes. By It. Anschutz ( Ber 12, 2073 — 2076). — 
Acetylene tefcrabromide, prepared by the direct union of bromine and 
acetylene, distils without decomposition at 137° under 36 mm. pres- 
sure. It is a colourless liquid, which refracts light powerfully, and 
does not solidify at —24°. It is converted into symmetrical cthvleno 
dibromide (b. p. 110°) by tbe action of zinc-dust. The dibromide 
combines with 2 atoms of bromine to form a tetrabromothauo, which 
is identical with acetylene tetrabromide. Unsymmetrical ethylene 
dibromide boils at 93°, and readily passes into polymeric modifications. 
In the latter respect it differs from the symmetrical isomeride. 

The tetrabromethane obtained by Bourgoin {Ann. Oh ini. Bhys., 
1878 [4], 29, 378, and 1874 [5], 2, 227) by the action of bromine on 
dibromosuccinic acid, is considered by the author to be probably 
ethylene perbromide. W. C. W. 

Ferro and Ferri-cyanides of certain Tertiary Bases. By 
C. Wurster and L. Rosmt {Bei\, 12, 1822— 1827).— The following 
ferro- and ferri-cyanides are precipitated on the addition of potassium 
ferro- and ferri-cyanides to a concentrated solution of the corresponding 
sulphates. 

Nitrosodimethylanilhieferrocyanide , (NMe 2 .CoH 4 NO) 2 HiFcCyo + H y O, 
reddish-brown needles, blue by reflected light; ferricyanide 
(NMe 2 .CeHiNO) 2 H{FfciCyi a + GH a O, silky yellow needles. Nitrohu- 
dhnethijlmetatolnidhie /error yanide, violet-brown needles, containing 
5 mols. HiO; the ferricyanide, yellow needles, containing 4 inols. ll a (). 

Brnmodimethyltniiline ferroeyauide , silver-white plates, contain- 
ing 2 mols. H 2 0; the ferricyanide, yellow crystals, containing 5H a O. 
Bromodhnethyhnetatuhddine ferro cyanide, white crystals with 4H 2 0 ; 
the ferricyanide, yellow crystals with 9H 2 0. 

Bimethylorthotohiidine ferroeyauide, white anhydrous needles; ferri- 
cyanide, yellow unstable crystals, containing 9 mols. H 2 0. 

Dimethyl metatolui dine feirocya nid e, white needles, containing 2H a 0 ; 
ferricyanide , yellow needles wiih 3H S 0. 

Bi m ethjlpa ratal u idi n e fcrrucyan id e, white powder, containing 1 mol. 
H*0; ferricyanide, yellow needles with 5H a 0. 
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Tetramcthih.ietujphenyJenediamineferror.yanide, pearly scales, contain- 
ing 1 mol. HjO. 

Tetramethjlparapliemjlenediamirie ferrocyanide , anhydrous white 
scales. 

The ferricyanides are, as a rale, more soluble than the ferrocyanides. 

Nitroaudi methyl aniline is deposited from an ethereal solution in 
emerald-green triclinic crystals, and from a solution in benzene in 
dark-green trielinic prisms, containing a molecule of benzene of crys- 
tallisation, which is lost on exposure to the air, the crystal losing its 
transparency. W. 0. W. 

Allyl Cyanide and the Products of its Saponification. By 
A. Pinxer (iw., 12, 2053 — 2(J58j. — When a mixture of equal volumes 
of allyl chloride, alcohol, and water is treated with potassium cyanide 
for several weeks at the ordinary temperature, potassium chloride 
separates out, and on distilling the supernatant liquid, trialhjlamine 
(C 3 H 5 ) 3 H (b. p. 150°) passes over. The residue in the retort forms 
two layers ; the lighter liquid on fractionation yields propylene cyanide 
(b. p. 252—254°) and ethoxybutyrouitril CH 3 .CH(OEt).CH 2 .CH 
(b. p. 173°), described by Rinne 6, 389). Pyrotartarie acid is 

obtained by adding hydrochloric acid to the heavier liquid and 
extracting with ether. 

Potassium cyanide acts very slowly on allyl chloride at the ordinary 
temperature when alcohol is not present. The sole products of the 
reaction are allyl cyanide and a small quantity of pyrotartarie acid. 

Allyl cyanide dissolves freely in fuming hydrochloric acid : if the 
solution is left at rest for 12 hours and then neutralised with sodium 
carbonate, an oily liquid and crystals of erotonamide (m. p. 15y°) are 
formed. When the hydrochloric acid solution of allyl cyanide is ex- 
posed to a temperature of 50 — 60° for two hours, ammonium chloride 
is deposited, and /3-monochlorobutyric acid, CHMeCl.CH 2 .COOH, is 
produced. This acid is very unstable; it boils with evolution of 
hydrochloric acid at 200°. 

The formation of crotonic acid from allyl cyanide may be repre- 
sented by the following equations : — 

CH 3 ! CH.CB 3 .CN -f 2H 2 0 4 - HC1 = CH 3 .CHCLCHn.COOH + 3m 3 ; 
CHMeCl. CH S . CO OH = CHMe : CH.COOH + HC1. 

An attempt to isolate /3-oxybutyric acid by saponifying allyl cyanide 
with aqueous potash was unsuccessful ; crotonic acid was obtained. 

On saponification with cold hydrochloric acid, ethoxybutyrouitril, 
CHMe.CH(BtO).CH 3 .CH, yields the amide of ethovybutyric add 
(m. p. 71°), and on treatment with warm hydrochloric acid it splits 
up into ammonium chloride and ethoxy butyric acid (b. p. 213 — 220°). 
By the action of alcoholic potash on the mitril, a mixture of ethoxy- 
aud hydroxy-butyric acids appears to be formed. W. C. W. 

Action of Bromine on Dichlorhydrin. By E. Grimaux and 
P. Adam (Bull 80 c . Chim. [2], 32, 18— 19).— This paper is devoted 
to an account of a repetition of Garins 1 experiments, in which his 
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results are confirmed. By the action of bromine on dichlorhydrin in 
molecular proportions, a ketone of the formula OBr^Cl.CO.CHiCl is 
formed, which on exposure to moist air forms a hydrate containing 
4H 2 0. R* 

Mannitol as Bye-product in the formation of Lactic Acid 
from Cane-sugar. By Dkagendorff (Arch, Pftarm . [ 3], 35, 47—49). 
— 3 kilograms of cane-sugar which had been heated for three hours 
with 15 grams tartaric acid and 13 litres of water, when allowed to 
stand for 10 days after being mixed with 1J kilograms levigated 
chalk, 120 grama cheese, and 3,000 grams milk, yielded besides lactic 
acid, 150 grams perfectly pure mannitol, identical with that obtained 
from mannn. Attempts were made on other occasions to obtain a 
like yield tinder similar conditions, but they were unsuccessful. 

E. W. P. 

Sugar from the Date-palm. By P. H. Dfcw (Bull Soc . Chim. 
[2], 32 , 125 — 126). — This sugar has the following composition : — 


Saccharose 87*97 

Glucose 1*53 

tevulose 0*18 

€him 4*88 

Water and volatile matter 1*88 

Ash 0*50 

Mannitol, fatty matter, and loss , . 3*0(> 


100*00 

The sample analysed was undergoing mannitic fermentation, and 
contained a filiform and a globular ferment, both much smallor than 
that of beer. The rotatory power of the gum was found to be 
[a]x> = 198*32°. A greenish fat was separable from the sugar by treat- 
ment with ether. W. E. 

Neutral and Inverted Sugar. By H. P. Dfm (Bull Sor . Ohhn. 
[2], 32 , 121 — 125). — The nature of sugar which does not affect polar- 
ised light has not been as yet satisfactorily explained ; the author has 
made it the object of some experiments. When diffused through parch- 
ment paper it acquires a lasvorotatory power, sensibly equal to that of 
ordinary inverted sugar, retaining the same reducing action on cupric 
salts. Now pure sugar, when boiled with alcohol and hydrochloric 
acid in presence of water just sufficient to hydrate it, becomes inverted, 
and the solution has no action on polarised light. When this solution 
is evaporated in a vacuum, the resulting colourless solid is neutral to 
light when dissolved in water ; but when it is evaporated slowly in 
contact with moist air, a semicrystalline mass consisting of a mixturo 
of glucose and levulose remains, which acts on polarised light like 
inverted sugar. When ordinary inverted sugar is dissolved in strong 
alcohol and precipitated with ether, the precipitate, although it re- 
duces Fehling's solution when dissolved in water, has no action on 
polarised light, but may be converted into the active modification by 
stow evaporation. The author explains these facts as follows Soon 
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after glucose has been dissolved in water, it has the rotatory power 
[a]x> = + 53*28°, which slowly decreases after lapse of time. Its 
alcoholic solution has also [a] D = 4- 53*23°, but this does not decrease, 
whilst the rotatory power of levulose is [a]® = — 94*37°. When cane- 
sugar is inverted by boiling with water, a process which demands a 
lengthened time, its lasvorotatory power is zero at first, but gradually 
increases to —21*52°. Saccharose is therefore inverted bo neutral sugai , 
which if dissolved in alcohol remains neutral, but if brought in con- 
tact with water slowly becomes hydrated, and acquires the power of 
influencing polarised light. In this manner, the author accounts for 
the neutral sugar noticed by Mitscherlieh, as existing in crude sugar 
and molasses, and which reduces Fehling’s solution without affecting 
polarised light. W. R. 

Triacetonamine Chromates, By W. Heintz (A?inalen 9 198, 
87 — 90). — When triacetonamine sulphate and potassium dichromate 
are dissolved in hot water, crystals of dichromate of triacetonamine 
separate out on cooling, but it may be more readily obtained by mixing 
4 parts of chromic acid with 7 parts of crystallised triacetonamine. 
The crystals are extremely brittle, of a tabular form, and not well 
formed at the ends. When heated they decompose into triacetonamine, 
and a brownish-red alkaline liquid, which, when treated with platinum 
chloride, yields acicular crystals of the triacetonamine platinochloride. 

Triacetonamine dicbromate is soluble in alcohol, but not in ether. 
It gives off traces of water at 100°, but is decomposed at a higher 
temperature, leaving pure chromic oxide. Analysis shows that it 
consists of (C 9 H ly ]Sr 0 ) 2 Cr 2 07 . 

The normal chromate is obtained by mixing solutions of 1 part of 
chromic acid with 4 parts of crystallised triacetonamine. It crystal- 
lises in small yellow prisms readily soluble in water. From a hot 
solution of this salt orange-red crystals of the 'dichromate are deposited. 
The normal chromate exhibits the same deportment as the acid salt 
when heated, but it dissolves more readily in water. Its formula is 
(C 9 H 18 NO) 4 CrOi. G. T. A. 

Products of Oxidation of Di- and Triacetonamine* particu- 
larly Amidodimethylacetic* Amidodimethylpropionic, and 
Imidodimethylaceto-dimethylpropioaiic Acids. By W. Hbintz 
( Annahtty 198 , 42 — 87). — By oxidation with potassium dicbromate 
and sulphuric acid, diacetonamine yields an amidovaleric acid (amido- 
dimethylacetic acid), and an amidobutyric acid {amidodimertfaylpro- 
pionic acid), the amount of che former being relatively greater. Formic 
and acetic acids are also formed. 

When the aqueous solution of the amidovaleric acid is heated with 
silver oxide, silver amidodimethylpropionate is formed > but if silver 
nitrate is first added to the concentrated aqueous solution of the acid, 
and then a few drops of ammonia, a crystalline body is obtained which 
consists of a compound of 2 mols. -of silver amidodimethylpropionate 
with 1 mol. of silver nitrate and 1 mol. of Water, which is expelled at 
100°. A compound acid can also be obtained by the action of alcohol 
and hydrochloric acid on amidodimethylpropionic acid, which crystal- 
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lises in silky needles, and consists of C 5 Hi2^0>Cl. A similar body is 
formed "with nitric acid. Platinum tetrachloride combines with the 
compound of hydrochloric and amidodi methyl propionic acids to form 
a platinochloride, (C o H n :NX) 2 .HCl)>Pt 0 l 4 , which crystallises in the 
triclinic system. 

Schneider’s amidobutyric acid, obtained from monobntyric acid 
(Pogy. Ann., 114 , 627), is quite different from the amidodimethyl- 
acetic acid described above, although the two are isomeric. It is 
possibly amido-ethylacetic acid. 

The amidovaleric acid obtained by Grorup-Besanez from the pancreas, 
and that prepared by Clark and Pit tig from monobromovalcric acid, 
are also quite different from the author’s amidodimothvlpropionic acid. 

The points of difference between these compounds are given in 
tabular form in the paper. 

The chief product obtained on oxidation of triacetonaminc is imido- 
dimetbylaeeto-dimethylpropionic acid, a small quantity of amidodi- 
meth\ 1 propionic acid being formed at the same time. 

IniidodimetliylcicetO’diinetliyljpropionic acid, 

COOHC(CH 8 ) 2 .NH.C(CH 3 ) 2 .CHo.COOH, 

forms small colourless crystals which have an acid reaction and a sour 
ta<te, and are soluble in hot water, bnt nearly insolnble in alcohol. 
The aqneous solution gives no precipitate with lead acetate, mercurous 
nitrate, picric acid, mercuric chloride, or platinum tetrachloride. The 
acid volatilises without melting, leaving a small amount of carbona- 
ceous residue. It is anhydrous and dibasic, and forms compounds 
with acids. A copper, silver, ammonium, barium, and two zmc salts 
have been prepared. It also forms a double salt with silver nitrate, 
CgHiflAgXC^ + AgNOs + H 2 0, 

Compounds of the acid with hydrochloric acid, nitric acid, and snl- 
phuric acid have also been prepared, but a platinum double salt does 
not seem to exist. 

From the foregoing experiments the author concludes that the struc- 
ture of triacetonamine is expressed by the formula — 


(CH 3 ),C< CH \^- CHa >C(0H,) 2 . 


G. T. A. 


Action of Potassium Cyanide on Ammoniacal Derivatives 
of Chloral. By R. ScaiFr and S. Special*; (Gassetta, 9, ;J35 — 344). 
— When^ an alcoholic solution of ehloralammonia and potassium 
cyanide is digested for a shoit time on the water- bath, a violent reac- 
tion sets in, and the liquid enters into ebullition, evolving torrents of 
hydrogen cyanide. On evaporation it leaves a crystalline mass of 
dichloracetamide, CCIJH.CONH,, the yield being so abundant that it 
.is certainly the mast convenient method for preparing this substance. 
The authors consider the reaction to take place in three stages : — 


CCla.CH (OH) .NH a =5; CC1 2 :C(0H)NH 3 + HCI, 
CC1 3 :C(0H)NH 2 + H.OH = CCl 3 H.C(OH)*NT£ 

CGLjH : C(OH)OT 3 = cci 2 h.conh 2 + h;o. 


2 ? 


It was thought possible that if compounds of chloral with the sub- 
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siituted ammonias were treated in tlie same manner, substances might 
be obtained which would throw some light on the constitution of 
aoetylehloralammonia, which Schrff considers to be 

CCI 3 .CH(OH)NHAc; 

whilst Pinner contends that its formula should he represented by the 
formula CCl 3 .CH(OAc)NH 8 . The results obtained, however, are com- 
plicated, although it seems probable that compounds analogous to 
dicliloracetamide are -first found. 

Chloral combines directly with dicliloracetamide, and the product, 
when recrystallised from boiling water, forms large lustrous prisma 
( m. p. 105") exceedingly soluble in alcohol or ether. If this sub- 
stance, CCl 3 .CH(OH).NH.CO.CCl>H, is treated with potassium cyanide 
iu alcoholic solution as above described, it yields nothing but diehlor- 
acetamide and potassium dichloracetate. 

With chloracetamide r however, prepared directly from chloral and 
acetamide, potassium cyanide gives potassium chloride and acetate* 
and a substance which may bo extracted by treating the crude product 
with ether. This forms colourless crystals (m. p. 120° ) which are mode- 
i ately soluble in ether* alcohol, and hot water, but only very sparingly 
m cold water. The results of the analysis agree with the formula, 
0 uHibC 1 8 N 4 0 5 . The authors consider it possible tbat the compound 
may be formed as follows: — 2CCI 2 H.CONHAc 4- 2CC1 3 H.C0NH S 4 
C 2 HoO = 2H*0 4 2CC1 2 H.C(1S t HAc) IKCO.CGhH 4 C,H c O = 
CuHiaNiClsOg, but notwithstanding this substance gives Lieben's 
iodoform reaction, indicating the presence of alcohol, the formula 
given cannot be regarded as definitely established. 

Chloralbenzamide, CC1 3 .OH(OH).!N’HBz, when treated with potas- 
sium cyanide in a similar manner, gives rise to a white crystalline sub- 
M;ance (m. p. 131°), very soluble in dilute alcohol. The analyses lead 
to the formula CsoHuChNaO, but further investigation is necessary to 
decide the constitution of this compound. 0. E. G*. 

Action of Potassium Carbonate on Isobutaldehyde. By F. 
UaEcn (£er., 12 , 1744 — 1747). — The thick liquid which the author 
obtained by treating isobutaldehyde with potassium carbonate ^(Per., 
12 , 193, this Journal, 1879, Abst., 520) is a polymeride of isobntalde- 
liyde, and has the sp. gr. 0*969 at 24°, whilst the sp. gr. of ordinary 
isobutaldehyde is 0*795 at 20°. On distillation it yields isobutalde- 
hyde and condensation- products which appear to form an acid, 
C y Hu0 2 , on oxidation. W. C. W. 

Action of certain Reagents on Parisobutaldebyde. By F. 
Ubech (Ber., 12 , 1747 — 1749). — Parisobutaldehyde is deposited in 
crystalline needles, when, a mixture of crude isobutaldehyde (contain- 
ing isobutyl alcohol and acetone) with y&^th its volume of sulphuric 
acid, is left at rest for several days. A further yield may be obtained 
by heating the mother-liquor on a water-bath to expel acetone and 
unaltered isobutaldehyde, and distilling the residue in a current of 
steam, when the parisobutaldehyde will crystallise out of the distillate. 
This compound is also formed when isobutaldehyde is distilled with 
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small quantities of calcium chloride. Pai isobntaldehyde is not attacked 
by a solution of soda ; chromic acid mixture scarcely acts on the body 
at 100°, but at 130° isobutyric acid is formed. By the action of potas- 
sium permanganate at 130°, parisobutaldehyde is converted into 
acetonic acid, and a second acid less soluble in water, which forms 
crystals melting at 125°. W. C. W. 

Polymerides of Isobntaldehyde. By F. Ueech ( Ber 12, 1749 
— 1751). — Parisobutaldehyde resembles paracetaldehyde in its proper- 
ties, and the viscous polymeric modification resembles aldol in many 
respects, but differs from it in so far that on distillation it not only 
splits up into water and higher molecular compounds, but at the same 
time yields isobntaldehyde. The author considers it probable that this 
substance is a mixture of two polymerides. 

CHMe*CH(0 H).CMes-COH OHMe* CH<(OH).H CH.CHMe.COH 
I. II. 

W. C. V. 

Preparation of Ethereal Acetates. By A. P. IS. Fbakchimont 
( Ber , 12, 2059). — The acetic derivatives of the carbohydrates and of 
mannitol are easily prepared by beating the alcohols with four times 
their weight of acetic anhydride and a small piece of fused zinc 
chloride. W. C. W. 

Some Neutral Ammonium Salts : Citrate, Phosphate, and 
Photosantonate. By F. Sestini ( Gazzetta , 9, 298 — 304). — These 
salts were prepared by dissolving the acids in a large excess of con- 
centrated aqueous ammonia, and exposing the solutions over quick-lime 
under a large bell-jar rendered air-tight by means of mercury. In 
this way the solution is concentrated in an atmosphere of ammonia, 
and deposits the neutral salt in crystals which were collected and 
analysed. 

Tria'mmoninm Citrate „ — The crystals are deliquescent, and have an 
ammoniacal odour, decomposing on exposure to the air. When heated, 
they Tapidly lose water and ammonia, and leave triammonium citrate. 
Their composition is represented by the formula 

Triammonium ^Phosphate, — The crystals were not 

•sharp enough for goniometric observation. They evolve ammonia on 
exposure to the air. 

Itiarmrotinun, Photosantonate , Ci 0 Hi 8 04 (NH 4 ) g . 7 H 3 0 , is deposited in 
crystalline crusts on evaporating a solution of the acid in excess of 
ammonia as above described. Like the salts previously mentioned, it 
has an odour of ammonia. C. E. G. 

Urea Platino-cliloride. By W. Heiktz (. Atmalen , 198, 91 — 94). 
When concentrated solutions ot urea and platinum tetrachloride are 
mixed in such proportions that one atom of platinum is present for 
each two molecules of urea, and the solution is concentrated in a vacuum 
over sulphuric acid, a crystalline crust ia formed on the surface of the 
liquid. If this crust is constantly disturbed so as to expose fresh sur- 
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faces of the liquid, the crystals settle down to the bottom of the vessel. 
They are of a yellow colour, and often have the appearance of rectan- 
gular plates, although they are really rhombic prisms. 

They are extremely deliquescent, and effloresce in dry air. They 
are soluble in alcohol but not in ether. They contain two molecules 
of water, and have the formula, (CHiN.O.HCl)® + PtCl* + 2H 2 0. 

When heated, they do not change colour, but evolve much water 
and carbonic anhydride, whilbt ammonium platinochloride is formed, 
probably together with cyanic and cyanuric acids, and possibly a 
platinum compound of guanidine. Gh T. A. 

New Derivative of the Parabanic Series. By E. Grimaux (Bull 
Soc. dim . [2], 32, 120 — 122). — When an intimate mixture of urea 
and oxalylurea (parabanic acid) is heated at 125 — 130°, the following 
reaction takes place ; the amide of oxalyl-biuretic acid being 
formed — 

OO.NH v .NH.OO.NHa ' 

I >00 + C0(XH 2 ) s x CO< 

OO.STff N UII OO.CO.NH 2 . 

The new body is very sparingly soluble in water, and is destroyed 
by prolonged ebullition. -It dissolves m strong sulphuric acid, and is 
precipitated by water as a jelly. 

It gives a violet-pink colour with copper sulphate. When "boiled 
with ammonia, it yields oxalate and urea, along with a trace of 
biuret. W. R. 

Crystalline Form of some Aromatic Compounds. By R. 
Panebunoo (Guzcetta, 9, 354 — 364). — Tribromobenzene [Br : Br: F"Oj:Br 
= 1:3:4: 5]. — Monoclinic system, a : b : c = 0 651845 : 1 : 0 369545 ; 
y = + X: +JZ - 99 46°. Forms observed, (010), (001), (110), (Oil), 

(101) , (121). Cleavage parallel to (101), perfect. Twin planes 
parallel to (101). The angle of the optical axes for ordinary light in 
oil is about 60°; (^<v) tor the red. The crystals are sensibly di- 
chroic. 

Tribromodi nitrobenzene (m. p. 135*5°). — The crystals are sulphur 
yellow, and belong to the triclinic system, a : bj c = 0*45560 :1:0*4571 7. 
Forms observed, (010), (001), (110), (llO), (111;, (111), (041), Cleav- 
age parallel to (001) perfect. The angle of the optical axes in oil is 
about 74°. Dichroism is very distinct on the face (010), the tints being 
deep lemon-yellow, and almost colourless. The dichroism on (110) 
and (110) iB sensibly the same. 

Bromacetauitid e, CeHJBr.NHjLc. — Colourless crystals belonging to 
the monoclinic system, a : b : c = 1*53838 : 1 : 1*43539 y = +X : +Z= 
117*12°._ Observed forms, (100), (010>, (001), (110), (210), (101), 

(102) , (101), (012). Cleavage parallel to (101) perfect, but inter- 
rupted parallel to (100). There is a plane of maximum extinction, 
making an angle of about 52° with the plane of symmetry (ordinary 
light). 

Nitrutoluuline [CEL*: NO 2 : NH a = 1:2: 4].— Monoclinic system 

: b : c = 1*35781 : 1 : 1*75472 ; y = + X : + Z = 125° 10'. Observed 
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forms, (110). (001), (Oil), (112), (772). Cleavage perfect parallel 
to (001); laminae flexible. Twin plane observed parallel to (001). 
The plane of the optical axes is parallel to the plane of symmetry, and 
the angle of the axes in oil is about 77° for red light. Dichroism is 
only sensible in thm laminae or in very small crystals. 

Kitruiotlobenzene . — The crystals are colourless and belong to the 
monoclinic system, a : b : c= 2*2961 : 1 : 1T297; 17= 4-X : -f-Z=104° 28'. 
Observed combination, (100), (OOl), (110), (101). Cleavage per- 
fect parallel to (1<HJ). Twin plane observed parallel to (100). 

Potassium niirophenohnlpltate [OH r KS0 3 : NO* =1:2: 4]. — The 
crystals examined were beautifully perfect, and of a straw-yellow colour. 
They belong to the monoclinic system, a : b : c= 1*70451 : 1 : 1*52466 ; 
t] = -f X: + Zj= 117° 58' 45". Combinations observed, (100), (110), 
(101), (101), (111). The cleavage parallel to (lol) is perfect. The 
plane of the optical axes makes an angle of about 4° with the axis 0 
with ordinary light. Eotatory dispersion (/><\>). 2H a =60'lG' 

for red light. The dichroism is distinct, normal to the faces of the 
vertical prism and of the pinacoid 100 : the tints are bright yellow and 
almost colourless. 

MMyhtmbellic acid , C 6 H 3 (OH)(OMe).CH 2 .CH2 COOH. — The crys- 
tals belong to the monoclinic system, a : b : g = 1*7131 : 1 : 3*501 7 ; 
// = 4* X: + Z = 93° 58'. Forms observed, (100), (001), (010), (110), 
(115), (115), (015). There is a perfect cleavage parallel to (507). 
The plane of the optical axes is normal to the plane of symmetry. In 
a lamina obtained by cleavage, the angle of the optical axes in air was 
106° 20 1 for red. and 107° for violet light (p<^v). 

An account of the two 1 : 4 acetolmdes has already been published 
in this Journal (Abst., 1879, 626). C. E. G. 

Action of Nitric Acid on Tribromobenzene. By C. Wurstfr 
and A. Bfban (Her., 12, 1821 — 1822). — When tribromobenzene is 
treated with nitric acid (sp. gr. 1*534) at 1U0°, mononirrotnbromo- 

I enzene (m. p. 142 5") is formed, and on nitrating this substance with 

II mixture of nitric and sulphuric acids, dinitrotribromobenzene is ob- 
tiinedin glistening needles (m. p. 192°). Attempts to prepare tri- 
mtrotribromobenzeno by this method were unsuccessful. 

These results are in direct contradiction to those of Korner (Gazzetta, 
1^74, 422), who states that when nitric acid acts on tribromobenzene 
no mononitro-derivative is produced, but that a mixture of di- and 
tri-nitroti ibromubenzenes is obtained. W. C. W. 

Cymene from Cumic Alcohol. By E. Patern5 and P. Srrc 4. 
(Gazzetta. 9. 397 — 400). — The synthesis of paramethylcumene or isocy- 
r»ene recently effected by Jacobsen (Ber., 12, 429), and the marked 
difference in properties between it and the known cymene, has con- 
firmed the authors in their opinion that the cumic compounds contain 
isopropyl, whilst cymene contains normal propyl, and has also removed 
all doubt as to the identity of the cymene obtained from camphor, from 
essence of cumin, and from cyrnyl alcohol by the action of zinc chloride, 
although in the last-named reaction there must have been a transfor- 
mation of the isopropyl group into normal propyl. In order further 
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to elucidate this question, tlie authors endeavoured to convert cumic 
alcohol into the paraisopropylmetliylbonzene or isocymene of Jacobsen 
by a different method of treatment. For this purpose, pure cumic 
alcohol was transformed into cnwyl chloride , CeH^CaHTj.CHiCl, by 
saturating it with diy hydrochloric acid gas, separating the oily layer 
from the aqueous solution of hydrochloric acid, drying it, and rectify- 
ing. The pure chloride was thus obtained as a colourless liquid 
(b. p. 230°), which yielded cumic acid and a little terephthalic acid 
on oxidation, shoeing that the isopropyl group had not undergone 
molecular change. 

In order to convert the chloride, C 6 H 4 ( C 3 H 7 ) . CILC 1 , into isocymene, 
CHo, it was dis-soh ed in alcohol and treated with hydro- 
chloric acid and zinc. The product submitted to fractional distillation 
yielded a hydrocarbon boiling at 175 — 178°, which -when conveited 
into the sulphonic acid crave a barium salt having all the properties of 
that prepared from ordinary cymene. The sulphonamide also, pre- 
pared from the cymenesul phonic chloride, melted at 114 — 115°, the 
melting point of cymenesulphonamide, whilst the corresponding deri- 
vative of isocymene melts at 07 — 9b°. It is evident, therefore, that 
in the reduction of the chloride, not only is the chlorine m the CH 2 C1 
group displaced by chlorine, but at the same time the isopropyl 
group CH(CH d j a is converted into normal propyl, CH 2 .CH 2 .CH 3 . 

C. E. G. 

Diamylbenzene. By A. Austin {Bull. Soc . Clam. [2], 32, 12 — 13 h 
This hydrocarbon was prepared by heating 750 c.c. of benzene with 
50 grams of anhydrous aluminium chloride for some days at 85°, 
gradually adding 250 c.c. of optically active amyl alcohol. 

The product of this reaction* consisting chiefly of amylhenzene, was 
mixed with a tenth of its weight of aluminium chloride, and boiled 
with an equal volume of amyl chloride. The product boiled between 
260° and 270°, and on analysis gave numbers corresponding w'ith the 
formula CsH^CeHn^. It is a colourless aromatic liquid, with a taste 
resembling that of turpentine. It is very mobile. It does not solidify 
at — 20°. Its sp. gr. at 0° is 0*8b68. Its vapour-density was found 
equal to 8*09 : theory, 7*55. It probably belongs to the meta senes. 

W. B. 

Bromodimethylanilme. By C. Wubstek and A. Scheibe (Ber., 
12, 1816 — 1819). — According to the authors, the monobromo dimethyl- 
aniline (m. p. 55°) which Weber (Ber., 10, 764) obtained by the action 
of bromine on a solution of dimethylaniline in acetic acid, is not a 
meta but a para compound, since on treatment with sodium nitrite it 
does not yield a nitroso-derivative, but paranitrodimethylaniline (m. p. 
161 J ) and monobromomonomethylaniline nitrosamine. The latter 
substance crystallises in white needles (m. p. 74°), and is reduced by- 
tin and hydrochloric acid to monobromomethylaniline. This base boils 
at 260°, and decomposes at a higher temperature, forming a substance 
which dissolves in alcohol, with intense red coloration, and which 
appears to be dime thy Irosaniline. 

Metabrom odimethyla n Hi ne. — By the action of methyl iodide and 
soda on metahromani line, the compound of this base with methyl 
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iodide is obtained in crystalline scales (m. p. 201). On distillation in a 
vacuum, it splits up into methyl iodide and metabromodimetliylaniline 
(m. p. 11°, b. p. 259°). This compound appears to yield a nitroso- 
derivative (m. p. 148°), and is totally different from Weber’s mono- 
bromo di m ethy laniline . W. C. W. 

Parabromodimethylaniline. By C. Wurster and A. Beran 
(H er., 12, 1820). — By the action of methyl iodide and a solution of 
soda on pure parabromaniline, a compound of methyl iodide and para- 
bromodimethylaniline is obtained in white crystals, 'which melt with 
decomposition at 185°. By treating this substance with oxide of 
silver, par abromo dimethylaniline (m. p. 55°) is formed. It is iden- 
tical in every respect with Webers {Ber., 10, 763) so-called metabro- 
modimethylanilme. , W. 0. W. 

Action of Swlphonic Chlorides on Amines. >By W. Micjhler 
and K. Meter ( Ber 12, 1791 — 1793). — A mixture of ietra- 
? nethjldiamidodiplienyhriethane and dlphenyidimethylamdosulphone, 
Ph SO Me 2 , is formed by the action of dimethylanilnie on ben- 
zenesulphonic chloride. Hassencamp {Ber., 12, 1275) observed the 
t or mat ion of methyl violet in this reaction, but the chief products, 
viz., the base and sulphone, appear to have escaped his notice. To 
obtain the sulphone, the tetrametbyldiamidodiphenylmethane, with 
which at -is mixed, is removed by treatment with hydrochloric acid. 
On recrystallising the residue from alcohol, it is deposited in white 
needles (m. p. 82°), which are soluble in alcohol, benzene, and ether. 
The sulphone is decomposed by strong nitric acid, forming three nitro- 
benzenesul phonic aoids and pentanitro-dimethy laniline (m. p. 127°). 
By the action of paratoluenesulphonic chloride on dimethylaniline, 
tolyldimethylamidopheny lsolphone, C 7 H 7 . SOoCeBJSTMeo, a blue colour- 
ing matter and a base are formed. The sulphone melts at 95°, is 
soluble in alcohol and ether, and yields a trinitro- derivative on nitra- 
tion. W. C. W. 

Action of Stilphonic Chlorides on Amines, By W. Michler 
and F. Sa lathe {Ber.. 12, 1789 — 1991). — By the action of a-naphtha- 
lenesulphonic chloride (1 mol.) on dimethylaniline (2 mols.), a blue 
mass is obtained, which, after saturation with ammonia and distilla- 
tion in a current of steam, to remove free dimethylaniline, leaves a 
mixfcnre of t et ramethyb Ham id cHlijdwnij l methane and ct-naphth yld im ethyl- 
amidophenyhulphtme , CioH 7 .S02.0oHiNMe> By treating the mixture 
with dilute hydrochloric acid, the former compound is dissolved ; it 
may be obtained in white plates by precipitation with ammonia and 
reerystallisation from alcohol. The residue insoluble in hydrochloric 
acid dissolves in alcohol, and on slow evaporation yields crystals of the 
sulphone (m. p. 91°), soluble m alcohol and ether, but insoluble in 
water. This compound is decomposed by fuming hydrochloric acid at 
180°, farming aniline, naphthalene, methyl chioiide, and sulphuric 
acid. By the action of strong nitric acid, it is converted into penta- 
nitrodimethylaniline, (VNO*)*NWe a (m p. 127°), and j3-nitronaph- 
thalenesulphonic acid, ^-naphthalenesulphonic chloride and dimethyl- 
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aniline yield tctramethyldiamidodipheuylmethaue, and 0-naphthyl- 
dimethyldiamidophenylsulphone. Tlie latter compound is decomposed 
by strong nitric acid into pcntanitrodimethylaniline, and /3-nitronaph- 
thalenesulphonic acid. W. C. W. 

Dimethylmetatolmdine Derivatives. By 0. Wurster and C. 
Riedel (Ber. } 12, 179t> — 1802 ). — Xitrosutlimthyhaetafoluidine hydro - 
chbride is deposited on adding a saturated solution of sodium 
nitrite to a solution of dimethylmetatoluidine in dilute hydrochloric 
acid. It is sparingly soluble in cold, but dissolves in hot water in 
presence of hydrochloric acid, and crystallises on cooling in yellow 
needles. 

The free base obtained by decomposing the hydrochloride with 
sodium carbonate crystallises from ether in green plates or needles 
(m. p. 92°), soluble in benzene, chloroform, and water. It resembles 
nitrosodimethykniline in its reactions. 

KitrnwcrtMl is formed, together with dimethylamine when nitro- 
sodimethylmetatoluidine is boiled with soda, and is precipitated on 
acidifying the alkaline liquid with sulphuric acid. Nitrosocresol crys- 
tallises in white needles (m. p. 14 “> — 150°), soluble in alcohol, benzene, 
chloroform, and glacial acetic acid, and sparingly soluble in boiling 
water and in ether. The acetyl-derivative forms prismatic crystals 
(m. p. 92°), soluble in alcohol. 

Trinitrorresol is produced by the action of nitric acid on an acetic 
acid solntion of nitrosocresol. 

Nitrodimeth ylmetatohrid i ne is formed when potassium permanganate 
is added to an aqueous solution of nitrosodiraethylmetatoluidine hydro- 
chloride, and may be extracted from the liquid with ether. It crys- 
tallises in long yellow needles (m. p. 84°). The corresponding di/iitrn- 
derivative is obtained in yellow needle-shaped crystals (m. p. 107°), 
by adding nitric acid to a solution of dimethylmetatoluidine in glacial 
acetic acid. If the nitration is carried on with dilute nitric acid, or 
if the mixture of sulphuric and nitric acids is kept perfectly cold, three 
nitro-derivatives are obtained, viz , the mono-nitro (m. p. 84°), and 
two dinitros melting at 107° and 168° respectively. The latter is less 
soluble in alcohol than the dinitro- compound, inciting at 107°. 

B ro mod im ethj l meta tol uidine melts at 98 3 and boils at 276°. It is 
soluble in benzene, aniline, alcohol, and petroleum spirit. On treat- 
ment with sodium nitrite, the hydrochloric acid solution yields the nitro- 
samine in the form of an oily liquid. 

Dimetliyltohjlmpd iam me, obtained by the reduction of nitrosodimethyl- 
metatoluidine with tin and hydrochloric acid, crystallises in white 
prisms (m. p 28°), soluble in water, alcohol, ether, and chloroform. 
The acetyl-derivative melts at 155°. 

Tetramethyltohjlenediamme, prepared by the action of hydrochloric 
acid and methyl alcohol on the preceding base at 180°, is an oily 
liquid (b. p. 26U°). It combines with methyl iodide to form the 
compound CJI 3 Me(NMe 2 ) 2 .(MeI), which crystallises in needles 
(m. p. 160°). On distillation, it splits up into methyl iodide and the 
free base. 

Ferric chloride produces an intense blue coloration in an aqueous 
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solution of t etr amefhyltol ylene cliamin e. Sodium nitrite gives a similar 
reaction with an acetic acid solution of the base 

To estimate the metatoluidine in crude toluidine, the liquid toluidine 
is first freed from para toluidine by Bindschedler’s process (Ber., 6, 
44S), converted into hydrochloiide, and the orthotoluidine hydro- 
ehlorido removed by filtration ; the filtmte is then evaporated to 
dryness, converted into dimethyltoluidine, and precipitated as nifcroso- 
dimethylmetatoluidine hydrochloride. W. G. W. 

A Colouring Matter containing Sulphur from Parapheny- 
lenediamine. By A. Koch (Ber., 12, 2069 — 2071) — By treating an 
acid solntion of paraplionylenedi amine hydrochlorido successively with 
sulphuretted hydrogen and ferric chloride, a beetle-grccn crystalline 
mass is obtained, which has the composition CwHooNoS^HCl -f- 4H 2 0. 
This compound is soluble in water and alcohol, tormmg a violet colo- 
ration, w hich is destroyed by reducing agents and restored by exposure 
to the air. 

The free base, C 2 iH.oK fa S 2 , is deposited in dark-brown scales, on the 
addition of ammonia to the hydrochloride. The base is less soluble 
than the hydrochloride. The sulphate, C^HooNbSa.HjSOi + H 2 0, and 
the oxalate , C 2 4 H 2 nN 0 S 2 .H;iC>O 4 + 4ILO, form dark-green needles. The 
nitrate, C^HjoNaSa.iHNO* 4* 4H 2 0, crystalli^s in brown needles. The 
hydrochloride forms double sa ? ts with the chlorides of zinc and mer- 
ely, viz., C 2 iH 20 lS T 6 S 2 .2HCLZnCl i + H 3 0 and 2HClHgCl 3 . 

W. 0. W. 

DImethylparaplienylenedi amine Derivatives. By 0. W crster 
and R>. Sexdiner ( Ber. , 12, 1803 — 1807). — Action of Biomine. — When 
a 10 per cent, solution of bromine in glacial acetic acid is added to a 
somewhat more dilute solution of dimethylparaphenylenediamine in 
the same solvent, a green substance is precipitated, which has the com- 
position CaHnN^Br. The precipitate must be thoroughly washed with 
glacial acetic acid and with anhydrous ether, and it may be rapidly 
recry stall Ised from hot alcohol. From this solvent it is deposited in 
green scales (m. p. 146 3 ), having a metallic lustre. The aqueous and 
alcoholic solutions of this substance exhibit an intense red colour, 
■which is destroyed by exposure to the air or by tho addition of sul- 
phurous acid. 

Action of Nitrous Acid on Dimethylparaphenylenediamine Nth- 
oxamate. — On the addition of sodium nitrite to a solntion of dimethyl- 
paraphenylenediamine ethoxamate in dilute hydrochloric acid, a 
yellowish-red nitro-product, NLre 2 .C fa H 2 (lSf0 2 ).KH*C0.G00Et, collects 
on the surface. By recrystallisation from acetic acid, it is obtained in 
red needles (m. p. 152°), freely soluble in benzene, but less soluble in 
ether and boiling water. On reduction with tin and hydrochloric acid, it 
yields oxalic acid and dimethyltriamidobenzene [NMea : NH 2 : NH* = 
1:3: 4]. 

This base crystallises in colourless prisms (m. p. 42—44°, b. p. 298°), 
soluble in water and petroleum ether. It forms a monoacetyl-deriva- 
tive, which is deposited from an aqueous solution in transparent prisms 
or plates, containing 1 mol. H 2 0, which begin to melt at 82°. The 
anhydrous crystals melt at 153°. 
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Dimethyltrlamidobcnzene is also formed by tbe reduction, of Merten's 
dinitromethylaniline (m. p. 87°), 10, 703 and 995). 

W. C. W, 

Tefcramethylmetaphenylenediamine. By C. Wurstlr and H. F. 
Morley {Ber., 12, 1814 — 1813). — On tlie addition of soda to the pro- 
duct of the action of methyl alcohol and hydrochloric acid at 13tr on 
phenylenedi amine, tetnunethyl metapftenyleneJ tamine separates out as an. 
uncrystallisable oil (b. p. 250° corr.), having a peculiar odour. The 
hydrochloride forms hygroscopic crystals. The free base unites wit.i 
methyl iodide to form the compound C 8 H 4 (]N T Me .)2 Mel 4 * H.O, which 
dissolves freely in water, bnt is less solnble in alcohol. It melts at 
192° with decomposition into its constituents. Tetramethylmetii- 
phenylenediamine forms a liquid dibromo-corapoond, and is converted 
by the action of nitric acid on its acetic acid solution into trimtrotn- 
meth\lmetaphenylenediamine, a yellow crystalline body (m. p. 132°), 
solnble in alcohol and in benzene. W. 0. W. 

Action of Oxidising Agents on Tetramethylparaphenylene- 
diamine. By C. WuRbiER and E. Sohodm (Ber., 12, 1807—1813). — 
The unstable bine compound, which is formed by the action of bromine 
on an acetic acid solution of tei ramethylparaphenylenediamine, can b * 
obtained in the form of a microscopic crystalline precipitate by adding 
ether to the mixture. Its solution in water and in alcohol has a.i 
intense blue colour, which is destroyed by sulphurous acid. The sub- 
stance can also be obtained as ferrocyamde, by adding potassium ferri- 
cyanide to tetramethylphenylenediamine sulphate, Ch)H 10 X 2 + 
HaFe,Cy n = C I 0 H u N s .H t FeCy b + H^eCy,. 

The terrocyamde forms blue needle-shaped crystals, having a metal- 
lic lustre. 

By the action of sodium nitrite on tetramethylparaphcnylenc- 
diamine, truiiethjlplienylenediamincnitrosanune is obtained, and a blue 
colouring matter is produced, which, however, could not he isolated. 

The nitrosamine crystallises in greenish-yellow plates (m. p. 98°), 
soluble in benzene, chloroform, ether, and hot water. On reduction 
with tin and hydrochloric acid, it yields trimethylparaphenylene- 
diamine, NMe 2 .CbH 4 .NHMe, an oily liquid (b. p. 203°), sparingly 
soluble in water. The acetyl-derivative crystallises in pi isms containing 
water (m. p. 78°). The anhydrous crystals melt at 93°. 

When an excess of sodium nitrite is added to an acid solution of 
tetramethylparaphenylenediamine, v itruti mrtinjtynintphenylrmdiamw- 
nitrosamine , NMe 2 .CeH 3 (NMe.N 0 )(N 02 ), separates out in orange- 
coloured needles (m. p. 87 c ), soluble m benzene and chloroform, but 
insoluble in water. On redaction with tin and hydrochloric acid, this 
compound yields trimethyltriamulobenzene , NMe 2 . C«H 3 ( NHMe) NH 2 , 
which crystallises in white needles (m. p. 90°, b. p. 294°), soluble m 
water. Its diacetyl-derivative crystallises in white plates (m. p. 184°), 

w. c. w. 

Colouring Matters obtained by the Oxidation of Di- and 
Tetra-methylparaphenylenediamine. By C. Wurster (Ber., 12, 
2071 — 2072). — The author proposes to represent the formation of the 
rod and blue colouring matters obtained by the action of oxidising 
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agents on di- and tefra-metliylparaplienylenedianiine respsctively (Ber., 
12, lbUS and ISO/), by the following equations : — 

+ Br 2 = HBr + MeN<§^>im 5 Br. 

D nnethvlparaphem lenediamme 

lle^AH.-NMe. + Br, = iIelf<^>NMe s Br + HBr. 

Tt tramcthTlphen-vlenediimixie 

W. 0 . W. 


Action of Nitrons Acid on Mono- and Diethylenediphenyl- 
diamine. By H. F. Morlcy ( Ber 32, 1793— 1796). — The ethylene- 
diphen\ ldiamlne u«ed in these experiments was prepared by warming 
a mixture of ethylene bromide (1 mol.) with aniline (4 mols.) in a 
large fla^k provided with an upright condenser. An active reaction 
lakes place, anil on cooling, the contents of the flask solidify. Aniline 
hyilio bromide is dissolved out on heating the product with water, 
leaving the diamine, which may be obtained in glistening scales 
(m. p. 63°), by recrystallisation from dilnte alcohol. 

Eth ylen wl iph eni f lli v i t rnsa mine separates out. as a yellowish-green pre- 
cipitate on the addition of sodium nitrite to a solution of ethylere- 
ilipbenyldiamine in dilute hydrochloric acid. On rocrystallisation 
from acetic acid, it is obtained in scales (m. p. 157°), insoluble in 
water, ether, and cold alcohol. 

JDi n itrosod ieth idened ip h r a yld iam in c, obtained as a yellowish -green 
precipitate, yields, on reduction with tin and hydrochloric acid, dieting 
tenrdtjjfo tipi? net ft ram ine, NHo.CbH* 1ST I I FT.CaH 4 .NH 2 . This 

base crystallises in glistening scales (m. p. 221 °), sparingly soluble in 
ether, alcohol, and benzene. Feme chloridfe produces a violet colora- 
tion in solutions of its salts. W . C. W. 


Ethereal Oil of Origanum Hirtnm and Cretan Oil of Mar- 
joram. By E. jAHNb (Arch. Pharm. [3], 15, 1 — 19). — The essential oil 
of Onranvm hirium has an aromatic thyme-like odour, neutral reaction, 
and a sp. gr, of 0*951 at 15° ; it is feebly leevorotatory (100 mm. pro- 
ducing a rotation of —0*40°). When treated with a 15 per cent, solu- 
tion of sodium carbonate, it dissolves, and on diluting the clear brown 
solution with warm water, the greater portion of the hydrocarbon Sepa- 
rates, leaving a phenol in solution. This phenol, CioH u O, which 
amounrs to half the oil, was pioved to be carvacrol, as on chlorina- 
tion it yielded a chlorcymene, CH, : Cl : CjH? = [1:2:4], which on 
oxidation yielded ehlorparatoluie acid. The sodium, potassium, barium, 
calcium, magnesium, and silver salts of carvacrol sulphonic acid are 
described ; the barium salt crystallises with 5H a O, and appears to be 
different from that described by Pott, which has the composition 
(C l 0 H u O,SO 3 ) a Ba. The sulphonic acid, when distilled with manganese 
dioxide and sulphuric acid, yields thymoquinone. The melting point 
of the carvacrol, 1*5 — 2°, does not appear quite to agree with those 
obtained by other investigators. It yields ordinary eymene when 
treated with phosphorus trisulphide. In the acid solution, from which 
the carvacrol was separated, there appeared to be a small quantity of 
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a volatile acid, which reduced silver solution (formie acid?). Thai 
portion of the oil which was separated by the addition of water to the 
soda solution appeared to be a mixture of terpenes. Submitted to dis- 
tillation, a third passed over at 170 — 180°; another third at 18 > — 
190° ; the remainder at 250°. Finally, the portion 172 — 176° (a quai ter 
of the whole), which had an odour of oil of lemons, yielded, when 
treated with sulphurie acid, a very small quantity of cymenesulphonic 
acid. The results of the investigation are, that oil of Origanum hirtum 
consists of 50 — GO per cent, of carvacrol, the rest being a mixture of 
terpenes. There also appears to be a small quantity of a phenol which 
gives a reddish-violet colour with ferric chloride. This oil is the only 
natural source of carvacrol, except the oil of Thymus serpyllnm , where 
it is present to the amount of 3 per cent. Oil of Origanum Oreficum 
obtained from various sources, which had a deeper and more red-brown 
colour than that of Origanum Jiirtnm, was also remarkable for the large 
amount of carvacrol which it contained. All the specimens contained 
the phenol (1 — 2 per cent.) which is coloured violet by ferric chloride. 
An oil prepared in France, having the name 01 . origani Gall., contains 
no carvacrol ; it should therefore be distinguished from Cretan oil of 
maijoram, this name being applied only to that from Greece and Asia 
Elinor. Tests for identification which can he applied are : mixing 
with 90 per cent, alcohol in all proportions ; production of a green or 
violet colour by ferric chloride ; violent reaction with phosphorus penta- 
chloride, accompanied by evolution of hydrochloric acid gas, followed 
by the prodnction of a bluish-red coloration. Those oils which 
contain 50 per cent, or more of carvacrol will produce a dear mixture 
with half their volume of a 15 per cent, soda solution. 

E. W. F. 

Kesorcinol and Orcinol Derivatives. By V. Mmz and G. 
Zetteb (Ber., 12, 2035—2049). — The best yield of trinitroresorcinol 
or styphnic acid is obtained by nitrating resorcinoldisnlphonic acid. 
For this purpose finely powdered resorcinol is added in small portions 
at a time, to five times its weight of strong sulphuric acid at 40° ; the 
clear red solution is heated at 100°, when it crystallines, forming a 
thick paste. The acid mixture is poured into cold water, and nitric 
acid diluted with 10 per cent, of water is slowly added, care being taken 
to avoid any rise of temperature. Towards the end of the operation 
fuming nitric acid is employed ; at least twice the theoretical amount 
of nitric acid must he used for nitration. The product of the reaction 
is left at rest for 12 hours, and then poured into twice its volume of 
cold water, when trinitroresorcinol separates out as a granular crystal- 
line mass (m. p. 174*5°). 

Trinitro-orcinol can be prepared by a similar method, hut the yield 
is not so good as in the case of trinitroresorcinol, only about 60 per 
cent, of the theoretical yield being obtained. The mixture of orcinol 
and sulphuric acid is heated on a water-bath, but in order to complete 
the reaction, the temperature must be raised to 150°. In the process 
of nitration, it is necessary to use rather dilute nitric acid, and to cool 
the mixture with ice. Trinitro-orcinol crystallises in long yellow 
needles (m. p. 163*5°). 

vol. xxxvm. i 
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Trih yflroxybe ?i zoq u inoa e is formed by the action of dilute hydrochloric 
acid (8—10 per cent, solution) at 140— 150° on the hydrochioinde 
of amidodi-imidoresorcinol, prepared hy the addition of ferric chlornat. 
to a solution of triamidoresorcinol hydrochloride v Schreder, Annalenu 
1B8, 244). The crude product may be purified by solution in soda> 
and repreeipitation by hydrochloric acid. Trihydroxybenzoquinone 
exists as a dark, almost black, amorphous powder, and also in the form 
of dark crystalline scales, which are sparingly soluble in the usual 
solvents. The a mm oniacal solution of this substance produces dark 
coloured precipitates with salts of the heavy metals and alkaline earth- 
metals, e.y., (C 8 H0 2 )3(Ba0s)3 ; 0 B H0 2 (AgO) 3 . 

Acetic chloride attacks trihydvoxybenzoquinone at the ordinary 
temperature, forming triacetoxyquinone, CeHOa ( 0 Ac)a, which is de- 
posited from a solution in hot acetic acid in small crystalline scales. 
The corresponding tribenzoyl compound, CeHC^OBz^ has not yet been 
obtained in a crystalline state. Bromotnhydroxyquinme, C 6 BrO*(OH)3, 
prepared by warming a solution of trihydroxybenzoquinone in acetic 
acid with bromine, is a brown uncrystallisable powder, sparingly 
soluble in alcohol. It forms insoluble compounds with the heavy 
metals, e.g., PbafCsBrOa.OjV Trihjdroxytoluqidnone, C8MeO«(OH) s , 
is deposited in dark-coloured crystals when amidodiimido-orcinol hydro- 
chloride is heated with a 10 per cent, solution of hydrochloric acid at 
140 — 150°. The crude product is purified by conversion into the tri- 
acetyl derivative, CeMeOa(OAc) 3 ,a yellow lustrous crystalline powder, 
soluble in hot alcohol. When treated with a solution of soda, this 
yields a brown liquid, from which pure trihydroxytoluqninone is pre- 
cipitated on the addition of an acid. 

This toluquinone dissolves in hot alcohol, forming a dark cherry- 
colonred solution. It forms with calcium, barium, and silver dark- 
coloured precipitates, which are insoluble in water. 

^ Trinitrorefiorcinol dissolves in fuming sulphuric acid, but is not repre- 
cipitated on dilution w ith water. When air containing bromine vapour 
is passed through an aqueous solution of monosodium trinitroresor- 
dnol, C«H(NO s )jONa.OH, a mixture of bromopicrin and nitrodibrom- 
ethylene, CBr*lCB.N0 2 , is formed. The latter on recrystallisation 
from chloroform is deposited in transparent, six-sided rhombic prisms 
(m. p. 112°), soluble in alcohol, ether, carbon bisulphide, and benzene. 
The solution stains the skin red. The addition of alkalis to the alco- 
holic solution produces a transient red coloration ; nitrate of silver and 
lead acetate throw down from the red liquid a red precipitate, which 
rapidly changes to the corresponding metallic bromide 

W. 0. w. 

Compounds of the Hydrobenzoins and Stilbene. Series II. 
By T. Zixcke (Attiialen, 198, 116 — 141). — This is an important paper 
on a probable case of tine physical isomerism. It has been previously 
shown (Anna Jen, 182, 241 ; Chem. Soc. 1876, 463), that tho two 
diatomic . alcohols obtained from stilbene, C 0 H 6 .CH : CH.C fl H 5 , by 
the addition of bromine, and conversion of the bromide into the acetate 
or benzoate, and subsequent saponification, are respectively identical 
with the hydro- and isohydro-benzoin obtained from benzaldehyde by 
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the action of hydrogenising agents. Although any two of the follow- 
ing formulae : I. CHPh(OH).CHPh(OH) ; II. CH*Ph.C(OH) 2 Ph ; 
III. CHPh(OH).C 6 H 4 .CH i (OH), for these two alcohols would explain 
their isomerism, and simultaneous formation from stilbene or benzalde- 
hyde, yet such formulae would not agree with other reactions of the 
alcohols. So* far, it has not been possible to prove the existence of two 
isomeric dibromides in crude stilbene bromide. 

On oxidation with chromic mixture, both alcohols behave exactly 
alike, and give first benzaldehyde and then benzoic acid, together with 
small quantities of benzophenone, the formation of the latter being 
due to a secondary reaction. These facts show that the third of the 
above formulae is inadmissible for either alcohol. 

By oxidation with nitric acid, hydrobenzoin gives first benzoin, 
Ph.CO.CHPh(OH), and then benzil PhCO.COPh, from which is 
follows that it has the constitution represented by formula I. Ammann 
and Fittig (Annalen, 168, 75) found that isohydrobenzoin on oxida- 
tion with nitric acid, gave only resinous products ; the author, how- 
ever, finds that this oxidation gives first a substance which crystallises 
in monoclinic crystals (m. p. 98°), and then a body crystallising in 
yellow needles (m. p. 78 — 81)°. Both these compounds are still under 
investigation. From the above-mentioned results obtained by oxida- 
tion,. iz follows that the only possible formulae for hydro- and isohydro- 
benzoin are I and II respectively, and the latter on oxidation with 
nitric acid would give, first, CPh(0H) 2 .C0Ph, or PkCO.CHJPh, and 
then benzil. The author, however, considers that the oxidation pro- 
dnct (m. p. 98°) is a physical isomeride of benzoin, and the product 
(m. p. 78 — 81°) the corresponding physical isomeride of benzil : for in 
several subsequent experiments on the oxidation of isohydrobenzoin 
with nitric acid, these two bodies (m. p. 98° and 78 — 81°) were nub 
obtained, but only ordinary benzoin and benzil , the only difference 
between hydro- and isohydro-benzoin in this respect being that with 
the latter, the crude products were always resinous* 

On treatment with phosphorus penta bromide, both hydro- and iso- 
hydro-benzoin give exactly the same dibromide (m. p. 237°), which, 
with silver acetate or benzoate, gives in both cases the hydro- and 
isohydro-benzoate, and these on saponification yield again hydro- and 
isohydro- benzoin respectively, exactly as stilbene bromide does. 

By the action of phosphorus, pentaekloride hydrobenzoin gives two 
isomeric dichlorides, C u Hi 2 C1 3 (m. p. 192° and 94 q ), whilst isohydro- 
benzoin gives only one (m. p. 192°) which is identical with the former 
of the two just mentioned. 

a-Hydrobenzoin di chloride, CuHi S Cl 2 , already described by Ammann 
and Fittig (Zoo. cit.), crystallises in needles or prisms (m. p. 192 a ), 
which are sparingly soluble in alcohol, hut easily soluble in toluene, 
ether, and chloroform, and sublime in plates. 

jS- Hydrobmzom (or isohydrubenzoin) dichloride, CuH^Ch, differs greatly 
from the preceding compound in physical, but has exactly the same 
chemical properties. It dissolves easily in most solvents, and crystal- 
lises in four- or six-sided plates (m. p. 94°), and sublimes without 
decomposition. When heated, both the a*. and ^-chlorides undergo a 
most remarkable change aB regards melting point, in such a way that 
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they both apparently give a third dichloride (m. p. 160°), which r* 
more stable than the other two. The investigation of the anhydrides 
of hydro- and isohydro-benzoin has also proved the existence of a third 
dichloride ( m . p. 153°). The dichloride (m. p. 160°) is, however, 
probably a mixture of the z- and ^-chlorides, since on crystallisation it 
mav be separated into the a- and ^-dichlorides. 

jfeoth hydro- and isohydro-benzoin, when treated^ with phosphorus 
trichloride, give only one dichloride, viz., that melting at 192°. By 
conversion into the acetate, and subsequent saponification and crystal- 
lisation from hot water, tft-hydrobenzoin chloride (m. p. 192 ) is con- 
vened almost wholly into isohydrobenzoin, together with small quan- 
tities of hydrobenzoin. Under similar circumstances, 0-hydrobenzom 
( or isohydrobenzoin) dichloride (m. p. 94°) gives the same results.. If, 
however, for the conversion of these chlorides into the alcohols, silver 
lenzoate is used in place of the acetate, then both a- and chloride 
trive chiefly hydrobenzom, together with small quantities of isohydro- 
benzoin. 

The author considers that the above facts cannot be explained by a 
different grouping of the atoms, and that hydro- and isohydro-benzoin 
must have identically the same chemical molecule, 

G 6 H 5 .CH(On).CH(OH).C 6 H 5 . 

In other words they are true physical isomerides. T. C. 


Compounds obtained from Hydro- and Isohydro-benzoin 
by the Action of Dilute Sulphuric Acid. By A. Brctteu and 
T. Ziscke ( Awnalen , 198, 141 — 190). — This is a continuation of 
Zincke's investigation with regard to the isomerism of hydro- and iso- 
hydro-benzoin (see preceding Abstract). The anthors advance the fol- 
lowing general rule : — “ On abstraction of water, which can he effected 
by various reagents, all diatomic alcohols, containing the OH-gronps 
attached to two neighbouring carbon atoms, give first oxides (anhy- 
drides or ethers) without any intramolecular changes, and then by 
further action of the reagent, ketones, or aldehydes, or both.” Both 
hydro- and isohydro-benzoin must be considered as aldehyde pinneonos, 
thus: — C8H a .CH(OH).CH(OH).CflH 5 . By the action of dilute sul- 
phuric acid, 2 inc chloride, or hydrochloric acid both give two com- 
pounds, the one crystalline and the other liquid. TTith hydrobenzoin 
the yield is 20 to 25 per cent, of the former, and 50 to 60 per cent, of 
the latter, whereas with isohydrobenzoin tbe reverse is the case. The 
former compounds are anhydrides — 


C e H 5 .CK 

I >0, 

C&.CW 


or more probably 


C 0 H 5 .CH.O.CH.C 6 H 5 


C 6 H : .OH.O.CH.CeH 8 


and although chemically identical, they are physically (in melting point 
and crystalline form) difierent. The liquid compounds appear to l>o 
, cLt ‘ mieall 7 and physically; they aie aldehfhx, 
CHPh s .COH, and their formation therefore eon only be explained by 
intramolecular transference of the CJdj-groap. By the continued 
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action of the reagent, the above crystalline compounds are also con- 
%eited into this aldehyde, and by oxidation both give the same pro- 
duct, ChaH 2 >O v 

Convenient methods of preparing hydro- and isohydro-benzoin are 
described. Benzoin by the action of sodium amalgam in dilute alco- 
holic solution gives not only hydrobenzom (33 per cent.,) bat also 
small quantities of isohydrobenzoin (1 per cent.). 

Hydrobenzom anhydride, C lt H 12 0, forms monoclinie crystals (m. p. 
132°), which are easily soluble in hot alcohol, benzene, chloroform, 
and glacial acetic acid, and but sparingly soluble in light petroleum. 
It is not volatile in steam. 

Isohydrobenzoin anhydride, Ci 4 H 12 0, forms brilliant monoclinic crys- 
tals (m. p. 102°), very similar in form to gypsum ; these become dull 
on keeping. It is more soluble in alcohol than the hydrobenzoin- 
compound, but bebaves in a similar manner towards other solvents. 

Neither anhydride is attacked by sodium amalgam; both give stil- 
bcne bromide on treatment with bromine, and both when heated in 
staled tubes at 2G0° yield benzaldehyde and stilbene, 2CuHi a O = 
2CjH«0 4- CuH w . Heated with benzoic acid at 240°, the hydroben- 
zum anhydride gives very small quantities of hydrobenzoin benzoate 
(m. p. 242°), whilst the iso-compound gives only traces of i&ohydro- 
benzoin. Treated with acetic anhydride in sealed tubes, both com- 
pounds yield small quantities of hydro- and isohydro-benzoin. Heated 
with acetic acid at 165°, the hydrobenzoin anhydride is converted 
into hydrobenzoin acetate, whilst the iso-componnd is but slightly 
attacked even at 250°, and besides benzaldehyde and stilbene gives 
only small quantities of isohydrobenzoin. 

On treating hydrobenzom anhydride with phosphorus pentachioride 
at 130° the same chloride, C u H l3 Cl 2 (m. p. 102°), is obtained as from 
hydrobenzom itself, together with but a small quantity of resin, and 
none of the chloiide of melting point 94°. Isohydrobenzoin anhydride 
under similar circumstances gives, besides the chloride (m. p. 192°), 
also a resinous body (C>sH w OCl2, m. p. 87° ?), which was far more 
abundant than in the case of the hydrobenzoin compound. On saponi- 
fication, this resin gave hydro- and isohydro-benzoin ; bv recrystallisa- 
tion, it was converted into the compound C^H-aOCi (m. p. 153°), 
which is more soluble in alcohol than the dichloride (m. p. 192°). 

Both anhydrides on oxidation give a compound, together 

with small quantities of benzoic acid and other products, amongst 
which there is one crystallising in needles or plates (m. p. ltf), 
which appears to be a reduction-product of the compound CaeH»Os. 
This latter substance is easily soluble in benzene and chloroform, and 
but sparingly soluble in light petroleum; it is also difficultly soluble 
in cold, but more easily soluble in hot alcohol, and crystallises in 
needles or plates (m. p. 155°). The formation of this body by the 
oxidation of hydro- and isohydro-benzoin anhydrides seems to show 
that the formula of these latter is more probably C^H^Os than 
CnHwO. On oxidation with chromic and acetic acids, it gives neither 
benzoic acid nor benzophenone, but a new compound (O^HaO* or 
C.JI20O3?), which crystallises in plates (m. p. 98°). On reduction with 
phosphorns and bydriodic acid, the compound C^H^O* gives dibenzyl 
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(m. p. r> 2°), and a substance. C„H,.0 2 , crystallising in needles (m. p. 
144°), sparingly soluble in water, but easily soluble in alcohol, ether, 
and benzene, and which on further oxidation give chiefly benzophenone. 

By reduction with phosphorns and hydriodic acid, hydro- and iso- 
hydro-benzoin anhydrides both yield dibenzyl, together with a small 
quantitv of an oil, thus showing that they are both derivatives of the 
same hvdrocarbon ; the oil on oxidation gave benzophenone. Dipbenyl- 
aldehvtle is obtained on heating either anhydride with dilute sulphuric 
acid at 210°: hydrobenzoin chloride (m. p. 182°), together with 
diphenrlaldeliyde* is obtained by heating the anhydrides with strong 
hydrochloric 1 acid at 17<>°. Benzoic chloride converts both anhydrides 
into hydrobenzoin chlorides Cm. p. 192°). All the above reactions 
*how that the two anhydrides are almost completely identical, and 
that the difference between them is probably of the same kind as that 
between the corresponding alcohols. These results also on the whole 
point to the formula, C sH 24 0 2 , for the anhydrides, rather than to the 
simpler formula, CmHmO. 

It has not yet been possible to decide finally whether the aldehydes 
obtained from hydro- and isohydro-henzoin, by the action of dilute 
sulphuric acid, are absolutely identical both physically and chemically, 
hut it is very probable that they are. 

Both these aldehydes give benzophenone on oxidation, and not di- 
phenylacetic acid, and only by treatment with alcoholic potash was it 
possible to convert them into the latter compound ; even then, the 
chief products were benzbydrol and diphenylmethane. These alde- 
hydes which the authors consider on the whole to he identical, have 
the composition of a diphenyl-aldehyde , Ci 4 H 12 0; the product is a 
colourless oil, heavier than water, and insoluble therein, but easily 
soluble in ether, alcohol, benzene, and chloroform. It boils at 315° 
with slight decomposition. On keeping for many weeks it yields 
formic acid and benzophenone, and gradually becomes crystalline. The 
crystals from the hydrobenzoin aldehyde melt at 213°, and those 
from the iso-compound at 167°. In a second experiment, however, 
the hydrobenzoin aldehyde also gave crystals melting at 167°, and not 
at 213° ; the change which here takes place is probably as follows : — 
2(C«H fi hCH.COH + 0* = (C 6 H 5 )>C I CfCsH 5 ) 3 + 2CH 2 0 2 , and 
(CfiHa) 2 CH.COH + 0» = (CJEaVCO 4- 0H 3 0 2 . Both the crystalline 
1 jodies on oxidation give benzophenones, and by treating the one 
melting at 167° with acetic chloride, a crystalline body (m. p. 12*>— — 
130°) is obtained. T. 0. 

Physical Isomerism, with Special Reference to Hydro- and 
Isohydro-benzoin. By T. Zinckje (Amalen, 198, 191— 203).— In 
this paper, the theories which have been proposed by Laubenhoimer 
(Ber., 9, 7<JG), Lehmann ( Zeits.f Krystallograpkie, 1, 110), and Van’t 
Hoff, to account for physical isomerism, are severally discussed, and 
the author arrives at the conclusion that the physical isomerism in the 
case of the hydrobenzoins cannot be satisfactorily explained by means 
of any of them. q 

©rthotoombenzoic Acid. By 31. Rhalis (Amal&n, 198, 99— 
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114). — This acid is best prepared by oxidising liquid bromotoluene 
with potassium permanganate. It crystallises from hot water in 
colourless silky needles (m. p. = 150° ; 148°, Zineke, Her., 7, 1502 ; 
138°, Richter, Her., 4, 459), which are sparingly soluble in cold water, 
but far more soluble than either the meta- or para-derivatives, from 
which it is still further distinguished by being little or not at all vola- 
tile in steam. It is easily soluble in alcohol, ether, and chloroform. 
When fused with potash it yields parahydroxy benzoic acid (?), and 
but a trace of salicylic acid. The salts of the alkalis and alkaline 
earths are easily soluble in water, and those of the heavy metals but 
slightly soluble. The following salts were prepared and examined : — 

The putassium salt, C7H^Br0 2 K.2H 3 0 (m. p. 245); sodium salt, 
C 7 H|iBrOjNa : larium salt, Ba(C 7 HiBr0 2 )2.2C 2 H tJ 0 (from alcohol) ; 
calcium salt, (C 7 H4Br0 2 ) 2 Ca.3H 2 0 ; zinc salt, (CrHtBrOaJaZn ; neutral 
copper salt, (C 7 H 4 Br0 2 ) .CilH 2 0 (m. p. = 257° with decomposition) 
are crystalline, whilst the basic copper salt, C7H4BrO2.Ou.OH, silver 
salt and lead salt, (C 7 EUBr0 3 )3Pb.C2H a 0 (m. p. = 176 — 180°), are 
amorphous precipitates. 

Methyl orthvbroniobenzoate, C 7 H4Br02.Me, is obtained as a colourless 
liquid (b. p. = 246°) by the action of methyl iodide on the silver 
salts. 

Ethyl ortJiobrufiiobenzoate, C 7 H 4 Br0 2 , is a colourless liquid (b. p. = 
254°). 

Nitro-orthobromobenzoic acid, CaH 3 BrCN0 2 ).C00H, is obtained by 
dissolving the bromobeneoic acid in cold fuming nitric acid, and is 
identical with the acid previously prepared by Burghardt (Her., 8, 
560). It crystallises from hot water in brilliant needles (m. p. = 
180°), which are sparingly soluble in cold, but more easily in hot 
water, and very easily in alcohol, ether, and chloroform. The barium 
salt [C 7 HjBr(N02)0i] 2 Ba.5^H 2 0, crystallising in needles or prisms, 
and the silver salt were prepared. Ethyl nitro-orthobrom obmzoate, 
CeH3Br(N0 2 ).C0GEt, crystallises in needles (m. p. = 66 3 ), which 
are insoluble in water, but easily soluble in alcohol and in ether. 

That nitro-orthobromobenzoic acid has the constitution — 

[COOH : Br : N0 2 = 1:2:5], 

was proved by converting it (by treatment with aqueous ammonia) 
into nitro-amidobenzoic acid (m. p. 270°), which is identical with that 
obtained by Waltenberg (Her., 8, 1217) from ethyl paranitrosalicylate. 
Now Kruse has shown that the nitro-group of this acid must be in 
the meta-position in reference to the carboxyl-group, and hence the 
acid must have one of the two following constitutions : — 

[COOH : NHa : HO* = 1: 2? 3, or 1: 2 : 5], 

but the fact that nitro-orthobromobenzoic acid gives paranitraniline 
(m. p. 148°) on treatment with alcoholic ammonia proves that the 
latter of these is the true one. T. C. 

Paranitroplienylacetic Acid. By T. Maxwell (Her,, 12, 1764 
— 1768). — The nitrophenylacetio acid (m. p. 114°) which Radziszewski 
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( fi*r. n 2, 20 V and 3, t'4S ) obtained by nitrating phenylacetic acid is not 
a definite compound, but a mixture of para- and ortlio-nitrophenylaeetic 
which cannot be separated by recrystallisation from alcohol. 
The mixed acid-, (m. p. 114 c ) were converted into methyl salts and 
dissolved in boiling light petroleum, when pure metbyl paranitro- 
pbenylaceti*te was deposited in long glistening^ needles (m, p. S4^), 
leaving a mixture of metbyl ortho- and pai*a-nitiopbenylaoetates in 
the mother-bqnor. 

The paranitro acid crystallises in silky needles (m. p. 152°) soluble 
in alcohol, ether, and benzene. On oxidation, it yields paranitroben- 
zolc acid (m. p. 23b 2 ), and on redaction with tm and hydrochloric 
acid, amidophenrlaeetie acid. 

Uar'tim nu itrojfhenylacetate crystallises in yellow anhydrous 
needles, freely soluble in w ater. 

The zlt c salt forms needles containing one mol. H^O, the Bilvtr salt 
also forms colourless needles, which are sparingly soluble in cold water. 
The salts of the alkalis are very soluble. Methyl pamnitrojphenylacetate 
inelt& at 54°, and is soluble iu alcohol, benzene, and ether. The addi- 
tion of a few drops of alcoholic potash produces a beautiful violet 
coloration in the alcoholic solution of this substance. 

The ethyl salt crystallises in thin plates (m. p. G5’5 r ) soluble in 
alcohol and ether. W. C. W. 

Polymerised Non-saturated Acids. By B>. Fittig (Ber., 12, 
1739 — 1744). — When methacrylic acid is heated at 130° in sealed 
tubes, it is converted into a polymeric modification in the form of a 
white hard mass resembling porcelain in appearance. This substance 
does not dissolve id water, but slowly unites with it, forming a clear 
tianspaient liquid, from which the polymeride can be separated as a 
colourless gelatinous mess, by filtration. Attempts to ascertain the 
constitution of this compound have been unsuccessful, since it is either 
not acted on by treatment with oxidising agents, or else completely 
destroyed. 

I*atri ] ic tu i*l obtained by heating atropie acid at a temperature 
above its melting point, is converted into antbraqumono and ortho- 
bcnzoylbenzoic acid, Ph.CO.C 8 H 4 .COOH (b. p. 127°) when chromic 
acid is added in small portions at a time, to an acetic acid solution of 
the acid. 

By the action of sulphuric acid on isatropic acid at a temperature 
not exceeding 3lf , carbonic oxide and a monobasic acid, O^HuO* are 
produced. The acid is deposited from an alcoholic solution in colour- 
less plates which melt at 156°, and decompose on distillation into 
cail onic anhydride and a liquid hydrocarbon, C^Hn (b. p. 320°). If 
the mixture of sulphuric and isatropic acids is heated at 100°, a sul- 
phonic acid, CibHi.feOj or C^HjaSOa is formed. This compound, 
which can also be prepared by the action of sulphuric acid on the new 
acid, C l7 H 14 0_, is insoluble in water. It dissolves in acetic acid and 
crystallises fiom this solution in transparent prisms, which melt with 
decomposition at 258°. 

The solution of the sulphonic acid in water containing sodium car- 
bonate may be preserved in the dark without undergoing any alteia- 
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tion, but on exposure to the light, the liquid rapidly becomes turb.d, 
and deposits a yellow precipitate (m. p. 193°), soluble in alcohol. 

Isatropic acid is decomposed by distillation, yielding (1) a hydro- 
carbon, C 16 Hu (b. p. 320°) ; (2) a monobasic acid, C17H14O2, crystal- 
lising in prisms (m. p. 163°), which is not identical with the pre- 
viously described acid of the same composition ; (3) a soluble acid, 
probably CnH 16 0 2 , not yet obtained in the crystalline state. From 
the preceding observations, the author concludes that the conversion 
of atropic into isatropic acid, may be best represented thus : — 


COOH.CPk:CH 3 

COOH.CPh:CH 3 

2 mols. atropic acid. 


COOH.GPi<^-‘^>CH.COOH 

Isatropic acid. 


In the preparation of isatropic acid by the long-continued boiling 
of atropic acid with water, a second polymeride is formed. On re- 
crystallising the product from acetic acid, the new acid is found in 
the mother-liquor, from which it can be obtained in plates (m. p. 205°). 
It is converted into isatropic acid (m. p. 237") by exposure to a tem- 
perature of 220° for some time. 

Cinnamic acid can easily be polymerised, but the dibasic acid, 
CisH 16 0 4 , corresponding to isatropic acid, has not yet been isolated. 
The monobasic acid, Ci7H l6 0 2 , is formed by boiling a solution of cin- 
namic acid in 5 parts of glacial acetic acid with J its volume of 
sulphuric acid, or by treating cinnamic acid with sulphuric acid 
diluted with 1 J times its volume of water. In the latter method, the 
hydrocarbon, Ci 8 H 16 (b. p. 810 — 312°), described by Erlenmeyer as 
distyrene, and also investigated by Krateau (Iter., 11, 12t50), is ob- 
tained as a bye-product. The acid, C l7 Ht b O;», is a colourless amor- 
phous substance, insoluble in water, but dissolved by ether, alcohol, 
and acetic acid. Its calcium salt is insoluble in hot water. 

w. c. w. 

The Isomeric Nitrosalicylic Acids. By H. Schiff and 
F. Marino ( Gazzetta , 9, 318 — 327). — In the first part of the paper the 
authors give an account of the various researches w hich have been 
made on the nitrosalicylic acid obtained by the action of dilute nitric 
acid on indigo, hitherto supposed to be homogeneous, and the nitro- 
salicylic acid from salicin or salicylic acid, which has been shown to 
be a mixture of two isomerides, melting at 125° (141® when anhydrous) 
and at 228° respectively. The authors find, however, that the nitro- 
salicybc acid from indigo may also be separated into two portions, one 
melting at 125° and the other at 228°. This is affected by first con- 
verting the crude acid into ammonium salt, and after separating the 
resin, boiling the solution with excess of baryta-water. The barium 
salts thus obtained are then separated by fractional crystallisation, 
the one containing the acid of melting point 228° being least soluble. 
According to the authors, the acid which forms anhydrous crystals 
(m. p. 228°) has the constitution [OOOH : OH : HO* = 1:2: 6], whilst 
the acid crystallising with one HiO (m. p. 125°) has the constitution 
[1:2:3]. From these results, it is evident that the acid obtained 
Irora indigo, like that from salicin or salicylic acid, is a mixture of two 
isomerides. C. E. G. 
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Artificial Tannin. By P. Freda. (Gazzetta, 9, 327 — 332). — The 
author ha^ repeated tlie experiments described by Schiff ( Gazzetta, 8, 
;U»:3, and this Journal, Abst., 1879, 646), but obtains totally different 
results, all tending to confirm the conclusion at which he had arrived, 
that the supposed digallic acid or artificial tannin of Schiff, obtained 
bv the action of ar?enic acid on gallic acid, is merely an arsenical 
compound of gallic acid. He has analysed the precipitate formed in 
quinine solution, and finds that it contains as much as / — 8 per cent, of 
arsenic in different specimens ; when the arsenic is removed, none of 
the tannin reactions could be observed. The author’s experiments 
v'i ity that arsenic acid, whether in aqueous or alcohol solution, does not 
transform gallic acid into digallic acid, but into an arsenical compound, 
\\ hieh ha^ some properties in common with tannin, and that when 
this compound is freed from arsenic by hydrogen sulphide, gallic acid 
is regenerated. The author has observed also that the melting point 
of crullic acid is much lower (210°) when it is gradually heated than 
when it is rapidly heated (240—252°), probably owing to incipient 
decomposition. C. E. Gh 

Amidobenzenedisnlpltonic Acids. By 0. Zander (Annalen, 
198. 1 — 29). — <T.) Pa ram idnbenzen&Usulphm ic or disulphmilic acid , 
CfiHj^H 3 (SO a H ) 2 .2H 3 0 [S0 3 H : S0 3 H : 2fH 3 = 1:3: 4], is obtained 
by the action of faming sulphuric acid on paramidobenzenesulphonic 
acid (sulphanilic acid), and is also found in the mother-liquor left in 
the preparation of sulphanilic acid. It crystallises in small reddish 
needles, which dissolve readily in water and alcohol, but not in ether. 
Bromine throws down tribromaniline from an aqueous solution of the 
acid. It forms normal and acid salts, the former of which dissolve 
easily in water, the latter less readily, whilst both are insoluble in 
alcohol. Xormal ammouiumparamidobenzenedisulpkonate, 

C 3 H 8 (NH 2 ) (SO3NH4VHA 

forms small transparent; yellowish hexagonal prisms. The acid salt , 
C«H 3 (NHj(SOjHj.SOjXH4.2H a O, crystallises in large white needles, 
which become reddish when exposed to the air. 

The normal potassium salt, C«H 3 NH 2 (S0 3 K) 2 .H20, forms very hard 
yellowish nodules, and the acid salt white silky needles. 

The salts of calcium, barium, lead, and silver, resemble those 
described, except that the acid calcium salt and both the silver salts 
are anhydrous. 

piazoparabenzenedisulphonic acid , C 6 H a (SQ *H) I H 2 S0 3 may be ob- 
tained by the action of nitrous acid on an alcoholic solution of the 
amidodisnlphonic acid, but a better method of preparing it is by 
nitration of an acid salt. 

The diazoparabenzenedisulphonates dissolve in cold water, and are 
precipitated by alcohol from the aqueous solution. They do not 
expire by percussion. Heated on platinum foil they burn brightly, 
leaving a carbonaceous residue. When heated with alcohol, or boiled 
with water or with hydrobromic acid, they yield benzenedisulphonates, 
phenoldisulphonates, and bromobenzenedisulphonates. 

Ammonium diasoparalenze^iedUulphonat^ CaH^HH^SOa) I 5T a S0 3 , 
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prepared by passing nitrons acid into an ice-cold concentrated solution 
of hydrogen-ammonium paramidobenzenedisulphonate, forms white 
needles. The potassium salt obtained in a similar manner is also 
anhydrous. The barium and calcium salts contain 2, the lead salt 
3 mols. of water of crystallisation. 

Mdabenzevedisnlphonic add [SO } H: S0 3 H = 1 : 3]. — When calcium 
diazoparabenzenedisulphonate is heated with alcohol under pressure, 
nitrogen is evolved, and the free benzenedisulphonic acid is found in 
the solution (this Journal, 1878, Abst., 409). 

Bromobenzenedisulphonic acid [S0 3 H : SO a H : Br = 1 : 3 : 4], is 
obtained by heating the salts of the diazodisulphonic acid with hydro- 
bromic acid, converting the potassium salt into the chloride, and 
heating the latter with water at 150°. It crystallises in slender 
transpai*ent, deliquescent needles, and seems to be identical with 
Heinzelman’s /9-bromobenzenedisulphonic acid and bolting’s bromo- 
benzenedisulphonic acid (see this Jonrnal, 1878, Abst., 410, and vol. 
13 , 895, 1195, and Ber., 7 , 1811). The normal salts dissolve readily 
in water ; acid salts could not be obtained. 

Potassium bromobenzenedisnlphonate , C c H 3 Br(SO a K)o.HoO, obtained 
by decomposing the potassium diazo-satt with concentrated hydro- 
bromic acid, crystallises in small white nodular masses. 

The barium salt contains 4 mols. B?0. The silver salt is anhydrous. 

Bromobenzenedisulphonic chloride , CgHaBi^SCbCl)^ is formed by the 
action of phosphorus pentachloride on the potassium salt. It melts at 
103 — 105 . 

Brnmobenzenedisulphonamide, C6H 3 ’Br( SOo.bTHo)^ obtained by warm- 
ing the chloride with strong ammonia, forms slender white needles 
(m. p. 238°), sparingly soluble in cold, but readily in hot water. 

Action of Bromine on Paramidubenzenedisulph mic Acid. — The pro- 
ducts are tribromaniline, dibromamidobenzenesulphouic and paramido- 
bromobenzenedisulphonic acids. 

Paramidobromobenzenedisulphonic acid , [S0 3 H : 60 3 H : NH* : Br 
= 1 : 3 : 4 : 5], consists of masses of slender microscopical needles, 
which have ‘sometimes a silky lnstre. It dissolves readily in water, 
and forms normal and acid salts, of which the former are the more 
soluble. 

The ammonium salt, 08H3Br(NH 3 )(S0 3 lSrH4)2.2H 2 0, crystallises in 
transparent, bright yellow hexagonal prisms, which are decomposed 
with explosive violence by concentrated nitric acid. 

The potassium salt resembles the ammonium salt; the normal salt 
of barium has 3, the acid 1, and the add lead salt 5 mols. of H 2 0. 

The diazobromobenzenedisulphonic acid , C 3 H a Br(S0 3 H)N 3 S0a.2Ha0, 
is obtained by the action of nitrous acid on bromoparamidobenzene- 
disulphonic acid in white tabular crystals, which are not explosive. 
They evolve nitrogen when their aqueous solution is heated. The 
potassium salt forms pointed microscopical prisms, and contains 
3 mols. H a O. 

Dibromamidobenzenedisulphonic acid [S0 3 : Br : NH# : Br = 
1 : 3: 4 : 5], crystallises in pale reddish crusts, formed of prisms con- 
taining 2H>0, which effloresce when exposed to the air. It is easily 
soluble in water, sparingly in spirit. 
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The l frtVi. 4 salt with. 5H.0 forms white crystals, which acquire a red 
tint on exposure to air; they are slightly soluble, and are dtcompobed 
at . 

The diazu-u uq mad of this acid yields a dibromohenzenesnl phonic acid , 
"SO II : Br : Br = 1 : 3 : 5", and also a tribromo-acid [S0 3 : Br : Br : Br 
^ 1°: 3:4: 5~\ " . 

(±) Or f t <futl lohtti-tuer'l Uni phonic acid is obtained from orthainido- 
benzei esulplionic acid by the action of fuming' sulphuric acid at 
] 7. t — j>< 1 9 ail( i i s identical with disulphanilic acid. It crystallises in 
fidendtr red microscopical needles, soluble in "water, and forms normal 
laid acid salts. Bromine precipitates tribro m an i line (m. p. 118*5°) 
irom dilute aqueous solutions of the acid. 

The j ftitti'inui, hart am, and lead salts have been prepared. 

The hat tint di tztdteuzeaedkulphonafe is obtained by the action of 
nit r» <ns acid on a cold concentrated solution of the barium salt of the 
ami do-acid. 

(O.j Mehitnidohetizenpflisulphonic acid , CaH^fl^nSo) (SO^H^^H^O, is 
formed from metamidobenzenesulphonic acid by heating it with 
fuminsr sulphuric acid at 180°. It forms rhombic octohedrons, easily 
soluble in water and in alcohol; it slowly absorbs moisture on exposure 
to the air, and quickly effloresces over sulphuric acid. When heated, it 
melts in its water of crystallisation and decomposes, leaving an easily 
combustible carbonaceous residue. Concentrated nitric acid causes it 
to deflagrate. It forms normal and acid salts, of which the latter are 
less soluble than the former. The salts of ammonium, potassium, barium , 
anil lead have been prepared, and resemble in general characters the 
salts previously described. The acid potassium salt is anhydrous. 

When metamidobenzenedisulphonic acid is acted on by nitrous acid 
a di tzn-ticid is formed, which yields salts with potassium, &c. When 
the potassium salt, CVh^KSOj) .* N 3 SOj, is heated with alcohol under 
pressure, a new body is formed containing an acid, which the author 
names oxt th/U e uzemd is ulj hunk acid, C 0 H3(EtO)(SO J H) 2 . The potas- 
sium salt of this acid crystallises in slender, yellow transparent 
litedks, soluble in water, and precipitated by alcohol from the aqueous 
solution as a white powder, red issolving in water with a yellow colour. 

The barium salt crystallises with 2H 2 0, when the solution is rapidly 
evaporated, otherwise with 3H 2 0. 

The chloride , C b Hj(EtO ; ( SChCl^, obtained from the acid by 
treatment with phosphorus pentachioride, forms white hexagonal 
] lutes (m. p. 10<! — 105“*), soluble in benzene, apparently forming a 
compound with it. Strong ammonia converts the chloride into tho 
* htide, which crystallises in nodular groups of needles (m. p. 233°). 
This behaviour of the diazo-compound with alcohol is similar to 
that of orthamidotoluene-parasulphonic acid described bv Hayduch 
(Aauulen, 172, 215). 

The hromuhv nzeaed imlphonic acid , C 6 HJBr(SO H) 2 , is formed when 
liydrobromic acid acts on the diazobenzenedisulplionates (obtained 
from the acid metamidobenzenedisulphonates). It consists of slender, 
white deliquescent needles, and forms sparingly soluble normal salts, 
resembling in general characters those previously described. 

lit umobeuxeaedhsulphim ic chloride , C 6 0 3 Br(SO,jCl)2 melts at 104°. 



ORGANIC CHEinSTRY. 


125 


firoirtobpnzmrfivrfphnnfihiiilf*,' C t H 3 Br(S0 2 .XH a ) 2 , formed by tho 
&ction of ammonia on the chloride, forms slender silky needles 
(m. p. 210°). G. T. A. 

Synthesis of Phenylnaphthalene, By W. Smith ( Bet 12, 
2049 — 2053). — The author has recently shown that when a mixture 
of bromobensene and naphthalene is passed through a red-hot tube 
containing pumice stone, phenylnaphthalene, CnELrPh, dinaphthyl, 
and diphenyl are formed. An increased yield of phenylnaphthalene 
effected by distilling the crude product, and again passing the -first 
portion of the distillate mixed with a fresh portion of naphthalene 
through the red-hot tube. 

The new hydrocarbon crystallises in colourless transparent scales 

/YY /N 

(m. p. 95° con\), and probably has the constitution I I , 

W \/ 

W. C. TT. 


Action of Iodine on Oil of Turpentine. Bv H. E. Armstrong 
Tier, 12, 1756 — 1759). — When turpentine oil is Seated in a retort 
with one-fourth its weight of iodine, no apparent change takes place 
until half the liquid has distilled over ; at this stage hydriodie acid and 
iodine vapours are given off. The distillate is now poured back into 
the retort, and the distillation continued. These operations are 
repeated until iodine vapours are evolved as soon as the distillation is 
commenced ; the product is then distilled in a current of steam. The 
residue consists of colophene ; the chief portion of the distillate boils 
between 155 — 160°. 175 — 180°, and at 170°; it contains eymene and a 
mixture of two hydrocarbons of the composition C 10 H 20 , one of which 
boils at about 160 s , and the other at about 170°. Cymene is the only 
hydrocarbon of the benzene series which is produced by this reaction. 

w. c. w. 

Formation of Resin, and Chemistry of Ethereal Oils. By 
Dragendorff (Arch, Pharm. [3], 15, 50 — 54). — Of the two theories 
that have been proposed for the formation of resins, the author con- 
siders that the oxidation theory is the correct one. It was found that 
the oil of Pinus puviilio, when kept for a year in a flask, deposited a 
crystalline resin having the composition C W H 0 Oi ; it is hence inferred 
that all resins are produced by the oxidation of hydrocarbons. The 
presence of water does not appear to aid the formation of the resin. 
Certain oils after they have been kept for some time vill no longer 
mix to a clear solution with excess of alcohol, although a small quan- 
tity of alcohol produces no turbidity. This turbidity is due to the 
precipitation of the resin which was dissolved in the oil 

This theory is opposed to experiments made by Godeffroy and Lie- 
bermann (Zeits, OesL Apot, 15 , 583), in which they found that oil 
freshly prepared from green juniper berries, became turbid on addition 
of alcohol. The author, however, found that oil of unripe juniper 
berries, prepared by himself, did not become turbid ; he can, therefore, 
account for the results of Godeffroy only by the supposition that the 
oil from green junipers oxidises more rapidly than that prepared from 
the ripe berries. 33. W. P. 
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Action of Zinc-dust on Resins. By G. L. Ci amici an (Qazzetta, 
9 ? 304 — 318;. — The first two sections of this paper describing the 
products obtained from abietic acid and from elemi-rosin, have already 
appeared in this Journal (Abst,, 1878, 488, and 1871), t>9). The tliird 
treats of the action of zinc-dust on gum ammoniac. ^ The rosin after 
being’ separated from the gum by means of alcohol is distilled with 
zinc-dust in a current of hydrogen, when it yields about 45 per cent, 
of an oily liquid. By distilling this in a current of steam, and by 
repeated fractional distillation, it may be separated into four por- 
tions— one boiling at 136—138°, which gives isophthalic and tere- 
phthalic acids on oxidation, and is a mixture of mota- aud para- 
xylenes, G 6 H 10 ; the second (b. p. 160°) is metamebhylethylheusrnp, 
C 9 H 12 ; the third, boiling at 190—192°, the methyl ether of orlhoethyl- 
pheuol , O b H 9 .]VIeO, which when heated with hydriodie acid yields 
methyl iodide and orthoethyl phenol, C 8 H ]0 O. The phenol is oxidised 
to salicylic acid by fusion with potash, and does not appear to be 
identical with any of the known ethylphenols (comp. Amutleu, 102, 
166; 156, 211 and 251 ; 170, 345). The fourth fraction (b. p. 235) 
is a homologue of benzene of the formula O 13 H 5 K), and on oxidation 
with chromic mixture yields acetic and! propionic acids and a small 
quantity of benaoic acid. 0. E. G. 

Formation of Complex Glucosides. By H. Scum (Jlr 12, 
2032 — 2035). — Metamido benzoic acid dissolves in a warm, aqueous 
solution of helicin. On evaporating the liquid, a transparent, fluo- 
rescent, glass-like substance remains, which can bo obtained in colour- 
less plates (m. p. 142°) by recrystallisation from alcohol. This com- 
pound has the composition Cd&itOi.C^TNOi, or 


CHO.(CH.OH) 4 CH 2 .O.C <> H4.CH(OH).J5tH.CaH 4 .COOH. 

By boiling with acids it is decomposed into glucose, an amido-ueul, and 
an aidehydephenol. Similar crystalline compounds arc formed w lien 
the hydrochlorides of amidoeitmamic and amidosalicytic ( 1 : 2 : 8 and 
1 : 2 : 5) acids aie added to a solution ©f helicin in diluio soda. They 
are purified by recrystallisation from alcohol, and have the ooin|x>hitioii 
GiJHiflOr.GioHiaNOs and CiiHiaOv.C-rlljNOi respectively. 

Unstable substances having the general formula 

OHO.(OH.OH) 4 .OH 3 .O.CeHa(OH).SO J .O.NU l .O rt ir w .GOOU, 

are obtained by dissolving helicin in an aqueous solution of amido- 
benzoic acid, glycocine, leucine, &c., saturating with sulphurous oxide, 
and evaporating the liquid over sulphuric acid. 

These compounds slowly lose a portion of their sulphurous oxide 
at the ordinary temperature ; they resemble the compounds of iho 
aldehydes with acid potassium sulphite in their behaviour with dilute 
adds. VV\ 0. W. 

Economical Process for Preparing Bibasic Quinine Citrate. 

ByP. Do’ito-Scuibani {Qazzetta, 9, 2b3— 285).— Two processes uro 
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at present employed for the preparation of quinine citrate, either hy 
dissolving- quinine in boiling water by the aid of citric acid, or by 
adding the requisite quantity of sodium citrate solution to quinine 
sulphate dissolved in 40 partis of boiling water. On cooling, quinine 
citrate crystallises out. The author finds it much more economical 
first to prepare calcium citrate hy neutralising boiling lemon- juice with 
lime, washing the precipitate with boiling water, and, after drying, 
decomposing it with quinine sulphate. For this purpose IOC grams 
of quinine snlphate are dissolved in 3 litres of boiling wator previously 
acidified with 3 669 grams sulphuric acid, 32*G85 grams of the dry 
calcium citrate are added, and the whole boiled for half an hour. On 
cooling, the clear solution deposits quinine citrate in tufts of needles, 
which may he purified hy recrystallisation. The mother-liquors yield 
a further quantity of the citrate on evaporation. 0. E. 0. 

Piperidine. By H. Schiff (Qazzetta,9, 333 — 335). — Considering 
the supposition that piperidine is a methylcrotonylamine as the most 
simple, the author determined to make attempts to reduce it, in hopes 
of obtaining normal methylbutylamine, hut not succeeding, he then 
tried the reduction of a bromine derivative. He found that acetyl- 
piperidine in chloroform solution absorbed a molecule of bromine with 
avidity, but no crystalline compound could be obtained from it, neither 
did the action of reducing agents lead to any satisfactory result. He 
then prepared phth a lylpiperide, CaH^CO.N" C 5 Hi 0 ) 2y hy the evaporation 
of an alcoholic solution of piperidine (2mols.) and phthalic anhydride 
(1 mol.). It forms large transparent crystals which readily unite with 
bromine, producing the compound CeH^CO.NCaHjo^B^ ; this crys- 
tallises in long colourless needles, very soluble in water or alcohol, but 
insoluble in ether. When treated with potash, it does not yield mono- 
bromopiperidine as might he expected, but all the bromine is removed, 
and the original compound is regenerated: silvor oxide acts in a 
similar manner. From this it would seem improbable that the double 
bond in piperidine exists between two carbon atoms, but rather that it 
is between a carbon atom and a nitrogen atom. 0. E. Gh 

Alkaloids of “ Alstonia Constricta” By Oberijn and Rohlag- 
dtoiiauffkn (Phnnu. J . Tram. [3], 10, 1059 — 1060). — The bark was 
exhausted successively with ether, alcohol, and water, which took up 
1*038, 27’740, and T375 per cent, respectively, hut no examination 
was made of tho alcoholic or aqueous oxtract. The orange-coloured 
residue left on evaporation of tho othcreal extract was taken up with 
dilute hydrochloric acid (1 : 200), treated with animal charcoal, and 
prooipitatod with ammonia. Tho driod precipitate was then exhausted 
with other, evaporated, taken up with dilute acid, and reprecipitated, 
repeating these operations until all colouring matter was removed. 
It was finally obtained in silky tufts of lustrous needles by reorystalli- 
sation from ether, Tt is soluble in ether, alcohol, chloroform, benzene, 
acetone, and light potroloum, moderately soluble in boiling water, but 
insolublo in the cold. It dissolves readily in dilute acids, and is pre- 
cipitated by the same reagents as the other alkaloids. It is easily 
soluble in concentrated sulphuric, nitric, or hydrochloric acids, without 
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any perceptible coloration, but on diluting these solutions with water, 
a beautiful blue fluorescence is produced. Concentrated sulphuric 
acid and potassium dichromate colour the crystals of an intense blue- 
green, passing to violet and then to purple ; on adding water a crimson 
solution is obtained. 

The ethereal mother-li quors from which the alstonino had crystal- 
lised left an amorphous alkaloid on evaporation, which the authors 
propose to call ahtouicinp. It resembles alstonine in many points, but 
is only sparingly soluble in boiling water. It dissolves in concentrated 
sulphuric and hydrochloric acids with a greenish-brown tint ; whilst 
with nitric acid it gives a splendid crimson-red. The acid solutions of 
the amorphous alkaloid do not exhibit fluorescence. The authors arc 
of opinion that alstonine and alstonicine may possibly be related in 
the same way that quinine and quinicine are. C. E. Gt. 

S&tureja Juliana. By P. Spica (Gazzetta, 9, 285 — 289). — Tin’s 
plant, called “ erva de ibhsi 99 in the Sicilian dialect, is used by tho 
peasantry to prepare a decoction which is taken in cases of intermit- 
tent fever : it is an herbaceous plant of the labiate order, having an 
aromatic odour, and somewhat pungent taste. In order to ascertain 
to what the active properties of the plant were due, the residue leii 
on evaporating the alcoholic extract of the plant was washed with cold 
alcohol to free it as much as possible from chlorophyll, then dissolved 
in boiling alcohol, precipitated with an alcoholic solution of lead 
acetate, and filtered boiling. After separating the excess of lead by 
adding ammonia carbonate to the clear liquid, it was concentrated 
and precipitated with water. The substance was further purified by 
treating its alcoholic solution with animal charcoal and again pre- 
cipitating with water. The white gelatinous product was separated 
by means of ether into two compounds, one of which, moderately 
soluble in ether (m. p. 204 — 205 j, gave numbers agreeing with tlio 
formula CaH^Oi, or, with less probability, OqHjcO. The other sub- 
stance, which is much less soluble in ether, especially in the cold, 
does not melt even at 250°, and above that temperature it in decom- 
posed; the results of the analysis agree itli tho formula Oj, I r Wl Oi* 
Tho more soluble substance acquires a greenish-yellow tinge when 
boiled 'with, dilute sulphuric acid, but otherwise remains unchanged: 
a minute quantity dissolves, but the solution does not reduce Folding's 
test, although when evaporated at 100° it blackens and emits an odour 
between that of wax and caramel. This is only a preliminary notice, 
the author intending to examine the plant more carefully as soon as 
he can obtain a sufficient quantity. 0. E. Ck 

Carica Papaya and Papayatin. By J. Ve ceolt (Pham. J. 
Trans . [3], 10, 343— 346, and 383 — 386). — The author gives a detailed 
description of the Ocu ica papaya, or papaw tree, its growth and cul- 
tivation. The trees are dioecious and hermaphrodite; the herma- 
phrodite variety is called Mamao macho (male mamao), tho fruit 
bearing variety Mamao femea (female mamao), and a cultivated variety 
of the latter Mamao melao (papaw-bearing mamno). 

Fruit. — The fruit is gathered in the full-grown but unripe condi- 
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tion, when it contains a considerable quantity of a milky juice, -which 
disappears almost entirely on ripening, and in the “ mamao macho” is 
found a caoutchouc-like substance; in the “mamao femoa,” a soft 
yellow resin; and in the “mamao melao,” a dark reddish-yell ow 
fatty oil ; these substances doubtless originated from the milky juice. 
The ripe fruit contained no free acid. The analyses of the fresh fruit 
of the three varieties freed from acid gave the following numbers : — 


Caoutchouc-like substance 

Soft yellow resin 

Reddish-yellow fat 

Albuminoids 

Sugar . 

Pectinous matter 


Tartaric acid "1 
Citric 'acid > 
Malic acid J 
Dextrin, &c . . . 
Water 


combined with 
bases 


Cellulose 


Mamao 

Mamao 

Mamao 

femoa. 

melao. 

nracko. 

— 

— 

0-046 

0165 

— 

— 

— 

0-020 

— 

1-070 

0-500 

0-735 

3-238 

3-580 

4-333 

1-315') 

0-075 

0-020 

► 0-483 

2-332 

0-083 

5-503 

85-351 

92-500 

89-445 

3-180 

2-920 

5-091 


The fresh fruit of the “ mamao femea” gave 1*239 per cent, of ash* 
and the dried fruit, 8*457 per cent. It contains a large amount of 
soda, potash, and phosphoric acid. 

Seeds. — The examination of the seeds is not yet completed, but a de- 
tailed account of the method of analysis is given. They are found to 
contain: — An oil, Papaya oil; Oaricin , an oil-like substance, with a 
disagreeable taste and smell, soluble in ether and alcohol; an acid 
similar to palmitic acid, Oarica fat acid ; a crystalline add, Papayic 
add , insoluble in cold water, but soluble in hot water and alcohol ; a 
resin acid having an irritating and bitter taste, insoluble in water and! 
ether, soluble in alcohol and alkalis ; and a soft resin similar to that 
found in the fruit flesh of the “ mamao fomea.” 

Milhj Juice . — This juice occurs in all parts of the plant, but in quan- 
tity only in the unripe fruit. It is extracted with difficulty, the method 
being to make longitudinal incisions through the skin of the growing 
fruit, and as soon as one wound ceases to yiold any juico, another is 
made ; the gathered fruit yields only a few drops of juice. The milk 
resembles sheets milk, bas a strongly acid reaction, and gelatinises 
when mixed with three timos its volume of water ; it is without smell, 
and its taste is astringent and bitter: its sp. gr. = 1*023 at 20°. 
Analyses of the milk were made in various ways. 

(I.) The milk was repeatedly shaken with ether until nothing more 
was extracted. The ethereal solution, on evaporation, left a residue of 
wax, Mamao wax. The residue, insoluble in ether, was treated with 
alcohol, which extracted a resin, and the insoluble portion was treated 
with water and filtered ; a caoutchouc-like substance remained on the 
filter ; the filtrate was treated with absolute alcohol, when a white pre- 
cipitate of papayotin was thrown down, whioh, when dried over cal- 
VOL. xxxviu. k 
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eium chloride, formed an amorphous powder. Tho alcoholic filtrate 
contained a small quantity of extractive matter; 7*845 per cont. of 
papayotin was obtained by this method. 

(II.) A quantity of the milk was evaporated to dryness, and tho 
mass exhausted successively with ether, alcohol, and rectified spirit; tho 
insoluble residue was dissolved in water, and alcohol addod to the 
solution, when a light-brown precipitate separated out of parayajiayotin 
(5'338 per cent.), a substance formed by the decomposition of papayotin 
by heat. 

(III.) The milk was mixed with four times its volume of water, fil- 
tered from insoluble matter, and the filtrate treated with absolute 
alcohol. The precipitate was dried over calcium chloride, and con- 
sisted of snow-white papayotin to the amount of 3*702 per coni. 

(IV.) The milk was exhausted repeatedly with warm water; tho 
aqueous extracts concentrated, filtered, and precipitated with absolute 
alcohol ; 4’304 per cent, of papayotin of a greyish colour was obtained. 

(V.) The aqueous extracts of the milk were treated with lead 
acetate, the precipitates decomposed with sulphuretted hydrogen, and 
the filtered solution treated with absolute alcohol, in ono caao without 
and in another after concentration. A difference in the colour of tho 
two products was all that was noticed. 

Mill from the Stem . — The stem yields but a small quantity of milk, 
which had more the consistency of cream fchnn that from the fruit. It 
contains 3*961 per cent, of snow-white papayotin. 

Green Leaves . — The leaves yield 33 per cent, of a green juice, which 
is treated with absolute alcohol and filtered ; the residue-washed freo 
from chlorophyll, and exhausted with water ; the solution which con- 
tains impure papayotin is precipitated with basic lead acetate, and 
the precipitate treated as in No. V. A yield of T17 per cent, is 
obtained. 

In the preparation of papayotin, strong heat should be avoided, to 
obtain an active product of a whito colour. The best papayotin is 
obtained by method I or III, or from tho stem; tho most advan- 
tageous source, however, is the leaves, notwithstanding tho small 
yield, since they can be obtained in large quantities. Papayotin is an 
amorphous, snow-white, non-Lygroseopic powder, without smell, but 
with a slightly sweet, saline, astringent haste. It is insoluble iu ether, 
alcohol, chloroform, and petroleum spirit, but soluble in glycerol and 
in water, nitric acid, and hydrochloric acid. Sulphuric acid colours 
it yellow; potash and soda colour it brown, and ammonia, yollow. 
An aqueous solution gave the following reactions White precipitates 
with alcohol, lead acetate, mercuric chloride, tannic acid, and sodium 
carbonate ; with silver nitrate, a white turbidity, which, ou standing, 
forms a deep yellow precipitate and a brown solution ; iodine solu- 
tion, a light-brown precipitate ; ferric chloride, slight yellow preci- 
pitate; with phosphoric acid, on standing, a white procipitaio: with 
Trammer s sugar-test, a beautiful violet-blue, which, after boiling 
became red- violet. D 

Papayotin readily dissolves roasted meat; *28 gram dissolved 
•2 gram meat in 10 minutes. Parapayotin has no action on cooked 
meat, even when heat is applied. Papayotin coagulates milk very 
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rapidly, as do those milk-juices of other Brazilian plants which have 
an acid reaction. 

The fruit of the Gurica papaya is used as a food, and the syrup 
formed hy boiling the juice of tho ripe fruit with sugar as a sedative 
and expectorant. The milky juice taken internally causes intestinal 
inflammation, but in small doses is given as a vermifuge, as are also 
the seeds. It is also used as a wash for the skin. 

These results confirm those of Witt mack and Boy. 

L. T. 0’S. 

Lithofellic Acid and some LithofeUates. By G. Koster 
( Guzsetta , 9, 3(54 — 393). — The finely-powdered oriental bezoar is ex- 
tracted with boiling alcohol, and the filtered solution allowed to eva- 
porate spontaneously, when it deposits tho impure lithofellic acid in 
crystalline crusts. This, after recry stallisation, is converted into tho 
sodium salt by neutralising tho alcoholic solution with sodium carbo- 
nate, evaporating to dryness, and extracting the sodium lithofellate 
from the residue by treatment with boiling absolute alcohol. Tho 
sodium salt is converted into the corresponding barium salt by decom- 
posing it in aqueous solution, with a slight excess of barium chloride, 
and may then be purified by recrystallisation. 

Bari am lithofellate , C w H7oBaO s .lOH 3 0, ma y be obtained from its 
aqueous solution in very perfect prismatic crystals, as much as 4 cm. 
long; they have many lateral faces, and are terminated by rliom- 
bohedral summits. The measurements show that they do not differ 
much from the rhombohedric system. The crystals (m. p. 185°) con- 
tain 10 mols. of water of crystallisation, of which they readily lose 4 
in a dry atmosphere, and the remainder at 150°. The salt is very 
soluble in boiling water and in alcohol. Its rotatory power in aqenous 
solution, as determined with a Wild’s polaristrobometer, is [a] D = 
4* 19*68°, at a temperature of 15°. 

Lithofellic acid , C2oH^Oi.H 3 0, is easily prepared from the barium 
salt by precipitating it in dilute solution with hydrochloric acid, and 
washing the precipitate with boiling water until the washings no 
longer give a precipitate witli silver nitrate. Prepared in this way, it 
is a white crystalline powder (m. p. 205°, covr.), which may be obtained 
in distinct crystals from its alcoholic solution. The general appearance 
of these crystals is that of a hexagonal prism ; but accurate measure- 
ments show that they are more complicated, and that they do not 
belong to the rhombohedric system, as staled by Hoppo-Seyler, but to 
the clinorhombic. The spocific rotatory power of the acid in alcoholic 
solution is [a] D = + 13*76°, as determined with a Wild’s polaristro- 
bometer. 

Sodium lithofellate , obtained by neutralising pure lithofellic acid 
with sodium carbonate and evaporating the aqueous solution, forms a 
gummy transparent mass, of pale yellow colour. It is exceedingly 
soluble both in water and in alcohol ; its solutions have a very bitter 
taste. Its concentrated alcoholic solution, on cooling, deposits tho 
sodium salt in microscopic crystals, consisting of stellate groups of 
slender needles. Its rotatory powor at a temperature of 14*5° is [a] D =s 
4* 18*16°. 

In recrystallising the crude precipitated barium lithofellate, a resi- 
ft 2 
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noid substance remains behind, apparently the barium salt of a new 
acid, but which the author has not as yet investigated. 

The author considers that although lithofellic acid differs from the 
bile acids, and especially from cholalic acid in its crystal lints form, in 
its behaviour with acids and with alkalis, and in its action on polarised 
light, it should yet be classed with them, considering tho ratio of the 
carbon and hydrogen, its dextroratoiy action, and its behaviour with 
Pettenkofer’s reagent. 0. JO, GK 

Diastase, By M. Baswitz (Per., 12, 1827 — 1831). — The author 
previously stated (Be?*,, 11, 1443, and this Journal, 1873, Abut, 5)03) 
that the presence of carbonic acid is favourable to the conversion of 
starch into sugar by diastase. He now finds that djastaso acts on 
some specimens of commercial starch equally well in the absence of 
carbonic acid. 

Potato-pasto, rye meal, and barley extract contain a body which 
enables the diastase to convert the starch into sugar without tho pre- 
sence of carbonic acid. 

Tho action of diastase on starch is not affected by increased or 
diminished pressure. The most favourable temperature is about f>()° : 
above 60°, very littlo sugar is formed, the ferment boing dosi royed ; 
whilst below 45° the formation of sugar takes place but slowly, although 
the maximum amount will be formed if the experiment is carried on 
for a sufficient length of time. 

The quantity of sugar formed increases when the amount of diastase 
used is increased, but the increase is not proportional to the addi- 
tional diastase, W. 0. w. 


Chemistry of Vegetable Physiology and Agriculture. 

Fementation accompanied by formation of Hydrogen 
Sulphide, By P. Mujuel {Bull Bor , Chim. [2J, 32, 127 — 1;<H). — 
A. peculiar organism, existing in sewage water, has the power of con- 
verting not only combined, but oven free sulphur into hydrogen sul- 
phide. When placed in water containing solid albumin, this ferment 
causes the sulphur to be evolved in combination with hydrogeu, until 
the amount of gas has increased to GO — 70 e.c. per litre of liquid. Tho 
organism then dies. But if tho solution be made alkaline with ammo- 
nia, soda, potash, or lime, about twice as much hydrogen sulphide is 
produced, before the ferment ceases to act. The sulphur contained in 
india-rubber is also evolved by this organism, and if the hydrogen sul- 
phide be prevented from accumulating in the liquid, which can bo 
accomplished by passing a current of carbonic anhydride through it, 
the evolution goes on as long as sulphur is present. A litre of water, 
to which had been added sulphur, 4 per cent, of normal urine, and a 
trace of the ferment, evolved 0*236 gram of sulphur combined with 
hydrogen in two days. .To the naked eye, solutions undergoing this 
fermentation are almost limpid; the ferment, scon under tho microscope, 
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forms donated or circular cells of loss than a thousandth of a milli- 
meter in thickness. It is capable of existing in media free from 
oxygon. W. R. 

Bacillus Urese. By P. Miquil ( Bull Soo. Ohim. [2], 32, 12G — 127). 
— TIur ferment, which exists in sewage, belongs to the class named 
Amwbrn by Pasteur; it resists exposure for Some hours to a tempera- 
ture of 95—96°, and causes urea to disappear from urino. It also 
removes urea rapidly from a solution of pure urea to which a little 
golatin has been added. W. R, 

Researches on the Bleeding of Vines. By E. Rotondi and 
A, Gmzzoni (Bied Cmbr., 1879, 527— 530).— After giving the resalts 
of his analyses of the sap of vines cut in April and May, the first 
named author romarks that on the average a litre of vino-sap contains 
0147 gram of solids, and 0*052 gram of ash, the red sorts yield- 
ing, however, moro solids than the white ; the time of cutting does not 
seem to have any influence on the quantity of phosphoric aoid and 
potash contained in the sap. Ghizzoni’s investigations lead him to the 
additional conclusion that sap takon from a lower part of the plant 
contains moro mineral and less organic matter than that taken from 
upper parts. J. K. 0. 

Composition of the Kernels and Husks of the Seed of 
u Gleditschia Glabra." By J. Moser (Bled. Oeitir,, 1879, 388).— 
The author obtained the Mowing results 

Non- 

nitrogenous 

Water. Prototn. Put. extract, Fibre. Ash. Sand. 

Kernels. . 10*90 20*94 2*96 5168 10*66 2*77 0*09 

Husks .. 1*24 4*54 3*67 60*70 19*80 3*00 0*05 

After boiling with dilute sulphuric acid, it was found that 41*4 per 
cent, of the kernels had boon converted into dextrose. 

Tannic acid was found to bo present in the husks to the extent of 
77 percent. J, K. O. 

Ash of Different Parts of the Vine. By E, Roto™ (Biel 
Cmtr., 1879, 530— 532),— The following briefly noticed investigations 
of the mineral constituents of the must, branches, and loaves of the 
vino relate to the products of two vine hills in the neighbourhood of 
Ahti, on each of which wore planted throe kinds. Tho author gives the 
rosults of his analyses in tabular form, and infers from them that tho 
composition of the ash varies with the locality rather than with the 
sort of vino; potash is found in greatest quantity in the ash of the 
must (60 to 70 per cent.), and in the least (6 per cent) in that of the 
leaves, tho latter also boing poorest in phosphoric acid, and very rich 
in limo and silica, Soda is absent in all the samples analysed. 

3. K. O. 

Agricultural Chemistry in Japan. By E. Kinch (Chm, News , 
40, 195, 196).— This is a short account of the collection of soils, 
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manures, and agricultural products, shown by the Imperial College of 
Agriculture, Japan, at the International Exhibition, at Sidney. 
Accompanying the collection is a report containing analyses of the 
greater number of the products, from which Mr. It. Waring ton has 
selected those of the principal foods, such as rice, soy beans, sweet 
potato, large radish, sea-w'eods, tea, and saki. The last, a fermented 
liquor prepared from rice (this Journal, 1879, Abst., 413), contains front 
11*33 to 15*0 per cent, of alcohol, and the free acid, reckoned as acetic 
acid, amounts to 0*20 to 0*27 per cent. Besides these, the report 
contains analyses of manures, including lime, wood-ashes, niti'e, wasto 
■vegetable substances, and residue from various manufactures, fish 
manure, bone superphosphates, excrement of birds, and hair. There 
is also a summary oi the principal dye-stuffs and thoir methods of pre- 
paration, and the analyses of the most important. The different oils 
and waxes form the concluding section of the catalogue. 

L. T. 0\S. 

Method of Selecting Beet for Seeding. By D. JbiiI.p (W/W. 
Gevtr., 1879, 535 — 536). — This is usually done by taking the speeilie 
gravity of tho whole root ; but on account of the difficulties connected 
with this plan, the author suggests that pieces bo cut out ol tin* root, 
about one third from the top ; theso do not differ groutly in specific 
gravity from the rest of the root, and should be placed m a bath of 
salt of 105°, only those roots the cuttings from which sink being used 
for seed, J. K. 0. 

Relation of the Colour of Clover Seed to its Value. By 
G. Haberlandt ( Bied . Cent r., 1879, 532 — 534). — The author divides 
clover seed into two groups, the one comprising tho yellow and violet 
being more valuable and less altered by keeping than tho other group, 
in which he includes the brown and gray seeds, J. K. 0, 

Absorptive Power of Soil-constituents for Gases. By 0. 
Ammon (JJied. Oentr ., 1879, 511 — 515). — Tho substances used in theso 
experiments were sand, alunriuium silicate, calcium oui bona to, hy- 
drated oxide of iron, gypsum, clay, and humus, all powdered to variotw 
degrees of fineness. Tho author tried tho effect of aqueous vapour 
and ammonia on theso substances at various temperatures ; his experi- 
ments showing that the most favourable temperature for almorpt ion 
lay between 0°and 10°, and that tho quantity awu>rlx*d varied directly 
with the fineness to which tho substance had been powdered. Tho 
following are the numbers obtained, 100 c.c. of each substance being 
used, and the water being calculated by volamo in the state* of gas . 

Cubic centimetres of watcr-vnpour condensed l>\ 


At 

Humus. 

Ilyclrntod 
iroa oxide. 

Quart/!. 

G/tlcium 

ourbuiiato. 

Knolm. 

-10° C. 

12717 

12973 

2026 

208 

5378 

0 

14206 

47332 

2198 

4258 

5375 

10 

36504 

99712 

1185 

4775 

04 t7 

20 

26780 

98990 

277 

962 

1541 

30 

16497 

54753 

99 

233 

1335 
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Of ammonia gas at 0° 0. tlie following quantities were absorbed : — 

By flydratcd By (‘Hibernate 

By humus. iron oxide. By quartz. oi: lime. By kaolin. 

29517 38992 938 1552 2417 

Part of tbe ammonia was converted into nitric acid by tlie oxide of 
iron. Carbonic anhydride was absorbed in very small quantity, except 
in the case of hydrated oxide of iron, from which the gas could not 
bo expelled by air, as was the case in the ofchor materials employed. 

J3y treating the soil-constituents with marsh-gas, ompyreumatic 
substances were formed which prevented tho experiments in this direc- 
tion being completed. Tlie condensation was greatest. in the case of 
hydrated oxide of iron. Treatment with sulphuretted hydrogen was 
followed by a separation of sulphur in the case of all the substances 
employod: tho greatest increase in weight was observed in gypsum. 

( )xygon was not absorbed by quartz, carbonate of lime, or kaolin : 
humns even lost iu weight by exposure to the gas ; 100 c.c. of gypsum 
absorbed 1189, and 100 c.c. hydrated oxide of iron absorbed o05 c.c. 
of oxygen. The condensation power for nitrogen was greater, as is 
shown by the following numbers : — 

100 c.c\ of 

llydratod Carbonate 

llumus. iron oxulo. Sand, of lime. Kaolin. Gypsum. 

^nitrogon'} 120 2S986 24 3803 813 10253 

In this case also nitric acid was found in the aqueous extract from 
the hydrated oxide of iron. 

To show tho influence of oxide of iron on the absorption of nitrogen 
by the soil, tho author made the following determinations, in which 
ferruginous sand and clay, and the same substances freed from iron by 
hydrochloric acid, are compared in their absorptive power for nitro- 
gen ; — 

100 c.c. of sand 100 c.c. of kaolin 

Containing iron. Pure. Containing iron. Pure. 

Absorbed.. 217 101 1087 8 LG c.c. oi nitrogen. 

J. K. 0. 

Experiments on the Manuring of Barley. By P. Waonbr and 
W. Roiin (JIM. Uoitfr 1879, 515 — 519). — Tho soil in which these 
experiments wore carried out was a Hand containing percent. of 
humiiH, tho phosphate being applied in tho following experiments one 
day before, and the nitrogen (in tho form of Chili saltpetre) the day 
after sowing. The following table shows tho quantities of manure 
applied per hectare and the yield obtained ; — 


Com, Straw, 
Kilos. Kilos. 

(1.) TJnmanurod 44 20 3770 

(2.) 20 kilos, nitrogen 5280 4890 

(3.) 50 kilos, soluble phosphoric acid 4570 449tt 
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(4) 50 kilos, soluble phosphoric acid with 

20 kilos, nitrogen 

(5.) 50 kilos, phosphoric acid in tlio form 
of freshly precipi tjitod calcium phos- 
phate, and 20 kilos, nitrogen 

(6.) 50 kilos, soluble, with 43 kilos, insoluble 
phosphoric acid in form of phospho- 
rite, with 20 kilos, nitrogon 

(7.) 35 kilos, soluble, and 30 kilos, insoluble 
phosphoric acid as above, with 20 

kilos, of nitrogen 

(8.) 50 kilos, soluble phosphoric acid in the 
form of phosphate of potash, with 
20 kilos, nitrogen 


Corn. 

Kilos. 

Straw. 

Kilos. 

5320 

4020 

5600 

5110 

5970 

5370 

5660 

5350 

6170 

6500 


It is evident from tho above that although the soluble phosphoric 
acid yielded poor results, the use of saltpetre proved very advantageous. 
The reason of this may bo looked for in the fact that the soil was so 
very poor in lime as not to be able to arrest the phosphoric acid during 
its percolation through the soil after rains, thus only a small quantify 
of it came into actual contact with the roots of tho barley. This was 
•of course different in the cases of experiments (5), (6), and (7), whero 
part at least of the phosphoric acid was applied m tho insoluble form, 
and larger yields were the result. With regard to experiment (8), 
the authors do not explain whether the remarkable yield obtained was 
the result of the way in which ’the phosphoric acid was combined, or 
of the presence of potash. J> K. O. 

Manuring Experiments With Oats, By C. Jensskn ( DM . 
C&ntr ,, 1879, 519 — 523), — A field was marked off into cloven plots of 
975 square metres each ; of these two were not manured, tlm remain- 
ing nine being treated with quantities of manure of various sorts 
equal in value commercially. Tho table following shows the various 
manures used and the resulting produce : — 


^Quantity 
applied , q— - 

per hectare. Oram. 

Yield in 

Hi raw. 

Tililtr. 

Chili saltpetre 

Kilos. 

19 

Kilos. 

201 

Kilos. 

2(58 

Kilos. 

29 

Unmanured 



151 

190 

18 

Bone meal . . 

25 

181 

227 

21 

Bone meal superphosphate * . . , 

25 

373 

210 

21 

Ammoniacal superphosphate * . 

22 

177 

199 

20 

Peru guano ......... 

16 

181 

209 

17 

Unmanured ...... 

— 

168 

194 

1(5 

Bone guano superphosphate . . 

31 

194 

242 

17 

Animal manure. 

17-5 

172 

213 

18 

Stable dung 

1100 

194 

233 

23 

Mejillon guano superphosphate 

29-5 

170 

200 

11 
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Tho above tables show that Chili saltpetre, and next to it stable 
dung and bone guano superphosphate, produced the best yields. Fur- 
ther researches are necessary to establish any conclusions from the 
above results. J. K. C. 

Manuring of Beetroot. By 0. Vibrans (Bled. Cmtr ., 1879, 
525). — The object of these investigations -was to ascertain the value of 
the potash contained in molasses lees and charcoal residues as a 
manure. The action of several other well-known manures was tried, 
wish results not differing much from the ordinary. From his experi- 
ments the author draws the conclusion that the potash of the charcoal 
residues is in a form which can be more readily absorbed by the beet 
than tho potash of the lees. J. K. C. 

Manuring of Beetroot* By H. Bodevbender (Bied. Grntr ., 1879, 
523 — 524). — Samples of the sugar-beet taken from plots of land to 
which various manures had been applied, were tested for sugar at 
different periods of their growth. Tho seeds wore sown on the 9th 
of May, and from tho 1st of August to the 14th of September the 
plants were subjected to quantitative investigation. On the results 
of his researches tho author makes tho following remarks Nitrogen 
when applied as manure in tho form of Chili saltpetre, delays the 
ripening of the root to a considerable extent, and lessens the per- 
centage of sugar, although the yield by weight of the root is much 
increased. Phosphoric acid and guano give very favourable results 
as regards the percentage of sugar in the yield. J* K. 0. 


Analytical Chemistry* 


Apparatus for Estimating Oxygen in the Atmosphere. By 
F. Vlhohjgr IS, 109(3 — 1G98). — The oxygen in tho atmosphere 

is determined by moasuring tho diminution in volume which takes 
place when a copper spiral is heated to redness, by moans of a galvanic 
current in a known volume of air. A description of the apparatus 
and full details of tho process employed ate given in the original 
paper. W, 0. W. 

Quantitative Estimation of Oxygen dissolved in Water* By 
F. Tjemabw and 0, Pkmusse (tier., 12, 1708 — 1789). — The authors 
have examined three methods of determining the amount of oxygen 
dissolved in water, viz. : — 

1. Mohr’s volumetric process ( [Mohr's Htrirmethode) in which soda 
and a standard solution of ferrous sulphate are added to 500 c.c. of the 
water, which must be heated to 40° ; after an interval of half an hour 
tho precipitated ferrous hydroxide is dissolved in sulphuric acid, and 
the unoxidisod ferrous salt determined by titration with potassium per- 
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raanganate. Prom the amount of ferrous Rulplinte oxidised by the 
water, tho quantity of oxygen is easily calculated. The results obtained 
by this method avo invariably too low. 

2. Ga soviet 1 ic Method . — Iu order to expel the dissolved erases from 
tho water, a slightly modified form of lieiehnrdi’s apparatus (Zoits, 
Aval Ckem ., 11,271, and this Journal, 26, 412) is employed. In pre- 
sence of combustible gases, e.y., marsh-gas, the oxygen is determined 
by absorption with potassium pyvogullol, but when the mixture con- 
tains only oxygen, nitrogen, and carbonic anhydride, tho latter is 
removed by a solution of soda, and the oxygen estimated by explosion 
with hydrogen. This motbod yields excellent results, but requires 
complicated apparatus. In certain cases when tho water iB boiled to 
expel tho gises, there is a risk of a part of the oxygen not being 
evolved, owing to its having oxidised some of the eonstituonts of the 
water. 

3. The process of Scliiitzcnborgor and Rislor (Bull, Hoc. Cln'm., 19, 
153, and 20, 145) is veiy accurate, and seems to bo the best adapted 
for general use. In this method, the oxygen is determined by tho 
amount of indigo- white it converts into indigo-blue. Standard solu- 
tions of ammoniacal copper sulphate, sodium hyposulphite, Na^SO^, 
and indigo-carmine are required. 

The standard copper solution is prepared by dissolving 4*1G9 grams 
of CuSO* -f 5H 2 0 in water, adding excess of ammonia, and diluting 
to a litre with water free from air ; 10 c.c. of this solution aro equiva- 
lent to 0'0014336 gram, or 1 c.o. oxygen at 0° and 760° rum. Tho 
hyposulphite solution is prepared by treating with zinc- dust for 
five minutes a solution of commercial sodium hydrogen sulphite, 
which has been diluted to sp. gr. 1*25. The liquid is now mixed with 
ten times its volume of boiled water, separated from tho zinc-dust by 
decantation, and transferred to stoppered bottles, milk of lime being 
added until a slightly alkaline reaction is produced. Tho precipitated 
zinc oxide is allowed to settle, and the supernatant liquid is rapidly 
filtered. To standardise the hyposulphite, 10 or 25 c.c. of tho standard 
ammoniacal copper solution are brought iuto a Woulf s ilask, from 
which the air is displaced by a current of pure hydrogen. Tho hypo- 
sulphite is added from a burette, the point of which passes through a 
cork in tho tubulus of tho Woulf s hoi tic. The exact poiut when the 
blue copper solution is completely decolorised by the hyposulphite is 
easily observed. After this experiment, tho hyposulphite is diluted 
with water free from air until 5 c.c. are i c quire d to reduce 10 c.c. of 
the copper solution. 

The indigo solution is prepared by dissolving 100 grams of com- 
mercial indigo carmine paste or commercial indigotin (sodium indigo 
sulphate) in 2 litres of water. Its strength, which should equal that 
of the ammoniacal copper solution, is determined by titration with 
hyposulphite. 

The apparatus required for the determination consists of a three- 
necked Woulf’s bottle, of 1 J litres capacity, which stands in an evapo- 
rating basin, containing warm water. Each tubulus is providod with 
a double-bored cork; through the first pass a thermometer anti a glass 
tube, connected with an apparatus for generating pure hydrogen. The 
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second contains two drawn out pieces of glass tubing, which are 
attached by means of a caoutchouc tubing to the burettes containing 
the standard hyposulphite and indigo solutions. The upper end of 
the hyposulphite burette is provided with a tube containing pumice 
stono soaked in potassium pyrogallato. A funnel fitted with a stop- 
cock, and a glass tube bent twice at right angles, and dipping into 
water, pass through the cork in the third tubulus. 

About 250 c.c. of warm water free from air, and 30—40 c.c. of the 
indigo solution, aro brought into tho flask, from which tho air is 
expelled by a current of* hydrogen. The contents of the flask must be 
kept at a temperature of 45° during the experiment. Standard hypo- 
sulphite is added until the indigo is bleached. 250 c.c. of the water 
to be examined ai*e now brought into the flask through the tap funnel, 
care being taken to provent the admission of air. The mixture is well 
shaken, and hyposulphite added until the blue colour is destroyed. 
From the c.c. of hyposulphite used, the quantity of oxygen may at once 
bo calculated, e.g 4*2 c.c. hyposulphite are equivalent to 10 c.c. of the 
standard copper solution = 0*001 433(5 gram,, or 1 c.c. oxygon. 


250 c.c. water roquired 7 2 c.c. hyposulphite, or 28*8 per litre 


28^8 
’ 4*2 


f>*85 c.c. of oxygen at 0° and 700 mm. Three oxygen determinations 
in succession may bo mado without changing tlie apparatus ; but since 
the hyposulphite changes rapidly, its strength must be determined by 
titration with ammoniaeai copper solution every time the burette is 
filled. W. O. W. 


Water Analysis. By A. Muller (Arch. PJmrm. [8], 15, 25—27). 
— Tho residue obtained by evaporating the water is usually heated to 
120 — 140°. This temperature is insufficient to remove tho crystal- 
line water of magnesium and calcium sulphates, therefore the solid 
matter is always reported too high. It is advisable therefore always 
to add a known weight of sodium carbonate, and subsequently to 
neutralise after separation of tho earths according to tho process 
described in Ber. t 1870. E. W. P. 


Estimation of Sulphur in Natural Sulphides. By A. Colson 
(IktlL Hoc. (Jhim. [2], 32, 115 — 110). — Tho method described is par- 
ticularly applicable to estimation of sulphur in pyrites. The sample 
is placed in a platinum boat near the sealed ond of a piece of combustion 
tube, tho other end of which is closed with a double- bored india-rubber 
cork. Through one of the holes a tnbo passes to tho ond of the com- 
bustion tnbo, and convoys oxygon to the sulphide, whilst the resulting 
sulphurous anhydride escapes through the other tube into soda. The 
sulphurous acid may bo estimated by tho iodine process, and the sul- 
phuric acid by baryta, or if a standard solution of soda be used, the 
portion remaining unneutralisod may ho estimated with standard 
acid, and the total sulphur deduced by calculation. W, R. 


Testing for Nitric Acid in Presence of Nitrons Acid. By A. 
Picoini (Uazzetta, 9, 895—896). — This method is useful for detecting 
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minute quantities of nitrates in tlio presence of large quantities of 
nitrites, and is founded on the property urea lias of decomposing the 
lattor in acid solution. Urea is added to tlio solution containing the 
nitrate, and it is then gradually added to another solution of uvoa in 
dilute sulphuric acid. As soon as tlio evolution of niti*ogou duo to tlio 
decomposition of the nitrites lias ceased, some iodised starch is added, 
and then a fragment of zinc, when a blue coloration is produced if any 
nitrate is present. 0. JS. G\ 

Analysis of Superphosphates* By E. Whir* L. RGsoit, and J. 
Lehmann (Annalen, 198, 200 — 307). — As adverse criticisms have beon 
made against the process which was adopted at the Magdeburg Con- 
ference in 1872 for the extraction of soluble phosphoric acid from 
superphosphates, the authors hnvo investigated the different points 
objootea to, and some of the methods which have beon proposed to bo 
substituted for it. In their opinion the differences which froqucntly 
arise in the analysis of superphosphates are to be attributed entirely 
to a want of uniformity in proparing the aqueous solution, and not to 
the method that may be employed for the determination of the 
solublo phosphoric acid. The points investigated wore as follows : — 

a. The time •necessary for Digestion. — In the opinion of Ahesser, Jani, 
and Maickor {Eeits. Anal. Ohem . 12, 239), a digestion of the super- 
phosphate in water for a few minutes is sufficient, as by digestion for 
a longer time more soluble phosphoric acid may be obtained than was 
originally present as such, probably owing to the action of froo sul- 
phuric acid on the phosphate. 

On the other hand, too low results are possible either from a trans- 
formation of soluble monocalcium phosphate into insoluble dicaloinm 
phosphate, or, in the presence of oxides of iron and alumina from the 
formation of insoluble phosphates of these bases* 

With these statements the authors ontiroly disagree. Their experi- 
ments prove that although in some cases a shorter time may suffice, 
yet with all kinds of superphosphates, whether containing much or 
little iron oxide and alumina, a digestion in cold water for two hours 
gives the mest accurate results. 

b. The Retraction of the Soluble Phosphoric Acid by Washing the 
Superphosphate on a Filter which is connected with a Run sen's Pump . — 
This method has been recommended by Fresenius, Luck, andNoubuuor 
( Zcits . Anal . Ohem., 7, 304) ; and by Marekor, who states that, tlio re- 
duction of the soluble phosphoric acid is thereby avoided. The 

, authors, however, obtained results from nine different kinds of super- 
phosphates which were from *0G to *825 p. c. too low, arising no doubt, 
as explained by Erlenweyer, from the decomposition on the filter of 
the monocalcium phosphate owing to the absence of froo phosphoric 
acid. In the presence of excess of free phosphoric acid, this process 
was accurate, and this is believed to explain Fresenius’s results, 
which were obtained with a superphosphate containing 5 85 p. o. froo 
phosphoric acid. 

o. The quantity of Water which is necessary for Complete Rxlmctitm. 
— With the exception of a slight increase in the amount of solublo 
phosphoric acid from superphosphates containing much oxide of iron 
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and alumina, no advantage is gained by increasing the quantity of 
■water abovo that used in the Magdeburg process. 

Tho authors’ results, thoreforo, confirm the accuracy of the Magde- 
burg mothod, which consists in digesting 20 grams of the superphos- 
phate in a litre of cold water for two hours, A. J. C. 

Superphosphates from Pure Tricalcium Phosphate. By E. 
Wmjn (Annalm, 198, 307 — 318). — In order to ascertain tho cause of 
the difference in the results obtained by the methods described in the 
previous paper, similar experiments were made with calcium super- 
phosphates which had been prepared by the action of sulphuric acid on 
pure tricalcium phosphate in such a manner as to obtain superphos- 
phates of three kinds, a, b, c. 

Tho soluble phosphoric acid was in all cases determined by the 
molybdic acid method. The results are as follows 

a . Superphosphates which contain much Free Phosphoric Acid 
(11*35 p. ci). — A very short period of digostion in water is sufficient 
to extract the whole of the soluble phosphoric acid. An increase in 
tho quantity of water (1000 c.c. for 20 grams) is unnecessary. Correct 
results are obtained by washing the superphosphate on a filter-pump, 
hut tho quantity of wash water required before the filtrate is free 
from acid, that is, beforo the extraction is completed, is considerably 
greater than 125 c.c. for five grams, as stated by Marcker. 

b. Superphosphates containing only a Small Quantity of Free Phos- 
phoric Acid (*05 p. c.). — It is necessary to continue the digestion in 
water for two hours to he certain that the extraction is completed. 
Washing on a filter-pump gives results which are considerably too low 
for the reasons stated in the previous paper. 

c. Superphosphates with no Free Phosphoric Add. — Digestion in water 
for two hours is also necessary in this case : the filter-pump method 
is wholly inapplicable. 

If superphosphates, which contain mono- and di-calcium phosphates 
but no free acid, are treated with more than the usual quantity of 
water, e.g,, with 5 : lOOU, then more soluble phosphoric acid is obtained 
than when the sumo superphosphate is digested for two hours in the way 
recommended, that is &Q : 1000. This result is due to tho solubility of 
tho di calcium phosphate. Tho opposite resnlts obtained by Watten- 
borg (J. fur Liuidunrthst, 1879, 27 — 52) on tins point are stated to bo 
duo in all probability to tho presence of free phosphoric acid which 
tho author found could only be removed with groat difficulty from a 
mixture of mono- and di-oalcium phosphates. 

Tho decomposition of monocalcium phosphate whioh occurs accord- 
ing to Erlonmoycr (Ber ty 9, 1839) when it is treated with a small 
quantity of water is too trifling to affect tho results. 

The conclusions therefore arrived at in the previous paper are con- 
firmed. A, J, C. 

Estimation and Separation of Manganese, By J. Volhabd 
(Annaletn, 198, 818—364). — The volumetric method proposed by 
Guyard (Bull. Soc . Chun. [2], 1, 88) for tho determination or manga- 
noso in a manganous salt by titrating the neutral and very dilute 
solution with a standard solution of potassium permanganate, has not 
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been found to give exact results on account of tho precipitato which is 
caused by the pei*manganate being always of an uncertain and variable 
composition, and because of tho extreme difficulty in ascertaining tbo 
end of the reaction. Guynrd stated that tbo whole of tbo manganese 
was precipitated as MnOj.MnaCV 

Tlio author shows that if a salt of calcium, magnosium, barium or 
zinc, be added to a solution of manganous salt, tbo whole of the man- 
ganese is precipitated by potassium permanganate as dioxide ;* more- 
over, the end of the reaction can bo very readily observed, as tbo precipi- 
tate settles rapidly and tbo supernatant liquid becomes quite clear. The 
reaction occurs according to the equation, 3MnO 4- Mn 3 07 = SMnOj. 

The salts of all strongly basic metallic oxides which are not sus- 
ceptible of oxidation, have a similar action. Alkaline salts to a groat 
extent obscure the end of tbo reaction. 

Prefatory to desmbing the modified process, the author’s opinions 
are expressed on several points more or less connected with it. 

Titration of the Solution of Potassium Permanganate . — Objections are 
made against most of tho usually adopted methods for standardising 
this solution. Tho use of the double salt of iron and ammonium is 
specially objected to on account of the difficulty of obtaining it free 
from ferric salt. 

Methods are described by which it can ho standardised by deter- 
mining the manganeso in it, eithor as sulphate or as oxide, MiijOj. 
In either case the permanganate is reduced by sulphurous or hydro- 
chloric acid, and the manganese after precipitation by ammonium 
carbonate is converted into sulphate, or into oxide by igniting tlio 
chloride with mercuric oxide. 

The mercuric oxide used for this purpose is prepared by precipita- 
tion (with pure sodium hydrate) from the chloride which has boon 
sublimed from a mixture of tho chloride with 0110 -tenth its weight of 
oxide; thus prepared, it can be similarly omployod with groat ad- 
vantage for the conversion of most metallic chlorides into oxides; 
and to precipitate ferric or aluminie oxide, when in solution as chlo- 
ride, free from alkalis, but not from alkaline oartlis; also to separate 
ferric oxide completely from manganese. 

To any of the methods above mentioned, tho author prefers to sian- 
dardise tho permanganate solution by moans of a solution of potassium 
iodide in presence of hydrochloric acid, determining the liberated 
iodine in the nsnal way with standard sodium thiosulphate and calcu- 
lating the manganese from 80mgnns. 0 = 3 X 55 = 1(55 mgrms. Mn, 
The solution of permanganate must bo freo from chlorates, and the 
water used in tho process from nitrites. Tho solutions required are 
potassium permanganate containing 3833 grams per litre, 1 e.e. = 
2 mgrms. Mn; sodium thiosulphate preparod by dissolving 30‘OGl grams 
with addition of 3 grams of ammonium carbonate in 1 litre of water, 
1 c.c, = 2 mgrms. Mn, and a solution of potassium iotlido approxi- 
mately equivalent to 55 gz’ams free hydriodie acid per litre. 

* Kessler has previously used zinc chloride for tho same purpose in precipitating 
a manganous salt with bromine ( Zeits . Anal. Chem., 1870, 1 — 1 1, and this Journal, 
1879, 341, ibst.). Pnttinson subsequently found that Jorrio chloride had a similar 
action (this Journal, 1879, 365, Trans.).— A. J . 0. 
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Reparation of Iron from Manganese , — Iron is the only metal which, 
if present in large quantity, hinders the determination of manganese 
by this method. In preference to any olhor method, the author sepa- 
rates the iron from manganeso by precipitation with zinc oxide, which 
can bo prepared for this purpose by igniting ordinary zinc white and 
levigating it with water. 

In the absence of iron or in the presence of a small quantity of it, 
the process is as follows : — 

The solution of manganous salt is mixed with about 1 gram of zinc 
sulphate and diluted so that 100 c.o. docs not contain more than 
0*25 gram Mn, and if the solution is noutival 2 to 3 drops of nitric 
acid (1*2 sp. gi\) are added ; if acid, it is neutralised with sodium 
carbonate (free from sulphite) and nitric acid then added as before. 
Tho solution is heated to boiling, and the solution of permanganate 
added nntil the colour remains permanent. Properly performed, tho 
titration occupies from twelve to fifioen minutes. A blank experi- 
ment must bo made with the solution of zinc sulphate. 

Metallic alloys, wrought iron, and steel, are dissolved in a mixturo 
of 3 vols. of sulphuric acid (1T3 sp. gr.) and 1 vol. of nitric acid 
(1 *4 sp. gr.). Substances dissolved in hydrochloric acid are evaporated 
to dryness with sulphuric acid, and then taken up with water. Spiegel- 
cisen or ferromanganese is dissolved in nitric acid, tlio solution then 
evaporated to dryness, and the residue hoated until the nitrate is 
decomposed and carbonaceous mat! or is burnt off. Tho residue is 
dissolved in hydrochloric acid, and this acid expelled with sulphuric 
acid as boforc described. In all cases, tho greater part of the acid is 
neutralised with sodium carbonalo or sodium liydrato (froo from man- 
ganese), then zinc oxide is added until the supornatant liquid is milky, 
showing that the whole of tho iron has been precipitated. 

The oxide of iron precipitate generally settles so rapidly that it is 
unnecessary to fillor, and a portion of tho liquid can be taken off with 
a pipette and tho manganeso determined as before. 

Separation of Manganese from otlar Metals hi a Strongly Acid Solu- 
tion , — Manganese is usually separated from other metals by precipita- 
tion in a slightly acid or neutral solution by means of lead dioxide, 
chlorine, or bromine. It has boon found possible to do this in a 
strongly nitric, acid solution, with lead oxide as a precipitant, in a 
manner which is described by tho author; but tho method is not 
recommended, and tho following is considered preferable: — The solu- 
tion of manganous compound is heated to boiling with strong nitric 
acid and pure mercuric oxide. Chlorine or bromine water is added 
until the oxidation is completed, which is shown either by tho solution 
being rod or becoming quite clear. In this manner, from a solution 
containing 0'5 gram pure manganous sulphate and 15 — 20 o.c. nitric 
acid (1*2 sp. gr.), and about 1 gram mercuric oxide, the manganese is 
complotoly precipitated in 15 — 20 minutes. The precipitate is then 
heated to redness to expel morcurio oxide, and can be weighed 
either as oxide or as sulphate. If cobalt, nickel, zinc, calcium, 
magnesium or potassium are present, the precipitate should bo dis- 
solved and reprccipitated. 

Precipitation of Manganese by Oddking Agents , — The author dis- 
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cusses the formation of the precipitate which is produced when an 
oxidising agent is added to a solution of manganous salt, and lie 
expresses the opinion that permanganic acid is most probably the 
first result of the oxidation, and this combines with tbo manganous 
oxide, so that the whole of the manganese is precipitated as dioxide 
(“ hyperoxide ”) * In furtherance of this view, it is shown that either 
permanganic acid or dioxide can he obtained as the result of the 
oxidation; in fact, Crum's tost for manganese depends on producing 
the one, viz., permanganic acid, in presence of nitric acid, leaving no 
manganous oxide in solution, in which caso tho solution retains tho 
colour of permanganic acid. 

Crum’s test is best performed by heating almost to boiling 1 0 t\c. 
of a solution made from equal parts of nitric acid (sp. gr. 1*2) and 
water containing a little plumbic dioxide, then adding tho dilute solu- 
tion of manganese compound ; the coloration occurs immediately even 
in presonce of chlorides. It has boon proposed to use Ovum'* test 
for the quantitative determination of manganese, but it cannot! bo 
used when the amount of mangancso in solution exceeds 100 mgrms., 
as this appears to be the maximum that can bo oxidisod to permanganic 
acid without procipitation of oxide. 

Titration with potassium permanganate as abovo described is con- 
sidered to be quite as delicato for tho detection of minute quantities 
of manganese. A. J. 0. 

Experiments with Scheibler’s Method of Analysing Eaw 
Sugar. By H. Wioheleajjs, K. Eissimi), and IC. Stammkk (MW. 
Centr., 1879,. 542). — Scheibler’s method consists in boiling tho raw 
sugar with a saturated alcoholic solution of sugar, and weighing tho 
residue. After numerous experiments with various kinds of raw 
sugar, it was found that on the average Scheiblor’s method gave 
fairly good results, no variation being greater than one and a half per 
cent. J. & 0. 

Estimation of Sugar in Beet Juice. By C. Birr man (Anh 
Pltarin. [3], 15, G3 — CD). — In tho manufacture of 'sugar from sugar- 
beet, there always appears to be a loss of sugar during tbo filtering 
and concentration of tho juice. This loss iB, howovor, only apparent, 
as the amount of sugar is estimated by tho polarise, opo, and is con- 
sequently affected by tho presence in the raw juice of tloxirin, am bio 
acid, and asparagin ; those being dextrorotatory cause the amount of 
sugar to appear greater than it really is. Tho total amount of sugar 
in the roots is sometimes deduced from the amount of sugar in tho juioo 
as follows : — If the sugar in tho juioo amounts to say 12 per cent, ami 
the mark 5 per cent, of the roots, then the percont ago of juioo is 95 
per cent., and the percentage of sugar in the roots is 12 x 0*1)5 sss 1 1 *4, 
This calculation takes for granted that the amount of sugar in tho 
whole of the juice coincides with that found in tho sample, that is, that 
the cells of the root contain a homogeneous liquid. This hypothesis tho 

* Wright and Luff (this Journal, 1878, 513) have shown that tho prooipitnt t» 
produced on adding bromine to manganous chloride containing excess of caustic 
soda, consists of dioxide mixed with a certain amount of lowor oxido. - A. J. 0. 
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author combats, and quotes in corroboration Yicinsky, Heintz, and 
Sell oi blcv, who slate that cvei v y portion of the juice in the root must 
not bo considered as holding equal quantities of sugar in solution 
that in the root there is water containing no sugar, and which must 
be considered as water of organisation. The conclusion drawn is, that 
the present method of determining the amount of sugar in sugar-beet 
is very unsatisfactory. E* W. P. 


Technical Chemistry. 


Burning of Fuel in House States. By E. Eischsb ( Bingl . 
jmhjt. 233, 133 — 130). — During the 18 months previous to 
January, 1879, 5G patents for house stoves were taken out in Germany. 
What is requiied of the house stove is that it should raise and keep 
the temperatnre of a room about 15° to 20°, ard that as cheaply and 
conveniently as possible. 

The usual plan of putting coal into house stoves is to do so after the 
firo has burned down, the result being that much combustible gas is 
distilled off, which thus produces waste of boat-giving material, besides 
using up part of the heat from another portion of the fuel for the 
distillation; and again when the heat lises sufficiently high to ignite 
those gases, a proper supply of air is frequently not allowed to enter 
the fire, so that much waste is caused by incomplete combustion, 
accompanied by the formation of soot and carbonic oxide. 

The stove acts host when Iho fuel burns from above downwards, as 
tho hydrocarbons which are distilled from the fresh coal at the bottom 
hum when they reach the top of tho fire. Too much atmospheric 
air should, however, not be admitted. 

Tho coal should be separated from the sides of the stove by a layer 
of tiro-clay, to prevent loss of heat, and so to avoid tho resulting loss 
of fuel from iinpovfoct combustion. Tho habit of wetting the coal is a 
very objectionable one. 

The author endeavoured to determine tho loss of heat consequent 
on tho above-mentioned conditions, employing different kinds of 
stoves, and different sorts of fuel. Ho analysed from time to timo the 
gases which i>assod up tho flue during the combustion, and noted the 
temperature in tho flues and iu the room, and the force of the current 
in the chimney. Ho embodies his results in a numbot of tables; as 
examples, tho following are given. 

In one oxperiinont, calculating from tho amount of air required to 
burn tho fuel, the heat produced by the combustion, and that carried 
off by the flue gases, tho author arrived at the conclusion that 40 per 
cent, of the total fuel value of the coal was carried off with the smoke 
gases, even when the fire was carefully managed. 

In a second experiment, when the same coal and stove were employed, 
but in which the current of air in the flue was much increased, it was 
found that 80 per cent, of the boat was carried off by tho smoke gases. 

von, xxxviu. « l 
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Tho tlrird experiment was made with an iron stove, 0*5 motor high, 
lined with fire-proof stone, the smoke gases rising by one side of a 
partitioned pipe or trank, nearly to the roof of the room, descending 
to the level of the stove by the other side, and again rising to the roof 
and making their escape into the chimney. Alt the joints about tho 
stove were closod by a mixture of soluble glass, asbestos, and elny. 

In this experiment, Piesborg nnthraeito was used as fuel, and the 
loss of heat, calculated as above mentioned, was 15 per cent, of tho 
total fuel value of the coal. The tomperatTiro of tho smoke at the tiro- 
hole and at the exit into the chimney at tho roof wore measured by 
pyrometers, and the loss of boat which was given to the air of tho room 
between these two points was very great, 

The influence which the opening of the doors of the stove have 
on the loss of heat is great, as shown by tho results obtained from 
burning coke in the iron stove. When the door of the ash-hole was 
partly oponed, the loss amounted to 17 per coni, and when closed, to 
6 per cent., but when tho ash-hole door was completely opened, and 
the fire-place door partly opened, tho combustion became very vigorous, 
the temperature of the gases in tho flue roso rapidly, so that tho ilior- 
raometor had to be removed, whilst in proportion, io iho increased 
draught the amount of carbonic anhydride diminished, and the loss in 
beat corresponded to about 40 per cent, of tho fuel value. The draught 
ranged between 2*5 and 4*4 mm. W. T. 

Salts obtained from the Mother-liquors of the Brine-springs 
of Volterra. By A. Funaro (Qaznetia, 9, 280 — 203). — hi a note on 
these briue-springs ( Qazzetta , 8, 71, and this Journal, Abut., 1878, 052) 
the author suggested that they might be utilised for tho extraction of 
potash salts. Experiments nave boon made with this object, and 
analyses are given : — 

1. Of the residue left on evaporating tho moll) or- liquors. 

2. Of the salt obtained by tho evaporation of tho mothor-liquor to 
two-thirds of its volume, 

3. Of the salt left on evaporating tho mother-liquors from 2. 

4. Of the salt obtained by lixiviating the residua! salt wit 1) fresh 

mother-liquors, evaporating, again lixiviating the residue, and so on, 
by which means the proportion sodium chloride is greatly diminished. 
In this way it is easy to obtain a salt containing 17— 1 H percent, 
potassium sulphate, and consequently but little inferior io the 
“ Kalisalz ” of Stassfurt. (b 10. (I. 

Lead Fume, and a New Process of Fume Condensing. 

By A. French (Chem. News, 40, 1G3 — 1GG). — This pnpoi describes a 
series of experiments made by the author and JMcwm II. ,J. end 
J. Wycliffe Wilson with a view to discover a good process for conden- 
sing fumes of lead, silver, and other metals, which volatilise in iho 
smelting and refining operations. Not only does tho Josh of lead by 
sublimation amount to hundreds of tons in a year a( many works, 
but the injury which is dono to health end vegetation is very great. 
The various methods of condensing fumes which have been tried in 
this and other countries may bo classed as follows: — 
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1. Deposition of the fumo by its own gravity in long flues with or 
■without the addition of a senes of settling chambers, placed either 
near to or at some distance from the furnace. 

2. Filtering through flues, towers, or chambers containing brosli- 
wood, coke, coarsely woven fabric, or similar porous material, using 
water either in a constant or intermittent stream to koep the filfcei s 
irom becoming choked. 

3. The nse of water, either in the form of steam or in showeis of 
drops or jets, projected with some considerable degree of force into 
and across the current of smoke. 

4. Processes based on the inverse of the preceding principle, viz., 
passing the smoke under and through a depth of water, either in 
great volumes, as in the old Stagg’s condenser, or in a more or less 
comminuted condition. 

As to the physical nature of the lead fumes and their deportment 
under varying conditions of temperature and friction, experiments 
have proved that as the vaporised lead cools, it assumes the condition 
of a vast number of mmuto isolated particles. Lead fume appears to 
have no definite composition, as tho proportions of its constituents 
vary in every specimen. Tho lead varies from 35—65 per cent. 
Load fumo, besides silver, invariably contains a little gold ; usually 
from £ to 1 per cent, of tho quantify of silver. Platinum and 
iridium have also been found in the fumes on several occasions. 

The greatest deposition of lead fume takes place, as might be ex- 
pected, near the furnace, and the fumo is most abundant whenever 
tho gases havo suffered the greatest friction and fall in temperature. 

Tho author, in the next place, discusses the various methods of 
condensing fumes as classified in the above manner, and poiuts out 
the objections they are subject to. He then describes a new apparatus 
for condensing these fumes. Copper-wire gauze, having about 
15 meshes to a lineal inch, is used in the apparatus, the meshes being 
about ono-twentioth. of an inch wide. A number of gauze diaphragms 
are arranged one above tho other in horizontal pianos, and at small 
distances apart. Tho whole apparatus is Bubinergod in wator, the 
smoko being oqually distributed under the diaphragms by moans of a 
horizontal series of perforated pipes. The gauze diaphragms do not 
add much to tho resistance which the smoko current has to overcome 
iu its passage through tho apparatus • three of tho size mentioned above 
add about half an inch of water pressure. Tho depth of water usually 
employed is 7 inches above tho jporf orated pipes, and with this depth 
tho waior-gaugo indicates a resistance of about 10 inches, one half 
inch only of which is due to tho gauze, the remainder being due to the 
depth to which the smoko depresses the water at the inlet passages. 
The ascending gases sot up an upward current of water through the 
gauzes, and to promote a steady circulation of this, a return passage is 
provided. Each square foot or area of the diaphragm space is capable 
of passing about 40 cubic foot of smoke per minute, and when a 
blast furnace is employod for smolting load-ore about 1 foot of area 
will be required for each ton of ore smelted in 24 hours. 

During the past six months, almost daily assays have been made of 
tho smoko before it entered and after it loft the condensers at the 
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Sheffield Smelting Company’s works. With a fow exceptions thcso 
have exceeded 95 per cent, of fume caught. In a few casoH an 
much as 99*5 per cent, of the metallic contents of the smoko has been 
caught. After the lead has been removed from the smoko, the largo 
quantity of sulphurous acid which is usually contained in it may l>o 
recovered in a vory simple mannor. Tho gasos can bo mixed with a 
little air, if enough of oxygen is not already present, and then propelled 
by means of a steam jet through a heating apparatus similar to tho 
hot blast heaters used in iron smelting works, and the hot sulphurous 
acid, steam, aud air passed through common salt, according to 
Hargreave’s process. By this means lead or coppor smoke will bo 
rendered not more pernicious than that from ordinary chimneys. 
Any arsenic or zinc which reaches the condenser is dissolved in tlio 
water, and thus separated from the lead fume, which subsides to tho 
bottom. The apparatus was tried with hydrochloric acid vapour, and. 
condensed 97‘ 75 per cent. ; of common salt vapour, it condensed 98po»' 
cent. 

A Boot’s blower is used with iron revolvers for forcing tho smoko 
through the apparatus ; from 2£ to 3-horse power is amply sufficient 
to work a condenser large enough for a furnace to smelt 15 tons of 
lead-ore per 24 hours. The weight of a condenser for that size of 
furnace is 18 cwts. The smoke should be cooled to about 120 — 130° F. 
by passing it through iron pipos, or any other kind of flue. This is 
necessary to prevent rapid evaporation of the water with which tho 
condenser is supplied. It is also very important to cool the smoko as 
far as possible, so as to have a smaller volume to pass, and thereby savo 
both power and cost of a larger apparatus. D. B. 

Preservation of Milk. By E. Klebs (Hied. Cenir ., 1879, 541).— 
The author heats the milk to a temperature of G5 — 70°, whereby tho 
fresh taste is preserved. J. J£. 0. 


Composition of "Grains” from Malt By A. Marki, (ttioth 
Centr 1879,388). — Malt, weakly dried, gives “grains” richer in starch 
than when it has been more stroligly dried. 100 parts of grains 
obtained by the infusion process contained : — 


From goutly. 


Water 79*3 

Albumin .... 4T 

Fat 0*4 

Fibre 6*2 

Starch .... 9*5 

Ash 1*1 


Frcnh. 


Slrongor. 

Strongly 
clriml limit. 

79-1 

78-0 

47 

fi-4 

0-3 

0-4 

7-8 

9-4 

G7 

5-3 

1-3 

1-2 


J. K. C. 
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New Galvanic Couple. By A. Niaudet ( Oornpt. rend., 89, 703 
— 708). — This couple consists of a plate of zinc for a positive, aud a 
plate of carbon, surrounded with, pieces of carbon, for a negative 
electrode : the former is immersed in a solution of common salt, and 
the latter in a solution of chloride of lime in a porous cell. The 
chloride of lime acts as a depolariser, the hydrogen decomposing the 
hypochlorous acid, forming water and hydrochloric acid, which unites 
with the zinc or lime, forming salts which are very soluble and good 
conductors. As zino is not attacked by chloride of lime, the action 
takes place only when tho circuit is closed ; so that with a brokeu 
circuit, a couple may be kept for any length of time. 

When sodium chloride is used, the electromotive force is greater 
than with any other solution, being 1*6 volts, and 1*5 after standing for 
some months. Tho depolarising action of chloride of lime is not com- 
plete, as is the case with copper sulphate, and with a slight external 
resistance the eloctromotive force slightly diminishes if the current con- 
tinues ; but it regains its former strength on standing. The internal 
resistance is reduced to a minimum by bringing the plates as close 
together as possible. To provent the smoll of the bleaching powder 
being disagreeable, the porous cell is closed with a oork. 

L. T. O.’S. 

Determination of the Density of Vapours which Attack 
Porcelain at a Red Heat. By V. Meyee and H. Zublin (Ber., 12, 
2204 — 2205). — The apparatus used for determining the vapour-density 
of those bodies which attack porcelain, consists of a platinum cylinder 
245 mm. in length and 26 mm. diameter, to which is soldered, by 
means of tho oxyhydrogon blowpipe, a platinum tube 400 mm. long 
and 7 mm. in diameter. To protoct the cylinder from the action of 
tho furnace-gases, which would permeate the platinum walls, it must 
be surrounded by a Borlin porcelain tube, glazed inside and out, 
00 cm. long. W. 0. W. 

Specific Heats and Melting Points of the Refractory Metals. 
By J. ViOLLE (Compt. mntL, 89, 702 — 703). — The specific heat of 
iridium, which has been determined up to a temperature of 1400°, is 
found to increase regularly with the temperature according to the 
formula C* 0 = 0*037 + 0*000006 1 The melting point determined by 
tho calorimetric method (this Journal, Abst., 1879, 294) is found to 
be 1950°. 

The specific heat of gold remains nearly constant between 0° and 
600°, but increases constantly between 600° and its melting point ; 
according to Regnault, the specific beat of gold as 0*0324 between 0° 
and 100 , and is nearly the same at 600°, but according to the author 
it is a little less at 100°, namely, 0*0316. At 900° it is 0*0345, and 
0'0352 at 1020°. 

von. xxxviii. m 
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The melting points of the different metals determined, by the author 
are — 

Silver 954° 

Gold 1035 

Copper 1054 

Palladium 1500 

Platinum 1775 

Iridium 1950 L. T. O’S. 

Decomposition of Seleniuretted Hydrogen by Mercury. By 
Berthelot {Cornet rend., 89, ‘684). — Seleniuretted hydrogen, when 
kept in contact with mercury for some time at the ordinary tempera- 
ture, is decomposed, with formation of mercuric selenide; under 
similar circumstances, sulphuretted hydrogen has no appreciable action 
on mercury, it being only at 550° that decomposition takes place. 
This difference may be due to the difference in the heat of formation 
of the two hydrides. 

H a 4- S solid = H 2 S disengages 4 4*6 cal. 

H 3 4 Se solid = H 3 S 3 absorbs — 5*4 „ 

A similar case is met with when hydrobromic and hydrochloric acids 
are treated with mercury ; the latter acid is decomposed only at high 
temperatures; the former slowly at the ordinary temperature, the 
heats of formation from the elements in the gaseous state being HBr ss 
4- 13*5, HOI = 4 22. 

In ail such cases, the decomposed bodies being analogous and com- 
parable with ono another, their decomposition is easier the less heat 
disengaged in their initial formation. L. T. O’S. 

Combinations of Phosphine with, the Haloid Acids. By J. 
Ogihr ( Oompt . rend., 89, 705 — 708). — Pliosph’ne hydrochloride (phos- 
phonium chloride), PH*C1, is obtained by mixing equal volumes of 
phosphine and hydrochloric acid, at a temperature of 14°, and submit- 
ting them to a pressure of 20 atmospheres, when small crystals similar 
to those of the bromide deposit on the sides of the vessel At 20° a 
liquid is obtained which, on cooling, deposits crystals. A mixture of 
equal volumes of the two gasos under tho ordinary pressure, deposits 
crystals when cooled to —30° to —35°. 

Phoepkvne hydrobromide (phosphonium bromide), PH*Br. Tho heat 
of formation of this body is measured by decomposing it with water, 
when PH 3 HBr + water = PH S gas 4 HBr dissolved, absorbs 
— 3-03 cal By deducting from this number, representing tho thermal 
aotion of water on 1 equiv. of PH^Br, the heat ot solution of hydro- 
bromic acid in water (H-20‘0), and changing the signs, the boat dis- 
engaged by the union of the two gaseous bodies is obtained. 

PHa gas 4 HBr gas = PH*Br solid disengages 4 23*03 cal. 

PTm$hme hydriodide * (phosphonium iodide), PH*I. Tho hoat of 
formation of this body is determined like that of the hydrobromido, 
PHj>HI 4 water = PH 3 4 HI dissolved, absorbs —4*77 cal. By 
deducting the heat of solution of HI in water and changing tho sign, 



GENERAL AND PHYSICAL CHEMISTRY. 


151 


we get PH 3 gas 4- HI gas == PHJ solid disengages + 24*17 cal. By 
directly measuring the heat evolved by the union of the two gases, 
+24*2 cal. was obtained. 

The author corrects an error made in the calculation of the heat 
developed in the formation of phosphine (ibid., 87, 210, and this 
Journal, Abst., 5, 1879) due to the heat of formation of gaseous water 
instead of solid water being used. The corrected calculation Btands 
thus : — 

1st Series. 

P 4- H 3 disengages x 

5(H +0) * A a + 172*5 cal. 

PH, + 81Br „ B = + 254*6 „ 

2nd Series. 

P + 0 5 = P0 6 disengages C = + 202*7 (Thomsen) 

1(H + Br) disengages D =, 4- 236*0 (Berthelot). 

Prom which » = (C + D) -(A + B)= 4- 11 '6 cal., therefore 
P + H 5 ass PH a gas disengages 4- 11*6 cal. 

Similarly, P 9 4- H = P 3 H solid disengages 17*7 cal. 

As 4- H 3 as AsH 3 gas absorbs 36*7 „ 

The heat of formation of phosphine is less than that of ammonia. 
By comparing the heats of formation of ammonia and phosphine com- 
pounds we find — 


HOI gas 4- NH S gas 

:= NH 4 C1 disengages 42*5 cal. 

HBr „ + NH 3 „ 

= NHJBr 

45-6 „ 

HI „ 4- NH, „ 

= NHJ 

44’2 „ 

PH 3 4“ HBr 

= PH 4 Br „ 

23-0 „ 

PH, + HI 

= PHiBr „ 

24-1 „ 


Starting from the elements themselves, we get — 


N + Hi + 01 

= NH4CI disengages 91*2 cal. 

N4-H, + Br (liq.) 

ss NH«Br 

» 

81*7 „ 

TS + Hi + I (sol.) 

= NH,I 


651 „ 

P (sol.) + H* + Br (liq.) 

= PHiBr 

9» 

441 „ 

P (sol.) + Hi + I (sol.) 

= PH*1 


20-5 „ 


The heat developed by the formation of ammonium cyanide and 
ammonium sulphide are— 

HON 4* NH 3 « NHtCN disengages 20*5 ML 
H a S 4- NH* =s NHJEISi 23*0 * 

As a reducing agent, phosphine hydriodide is not as effectual in 
some cases as hydriodic acid, on account of the loss of energy which 
takes place in its formation. L. T. O’S. 

Thermic Study of Succinic Acid. By P. Chrotistchoff (Gompt 
rend., 89, 579 — 582). — The following numbers represent the heat 
evolved by various salts of succinic acid when dissolved in 400 c.c. of 
water 

m 2 
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0AO 4 Wa. = 8*4 OiHiNaaOi 6II 2 0 » — 11*0 

CjaAK* = 0-2 CaHAKo.H/) = - 3*4 

CJHAHK = - 7*6 OAOiH.NHt = - 4*0 

From these may be calculated tlio heat evolvotl by the combination 
of the solid salt with water. In the case of the soda salt, it becomes 
10 8 ; with the potash salt, 2 2 units. Huociuic acid dried at 110 ° 
ffives by solution in 500 c.c. at 11° an absorption of hoat equal to 
0*4 units. 

The heat of neutralisation by alkalis made with a solution containing 
£ of an equivalent of acid gave as follows, everything boing dissolved, 
a»id remaining dissolved : — 

With soda 26*4 ; with potash 20*4 ; with ammonia 22' 5). 

By incroasing the relative proportions of succinic acid to alkali, the 
numbers were slightly altered : thus with 2 mols. of acid to 2 mola. of 
potash, 27 25 units were obtained ; with 3 mols. of acid to 2 mols. of 
potash, 24 76 units ; with 2 mols. of acid to 2 mols. of ammonia, 
24*7 units. 

The number found by Thomsen for the heat of neutralisation of 
succinic acid was 24‘8 units; the author considers that tliis number is 
incorrect. The foregoing numbers may, if requirod, bo referred to a 
reaction betwoen the solid constituents. 

With soda 40*02 ; with potash 46*37 ; with ammonia gas 39*42. 

As regards the amount of hoat evolved on neutralisation, succinic 
acid occupies a position intermediate between benzoic and tartaric 
acids. 

NanO. KHO. NFj ga*. 


Acetic acid 18*3 21 9 18*5 

Benzoic acid 17*4 22 5 17*0 

^ succinic acid 20*01 23*19 19*7 

| oxalic acid 26*5 29*4 24*4 

| tartaric acnl 22*9 27*1 — 

Sulphuric „ 34*7 40*7 33*8 


By determining the heat of solution of the anhydride, and of the 
hydrated acid in potash, the heat of combination of the anhydride with 
water was obtained by difference: C 4 H 9 O 4 = 20*06; 0 4 HA = 29*78; 
difference = 9*72 units. 

If the hoat of solution of tho hydrated acid in water bo deducted 
from the heat of solution of the same acid in potash, the number ol 
units obtained should be equal to the heat of neutralisation by potash 
in solution. 

Heat evolved on solution in potash = 4 - 20*06 
„ „ water = — 6 4 

Difference = 2646 

This indirect verification of the number 26*4 supports tho author’s 
results as against Thomsen’s figure, 24*8. 
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Succinic acid appears to be completely displaced from its combina- 
tions by sulphuric acid ; but doubtful results only were obtained in 
tbe case of hydrochloric acid, further data are in fact required respect- 
ing the heat evolved or absorbed in diluting succinic acid and its 
salts. J. W. 


Inorganic Chemistry. 

Silicon Nitride. By P. Sghutzenberger ( Gompt . rend ^ 89, 644 
— 646). — The composition of the silicon nitrides discovered by Sainte- 
Claire Deville and Wohler, not having been experimentally determined, 
the author has sought to prove the existence of two compounds by the 
following experiments : — 

By heating crystallised silica with gas carbon in a blast furnace for 
some time, a mass is obtained consisting of unaltered silica, a white 
substance soluble in cold concentrated hydrofluoric acid without evolu- 
tion of gas, aud a green substance which is insoluble in hydrofluoric acid 
and caustic alkalis, and, after successive treatment with hydrofluoric 
acid and dilute potash, is obtained as a green infusible powder : this is 
not attacked by water or by solution of caustic alkalis, but is dissolved 
by potash at a red boat with formation of potassium silicate and 
evolution of hydrogon and ammonia. The analyses agree with the 
formula (SiN) a . 

The white substance soluble in hydrofluoric acid cannot be obtained 
in the pure state, but most probably it has the formula SiJN* ; this is 
rendered probable by the fact that on heating (SiN)* in a current of 
chlorine, it loses 22 per cent, of its weight of silicon, and a white sub- 
stance, soluble in hydrofluoric acid, is left. The equation, (SiN)* + 
Oh = SiCl* + S i 3 N 4 , represents the loss of 22*4 per cent, of silicon. 

By passing ammonia gas into a flask containing silicon tetrachloride, 
a very light white powder is obtained soluble in water with separation 
of Si(HO)*; when boated in a current of hydrogen, ammonium chlo- 
ride sublimes. The results of analyses compare fairly with those 
required by tho formula SiyNioCljH. Its formation may bo expressed 
thus: 8Si0h + 10NJLI H = Si H N i0 OUI + 29H01, aud its decomposi- 
tion by “water, thus : Si a NioCljH -j- 16H*0 = 8SiO* + lOhTlh + 
3 HOI. When lieaiod to bright redness in a current of ammonia, a 
white powder is obtained which is not attacked by water, and only 
slightly soluble in alkalis; its formula is SiJNJEL These experiments 
show tho existence of two silicon nitridos, one (SiN)* corresponding 
to ON, the other probably of tho formula SijN*. L. T. O’S, 

Action of Metallic Nitrates on Nitric Acid. By A. Djctte 
( Uompt . rend., 89, 576 — 579). — Ammonium nitrate dissolves readily 
in fuming nitric acid, forming a liquid which does not solidify at 5° ; 
below tins teraporaturo crystallisation takes place, when the ther- 
mometer immediately rises to 18°. The crystals melt regularly at 18°, 
but generally exhibit tho phenomenon of surfueion, in which condition 
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a crystal of amm onium nitrate will not determine solidification. The* 
composition of tlio salt is NH4NO3.2H.NO3; when melted tho liquid 
closely resembles nitric acid, bub doos not fume in tho air ; it is capable 
of dissolving a large quantity of ammonium nitrate to form tho salt 
NH4NO3.HNO3, melting at 9*; this latter remains liquid at 4°, and a 
crystal of the di-aeid salt does not induco crystallisation. Tho same 
compounds *are produced when dry ammonium nitraio is placed iu an 
atmosphere containing nitric aoid vapour. 

Potassium nitrate, in like manner, produces the salt KN0 3 .2IIN0 3 , 
melting at —3°; when carefully cooled the wholo will remain liquid 
at —10°, but the temperature risos to —3° as soon as crystallisation 
sets in. The monacid salt, E3J0 3 .HN0 3 , could not bo prepared. 
Thallium and rubidium nitrates also combiuo with nitric acid to form 
the salts T1N0 3 >3HN0 3 and RbN0 3 .5HN0 3 respectively ; their 
melting points are not given, but in general properties they resemble 
the potassium and ammonium salts previously described. J. W. 


Action of Metallic Nitrates on Nitric Acid. lly A. Dittk 
(GoTitpt. rend., 89, 641 — 643). — The author has shown (see previous 
abstract) that certain metallic nitrites combiuo with nitric aoid to 
form acid salts. There are, however, other salts winch behave dif- 
ferently. Magnesium nitrate, Mg(NO 3 ) 8 0H2O, for example*, which 
contains 6 mols. of water of crystallisation, molts aud begins to 
decompose when heated ; under certain circumstances, however, when 
heated, it yields a syrupy mass, which suddonly solidifies, evolving a 
large amount of heat; it oonsists of Mg(N0 3 ) 3 3H 3 0. Tt is decom- 
posed by heat, leaving a residue, from which is separated by water a 
nitrate having 'the composition Mg0.Mg(N0 3 ) 2 ; this decomposes 
without melting, leaving magnesia. 

If the decomposition of the neutral niirato be stopped tho moment 
nitric oxide begins to bo evolved, a deliquescent mass is obtained, 
which dissolves in nitric acid, and on cooling doposils transparent 
prisms, consisting of Mg(N0 3 ) 2 .2H 2 0. 

The basic nitrate, whon treated with nitric acid, yields the neutral 
salt, but owing to tho quantity of water sot free it is impossible to 
obtain aoid salts ; the author therefore proposes bo saturate a solution 
of the neutral salt with nitric anhydride, which will combiuo with the 
water, and thus a solution of tho anhydrous salt in nitric acid will Ik* 
obtained. 

To this group besides magnesium nitrate belong tho nitrates of 
manganese, aluminium, zino, uranium, copper, and irou. which trive 
the following salts:— * 


Mg(N0 3 )*.3H a 0 

Mg(Na)2.2H 2 0 

2[Zn(N0 3 ) a ].3H 8 0 


2[Mn(N0 a V].5H 2 0 

Mn(N 03 )*.H *0 

A3(N0 3 ) 8 .4H*0 


(U0 s )(N0 3 ) 2 ,3H a () 
0u(N0 3 ) 8 .3H a 0 
Pe^CNOa ) a .6JI a O. 


Of these, the nitrates of manganese, aluminium, and iron loavo a 
residue of oxide when heated ; the others yield basic nitrates. 

Secondly, there exists a class of nitrates which aro insoluble, or 
only sparingly soluble in nitric acid, to which belong the nitrates of 
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sodium, lithium, calcium, strontium, barium, nickel, cobalt, bismuth, 
cadmium, mercury, and silver. L. T. O’S. 

Contributions to our Knowledge of Clays and Earthenware 
Goods, ( Dingl . polyt. 234, 465 — 473). — Bischof mentions a new 

source of bauxite at Kleinsteinheim, in the Offenbach district. The 
following is the composition : — 

Ala0 3 . Si0 3 . Ee^Oa. Loss on ignition. 

56-02 10*97 6-19 26*42 = 99*60 

Leger gives the following analyses (p. 156) of clay substances used 
for the preparation of fine white goods. A and B are French goods, 
0 and D are Belgian, goods, the former being used for fine goods, the 
latter for ordinary ; and E is German. 

Lindhorst states that, besides lime and the flue gases, the alumina 
and alkalis contained in clay also influence the coloration of clay; 
whereas gypsum is inactive. Experiments were made with various 
oxides, the colour produced being red with iron, green with chromium, 
grey with copper, white with zinc, yellowish-grey with nickel, brown 
with manganese, pink to violet with gold, ana greyish-white with 
platinum. Mixtures of these substances produce intermediate shades. 
The black-burning of Indian goods is explained by Sarnow as follows : 
— When earthenware goods are polished by rubbing them, the surface 
of the clay is rendered more compact ; by subsequently placing the 
clay in a sooty atmosphere, and exposing it to a temperature high 
enough to expel the combined water, the pores produced are filled with 
coal. The latter cannot ignite in a reducing atmosphere, and becomes 
fixed in the pores as the clay shrinks. A shining mass is produced, 
which is so denso that it resists even the penetration of water. 

D. B. 

Ultramarine. By Knapp (Dingl. polyt. 234, 479 — 486). — In 
the first part of his investigation of this subject (ibid., 229, 69, 173), 
Iho author considered mainly the changes taking place during the 
formation of ultramarine, and its subsequent conversion into blue. 
The object of the present papor is to consider the cases, which, although 
not strictly connected with ultramarine, represent properties common 
to the same. Those aro well known, and the author merely mentions 
a fow instances, which have not yet been noticed. 

Dressol fouud that nosoan assumed a pure blue colour, when heated 
with coal. (Nosoan is a mixture of haiiyne and sodalito.) During the 
fusion of borax with sodium sulphide, i.e., the yellow colouring of glass, 
it was noticed that after the addition of boraoic acid to the fused mass, 
a black product was formed, which on continued heating assumed a 
blue colour. The same colour was produced when potassium thiocya- 
nate was fused, and also when sulphur was introduced into potassium 
cyanide and tho mixture heated. The formation of blue with fused 
borax led to the following important deductions: — 1. Silicic acid can 
be replaced by boraoic acid, in order to produce the blue. 2. The 
borate gives a blue as stable in properties as the silicate. 3. The blue 
of the borate is not altered by fusion, its melting point being high 
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enough to avoid the destruction of coloar. 4. Alumina is not abso- 
lutely requisite for developing the blue colour. Silica without alumina, 
and alumina without silica form the blue colour. Besides these, other 
bodies gave similar results, e.g aluminium borate, calcium phosphate, 
and stannic oxide produce the blue colour. D. B. 

Erbium. By P. T. Cl^ve (Oonvpt. rend., 89, 708 — 709). — This is 
an acknowledgment of Soret’s claims to priority in the discovery pub- 
lished by the author (ibid., 15th September, 1879). He points out 
that the substance called by him holndum is the same as that called x 
by Soret. L. T. O’S. 

Tungsten Bronze. By J. Philipp and P. Schwebel (Ber., 12, 
2234 — 2236). — Although tungsten bronze (the golden-yellow com- 
pound obtained by fusing acid sodium tungstate in a current of 
hydrogen) resists the action of acids and of alkalis, it is readily de- 
composed by an ammoniacal solution of silver nitrate. By making 
use of this fact in analysing the substance, the authors find that its 
composition is NTaWOs, instead of NaaWO* + W 2 0 6 , as stated by 
Malaguti (Atm. Chim. Phys., 60, 284). W. 0. W. 

New Basic Salts of Mercuric Sulphide. By W. Spring 
(Annalrn, 199,116 — 126). — The yellow amorphous substance, which 
is precipitated on the addition of mercurous nitrate to an aqueous 
solution of tetrathionic acid (Wachenroder, Annalen, 60, 190), has, 
after drying and treatment with carbon bisulphide, the composition 
Hg 4 S 4 0 4 . Its formation is due to the following reactions : — 


H,SA + Hg a (N0j) 8 = Hg 3 S 4 0 6 + 2HN0 3 
21Ig a S 4 O fi + 3H,0 = Hg 4 S 4 0 4 -j- 2H,S0 4 + H,SO a + S. 

When perfectly free from tetrathionic acid, this substance undergoes 
no change on exposure to the light or to a temperature of 120°. The 
amount of heat evolved on treating thus body with sodium sulphide 
shows that it is not a mixture of mercuric sulphide and sulphate, but 
a definite compound, viz., trithiabasie mercuric sulphate. The salt is 
insoluble in water and in most acids. It is soluble in aqua, regia and 
in a mixture of hydrochloric acid and bromine, and it is converted by 
tlio action of warm nitric acid into awhito insoluble salt, monoikiobasic 
trmercurie sulphate , JigS(ligS0 4 ) 3 . 

Tntkiobasic mercuric sulphate is decomposed by alkaline solutions, 
forming black mercuric sulphide. On boiling with barium nitrate, 
mercuric sulphide and barium sulphate are obtained. When the salt 
is boiled in water, sulphuric acid passes into solution and a dark yellow 
product remains, which has the composition (HgS) 8 HgO. Trithio- 
basic mercuric oxide turns black, and evolves sulphuretted hydrogen 
when brought in contact with dilute hydrochloric acid. 

It is suggested that, for the purpose of classification, the basic mer- 
curic sulphates may be considered to be derived from the following 
typos, in which the 0 or S is replaced by the group S0 4 . 
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Thiobasie. 



Oxybasio. 

H»°.H g 0*0 _ 

X H g.O.HtT Hg.O.Hg 

W. 0. W. 


Oxidation of Gold by Galvanic Action. By Bbhtiihuot 
(Oompt rend., 89, 683— 684).— Grotthuss (Ann. ( Ihim . Pkijz., 58, 60) 
observed that a gold wire is dissolved when employed as the positive 
terminal of a circuit in sulphuric acid. Tho author confirms those 
results, and shows that under similar circumstances nitric acid also 
dissolves gold. This is duo neither to ozone nov, as suggested by 
Chevreul, to persulphuric acid, for neither of them has any action on 
gold. L. T. OU 


Organic Chemistry. 


Normal Paraffins. By 0. Sohoblemmhk (Anmlen, 199, 139— 
144). — By chlorinating pure hoxano (from secondary hexyl iodide 
prepared by the action of hydriodic acid on mannitol), a mixture of 
monochlorides is obtained (b. p. 121 — 134°), which yields hexylene 
and ethyl-hexyl ethers on decomposition with alcoholic potash. Tho 
olefine combines with hydrochloric acid at tho ordinary temperature, 
forming a chloride which boils at 124° without decomposition ; whilst, 
according to Morgan (Atm., 161, 275), the corresponding chloride 
from petroleum boils at 116° with decomposition. The aeoUito from 
the chloride yields an alcohol boiling at 130—135° and another at. 
135 — 140°, which split up on oxidation into acetic and butyric acids ; 
propionic acid could not be detected. 

The fact that the paraffins from petroleum liavo a higher specific 
gravity than those from other sources, and that tho specific gmv it y 
diminishes when a portion of tho hydrocarbon is oxidised by nitric 
acid, indicates that the normal paraffins from petroleum probably con- 
sist of a complicated mixture of homologous and isomeric by tiro- 
carbons. W. O. W. 

Constitution of Dibrom-ethylene. By E. Dnuolh (Bcr., 12, 
2245 — 2247). — By the action of aluminium chloride ou a solution of 
dibromethylene in benzene, unsymmetrical dbplwnylethylme, Oil/, 0Ph 8 , 
b. p. 174 — 176°, and a liquid boiling above 350°, are formed. The 
production of the former hydrocarbon shows tliat dibromethylene is 
also unsymmetrical, Br*C ! CH a . This result agreos with tho con- 
clusions arrived at by Anschutz (Ber., 12, 2073). W, 0. W. 

Glucose. By Eje&anohimont ( Oompt rend., 89, 713— 714).— In 
applying Liebermann’s method for the preparation of the acetyl deri- 
vatives of the phenols to the carbohydrates, the author obtained with 
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glucose a crystalline acetyl compound soluble in benzene, alcohol, 
acotic anhydride, and acetic acid ; sparingly soluble in ether and in 
petroleum spirit, and insoluble in water. It is octo-acetyl diglucose, 
0i4Hii0 3 (0 (1 Hi0a) 8 , (m. p. 100°). It has a bitter taste, is dextrorota- 
tory, and unlike glucose it is oxidised only with great difficulty; 
boiling chromic mixture does not attack it, and phosphorus penta- 
chlorido acts on it but slowly. L. T. O’S. 

Cellulose. By FnANOHiMONr (Compt. rend., 89, 711 — 712). — Not 
being able to obtain any reaction between cellulose, acetic anhydride, 
and sodium acetate, the author substituted concentrated sulphuric acid 
for the last substance, when a violent reaction set in, and the cellu- 
lose was dissolved, the solution becoming coloured. On adding water 
to tho solution, a white precipitate is formed, which is filtered and 
washed with cold alcohol until the washings are no longer coloured. 
The residue is then dissolved in hot alcohol, and from the solution 
microscopic noedles or plates separate out (m. p. 212°). These are 
soluble in benzene, sparingly soluble in cold alcohol, and insoluble in 
ether. It has the empirical formula OmHmOjt,* and appears to be a 
derivative of triglucose, containing tho acetyl-group eleven times. An 
acetyl-derivative is also obtained by substituting zinc chloride for sul- 
phuric acid. This corresponds with a triacetyl-compound, but it is 
moro probable that it is a saturated acetyl-derivative of ^molecules of 
glucose — (w— l)OH 2 . It has not yet been identified with Schutzen- 
bergor’s triacetyl-cellulose. The author has applied the same reaction 
to othor carbohydrates, L. T. O’S. 

Commercial Trimethylamine. By E, Duvilher and A. Btri- 
swe ( Oompt . rend., 89, 709 — 711). — To detect the presence of ethyl- 
amine in commercial trimethylamine, which escaped the authors’ notice 
in thoir previous research (this Journal, Abst., 1879, 912 from being 
present only in very small quantity (2 per cont.) ; the mother-liquors 
irom tho purification of the oxamidos are decomposed with potash and 
tho bases converted into sulphates ; these are treat od with absoluto 
alcohol, which dissolves, all with tho exception of mouomethylamine 
sulphato, Tho soluble sulphates are distilled whh potash, the bases 
collected over absolute alcohol, and the solutions treated with oxalic 
ether. Tho oxamic others 01*0 decomposed with lime, when crystals 
of calcium monothyloxumatc separate out. This is tho sixth base 
found in commercial trimothylamino. Tho authors also reply to 
Vincent’s remarks (this Journal, Abst., 1879, 918) on their previous 
publication. L. T. O’S. 

Ethylamine. By H. Kohler (Bor., 12, 2208— 2211).-— When a 
solution of mercurio chloride is boiled with ethylamine and the hot 
mixture filtered, the filtrate deposits on cooling white pearly scales, 
which have the composition Cl.HgNHEt. The insoluble precipitate 
which is formed at the same time is converted by boiling with water 
into yellow oxyraercurethylamine chloride, CIHg.O.HgNHEt, 

Hence it appears that the action of ethylamine on mercuric chloride 
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is analogous to that of ammonia; the product, however, is much more 
readily oxidisable than is the case with white precipitate. 

W. 0. w. 

Action of Potassium Dichromate on Acetic Acid and 
Potassium Acetate. By L. Danesi (Quzzetta, 9, 420 — 421). — The 
author finds that, when acetic acid is boiled with a solution of potas- 
sium dichromate, the acid is oxidised at the expense of the chromic 
acid, and carbonic anhydride is prodaccd. In one experiment, the 
author employed equal weights of potassium? dichromato and acetic 
acid ; the latter diluted with water, but how much is not stated. Tins 
dichromate acts on potassinm aoetate in a similar manner, the chromic 
acid liberating acetic acid, which ia subsequently oxidised. 

C. E. G. 

Action of Hypochlorous Acid on Acrylic Acid. By P. 
Melikoff (Bar., 12, 2227 — 2228). — The monoehlorolaotio acid ob- 
tained by the action of hypochlorous acid on a dilute aqueous solution 
of acrylic acid and the acid formed by treating glyceric acid with 
hydrochloric acid (Bar., 12, 178, this Journal, Abst., 1871), 5'2l) are 
shown to be identical, by a comparison of their amido-derivativos and 
of their barium and tin salts (both of which are amorphous). The 
amido-acid, which is produced by heating ethyl chlorolaetato and 
ammonia at 120°, crystallises in long y thin prisms, and also in four- 
sided plates. It resembles serine in most of its properties, but is 
somewhat less soluble in water. W. C. W. 

Acetylenediearboxylic Acid. By E. Bandrowhki ( Jkr 12, 
2212 — -2216). — Dapper acetylaitedicarboxylate, CuCiO* -p SII^O, forms 
glistening blue scales, which are sparingly soluble in cold water, and 
are decomposed by hot water. This salt slowly undergoes decom- 
position at the .ordinary temperature. The silver salt dissolves in 
strong nitric acid, but the solution 3*apidly bocomos turbid, owing to 
the deposition of silver cyanide. 

Acetylenediearboxylic acid is converted into succinic acid by iho 
action of nascent hydrogen. When hoatod with water, it spins up 
according to the equation CJIA as C0 3 + GjIiA. The now acid 
melts at 145°, and is soluble in water, alcohol, and oilier. It is crys- 
talUne, and forms well crystallised sails. " 

When bromine is added to an aqueous solution of aooiylouodicar- 
boxylic acid, the dibromo-ocid, CJLl 2 BrA, is formed, together with 
small quantities of bromoform, and a crystalline compound of unknown 
composition. 

Dibromacetylemdicarboxylic add is deposited from its aqueous solid ion 
m transparent crystals, which dissolve freely in other and in alcohol. 
The silver salt, CUBraChAg* + ^H a O, crystallises in small noodles, 
which explode when heated. The lead salt, CiBrAPb, also forms 
needles which are soluble in water. The acid begins to blacken at 
217 , and melts with decomposition at 220°. On distillation it yields 
hydrobromic acid and Kekul^s dibromomaleic acid (m. p. 108°) 

(Annaleriy 130, 3), hence it may be regarded as clibromofumaric 
acid. 
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Attempts to prepare tetrabroraosuccinic acid by the action of bro- 
mine on acetylenedicarboxylic acid were unsuccessful. 

w. o. w. 

Oarbamido-palladioTis Chloride, or Palladoso-ttramonium 
Chloride. By E. Drecesel (J*. pr , Ohem 20, 469 — 475). — This 
substance is obtained by mixing solutions of palladious chloride and 
urea. It forms a brownish crystalline powder, sparingly soluble in 
water, and has the formula Pd Cl^CNsEUQ ■=? Pd[NH 2 (CO.NH a )Cl] 2 . 
As it is nearly insoluble in water, attempts were made to found a 
method of estimating urea and palladium by its formation, but with 
no success in the former, and unsatisfactory results in the latter case. 
When boiled with water, it undergoes the following decomposition : — 

PdCl a .2NH 2 (CO.NH 2 ) + 2H 2 0 = PdCl 2 .2NH 8 + 2NHa + 2C0 2 . 

When evaporated with excess of palladious chloride, the urea appears 
to be partially decomposed with formation of free cyanic acid. Some 
urea combining with the cyanic acid, biuret is produced : — 

NH a .CONH a + HCNO = (NH 2 .CQ) 2 NH:. 

An attempt was made to prepare hydantoic acid by evaporating 
glycocine with carbamido-palladious chloride, but without success. 
Besides small quantities of biuret, urea hydrochloride, and palla- 
dium bases, palladious amidoacetate was formed. No hydantoic acid 
could be detected. W. R. 

Relative Displaceability of Bromine in the Monobromo- 
benzyl Bromides. By 0. L. Jacksok (Ber., 12, 2248—2245). — 
When sodium acetate acts ou the ortho-, metar, and para-monobromo- 
benzyl bromides nnder similar conditions, the bromine replaced in 
these compounds in a given time is in the ratio 52 : 7/ : 100. 

W. 0. w. 

Tolylphenol. By G. Mazzara (Oazsetta, 9, 421 — 428).— The 
xylone employed for the preparation of the tolyl chloride is obtained 
from commercial xylene by fractional distillation, and agitating the 
portion boiling at 136—189° with concentrated sulphuric acid. On 
redistilling the undissolved hydrocarbon, it yields a fraction boiling at 
137 — 139°, which is treated with chlorine while boiling to convert it 
into tolyl chloride (b. p. 190 — 105°). When equal parts of tolyl 
chloride and phenol arc boated with zinc filings, a violent reaction takes 
plaoe, with evolution of hydrochloric acid and formation of tolyl- 
phonol, OH.OeHi.OnHi.OHyMo, which may be soparated from the pro- 
duct by fractional distillation. It is a colourless liquid of feeble 
odour, boiling at 250 — 255° under a pressure of 8 — 10 mm. It is in- 
soluble in water, but dissolves in alcohol, ether, chloroform, and alkaline 
Solutions. It gives no coloration with ferric salts. When tolylphenol 
is treated with acetic chloride, it yields an acetate, 

AcO . C 6 H 4 . OeH*. CHaMe. 

This is a colourless liquid, boiling at 250° under a pressure of 9 mm., 
and decomposing on exposure to moist air, with formation of tolyl- 
phonol and acetic acid. 0. E. G. 
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Action of Nitrosodimethylaniline on Phenols which do not 
contain the Methyl Group. By R. Mej l do la (Bm\, 12, 20(>ft — 
2066).— When nitrosodimethylaniline hydrochloride (1 mol.) is slowly 
added to a solution of /3-naphthol (1 mol.) in glacial acetic acid at 
110°, a blue mass is produoed. This is washed with water, dissolved 
in hot alcohol, and mixed with hydrochloric} acid, On cooling, bronze- 
coloured needles are deposited, which dissolve in alcohol ami in water, 
forming a bluish- violet solution. 

Similar compounds are obtained by tho action of uitroHodimotliyh 
aniline on resorcinol and on a-naphthol. W. 0. W. 

Action of Ferric Chloride on OrthocLiamidobenzene. By 
C. Rudolph (Ber., 12, 2211 — 2212). — By the action of ferric chloride 
on orthodiamidobenzene, a hydrochloride is formed which lias the com- 
position C 2 iHi8N 6 0.2HCL5H 2 0. The base combines with sulphuric 
acid, yielding several different salts. Tho formula of the neutral sul- 
phate is C^HwNeO.HaSO^BH^. W. 0. W. 


Tolylenediamines. By R. Nietzki (Ber., 12, 2236— -2238). — 
Paradiamidotoluene (m. p. 64°) from nitro-orthotoluidino (m, p. 130°) 
is identical with the tolylenediamine fro m araidoazotoluono. Tho 
para-diamines can be distinguished from the ortho- and mota-dinmines 
by their forming quinones on oxidation with ferric chloride, whilst tho 
ortho-componnds yield a coloured crystalline precipitate having a 
metallic lustre. 

whilst the meta-derivatives yield colouring matters analogous to 
phenylene brown, and the ortho-diaminos give colourless stable com- 
pounds containing nitrogen. W. 0. W. 


Occurrence of Paraleucaniline in the Manufacture of 
Rosaniline. By 0. GHuebb (Ben, 12, 2241— 2242).— Considerable 
quantities of paraleucaniline are found in tho rosanilino manufacture 
in the mother liquors from which tho clirysanilmo has boon precipi- 
tated. Whether loucanilinc is tho first product of tho reaction of 
arsenic acid on a mixture of aniline and toluidino (tho colouring 
matters being afterwards formed by oxidation), or whether it owes Hh 
origin to the reduction of pamrosanilino is uncertain, but tho author 
considers the first hypothesis tho moro probabfo. W. 0. W. 


Dimethylphenyl Glycocine or Phenylbetai’ne. By J, Kimmku- 
maitn (Ber., 12, 2206 — 220 ?). — Phenylbetamo hydwMoruh, 

CioH w 0 8 N.HC1, 


formed by digesting an ethereal solution of dimethylanilino (2 molw ) 
with monochloracetio acid (1 mol.) can be obtained in while noodles 
by adding ether to the concentrated aqueous solution of tho compound 
The platinoohloride forms beautiful dark red crystals. r 

OHjk 

Phenylbetaim ethyhMoride, ^ J>N.(Me) 8 PhBtCl, is deposited in 
hygroscopic crystals when a mixture of ethyl monochloracoiato and 
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dimethylaniline is heated at 100° for four hours. On treatment with 
silver oxide, the chlorine is eliminated from this substance, and a 
powerful base is produced, which is very deliquescent, and does not 
appear to form crystalline salts. W. C. W. 

Hydroxyazobenzene and Paramethylhydroxyazobenzene. By 

G. Mazzara ( Qazzetta , 9, 424 — 425). — Mydroxyazolenzene or phenol- 
diazobenzene , OmHiqN»0, has already been obtained by Griess (Annalen, 
137, 84), and by KekuI6 and Higed (Ber., 4, 233). The author finds 
that the most convenient mode of preparation is to dissolve 3 parts of 
potassium nitrite in 400 of water, and pour in a solution of 2 parts of 
aniline nitrite and 2 of phenol in 200 of water. The solution soon 
becomes turbid and deposits the azo-compound, which should be 
collectod after 24 hours, dissolved in dilute ammonia to separate 
resin, and the filtered solution precipitated with hydrochloric acid. 
After recrystallisation from boiling dilute alcohol the substance melts 
at 148—154°. 

Pcurarnethylhydroxybenzene or Paracresoldiazobenzene, 

O e Hs.N : KC 6 H 3 Me.OH, 

may be prepared in a similar manner, substituting pure paracresol for 
phenol. The product is purified from an oily substance by repeated 
crystallisation from boiling alcohol. It forms lustrous red crystals 
(m. p. 108—109°) which are but little soluble in cold and only mode- 
rately soluble in hot alcohol. It is soluble in ether, in alcohol, and in 
alkaline solutions. C. E. G. 

Cymenecarboxylic Acid. By E. Patbrn5 and P. Spioa (Qaz- 
zetta , 9, 400). — It has been shown (Gaa., 5, 30) that when sodium 
cymenosulphato is distilled with potassium cyanide, an oil is produced 
which may bo converted into the amide C 0 H 3 Me(C 3 H7).CONH 3 (m. p. 
138 — 139°) by the action of alcoholic potash. Although this com- 
pound resists the action of alcoholic potash in a remarkable degree, it 
splits up when fused with potash, yielding an acid of the formula 
O 0 H 3 Mo(O i 3 H7) .CO OH, crystallising in slender needles (m. p. 63°) and 
isomeric with Rossi’s homocuminic aoid (m. p„ 52°). The amide is 
converted into tho acid much more readily by heating it with concen- 
trated hydrochloric acid at 180° than by fusion with potash. Tho 
authors have endeavoured to prepare cymenecarboxylic acid by other 
methods, such as fusing the cyraenesulphate with sodium formate, 
and by tho action of sodium and carbonic anhydride on bromocvmene, 
but without any satisfactory result. 0. E. G. 

Metanaidocinnamic Acid. By G. Mazzara (Qazzetta, 9, 425 — 
428). — The motanitrooinnamic acid from which the amido-acid was""' 
obtained was prepared according to SdhifPs method by heating nitro- 
benzoic aldehyde with acetic aldehyde and sodium acetate. On re- 
ducing the nitre-group in the aoid by boiling it with tin and hydro- 
chloric acid, and subsequently removing the tin by means of hydrogen 
sulphide, the metamidooimamio add hydrochloride, 

HCUSTHa.OdH4.OH : OH.OOOH, 
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was obtained in thin plates, permanent in tlie air and solubto in hot 
alcohol, from which it crystallises in noedlos. The amido-acid sepa- 
rated from the copper salt by hydrogen sulphide was very unstable* 

Attempts were made to oxidise the amido-acid wiih nitrous acid, so 
as to obtain the corresponding metahydroxycinnamic acid, which 
with cumaric and paracumaric acids would complete the series of 
the three possible hydroxycinnamic acids. It was found, however, 
that the action went much further, me tally droxybenzoio acid, 
0 6 H 4 (0H) COOH (m. p. 196—107°) boing produced. 0. E. 0. 

Synthesis of Phenylcomnarin. By A. OaiiiAimo (Oanrtta, 9, 
428— 432).— On heating 20 parts of salicylaldehyde with 28 of dry 
sodium alphatoluate and 70 of acetic anhydride at 150° for 8 hours, 
a red-brown crystalline mass is obtained which is boilod with water 
for some time and then allowed to cool. The insolublo portion, when 
treated with a hot solution of sodium carbonate, partly dissolves, and 
on acidifying the liquid, acetylpheni/lcoumaric acid, OnHuO*, is preci- 
pitated in the crystalline state. The portion remaining un dissolved, 
which is the chief product of the reaction, is impure phonylcou- 
marin. 

Acetyl phenylcoumaric acid, when purified by crystallisation from 
boiling water, in which it is moderately soluble, forms long, while, 
very slender needles. It is soluble in alcohol and in other, but only 
sparingly so in cold water. When heated, it begins to soften and givo 
ofE gas at 170°, but at 180° it fuses to a transparent liquid; if after 
being allowed to cool it is again heated, it melts at 130°. From this 
the author is inclined to believe that when the acid is boated, it loses 
acetic acid and is converted into phenyleoumarin. The si I oar acehjK 
\ pheivylcoirmarate , CnHuO^Ag, obtained by precipitating the sodium 
salt with silver nitrate, crystallises from boiling wntor in tufts of 
slender, colourless needles, which become yellowish-red on keeping. 

The phenyleoumarin, Ci 6 H 1() Oo, after purification by crystallisation 
from boiling alcohol, with addition of animal charcoal, forms largo 
transparent colourless prisms (m. p. 139—140°), soluble in ether. It 
is odourless. Like coumarin, it dissolves when boiled with potash 
solution, and is precipitated unchanged on adding an acid. When 
treated with sodium-amalgam in dilute alcoholic solution, phenyl- 
ooumarin is converted into a now acid, which may bo isolated by 
acidulating the solution and agitating it with other. It crystallises 
in prisms (m. p. 120°), and is, perhaps, phenylmolilotic acid, but has 
not as yet been further examined. 

Prom its mode of formation the author believes that acot yl phony 1- 
coumaric acid has the rational formula icO.OgH4.Oll I OPh.UOOII, 
whilst phenyleoumarin, if regarded as tho anhydride of phenylcoumaric 
yCs^.CH 

acid, would he 0<f || 

X CO .CPh 0 . EL a. 

Fittical and Eupittonic Acid. By A. W, Hofmawk (Zfcr. 12, 
2216 — 2222). — The formation of eupittonic acid is analogous to that 
of pararosaniline, as is shown by the following oquations : — 



ORGANIC CHEMISTRY. 


165 


2C,H,N + 0 7 H 8 N = Ci*HnN» + H, 

2C 8 Hi 0 O 3 *f CjHijOi — C^HstOg -I- Ha 

Dimethyl- Dimethyl- Eupittonio 

pyrogallate. methylpyro- acid, 

gallate. 

The sodium and barinm salts of this acid have the composition 
CaoHaiNaaOs and CjaH^BaOs respectively* The diacetyl derivative, 
OaeHaAcaOa, is best prepared by the action of acetic anhydride on an 
alcoholic solution of sodium eupitton&te ; it crystallises in yellow 
needles, which melt at 265° and decompose with evolution of violet 
vapours. The crystals are soluble in alcohol and are decomposed by 
alkalis and by acids. 

The yellow amorphous substance (j Ber., 12, 1371) obtained as a bye- 
product in the preparation of diacetyleupittonic acid by heating a 
mixture of acetic anhydride and oupittonic acid is insoluble in water, 
but dissolves freely in alcohol, ether, and acetic acid. It is also dis- 
solved by alkalis and by strong sulphuric acid ; on neutralising the 
alkaline, or diluting the acid solutions, the original substance is repre- 
cipitated. 

Bibenzoyl oupittonic add , C 25 H 24 BZ 3 O 9 , remains as a yellow powder 
when a mixture of benzoic anhydride and sodium eupittonate is fused 
and the product extracted with alcohol. The compound dissolves in 
chloroform, and may bo obtained in golden needles (m. p. 232°) by 
adding alcohol to the chloroform solution. By the action of benzoic 
chloride on eupittonio acid, a white crystalline powder is obtained. 

Methyl eupittonate prepared by the action of methyl iodide on sodium 
eupittonate is deposited from alcohol in golden needles (m. p. 242°). 
The ethyl salt (m. p. 202°) resembles the preceding compound in its 
mode of preparation and in its properties. 

When a concentrated alcoholic solution of iodine is added to a cold 
acetic acid solution of eupittonio acid, brown glistening prisms are 
deposited which have the composition CwHaaOsI*. This compound is 
decomposed by heat. By the action of strong alkalis and acids, eupit- 
tonic acid is regenerated. On treating an alcoholic solution of the 
iodine-compound with sulphurous acid, hydriodic, sulphuric, and eupit- 
ionio acids are formed, but on heating the liquid, the original substance 
is again formed, since the sulphurous acid decomposes the hydriodic 
acid with formation of iodine, which at once combines with the eupit- 
tonic acid* 

Eupittonio acid is decomposed by the action of water at 270°, with 
formation of dimethyl pyrogallate and a crystalline body which is 
soluble in alcohol, ammonia, and soda. The dimethyl ether of methyl 
pyrogallol is not produced by this reaction. Eupittonio triamine 
undergoes no change on boiling with aniline. When heated at 250° 
with water, it splits up into ammonia and eupittonio acid. 

w. 0. w. 

Hydroxylation by Direct Oxidation. By R. Meyer and A. 
Baur (Ber., 12, 2238 — 2241). — The following experiments support 
i he hypothesis that it is only atoms of hydrogen occupying a ter- 
tiary position which are capable of undergoing direct oxidation to 
hydroxyl : — 

VOIu XXXVIII. 


n 
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formal propylbenzenesulphonic acid is oxidised to carbonic anhy- 
dride and potassium sulphate by the action of potassium permanga- 
nate in an aniline solution, whilst, under similar conditions, cumone- 
sulphonic acid is converted into hydroxypropylbenzenesulphonic acid, 
OeBUt S0 3 H) CsHb-OH. 

By treating the product of the action of phosphorus pentachlorido 
on this acid with ammonia, propenylbonzenesulphamide, 

C 6 H4(SO a .NH 2 )C 3 H5, 

is formed. This sulphamide melts at 152°, and combines readily with 
bromine. W- C. W. 

Cumenesulphonic Acids and a New Cumol. By P. Spica 
( Oaazetta , 9, 433 — 444). — All observers who have hitherto studied 
the action of sulphuric acid on cumene are agreed that only one sul- 
phonic acid is formed; although there is great discrepancy in the 
description of the salts which this acid forms, and especially with regard 
to the amount of water of crystallisation they contain. As, how- 
ever, it has been show by Patein6 and Spica (Gass., 7, 21, and this 
Journal, 1877, 1, 707) that normal propylbenzene forms two sulphonic 
acids, and analogous results have been obtained with butylbenzeno, 
&c., it seemed highly improbable that cumene (isopropylbonzene) 
shonld give such a different result, especially as the author had 
observed, in tbe preparation of cumol from tbe crude cumenesulpbate, 
that a small portion of tbe product passed over below 220°, and that 
this did not completely solidify at a low temperature. 

The cumene employed in the research was prepared by distiljing 
cumic acid with lime and iron filings and rectifying over .go din in. 
The pure cumene, boiling at 150 — 155°, was converted into the sul- 
phonic acid by agitating it with twice its weight of a mixture of equal 
parts of ordinary and of fuming sulphuric acid, the action being com- 
pleted by heating it at 100° for a few minutes. The sulphonic acid 
was diluted, neutralised with pure barium carbonate, and the product 
submitted to a careful fractional crystallisation. By this means the 
author succeeded in isolating two barium cumenesulph a tea ; the quo 
which is formed in larger quantity crystallises in micaceous scales, 
somewhat unctuous to the touch, and containing 1 mol- H 2 0, thus 
confirming the observations of ffittig, Schaeffer, and Koenig 5 the other, 
formed only in small quantity, remains in the mother-liquors from the 
crystallisation of the first salt, being much more soluble. It crystal- 
lises in microscopic nodules, and contains 3H*0 or 3^H 4 0, which can- 
not be driven off completely without decomposing the salt. Tho cor- 
responding lead salts are very similar, containing 1 mol. H a O and 
3 mols. H s O respectively. By treating the sodium salts with phos- 
phorus pentachloride and converting the chlorides thus formed into 
the amides by the action of alcoholic ammonia, two sulphamides are 
obtained corresponding with the two barium oumenesulphatos. The 
one from the less soluble barium salt is a solid substance which, by 
crystallisation from dilute alcohol, may be separated into two definite 
compounds, both containing sulphur and nitrogen, and having the for- 
mula CeH* ( CyET?) . S O2NH2. The less soluble compound which occurs 
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in largest quantity forms white micaceous scales (m. p. 107°), very 
soluble in alcohol, soluble also in boiling sodium carbonate solution 
without alteration; the more soluble compound obtained from the 
mother-liquors of the first is relatively small in quantity and crys- 
tallises in white scales (m. p. 96°). The sulphamide corresponding 
with the barium salt with 3H 2 0 is, a brown oily liquid which could 
not be purified, but the author believes it to be identical with the crys- 
talline sulphamide mentioned above as melting at 96°. The sulpha- 
mide (m. p. 107°), when oxidised by fusion with potash, appears to 
yield a mixture of salicylic and parahydrexybenzoic acids, whilst the 
oily sulphamide gives a small quantity of a very impure acid, melting 
between 150° and 170°. 

Cumol , C 6 H4(0 3 H 7 ).0H. —The crystallisable cumol (m. p. 61°) ob- 
tained from the cumenesulphonic acid formed in largest quantity has 
already been described by Faterao and the author. The small quan- 
tity of the sodium salt of the second sulphonic acid at the author’s 
disposal yielded about 5 grams of a new phenol by fusion with potash 
in the ordinary way. This new cumol is an almost colourless liquid, 
and boils at 218-5° (cor.) nnder a pressure of 756*18 mm. It does not 
solidify when cooled with ice and salt. It is slightly soluble in water, 
and the solution is coloured violet by ferric salts. 

In order to ascertain the constitution of the two cumols, they were 
converted into the corresponding ethyl ethers in the usual way and 
then oxidised with chromic mixture. The etkylcumol, C0H n .OEt, from 
the solid cumol (m. p. 61°) is a colourless, mobile liquid (b. p. 220° 
cor. at 757 mm.) and sp. gr. at 0° = 0*94377, at 100° = 0*86369. 
By oxidation it yields paraethoxybenzoic acid (m. p. 194 — 195°). 
The ethjlcmnol from the liquid cumol boils at 213° (uncor.), and on 
oxidation gives an oily acid soluble in alcohol and in ether, besides a 
small quantity of an acid melting at 194°. Ethysalioylic acid melts at 
19*5° O.. From these results it would seem that the solid cumol is 
paraasoprapylphenol , and the liquid cumol orthoisqpropylphmol. It is 
evidont also that the perfect separation of the isomeric barium cumene- 
sulpbonatos cannot be effected without great difficulty. 

0. E. G. 

Empirical Formula of Skatole. By M. Nancei (J. pr. Ohem., 20, 
466 — 469). — This product is the rosuli of long putrefaction of animal 
matter, and its formation is subsequent to that of indole and phenol. 
Tho author propared it by the putrefaction of pancreas and muscle for 
five months. The putrefied mass was acidified with acetic acid and 
distilled, and the skatole, which volatilised with water* vapour, was 
separated from the distillate by acidifying it with hydrochloric acid 
and adding picric acid. On analysis, it gave numbers agreeing with 
the formula C 9 HoN, and its pioric derivative has the formula 
C 9 H 9 ]N.C 6 BL a (N08)30H. The author throws out the suggestion that 
skatole is methylmdole. W. R 

Action of Chlorine on Naphthalene-a-sulphonic Chloride*: 
7 -TrichIoronaphthalene. By O. Widmann (JB&r , 12, 2228—2231).*— 
The tetrachloride of the a-sulphonic chloride , ( C 10 H 5 C1 2 S O2CI) Ch, formed 

*>. 0, 
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when chlorine (2 mols.) is passed into a solution of naphtha! ene- 
a-sulphonic chloride in carbon bisulphide : it is an oily liquid, freely 
soluble in the usual solvents : it has not yet been solidified. The 
potassium dichlorosulphonato, which is obtained by the action of alco- 
holic potash on the tetrachloride, yields on treatment with phosphorus 
pentachloride, dicJiloronaphthalene-cc-sulpliovic chloride, CioH a Cl a .l§O a 01. 
After recrystallisation from boiling glacial acetic acid and from ben- 
zene, the chloride is deposited in glistening needles or scales (m. p. 
145°). Heated in sealed tubes with water, it yields dichloronaphtha- 
lene-a-sulphonic acid. y-Trichloronaplithalme, C10H5OI3, previously de- 
scribed by Atterberg (Ber , 9, 316), is formed when the sulphonic 
chloride is distilled with phosphorus pentachloride. This derivative 
yields dinitrodichlorophtbalic acid on nitration, which indicates that 
the 7-trichloronaphthalene contains two chlorine atoms in one benzene 
nucleus and one chlorine atom in the other. Hence it is probable that 
the only difference in the constitution between the 7 and £ compounds 
is that the isolated chlorine atom occupies the a position in the one 
compound and the (S position in the other. W. 0. W, 

DicMoronapMhalen e-a-sulphonic Acid. By 0. Widmann 
(Ber., 12 , 2231 — 2233). — This acid, Ci 0 H a Cl 2 S0 3 H, is deposited in 
colourless needles when dichloronaphthalene-a-snlphonic chloride is 
heated with water at 140°. 

Its salts are crystalline and sparingly soluble in water. They lose a 
portion of their water of crystallisation at the ordinary temperature, 
but, to remove the whole, they must be heated nearly to 200°. 

GioHfiCla-SOaK + 2H a O forms needle-shaped crystals. The anhydrous 
salt dissolves in 115 parts of water at 15°. CwHsClo.SOaNa + H a O 
crystallises in prisms, and CioH 5 Cl 2 .SO<iAg + 2H a O in silky needles. 
The barium salt also forms needles which require 1650 parts of water 
for complete solution. The lead salt (needles) dissolves in 700 parts 
of water. (C IO H a Cl 2 .S0 3 )oCa4- 4H a O crystallises in quadratic plates, 
1 part of the salt dried at 100° dissolves in 1270 parts of water at 14°, 
and in 145 at 100°. The zinc salt forms pearly scales containing 7 
mob. of H,0. 

The amide, C 1Q H 5 C1 2 .S0 3 NH2, forms feathery crystals soluble in 
water and alcohol, which melt and blacken at 250°. W, 0. W. 

PhenylnaphthylcarbazoL By C. G-rabjbb and W. Knkcut (Ber., 
12 , 2242 — 2243). — The carbazol, C ia H u ]Sr, discovered by Brunck (Ber., 
12 , 341) in crude anthracene, is formed synthetically when jS-phenyl- 
naphthylamine is passed through a red-hot tube. W. O. W. 

Balsamtuoa Antarthriticmn Indicum. By B. Hrason (Arch 
Phrurm. [3], 15 , 27 — 47). — Three specimens, labelled JBakamim cmiar- 
thribiaim Indicum, Wapa balsam, and oil of Wapa, together with a 
block of wood of the same sort as that from which the abovo were 
prepared, JEJjpema falcata, came under the author's observations. He 
concludes from careful comparison that the balsams and oil closely 
resemble one another in their chemical and physical properties, but 



ORGANIC CHEMISTRY. 169 

that the wood in its present state (being without bark or centre) could 
not, without the addition of other materials produce the balsam. 

E. W. P. 

Coca. By G. W. Kennedy ( [Pharm . 7. Trans . [3], 10, 65). — The 
physiological action of coca in small doses is to produce excitement 
of the functions, to relieve or prevent muscular fatigue, and, to some 
extent, to take the place of food ; large and frequent doses produce 
effects similar to those of opium. Attempts have been made to isolate 
the narcotic principle which produces these effects. Neumann dis- 
covered an alkaloid named cocaine ; a volatile alkaloid, hygrine , has 
also been separated, and an essential oil which imparts the peculiar 
odour to the leaves. Cocaine or erythroxyline appears to be the active 
principle ; it is soluble in 704 parts ot water, more soluble in cold 
alcohol, and quite soluble in hot alcohol and ether. The author gives 
proportions and directions for the preparation of a Raid alcoholic 
extract, and an elixir. • E. C. 

Berberine Salts* By J. U. Lloyd ( Pharm. 7. Trans . [3], 10, 
125 — 127). — The finely powdered roots of Hydrastis canadensis are 
extracted with alcohol by percolation; the extract is cooled by ice, and 
mixed with excess of sulphuric acid ; and after it has been kept cool 
for about twelve hours the precipitate is separated by hltration and 
stirred up with cold alcohol ; and tho impure berberine sulphate is 
separated and dried by exposuro to the air. 

Sulphate of berberine in the pure state is obtained by adding the 
above impure product to 16 parts of water, dropping in ammonia in 
blight excess, with constant stirring, and allowing the liquid to stand 
in a cool place for twelve to twenty- four hours. The liquid is then 
filtered, cooled by ice, and exactly neutralised with sulphuric acid : 
the crystals can be strained off in a few horn's. The sulphate is orange- 
red, soluble in about 100 parts of water at 21° 0. ; it is readily decom- 
posed by alkalis, yielding free berberine. It is unaffected by exposure 
to tho air, but becomes moist if extractive matter or sulphuric acid is 
present. Erom lb to 20 ounces are obtained from 100 pounds of 
liydrastis. 

The author prepares pure herl>erine from the sulphate by treating it 
with slight excess of ammonia, dissolving in alcohol, and precipitation 
with other. Berberine is soluble in about parts of water at 21°, 
moderately soluble in alcohol, and insoluble in ether and chloroform. 
It readily yields salts with acids : the pyrophosphate is very soluble, 
the picrate insoluble in water. The phosphate, hypophosphite, and 
chloride are readily prepared by adding the respective acids in 
slight excess to an aqueous solution of berberine. The ortho-phos- 
phate is soluble in 280, and the hypophosphite in about 60 parts oi 
water. 

Berberine hydrochloride , prepared by precipitation, is soluble in about 
500 parts of water ; almost insoluble in cold alcohol, ether, and ehloro- 
lorm. 

Berber me nitrate is greenish-yellow, it is made in a similar way to 
the chloride, and resembles it closely insolubility. 

Remarjcs. — The alcoholic extract of Hydrastis canadensis contains, 
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besides berberine, a greenish fixed oil, an acrid resin, a white alkaloid, 
a vegetable acid, yellow colouring matter, and small amounts of other 
substances. These substances are probably combined in the root, but 
on adding an acid, the alkaloids aro converted into sulphates, with 
separation of the vegetable acid, the resinous matters and the colouring 
matter. In the process given above for preparing berberine, the 
impure berberine sulphate is decomposed by ammonia, a slight ex- 
cess of which precipitates the white alkaloid hydrastine , together 
with the resin and oil. The berberine sulphate made from the filtrate 
by cooling and adding sulphuric acid, contains some ammonium sul- 
phate and foreign matters ; it may be purified by dissolving in hot 
alcohol and reorystallising. 

The volatile oil is obtained by distilling the root with water. Whon 
the mother-liquor of the berberine sulphate crystals is mixed with its 
own bulk of water, and the alcohol removed by evaporation, the groou 
fixed oil rises to the surface, and the resinous substances settle to tho 
bottom . the water contains the hydrastine as sulphate. Hydrastine is 
separated from this solution of its sulphate by adding ammomia in 
excess in the cold ; it is purified by converting it once more into sul- 
phate, reprecipitating with ammonia, and crystallising from boiling 
alcohol. The crystals are coloured yellow by admixture with a yellow 
substance ; 'they are not bitter, but acrid ; hydrastine is almost insoluble 
in water, somewhat soluble in cold alcohol, and freely soluble in boil- 
ing alcohol and in chloroform : it forms salts with adds, which are, as 
a rule, very soluble and difficult to crystallise. B. C. 

Veratrnm viride. By 0. Bullock (Pham. J. Trans. [3], 10, 
186). — The powdered rhizome and rootlets of this plant were exhausted 
with alcohol, and after evaporation, the residue was freed from alcohol 
by a continued moderate heat : the r$sin which -separated from the 
soft extract was removed and allowed to drain for several weeks during 
warm weather. 

The Bojt Extract . — 86 per cent, was soluble in water ; 43 per cent, of 
fatty matter was removed by light petroleum. The aqueous extract 
was concentrated and made alkaline with sodium carbonate : after 
filtering off tho precipitated alkaloids, the solution was heated to 66° 0. 
and a little soda added ; the additional precipitate was then filtered off 
while the liquid was warm : the precipitated alkaloids from 1 pound of 
root amounted to 19*3 grains, about one- ninth of which was precipi- 
tated by warming after addition of soda. Colouring matter was 
removed by dissolving in acetic acid and reprecipitating from the v <irrn 
solution : and the united mother-liquors, after being acidified and 
evaporated, were made alkaline, treated with ether, the ether product 
dissolved in acetic acid, filtered, and precipitated as before. The total 
weight of mixed alkaloids obtained was 12*4 grains, of which 1*7 
grains had been, separated from the mother-liquors. 

The jervine was precipitated as nitrate from an acetic acid solution 
containing 3 grains in each fluid ounce, by addition of an equal volume 
of saturated potassium nitrate solution. The precipitate was filtered 
off after six hours, washed with potassium nitrate solution, pressed 
between bibulous paper, and dried : its weight was 7*9 grams, and the 
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weight of alkaloids precipitated from the concentrated filtrate by 
warming with soda was 3*2 grains. 

The aqueous solution, after removal of the alkaloids, was treated 
with subacetate of lead, the excess of lead separated, and the free acid 
neutralised with barium carbonate; the filtered solution was then 
evaporated to a syrup, and thrown into alcohol. The filtered alcohol 
solution, evaporated and dried at 100°, yielded a product with sweet 
and somewhat bitter taste, energetically reducing copper and silver 
salts, and apparently consisting almost entirely of glucose : its weight 
amounted to 8*5 per cent, of the total aqueous extract. 

The alkaloids were then removed from the resin, both that from the 
soft extract and also the hard resin. Fatty matter was first dissolved 
away by light petroleum, then the powdered resin was made into a 
smooth paste with water, and dissolved in a solution of sodium car- 
bonate containing soda. The alkaline solution was twice agitated with 
ether, and the ether extract dissolved in acetic acid, filtered, and the 
alkaloids precipitated as above ; the alkaloids were also extracted from 
the mother-liquor, and the jervine separated from the alkaloids as 
nitrate. A further minute quantity of alkaloids was obtained from 
the alkaline solution of the resin. 

The total amount of alkaloids obtained from the extract representing 
1 pound of root was 46*6 grains, and from this, 31*2 giains of nitrate of 
jervine and 11 grains of other alkaloids were obtained, the loss of 
10 per cent, representing loss and removal of foreign matter. About 
one-quarter of the total weight of nitrate of jervine was obtained from 
tbe soft extract and from the resin from the soft extract, the hard 
resin yielding about one-half of the total weight. Wright obtained 
only 0*80 gram of alkaloids per kilogramme of the root employed ; 
the author obtains 6*612 grams : the excess being due probably to the 
alkaloid separated from the resin by the author. 

The alkaloids, after separation of the jervine and crystallisation 
from alcohol, showed under the microscope crystalline forms differing 
from jervine, the substance probably being Wright’s pseudojervine : 
when purified, it amounted to 5 per cent, of the mixed alkaloids. 

Saponification of the Hard Resin hj Lime. — From 1 pound of the 
hard resin the fatty matter was removed by light petroleum ; it was 
then rubbed into a smooth paste with 2 pounds of slakod lime, water 
added, and tbo mixture boiled for a few minutes. After evaporation 
and drying on the steam-bath, the powdered mass was exhausted with 
3 gallons of hot alcohol. The alkaloids obtained from the alcoholic 
extract, when purified by roprecipitation, amounted to more than 485 
grains, a quantity 20 per cone, greater tlian that yielded by the ether 
process, and corresponding to 4*21 grams per kilogram of the root. 

F. 0. 


On Casein, and the Action of Rennet. By O. Bammabstb^ 
(Bied. Cent j\, 1879, 147).— Pure casein may be prepared by preci- 
pitating with acetic acid, care being taken to avoid excess of acid, dis- 
solving the washed precipitate in alkali, so that the solution remains 
slightly acid, filtering from separated fats, reprecipitating several times 
by acetic acid, and washing with alcohol and ether. The casein thus 
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prepared appears to be a weak acid, dissolving calcium and barium 
carbonates, and calcium phosphate. Salts appear to keep casein in 
solution, and this accounts for the fact that, in the precipitation oi 
casein by acids, the amount obtained is not equivalent to the acid em- 
ployed. Rennet, when it precipitates casein, appears to break it up 
into two albuminoids, one which is greatest in quantity is combined 
with calcium phosphate, and appears as cheese ; the other (a peptone) 
remaining dissolved in the whey. For complete precipitation, the 
presence of calcium phosphate is necessary, and this accounts for the 
fact that dilute milk cannot be coagulated. The presence of calcium 
chloride also partly aids curdling, and one part of rennet ferment is 
capable of curdling 800,000 parts of casein. E. W. P. 

Fibrinogen. By O. Hammarsten (Pfluger's Arch. f. Phys., 19, 
563 — 6*22). — The author’s researches have led him to regard para- 
globulin and fibrinogen as entirely distinct substances, each charac- 
terised by well-marked properties. In the present communication, he 
describes his method for preparing fibrinogen from venous blood, and 
claims for the substance so prepared that it is perfectly free from 
haemoglobin, serum, albumin, and paraglobulin, that it is in no way 
altered by the process of preparation, and that it is tho true paront 
body whence fibrin is derived. 

To prepare fibrinogen, the author mixes 3 vols. of blood with 1 vol. 
of a saturated solution of magnesium sulphate, filters, and precipitates 
by addition of an equal volume of a saturated solution of sodinm 
chloride. After continued shaking, the precipitated fibrinogen is 
removed, broken in very small pieces, and shaken up with a half- 
saturated sodium chloride solution. This process of washing with 
sodium chloride solution is repeated five or six times, care being taken 
that no lumps are allowed to form iu the fibrinogen. Tho fibrinogen 
is fipally collected on filters, strongly pressed, dissolved in water, and 
the solution is filtered. 

Slight modifications of this method are described, and tho process 
is compared, at great length, with those of Gautier and A. Schmidt. 

The properties of pure fibrinogen are scarcely mentioned in the 
present paper, but are reserved for a further communication. Tho 
author Btates that a solution of fibrinogen is altered by long-continued 
dialysis ; that it may be frozen without inducing any turbidity, Irat 
that if a trace of altered fibrinogen is present, small solid particles 
separate when the mass is melted ; that fibrinogen readily undergoes 
fermentative changes ; and that when precipitated by sodium chloride 
and allowed to remain in contact with the supernatant liquid, its solu- 
bility diminishes. M. M. P. M. 

Note on Hyraceum. By W . H. Greene and A. J. Paekki* 
(Phmm. J. Trans. [3], 10, 188). — Hyraceum is believed to be the 
inspissated urine of the Cape Hyrax (Hyrax cajoeusis ), the urine col- 
lect ing in hollows of rooks and gradually evaporating ; its medicinal 
effect is reported to be the same as that of castoreum. It is a dark- 
brown, brittle, resinous substance, with aromatic odour and bitter 
fc&te. About 56 per cent, of it is soluble in water, and nearly one- 
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third of the residue (14 per cont.) in alcohol, other, and chloroform ; 
of the 30 per cent, of insoluble matter, 14 is woody iibre and inso- 
luble organic material, and 16 consists of sand and other inorganic 
substances. On ignition, hyraoeum leaves 34 per cent, of ash, con- 
sisting of chlorides, sulphates, phosphates, and carbonates of sodium, 
potassium, calcium, and magnesium. Small quantities of nitrates are 
also present. 

When the organic matter in the aqueous extract was precipitated by 
lead acetate, and the precipitate was decomposed by sulphuric acid, a 
hard, horny, resinous, brown, transparent substance, emitting a feecal 
odour, was obtained. 

Hyracoum consists of various salts and organic substances; the 
latter constitute about one-half, and contain nrea in small quantity, 
besides uric, hippuric, and benzoic acids ; probably also glycocol, derived 
from the breaking up of the hippuric acid. Hyraceum is, therefore, 
undoubtedly derived from a urine ; but the large amount of calcium 
salts in proportion to the other salts, and the character of the organic 
matter, indicate the presence also of feacal matter. F. C. 


Physiological Chemistry. 

Assimilation of Ordinary Horse Fodder. By E. v. Wolff and 
Othors ( Bied . Uentn, 1870, 663 — 667). — After a series of experiments 
given in dotail, it was found that, generally speaking, the various 
component parts of ordinary fodder were digested as well by horses 
as by sheep. J. K. C. 

Fattening of Animals. By E. v. Wolff (Bied. Centr., 1879, 661 — 
668). — The author makes some observations on the results given in 
a paper by Henneberg and others on the fattening of sheep (this 
Journal, 36, 811), showing by a comparison of the food given aiid the 
resulting increase of fat, that at least one-third of this arose from the 
absorption and assimilation of the carbohydrates contained in the 
foddorused. J. K. C. 

Source of Hippuric Acid in the Urine of Herbivora. By 
0. Loisw ( J . pr. Chew., 20, 476 — 479). — The author discovered an 
acid in meadow hay closely resembling quinic acid, but was not success- 
ful in demonstrating the identity of the two. On repeating his expe- 
riments, he found it impossible to effect a satisfactory separation from 
a substance resembling peptone ; but the impure substance resembles 
quinic acid by giving hydroquinone with lead peroxide, and proto- 
catechuic acid with bromine. Researches by several chemists have 
shown that hippuric acid is not increased in the urine of an animal 
by giving it quinic acid in its food ; and hay, after treatment with 
soda, is still a source of hippuiio acid in urine. But after treatment 
with sulphuric acid, the source of hippuric acid is removed from ha) . 



174 


ABSTRACTS OF CHEMICAL PAPERS. 


The only definite compound which the author was able to isolate 
from an extract of hay made with dilute sulphuric acid was some acid 
resembling quinic acid. 

It has been suggested by Weiske that the real source of hippuric 
acid may be the meadow plants with which hay is mixed. The author, 
therefore, investigated the officinal extract of dandelion, and again 
found the acid resembling quinic acid along with some succinic acid, 
and an acid oil, heavier than water, which gradually became resinous. 

W. R. 

Analysis of a Calculus from a Horse. By P. Peters and 
EL Muller (Bied* O&ntr ., 1879, 714). — A calculus formed in con- 
centric layers and weighing 84 kilos. jwas analysed by the authors 
with the following results : — 

Magnesium Soda and 

Organic ammonium Ferric Calcium potash 

Water. matter. phosphate, phosphate, phosphate. Silica. salts. 

4*22 6*20 87*37 0*29 0*11 1*36 0*45 

J. EL 0. 

Physiological Influence of Adulterated Wine. By A. Schmitz 
(Bird. Centr . , 1879, 712 — 713). — The unfermentahle residues of grape- 
sugar, which are used for the adulteration of wine, were subjected to 
experiment with reference to their physiological action. Sub- 
cutaneous injection in the case of dogs was found to produce vomiting 
and general derangement. The author is of the opinion that these 
residues contain a poison similar to that in fusel oil. J. EL C. 

Chemical Cause of the Toxicological Action of Arsenic. 
By C. Binz and H. Schulz (Ber., 12, 2199— 2202).— The authors are 
of opinion that arsenic owes its poisonous nature to the alternate 
oxidation of arsenious to arsenic oxide and reduction of arsenic to 
arsenious oxide, which produces a rapid oscillation of the atoms of 
oxygen in the molecules of albumin, causing their complete destruc- 
tion. Arsenic acts as a earner of oxygen, resembling nitric oxide in 
this respect. Phosphorus and the other members of the nitrogen 
group appear to act in a similar manner. The authors base their 
opinion on the following observations (L) That in cases of arse- 
nical poisoning, it is those portions of the system which have the 
power of taking up oxygen from the blood which suffer most 
severely ; (2) and that egg albumin, blood fibrin, and brain roduco 
ai‘senic oxide to arsenious at a blood heat, and that tho salivary glands 
and liver not only reduce arsenic to arsenious oxide, hut also oxidise 
arsenious to arsenic oxide, whereas blood, haemoglobin, and fat have 
no action on the oxides of arsenic. W. 0. W. 

Presence of Alcohol in Animal Tissues during Life and 
after Death. By J. B^chimp (Compt. rend ., 89, 573— 574).— Jn 
order to verify the truth of the statement that flesh superficially coagu- 
lated would rapidly putrefy under conditions in which well-cooked 
flesh would remain sound for many weeks, some horseflesh was coagu- 
lated by immersion for ten minutes in boiling water, thou wrapped in 
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a closely woven cloth, and placed aside for eight days. At the expira- 
tion of that time, the meat was found in an advanced state of decom- 
position, and the muscular striation had disappeared, although the air 
had not penefci*ated to the interior of the substance, whilst bacteria and 
vibrios abounded. By methods described in the original memoir, the 
author isolated and characterised about O' 8 gram of alcohol and 
10 grams of sodium salts formed by acetic, butyric, and other acids. 
The alcohol was converted into aldehyde, and oxidised to acetic acid, so 
that its identity was established beyond doubt ; within certain limits 
the quantity obtained was larger, the further the extent of the decom- 
position. 

It would seem, therefore, that the phenomena accompanying putre- 
faction are very closely allied to those belonging to fermentation 
properly so called, perhaps more directly with those of the butyric 
fermentation. By the same process alcohol was obtained from the 
fresh tissnes. The brain of sheep gave a larger quantity than the 
liver, bnt the largest quantity was obtained from the brain of an ox, 
which furnished sufficient alcohol to measure with the hydrometer. 
It may be argued, therefore, that in medico-legal cases, the detection 
or separation of alcohol from putrid or healthy tissues, is not sufficient 
evidence to show that alcohol has been administered at all, still less 
that this liquid has been the cause of death. J. W. 


Chemistry of Vegetable Physiology and Agriculture. 


Unorganised Ferments in Plants. By <3. Ehuraa (Bied. Gentr 
1870, 120 — 122). — The ferments from various plants were obtained by 
tile method of Wittich, or by that proposed by Erlenmeyer. For the 
detection of diastatic fermentation, tho decomposition of starch into 
sugar and dextrin was employed. The action of the ferments on albu- 
minoids could be studied only when free acids (2 : 1000) were present; 
to detect and recognise tho formentR which act on fats, the decompo- 
sition (1) of an emulsion of gum arabic water ; (2) of oil with free acid 
and glycerol; (8) of oil in the state <o£ an emulsion, were taken advan- 
tage of. 

The substances which came under examination were buds and twigs 
of horse chesnut, which were separated into wood and bark ; the same 
also of ihe birch; the young and old bark and wood of oak, the leaves 
of hawthorn ; bulbs and tubers ; starchy grains, as barley and maize, the 
endosperm and ombryo being in the last grain examined separately ; 
oily seeds, as pumpkin. In no case could albuminous or fatty ferments 
be detected. A strong diastatic ferment is found in the horse chesnut 
at all periods of growth. Slight fermenting action in the leaves of 
oak and hawthorn, whilst the birch is free of ferment. In onions and 
potatoes, a weak ferment is present, but during the period when there 
is no growth, the onion alone possesses a ferment. Diastase is present 
in uiwprouted barley, but the action is weaker than that of malt 
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diastase ; in nnspronted maize diastase is found only in the embryo 
and MLura. It would seem, therefore, that in all starch-containing 
plants, diastase is present more or less, the quantity being dependent 
on the amount of starch presont ; but the change of starch into glucose 
does not necessitate the presence of diastase : for example, tho birch 
contains no diastase at any time. Further experiments wore directed 
towards determining the action of the ferment of the above plants on 
gum arabic and quince emulsion ; in all cases sugar was formed. The 
ferment of oak and hawthorn leaves, malt and pumpkin seeds, affected 
salicin, but the action was most energetic in the case of the pumpkin 
seeds ; only oak leaf ferment had any action on amygdalin, and that 
only after 48 hours’ contact. The composition of diastase is given as 
C, 45*68; H, 6*90; F, 4*57 ; ash, ; 0, 36 77 parts per hundred ; 
sulphur is also present in small quantities. E. W. P. 

Chemical Composition of Bacteria in Putrefying Liquids. 
By M. hTfiNCKi and Schaffer (/. pr. Ohem., 20 , 443—465). — Tho 
authors have found that on adding a few drops of acid (sulphuric, 
hydrochloric, or acetic) to a liquid containing bacteria, and boiling it 
for a few minutes, the bacteria shrivel up, and settle ; the liquid may 
then be filtered, and the bacteria separated in a “ chemically pure ” 
condition. Of course the fluid must contain no substances precipi- 
table by boiling, such as albumin. Ordinary gelatin was therefore 
chosen as a suitable medium for propagating the growth of bacteria* 

The dried mass of bacteria was first exhausted with alcohol, and 
the alcoholic extract then treated with ether. A slight brownish 
residue of a substance resembling peptone was left. The ethereal 
extract contained the fat, the elementary composition of which 
— 72 54 per cent. 0., and 11 '73 per cent. H — corresponds fairly with 
that of vegetable and animal fats, bat contains 1*5 per cent, too little 
carbon. 

In order to ascertain whether any change in the composition of 
bacteria occui's in the course of their development, analyses were made 
of undeveloped granules, of a mixture of granules and rod-like bodies, 
and of the rod-like bodies after full growth. Tho results are as 
follows:— 


Water 

Fat (contained in 


Pure granular 
mass 

(Zooglcea). 

Granular mass 
’with partially 
developed 
bacteria. 

Perfect 

bacteria. 

clry 

84-81 

84-26 

83-42 

substance) 

Ash (in substance de- 

17-89 

6-41 

6-04 

prived of fat) . 

. . . 

4-56 

3-25 

5-03 

Elementary com-*' 
position of the 

1° 

— 

53 07 

5382 

substances de- < 

r H 



7-09 

7-76 

prived of fat J 

\ n 

14"34 

a. 14-60 

13-82 

14-02 

a. 13-82 


An estimation was made uf the albuminoid substance contained in 
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the bacteria, by exhausting the mass with very dilute alkali, separating 
the soluble from the insoluble portion by filtration, neutralisation with 
hydrochloric acid, and precipitation by addition of crystals of salt. 
The precipitate consists of anew albuminoid, soluble in excess of acetic 
acid, and has been named by the authors mycoprotem . It contains 
52*82 percent. 0. ; 7 55 per cent H., and 14*75 per cent N., and corre- 
sponds well with the formula C^H^NsOg. It was proved that neither 
sulphur nor phosphorus were present. Freshly precipitated my co- 
protein is easily soluble in water, alkalis, and acids, but after being 
dried at 110°, it is no longer perfectly soluble in water. It exhibits 
the usual properties of an albumin, and is Isevorotatory, [a] = — 79. 
Acids convert it into peptones. The authors believe that this simple 
form of albumin is obtained from a simple organism ; a general law 
may be deduced, tho more complex the organism, the more complex its 
proximate chemical constituents' 1 . 

The residue left insoluble on treating the bacteria with dilute alkali, 
consists of cell-membrane, and amounts to about 5 per cent, of their 
weight ; it contains a little nitrogen. This may point to some albumin 
not removed, for Loew analysed similar cell-membranes, and found 
them to contain a mere trace, or no nitrogen. W. R. 

Germinating Power of Beetroot Seeds, By A. Petebmann 
(Bied. Centr 697 — 699). — The author is of opinion that beetroot seeds 
of good quality should have a germinating power of not less than 
85 per cent. ; he also observes that this depends veiy largely on the 
ripeness of the seeds at the time of gathering. J. K. C, 

Influence of Smoke on the Development of Blossoms. By 
E. da Canto {Died. Centr 1879, 715). — It is found in the Azores that 
the entrance of smoke into the conservatories causes a rapid develop- 
ment of the buds in the case of roses, ananas, &o ., and this fact is now 
made use of in hastening tho blooming. J. K. C. 

Causes of the Change in the Form of Etiolated Plants. By 
E. Godlewski (Bied. Centr . , 1879, 715 — 716). — The author shows that 
want of light stops the growth of tbo cotyledons, and favours that of 
the stems j hence the changes of form observed. J. K. C. 

Notes on Cinchona Bark. By D. Howaed (JPharm. J. Tram. 
[8], 10 , 181). — The author has beon enabled to compare the proportion 
of quinine and othor alkaloids contained in the “ natural ” bark and 
in that formed by “ renewing,” i.e., growingafter the artificial removal 
of the bark. This renewed bark is termed “ mossed bark,” because the 
tree, after being stripped of its bark, is usually protected by a covering 
of moss, whilst fresh bark is being formed. The natural bark was 
found to bo generally inferior to the mossed bark, since it had been 
collected either from the upper stem, or from inferior old trees, 
whereas the mossed hark represents the product of the main stem s of 
the oldest trees. As far as the effect of age was concerned, it was 
found that both the quinine and total orystallisable alkaloid steadily 
increased in quantity with the ago of the trees ; this is probably due to 
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the greater maturity of the trees. The trees from 'which the hark wets 
taken were specimens of Cinchona, officinalis. The author, on the other 
hand, confirms from recent experience an opinion previously expressed, 
that the bark of succirulra deteriorates in quality when the tree has 
passed a certain age. Hoot bark shows a marked tendency to develope 
the dextrogyrate alkaloids. A sample of renewed bark, which had 
been formed without “ mossing , 1 19 or any kind of protection, was also 
examined, and was found equal in quality to* the best mossed bark ; 
hence it appears that the only advantage of mossing is to enable the 
tree to form bark again with a minimum injury to its health ; the 
process* does not appear to improve the quality of bark formed. The 
author also compares the proportions of alkaloids contained in outer 
and inner bark ; the outer bark not only contains a larger quantity of 
alkaloids, but these contain a larger proportion of quinine ; hence it 
has been suggested to shave off only the outer layers, without cutting 
quite through the bark. C. 

Relation of Yield of Beet to Rain and Sunshine. By J. 
Hanamann (Bded. Centr ., 1879, 694 — 697). — The author has made 
observations in Bohemia, on the relation of beetroot produce to the 
weather during the last twelve years, and arrives at the following 
conclusions. A mean temperature of from 14 to 18° 0., from May to 
October inclusive, and a warm and wet spring, together with a not too 
dry summer, are the best conditions under which beet can be grown. 

J. K. 0. 

Researches on the Ripening of Grapes and Fruits. By 
C. Portele ( Bied . Centr., 1879, 123 — 131). — The composition of 
apples, pears, and other fruits was determined at various periods of 
their growth. The results are as follows : — The absolute weight of 
pears and apples increases, whilst that of grapes increases only np to 
the time when colour appears, and then begins to decrease. The per- 
centage of dry matter in the pear at first increases and then diminishes, 
whereas with apples the decrease is sudden and then remains constant. 
In the same way alteration of the amount of insoluble residuo occurs. 
The percentage of ash constantly sinks, which with the apple is twice 
as great as with the pear. The ainount of free acid is greatest in the 
young pear, gradually sinking, but again slightly increasing at the end 
of ripening ; this last does not occur in the apple. Grapos differ from 
kernel fruit in that with them there is not only a change in the rela- 
tive percentage of the various acids present, but also a decided decrease 
in the total free acid. Pears appear to contain at first only tannic 
acid, which gives place to malic acid as growth proceeds, whilst tlio 
apple appears to contain both, and these diminish regularly. Sugar 
increases as apples, pears, and grapes ripen, but with grapes it is 1 he 
dextrose which increases most, whilst leevnlose increases in greatest 
proportion in other fruits. 

Comparing the constitution of the leaves with the fruit, we find 
that the acid in the leaf is present in greatest quantity when that in 
the fruit is lowest. Sugar increases in the leaf and then decreases, 
and there is more present in the leaf at first than in the fruit ; laevu- 
lose and dextrose are present in equal quantities. 
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Other specimens of fruit were examined which had been plucked 
and put aside to ripen, and it was found that the loss in weight was 
less, the riper the fruit was when plucked. Fibre, &c., and acid de- 
crease, but sugar increases, and dextrose is converted into lmvulose. 

Various other fruits, as strawberries, peaches, &c., were also 
examined, and with similar results. E. W. P. 

Depreciation of Barley by Overgrowth. By Lauenstein 
(Bied. Centr., 1879, 676 — 681). — The difference between barley 
gathered at the right time and barley which has been allowed to lie 
out on the field for some time after it was ripe is not clearly shown 
by direct chemical analysis. An examination of the separate con- 
stituents is necessary in order to ascertain the changes which have 
taken place. In carrying out this plan the author turned his attention 
first to the starch present in the seed. Ordinary barley contains 64 
per cent ; in the overgrown com was found, however, only 58 per 
cent., the remainder having been converted into dextrin and sngar : a 
Iors of 10 per cent , therefore, on the total quantity of starch was dis- 
covered. The change which the starch had undergone would of course 
not affect the nutritive value of the barley ; this, however, was not the 
case with the albumin, nearly one-fourth of which was found to be 
converted into amido-componnds, which are of veiy little nutritive 
value. The worth of barley for the preparation of malt depends to a 
very large extent on its powers of germinating. This was found to 
have suffered a loss of 53 per cent, in the overgrown corn. 

eT . K- C. 

On the Quantities of Acid and Sugar in Grapes cut at 
Various Stages of their Growth. By P. Wagner and W. Bohn 
(Bied. Centr 1879, 681 — 686). — These researches have been so far 
only of a tentative character, the object being to discover if possible a 
practicable mothod of examining various sorts of grapes at different 
stages of their growth, and chiefly at the ripening stages. The authors 
carried out their researches at six different places, with vines of 
various kinds. The grapes were cut four times during the last month 
of ripening, and the relative quantities of sugar and acid determined 
in the sap. In some cases the relation improved, in others it remained 
constant for some weeks. Tho authors hope, by repeating these obser- 
vations for some time to come, to arrive at results of great) practical 
value, J. K. 0. 

Bipening of Apples after Gathering. By F. Tschaplowitz 
{Bied. Centr., 1879, 686 — 689). —The author finds that the loss, of 
weight undergone by apples on keeping is dependent on the position 
in which they are left and the dryness of the surrounding air. It may 
he almost entirely considered as loss of moisture, the amount of car- 
bonic anhydride which is given off being but very small. It is notice- 
able that smaller apples loso more in weight than those of a larger 
description. The temperature of the fruit is also the same as that of 
the air. 

The results of various analyses show that the quantity of sugar in 
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the apples increases during the ripening process at the expense of the 
pectin and acid. ^* ^ 0. 

Decomposition of Albuminoids in Pumpkin Sprouts, By 
E. Schulze and J. Barbieri (X pr. Ohem 20, 385 — 418). — The seeds 
of plants contain albuminoids, starch, and oil, by which the sprouts, 
which are not able to decompose carbonic anhydride and water, are 
nourished. During germination the starch and fat decrease, whilst 
sugar, dextrin, and cellulose are formed, and carbonic .anhydride and 
water are eliminated. From more recent observations, it has also been 
discovered that the albuminoids become soluble, and that in many 
plants, especially in Papilionace®, asparagine is produced. As that 
body decomposes on boiling with hydrochloric acid into aspartic 
acid and ammonia, its amount may be detei mined by estimating the 
ammonia. Gorup-Besanez afterwards found leucine amongst tho de- 
composition-products of albuminoids. In pumpkin sprouts, which 
contain no asparagine, Sabania and Laskowski supposed that another 
amide existed ; this was shown to be correct by the authors and by 
Ulrich. In the beetroot this amide has been shown to be glutamine, 
and the object of the present paper is to show that it is also present in 
germinating pumpkin sprouts, along with asparagine, leucine, and 
tyrosine. 

The albuminoids and fatty oil form 86—88 per cent, of the weight 
of dry pumpkin seeds, the former being present as protein granules. 
When the crushed seeds are treated with ether, the fat dissolves and 
the protein substances sink to the bottom of the vessel. They are in- 
soluble in water, but dissolve in a 10 per cent, solution of salt. On 
addition of solid salt, a small quantity of vegetable myosino separates, 
and on dilution with water, vegetable vitelline is deposited. Non- 
albuminoid principles containing nitrogen are presont in very small 
amount in pumpkin seeds. 

The sprouts after germination were dried, boiled with alcohol, and 
the evaporated extract was treated with lead acetate. The fill rate 
from the lead precipitate was boiled for several hours with hydro- 
chloric acid, and again mixed with lead acetate to remove hydrochloric 
acid. The filtrate from the lead chloride after evaporation was mixed 
with alcohol, and the precipitated lead salts were decomposed with 
sulphuretted hydrogen. The solution filtered from the load sulphide 
and treated with silver oxide to remove traces of hydrochloric acid 
was evaporated, when glutaminic acid, C fl H e N0 4 , separated in the 
crystalline state. It was shown that this acid was not presont as such 
in the sprouts, but was formed by the action of hydrochloric acid on 
glutamine, a body bearing the same relation to glutaminic acid as 
asparagine does to aspartic acid. From sprouts which had gemi- 
nated for eight days, 100 grams gave only a few decigrams, but 10 
days’ growth increased the amount to 1*75 gram of acid, representing 
174 gram of glutamine. The ammonia produced by the action of 
hydrochloric acid on glutamine corresponds to twice that amount, and 
to account for it a search was made for substances which would 
undergo a similar decomposition with hydrochloric acid. Aspart- 
ate of copper, amounting to 0*5 gram in 400 grams, was separated 
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from the mother-liquors of the glutamic acid, and leucine and tyro- 
sine were isolated by boiling the juice from sprouts 2 — 3 weeks old ; 
and after precipitating with alcohol and evaporating the filtrate, wart- 
like crystals were deposited, consisting of tyrosine. From 1,000 grams 
of fresh sprouts (60 grams when dried), 0*15 gram of tyrosme was 
obtained, and leucine was isolated from the mother-liquor of the tyro- 
sine, but in much smaller quantity. 

The nature of the decomposition products is thus the same as when 
the albuminoid is heated with baryta- water or hydrochloric acid ; but 
the proportion of each product differs greatly. On decomposing the 
albuminoids from pumpkin seeds with hydrochloric acid and stannous 
chloride, 120 grams yielded leucine, 24 grams ; tyrosine, 2*5 grams ; 
aspartic acid, 3 grams ; glutamic acid, 4 grams; and an unorys- 
tallisable residue of 40 grams, the sum being 75 grams. The differ- 
ence between 120 and 75 = 45 grams, was lost. If these amounts 
represent even approximately the proportions in which the nitrogenous 
materials are present in the mixture, it is seen that they differ greatly 
from the proportions produced by the decomposition of che albuminoids 
during germination. The author’s explanation is that in a growing 
plant albuminoids are being formed as well as decomposed, any one of 
the decomposition products serving as material for their formation. 
The co- existing decomposition products of albuminoids may, however, 
not be equally used in the formation of new albuminoids, and those 
which resist the process of regenerating albumin longest accumulate 
m largest quantity. Thus leucine, which is prodneed in large quan- 
tity by the artificial decomposition of albumin, is probably one which 
lends itself best to the natural formation of albumin, and is therefore 
present in germinating plants in small amount, whilst such substances 
as asparagine and glutamine are comparatively stable, and resist ab- 
sorption to form new albuminoids. 

In conclusion, the authors remark that as ferments are capable only 
of changing albuminoids into peptones, some other reason must be 
sought for to account for their decomposition into much more simple 
products, and quotes a sentence of v. Niigoli, in which such changes 
are ascribod to the molecular force of living tissue. W„ R. 

The Most Advantageous Method of Sowing Com. By F. 
Habbrlandt (Bied O&dr., 1879, 689—694). — The author has made 
several experiments with wheat, rye, and barley, with a view of ascer- 
taining the number of seeds per square meter which will give the best 
yield. His results have necessarily only a special value for the soil 
and climate in which the experiments wore carried out. He was able 
to obtain a yield twice as great as that usually obtained, and thinks 
that this might be effected in most cases where the proper conditions 
are observed. It was noticed that the latest development occurred 
where the seed was most sparsely sown. J. K. C. 

Proper Thickness and Depth to Sow Com. By Schenk- 
Bauhof (Bied. Omtr 1879, 717). ' 

Amount of Carbonic Anhydride in Shingle. By G. Wolff- 
(Bied> Centr.) 1879, 709), — The author brings forward tables 
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already published in defence of his view that the amount of carbonic 
anhydride in the ground air is a measuro of tho degree of impregna- 
tion of the soil with organic matter and of the progress of its decom- 
position. J. K. (J. 

Peaty Soils. By A. v. Schwarz (Bied. Oentr ,, 1879, 84 — 93). — 
The analyses of 20 Austrian peaty soils are given, in which 
the ash varies from 2*30 to 76*08 per cent. To one soil the author lias 
paid special attention, and he has determined the physical properties 
(which are here appended) of soil from the moorland of Kirohberg a. W. 
He also finds that this soil when treated with artificial manures yields 
average crops. The physical properties of the soil were compared 
with those of alluvial sand from Rotz, loam, and clay, and are as 
follows : — 


Soil 

Weight of 
100 co. in 
grams. 

II m 

8^ 

Contraction and 
expansion. 

Capillary saturation 
capacity. 

Saturatod with capil- 
lary water. 

Air 

dry. 

Satu- 

rated. 

100 c.c. 
saturated 
after dry- 
ing m c.c. 

100 c.c. 
dried, 
when satu- 
rated in 
c.c. 

100 cc. 
contain 
of water 

100 grm«, 
contain of 
water 

Peaty . . . . 

28 *7 

105-6 

1*470 

39 *8 

. 

82*0 

77-6 

Sand 

157 *9 

190-6 

2*569 

100*0 

100 0 

34*9 

18 *3 

Loam .... 

155-2 

192-9 

2-729 

83*9 

119 *2 

43*2 

22*6 

Clay 

140-1 i 

179-8 

2-714 

70*2 

142*1 

51 *5 

28*6 


In the determination of cohesion by Haberlandt’s process, day 
was found to stand highest and loam lowest, sand naturally possessing 
none. In the case of adhesion by Schiibler’s method, clay stands first, 
then loam, peat, sand. 

Masses of soil 10 cm. deep, and exposing a surfaoo of 10 squnro cm., 
allowed the passage in 24 hours of 1 c.c. wafer in tho case of peat, 


Soil 

Hygroscopieity 
100 grams 
dry soil 
absorb of 
water 

Equal weights specific hoai. 

Equal volmm'H 
saturated 
with 
capillary 
water. 

Dried at 
100°. 

Saturated 

with 

eapillnry 

water. 

Dried at 
100°. 

Peaty 

21*6 

0 592 

0 909 

0*110 


Sand 

11 

0 209 

0-854 

0*325 

SiflS 

Loam 

3*7 

0*218 

0-395 

0*326 


Clay 

9*2 

0*225 

0-417 

0*289 

|*srj§g 
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5,760 in the case of sand, 1,674 in the case of loam, and 0*7 in tbe case 
of clay. 

Conductivity for heat was determined (1) by tbo increase of tem- 
perature of the unheated soils, and (2) by the loss of temperature 
experienced in cooling. In this the soils were experimented on when 
dry, and when moist, or saturated with capillary water, the source of 
heat was 60°, and the original temperature 16*3 — 16*7°. 

From the results, it would appear that under direct action of solar 
radiation peaty soil when dry assumes a higher temperature than 
either of the others, but the case is reversed if the soils be moist. As 
regards the rising of water in columns of sand, loam, and clay, it is 
found that in 100 days water had risen to the height of 408 mm. in 
sand, to 1,627 in loam, and to 770 in clay. E. W. P. 

Composition of Maize. By L. Grandeau (Bied. Centr., 1879, 
149). — Analyses of various specimens of maize used as feeding stuffs 
are given. The best appear to be the Hungarian (nutrient ratio, 
1 : 8*8), then American (nutrient ratio = 1 : 8*6), but the American 
is very hard to crush. E. W. P. 

New Plant for Fodder. By J. Deininoer (Bied. Centr., 1879, 
700 — 702). — Seeds of a plant known in India as “gram,” a variety of 
chick-pea, were planted in various kinds of soil in Hungary. The 
plant thrived exceedingly well, especially in sandy soils, which were 
worthless for other purposes, and proved very productive. The 
following analysis of the seeds show that they are very valuable as 
fodder : — 

Nitrogen-free 

Water. Protein. Fat. extract. Fibre. Ash. 

First year ... . 10*72 12*88 4*39 58*02 10*20 3*79 

Second year . . 9*80 17*68 3*77 54*32 10*89 3*54 

J. K. 0. 

Analysis of Materials used for Fodder. By P. Wittelshofer 
(Bied. Cmiir ., 1879, 713). — Analyses were made of soured cabbage 
loaves, dried sprigs of broom, conccntmted residues from a starch 
manufactory, and potato pulp. Tho first two proved to he excellent 
for fodder, but tho last was too poor in nutritive matter to be used 
alone. J. K. 0. 

Feeding Value of some Manufacturers' Waste. By J. 
Moser (Bied. Oentr 1879, 114—117). — The analyses of sevoml 
feeding-stuffs, which however do not appear in large quantities in the 
market, are given, and are as follows : — 
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Album. 

Water. 

Fat. 

Ethor. 

oil. 

Non- 

nifcrog. 

extract. 

Fibre. 

Ash. 

Srnid. 

Fennel seed cake . . 

9 *23 

15 ‘28 

12 *0 

0*15 

38-12 

20*15 

8*U 

1*93 

Sunflower cake : 

(1.) As powdery 
mass 

LO-62 


1 

6*41 


28*11 

10*48 

4*96 

1*39 

(2.) As coherent 
cake 


37*69 

23-73 



19*29 


5*10 

0*62 

Pumpkin seed cake . 
Loosely coherent 
mass 

11 -25 

32*56 

25 -57 


9*13 

15 *68 

4-79 

1*02 

Decorticated 

11 *01 

88 -74 

23 -56 

— 

10-75 

10 *33 

5*39 




25 *60 



15 -08 

22 *43 

5*31 

6*29 

Wine lees cake. . 

54 *04 

2*54 

8*54 

— 

7-41 

11 *10 

1*74 

WEm 

Dried brewers’ 

groins : 

Mixed with meal 
and dried .... 

12 *94 

18-69 

6*30 

i 


16*95 

4*31 

2*81 

Fresh and tm- 
dried 

79 *22 

4 92 

1*35 



9*36 

3*44 

0*89 

0-52 

Brandy manufac- 
turers’ waste*, 
pressed and dried 

12 *42 

24-50 

11 -87 


39 -30 

8-78 

1*52 

1*61 

Suet grieves : 

Boiled and press- 
ed 

4, -11 

48-06 

41*10 




4*88 

0*U 

Same not pressed 

58*29 

11-75 

24*20 


— 

* 

— 

— 


B. W. P. 


Certain Sorts of Pumpkin. By 0. 0. Habz (Bied. Oentr ., 187.0, 
717). — The author recommends Gucurbita maxima Brasiliensis and 
0. m. ellijitica as the best kinds to grow, because tho fruit docs not 
putrefy and can he kept many years. Analysis of tho driod fruit gave 
the following results : — 

Nitrogen-freo 

Protein. Fat. extract. Fibre. AhIi. 

10*87 1*04 72*75 0*39 5*35 

J. K. (J. 

Influence of Fodder on the Quantity and Quality of Milk 
Fat. By H. Weinke, M. Sohrodt, and B. Dehmel (Bied. Oeutr 
1879, 110 — 113). — The present opinions concerning the influence of 
fodder on milk produced are, that dry food produces more solid gly- 
cerides^ in butter than the green feeding of summer, and that a hard 
butter is produced when the feeding has been scanty, or poor in albu- 
minoid matter. The analyses of the milk of a cow which had boon 

* -^? Abstractor . — There is evidently a printer’s error here, as tho above 
analysis is said to be tiiat of a substance undried, whereas tho analysis of tho saiuo 
material which is called fc< dry,” shows a percentage of 61*11 water. 
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fod at different periods with, various kinds of food, show that a high 
melting point of buttor is not dependent on scanty feeding; the 
melting point, and also the qnantity of the butter fats, and of the 
fatly acids, show no regularity, even when the feeding remains the 
same. Highly albuminous fodder produces the highest yield of milk ; 
addition of albuminoid matter to fodder increases the amount of fat 
in milk, but addition of oil and of stearic acid causes a much greater 
amount of fat and dry substance to be formed. Comparing morning 
and evening milk, no difference in the amount of solid matter or fat 
could be detected ; and the melting points of the fats were the same 
on the same days, the melting point of the cream fat being 2° lower 
than that of the fat of the skimmed milk. The amount of fatty acid 
insoluble in water varied very considerably, varying from 84 — 88*9 
per cent. 33. W. P. 

Pour-yearly Rotation of Crops. By A. Voelcker (Biech Cents., 
1879, 658 — 661). — These experiments were conducted at Woburn on 
behalf of the English Agricultural Society; the plan of rotation 
was the following: — 1st year, clover; 2nd year, wheat; 3rd year, 
roots (turnips, &c.) ; 4th year, barley. The results obtained in 1878 
were mostly of a normal character. The author has found that 
manure obtained after a fodder of cotton seeds is of more value to the 
land than if the animals had been fed on maize ; and that the mate- 
rials for plant nutriment have a better effect when applied directly to 
the land than when they have been mixed with fodder and allowed to 
pass into dung. J. K. 0. 

Manuring of Oats on Pen Lands. By H. J. Carrten {Bled. 
Center., 1879, 97 — 99). — Oats were found to be most prolific on moor 
land when manured with stable manure. 

Comparing tho two methods of cultivation, “ Teen” and <e Damm 
kultur,” it was found that the “ Damm” method (covering the moor 
with a layer of sand), in all cases when the manuring with artificial 
manures was employed, gave better results than the “ Veen” method 
(whore the surface to a depth of 10 — 12 cm. is mixed with sand). 

E. W. P, 

Effect of Gypsum on the Quantity and Quality of Clover 
Crops. By A. Pasqitalim (7 tied. Oentr 1879, 99). — Clover manured 
with gypsum is not affected as regards its feeding qualities, although 
tho total yield is inoreasod. B, W. P. 

Manuring of Sugar Beet. By. J. Moser (Bied. Oentr., 1879, 
100 — 106). — This paper contains an account of the manures used 
(salts of potash, soda, and magnesia), the yield of roots, tops, and 
sugar obtained in experiments made in the years 1876-77 ; but no 
conclusions arc drawn, as the experiments are still being carried on. 
The manures were employed in quantities equal to one-eighth of the 
capacity of the soil for potash. E. W. P. 

Manuring of Beet. By H. Bribm ( BLed . Center., 1879, 656 — G58). 
— Two kinds of lime manure are used in this investigation, the object 
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of which, was to compare their action. One of those was the ordinary 
lime-scum from sugar works, and the other a mixture of limc-dnsl 
with the residues from a beet and molasses distillory : tko latter con- 
taining about 43 per cent., and the former 30 per cent, of limo : thoy 
were applied to a soil very poor in lime, containing about 4 parts per 
thousand, the experiments being carried out in two successive years : 
the mean results are as follow : — 


Manure used. 

Weight of tlie beet 
m grams. 

Polarisation of 
sap. 

Percentage 

of 

Total. 

Leaves. 

Root. 

Degrees. 

1 

Sugar. 

Not 

sugar. 

Water. 

Ash. 

None 

4i0 

105 

885 

14 -2 

10 -95 

3*25 

_ 


Lime from sugar 









works 

mum 

122 

384 

15 0 

11 -67 

3*23 

83-8 

0-R0 

Lime with distil- 









lery residues. . . 

946 

210 

736 

14*1 

9-66 

4*44 

84 7 

0 91 


The difference in the effects produced by the two manures is very 
marked: the distillery residues produced a wonderful effect in in- 
creasing the total weight of the yield, at the samo time, however, 
deteriorating greatly the quality of the juice obtained, as is observed 
on comparing the ratio of the quantities of sugar and non-saccharine 
matter present in the juice : this relation is of the greatest importance 
to the manufacturer, as a juice containing such a quantity of extra- 
neous matter would be found very difficult to woi'k. J. K. C. 


Influence of Soluble and Insoluble Phosphates as Manure 
for Turnips. By T. Jamieson (Bled. Centr., 1870, 052— 056).— Those 
investigations were carried out near Aberdeen, with a view of com- 
paring the effect of phosphoric acid in the soluble and insoluble ibrm 
applied as manure to turnips. Pivo fields, lying at considerable dis- 
tances from one another, were selected, and each made the subject of 
eighteen experiments, each of which was carried out on two separate 
plots. The experiments were conducted in the yoars 1870 and 1877, 
the latter proving a bad year for turnip crops. No difference was 
observed between the effect of animal find mineral phosphates. From 
the results obtained, the author shows that the effect of insoluble phos- 
phates varied little from that produced by soluble phosphates : — 


Yield per aero in kilos, after 
treatment with 


1876. Mean of 80 

„ 6 

1877. „ 4 


Insoluble 

phobphate. 

experiments at 1 5 places . . 17,270 
„ 1 place . . 18,290 

>» ,, * * 8,430 


3oluble 

phosphate. 

18,200 

17,260 

9,860 
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Addition of nitrogenous manures to the phosphates yielded the 
following results in 1876 : — 


Sulphate of ammonia Cliili saltpetre 
with with 

r A ^ f ^ a 

Soluble Insoluble Soluble Insoluble 

bone-ash. bone-ash. bone-ash. bone-ash. 

Mean of 10 experiments .. 20,720 20,720 21,130 18,699 

„ 2 „ . . 24,380 24,380 23,350 22,350 

The increase in the yield produced by the addition of nitrogenous 
manures is, however, only an apparent one, as it arises merely from an 
increase of the percentage of water in the produot. The same increase 
in the yield may be obtained when the phosphate is very finely 
powdered. 

The author also finds that the highest percentage of nitrogenous 
matter and the smallest quantity of sugar was the result of manuring 
with soluble phosphate, whilst insoluble phosphate produced the exactly 
opposite effect, and a medium result was obtained when nitrogen had 
been added to either. 

Those plots which were manured in 1876 wore left unmanured in 
1877 in order to observe the after-effects of the various materials used. 
It was observed that those fields which gave the best yields in the 
former year were the least productive in the latter, and vice versd . 
Animal phosphate also appeared to have a better after effect than 
phosphates of mineral origin. The highest produce as a total of both 
years was obtained by using raw dried bono-ash, which is more effec- 
tive when applied in spring than in autumn. The results obtained by 
t he use of this manure show that it is the best that can be applied in 
the case of turnips. J. K. C. 

Action of Different Manures on the Yield of Potatoes. By 
W. Pactlskn (JBied. Centr 1879, 106 — 108). — Sheep’s dung produces a 
} ield 50 por cent, higher than that produced by various other artificial 
manures, and 60 por cent, higher than if no dung be applied. Extra 
supplies of ammoniaoal superphosphate produce no increase, and 

compost” does not appear to be capable of producing larger yields 
than unmanured land. But, on the other hand, manures increase the 
amount of starch. The number of diseased potatoes was highest in 
tlio plots which were un manured, and more especially high in the 
crops of “ Eiirstenwalder j” amongst the “ snow flake ” potatoes there 
were also many diseased. Of the seven sorts grown, “ Aurora ” seems 
to have been the most satisfactory. E. W. P. 
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Analytical Chemistry. 


Method for the Continuous Measurement of the Intensity of 
Daylight, and of its Application to Physiological and Botanical 
Researches. ByM. Ejreusler ( Bietl . Gentr 1879, 117 — 120). — In 
the first portion of this article an instrument is described whereby the 
intensity of daylight can be estimated for any hour ; it consists of a 
hollow dram in which is cat a slit parallel to the terrestrial axis ; 
behind this slit is a strip of sensitised paper, across whoso surface the 
slit is caused to pass by means of clockwork. To be able to compare 
the shades of colour, several tints are produced also on sensitisod 
paper, by causing the direct rays of the sun to fall on the paper at 
various angles for twenty seconds, this being the length of exposure 
for each part of the registering paper. An inclination of 60° (cos. 0*5) 
produces half-tint, &c., the tints being numbered 1, 2, 8 — 10 ; 10 re- 
presenting full sunshine. 

In the second portion, the author states that brightness of light is 
accompanied by increased assimilation on the part of the plant; but 
this regularity of increase continues only up to the point when the 
intensity of light is one-eighth that of the full sunshine, and after 
that assimilation goes on loss rapidly, not keeping pace with the in- 
creased intensity. Now, as increased intensity of light is accompanied 
by increased chemical intensity, the former may be used as an indi- 
cator of the latter, as regards plant physiology, as it was found that 
‘assimilation increased as chemical intensity increased, at first rapidly, 
but afterwards in a less degree. Snb-aquatic plants are not of value 
in determining assimilation, as they are not sensitive enough to small 
changes of light ; an apparatus has therefore been devised in which it 
is possible to expose whole plants to the light, and is on the principle 
of an aspirator. 10. \V. I\ 


Estimation of Chromium. ByT. Willm (Bcr., 12, 222Jh-2220). 
— When chromium is estimated as sesquioxido by precipitation with 
ammonia, boiling off the excess of alkali, and ignition of the precipi- 
tated hydrate, the results obtained aro invariably too high if the 
precipitation is carried on in a glass vessel. The small quantity of 
lime which is taken up by the ammonia from the glass enables i ho 
chromium sesquioxide, during ignition, to combine with the oxygon of 
the air to form chromic acid. Calcium chromate can bo dissolved out 
of tho ignited residue by treatment with hot water. W. C. W. 


Separation of the Heavy Metals of the Ammonium Sulphide 
Group. By C. Zimmermann (Amalen, 199, 1—16).— Zinc from the 
other Metals . — The solution is made as nearly neutral as possible (this 
is absolutely essential) with sodium bicarbonate, and mixed with a not 
too dilute solution of ammonium thiocyanate. After being boated to 
60° to 70°, a gentle stream of sulphuretted hydrogen is passed into 
the liquid at intervals until it smells distinctly of the gas, It is then 
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loft to stand for some hours at a gentle heat, when the whole of the 
zino is found to be deposited as sulphido, and perfectly free from the 
other metals of the group. An excellent method of esiimating the 
zinc is to convert the sulphide into the chloride, and to heat the latter 
with mercuric oxide, by which means the zinc is converted into oxide 
and may be weighed as such. 

Iron from Nickel and Gob alt. — The solution is mixed with excess of 
ammonium thiocyanate, and sodium bicarbonate is added until the 
red colour disappears. The iron is thus completely precipitated as 
ferrous hydrate, and is free from nickel and cobalt. The nickel and 
cobalt are then separated by Liebig’s mercuric oxide method. 

Iron from Uranium. — The boiling hot solution is mixed with excess 
of ammonium thiocyanate, and sodium bicarbonate is added until the 
red colour disappears. The iron is precipitated entirely as hydrate, and 
is free from uranium. 

Precipitation of Uranium Oxide by Ammonia. — Addition of ammonia 
in presence of ammonium chloride causes precipitation of uranium 
oxide in solution so dilute that the former reagent alone produces no 
effect. GK T. A. 

New Method of Estimating the Air Space in Seeds and 
Fruits. By J. Adamec and E. Klosb (Bied. Centr ., 1879, 150). — The 
volume of the sample is calculated from its specific gravity ; the volume 
of the several constituents is calculated from their specific gravity ; 
those added together give the volume of the solid, and, subtracting 
this from the original volume, the air enclosed is calculated. 

E. W. P. 

Composition of Bohemian Beer-wort, determined by 
Chemico-optical Processes. By T. Hanamann ( Bied . Centr., 1879, 
138). — The author in this paper comes to the conclusion that by the 
early processes of determination, the amount of dextrin present in 
wort was too high ; by the modem process, the amount is too low ; 
the true quantity is to be found between, and can be closely determined 
by the polanscopc. E. W. P. 

Determination of the Acid in Sugar of Lead and in Lead 
Vinegar. By Jj\ Salomon (Vinyl, pohjt . J., 234, 222 — 22G). — What 
the author claims as novelty iu this papor is (1) that as standard acid 
a solution of acetic acid should be used, which contains exactly 
50 grams of acetic anhydride in 1 liter ; (2) that the solution of potash 
used should be equivalent to the acetic acid solution. The following 
are the details of the method : — 10 c.c. of tho solution to be examined 
are treated with an excess of tho standard potash in a 100 e.c. flask, 
and the mixture is mado up to 100 c.c. with distilled water. The 
portion of the lead which is dissolved by the excess of potash used is 
separated from the hydrate by filtration, and 50 c.c. of the filtrate 
titrated with standard acetic acid, using pbenolphthalein as indicator. 
In the case of the solution containing sugar of lead, the total acid may 
be estimated at once, providing the salt is neutral ; if acid, it is best to 
estimate the quantity of free acid with standard alkali, using litmus 
as indicator in this case. To apply the method to determinations of 
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acid in lead vinegar, it is necessary to neutralise the basic solution, 
■with, the titrated acetic acid solution. B. B. 

Analysis of Cinchona Barks. ( Ohem v. News, 40, 209 — 210.) — 
1. Miter jrroeess. — 1,000 grains of very finely-powderod bark arc 
mixed with sufficient alcohol to form a paste, and when the fibres arc 
thoroughly saturated with the liquid, it is intimately mixed with 
500 grains of calcium hydrate, and heated to drive oft the alcohol. 
The dried mass is exhausted successively with ether, the othoroal 
solution evaporated, and the residue fused at 125° 0. Tho mass is 
weighed and dissolved in absolute alcohol, and the solntion neutralised 
with standard sulphuric acid (100 e.c. = 10 grams crystalline quinine 
sulphate). The alcoholic solution of basic quinine sulphate is eva- 
porated to dryness and treated with a quantity of standard acid 
equal to that previously used; water is added, and the salt com- 
pletely dissolved by boiling. Animal charcoal to tho amount of 15 per 
cent, of the original weight of bark is then added ; the whole digested 
for 10 minutes, filtered, and washed wijbh acidulated water. The fil- 
trate containing acid quinine sulphate is concentrated, nearly neu- 
tralised with dilate ammonia (8 per cent.), and allowed to crystallise. 
The crystals of basic quinine sulphate are collected and weighed. 
Weight of air-dried crystals = amount of crystalline quinine sulphate 
in the hark. Dried at 100°, 85*5 = 100 crystals. 

2. Acid process . — 1,000 grains of finely-powdered bark are treated 
twice with boiling dilate sulphuric aoid, and once with water ; the 
extracts are evaporated to a small bulk, neutralised with milk of Jiruo, 
aud filtered. The residue is dried and boiled repeatedly with alcohol 
of 90 per cent. ; the alcoholic solutions are evaporated to dryness, and 
the residues treated with acidulated water and filtered ; the filtrate is 
neutralised with caustic soda and shaken with chloroform ; tho chloro- 
form solution is separated and evaporated in a tared capsule. Tho 
residue consisting of the total quantity of quinine, cinchonine, and 
quinidine is treated with ether to extract the quinine, which is esti- 
mated by the ether process. The residue is dissolved in dilute acetic 
acid, and treated with a concentrated solution of potassium iodide. 
The precipitate consists of quinidine iodide, of which 100 grams =s 
51-G9 quinidine, or 94'5 quinidine sulphate. Tho quinidine and cin- 
chonine may be separated by treating the residue with proof spirit, 
in which the quinidine is soluble, whilst cinchonine and cmekoiudiu© 
remain nndissolved. 

Owing to the rapidity with which the ether process xnay be worked, 
it can be nsed with greater advantage than the acid process. The 
object of the former is to extract that alkaloid ouly on which tlio 
value of the cinchona bark depends, and is achieved without pro- 
ducing amorphous quinine, which is so liable to bo formed by pro- 
tracted boiling, as in the acid process. 

Calisaya and red cinchona barks may be analysed by tho ether pro- 
cess, bnt it is not applicable to the Losa or grey barks. 

L. T. O’S. 

Estimation of Albuminoid Nitrogen in Fodders. By F. 
Se$ti$i ( Bied . Centr 1879, 711). — The author recommends boiling the 
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finely powdered substance for one bour in water, to which a few drops of 
lactic acid Lave been added, treatment with lead acetate and filtration. 
The nitrogen is then estimated in the precipitate and the filtrate, the 
amount contained in the formor representing the quantity of albumin 
present. J. K. 0. 


Enumeration of the Pat Globules in Milk as a Test. By E. 
Bouchut (Bied. Oentr., 1879, 145). — One drop of milk is diluted with 
100 drops of water, and this placed in a cell 0*1 mm. deep is examined 
under the microscope; the globules in a space 0*1 mm. square are 
counted, the number obtained multiplied by 100,000, and this then 
gives the number contained in 1 cm. of the original milk. In human 
milk from 2,200,000 to 5,000,000 globules have been observed^, but the 
average number appears to be from 1,000,000 to 2,000,000. With cow’s 
milk, the results were — 


1,102,500 globules 1022 sp. gr. 

2.205.000 „ 1082 „ 

2.400.000 „ 1030 „ 

3.700.000 „ 1030 „ 


24 grams butter per liter 

37 

37 

34 


As human milk varies considerably, it is advisable, in comparing 
specimens from different individuals, to take five samples on the same 
day. When 800,000 — 1,000,000 globules are found in human milk 
per centimeter, the milk may be considered as good. E. W. P. 


Foreign Colouring Matters in Red Wine. By J. Kessler 
(Bled. Oentr., 1879, 142 — 145). — The author comes to the conclusion 
that wo are at present not in a position to determine chemically the 
difference between the colonring matters of madder, bilberry, and 
'grapes. A pure wine reacts differently with the same reagents, the 
difference depending on the mode of preparation, and the quality of 
the grape itself. E. W. P. 

Adulteration of Wine. By P, Lepel (Bled. Oentr., 1879, 709). — 
Red beet is ofton used in conjunction with fuchsine to colour wine. 
The presonco of the former may always bo recognised by the authors 
copper reaction (Ber., 10, 1875). J. K. 0. 


Morphiometric Processes for Opium. By A. B. Prescott 
(Pharm. J. Trans. [3], 10, 128—130, and 182 — 185). — The author 
submits the following assay process for opium ; it is essentially the 
Jluger-Jacobsen's, but it is modified by a preliminary washing of the 
opium with benzene, to remove impurities. 

The opium is dried at 100 p 0., until it ceases to lose weight; it is 
then powdered, and 66*5 grams are placed in a paper filter of 10 cm. 
diameter in a funnel ; benzene is poured in until the powder is covered, 
and as soon as it begins to drop through, the funnel is stopped, and 
allowed to macerate for an hour ; the benzene is then allowed to per- 
colate, more being supplied, until the whole volume need is 50 c.c. 
The filter and its contents are dried with gentle heat, until there is no 
lurthor smell of benzene, and the contents are then transferred to a 
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weighed flask of 120 c.e. capacity, the filter paper being kept. 20 c.c. 
of water are added, together with 3 grama of slaked lime, which has 
been slaked with one-third its woight of wator. The contents of tho 
flask are agitated for several minutes, and then uniformly mixed by 
closing the flask and shaking it. Distilled wator is added, until tho 
contents of the flask weigh 74*5 grams, and the flask is heated with 
occasional agitation for an hour in nearly boiling water ; it is then 
cooled, and the exact weight (74*5 grams) made up again by tbo addi- 
tion of water. The solution is then filtered through the paper pre- 
viously used, into a vessel of about 80 c.c. capacity, marked for a 
volume of 50 c.c. As soon as exactly 50 o.c. of filtrate are obtained, 
the contents of the filter being gently squeezed, if necessary, to yield 
the last few drops, it is mixed with 8 drops of benzene, and 3 c.c. 
of washed ether, the vessel closed, and the whole agitated ; 4*5 grams 
of powdered ammonium chloride are then added, and as soon as it is 
dissolved the liquid is once more agitated, and then set aside in a cool 
place for three and a half hours. The crystalline deposit is filtered 
through a weighed and moistened filter, and washed several times 
with a few drops of water ; it is then dried at 50° 0., washed with 3 c.c. 
of washed ether, dried again and weighed. The weight of morphine 
thus obtained may be considered as that contained in 5 grams of 
opium ; this allows for loss during filtration ; the percentage is there- 
fore obtained by multiplying the weight found by 20. 

The author also submitted different processes for estimating 
morphine to a comparative trial by analysing several samples by each 
of the methods ; then estimating by Mayer s volumetric method the 
purity of the morphine obtained, and also determining the morphine 
remaining nncrystallised in the mother-liquor by extraction with amyl 
alcohol and titration. Mayer’s solution was prepared by dissolving 
13*55 grains of dry mercuric chloride and 49*84 grams potassium todido 
in water, and making up to a litre; 1 c.c. corresponds to 0*02 of 
morphine. The morphine precipitates were dissolved in wator with 
acidulated sulphuric acid, and so far diluted that at tho end of tho 
titration the solution should be 200 parts to 1 of morphine, this pre- 
caution being necessary because of the Bolubility of tho precipitate in 
water. The author finds that the results obtained by JM ayor’s process 
are more accurate than those yielded gravimetrical ly alter purification 
of the crystals, bat they are probably somewhat low. Tho morphine 
remaining in the mother-liquor was p ait i ally separated by allowing a 
further time for crystallisation, and tho filtered liquid was then well 
shaken with amyl alcohol in successive portions of 15, 10, and 5 o.c. ; 
the alcohol was separated and evaporated, and tho rosicluo titrated by 
Mayer’s solution. 

The conclusions arrived at are that hot bonzeno, if used for tho pre- 
liminary treatment, occasions a loss of morphine as compared witli cold 
benzene ; the cold benzene, however, must be used in limited quantity, 
since it dissolves some morphine. The omission of tho preliminary 
treatment with benzene leaves the opium-lime mixture loadod with 
opium wax, and renders the filtration more difficult, and tho ontiro 
operation less satisfactory, but results after deduction of ono-tonth (or 
one-thirtieth if ether-washed) are fairly in accor da nce with tbono 
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obtained by the modified process of treating with benzene. The 
Procter- Staples' process yielded unsatisfactory results, more especially 
in the estimation of morphine extracted from the mother-liquor 
by amyl alcohol. The author suspected that something besides the 
alkaloid, which acted on Mayer’s solution, was taken up by amyl 
alcohol. It was found more satisfactory to extract the mother- liquor 
obtained by Staples' process, first with benzene, and afterwards with 
amyl alcohol. By Eager's process the filtrate contains in solution 
1*9 times as much as pure water, and by Staples' process 2*45 times as 
much. Schachtmpp's process for estimating morphine and narcotine in 
opium (Zeits. Ami . Chem ., 1868, 7, 509), was also submitted to 
examination ; the author pronounces it to be untrustworthy and inex- 
pedient ; the experiments made by this process, however, proved that 
benzene does not extract the whole of the narco tine from opium, 
unless an alkali is present, and therefore the preliminary treatment 
with benzene does not dispense with purification of the morphine 
crystals by washing with ether freed from alcohol and acetic acid by 
recent agitation with water ; the impurities left in the morphine may 
then be considered as counterbalancing the morphine left in the 
mother-liquor, and removed by washing. F. 0. 

Valuation of Tincture of Opium. By A. B. Pkescott ( Pharm . 
J. Trans . [3], 10, 66). — The author determined the opium in twelve 
different samples of the tincture, employing two different processes for 
each sample, viz., Eager's and Staples', 

The modified Eager's process was carried out as follows:— The 
specific gravity of the tincture was taken ; then 25 grams were evapo- 
rated nearly to dryness on the water-bath, triturated with 1 gram of 
freshly slaked lime, and after adding 24 c.c. of water, the mixture was 
heated on the water-bath for an hour. The whole was then transferred 
to a wetted filter, and the residue washed on the filter with warm 
water, until the washings were nearly colourless; the filtrate, after 
being concentrated on the water-bath to 25 grams, was transferred 
with rinsings to a wide-mouthed bottle, and mixed while warm with 
1 c.c. of ether and 3 drops of benzene ; T1 gram of ammonium chloride 
was then dissolved in the liquid, and it was set aside for 24 hours. 
The liquid was now well shaken, to detach crystals from, the sides of 
the bottle, and the crystals collected on a weighed filter, washed with 
about 8 c.c. of distilled water, dried at 50° 0., and weighed. If Eager's 
plan is followed of allowing only three hours for the crystallisation of 
the morphine, the author prefers to wash the crystals with ether, and 
weigh them, the impurities present counterbalancing the morphine left 
in solution. 

According to Staples' method, after estimating the specific gravity, 
25 grams were evaporated to half the bulk ou the water-bath, and 
24 hours allowed for the subsidence of the tarry matters ; the liquid 
was decanted through a filter into a wide-monthed bottle, and the 
tarry residue washed with 4 c.c. of water, the washings being added to 
the filtrate. An equal volume of alcohol^ of sp. gr. 0835, and 1*3 c.c. 
of ammonia solution of sp. gr. 0 96, mixed with. 1*7 c.c, of alcohol, 
wore then added, the bottlo stoppered and well shaken, and set aside. 
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After about four days the morphine crystals were filtorod off, rinsed 
with 4 c.o. of diluted alcohol, dried at 50°, and weighed. . Tho 
crystals were afterwards washed with 8 c.o. of other, and weighed 
again; the ether removed about one-tenth by weight of the crystals. 

The author concludes that Staple*’ process yields tho best crystals of 
morphine, but considers that it is little if at all preferable to ITatjer’s 
method. 0. 

Analytical Examination of Tinctures, By A. XL Allkn 
(Pharm. J. Trans. [3], 9, 1035—103?)- — Tinctures are mado with 
spirits of two alcoholic strengths. For some, rectified spirits, con- 
taining 84 per cent, by weight of absolute alcohol, equivalent to 155-5 
per cent, of proof spirit, is used ; for others proof spirit, containing 
49 per cent, by weight of absolute alcohol, is sufficiently strong. 
Alcohol being frequently the most expensive item in the preparation 
of tinctures, it is liable to be economised, and this will often lead to 
an insufficient quantity of the drug being dissolved. Hence the deter- 
mination of the proportion of alcohol present in a tincture is often of 
importance. With many tinctures, the alcohol can be readily separated 
by distillation and estimated by taking the specific gravity of the dis- 
tillate, volatile alkaline or acid substances being retained during distil- 
lation by previously making the tincture acid or alkaline respectively. 
Tinctures containing volatile essential oils cannot be examined by dis- 
tillation, but the oil can usually he preoipitated by a sufficient dilution 
with water, and if it remains suspended in the liquid it may then bo 
separated by adding a few drops of strong calcium chlorido solution 
and some sodium phosphate and stirring vigorously ; the precipitated 
calcium phosphate carries down the oil globules and clarifies tho 
liquid* which is then run through a dry filter and distilled. In some 
cases sodium carbonate is substituted for sodium phosphate when an 
acid is to be retained during the subsequent distillation, Tho per- 
centage of alcohol present is best stated in terms of proof spirit. 

The process was tested on tincture of myrrh, which had boon pre- 
pared for the purpose. The alcohol found was about 0 per coni, too 
low, but this discrepancy was explained by the fact that myrrh causes 
a considerable expansion of the volume during solution in spin*!, and 
after estimating and allowing for this expansion exact results wens 
secured. A similar result was obtained with camphor, Hxporimorit 
showed that camphor dissolved in alcohol without sensible change of 
volume, the volume of the tincture being equal to tho sum of tho 
volumes of the spirit and the camphor. Henco it appears that tho 
spirit causes the camphor to liquefy and mingle as a liquid with the 
spirit. In consequence of this peculiarity, the proportion by volumo 
of proof spirit contained in spirit of camphor will be O’ 9 of that pre- 
sent in the alcohol used in its preparation, and there is no doubt that 
a similar correction onght to be applied in certain other casos. Tho 
distillation method, when applied to spirit of camphor, is also rendered 
inexact by some of the camphor remaining unprecipitated, owing toils 
solubility in water. 

The author found a deficiency of alcohol in a sample of “ compound 
tincture of camphor,” and this led to a deficiency also of oil of anise, 
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since the spirit was too woak to dissolve the full proportion of oil. 
This tinotnro was examined by diluting with water, clarifying with 
calcium chloride and sodium carbonate solutions, distilling the alcohol, 
and estimating benzoic acid in the residue by acidifying it and shaking 
several times with ether. On evaporating the ether, the benzoic acid 
was left in a pure state ; the opium was roughly estimated colorime- 
trically by adding proof spirit and a few drops of ferric chloride, and 
comparing with a similarly treated standard opium solution. The per- 
centage of alcohol found in this tincture by the distillation process 
never exceeded by two degrees that deduced from the density of the 
original tincture. The proportion of oil of anise present may be 
roughly judged by the readiness with which the liquid is precipitated 
on dilution with water. With a proper proportion of oil, precipitation 
occurs on very slight dilution. F. 0. 
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Recent Improvements in the Iodine Industry. By B. Wntzia 
( DwgLpolyt . 234, 216 — 220).— Tho heavy pressure which has been 
put on the European market by the production of iodine in South 
America is mostly due to the fact that the treatment of the plant, its 
burning to ashes, and the lixiviating operations are conducted in a very 
imperfoct manner in Europe. Various methods have been proposed 
whereby the loss of iodine, experienced in the first treatment to which 
the plant is subjected, is reduced considerably. The plants are gene- 
rally collected during the winter months, and are dried and burnt to 
ashes in Jnne and July. During this interval a large quantity of iodine 
is lost through the aciion of fogs and rain on the plant. Pellieux and 
Maze-Launccy subject the plant to a fermentation process, whereby 
the loss of iodine is reduced considerably in the after treatment. At 
the beginning of the fermentation, all sulphides present are said to be 
converted into alkaline sulphides or hydrogen sulphide ; the latter acts 
on the organic iodine-compounds which may ho present, forming 
hydrogen iodido. This body destroys all alkaline sulphidos, potas- 
sium and sodium iodides being the final product. Similar methods 
have been proposed by Thiercelin and Herland. 

As to the separation of iodine from varec, potassium chloride 
has been adopted very largely, the results being most satisfactory. 
In practice the proportion of potassium chloride to the iodine is 1 : 4 
(theory 1 : 6). 

It is stated that tho methods which are generally used for deter- 
mining iodine are of but little practical value in varec analyses. 
Wallace and Lamont’s method of precipitating iodine with silver 
nitrate and washing with ammonia gave satisfactory results; however, 
Fresenius’s method is the simplest, safest, and best. Instead of dis- 
solving nitrons acid in sulphuric acid, the author uses a solution of 
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ferric chloride with the addition of a small quantity of sulphuric acid 
for precipitating the iodine. D. B. 

Introduction of Nitric Acid into the Sulphuric Acid Cham- 
bers along with the Steam. By M, Liebig ( Dingl. polyt . /., 233, 
01 — 63). — The author says his apparatus has stood the test of experi- 
ence in one sulphuric acid manufactory in Westphalia. It consists of 
a leaden steam-pipe with platinum nozzle whose opening is from 
4 to 5 mm. diameter, which penetrates the leaden wall of the chamber 
for 5 or 10 cm. in a straight line. Immediately underneath this, and 
also penetrating the chamber wall, is a glass tube 5 mm. diameter 
drawn tp a fine point ; this tube is bent upwards, so that the point 
terminates in the centre of the opening in the steam-pipe; outside the 
leaden chamber, the glass tube is bent downwards at an angle of 30° from 
the horizontal, and is passed at the same angle into another tube, the 
junction of the two tubes being made tight by a piece of india-rubber 
tube ; the tube into which it passes is bent into a U and connected with 
the bottom of the apparatus for regulating the flow of acid. This con- 
sists of a glass bulb, into the top of which projects a tube of 2 mm. 
diameter, and furnished with a glass stopcock haying a projecting arm 
moving over a graduated scale so as to regulate the flow of acid. The 
tap is connected with a syphon passing to the bottom of a flask filled 
with nitric acid. When the glass tap is opened sufficiently to allow 
the required amount of nitric acid to be delivered from the flask into 
the bulb, and the steam is turned on, it blows across the fine opening 
in the glass tube, producing a partial vacuum in the bulb ; the nitric 
acid in the flask then rises in the syphon tube, passes through the stop- 
cock and bulb, and issues at che point of the glass tube fixed in front 
of the nozzle of the steam-pipe, when it is blown by the steam into a 
spray which mixes thoroughly with the sulphurous acid coming from 
the burners; by this means the exact quantity of nitric aoid pro- 
jected into the chamber can be accurately determined and any excess 
obviated. . W. T. 

Observations on Sulphur-baths, By P. db Clermont and 
J*. Frommel (Bull. Soc, Chim. [2], 31, 485. — Becquerel has stated that 
the electromotive force of polysulphides to monosulphides is in the 
proportion of 163 to 248. As the therapeutic action of sulphur-baths 
has been ascribed to their electromotive force, some physicians have 
prescribed baths of sodium monosulphide instead of polysulphido. 

The authors have shown that the amount of sulphuretted hydrogen 
evolved from the bath of monosulphide bears to that evolved by poly- 
sulphide, the inverse proportion to their electromotive forces. By 
adding manganese chloride to a solution of monosulphide of sodium at 
34° C., 0*0118 gram of sulphuretted hydrogen was liberated, whilst 
from a solution of polysulphido of similar strength, 0*020G gram 
escaped. As the polysulphide is less efficacious from the medical 
point of view than the monosulphide, it is evident that the quantity of 
sulphuretted hydrogen liberated is not, at least in the case cited, pro- 
portional to its therapeutic action, and to the strength of the olectric 
current W. R. 
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Use of Copper Phosphide in the Refining of Copper. By C. 
BossiiBR (JDvngl.polyt. J., 233, 48 — 53). — The object of this process is 
to separate all the oxide of copper from the metal, and so to make it 
tougher and more ductile. Amorphous and ordinary phosphorus have 
been proposed for this purpose, but their use is now superseded by that 
of copper phosphide of known composition : this has been employed 
several years at Chatham dockyard with satisfactory results. The 
advantages of using copper phosphide in preference to free phosphorus 
are, that with the former the whole of the phosphorus present is avail- 
able for reducing the copper oxide present in the molten metal, and 
the possibility of accurately determining boforehand the quantity of 
copper phosphide required ; the danger to the health of the workmen 
caused by the use of phosphorus is also avoided. 

According to Hampe, when copper phosphide comes in contact with 
cupric oxide, one equivalent of phosphorus combines with the oxygen 
of fivo equivalents of copper oxide, forming phosphoric anhydride, 
which combines with another equivalent of copper oxide, forming 
copper phosphate, which rises to the top of the molten metal as a 
fluid slag. 

In the refining furnace 1,700 kilos, of copper was first “poled” in 
the usual way until the required point of deoxidation had been reached, 
which was ascertained by taking a quantity out and testing it. The 
quantity of phosphide added was 9 kilos., containing 11*7 per cent, of 
phosphorus. It was introduced in fivo separate portions, the whole 
then stirred by a protected iron crook, covered up with wood charcoal, 
and the door and every other opening of the furnace closed. A portion 
was then drawn off, and when cold tested by being bent by repeated 
strokes of the hammer. This showed a marked difference in the con- 
stitution of the metal before and after the addition of the phosphide. 
In tho latter case it had an amount of toughness which was quite 
astonishing. Its cleavage was finely toothed, of salmon-red colour, 
and silky lustre, like that of chemically puro copper, in contrast to 
tho cleavage of tho othor specimen, which could not bo distinguished 
from that of copper refined in tho ordinary manner for commercial 
purposos. 

The specific gravity of tho sample brfore tho addition of copper 
phosphide was 8‘731, and after the addition it was 8*906. With a 
view to determine the actual percentage of oxygon in each sample, 
portions of each were ignited in a stream of hydrogen. The loss of 
weight in the sample takon before the addition of the phosphide was 
0‘190, and the I6ss aft 67 was 0*042 per cent. The author infers that 
the whole, or at least part, of the loss in the latter was due to the 
phosphorus and not to oxygen. 

The author further ascertained that much less than the theoretical 
quantity of copper phosphide required to decompose the oxide present 
suffices to produoe the necessary deoxidation, and this is owing to the 
fact that when the copper phosphate comes to the surface, as it does 
in small, very fluid drops, it meets with and is reduced again to 
phosphide by the action of the red-hot charcoal which is put on the 
surface, and is again absorbed by the metal, and so repeats its deox- 
idising action. The minimum quantity of phosphide required to do 

von. xxxvra. • p 
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the work can therefore only he determined by practical experience. 
Its use, however, does not end here, because, when the metal is cast 
into the mould, it protects the casting from the action of the oxygen 
of the air, and only ceases to act when it has come entirely to the 
surface in the form of phosphate of the protoxide of copper. 

W. T. 

On Belgian Phosphorites. By A. Prtermann ( Bied . O&ni , 1879, 
53 — 57). — Of the four sorts of phosphorites which occur at Ciply, in 
Belgium, “ craie grise,” containing 11*25 per cent. P 2 0 6 , occurs iu 
largest quantities. It appears to be almost insoluble in solutions of 
various salts, and when used in the raw state as a manure is of no 
great value. E. W. P. 

On Cement. (Dingl. goolyt. J, 9 234, 473—478). — Tomei has 
studied the question as to the influence which sulphates are said to 
exercise on the time of setting and the firmness of cement, and con- 
cludes that the addition of sulphates is not favourable, as it retards 
the setting and decreases the firmness of cement. 

Erdmenger in discussing the points as to the methods of improving 
the quality of cement, especially by stowing it or adding various sub- 
stances to it, gives a series of experiments which show that cement 
can often be improved very materially by the addition of gypsum, 
&g. , 

Behrmann has tried the influence of sea water on cement and finds 
its action favourable, especially on Roman cement. D. B. 

Peculiar Changes of Gas-pipes. By K Birnbaum (Dingl. 
•polyt. 234, 460 — 463). — At the St. John Gas Works, near Saar- 
bruck, some gas-pipes which had been in use for ten years showed 
peculiar phenomena. The cast-iron of which the pipes were made had 
assumed the form of a regular, brittle, and graphite-liko mass of mag- 
netic oxide, which could be cut with a knife and had a shining 
surface. The latter disappeared after a few weeks’ exposure to the 
air. 

The author explains this alteration by the fact that, owing to the 
softness of the soil, it was necessary to surround the pipes with some 
hard material in order to keep them in their position, and for this 
purpose cinders were employed. These were obtained from the Saar 
coals, which are noted for the large amount of pyrites they contain. 
The latter coming into contact with rain-water, and also being partly 
exposed to atmospheric influences, readily acted on the metal and 
brought about these changes. D, 

Action of Water on Lead Piping. By E. Reichardt (Arch. 
Pkarm, [3], 15, 54 — 63). — The examination of a lead pipe which had 
been employed during 300 years at Andernach for the conveyance of 
water, showed the formation of a coating on the interior surface 
0*5 mm. thick ; the colour of this coating was yellowish- white, and 
had the composition : — 

PbO. BiO* CdO. OuO. Fe 2 0 8 A1A- 

73*962 0*453 0*120 0*323 1*552 1*035 
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CaO. MgO. P 2 0 6 . 00 3 . 01. H a O. 

1*095 0*283 8*446 1*110 1*254 6*141: 

besides organic matter = 0*388 ; insoluble Si0 2 and clay = 4*399. 
The source of the phosphoric acid is unknown, as the analysis of the 
water at the present time, which has a hardness = 5*25, shows no 
trace of it. This encrustation has a peculiar fatty acid smell, but no 
definite organic compound could be obtained from it ; the presence of 
this substance, whatever it may be, is considered to be due to eels, 
which were formerly employed to free the pipe from rootlets with 
■which it became dogged. 

Concerning the various modes of coating the interior of lead pipings, 
so as to preserve them from the action of water, the author has made 
experiments with piping coated with a layer of lead sulphide in the 
interior surface, by the action of an alkaline sulphide. He finds that 
distilled water becomes contaminated in such a pipe, but this does not 
occur if the water contains large quantities of magnesium and calcium 
carbonates. On the contrary, this water deposits salts on the inte- 
rior, and preserves it; but they are removed together along with 
lead by water containing carbonic acid. E. W. P. 

Tungsten-Manganese Bronze. By P. P. Venables {Clem. 
Nei 08 , 40, 187 — 188). — An analysis of an alloy from Hanover, bearing 
the above name, proves that it contains no manganese, and only an 
insignificant quantity of tungsten. Tt consists of ordinary gun- 
metal, in which part of the tin is replaced by zinc, as is seen from the 
results : — 


On. Sn. Zn. 3Te. W. 

86*51 9*04 3*47 0*26 0*23 

It is of a light golden-yellow colour, and close grain, and is susceptible 
of a fine polish. Its sp. gr. = 8*64. L. T. O’S. 

Petroleum. By H. Hokler (Dlmjl. polyt. 234, 52—61). — This 
paper is basod on a roport to the authorities of Zurich by V. Meyer 
respecting the sale of petroleum and other inflammable liquids. 
Various points are taken into consideration, such as the limit of tem- 
porature at which petroleum ignites, tho construction of petroleum 
lamps and stoves, the size of petroleum stoves, their distance from 
dwelling-houses, and regulations requisite in case of fire. 

As to the flashing point of petroleum, it is stated that although a 
largo number of apparatus for determining this point are known, the 
results obtained are very unsatisfactory. Meyer rocommends the use of 
an apparatus, which is said to give the true flashing point of inflam- 
mable liquids. A corked glass cylinder is fitted with two thermometers, 
one dipping in the petroleum, the other being above it. One-tenth of 
the cylinder only is filled with the petroleum to be examined. It is 
next placed in warm water for a few minutes, then taken out and well 
shaken, until the temperature of both thermometers is the same. The 
cork is now removed and a flame introduced into the cylinder. The 
flame bums at the end of a small glass tube drawn out to a very fine 
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point. If the vapour ignites the operation is repeated at a lower tem- 
perature, until a point is reached at which the vapour no longer 
ignites. 

Mover is of opinion that the flashing point of petroleum should not 
exceed 36°. D. B. 

Improvement of Italian Tobacco by permeating the Leaves 
with the Juice of Exotic Tobacco. By A. ee Negri (Gazzetta, 
9, 418 — 420). — The author proposes to place the indigenous loaves in 
an autoclave, and after exhausting the air to allow a strong infusion 
of exotic leaves to flow into the apparatus, subsequently increasing the 
pressure to two or three atmospheres, so that the juice may thoroughly 
permeate the leaves. When the operation is finished, the loaves are 
removed from the liquid and dried in a centrifugal machino. In this 
way the aroma is greatly increased, whilst the exotic loaves from 
which the infusion was made, if only partly exhausted, are still useful, 
although of somewhat less value. C. E. G. 

Preparation of Wine. By A. Blankenhorn and Others (Bicd. 
Gentr ., 1879, 706 — 707). — The authors recommend the aeration of 
must which is rich in sugar and albumin during the earlier part of the 
fermentation. The colouring matter of red wine is much more soluble 
between 15 and 20° C. than between 0 and 10° C. J. K. C. 

Bleaching of Jute. By M. Singer (Bingl. poh/t. J., 234, 486). — 
The author recommends the following method:— The yam is first 
placed into a weak slightly warm soap-bath for 10 minutes, and trans- 
ferred to a chloride of lime bath of 1*0035 sp. gr. After 40 minutes, 
the jute is taken out and the operation repeated, if necessary. Finally, 
it is washed with warm, then with cold water, and dried in the ah’. 

D. B. 

Application of Potatoes and Undried Malt in the Pre- 
paration of Yeast. By J. Krieger-Delft (Bled. Centr 1879, 718), — 
The mash used for preparing yeast should not contain much more 
than 10 per cent, of fermentable sugar, with peptone and ash in proper 
proportions. The author recommends also the n&o of undried in pre- 
ference to dried malt. J. K. C, 

Influence of Light on Beer. By 0. Net (Bied. Centr., 1879, 
152). — Black, yellow, blue, white, green represent the order in which 
the colours influence beer, when it is enclosed in bottles of tho above 
colours. Green has least influence, and therefore it is recommended 
that green bottles are the best in which to store beer. E. W . P. 

Adulteration of Rye Bran with Rice Husks. By J. Koniu 
(Bied. Centr., 1879, 149). — A specimen of rye bran was found to con- 
tain 40 per cent, of rice husks, causing the albuminoids to fall from 
14*7 to 9*6, and raising the fibre from 5*7 to 17*5. E. W. P. 
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Dark Lines in the Solar Spectrum on the Less Refrangible 
Side of G. By J. C. Draper (Am. J \ 8<yi. [8], 17, 448— 452).— The 
author refers to a former paper on this subject (Am. J. Sci., 16, 256 — 
265, this Journal, 1879, Abst., p. 997). He now discusses the region 

of the solar spectrum between X 4316 and X 4320 of Angstrom’s scale. 
Five photographs, taken in November, 1878, and January and February 
1879, show faint lines in this region which agree in position with 
lines in the electric spectrum of oxygen. Similar lines are visible in 
Rutherford's photograph of the same region, and in Christie’s map of 
the prismatic spectrum. A diagram is given showing the coincidence 
of the lines noticed by these three observers, with the lines in the 

oxygen spectrum as observed by JLngstrom, Draper, Pliicker, and 
Huggins. A table is also given of the solar lines between X 4313 
and X 4325, in which all the lines corresponding with those of known 
elements are marked. The author considers (1) that the regions in the 
solar spectrum at X 4317 and X4319, claimed as bright lines of oxygen,* 
are not as bright as others in their immediate vicinity ; (2) that the 
solar spectrum shows faint dark lines in the region about X4317 and 
X 4319 ; (3) oxygon is the substance which can produce dark lines in 
this region, therefore we must attribute them to the presence and 
action of that element. J. M. H. M. 

Ultra-violet Limit of the Spectrum at Various Heights. By 
A. Corot (Oompt. rend ., 89, 808 — 814). — From photographs of the 
solar spectrum taken at different heights, the author draws the follow- 
ing conclusions : — The ultra-violet limit of the solar spectrum varies to 
a small extent with the height above the sea-level, owing to the absorp- 
tive power of the atmosphere for ultra-violet rays.. The rate of varia- 
tion corresponds to theoretical values deduced from the hypothesis of 
a homogeneous absorbing atmosphere, provided equally clear days be 
chosen. The extension of the spectrum expressed in wave-lengths is 
one-millionth of a millimeter for a rise of about 900 meters, within 
the limited differences of height observed by the author, W. R. 

Examination of Essential Oils. By W. 38T. Hartley and A. K. 
Huntington ( Ohem . News, 40, 269). — The following is a list of sub- 
stances examined by tbe authors with respect to their optical pro- 
perties : — 

Oil 8 md Hydrocarbons transmitting ConUnvous Spectra . — Australene 
from oil of turpentine; birch-bark, cajputene dihydrate, caraway 
hydrocarbon (No. 2), calamus, oitrou, citronella, cedar-wood, cedrat 
hydrocarbon, cubebs, elder, hesperidene from oil of orange peel, Indian 
geranium, juniper, lavender, lign-aloes, mel&leuca erictfolia , menthol 
from oil of mint, nutmeg hydrocarbon, oils of patchouli (Nos. 1 and 2) ; 
rise, rosewood, rosemary, santal wood, terebene, terebenthene, viti- 
vert. In these experiments, photographs were taken of the spectrum 
transmitted by the undiluted liquid, and then of that transmitted by 
vol. xxxvm. q 
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the liquid in various states of dilution, the dilutions ranging in some 
cases from 1 in 50 to 1 in 500,000 volumes of alcohol. 

Hydrocarbons shoiving the Absorption-bands of Oymene. — Thyme* 
lemon, nutmeg, caraway (No. 1). 

Substa/nces showing Strong Bands of Absorption in ilie Spectrum 
transmitted by Dilute Solutions . — Oils of aniseed, bay, bergamot, bitter 
almonds, cassia, cloves, peppermint, pimento and thyme. Carrol, the 
oxidised derivative of caraway oil, myristicol, the same from nutmeg 
oil, and blue oil of patchouli. 

The authors attach great interest to the examination of these bodies, 
since they consider it to be proved from the character of the spectra 
they transmit, that the nucleus of menthol is a terpene, whilst the 
benzene ring is the inner basis of carvol and myristicol. Bergamot 
appears to be a terpene mixed with some derivative of the aromatic 
series ; but the oil of peppermint, on the other hand, is essentially a 
substance belonging to this latter class. 

The following is a summary of the author’s observations with re- 
gard to the terpenes : — 

(1.) The terpenes with the composition Ci 0 H l6 possess in a high 
degree the power of absorbing the ultra-violet rays of the spectrum, 
although they are inferior in this respect to benzene and its deriva- 
tives, to which class of bodies they are closely allied. 

(2.) Terpenes with the composition CieHo* have a greatly increased 
absorptive power for the more refrangible rays, that is to say, they 
withstand dilution to a greater extent, the greater the number of carbon 
atoms in the molecule. 

(3.) Neither the terpenes themselves nor the oxidised nor hydrated 
derivatives occasion absorption-bands under any circumstanoes when 
pure, but always transmit continuous spectra. 

(4.) Isomeric terpenes transmit spectra which usually differ from 
one another in length, or show variations on dilution. 

(5.) The process of diluting with alcohol enables the presence of 
bodies of the aromatic series to be detected in essential oils, and in some’ 
cases even the amount of these substances present may bo estimated. 

D. B. 

Ultra-violet Absorption Spectra of Ethereal Salts of Nitric 
and Nitrons Acids. By J. L. Soeet and A. A. Rilliet ( GompL 
rend., 89, 747 — 748). — The nitrates of ethyl, isobutyl, and amyl, havo 
a very great absorptive power for the ultra-violet rays, as is seen from 
the table : — 


Thickness of liquid required to produce 
extinction with nitrate of 


Rays of 
cadmium. 

Wave-lengths. 

Ethyl. 

mm. 

I&obutyL 

mm. 

AmyL 

mm. 

12 

325*8 

15*6 

14*45 

9*9 

13 


2*0 

1*9 

2*3 

14 


0*7 

0 85 

0*92 

17 

274*7 

0*22 

0*37 

0*25 

18 

257*2 

0*07 

0*2 

0*07 


The alcoholic solutions of the nitrates (5 grams per litre) are more 
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transparent than the undiluted liquids, and are more fit for compari- 
son with the metallic nitrates, yet there exists some difference in 
chemical construction of the two classes of chemical compounds, the 
maximum of absorption between the lines 12 and 18, so distinctly 
recognisable for calcium nitrate both in alcoholic and aqueous solu- 
tions, is absent with the ethers, which are more transparent for the 
rays 12 — 14, less transparent for the lays 17 — 20, and again more 
transparent for the rays 22 — 24, 


Thickness of liquid required to produce extinction 
with alcoholic solution of nitrate of 


Bays of 

Wave- 

Calcium. 

Ethyl. 

IsobutyL 

Amyl. 

nfu^-rninm. 

lengths. 

mm, 

mm. 

mm, 

mm. 

12 

325*8 

60-3 

f ray passes through a thickness of 
L 0*1 m. 

13 


15-1 

57-95 

59-7 

37-6 

14 


7-9 

17-1 

17-85 

15-0 

17 

274-7 

20-35 

7-1 

7-82 

5-72 

18 

257-2 

40-05 

4-9 

3-97 

3-7 

20 


7-82 

3-52 

2-6 

1-9 

22 

232-2 

0-52 

0-57 

0-45 

0-32 

24 

226-6 

0-05 

0-15 

0-15 

0-15 


The vapours of the ethereal nitrates show absorbing powers even at 
the ordinary temperature. 

Solutions of nitrites of amyl and ethyl act very energetically on the 
ultra-violet rays : the alcoholic solution of amyl nitrate gives rise to an 
absorption spectrum, there being six bands at nearly equal distances 
between the solar rays H and R, varying in distinctness. The first 
and sixth between H — L and Q — R are the most indistinct. The 
second and fifth at M and P — Q aro more distinct, and the third and 
fonrth at N and 0 are most distinct. Ethyl nitrite gives a similar 
spectrum. 

The vapours of amyl nitrite at tho ordinary temperature present 
the same spectrum as the alcoholic solution, but sharper. 

L. T. O’S. 

Electric Discharge of the Chloride of Silver Battery. By W. 
Di la Rub and H. Muller (Oompt. rend., 89, 637 — 641).— By a series 
of experiments on tho discharge in air 1 , hydrogen, and carbonic anhy* 
dride, details of which are given, the authors have established that 
there is a minimum pressure for each gas corresponding with a mini- 
mum resistance to the passage of the discharge, but if the pressure be 
diminished beyond this minimum, the resistance increases with ex- 
treme rapidity. Although there appoars to be no condensation or 
expansion of the gaseous medium in the neighbourhood of the elec- 
trodes, the discharge is accompanied by a sudden expansion of the gas, 
which, however, does not seem to be due merely to heating, as it lasts 
the whole time of the discharge, and ceases instantaneously with it. 
The relation which exists between the pressure and the difference of 
potential necessary to produce discharge between two plane surfaces at 
a constant distance, may be represented by a hyperbolic curve, taking 

2 2 
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the pressures as abscisses and the numbors of elements as ordinates. 
It is the same for the difference of potential and the distance of dis- 
ruptive discharge when the pressure is constant. The resistance to 
the discharge between two plates varies as the number of interposed 
molecules. The law is the same for points. Tho authors have pre- 
viously shown, that for a constant pressure equal to that of tho atmo- 
sphere, the potential varies as the square root of the distance. With a 
constant pile of 11,000 elements, the distance at which disruptivo dis- 
charge takes place, varies inversely as the pressure, from 1 — 15 mm. 
The electric arc and the stratified discharge in a vacuum appear to bo 
modifications of the same phenomenon. 0. E. G. 

Phosphorescence produced by Electrical Discharges. By 

E. Wiedemann {Ann. Phys. Ohem. [2], 9, 157 — 100). — Most of the 
platinocyanides exhibit fluorescence under tho influence of electrical 
discharges, but the fluorescence is dichroio only as the rosull of a 
partial decomposition. Dichroism is induced in barium platinocyanide 
without any electrical action, by placing the salt in a vacuum for a 
time. The author attributes this effect to the loss of water, by which 
loss the optical differences of the several directions in the crystals 
are more strongly brought out. That dichroism is so much more 
quickly developed in the salt when it is subjected to electrical dis- 
charges, he explains by the warming of the crystals by tho discharge. 
The superficial parts of the crystals thus losing their water become 
dicliroic, whilst the deeper-lying parts fluoresce under the influence 
of the electric discharge. 

These experiments were suggested by a research of Crookes’s, from 
whose view of the cause of the phenomena, however, tho author 
dissents. Instead of a stream of projected moleculos, wo have liore, 
the author contends, to do with electrical disturbances or waves, com- 
municating their motion to the ether of tho solids in which vibrations 
are thus set up, that appear partly as heat, partly as light. A striking 
proof of the incorrectness of Crookes’s theory is an experiment in 
which the positive current of a Holtz machine is passed through a 
discharge-tube, made with thick glass, in such a mannor that it may 
he diverted within the tube by the finger. A focblo phosphorescence 
then appears in the inside of the tube, but on the outside a very bright 
green light is seen. Closely connected with this phenomenon* is that 
which appears when a spherical positive electrode is used within a 
glass globe, and a collecting point touches the external surface of tho 
globe. On the opposite part of the globe is seen a well-defined shadow 
of the electrode, surrounded by a circle of beautiful green rays. Tho 
starting point for a theory of these phenomena is supplied in Maxwell’s 
equations (Wiad. Oalv p. 1226). An eloctrical discharge effected by 
the motion of material particles is out of the question, as tho velocity 
of electricity in gases is immensely greater than that of any molecular 
motion whatever. The reflection of the negative discharge from sur- 
faces on which it impinges, is likewise in accordance with Maxwell’s 
theory, if we attribute to the waves of electric polarisation sufficient 
energy $ and that they do in fact possoss this may bo inforrod from 
their melting the glass upon which they strike. E. B. 
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Action of Ozone on some Noble Metals. By A. Volta 
(Gazzetta, 9,521 — 532). — In 1844 Schonbein, whilst studying the action 
of ozone on some of the noblo metals (gold, silver and platinum) 
found that they became polarised negatively, and in a greater degree 
as the metal was less oxidisable; this polarisation, moreover, was not due 
to any peculiar electrical state of the metal, but to the presence of ozone. 

The author’s method is to take two plates of the metal having the 
same area, and after exposing one of them to the action of ozone for a 
certain time, to connect the two with interposed galvanometer, and to 
plunge the two plates into a vessel containing distilled water. 

When silver is submitted to the action of moist ozone, the surface 
becomes coated with black silver peroxide, as Andrews and Tait have 
observed ; but when the ozone is dry, no sensible decomposition of the 
ozone can over be detected, although the chemists above mentioned 
state that the silver is not oxidised, but that the ozone is completely 
decomposed by the metal. The polarising action of the ozonised silver 
is found to be invariably negative, whether dry or moist ozone had 
been used, and there is a deviation of the galvanometer, persisting for 
some time after the immersion of the plates. 

Gold is quite unaltered by ozone, whether moist or dry, and the gas 
is also unaffected by the metal. The polarisation is always negative, 
but there is no permanent deflection of the galvanometer, as with 
ozonised silver. 

With platinum both the ozone and the metal are unaltered. The 
polarisation is negative, and there is a permanent deflection, but this 
is much more feeble than with silver. 

With palladium which is quite free from hydrogen, neither the gas 
nor the metal is attacked, if the former is dry, but in moist ozone the 
surface of the palladium becomes covered with an iridescent film, 
resembling that formed o*n steel when it is heated ; like the other noble 
metals, palladium is negatively polarised, and it gives a large perma- 
nent deflection. 

Hydrogenised palladium, even after the action of ozone, is found to 
be polarised positively, and to give a large permanent deflection, which 
is very persistent, lasting for days. Hydrogenised platinum behaves 
in a similar manner, but tho deviation is not so persistent. 

Dry ozone attacks mercury roa&ly. When a tube containing the 
metal is plunged into the ozonised oxygen, the meniscus instantly dis- 
appears, and tho surface becomes quite plane ; after a few minutes’ 
contact with the ozone, however, the edges become depressed, and the 
meniscus again reappears with a clean surface, the convexity gradually 
increasing until it far exceeds tho normal curvature ; this lasts for a 
couple of hours, and then the meniscus returns to its ordinary state. 
This phenomenon the author believes to be electrical, the period of 
maximum convexity corresponding with the maximum polarity of the 
metal ; this, as in the case of the other metals, is negative, but there is 
no permanent deflection. Analogous results were obtained with moist 
ozone, but they were much less strongly marked. C. E. GL 

An Electro-Capillary Thermometer. By E. Dbbrun (OompL 
rend.) 80, 755). — The principle on which this instrument is based 
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is that of Lippmann’s electrometer, in which any mechanical move- 
ment which alters the form of the mercury meniscus cause an electric 
current. 

A fine capillary thermometer tube is filled with acidulated water, 
and mercury introduced so as to form a chain of beads, the first and last 
of which are in connection with platinum wires. When the water 
expands or contracts it pushes the globules, and in consequence of 
their contact with the sides of the tube, distorts them, when a current 
is generated in the direction of the expansion or contraction of the 
water. This current may be measured on a Lippmann’s electrometer, 
and thus the variation of temperature registered. The advantages of 
this instrument are (1) the thermometer can be placed in one spot, 
and observation taken in another ; (2) it works without a battery, and 
is very sensitive. L. T. O’S. 

MendelejefiFs Periodic Law and the Magnetic Properties of 
the Elements. By T. Carnellby (Ber., 12, 1958 — 1961 ). — Those 
elements which belong to the even series of Mendelejejf s classification of 
the elements (Ann. Ohem . Pharm. Suppl., 8, 133 ; Watts’s Dictionary of 
Ohmistry, Sec . Sn pp.') are always paramagnetic , whereas those which 
belong to odd series are always diamagnetic . This rule holds good with 
all the 38 elements to which it can at present be applied. In the case 
of the odd members of the same group, the diamagnetism increases 
with the atomic weight. T. 0. 


Thermal Absorption and Emission of Flames, and the Tem- 
perature of the Electric Arc. By F. Rossetti ( Gompt . rend., 89, 
781 — 783). — Flame is very diathermous, and consequently its absorbing 
power for heat-rays is small. If the radiation from a fame (lumi- 
nous or non-luminous) traverses another of the same nature, having 
a thickness of 0*01 m., the coefficients of absorption and transparence 
are respectively 0*135 and 0*865. 

The transparence and absorptive power decrease and increase respec- 
tively, in proportion to the thickness of the flame. An infinitely thick 
flame is athermous, and its absorptive power unity. This limit is 
nearly reached with flames of finite thickness, for a flame 1 m. in thick- 
ness is almost completely athermous to rays from a flame of tho same 
nature. 


The formula y s= a 


l-l« 


-j — y represents the intensity of radiation of 

a flame having a given thickness e, expressed in contimoiors. Tho 
coefficient of transparence 1c = 0*865 ; a = a constant, tho value ot 
which depends on the nature of the flame. 

The intensity of radiation of a luminous white flame of infinite 
thickness, compared with the intensity of radiation of lampblack at tho 
same temperature, is equal to unity. This is the absolute power of 
emission. 

The absolute power of emission of the non-luminous palo-bluo flame 
of the Bunsen burner is equal to 0*3129. 

The relative power of emission of a flame is determined by multiply- 
ing the ratio between its intensity of radiation and the maxiimm, mtm - 
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aity (the intensity of radiation if the same flame were of an infinite 
thickness), by the absolute power of emission of the class of flame to 
which the one in question belongs. 

The electric light emits two classes of rays, one from the incandes- 
cent carbon, which are white, the other from the voltaic arc, which 
are bluish-purple ; these together give a bluish- white light. 

The temperatures of the two carbon poles differ, and they may be 
calculated from the formula y = mT 2 (T— 0) — n(T— 0), on the sup- 
position that the emission power of the carbon is a maximum. The 
power of emission of the voltaic arc is very small, like that of non- 
luminous flames. Its temperature may be calculated from the above 
formulfle, but it is necessary to introduce the value of the emission 
power of the arc proportional to its thickness. 

Experiments show that the maximum temperature of the incan- 
descent portion of the positive pole is about 3,900° 0., and that of the 
negative, 3,150° 0. The temperature of the voltaic arc between the 
poles is always the same, about 4,800° C., whatever the volume of the 
arc or the intensity of the current. L. T. O’S. 

Specific Heat of Concentrated Solutions of Hydrochloric 
Acid. By H. Hammbrl ( Compt . rend 89, 877 — 883). — The author 
has determined the specific heat of strong solutions of hydrogen 
chloride between the temperatures — 12° and + 12° with the following 
results : — 


HOI 

pc. 

H 3 0 

for 

men. 

HOI + 
wHjO. 

Sp. heat 
by 

heating. 

Sp. heat 
cooling. 

Value in 
water 
for 1 co. 
of 

solution. 

C. 

Molecu- 
lar heats. 

O'. 

Molecu- 
lar heat 
of water 
(»H 3 0), 


32*37 

4-23 

112*7 

0-6270 


0-727 

70-70 

76-20 

5*60 

28*18 

5-20 

130-2 

0-6602 

— 

0-752 ! 

85 -95 

93-70 

7-75 

25*37 

5-96 

liS *8 

0-6797 

— 

0-765 

97-75 

107-83 

9-60 

23-82 

PET 

153 3 

0-6868 

0-6895 

0-769 

105 -45 

■*1^5 1 

11-35 

18-30 

9-05 

199 *4 

0-7436 

0-7502 

0-814 

148-95 

162-95 

14-00 

12-50 

14 T9 

291*9 

0-8076 

0 -8132 

0-860 

236*60 

265-50 

18*90 

6 ‘53 

29 -02 

558-8 

— 

0-8983 

0-925 

501 -95 

522*35 

20-40 

4*80 

47*67 

894-5 


0-9310 ! 

0-950 


858-10 



The following formula expressos the molecular heats of strong as 
well as of weak solutions of HOI ; — 


O = 18m - 28-39 + 

n 


848-1 . 

n* 


W . B. 


Heat of Formation of Ammonia, By Bertbelot (Oompt rend 
89, 877 — 883).-— *The heat evolved during the formation of ammonia, 
water, carbonic anhydride, and hydrochloric acid are among the most 
important data of* thermo-chemistry. The last three have been fre- 
qnently measured, but the heat equivalent of the formation of am- 
monia has been measured only twice, and the determinations are, 
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therefore o doubtful value. Favre and Silbennann, and Thomsen 
have determined it bv means of the reaction between chlorine and 
ammonia, supposing the reaction to be complete. The difference 
between the determinations of these independent observers is about 
20 per cent. In determining the heat evolved by the action of hypo- 
bromites on urea, numbers were obtained which did not coincide with 
those of the former experimenters on ammonia, for by this indirect 
method 22*8 kil.-degrees of heat were evolved for 14 grams of nitrogon, 
instead of 31*5 found by Favre and Silbermann, or 35*15 by Thomsen, 
These results are so abnormal that the author investigated the action 
of chlorine on ammonia, by aid of which the other experimonters had 
determined the heat equivalent of ammonia. He found that when chlo- 
rine is passed through a dilute solution of ammonia, considerably loss 
than half the nitrogen equivalent to the chlorine is liberated, whilst 
ammonium hypochlorite, and possibly bases intermediate betwoon am- 
monia and nitrogen chloride, are formed. Satisfactory results were, 
however, obtained by burning ammonia in oxygen, the sole products 
being nitrogen and water. The average of five determinations, closely 
concordant with one another, gave, for 17 grams of ammonia, an evo- 
lution of 91*3 kil.-degrees. How (H a + 0 = H 2 0 liquid) evolves 69*0, 
or 34*5 for each atom of hydrogen, hence N + H, = 3STH 3 (gas) 
evolves (34*5 x 3) — 91*8 = 12*2, and as solution of HH 3 in water 
evolves 8*82 kil.-degrees, the total heat of formation of N + H 3 + 
solution in water is 21*0 kil.-degrees. W. R. 

Relation between the Heat Developed on Solution and 
that Developed on Dilution, with Complex Solvents (Oompt 
rend., 89, 967); Thermo- Chemistry of Cuprous Chloride (ibid, 
89, 967 — 971). By Be&thelot. — L et D = heat evolved by dissolv- 
ing a salt in any solvent not water; and A = heat evolved on dilution 
with water ; and similarly let A' be heat evolved by addition of water 
to the solvent, and D' the heat evolved on dissolving tho substance in 
the dilute solvent ; then D' — D = A' — A. For oxample, cuprous 
chloride dissolved in hydrochloric acid gives off a certain amount of* 
heat, and on dilution, a further amount; or if the hydrochloric acid 
be diluted, it evolves a certain amount, and subsequent solution of 
cuprous chloride in it evolves a farther amount : tho difference between 
that evolved by dissolving the salt in strong acid and that evolved on 
dissolving in weak acid is equal to the difference between tho dilution 
of the concentrated solution and that evolved by diluting the acid. In 
the second paper Berthelot gives details of this experiment. On dis- 
solving C113CI3 in hydrochloric acid the absorption of hoat increases as 
the dilution of the acid increases until it reaches its maximum, when 
the solution is no longer stable, but begins to give a precipitate. This 
phenomenon is the resultant of various distinct actions. 1st. 0n 3 0la 
forms a definite compound with a portion of the solvent, developing a 
constant amount of heat which is termed + A. 2nd. This compound 
dissolves, absorbing heat approximately constant if a largo excess oi 
solvent be used, termed — B. 3rd. If the relation between water and 
acid in the new compound differs from that of the original solvent, 
the definite hydrates contained in the latter undergo partial deootuposi- 
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tion and absorb a variable quantity of beat = 0. 4th. Those portions 
of the hydrate, decomposed by the formation of the new compound, 
cause liberation of water, which unites with the unsaturated hydrates 
of hydrochloric acid and developes heat +K ; this is equal to 0* when 
the liquid is so dilate that saturated hydrates may be formed, and in such 
a case the formation of a new cuprous compound is possible only when 
its heat of formation is greater than that of the hydrates which it de- 
composes. This explains the decrease of solubility of cuprous chlo- 
rides with dilution of the solutions. Thus the resultant, D = A — B 
— 0 + K = (A -j- K) — (B + C), is the algebraic sum of two posi- 
tive quantities, one constant, A, and one decreasing with dilution, K ; 
and two negative quantities, — B, almost constant if the amount of 
cuprous chloride is small compared to the solvent, and — 0, which 
increases with dilution up to a certain limit. D therefore increases 
with dilution up to a point where the tendency of cuprous chloride to 
form a definite compound with the hydracid is balanced by the insolu- 
bility of the chloride. The experimental data for determining the 
heat of formation of Cu 2 01 2 is given in the following two tables, which 
themselves explain the method of determining it : — 


i(BaO + O «Ba0 2 ) evolves .. 6*0 _ + dilute HOI 27*8 

H + Cl + water HC1, dilute 39 *3 } (H 2 + O — 1I 2 0) 34 *5 

Reaction on iCu^Olj 44 0 iCu 2 Cl 2 + Cl + water = CuOh, 

dissolved x 

89 ‘3 | x -f 62 8 

Henco x = 27*0. To chock these results the following measurement 
was mado : — 

*(H 2 0 + 0«H 9 Oj), dilute.. -10*7 i(H 3 + 0~H 2 0) 34*5 

II + Cl + water =1101, dilute 39 *3 fcCugOlj + Cl + water «= GuOL, 

Beaotion on i0u 2 01 2 ...... 83-0 dissolved x 

61*6 ff + 34 5 

Hence x as 27*1, corresponding with the former result. Prom former 
experiments it has been found that ^(Cu -f Cl* = CuCl 2 ) evolves 
C2*6 c«, hence J(Cu 2 + 01* = Cu 8 Cl 3 ) anhydrous evolves 35*6. 


W. B. 

The Temperature of Decomposition, of Vapours. By H. St. 
OuiBn Dbvillb ( Oompt . 89, 803—806). — This j>aper has special 

roferonco to the long-disputed question of the dissociation of chloral 
hydrate when heated. The author remarks that change of tempera- 
ture cannot be taken as proof of combination or decomposition, and 
the observation made by Wurtz that no change of temperature accom- 
panies the mixing of chloral vapour with vapour of water, does not 
prove that combination has not taken place, nor wonld a rise of tem- 
peratnre have been conclusive that combination had occurred. If two 
vapours, e g., vapours of carbon bisulphide and of ether be mixed, 
contraction takes place and liquid may even be seen to condense. This 
of course is accompanied by change of temperature, yet no combina- 
tion is supposed to take place. 

Granting even that water- vapour and chloral vapour do not com- 
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bine, Wurtz’s assertion that such compounds, including ammonium 
chloride, cannot) exist in the gaseous state without decomposition is 
evidently incorrect ; for nitrogen chloride, which absorbs 38,4?8 gram- 
degrees per equivalent during its formation should be incapable of exist- 
ing in the state of vapour, yet it can be boiled ; and had Troost and the 
author had any method of sealing the vessel in which it was contained, 
its" vapour-density could have been determined, and, on the other hand, 
water, which evolves 33,500 gram-degrees, shows decomposition about 
1,000°, and can be resolved into its constituents by diffusion. It is thus 
evident that the heat evolved by a compound during formation has no 
connection with the temperature of its decomposition, and that the 
old confusion between heat and temperature is the ground of Wurtz’s 
objections. W. R. 

Solubility of Solids in Gases. By J. B. Han nay and J. Hogarth 
( Ohem . News, 40 , 256). — This investigation was undertaken in the 
hope that, by an examination of the conditions of liquid matter up to 
the “ critical ” point, sufficient knowledge might be gainod to enable 
the authors to determine under what particular conditions liquids are 
dynamically comparable, in order that the microrheometrical method 
might be applied, to determine their molecular mass and energy rela- 
tions. The question as to the state of matter immediately beyond 
the critical .point being considered by Andrews to be at that time 
incapable of receiving an answer, the authors imagined that some 
insight might be gained into its condition by dissolving in tho liquid 
some solid substance, whose fusing point was much above the critical 
point of the liquid, and noticing, whether, on the lattor passing its 
critical point, and assuming the gaseous condition, tho solid was pre- 
cipitated or remained in solution. It was found that the solid was not 
deposited, but remained in solution or rather in diffusion, in tho at- 
mosphere of vapour. Experiments were made with strong gasoous 
solutions of solids, using as solvents alcohol, ether, carbon bisulphide 
and tetrachloride, paraffin and olefines, and as solids, sulphur, chloridos, 
bromides and iodides of the metals, and organic substances such as 
chlorophyll and the aniline dyes. It was found that, when tho side of a 
tube containing a strong gaseous solution of a solid is approached by 
a red-hot iron, the part next the source of heat becomes coatod with a 
crystalline deposit, which slowly redissolves on allowing tho local dis- 
turbance of temperature to disappear. Tho authors also examined tho 
spectroscopic appoarances of solutions of solids when their liquid 
menstrua were passing to the gaseous state ; but* as all the substances 
they have yet been able to obtain in the two states give bandod spectra 
with nebulous edges, the authors are only able to state that tho sub- 
stance does not show any appreciable change at the critical point of 
its solvent. It was considered to be most interesting to experiment 
on a body such as sodium, which besides being an element, yiolds in 
the gaseous state sharp absorption lines. It was found that on work- 
ing with the bine solution of sodium in liquefied ammonia, and raising 
the ammonia above its critical point, the sodium combined with some 
constituent of the gas, forming a white solid, and yielding a perma- 
nent gas, probably hydrogen. 
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When the solid is precipitated by suddenly reducing the pressure 
it is crystalline, and may be brought down as a “ snow ” in the gas, or 
on the glass as a “ frost,” but it is always easily redissolved by the gas 
on increasing the pressure. 

The above, therefore, is the phenomenon of a solid with no measur- 
able gaseous pressure dissolving in a gas, and not being affected by 
the passage of its menstruum through the critical point to the liquid 
state, showing it to be a true case of gaseous solution of a solid. 

JD. B. 

Tension of the Vapours of Saline Solutions. By E. Pattohost 
( Compt . rend., 89, 752 — 754). — In examining certain thermodynamic 
formulae, particularly those of Kirch hoff, the author has found it 
necessary to determine the vapour-tension of different saline solutions 
between the temperatures of 0 and 50°, The method employed was 
that of Begnault, with slight modifications. An ordinary barometer 
is placed between two others, one containing the solution, the other 
water. Up to 30 — 35° the parabolic relations represent the results 
very exactly, but above that temperature irregularities occur, which 
increase rapidly with the temperature, the diminution in the elastic 
force being always less than that given by the empirical formula. Kirch- 
hofC’s formula for low temperatures is of the form d = a <j> + b $> a , in 
which d = the diminution of tension referred to the nnit weight of salt 
dissolved in 100 parts of water, cj> = maximum tension of aqueous 
vapour at the same temperature, a and b certain coefficients determined 
by experiments, which are givon for certain salts. These coefficients 
are found in some cases to increase, and others to decrease with the 
weight of salt. To find the formula for any solution containing a 
given weight of salt tt, let a and be the constants to be determined, 
and let a and b , a' and b\ be the coefficients of two solutions containing 
weights P and P' of the same salt given in the table, of which P < w 
and P' > 7T, then if P' = w + p we have — 

a s= a + (a! — and 

s = &+(*>' - &)pr^p- 

All things being equal, the diminution of tension is not strictly pro- 
portional to the quantity of salt dissolved. L. T. O'S. 

Passive State of Iron. By L. Vuassn (Oom<pt rend., 89, 783— 
78C). — Prom a series of experiments, the author concludes that the 
passive state of iron is due to the formation of a gaseous envelope, 
which surrounds the surface of the metal when plunged into strong 
nitric acid. He shows that the action of dilute nitric add on iron in 
the passive state may be established not only by rubbing the surf ace of 
the metal, but also by setting up a series of vibrations or by causing a 
current of gas to come in contact with the metal. A piece of iron 
rendered passive, after being placed in a vacuum, is readily attacked 
by dilute nitric acid. The gas which envelopes the metal is nitric 
oxide. L. T. 0*S. 
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Relation of the Volumes of Solutions of Hydrated Salts to 
their Water of Composition. By R. J. South worth (Am. J. Sci . 
[3], 17, 399 — 4*01). — The author has tested by experiment the follow- 
ing theorem : — If a hydrated salt be dissolved in a given volume of 
water, the volume of the solution will excoed the original volume of 
the water by a bulk equal to the bulk of saline water contained in the 
salt dissolved. The expression saline water is used to moan all the 
water contained in the salt, both water of crystallisation and water of 
constitution. The resalts of the experiments are exhibited in the fol- 
lowing table. The first column of numbers gives the weight of each 
salt tried which contains 1 c.c. of saline water, calculated from the 
formula. The second column gives the weight of each salt, which 
was found necessary to increase the volume of the solution by 1 c.c. 
The calculated numbers agree closely with the experimental ones in 
all instances except barium chloride and sodium hydrogen sulphate, 
thus proving the general truth of the proposition. 


Salt used. 

Calculation. 

Experiment. 

1 ra 3 COj. 10 H.jO 

Na^SOj-lOHO* 

T588 grams 

1*59 grams 

1-788 „ 

1-63 

99 

Na 3 SO 4 .HjSO 4 . 3 HjO 

4-083 

3-25 

99 


2-122 

2-12 

99 

NajHP 6 j.l 2 HjO 

1-591 

1-59 

99 

BaCl s .2H*0 

6-777 

3-89 

99 

SrCIs. 6 HaO 

2-468 

2-47 

99 

MgS0j.7H30 

1-954 

1-95 

99 

ZnSOj.7H a O 

2-277 

2-28 

99 

N 1 SO 4 . 7 H 3 O 

2-228 

223 

jy 

PeSOj^HsO 

2 206 

2-20 

99 

CaSOj.SHoO 

2-771 

2-77 

99 

Alj(SOj)a.l 8 H a O 

2-058 

2-06 

99 

Al s (SOj) s .KjSOj.24HjO .... 

2196 

2-20 

9f 

Alj(SOj),.(NHj)jSOj 24HjO . 

2-099 

2-10 

99 

Cr a (SOj) 8 .KjSOj.24HjO .... 

2-31 

2-31 
a. M. 

99 

H. M. 


Six Lecture Experiments. By 0. v. Than (Bor., 12, 1411— 
1416). — (1.) The conductivity of hydrogen for heat may bo shown by 
rendering incandescent, by a curront of suitable strongtli, a fiuo plati- 
num wire which joins the upper and out-bont extremities of two stout 
copper wires fixed parallel and vertically in a cork by moans of glass 
tubes. The glow of the wire disappears on inverting over it a cylinder 
of hydrogen, while the gas burns at the mouth. 

(2.) By interposing short bars of different metals in the circuit, tho 
difference in their conducting powers will be shown by the more or 
less lively glow of the platinum wire. 

(3.) A jet of oxygen may be burnt in a two-necked glass balloon 
containing sulphur, which is vaporised by the heat of a Bunsen. The 
gas is best kindled by means of a morsel of charcoal fastened to the end 
of the jet. This is ignited before introducing the jet into tho balloon. 

(4.) The indestructibility of matter may be demonstrated by pro- 
paring two sealed glass tubes of equal weight, one of them con raining 
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oxygon and a little powdered charcoal. The charcoal may be caused 
to bum away completely by heating it by means of a small flame ; on 
placing the two tubes on a balance it will be seen that there has been 
no variation in weight. 

(5.) The usual experiments for illustrating the laws of diffusion of 
gases through porous plates, are apt to convey to the minds of begin- 
ners false ideas as to the rate at which one gas propagates itself 
through another by diffusion alone. That this is extremely slow, 
owing to the numerous collisions between the molecules, may be 
proved by suspending a slip of paper, moistened with lead solution, 
from the bottom of a tall inverted cylinder into which the stopper is 
inserted. In the hollow of the latter a little hydrogen sulphide solu- 
tion is placed. Blackening of the lead-paper does not occur for ten to 
fifteen minutes. Chlorine water and potassium iodide paper may also 
be used. 

(6.) The diffusion of gases through colloid membranes may be 
demonstrated by fastening a piece of thin india-rubber (from a toy 
balloon) over the mouth of a funnel, which is then placed in an 
inverted bell-jar. The stem of the funnel is connected (best by a 
side tube) with a U-tube containing a little mercury. If the bell-jar 
be filled with carbonic anhydride, there will be increased tension 
within the funnel, and therefore a rise in the mercury. If one ter- 
minal of a voltaic circuit including an electric-bell be plunged into 
the mercury, matters may be so arranged that the mercury in rising 
shall come in contact with the other, a fact announced by the ringing 
of the bell. 

The paper is illustrated by diagrams. Ch. B. 


Inorganic Chemistry. 

Non-production of Ozone in the Crystallisation of Iodic 
Acid. By A. R. Leeds (Chem. News, 40, 257). — It has been stated 
by Croft that air over crystallising iodic acid becomes ozonised. The 
author has repeated Croft's experiments, and explains this reaction 
quite differently. When the difficulty of getting rid of every trace of 
extraneous matter by chemical operations — however carefully con- 
ducted — is borne in mind, it appears to the author that the simplest 
explanation of the apparent ozonic reaction is that the phenomenon is 
not due to ozone produced in the act of crystallising — which, as Croft 
remarks, is anomalous — but to a trace of chlorine or nitrous acid, or 
possibly some lower oxide of iodine formed in the process of manufac- 
ture, and eliminated by successive crystallisations of the acid. After 
washing, the air did not manifest the ozone reaction, a fact which 
strongly corroborates this view. D. B. 

Solubility of Ozone in Water. By A. R. Leeds (JBer., 12, 1831 — 
1834). — The author concludes that ozone is soluble in water, for when 
strips of paper are moistened with lead acetate, the latter converted 
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into sulphide, and the strips fastened under a layer of water 1 cm. 
deep, and then exposed for several hours to a current of air contain- 
ing ozone, oxidation takes place, lead peroxide and sulphuric aoid 
being formed. Bright silver foil similarly troated also shows evidence 
of the action of ozone. P. B. B. 

Behaviour of Chlorine at High Temperatures. Bv V. Meter 
and C. Meyer ( [Ber ., 12, 1426 — 1431), — In order to meet the objection 
that might be advanced against their method of determining vapour- 
densities at very high temperatures, viz., that the molecules o£ the 
nitrogen gas in which the substance is volatilised might themselves 
undergo dissociation, the authors have made several determinations of 
the density of mercury vapour at 440 and 1,567°, According to 
current theories the molecules of that metal consist of single atoms. 
Agreement between the determinations of its density at the above 
two temperatures would therefore show that nitrogen gas is not itsolf 
dissociated at the higher one. Experiment gave, for mercury at 440° 
density =6*86, at 1,567° density = 6*81. Theoretical for Hg = G*D1. 

The following determinations of the sp. gr. of oxygen were made : — 
Oxygen was weighed and introduced into the apparatus in tho form of 
silver oxide, previous experiments having shown that silver gives off 
no appreciable vapour at the highest temperature reached. At 1,392° 
= 1*06 and 1*04; at 1,567° = 1*04 and 1*10. Theoretical for 
O a = 1*05. 

In determining the density of chlorine most remarkable results 
were arrived at. Chlorine was weighed and introduced in the form of 
platinous chloride, a salt easily prepared, and having the great advan- 
tage over other easily decomposible chlorides of not being deliquescent. 
It was found that up to about 620° the density of chlorine is constant, 
corresponding with the molecular formula Ola. A little above this 
temperature dissociation commences, and at 800 and 1,000° inter- 
mediate numbers are obtained. Above 1,200° the density again 
becomes constant, the molecular weight being exactly § Cl 2 . The 
following are tho actual numbers observed : — 

At 620° == 2*42 and 2*4G At 1,242° s= 1*65 and 1*06 

„ 808 = 2*21 „ 2*19 „ 1,392 « 1*66 „ 1*67 

„ 1,028 = 1*85 „ 1*89 „ 1,567 = 1*6 „ 1*63 

Theoretical for Cl 2 = 2*45 ; for § Cl 2 = 1*63. 

The molecular weight of chlorine, which at low temperatures = 71, 
becomes therefore at high temperatures = 47*3. 

That the walls of the porcelain vessel were not attacked during tho 
experiment was proved by exposing a piece of porcelain at about 15(57° 
to a current of dry. chlorine for an hour and a half, after which not 
the least change in its weight could be detected. 

The authors postpone discussion of their results until experiments 
with iodine and bromine have been completed. Already they have 
ascertained that iodine at high temperatures behaves like chlorine ; a 
fact of great importance, since it renders necessary a revision of tlio 
determinations of Deville and Troost, in which the constancy of tho 
density of iodine vapour is assumed. In order to test the truth of tho 
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old Murium theory, in which chlorine is regarded as an oxide, they 
purpose causing dissociated chlorine to diffuse through a porous 
diaphragm. Oh. B. 

Solidifying Point of Bromine. By J. Philipp (Per., 12, 1424).— 
Pure bromine solidifies at —7*2 to —7*3°. This determination agrees 
well with that of Begnault ( —7*32°) and that of Pierre 
( —7*5 to —7*8°), but differs much from those of other chemists. 
The melting point is slightly raised by addition of iodine, but con- 
siderably lowered by the presence of chlorine. Solid bromine is brown 
in colour, and has a conchoidal fracture. Exposure to air (moisture ?) 
gives it a grey colour and crystalline appearance. Oh. B. 


Non-existence of Pentathionic Acid. By W. Spring (Annalen, 
199, 97 — 115). — After referring to the researches of Wackenroder 
(Arm. Ohim. Phys. [3], 20, 144, and Annalen , 60, 189), Fordos and 
GAIis (Ann. Ohim. Phys . [3], 22, 66 , and Annalen , 64, 249), Kessler 
( Armalen , 68, 233), and Risler-Beunat (Pogg. Arm., 116, 470) on 
pentathionic acid, the author describes his attempts to prepare this 
acid. 

When sulphuretted hydrogen and sulphurous anhydride are simul- 
taneously passed into water, finely divided sulphur separates out 
(which may be removed by the addition of freshly precipitated metallic 
copper), and an acid remains in solution which Wackenroder believed 
to be pentathionic acid. The acid liquid is concentrated to 1*30 sp. gr. 
and extracted with ether. On the addition of a dilute aqueous solution 
of potassium carbonate to the ethereal solution mixed with alcohol a 
white precipitate of potassium tetrathionate is obtained. If the aqueous 
solution of the acid is neutralised with potash or baryta, the salt which 
is produced invariably contains free sulphur. This explains the fact 
that W r ackenroder found the relation between the atoms of sulphur 
and potassium to be greater than 4 to 2. 

Kessler distinguished p&nta- from fefcra-thionic acid by the ammonium 
salt of the former producing with sulphuretted hydrogen a precipitate 
of sulphur, and with silver nitrate a precipitate of silver sulphide. 
These reactions are, however, also exhibited by ammonium tetra- 
thionate, but not by barium totrathionate. The precipitate which is 
deposited by a solution of barium tetrathionate does not consist of 
pure sulphur, as was formerly supposed, but contains almost half its 
weight of barium sulphate and sulphite. 

The reaction which really takes place when sulphuretted hydrogen 
and sulphurous anhydride act on each other in presence of water, is 
the formation of ihiosulphuric acid and the oxidation of this acid to 
tetrathionio by the excess of sulphurous anhydride 


(1) SO* + B a O + S a HS.S0 2 .0H. 

(2) SOj + hIs&OH = HaS0 * + 


SSO..OH 

SSOj.OH* 


The presence of hyposnlphurous acid, HaSO*, can he detected by its 
property of bleaching indigo both in acid and in alkaline solutions. 
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Eordos and G-61is 5 s metliod of acting on sulphurous acid with sulphur 
dichloride, and neutralising the product with freshly precipitatod 
barium carbonate also yields barium tetrathionate and not the penta- 
thionate. W. 0. W. 

Action of Lime on Silica in Mortar. By W. B. Robmot 
(Ohem. News , 40 , 250). — Having found in the recent analysis of some 
specimens of old mortar from the walls of a building erected about 
200 years ago, considerable traces of hydrated silica, it occurred to 
the author that possibly the hardoning or setting of mortar might bo 
dne to some chemical action occurring between the lime and the 
silica when these ingredients were mixed, whereby some proportion of 
the silica was caused to assume the gelatinous form ; that this being 
then incorporated by the usual mixing process, subsequently solidified, 
binding the whole bulk with a hard network of silica. Experiments 
were made to test this point, and the author’s general conclusions may 
be summarised as follows : — 

(1.) Practically no gelatinisation of silica occurs in the manufacture 
of mortar. 

(2.) Under the ordinary conditions of access of air the limo in 
mortars becomes gradually dehydrated, absorbs carbonic acid, and 
forms neutral carbonate. 

(3.) The absorption of carbonic acid is very slow. 

(4.) A slight action takes place between the limo and the silica, 
although very small. 

(5.) Although even the small proportion of dry silicates slightly 
increases the hardness of a mortar, the ordinarily sufficient hardness 
of mortar is obtained by simple dehydration and carbonation. 

These conclusions appear to be confirmed by the fact that lime 
already containing a small proportion of carbonate is preferred to pure 
lime for making mortar. D. B. 

Arsenates of Zinc and Cadmium. By H. Salkowski (Bar., 12 , 
1446 — 1449). — Arsenates of the form SR/'O, 2As20 8 +ttH 2 0, wore long 
since prepared by *fche author ( J. pr. Ohem., 104 , 109). — The only 
similar compound occurring in nature is perhaps p ierophama eolitv, 
5(Ca.Mg)0.2As20 6 + 12H 2 0,corrcRpondingwith tbonatural phosphates, 
hureaulite and heterosite, 5(Mn.Fo)0, 2P 2 0 8 +5H a 0, and the artificial 
phosphates, 5Mn0.2P 2 0 8 4*5H 2 0 (Erlenmeyer and Heinrich, Anmlm, 
190 , 195) and 5Zn0.2P 8 0 8 + 5H*0 (Domol, Ber., 12 , 1174). Quito 
recently Demol (Per., 12 , 1279) has described tho arsenatos, 
5Zn0.2Asa0 8 + 5H*0, and 5Cd0.2As a 0 8 + 5H a O, already prepared by 
the author, although in a different way (Joe. cit.). In addition to those 
Demel has described the salt AsO^.HZn + H 2 0. This salt the author 
had also prepared by a different method, viz., by allowing common 
zinc arsenate to remain for more than a year in contact with a solution 
of arsenic acid. The deposit, after washing with cold water and dry- 
ing at 120°, consisted of the above salt; and by evaporating the 
filtrate, allowing the residue to deliquesce, washing it with cold water 
and alcohol, and boiling it with water, a second arsenate, probably 
Zn(As0 8 ) 2 was obtained as a heavy white powder. 

Setterberg by evaporating solutions of arsenates in arsenic acid and 
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heating the residues, lias obtained arsenates, Ba0.2Asa0 6 4- 4H 2 0 and 
Ag a O. AssO-s + 2H a O, analogous to Maddrell’s metaphosphates. Hurtzig 
and Geuther (Annaler^ 111, 168) obtainod by the same method tbe 
salt AgaO.AsjOs. Both silver salts were decomposed by water. By 
dissolving various compounds; oxides (Mn), chlorides (Ba, Sr, Oa, Cd, 
On), nitrates (Ag), and arsenates (Zn, Gd, On, A g) in arsenic acid, 
evaporating, beating tbe residue for some time at 200°, and wosbing 
with water and alcohol, the author claims to have prepared the fol- 
lowing in addition : — Of the form R/'O-AssOj, salts in which R" = 
Sr, Oa, Zn, Od, or Ag 2 ; also Ba0.2As 2 05 and 20u0.As 2 0$. Only the 
silver salt was washed with dilute nitric acid. All these salts are 
either sparingly soluble, or quite insoluble, in water; No peculiar 
modification of arsenic acid could be detected in them. 

The analyses are mostly very unsatisfactory. Oh. B. 

Arsenates of Zinc and Cadmium. By W. Demel (Bar., 12, 
1949). — A reply to Salkowsky (Bar., 12, 1446) as to priority of 
discovery. 

Ultramarine Compounds. By K Heumann {Annolm, 199, 
253 — 281). — That portion of the paper which refers to the mode of 
preparation and to the properties of silver ultramarine has appeared in 
the Berichte (10, 991, 1345, 1888, and 12, 60) and in this Journal 
(1877, 2, 572, 707; 1878, Abst., 113; 1879, Abst., 437).— By the 
action of the alkaline haloids and of methyl and ethyl iodides on 
silver nltramarine, the silver is replaced more or less completely, When 
silver ultramarine is heated in a enrrent of chlorine gas or iodine 
vapour, a flesh-coloured mass is formed which yields green ultramarine* 
on fusion with potassium iodide. Heated to redness in an atmosphere 
of hydrogen, silver ultramarine blackens and evolves a small quantity of 
sulphuretted hydrogen. The ultramarine is completely decomposed 
by the action of sulphuretted hydrogen. W. C. W. 

Roussin's Salt, By 0. Pawel (Her., 12, 1407— 1411).— The salt 
namod dimfrosutylvide of iron by Roussin has been investigated by 
Porczirisky (Aimalen, 125, 302), Rosenberg, and recently by Derael 
(Ber., 12, 461) , but with widely discrepant results. Roussin’s method of 
preparation gives it in a very impure form ; the following is therefore 
recommended by the author : — A solution of 80 grams of potassium 
nitrite (50 per cent.) in 300 c.c. of boiling water, is mixed with a cold 
solution of 80 grams of sodium sulphide in 300 c.c. of water. 70 
grams of ferrous sulphate dissolved in 300 c.c. of water is gradually 
added to the mixture with constant shaking, the whole heated on a 
water-bath for half an hour at 70 — 80°, and filtered. After forty- 
eight hours the salt is deposited from the filtrate. The neutral potas- 
sium sulphide, or the hydrosulphide of potassium, sodium, calcium or 
barium, may b© used as a substitute for the sodium sulphide. The salt 
may also he prepared by adding a dilute solution of potassium hydro- 
sulphide to a very dilute solution of nitric oxide in ferrous sulphate, 
and slowly warming. The impure black crystals from either opera- 
tion must be reorystallised from warm water, air-dried, and dissolved 

vol. xxxvm. r 
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in ether. The dried and powdered residue from the evaporated 
ethereal filtrate is digested with puro carbon bisulphide, and after 
washing with chloroform recrystal lisod from warm water, to which a 
few drops of potash solution have been added. Tho crystals, which 
are hard, brilliant, monoclinic prisms, are not affected by sunlight, and 
but little by exposure to air. Analysis leads 1o tho formula, 
Fe 7 S 6 (NO) w Ka + 2H 3 0, which maybe put in the rational form — 


3Fo(NO) 

Fe^NO) 


f FeSs 
2 <( FeS 3 . 
6 LK,S 


When ammonium sulphide is used in its preparation, as byRoussin, 
Rosenberg and Demol, the product contains both potassium and am- 
monium: hence the discrepancies between the results of those chemists. 
The potassium and ammonium salts resemble each other closely ; but 
the former, being more soluble than the latter, may bo completely con- 
verted into it by digestion with ammonium carbonate. The sodium 
salt is easily soluble, and is identical with the iron nitrosulphoca rhnn at a 
of Low ( Qhem . Centr ., 1865, 948). Oh. B. 


Roussin’s Salt. By 0. Pawel (Ber., 12, 1949— 1956),— It has 
been previously shown (see previous abstract) that the compound 
described as nitroso-ferrous sulphide is a mixture of several salts 
with sulphur, and that it always contains an alkali-metal. Tho 
author in the present communication describes methods for preparing 
the potassium, sodium, ammonium, ferrous, and other salts of tho 
above compound. These have the general formula, Fe? Sa(SrO)i>M 3 
4- 2H 3 0, except that the ferrous salt crystallises with 8 instead of 
2 mols. of water. 

The ammonium salt is less soluble in water than the potassium salt, 
and like the latter crystallises in brilliant monoclinic crystals, which 
dissolve in water with a light brown colour : it begins to decompose 
at 80°. Of all these salts, the potassium and ammonium compounds 
are the most stable. 

The so-called nitroso-sodio-forrous sulphide was also prepared 
and investigated. It is host obtained by boating tho ammonium salt 
above referred to on a water-bath with soda, until ammonia is no 
longer evolved. It forms dark-red crystals, which arc insoluble in 
ether but soluble in alcohol and water, giving a neutral solution. It 
begins to decompose on boating at 115°, and gradually at tho ordinary 
temperature on exposure to the air (on account of the carbonic acid 
present), after which the aqueous solution becomes alkaline ; in all 
these cases, the sodium salt first referred to is formed with evolution 
of sulphuretted hydrogen. 

The paper concludes with theoretical considerations as to the con- 
stitution of these various compounds. T. 0. 

Roussin’s Scat. By W. Dtsmbl (Per., 12, 1948).— This is merely 
a reply to Pawel’s remarks (ibid., 1410) on tho paper by Roussin, 
Rosenberg, and Demel ( ibid 461) concerning the salt prepared by 
them from ferrous sulphate, potassium nitrite, and ammonium sul- 
phide. i 
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Composition of the Weldon Manganese “ Mud” and some 
Similar Compounds. By J. Post (Ber., 12, 1454— 1459).— Accord- 
ing to Weldon, the manganese dioxide obtained in his regenerative 
process exists in combination with lime as CaO.MnO^, or Ca0(Mn0 2 ) 2 . 
Gorgen too (Ann. OMm. Pkys. [3], 66, 153) has described a “ man- 
ganous acid” (manganese dioxide), which he formed by repeated 
treatment of the red oxide with boiling concentrated nitric acid. This 
acid was said to redden litmus, to dissolve lime and baryta, and to 
decompose carbonates. Varions neutral salts were rendered acid by 
the addition of “ manganous acid,” and Gorgen even described some 
of its salts, such as (Mn0 2 ) 6 Mn0, (Mn0 2 ) 5 Ca0, (MnOaJsKaO. 

By careful analysis of some of these compounds, the author shows 
the theories of Weldon and Gorgen to be incorrect. The composition 
of the Weldon mud is not such as to lead to the conclusion that it 
contains a definite compound of lime and manganese dioxide ; and in 
the so-called salts of Gorgen, he has not found so much as half the 
amount of base stated by that chemist to be contained in them. They 
are rather to be regarded as mixtures of manganese dioxide with 
various compounds. Tables of analytical results are given. 

Oh. B. 

Behaviour of Bismuth containing Arsenic towards Nitric 
Acid, and the Preparation of Basic Bismuth Nitrate, free 
from Arsenic. By K Schneider (J. jpr. Ghem ., 20, 418 — 434). — 
Many varieties of commercial bismnth contain a small quantity of 
arsenic, and in the ordinary process of preparing officinal bismuth sub- 
nitrate, the arsenic is incompletely eliminated. In dissolving metallic 
bismuth by aid of heat in strong nitric acid, the arsenic present is 
oxidised to arsenic acid, and combines with bismuth, forming bismnth 
arsenate, which is insoluble in a strong solution of bismuth nitrate, 
although more soluble in water. To oxidise the arsenic to arsenic acid, 
excess of acid must be employed, otherwise the oxidation is incomplete, 
and the arsenite of bismuth formed is not insoluble. The author there- 
fore recommends that 2 kilos, of bismnth should be treated with 10 
kilos, of Iwt nitric acid, and after solution, decanted from the sodiment 
containing arsenic. On evaporation, the crystals of bismuth nitiate 
which separate are quito free from arsenic. W. R. 

Vapour-density of Stannous Chloride. By T. Carnbdlby 
( Ber., 12, 1836 — 1837) . — Prom the determinations of the vapour-density 
of stannous chloride (Ber., 12, 1195), V. and 0. Meyer attribute to it the 
molecular formula S 112 CI 4 . This the author shows is due to the tem- 
perature at which the determination was made, being too near the 
boiling point of stannous chloride (617 — 628°), as determined by 
Oarleton-Williams and himself (this Journal, Trans., 1879, 563). 
This is probably the cause of the low numbers obtained byRieth (Ber., 
3, 668 ), and not that the temperature had produced decomposition. 

P. P. B. 

Action of Phosphorus Pentachloride on *Molybdic Anhy- 
dride. By A. PnriTi (Gazzetta, 9, 538 — 543). As Teclu (Anna Tea, 
188, 255) had obtained tungsten hexchloride by the action of phos- 

r 2 
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phorus pentachlori&e on tungstic anhydride, according to the equa- 
tion W0 3 -f 3PC1« = WC1 6 4* 3POCl a , the author thought it pro- 
bable that molybdenum hexchloride might be obtained in the same 
way. Accordingly, a mixture of molybdic anhydride (1 mol.) with 
phosphorus pentaehloride (3 mols.) was heated in a sealed tube at 
180° for about 5 hours. On cooling, the tube contained a reddish- 
brown liquid, and crystals of a dark green colour with metallic reflex. 
As these crystals were rapidly disintegrated on exposure to moist air, 
and became covered with a film of blue oxide, it was necessary to pour 
off the liquid in an atmosphere of dry carbonio anhydride, and subse- 
quently to dry the crystals in a current of the same gas ; this was done 
without removing the crystals from the tube. When the whole of the 
liquid had been removed, the crystals were transferred to tubes also 
filled with carbonic anhydride, which were at once closed before the lamp 
On analysis, the substance was found to contain molybdenum, phospho- 
rus, and chlorine in proportions corresponding with the forrtiula, 
MoClfi.POCU, so that it is a combination of molybdenum pentachlo- 
ride and phosphorus oxychloride. It is soluble in carbon bisulphido and 
phosphorus oxychloride, but insoluble in chloroform, ether, and ben- 
zene. When heated, it melts at 125 — 127°, and at 170° it enters into 
ebullition, and is decomposed, phosphorus oxychloride distilling over. 
When all the oxychloride has passed off and the residue is exposed to 
a higher temperature, magnificent black needles with metallic reflex 
sublime; these on analysis were found to be molybdenum penta- 
cbloride, MoCI fi . They melt at 170—175° (Debray, 1*85°). The liquid 
formed at the same time as the compound, MoCl 8 ,POCl a> was found to 
be phosphorus oxychloride containing chlorine in solution, so that the 
reaction which takes place may be expressed by the equation — 

2MoO s + 6PCI5 = 2(MoCl 8 .POCl 3 ) + 4POCl s + Cl* 

C. E. G. 


Mineralogical Chemistry. 


r Explosion in a Coal Min© due to Carbonic Anhydride. By 
Delesse (Oowjrt. rend,, 89 , 814 — 817). — On the 28tih of July last, an 
explosion took place in a coal mine at Rochebelle (Gard) at a depth 
of 345 meters. There was no fire-damp in the mine, and no flame was 
produced by the explosion, but the mine was afterwards filled with 
choke-damp. The author accounts for it by supposing that the sul- 
phur of the iron pyrites contained in the coal, or existing in its neigh- 
bourhood, becoming oxidised to sulphuric acid, had attacked some 
layers of limestone beneath the coal, and the generated carbonic 
anhydride had found vent in the mine, producing the explosion. 

W. R. 

Analysis of Tetrahedrite from Huallanea, Peru, By W. J. 
Comstock (Am, J. Sd. [3], 17 , 401). — The mineral caves of Huallanca 
are situated upon the eastern flank of the Peruvian Andes, at a height of 
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14,700 feet above the sea. The ores average 800 ounces of silver to 
the ton. The walls of the cavities are studded with crystals of tetra- 
hedrite, some of which are two inches long. A portion of one crystal 
(sp. gr. 47) gave the following results : — 


s .... 

. . 26-74 

Sulphur. 

Sb 

. . 9-06 

3-66 

As ... . 

. . 13-49 

8-57 

Ag.... 

. . 3-86 

0-67 

Cu.... 

. . 39-09 

9-87 

Fe.... 

. . 5-46 

3-12 

Tin.... 

. . 2-14 

1-06 


99 84 

26-75 


Atomic ratio. 


S .... 

•8356 

Sb... 

•0743 \ 

As . . . 

•1785/ 

Ag, .. 

•01791 

Cu... 

•3083 

Fe .. . 

•0975 

Zn. .. 

•0330. 


•2528 


•4567 


From these numbers is deduced the ratio — 


■2528 B*S 8 : '9134 RS or RaSs : 3*6 RS. 

J. M. H. M. 

Genesis of Cinnabar Deposits. By S. B. Christy (Am. J \ Sm. 
[3], 17, 453 — 463). — The ores of mercury have been generally re- 
garded as formed by sublimation. The author, however, considers 
that the facts already known and the results of his own experiments 
favour the theory that cinnabar has been deposited from solutions of 
alkaline carbonates containing alkaline sulphides. 

The following are the chief reasons adduced by the author in sup- 
port of this theory : — 

Cinnabar deposits are almost always found in metamorphic instead 
of in igneous rocks, and in immediate proximity to such substances as 
oarthy carbonates, quartz, and bitumen, the presence of which cannot 
be explained on the sublimation hypothesis. On the other hand, the 
‘-minerals which aro associated with cinnabar in the ore- stuff — blende, 
galena, fahlore, iron pyrites, horn quicksilver, quartz, heavy spar, 
dolomite, spathic iron, gypsum, calcspar, and magnetic iron pyrites — 
have all, excepting the last, been produced in the wet way by various 
experimenters. Cinnabar volatilises only at just below a red heat 
(500° C.) at ordinary pressures. Assuming the temperature of the 
earth to increase 1 0 C- for every 100 feet in depth, it would take a 
depth of nearly 50,000 feet to give this tomperature. At New Alma- 
den, therefore, where the cinnabar crops out on the summit of a hill, 
we should have to assume an erosion of noarly nine miles and a- half 
of strata. Moreover, at such a depth the enormous pressure of super- 
incumbent strata would greatly raise the temperature of sublimation. 
Pfaff, for example, has shown that the increase of temperature due to 
internal heat can at no depth be great enough to convert water into 
steam. The cinnabar deposits themselves do not usually show the 
signs of true fissure veins, but are found irregularly disseminated in 
layers and impregnations. Mercury has been recognised as a con- 
stituent (although in very minute quantity) of at least one mineral 
water, that of the spring “ du Rocber," St. Nectaire-le-hant, Puy-de- 
Dome, It is well known that mercuric sulphide is soluble in solutions 
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of alkaline sulphides containing free alkali, and is reprecipitated when 
the solution is saturated with carbonic anhydride or sulphuretted 
hydrogen. When mercuric sulphido is slowly deposited from such 
solutions, cinnabar is formed, but when rapidly deposited, as by dilution, 
the black or amorphous modification is produced ; moreover, the black 
sulphide is changed into cinnabar by being heated with alkaline poly- 
sulphidos. As free alkali is not known to exist in any natural mineral 
waters, the question still remains, from what solution has the cinnabar 
beon deposited ? It occurred to the author that mercuric sulphide, 
although insoluble in alkaline sulphides under ordinary conditions in 
the absence of free alkali, might dissolve under pressure. Some black 
amorphous mercuric sulphide, heated in a sealed tube with a solution 
of potassium-hydrogen sulphide at 180° for five hours, at a pressure of 
180 lbs. to the square inch, was changed into a coherent mass of 
cinnabar crystals, recognisable by the naked eye, and closely resembling 
the crystals of native cinnabar. Similar experiments were made with 
other solutions, with the following results : — Solutions of sodium 
bicarbonate did not change the amorphous sulphide to cinnabar ; solu- 
tions of water-glass were equally powerless; but when sulphuretted 
hydrogen was passed through either of these solutions and the tubos 
were again heated in the digester, the transformation was complete. 
Polysulphide of potassium effected the change very rapidly and com- 
pletely. The presence of carbonic acid seemed to retard the formation 
without being able to prevent it. In all cases when the transforma- 
tion had taken place, the liquid would stain the skin deep black, as is 
usual when mercuric sulphide is dissolved in alkaline sulphides, 
Finally, the experiment was tried of heating mercuric sulphide 
with the New Almaden Yichy water, which contains considerable 
quantities of sodium bicarbonate and free carbonic acid. Sulphuretted 
hydrogen was passed into this water, and some black mercuric 
sulphide heated in the solution both at ordinary pressure and in 
the digester (pressure 140 — 150 lbs., temperature 180° 0.). The 
sulphide, which was treated in the open air, was unchanged even when 
examined with the microscope, whilst that treated in the digester was 
brownish-red even to the naked eye, and when examined under the 
microscope proved to be in great part changed into crystals of cin- 
nabar. J. M. H. M. 

Empleotite. By F. R. W. Daw ( Ohm . News, 40, 225).— The 
author has recently discovered this mineral at the Aamdal copper 
mines in Norway, It gives on analysis : — 

Bi. Cu, Ag. Pb. S. SiO* 

57*72 17*28 2*91 a trace 19*20 1*30 = 98*30 

The formula of this mineral would be CnS -f Bi 2 S 8 . D. B. 

Artificial Lamrite, and Platiniferous Iron. By H. St. Claibk 
Deville and ILDebbay (Oonvpt. rend., 89, 587— 592).— Wohler, a few 
years ago, succeeded in isolating a new mineral which he termed 
laurite,' from the osmiridiuxn of the platiniferous sands of Borneo ; 
this mineral, which eventually proved to be ruthenium sulphide, was,* 
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lLke osmiridium itself, insoluble in aqua regia . The authors have 
succeeded in preparing laurite artificially. A mixture of ruthenium 
and iron pyrites with a little borax is heated to bright redness during 
8 or 10 hours; the ruthenium is converted into sulphide, and dissolved 
by the molten ferrous sulphide. On treating the latter after cooling 
with hydrochloric acid, a mixture of the two sulphides of ruthenium is 
lef c undissolved : the one occurs as a black powder, soluble in nitric 
acid, with conversion into ruthenium sulphate ; the other, crystallised in 
cubes or regular octohedrons, has the metallic lustre and bluish colour 
of laurite ; it is insoluble in all acids and in aqua regia . 

Its analysis gave Hu = 63*0, 8 = 37*0 per cent. ; the formula RnS 3 
requiring Ru = 61*9, S = 38T per cent. 

By igniting this sulphide in an earthen crucible to a temperature at 
which the crucible begins to soften, it is decomposed, with formation of 
crystallised metallic ruthenium. 

Platinum Sulphide. — Platinum melted with ten times its weight of 
pyrites and its own weight of borax, is converted into a sulphide* which 
may be extracted from the ferrous sulphide by treatment with acids. 
It is of a grey colour, crystallised in neodles, and wholly insoluble in 
aqua regia. It corresponds in composition with the monosulphide 
PtS, and not with the bisulphide as is the case with ruthenium. 

The foregoing mixture of platinum and iron sulphides when very 
strongly heated leaves, after the action of acids, a crystalline* metallic 
substance, which is platinum containing about 11 per cent, of iron. 
This alloy, which resembles certain natural specimens of platiniferous 
iron both in percentage of iron and in many other characteristics, is 
soluble only in aqua regia , and is so feebly magnetic, that it is only 
under the influence of a powerful electro-magnet that its magnetism 
can be detected at all. 

The absence of magnetic properties in native platiniferous iron 
was notieod by Berzelius, and it is now well known that ferroman- 
ganese containing 30 per cent, of iron has no appreciable action on 
ilie magnet. Artificial alloys ot platinum containing as much as 17 to 
20 per cent, of iron are, however, strongly magnetic, so that experi- 
ments are still wanting in order to determine the precise relations 
existing between the magnetic intensity of the alloy, and the percent- 
age of iron it may contain. J. W. 

Artificial Production of Oligist. 'By M. Coppou (Qazzetta, 9, 
452 — 455).' — Whon the vapour of water and of sodium chloride is al- 
lowed to act slowly on pieces of Vesuvian lava at a very high tempera- 
ture, the author has found that the surface becomes covered with 
haematite, and that in some cases crystals of oligist are formed. The 
most favourable conditions for tho production of the latter are attained 
when a small platinum crucible containing sodium chloride is placed 
at the bottom of a largs earthen one, and covered with pieces of the 
lava. The crucible is then intensely heated for several days, whilst 
water is allowed to drop in slowly : under these circumstances, minute 
crystals of oligist are formed on the lava, and especially on those 
pieces which are most exposed to the action of the sodium chloride 
vapour, O. E» G. 
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The Mica Group. By 0. Rammebsberg (Ann. Phys. Ohem. [2], 9, 
113 — 146). — This paper is the first instalment of a monograph on the 
group of silicates distinguished as micas, the author’s purpose being 
to embody the knowledge of tho chemistry of micas which has been 
acquired since tho publication of his Handbuch der Mmeralchemie in 
1875. He considers that, in the classification of micas, the proper 
ground of division is to be found, not in their crystalline forms or 
optical properties, but in thoir chemical constitution. Prom this 
point of view the micas may bo permanently divided into two great 
groups : — 

1. Micas which consist of silicates of aluminium and of univalent 
metals (to which last must also be added hydrogen). These are called 
the alkali-micas. 

2. Micas which, in addition to the above-named silicates, contain 
also silicates of bivalent metals (Mg, Fe, Ba, &c.). These are called, 
according to their composition, magnesia-, iron-, and baryta-micas. 

The alkali group of micas has three sub-divisions: — (A) soda- 
micas; (B) potash-mioas ; (C) lithia-micas. The analytical figures, 
atom-ratios, and notes of physical characteristics of members of these 
and of other groups are contained in the original paper. Here only 
the general formulae which the author has assigned to each group will 
be given, M representing a univalent atom (Ra, K, Li), R" a bivalent 
atom, and B7 1 the sexvalent Al a , Pea. It must be understood also 
that 0 may be replaced by Fla- 

A. Soda-micas have the formula 2(H a SiOi) (ISa^SiOiWAJaSiaO^), or 
M a AlSia0 8 . 

B. Potash-micas. — First division. Usually the formula is — 

'(MJSiOi.AlaSisOia), or M 2 A]Si 2 0 8 . 

In most oases these have H : K = 2 : 1, but the proportion M : R v * 
sss 2 ; 1 is not invariable. To this division belong micas from Pontivy, 
Unionville, Lichfield, Uto, Goshen (Mass.), Lane’s Mine,Lisens (Tyrol), 
Bengal, Horrsjoberg, East Indies, Ballygihen, Grindelw r ald, Easton 
(Pennsyl.), Ceux, Leinster, Glendalough, &c. The second division of 
the potash -mica b is sub-divided into two series, the first of which con- 
tains micas from the Zillerthal, Royalston, Aschaffenburg, Broddbo 
near Fahlun, Soboth, Ochozk, and Yttorby (Sweden). Their general 
formula is 5(M 2 Si0 3 ,R7 1 SiA)-(R ,, Si03) 

+ 3{5(M 4 SiO4.»^Si 3 O i ;).(R" a SiO0}, or M 10 R"R* 5 Sii /)«. 

The second series of the second division of the potash group are less 
basic than the first division. Their formula is — 

7(M 2 Si0 3 ).2(R"Si0 3 ).6(R^Si 3 0 e ) + 7(M 4 Si0 4 )(2R" a Sx0 4 )6(R^Sia0 13 ), 
or M 14 R" 3 R%Si J8 0 63 . 

0. The Lithia-micas, — These contain no hydrogen, and appear io 
consist of 1 mol. of orthosilicate with 3 mols. of bisilicate. The locali- 
ties and formulae are these : — 

Rozena; Paris: (MiSA.R^SiA *) + 3(M a Si0 3 .R^Sia0 3 ), 

* or MioR^sSittOw- 

Juschakowa: {7(M 4 Si0 4 )6(R^ 2 Si 3 0 12 n + 3{7(M a SiO a )6(R*SiA)}, 
or MuR^eSLoOo*. 



MENERALOGIOAL OHEMISTRT. 


225 


In tlie second great division of the micas, the magnesia-micas con- 
taining nearly 30 per cent, of magnesia and little or no iron, are first 
considered. The specimens referred to are from Rossio, St. Lawrence, 
N.Y. ; Gonvernenr, St. Lawrence, N.Y. ; Jefferson Co., N.Y. ; Edwards, 
St. Lawrence, N.Y. ; Paragas, Finland; Pennsbuxy, Pennsyl. : and 
Ratnapura, Ceylon. The author hesitates whether to regard this 
group as consisting of 4 or of 3 mols. of orthosilicates with 1 mol. 
of bisilicate. He pronounces finally, however, for the latter view, as 
more closely representing the analyses. The most general formula of 
the group is MuR^aaR^SiseOias. 

Iron-magnesia -micas. Magnesia -iron -micas, and iron-micas , form 
another section of the groups discussed in the present paper, which 
contains, however, only the first division, viz., the iron-magnesia-micas . 
The specimens mentioned belonging to this first division are from 
Vesuvius,* Morawitza; Tschebarkul, Siberia ; Monzoni; Lake Baikal, 
Siberia; Mainland; Arendal ; and Greenwood Furnace, Monroe, N.Y. 
All the micas of this soction consist entirely of orothosilicates. The 
general formulas for the numbers of the first division (iron-magnesia- 
micas) is — 

(M*SiO4),4(R" 8 SiO0(a^Si s O I2 ), or M 2 R" 4 R”SiAe. 

B. B. 

Composition of Cymatolite from Goshen (Mass.). By A. A. 
Julien (Am. J. Sci. [3], 17, 398). — A specimen identical in physical 
character with that found by Shephard in the granite veins of Hamp- 
shire Co., Mass., yielded the following results : — 


Oxygen. 

Water 2-58 2*29 

Nitrogenous organic matter .... 0*43 — 

KaO 8-38 P42 

Na 2 0 257 0*66 

Li a O 0-09 0-05 

CaO 0*48 0*14 

MgO 0*75 0*30 

MnO 0*18 0*04 

FeA 1*66 0*49 

AlaOa 24 38 11*38 

SiOa - 5811 30*99 


99*61 

These numbers correspond with the formula — 

3H a 0.3(Na)A4Al 2 0 Ji .18Siq s . 

The author proposes to retain the name aglaite for this peculiarly 
brilliant and micaceous variety of cymatolite. J. M. H M. 

Associated Minerals contained in certain Trachytes from 
the Ravine of Riveau Grande, at Mont Dore. By F. Gotoaed 
(Qorrvpt. rend., 89, 614 — 616)* — Iu a memoir by Kocl Professor of 
Mineralogy at Klausenberg, on andesite from Mount Arany, and on 
the minerals associated therewith, two new specimens are^ described, 
namely, szaboite and pseudobrookite.’ One ot these, szaboite, having 
been found by the author in a specimen of trachyte accidentally 
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picked up in the ravine of the Riveau Grande at Mont Dore, it was 
thought that a more careful investigation of the rocks of that locality 
might lead to the discovery of a similar association of minerals as that 
described by Koch as emanating from Mont Arany. Without pre- 
tending to describe the situation and tho oxact circumstances under 
which they were eventually found, it will be sufficient to say that 
both minerals, szaboite and pseudobrookite, undoubtedly exist in the 
trachyte of the Riveau Grande, associated with tridymite, altered 
hornblende, and sometimes with breislakite. Szaboite has since been 
discovered by Lasaulx on tho lava of Biancavilla, to the south of 
Etna. J. W 

The Lavas of the Volcanos of Emici in the Valle del 
Sacco (Rome), By S. SrscuLB ( Oazzetta , 9, 393—398). These 
lavas are of a dark-grey colour, that from the volcano Giuliana having 
a sp. gr. 2*5, and that of Pofi 2*81 at 15°. The analyses of the two 
lavas gave the following results : — 



SiO* P a 0 6 . 

AJA- 

PeA. 

FeO. 

GaO. 

Giuliano .. 

46-22 0-52 

22-47 

8-97 

0-78 

12-18 

Pofi 

47-59 0-51 

18-02 

6^44 

1-19 

11-60 


MgO. 

CuO. KjO. 

NajO. 

00. 

2 and H,0. 

Giuliano 

. . 3-35 

0-30 542 

1-02 


0-56 

Pofi . . . 

... 2-41 

0-23 1005 

1-82 


0-72 






O. B. G. 


A Meteorite which fell on January 31 , 1879 , at la B6casse ; 
Commune of Dun-le-Poelier (Indre). By Daubr^b (Oomph 
rend., 89 , 597 — 598). — The fall of this meteorite was accompanied 
by a violent detonation, audible at a distance of 20 kilometers ; its 
path was nearly vertical, and its velocity such that it embedded itself 
in the soil about 0*3 meter. It weighed 2*8 kilograms ; iu form it 
roughly resembled a pyramid with a square base, the angles being 
rounded off ; the surface was covered with a black hard crust similar 
to that of other meteorites. The interior of the meteorite presented a 
finely-grained structure and a clear grey colour, throughout which 
numerous metallic grains were distributed. Tho matrix was chiefly 
peridote and a bisilicate such as pyroxene or onstatito ; tho motallic 
portion consisted of nickeliferous iron and troilite. The meioorifco 
consequently belongs tp the group of sporadosiderites, and to tho sub- 
group of oligosiderites, numerous representatives of which are known. 

J. W. 

Water of the Oberbrtmnen, Flinsberg, Silesia, lly T. 
Poleck (Ber., 12, 1902 — 1906). — This spring yields about 1,000 
litres per hour; the water is clear, sparkling, and colourless, lias a 
chalybeate taste, but no odour. Its temperature is 7°, that of the air 
being 14*5°. It has a slightly acid reaction, but after boiling its 
action is alkaline. 

Its analysis gave the following results, 

10 litres of the water contain : — 
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Sodium chloride 0*0618 gram 

Potassium chloride 0*0253 „ 

Potassium sulphate 0*1041 „ 

Sodium carbonate 0*4705 „ 

Lithium „ 0*0101 „ 

Ammonium 0*0107 „ 

Calcium 0*9648 „ 

Magnesium 0*7245 „ 

Iron 0*2442 „ 

Manganese 0*0067 „ 

Aluminium phosphate 0*0087 „ 

Silica r 0*3995 „ 

Titanic acid 0*0026 „ 

3*0356 „ 

Half-combined carbonic acid 0*1055 „ 


Free carbonic acid 25*429 grains corresponding to 13,229 c.e. 
at 7°. 

The following are also present, but in quantities too small to be 
weighed, viz., iodine, borio and arsenic acids, antimony, tin, nickel, 
bismuth, barium, and strontium. 

The analysis of the ochre-sediment from the spring gave the follow- 
ing results : — 


Water (expelled at 120°) 32 15 per cent. 

Iron oxide 43*75 * „ 

Calcium carbonate 0*57 „ 

Magnesium carbonate 0*30 „ 

Barium sulphate 0*014 ,, 

Manganese 0*027 „ 

Copper 0*015 „ 

Nickel 0*003 „ 

Bismuth 0*003 „ 

Phosphoric acid 1*43 „ 

Silica 3*16 „ 

Titanic acid 3*13 „ 

Insoluble residue, sand, <&o„ . . 7*86 „ 

Loss on ignition 7*35 „ 

Aluminium (not estimated) 


Arsenic acid, antimony, ahd tin, are present, but in quantities too 
small to be weighed. 

These results are of interest, inasmuch as they show the presence in 
the water of this spring of constituents of the minerals which are 
found in the mountains in its neighbourhood, and also as one of the 
few instances we have of springs containing titanic acid. 


P. P. B. 
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Halogen Derivatives of Ethane and Ethylene. By J. Denzel 
(B er., 12, 2207 — 2208). — OhlorperriabrometKam , OgClBi'B, prepared by the 
action of bromine on chlorotribrom- and tetrabrom-ethane, is deposited 
from carbon bisulphide in crystals which melt, with decomposition,^ at 
170°. oc-DiohlQrotetrcfaornsthane, CBr 3 .CBr01 2 , obtained by the action 
of bromine on a-dichlorodibromothane, forms colourless crystals, which 
evolve bromine at 175°, and melt with complete decomposition at 180°. 
Hex bromethane, C a Br a , pentabromebhcwie , O a HBrg (colourless crystals, 
m. p. 5 4°, b. p. 210°, under 300 mm. pressure), and teirdbrcmethane 
(b. p. 105° under 300 mm., and 225° under 732 mm. pressure), are 
derived from 0-tribromethane. TJnsymmetrical tribromethane has not 
yot been prepared. OhbrotnbromethyleTie^ C 8 ClBr 3 , from chlorotetra- 
bromethane, melts at 34°, and boils at 203 — 205° under 734 mm. 
pressure (comp, this Journal, 1879, Abst., 368). W. C. W. 

Action of Silver Cyanate on Isobutyl Iodide. By B. Brauner 
(Ber., 12, 1874 — 1877). — In a former communication, the author and 
Liunemaun (Ber., 11, 1243) demonstrated that the product of the 
action of silver cyanate on isobntyl iodide, when treated with potash, 
yields both trimethylcarbinylamine and isobutylamine. When isobutyl 
iodide and silver cyanate react on one another in a vessel connected 
with a reversed, condenser, a volatile liquid is first formed, which after- 
wards disappears, gaseous butylene and cyanic acid being given off. 
The products of this reaction when treated with soda give tortiary 
butylamine and a little isobutylamine. 

When isobutyl iodide is distilled repeatedly over fresh silvor cyanate, 
tertiary butyl cyanate, CMea-NCO, is obtained. It is a colourloss 
liquid of aromatic odour, b. p. 85*5° (corr.), and sp. gr. 0 8676. Tho 
determination of its valour-density gave 3 48, the calculated being 
8‘42. With hydrochloric acid, it yields tertiary butylamine hydrochlo- 
ride, and by the action of water it is converted into tho urea, 
(OMe 3 .NH) a CO, m. p, 242°, which is also formed bv tho action of 
tertiary butylamine on the cyanate, whereas by isobutylamino tho 
cyanate is converted into a urea of the formula, 

CMe 5 .NH.OO.NHOH S} CHMe 3 , 

m. p. 163°. Tertiary butyl cyanate, when heated at 180°, is rosolved 
into butylene, cyanic acid, and cyanuric acid. 

In the residue from the distillation of isobntyl iodide over silvor 
cyanate, solid isomerides of butyl cyanate and of cyanuric acid have 
been detected. 

Silver cyanate, when gently wanned with an excess of isobutyl 
iodide, yields a product which is converted into isobutylamine by tho 
action of soda. When isobutyl iodide is distilled over silver cyanato 
mixed with sand, the reaction is less violent, and the chief product is 
isobutyl cyanate, p, p # j} # 
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Constitutional Changes in the Molecule of the Isobutyl 
Group. ByB. Brauner ( Ber 12, 1877 — 1879).— The author ex- 
plains the results described in the previous abstract by supposing that 
intramolecular change takes place at the commencement of the reac- 
tion as follows : — 

C(CH 8 ) s H.CH a I + AgH I C ! 0 = OQOB^JS : C : 0 + AgL 

(2.) Another portion decomposes thus : C 4 H 9 I + AgNTCO = Agl + 
CJECs + HNCO. And finally both the cyanic acid and the butyl 
cyanide form solid polymerides. P. P. B. 

Octyl Derivatives. By E. Eichler (Per., 12, 1879—1889). — In 
the preparation of the following octyl derivatives the author used the 
alcohol prepared from the oil of Heracleum sphondylium. 

Mercuric dioctyl , Hg(C 8 H 17 ) a , prepared from octyl iodide by the 
action of sodium-amalgam, is a clear, colourless, oily liquid, of 
feeble odour, producing slight headache. Its sp. gr. is 1*342 at 17°. 
It cannot be distilled, as it decomposes at 200° into dioctyl and mer- 
cury. It is insoluble in water, but soluble in alcohol, ether, and 
benzene. 

Mercuric octyliodide , Hg.C 8 H l 7 I. — Obtained as a white Bilvery pre- 
cipitate on treating mercuric dioctyl with iodine and alcohol. 

Mercuric octyl cldoride, HgC 8 Hi 7 Ul, formed as a white precipitate by 
the action of merouric chloride on mercuric dioctyl, When this 
chloride is treated with moist silver oxide, mercuric octyl hydrate, 
Hg.CeHnOH, is formed. It crystallises in beautiful yellow leaflets, 
m. p. 75°, is sparingly soluble in hot water, but abundantly in 
alcohol. Its solutions have an alkaline reaction, expel ammonia from 
its salts, and produce precipitates in solutions of ferric, aluminic, zinc, 
and copper salts. In the last case the precipitate is grey, and on 
boiling is reduced to copper. 

Dioctyl , (G 6 Hi 7 )fi, is prepared by the action of zinc on octyl iodide 
at 180°. On distilling the product, a liquid is obtained which, ou 
cooling, solidifies to a crystalline mass (m. p. 14°, b. p. 277 — 279°). 
Its sp. gr. is 0*7438° at 15°. Its properties agree generally with those 
attributed to it by Zincko (. Annalm , 152, 16) 5 it appears, however, 
that some ether compound is present, perhaps a small quantity of 
dioctylene, 

Nitro-octme , OsHnUO*. — This body was prepared by Y. Meyer’s 
method (imab, 171, 23), viz., by the action of silver nitrite on octyl 
iodide ; the product of this reaction is a bright yellow liquid which, 
when distilled, yields two fractions, the first consisting of octyl nitrite 
(b. p. 171 — 180°), the, second of nitro-octane, boiling at 205 — 212°. 
The latter with nitrous acid and alcoholic potash gives the reactions 
shown by Meyer to be characteristic for primary nitro-compounds. 

Octylmtrolic acid was obtained as a syrup by the action of nitrous 
acid on the nitrolie acid: when treated with sulphuric acid it gave 
oetylio acid. 

Octylamine , C 8 HnNH a ,— This the author prepared by reducing the 
niteo-octane with iron filings and acetic acid; it has already been 
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obtained by Yan Renesse, according to -whom it unites with water, 
forming a crystalline compound, OsHi^ + H a O. This compound, 
however, the author finds to bo the carbonate, (0 8 HjiH) a C02, as it 
gives off carbonic anhydride when heated with acid. 

Octyl nitrite , CyHnO.NO, is proparod by passing nitrons acid into 
octyl alcohol, and heating in closed vessels at 100°. It boils at 
175 — 177° ; its sp. gr. is 0*802 at 17°. It is insoluble in water, but 
easily soluble in ether and alcohol. 

Octyl cyanide, 0 8 Hi 7 ON. — Prepared in the usual manner from octyl 
iodide and potassium cyanide; it is a liquid boiling at 214 — 216°; its 
sp. gr. is 0*786 at 16° ; is insoluble in water, but easily soluble in 
alcohol and ether. P. P. B. 

Pluoborethylene. By O. Counoler (Ber., 12, 1967). — The 
formula, C 3 H<5BF0 2 , ascribed by Landolph (Ber., 12, 1586) for fluobor- 
ethylene is incorrect, since it contains an odd number of perissad 
atoms. The formula, BP(0H).00 8 H 6 , which also represents its con- 
stitution, agrees better, both with the mode of formation and with the 
reactions of the compound. T. O. 

Isotributylene. By A. Butlerow (Ber., 12, 1482— 1486).— Whilst 
trimethylcarbinol is formed as an intermediate product during the 
conversion of isobutylene into isodibutylene, tri-isobutylene is readily 
obtained at ordinary temperatures, and apparently without hydra- 
tion, when isobutylene is absorbed by a moderately cool mixture of 
5 parts of oil of vitriol and 1 part of water. The oily layer which 
separates yields pure isotributylene as a colourless mobile strongly 
refracting liquid, of b. p. 177*5 — 179° and sp. gr. 0*774 at 0°, 0*746 at 
50°. This hydrocarbon slowly absorbs oxygen when exposed to air or 
when heated with it at 190°. Bromine combines with it energetically, 
but the product soon begins to evolve hydrobromic acid. It docs not 
readily combine with haloid acids nor with sufficient hydrogen for 
saturation. By oxidation with chromic mixture at ordinary tempera- 
tures it yields carbonic, acetic, and trimethylacetio acids, acetono and 
indifferent oils, but principally a feebly acid body of the composition 
CnHjuOa. This is crystalline, insoluble in water, soluble in alc6hol 
and ether, and distils unchanged at 266° (m. p. 66 — 70°), Although 
it can decompose carbonates in the cold, it is precipitated from its 
solutions in alkalis by carbonic anhydride, and its ammoniacal solution 
on evaporation over oil of vitriol leaves the free acid. The sodium salt 
has the composition 2(CiiH 2 iMa0 8 ) + H 2 0. Potassium and magnesium 
salts are also described. The alkaline compounds arc decomposed by 
the carbonic acid o£ the atmosphere. They yield white procipitalos 
with solutions of barium, strontium, calcium, lead and silver salts. 
The methyl salt boils at 217 — 220°, the ethyl salt at 227 — 230°. 

The indifferent oils above mentioned boil between 100 and 200°, 
and have all the characters of ketones. 

The experiments of Frl. LermontofF (Ber., 11, 1255) tend to prove 
that isotnbutylene is a tertiary-bntyl derivative of isodihntylene, pro- 
bably thus constituted : — 
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CH 3 1 CMejj. CH,CMe 2 : OMe 3 . C(CMe 3 ) 3 1 CMe 2 . 

Isobutylene. Isodibutylene. Isotributylone. 

i.e. 9 it is unsymmetrical dimethyUdiJcatabutylethylme, analogous to the 
hexylene (tetramethylethylene) corresponding with and convertible 
into pinneone (Paulo w). Now, when pinacone is acted on by an acid, 
one of its methyl groups is transferred from one carbon atom to the 
other, producing a derivative (pinacolin) in which one carbon atom 
is united to three methyl groups. Admitting that a similar intramole- 
cular transposition takes place during the oxidation of isotributylene, 
the first product from it would be the pinacolin CHj.OO.CMofCMea)^ 
which would be further oxidised to methyl - dikatabutylacetic acid, 
CMe(CMa») 2 COOH, the crystalline acid described above. The inter- 
mediate pinacolin may be present amongst the oily neutral products 
of the reaction. It is also possible that part of the hydrocarbon may 
be oxidised without transposition, and, the splitting of the molecule 
taking place at the point of double union of carbon atoms, acetone and 
dikatabutyl-ketone would result, the first giving acetic acid, the second 
trimetbylacetio acid, by further oxidation. 

If this theoiy be correct, the acid CnH^Oa should not be produced 
by oxidising isotributylene in neutral or alkaline solution, and the oxi- 
dation of other tetra- substituted ethj lenes in acid solution should yield 
acids containing an atom less of carbon. Both anticipations have been 
confirmed. When isotributylene is oxidised with potassium permanga- 
nate, it yields only acetic and trimethacetic acids, together with indif- 
ferent oils, whilst tetramethylethylene by oxidation with chromic 
mixture gives acetone, acetic acid, and some trimethacetic acid. 

The conversion of isobutylene into isotributylene is probably bronght 
about by successive hydrations and dehydrations, although these have 
not been demonstrated. Oh. B. 

The Hydrocarbon, C 10 H lft , from Diamyteue. By Tugolessoff 
(Ber, } 12 , 1486). — This hydrocarbon is not identical with terebene, 
as Bauer states, since it is not convertible into cymene and does not 
yield terephthalic acid by oxidation. Oh. B. 

Action of Ferro- and Ferri-cyanic Acids on Amines. By L. J. 
Eisenbbjeg (Her., 12 , 2234). — An ilineferrocycuiirfe, 4(C 6 H 5 )NHs.H 4 FeCy0, 
prystallisos in white scales, The ferro- and fern-cyanides of ortbo- 
and meta-toluidine, acetamide, naphthylamine, and bromaniline were 
also prepared. W. 0. W. 

On the Addition of Oxygen to Unsaturated Compounds. 
By L. Henry (Ber., 12 , 1838—1844). — From tetrachlorethyl oxide, 
CCl3.CHCl.OEt ( [Ber 4, 101 and 435), the compound CC1 2 1 CCl.OEt 
(ibid., 11 , 445 and 750 : 5 , 1054) has been obtained. This and the 
corresponding methyl derivative, COl* I CCl.OMe, on exposure to the 
air give off hydrochlorio acid, become moist, and are finally converted 
into oxalic aoid. Pure dry oxygen unites with the oxy-derivatives of 
perchlorethylene, apparently forming an acid chloride of the consti- 
tution COCl.CGb(6v3»H2»+i), which is therefore easily resolved into 
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oxalic acid. This compound is a dichloro- derivative of oxalovinyl 
chloride (ibid,, 4, 598). 

The author also criticises the views of Demole (ibid,, 11, 315) and 
of Fittig (Anncdeii, 195, 176) upon the compounds formod by the ad- 
dition of oxygen to the haloid- derivatives of ethylene. Tho formation 
by these reactions of bodies exhibiting the properties of oxychlorides 
and bromides, COOl and COBr, and o£ analogous bodies by the action 
of heat on perchlorinated ether, the author considers to belong to the 
same class. P. P. B, 

Preparation of Propylene Glycol from Glycerol. By A. 
Belohoubek ( Ber ., 12, 1872—1874). — According to Letts, tbe gum- 
like mass obtained by treating glycerol with sodium amalgam is 
sodium glycerate. This substance, when submitted to dry distilla- 
tion, yields as chief product a colourless liquid, most of which on frac- 
tionation passes over at 186 — 188°. Tho analysis and physical pro- 
perties of this liqnid show it to be propylene glycol ; it boils at 187° 
(cor.), its sp. gr. is 1*054 (Wurtz, 1*051), and tbe vapour-density 
2*68. When it is heated with hydrochloric acid the corresponding 
chlorohydrin is formed, which yields propylene oxide, b. p. 36°, by 
treatment with potash. 

This formation of propylene glycol from glycerol the author regards 
as uninfluenced by nascent hydrogen, laying particular stress ou the 
formation of water. When glycerol is distilled with soda, propylene 
glycol is also formed, together with some acids and hydrocarbons, 

P. P. B. 

Some Properties of Glucose. By Pbligot (Oompt. rend., 89, 
918 — 922). — Saccharose, when treated with lime, gives a compound, 
hut glucose yields glucate of calcium and tribasic glucate of calcium, 
coloured brown by melassic acid, a humus- like body* The author has 
succeeded in isolating a substance of the formula OtaHaaOn, an isomo- 
Tide of saccharose, by tbe following process : — After boiling a solution 
of glucose and lime, and filtering to separate a brown precipitate, 
enough oxalic acid is added to throw down all the lime. After allow- 
ing the filtrate to stand for a long time, crystals separate and tlio 
adhering syrup is removed by means of blotting-paper. Tho crystals 
are dissolved in hot water, and the solution is decolorised by animal 
charcoal. On spontaneous evaporation, the new substance, io which 
the author has given the name saccharin, separates in bulky prisms. 
It may also be purified by dialysis. Another method is to ami sub- 
acetate of lead to a neutral solution of calcium glucate and saccharine ; 
tribasic glucate of lead separates out, and the filtrate on addition of 
ammonia gives a deposit of a compound of saccharin and lead oxide, 
from which the former may be isolated by sulphurotted hydrogen or 
by sulphuric acid. 

Saccharin is not a sugar; it does not ferment ; it has not a sweet 
taste, but a slightly hitter after-taste, recalling Glaubor’s salt. It is 
sparingly soluble in cold water, bat easily in hot water. It is partly 
volatile without decomposition ; it is almost unattacked by nitric acid, 
and is dissolved by sulphuric acid without alteration. It reduces 
Fehling’s solution, but not until after prolonged obullition. Tho 
author remarks in conclusion, that saccharin and glucio acid differ 
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from glucose only by elimination of water, and imagines the action of 
lime on glucose to be analogous to saponification. W. R. 

Remarks on the Saccharoses. By Berthelot (Compt rend., 
89, 9§5 — 966 ). — The author draws attention to the close resemblance 
in crystalline form of the saccharine recently discovered by Peligot, 
and trehalose, the crystalline form and angles being nearly identical, 
although the stability is different, and the formula of trehalose shows 
it to be hydrated. He also offers some remarks on the relative sta- 
bility of the saccharoses under the action of dilute sulphuric acid. 

W. R. 

On Tunicin. By Pranchimont (Compt rend., 89, 755 — 756 ). — 
By the action of sulphuric acid on tunicin or animal cellulose, Berthe- 
lot, and lately Schafer, have obtained a sugar which the author on 
examination finds to be dextrose. The difference between animal and 
vegetable cellulose is to be attributed to a difference in the manner 
in which the groups CsH^Og are connected, and not to a difference in 
the individual groups. L. T. O’S. 

Calcination of Beetroot Molasses. By 0. Vincent (Compt. 
r&nd ., 89, 788 — 790 ). — The author replies to Duvillier and Buisine’s 
remarks (ibid., 89, 48 ; this Journal, 36, 912 ), and confirms his 
previous statement that the basic products consist chiefly of ammonia 
and trimethylaminc, the amount of dimethylamine being but small. 

L. T. O’S. 

Action of Cyanamide on Dimethylamine Hydrochloride. 
By P- Tatarinoff (Oompt. rend., 89, 608 ). — As methylguanidine is 
formed by the action of cyanamide on methylamine hydrochloride, so 
dimethylguanidine is formed by the action of the same substance on 
dimethylamine hydrochloride. An alcoholic solution of the two sub- 
stances is heated for several hours at 105 — 110 °, the excess of di- 
methylamine is removed, and the dimethylguanidine separates in the 
form of the platinochloride.. Its analysis calculated accurately to 
the formula (CsHaNa.HOOaPtCh. J. W. 

CMoro-derivatives of Amines. By H. Kohler (Ber., 12, 1869 — 
1872 ). — Wurtz (Oompt. rend., 11, 810 ) and Wilm (Ber., 8, 427 ) state 
that dichlorethylamino undergoes decomposition when kept; whilst 
Tscherniak (Ber., 9, 143 ) attributes this decomposition to impurities. 
The author has prepared dichlorethylamine according to the method, 
proposed by the latter, and obtained it pure. After this preparation 
had stood some months in a stoppered bottle, the liquid had become 
solid, and amongst tho products of decomposition the following were 
observed: — Hydrochloric add, ammonium chloride, monethylamine 
hydrochloride, chloroform, acetonitril and acetic chloride. The for- 
mation of some of these compounds may be explained as follows : — 

( 1 .) CH 3 . 0 H a .H 01 a + HaO = CH 3 .COCI + HCL 
( 2 .) OH 3 .OHa.NOla = CH 3 .CN + 2H01. 

(3.) OH 3 .OH 3 .NCla + 2H01 = CH 3 .OHa.NH 3 + 201a. 

(4.) CH 3 .OH 3 .NCla + 3Cla = 00h0Ha.NH 2 + 3HCL 
(5.) CCl 3 .CH 3 .NOl 3 = CHOI* + CNC1 + HCL 

P. P. B. 
s 
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Ethylidenamine Silver Sulphate. By W, G. Mixter (Am. J. 
Sri. [3], 17, 427 — 429).— In order to prepare this compound, alde- 
hyde-ammonia is dissolved in a small quantity of water, and silver 
sulphate, in the proportion of 1 molecule to 4 molecules of aldehyde- 
ammonia, is slowly added with constant agitation ; after some hours, 
the small "black residue is filtered off, and the filtrate is loft to spon- 
taneous evaporation, when colourless transparent crystals separate, 
which give the aldohyde reaction strongly. At summer temperatures, 
tabular crystals, and at 10—15°, prismatic crystals, predominate. 

The tabular crystals, dried between blotting-paper, and then washed 
with alcohol and ether successively, gave on analysis results from 
which the author deduces the formula AgaSO^CsH* I NH)4,3H 8 0, 
whilst the elongated crystals gave results agreeing with the formula 
Ag^SO^CoH* ’ NH)i,6H 2 0. Some crystals apparently of the same 
form as the tabular crystals, gave the formula, 

Ag*S04(C*H 4 : KH) 3 ^H 3 ,3H 2 0. 

Mhylidemmine silver sulphate is soluble in water, and yields alde- 
hyde when treated with acids. The hexhydrated salt loses water more 
readily in dry air than the tribydrated. J. M. H. M. 

Bases from Fusel Oil. By H. Schrotter (Ber., 12, 1431— 
1432). — By agitating with hydrochloric acid that part of fusel oil 
(from beetroot molasses) which boils above 200°, the author has ex- 
tracted a mixture of basic bodies boiling between 180 and 230°. This 
appears to include at least two bases having the composition C 8 H 12 lsf 2 
and CioHiaNi, respectively. The first of these forms a crystalline sul- 
phate, 0 6 H l8 N 2 (H 2 S0 4 ) 2 . Their examination is not yet completed. 

Oh. B. 

Hydrazines of the Fatty Series. By E. Fischer (Amale w, 199, 
281 — 325). — The substance of this paper has appeared in the Berlchte 
from time to time and has been abstracted in this Journal. 

P-Chloropropaldehyde. By Krestownikoff (Ber. f 12, 14^7 — 
1488). — This aldehyde, formed by the union of hydrochloric acid with 
acTolexn (Ber., 10, 1104), crystallises from alcohol in long thin 
colourless needles (m. p. 34'5 — 35’5°), which decompose on keeping; 
it is sparingly soluble in water, easily in alcohol and ether, and given 
(3-chloropropionic acid when oxidised with nitric acid of 1*4 sp. gr. 

By acting on acrolein with phosphoric chloride, Geuther believed 
that he had formed acrolein chloride, and a compound of dieliloro- 
glycide and trichlorhydrin isomeric with it. Tho author, however, 
suspects that this so-called compound was in reality mtririilorhjdrin^ 
produced by the successive reactions — 

CH a : CH.CHO + PCI* = 0H S : CH.CHC1* + POCJj 
0H 2 : OH.CHCl 3 + POCI 3 + 3H 2 0 = CHaCl.0Ha.CH01* + 

H 3 PO 4 + 2 HC 1 . 

He notes that the boiling point of this compound (144—148°) is 
lower than that of trichlorhydrin, agreeing with the law that tho 
boiling points of all halogen derivatives of hydrocarbons, in which tho 
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halogen atoms are united to one carbon atom, are lower than those of 
their isomerides. 

Diehloroglycide, he considers, is formed by separation of HOI from 
this isotrichlorhydrin — 

CH a Cl.CH 2 .CHCl 2 -HCl = 02*01. CH : CHC1, 

a decomposition which may be assumed to take place in presence of 
certain bodies, although isotrichlorhydrin, when pure, may be dis- 
tilled unchanged. G-euther and Reboul state that trichlorhydrin may 
be formed by addition of HOI to the isomeric dichloroglyoides 
CHaCLCH : CHOI (b. p. 109°) and CH* : 001.0H S C1 (b. p. 9#) ; but 
this is not in harmony with the law which regulates such syntheses, 
and requires confirmation. The author thinks that these chemists really 
had to do with two isomerides of trichlorhydrin, CHaOl.CH^CHOla 
and OHs-OCla-CHaOl. Oh. B. 

0-CMorobutyraIdeliyde. By Karetnikoff (Ber., 12, 1488— 
1489). — This body is formed by the union of hydrochloric acid and 
crotonaldehyde. 

OH 3 .CH : CH.CHO + HC 1 = OH 3 .CHCLCHa.CHO, 

and yields j8-chlorobutyric acid by oxidation with nitric acid (1*4 sp. gr.) . 

From this the author infers that when addition of HOI to a mole- 
cule takes place, the chlorine unites with the atom of carbon most 
remote from the oxygenised group ; whilst the reverse occurs when a 
halogen is introduced by substitution. This generalisation is con- 
tradicted by Hemilian’s observation that a-derivatives are chiefly pro- 
duced by the union of HBr and HI with solid crotonic acid ; whilst 
Linnemann obtained ^-compounds alone by the action of haloid acids 
on aorylic aoid. The author refers these different results to differences 
of temperature. Oh. B. 

Some Reactions of Acrolein and Glycerol. By Tawildaroff 
(H er., 12, 1487). — The author cannot confirm Alsberg’s statement, 
that triethylglycerol is produced by heating acrolein with absolute 
alcohol and acetic acid. When acted on by lime, glycerol yields ace- 
tone, a compound of the formula C 6 HiaO, boiling at 160°, and gases 
containing carbon, which are not absorbed by bromine. The author 
is studying the action of zinc chloride on glycerol. Oh. B. 

Oxidation of Formic Acid and Oxalic Acid by Ammoniacal 
Cupric Oxide. By P. Cazeneuve (Butt. Boo. Ohim. [2], 32, 277 — 
278).— The author gives the first results of a research into the oxida- 
tion of the acids of the acetic series by ammoniacal cuprio oxide, a 
reagent which has already been employed by Loew for the oxidation of 
uric acid, creatinine, &o. 

Both formic and oxalic acids, when heated for five honrs at 150° 
in sealed tubes with excess of ammoniacal cupric oxide, ate com* 
pletely transformed into carbonic acid, the following equations being 
realised : — 

H.OOOH + 2CuB*O a + 2NHs = (NHOaCO, + Cu 2 0 + HaO. 

HaCaO* + 2CuHaOa + 4KB* = 2(NH 4 )aOO» + Cu a O + HaO. 

$ 2 
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If cupric oxide is not present in excess, part of tlie copper is ob- 
tained in the metallic state. J. M. H, M. 

Dry Distillation of Sodium Trichloracetate, By L. Henry 
(Ber., 12 , 1844 — 1848) .—According to tlio observations of Kolbe 
(Annalen, 49, 341), the salts of trichloracetic acid are resolved by 
distillation into chloride of the metal, carbonic oxide, and carbonic 
chloride. Besides these substances, the author has observed tbe for- 
mation of carbonic anhydride, trichloraeetyl chloride, OC1 8 .C001, and, 
as secondary products, trichloracetic acid and its anhydride. Carbon 
tetra- and hexa-chloride have also been isolated. P. P. B. 

Action of Aluminium Chloride on Acetic Chloride. By W. 
Winogbadoff (Ber., 12 , 1486—1487). — One mol. aluminium chloride 
and 4 mols. of acetic chloride react when gently heated together, 
giving off 4 mols. of hydrochloric acid and forming a solid mass. The 
hitter evolves 1 mol. of carbonic anhydride on treatment with water, 
and the distillate from the aqueous solution contains an oil lighter 
than water, which smells like acetone, and forms a crystalline com- 
pound with potassium bisulphide (bisulphite ?). The investigation is 
being continued. Ch. B. 

Characteristic Reaction of Thioglycollie Acid, By It. 
Andreasoh (Ber., 12 , 1390 — 1392). — If a drop of dilute ferric chloride 
solution is added to a slightly acidified solution of a tbioglycollate, . a 
transient indigo-blue colour appears, and on adding ammonia in 
excess, the solution takes a deep violet-red colour, which becomes more 
intense on agitating it with air, oxygen being absorbed. The colour 
disappears on standing, hut may be reproduced by shaking with air. 

If much ferric chloride is added in the first instance, and then 
ammonia in excess, the red colonr at once appears. As before, it 
gradually fades, but may be recalled by agitating it with air. These 
colour-changes may be alternately produced many times, but they 
finally cea^e when the acid is completely destroyed, and all iron is 
then precipitated as sesquioxide. 

In this reaction, amuwjiium ferrid-tliioglycollate , 

W" (S-CH^COONHOs, 

is probably first formed. On standing, this is reduced to a colourless 
ferrous compound, part of the acid being at the same time oxidised. 
Contact with air reproduces the ferric compound, which again de- 
composes, these changes continuing until all the acid has been oxidised. 
Claesson (Annalen, 187 , 120) has observed that the cupric salt of 
thioglycollie acid gradually decomposes into a cuprous salt. 

These reactions are not exhibited by the miodiglycoUic acid of 
Schultze and Wislicenus (Awnalen, 146 , 156). Ch. B. 

Decomposition of Thiohydantoin by Barium Hydrate. By 
B*. Andreasoh (Ber., 12 , 1385 — 1390). — When thiohydantoin and 
barium hydrate are boiled together in molecular proportion, decom- 

CH 2 Sv 

position ensues; a precipitate of basic lariwm thiogly collate | /Ba, 

COCK 
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falls, and the filtrate, when freed from "barium by carbonic anhydride 
and evaporated, leaves an orange residue, from .which dicyanamide 
may be extracted. The precipitate, when suspended in water and 
treated with carbonic anhydride, is converted into the soluble normal 
barium thioglycollate (HS.0H 2 .00O) 2 Ba ; and a solution of the latter, 
treated with mercuric chloride as long as the precipitate formed is re- 
dissolved, yields the characteristic mercury salt, Hg(S.CH 3 .COOH) 3 , 
described by Claesson. Thioglycollic acid was discovered by Carins 
( Annalen 9 124, 43), and further studied by Heintz (ibid., 136, 223), 
Wislicenus (ibid., 146, 145), Claesson (ibid., 187, 113), and others. 

The author considers that dicyanamide is not directly formed from 
thiohydantoxn, but is produced by the action of the alkali on cyan- 
amide. He represents the reaction as occurring in three stages, in the 
first of which barium thiohydantomate is formed. This is subse- 
quently converted into barium cyamidoacetate by removal of H a S ; and 
the latter finally decomposed into cyanamide and barium thioglycollate. 

NH CH 

(1.) CS<f I * + baOH = WHa.OS.NH.OH 2 .OOOba. 

\NH.CO 

(2.) NHj.CS.NH.OH s .COOba + baOH = baSH + H 2 0 + 

CN.NH.CH i .COOba. 

(3.) CN.NH.CH 2 .COOba + baSH = ONJSTJB, + baSOH a .COOba. 

This experiment explains why all attempts have fadled to convert 
thiohydantoin into glycolyl-cyanamide by the action of alkalis. 

Ch. B. 

Spontaneous Oxidation of Nitrolaetie Acid.’ By L. Henry 
(P er., 12, 1837 — 1838). — NTitrolactic acid on keeping is resolved into 
oxalic and hydrocyanic acids and water, thus : CH-,.CH(N0 3 ).C00H 
= C2O4H3 + HCN + H a O. Light appears to influence this decom- 
position. P. P. B. 

Seduction of Carbon Dioxide by Phosphorus at the Ordi- 
nary Temperature. By A. B. Leeds (Per., 12, 1834 — 1836).— 
The author has observed the formation of carbon oxide and small 
quantities of phosphoretted hydrogen when phosphorus partially 
covered with water stands for some timo in an atmosphere of carbonic 
anhydride. He expresses the change by the equation, 6P + 5C0* + 
3H S 0 = P1O5 + P*0 3 4- 2PH S + 5CO. P. P. B. 

Oxidation of Carbon Oxide by Moist Air in Presence of 
Phosphorus at the Ordinary Temperature. By A. B. Leeds 
(Per., 12, 1836). — The author finds that carbon dioxide is formed 
when carbon oxide and air are allowed to- stand in contact with moist 
phosphorus for some time. P. P. B. 

Decomposition of Mesoxalic Acid by Sulphuretted Hydro- 
gen. By 0. Bottikger (Per., 12, 1956 — 1968). — Thioglycollic and 
thiodiglycollic acids are obtained, together with a little oxalic acid, 
when sulphuretted hydrogen is passed for many hours through a 
dilute aqueous solution of mesoxalic acid previously treated with silver 
oxide. T, 0. 
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Homoitaeonle Acid. By Markownikoff and Kbbstownikoff 
(Ber., 12, 1489). — By adding sodium ethylate or methylate, dried at 
200°, to •warm ethyl a-chloropropionate, the authors obtained alcohol, 
ethylic ethyllactate, and an ethoreal salt which by saponification 
yielded a crystalline dibasic acid, C 6 H 8 0 4 (m. p. 170 — 1/1°). The 
ethereal salt is thus produced : — 

2CMeHCl.COOEt + 2EtONa = CGOEt.CMe : OMe.OOOEt + 
2NaCl + 2EtOH. 

The acid is therefore unsaturated, and related to adipic acid as 
itaconic is to pyrotartrio acid. Hitherto the authors have not succeeded 
in combining it either with halogens or with haloid acids. The acid 
may therefore contain a closed chain — 


COOH. 


CHs.OH.COOH 

Ah.ch*. 


Oh. B. 


New Method of Preparing Thiodilactic Acid. By C. Bor- 
iiNGER ( Ber ,, 12, 1425 — 1426). — In his former papers (Annalm, 188 
and 196) the author described the preparation of thiodilactic acid 
from pyroracemio acid (by the action of silver oxide and hydrogen sul- 
phide), and from a-chloropropionic acid. He finds that it may also 
be obtained by treating pyroracemio acid in strongly alkaline solution 
with hydrogen sulphide for a long time. On acidifying, shaking with 
ether, dissolving the ethereal extract in water, and evaporating, the 
acid is obtained as an uncrystallisable bright-yellow syrup. Its 
identity was established by the analysis of its barium salt, and by 
converting it into thielactic acid. Clx. B. 


Influence of Nitro- and Amxdo- Groups on a Sulphonic 
Group entering the Benaene Molecule, By J. Post (Ber., 12, 
1460 — 1462). — It has already been observed by the author that the 
same bodies are produced by sulphating ortho- and para-amidophenol 
(Ber., 6, 397), and orthobromamidobeuzene (ibid., 8, 1557), as by 
sulphating and subsequently reducing the corresponding nitro-deriva- 
tives. In each of these cases, the molecule contained a negative group 
(OH or Br) besides the nitrogen group ; but in experiments which the 
author has since made with nitro- amido- and di ami do- beu zenos (mota- 
and ortho-), in which the second radicle is •positive, similar results 
were obtained, the same diamidobenzene-sul phonic acid being produoed 
from corresponding nitro- and amido-oompounds. Those experiments, 
as well as others with corresponding phenols, are as yet incomplete. 

Htibner explains these phenomena by supposing that when an 
amido-compound is sulphated, the NH 2 group, by its union with sul- 
phuric acid, acquires negative properties, and henceforth acts like a 
nitro-group. To test this theory the author has repeated the experi- 
ments of rneyer and Stiiber (Annalen, 165, 165) and of Limpricht 
(ibid., 177, 794). According to these, on sulphating either nitroben- 
zene or aniline, the three possible isomeric acids are produoed, but one 
of them always predominates. By reducing the monosulphonic acid 
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most abundantly formed from nitrobenzene, an acid is obtained 
different from sulpbanilic acid, tbe principal product from anilin e. 
Sulphanilic acid, on the other hand, corresponds to Limpricht’s 6-nitro - 
b enzenesul phonic acid , produced in relatively small quantity from nitro- 
benzene. The author completely confirms these results. He finds 
that nitrobenzene yields 78 6 per cent, of a-nibrobmzenesidplionic acid , 
whilst aniline yields 55*2 per cent, of sulphanilic acid. The acids 
were prepared and purified by well-known methods. 

Hubner’s theory, although not contradicted by these results, is not 
confirmed by them. Oh. B. 

Compounds of Benzotriehloride with Phenol and Tertiary 
Aromatic Bases. By 0. Doebner (Ber., 12, 1462 — 1468). — In his 
first communication on this subject (Ber., 11, 1236), the author de- 
scribed the remarkable colouring matters produced by the action of 
benzotriehloride, CflHg.CCl,, on phenols and tertiary aromatic bases, and 
concluded that they are all of the same type, i.e., derivatives of tri- 
phenylmethane or of its homologues. Malachite-green, C 32 H 3 JN 2 , for 
example (the basic colouring matters are all green) is formed by the 
union of 1 mol. of benzotriehloride and 2 mols. of dimethylaniline with 
elimination of 3 mols. of HOI. Here the author seeks to ascertain the 
constitution of the red colouring matter from phenols, benzaurin . 

When 1 mol. of benzotriehloride and 2 mols. of phenol are gently 
heated in an open dish, streams of hydrochloric acid are evolved. The 
reaction being completed on the water-bath, the red mass is freed from 
phenol by steam, and heated repeatedly with hydrogen-sodium sulphite 
solution, which dissolves out the red colouring matter, leaving a pale 
tenacious resin. By boiling the solution with hydrochloric acid, the 
colouring matter is precipitated in hard, metallic, red crusts. It is 
slightly soluble in water, easily in alcohol, ether, and glacial acetic 
acid, less easily in benzene. It forms violet-red solutions in alkalis, 
which become colourless on exposure to air. The colour of these 
alkaline solutions cannot be fixed, but the free compound dyes a 
golden-yeUow. It melts a little above 100°, and decomposes at a 
higher temperature. 

Since the colouring matter could not be obtained in a crystalline 
form, it was reduced in alcoholic solution with zinc and hydrochloric 
acid. A crystalline leuco-compound, insoluble in water, but crystal- 
lisable from alcohol, was thus obtained. It forms brilliant pale-yellow 
needles, which dissolve without colour in alkalis and are reprecipitated 
by acids. It is easily soluble in alcohol, ether, and acetic acid. It has 
the composition OiaHwO®, and is therefore formed from the colouring 
matter O^HuO* by fixation of two atoms of hydrogen. Heated above 
its. melting point in contact with air, it becomes red-coloured, and then 
yields fuchsin-cobured solutions with alkalis. Potassium^ dichromate 
and acetic acid partially oxidise it to the original colouring matter ; 
but potassium f erricyanide converts it into a body like cedriret, insoluble 
in alkalis. The relation between the colouring matter and its leuco- 
compound is the same as that between malachite-green and its leuco- 
componnd, or between rosolic and leucorosolic adds. Although the 
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number of OH groups in the molecule of the leuco-compound has not 
been determined, the latter doubtless has the constitution — 
C 6 H 6 .0H(C fl H4.0H) 2 . 

It will probably be formed by the action of benzal-chloride or benz- 
aldehyde on phenoL 

The colouring matter combines directly with acetic anhydride on 
heating, producing a colourless body, C19H14O2 + AcjO (m. p. 119°), 
which is slightly decomposed by boiling with water, slowly by alkalis, 
but rapidly by strong oil of vitriol. Fusing potash decomposes it, with 
evolution of benzene. On dissolving the fused mass in water, and 
acidifying, crystals of Staedel’s dihydroxybenzophenone , C0(CeH4.0H)2 
(Annalen, 194 , 335), are obtained. This body has also been obtainod 
by the decomposition of aurin ( JBer ., 11 , 1348), and of phenolphtJialem 
(ibid., 11 , 1299). From the filtrate jparahydroxylenzoic acid and phenol 
may be extracted. The decompositions are represented by the equa- 
tions : — 

C19H14O2 + HjO = C^HioOs + CflHe 

C19H14O2 4- 2H a O =: OvEieO^ OaHflO 4" CeHg. 

Reviewing these facts, the author concludes that the colouring 
matter is produced according to the equation — 

CyEtgCla 4* SCgHgO = C19H14O2 4“ 8HG1, 
and that it and its acetyl compound have the constitutions — 

fCWXBT fC 6 H4 0H. 

CsHg. C 8 H4. and CgH^ C 8 B^O.£c, 

^ [O.Ac 

also assigned to them by Graebe and Caro ( B&r ., 11 , 1351). Triphenyl- 
methane and the leuco-compounds of malachite-green and of the 
phenol colouring matter are thus related : — 

CPhHCCgH*),. CPhH(C ft H4NMe 2 ) 2 . CPhH(C fl H4.0H) 2 . 

The colouring matters are anhydrides of similar derivatives of tri- 
phenyl carbinol — 

f CgHft r CeHiMe, r o fl H*on 

Ph.C^ C 8 H fi PLC^ CgHiNMe Ph.O^ C 6 H4 0 H 

Ioh Lohhoh, I- oh • 

Benzo-trichloride seems also capable of reacting with only two 
molecules of benzene in presence of metallic chlorides, producing only 
triphenylmethane in small quantity, but no tetraphenylmethane. 

Oh. B. 

Separation of Orthoxylene from its Isomerides. By 
Wboblewsky (Ber., 12 , 1487). — This is effected by means of its 
acetyl-derivative. No details are given of the method. Oh, B. 

A nilin e Dithionate. By Maltschewsky (Per,, 12 , 1487), — This 
salt is formed by mixing aqneous solutions of aniline sulphate and 
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barium dithionate. It may be precipitated by ether from an alcoholic 
(98 per cent.) solution in almost colourless needles, which resinify and 
become brown on exposure to air, giving off sulphurous anhydride. 
It is soluble in water and alcohol, but not in ether. At 74° it decom- 
poses, without melting* into aniline sulphate and sulphurous anhy- 
dride. Ch. B. 


. Amines Corresponding with a-Toluic Alcohol. By P. Sptca 
( Oazzetta , 9, 555 — 569). — Benzyl chloride, prepared from toluene and 
boiling at 227 — 230°, when dissolved in alcohol and treated with zinc 
and hydrochloric acid at a gentle heat is very slowly reduced, ten days 
being required for the completion of the reaction when 10 grams of 
the cyanide is employed. After removal of the alcohol by evapora- 
tion, the product is mixed with excess of soda, and the bases thus set 
free are extracted with ether in the usual way. On agitating the 
ethereal solution with dilute hydrochloric acid, white micaceous 
plates make their appearance in the ether; these are identical in 
every respect with the dijphenylethylamine hydrochloride — 

(Ph.CH a 0H 8 )JSrH.H01, 

described by Pileti and Piccini (this Journal, 36, 922, and Oaz ., 9, 
294), the crystals melt at 260° if the temperature be slowly raised, 
but at 265° if heated quickly. The platinocliloride forms yellow crys- 
tals, moderately soluble in water. The dilute acid separated from the 
supernatant layer of ether, and evaporated to dryness, leaves a crys- 
talline residue, a portion of which is soluble in absolute alcohol, and 
a portion insoluble, the latter being ammonium chloride. By evapo- 
rating the alcoholic solution, treating the hydrochlorides with soda and 
ether, and the ethereal solution with hydrochloric acid, a further 
portion of the diphenyl ethylamine hydrochloride may be separated, 
and by a long series of fractionations on the residues, small quantities 
of two other hydrochlorides may be isolated, the one melting at 217°, 
and identical with Fileti’s monophmylethylcmine hydrochloride — 

Ph.OH 2 .CH s .NH 3 .HCl 

(this Journal, 36, 719, and Oaz 8 , 446), whilst the other (nun. 137 — 
138°) is triphenylethylamne hydrochloride (Ph.CH 2 .CH 3 ) 3 N.HCl. It 
crystallises in long slender iridescent needles, sparingly soluble in 
water, easily in alcohol or chloroform, moderately in benzene, and but 
very slightly in ether. By spontaneous evaporation of its solution in 
dilute alcohol, it is sometimes obtained in long, hard, transparent 
prisms, which probably contain water of crystallisation, as they effloresce 
in a vacuum. 

Prom these results, it *is evident that the reaction is not merely the 
simple one expressed by the equation Ph.OBE 2 .OH + 2N 3 = 
Ph.CH 2 .CH 2 .NH 2 , but that the phenylethylamine as soon as it is 
formed takes part in the reaction, thus — 

Ph.CH 2 .CH 2 .NH 2 4- Ph.CH 2 .CN + 2H a » (PLOH 2 .CH 2 )alifHi-NH 8 , 

and that the diphenylethylamine then yields triphenylamine by a 
similar reaction. 
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When the oily product, obtained on passing hydrogen sulphide for 
some time through an alcoholic solution of benzyl chloride and adding 
water, is reduced with zinc and sulphuric acid and treated exactly in 
the manner previously described for benzyl cyanide, the hydro- 
chlorides of mono- and di-phenylethylamine are formed besides some 
ammonium hydrochloride, but no triphenylethylamine salt. The fact 
that the tertiary amine is not formed in this reaction may be explained 
by a consideration of the different manner in which the nitrogen and 
carbon in the thioamide (produced by the action of the hydrogen sul- 
phide on the nitrile), and in the nitrile are united thus : — an< ^ 
— C :N. With the thioamide the action of the nascent hydrogen 
tends to produce the monamiue Ph.CHs.C^^ , by displacement of 

the sulphur by hydrogen, and it is not improbable that the presence of 
the small quantity of diphenylethylamine observed is due to un- 
altered benzyl cyanide in the crude thioamide. 

Monophenylethylamine, Ph.CH 2 .OH 2 .NH 2 , obtained by the decompo- 
sition of the hydrochloride with potash and extraction with ether, is a 
colourless liquid somewhat lighter than water, and boiling at 193° 
under a pressure of 757'8 mm. (corr. to 0°). It is easily soluble in 
alcohol or ether, and sparingly in water, to which it communicates a 
strongly alkaline reaction. The free base rapidly absorbs carbonic 
anhydride from the air, and becomes converted into a crystalline mass 
of the carbonate. Bemthsen (Annalen, 184, 307) states that the 
base crystallises in small plates, but it is not improbable that it was 
really the carbonate which he was examining. 

Diphenylethylamine , (Ph.CH 2 .CH 2 ) 2 NH, is a colourless liquid 
(b.p. 335 — 337° at 603 mm.), somewhat heavier than water. It is 
soluble in alcohol and in ether, but only very sparingly in water. It 
combines readily with acids, but does not appear to absorb carbonic 
anhydride from the air. 

Triphenylethylamine , (Ph.CH^CH^aN, is an oily body, soluble in 
ether, alcohol, and chloroform, but almost insoluble in water. The 
quantity obtained was too small to determine its boilmg point. 

Moiiqphenylcthylcarbamtde , N H 2 .CO .NH(CH 2 .CH2P1i) , prepared by 
mixing hot solutions of potassium cyanate and monophenylethylamine 
hydrochloride and boiling for a few minutes, crystallises flora its alco- 
holic solution in long flat prisms (m.p. 112°). It is very soluble in 
alcohol and in hot water, moderately so in cold water. 

P-Diphenylethyharbamide, NHa.CO.N(OH 2 .CHJPh) 2 , obtained from 
diphenylethylamine hydrochloride in a similar manner to the corre- 
sponding monophenyl compounds, crystallises from boiling water in 
tofts of long slender prisms (m.p. 108 — 109°). It is easily soluble in 
alcohol and in hot water, sparingly soluble in cold water. 

The corresponding thiocarbamides were also prepared, but the 
quantities of material at the author’s disposal were too small to 
enable him to examine them carefully. 0. E. G. 

Ethyl Derivatives of Phenylhydrazine. By E. Fischer and 
W. Ehrhard (Annal&n, 199, 325 — 332). — -The mixture of volatile 
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“bases which are produced, together with diothylphenylazomum 
bromide, PhJN*H.jBijjBr, by the action of ethyl broxnido on phony 1- 
hydrazine contains symmetrical and ansymmetricftl othylphonyl- 
hydrazine, and a series of more highly ethylated derivatives. 

In order to isolate the symmetrical ethylphenylhydrasrino or 
hydrazo-phenylethyl, the following process was adopted Ethyl 
bromide and phenylhydrazine are heated together in a flask pro- 
vided with an upright condenser until the mixture solidifies; tho 
product is dissolved in water, and the excess of ethyl bromide distilled 
off. A small quantity of soda is added and tho solution extracted with 
ether. On the addition of a concentrated solution of soda to the alka- 
line liquid, diethylphenylazonium bromide is deposited as a white 
crystalline mass. The ethereal extract is evaporated to dryness, and 
the unaltered phenylhydrazine removed from the residue by treat- 
ment with strong hydrochloric acid. After the addition of soda to the 
filtrate, it is shaken up with ether and an excess of yellow mercuric 
oxide is added to the ethereal solution. This reagent converts the 
nnsymmetrical ethylphenylhydrazine into a non-volatile tetrazono, 
and the symmetrical into a volatile azo-oompound, PhN I NEt. After 
treatment with dilute (6 per cent.) hydrochloric acid, the ethereal liquid 
is evaporated, when diethylphenyltetrazone, PhEtNT.NT I N.NTEtPh, is 
deposited in white monoclinic prisms, m.p. 108°. The mother-liquor 
is warmed with dilute sulphuric acid (to decompose any tetrazone 'con- 
tained in it), diluted with water, and extracted with ether. 

By distilling in a current of steam the residue which is left on 
evaporating the ether, azophenylethyl , PhNjEt, is obtained. The first 
portion of the distillate is pure, the later portion must be purified 
by treatment with dilute acids. The azo-compound is a pale yellow 
oil lighter than water. It boils between 175 and 185° with partial 
decomposition, and decomposes slowly on exposure to the air. It is freely 
soluble in alcohol, ether, and benzene, and in concentrated acids, and 
is rapidly attacked by reducing agents. By the action of sodium 
amalgam on the alcoholic solution, it yields hydrazophenyletkyl, 
Ph.NTH.NTH.Et, which may be extracted with ether after diluting the 
mixture with water. The crude product is purified by precipitation as 
the acid oxalate, OsHiaNa-CjjHaO*. 

By decomposing the oxalate with an alkali, the free base is obtained 
as a colourless oil, soluble in alcohol, ether, and benzene. It distils 
without decomposition. Bebling s solution, mercuric oxide, nitrous 
acid, and even exposure to the atmosphere convert it in to the azo- 
compound. It is decomposed by the action of zinc and acetic acid, 
forming ethylamine and aniline. 

Oxidation of Phenylhydrazine by Mercuric Oxide . — In the decompo- 
sition of phenylhydrazine by Fehling’s solution, nitrogen, benzene, 
and aniline are formed (Ann., 190, 101) ; if mercuric oxide is substi- 
tuted as the oxidising agent considerable quantities of mercury 
diphenyl are produced in addition to the above products of decomposi- 
tion. Pour grams of mercury diphenyl were obtained from 10 grams 
of the base. W. 0. W, 

Synthesis of Substituted Guanidines. By E. Eblenmeteb 
(Per., 12, 1984 — 1985). — A claim of priority. 
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Orthotoluidme- Guanidines and their Cyanogen-Derivatives. 

By F. Berger (Ber., 12, 1854—1860). — Di-orthotolylthiocarbamide , 
CS(NH.C 7 H 7 ) 2 , was prepared by acting with carbon bisulphide on an 
alcoholic solution of orthotoluidine in presence of an alkali. It is 
insoluble in ether and water, but dissolves freely in hot benzene, 
acetic acid, and alcohol, from which it crystallises in long needles. 
The author finds its melting point to be 158* (uncor.), and not 165° as 
stated by Girard (Ber., 5, 985). 

Diorbhotolylguamdme , NH *. C(NH.C 7 H 7 )a, is obtained by the action 
of lead acetate on an alkaline solution of the above carbamide, ammonia 
gas being at the same time passed into the solution. On adding alkalis 
to the hydrochloric acid solution, a white curdy precipitate is thrown 
down, which, after crystallisation from alcohol, melts at 179°. It forms 
well crystallised salts, and a platinochloride, (C ls H 17 I^ 6 .HCl)PtCl 4 , 
which is of a bright yellow powder, insoluble in the ordinary solvents. 

Dwyaiiodwrthotolylguanidine , NH I C(NHC 7 H 7 )2 + 2CN, is obtained 
by passing cyanogen into the ethereal solution of the above guanidine ; 
it separates out in small, needle-shaped crystals ; easily soluble in alco- 
hol and benzene : when heated, it becomes brown at 160°, and melts 
at 173*5 — 174*5° to a dark brown resinous mass. 

i^Me.CeHtCO 

BioTthotolyloxalylguanidine } NH I I , is formed when 

. • ^NMe.CaHiCO 

hydrochloric acid is added to the dicyanogen compound ; it separates 
out in greenish flocks, which, when crystallised from alcohol, form 
long, white branching needles, m.p. 206 — 207*5°. Ammonia is formed 
at the same time. By boiling the alcoholic solution with concentrated 
hydrochloric acid, it is converted into diorthotolylparabanic acid, 
C 17 H u N 2 0 8 ; it crystallises from alcohol in small white, branching 
needles, m.p. 202*5 — 203*5°. It is insoluble in water, sparingly in cold, 
but more soluble in hot alcohol, soluble in glacial acetic acid and 
carbon bisulphide, from the last solution it separates needles united in 
rosette-like groups. From an examination of the mother-liquors, it 
appears that ammonia, oxalic acid, and diorthotolylguanidine are 
formed. 


Tnorthotolylgumidim , (0 5 H 4 Me.OTJ) 2 C *. KC«HiMe, obtained by treat- 
ing an alcoholic solution of diorthotolylthiocarbamide with lead oxide 
in presence of orthotoluidine. It crystallises from alcohol in leaflets, 
or microscopic prisms, melting at 130 — 131°. Its platinochloride, 
(C»H^ 3 HCi) 3 PtCl 4 , is a bright yellow, fine powder ; and from alcohol, 
it crystallises in tufts of prisms. 

The a-dicyano- derivative, -f 2 ON, has been obtained from 

the triorthotolylguanidine by evaporating its ethereal solutions, as a 
crust consisting of rounded masses formed of yellow needles, m.p. 141°; 
when treated withhydrochloric acid, it yields triorthotolybxalylguanidine , 
OaiH^NaOa, crystallising in yellow rhombic plates, m.p. 179. In the 
preparation of this body, the formation of scarlet needles was observed, 
the nature of which is doubtful, but they may be the hydrochloride of 
0-dicyantriorthotolylguanidine. This oxalyl-derivative, when boiled 
with hydrochloric acid for a long time, yields the diorthotolylpara- 
banic acid. 
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By heating orthotoluidine hydrochloride with cyanamide in sealed 
tubes at 100° for some hours, diorthotolylcarbamide is obtained ; it is 
insoluble in ether and water, and but sparingly in hot alcohol, from 
which it separates in light violet coloured needles, m p. 252° (uucorr.). 
It is identical with the body obtained by Lachmann (Per., 12, 1350), 
by the decomposition of diocyanorthotolylchloride. By continued 
action of potash at 150 — 160° it is resplved into carbonic anhydride 
and orthotoluidine. 

In conclusion, the author states that the dinaphthylthiocarbamide 
described by Delbos (Annalen, 64, 371) and Schiff (/. pr . Ohem ., 70, 
271, and 71, 109), melts at 197 — 198° (uncorr.), and is sparingly 
soluble in hot alcohol and hot glacial acetic acid. The attempts to pre- 
pare guanidine derivatives from this compound have not been successful. 

P. P. B. 


Carbamides Derived from the Isomeric Toluidines. By J. 
Cosaok (Per., 12, 1449 — 1450). — The following have been prepared by 
the author : — 

Paratohflcarbamide , C O (NH 2 ) NH. C 7 H 7 , from potassium cyanate and 
paratoluidine hydrochloride. Crystallises in thick needles ; m. p. 172°. 
Already prepared by Sell (Annalen, 126, 158). 

Metatolyl carbamide, prepared in a similar manner, crystallises from 
water in plates ; m. p. 142°. 

Metaditohjlcarbamide, CO(NH.C 7 H 7 ) 2 , from metatoluidine and ethyl 
chlorocarbonate, 2C 7 H 7 .NH a + COClEt = CO(NH.C 7 H 7 ) 3 + EtOH 
+ HC1 ; crystallises from hot alcohol in brilliant colourless needles ; 
m. p. 217°. 

Ortliotohjlur ethane , CO(OEt)NH.C 7 H 7 , from orthotoluidine and ethyl 
chlorocarbonate. Crystallises from light petroleum in colourless tables ; 
m. p. 42°. Described by Lachmann and by Merz (Per., 6, 444). 

Ch. B. 


Action of Oxalic Acid on Carbazol. By W. Stupa (Per. 12, 
1403-^1406). —When carbazol is fused with ten to twelve times its 
weight of oxalic acid, the mixture becomes intensely blue; and by 
washing it with hot water and benzene, and extracting with hot alcohol, 
a blue substance may be obtained in microscopic crystals which show 
a coppery lustre when rubbed. This body has the composition 
CxaHiNTO, and is formed according to the equation — 


C^HglSr + C 2 II 3 O 4 ss CujHfllSrO + CO 2 4* H#0* 


It is insoluble in water, benzene, and petroleum ether, but soluble in 
alcohol and glacial acetic acid. Its solution in alcohol is precipitated 
by platinic chloride. Alkalis dissolve it, forming colourless solutions. 
Cold sulphuric acid also dissolves it : nitric acid colours it brown, and 
on heating dissolves it with carmine-red colour. Nitrous anhydride 
throws down a green precipitate from its solution in acetic acid. 

Judging by its reactions and mode of formation, this body is best 
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regarded as an int&nial anhydride of ortliamidojphmylbenzaic acid , 
CeH^CO 

i l . Under the influence of various reagents it assimilates the 

elements of water, giving derivatives of the acid, 

NH 2 .C 6 H4.0 6 H4.000H. 

Thns alcohol precipitates the salt CwHiflUOaK from its solution 
in potash. Bromine converts it into a derivative, CisHeBrshTC^, and 
warm nitric acid converts it into a mixture of a dinitro- and a tetra- 
nitro - compound, and C j (NO 2) iH0 2 . Acetic 

anhydride, however, converts it into an insoluble compound, 

CiaHsAcNO. 

When separated from its alkaline compounds, this body again 
parts with the elements of water just as isatic acid passes into isatin 
when set free from its salts. Oh. B, 

Bromoxyl Derivatives of Benzene. By R Benedict (Armalen, 
199, 127 — 138 ). — Tribromophenol bromide, C 6 H 2 Br,.OBr, is obtained 
by the action of excess of bromine- water on a dilute aqueous solution 
of phenol or salicylic acid (1 in 1,000) as a heavy yellow precipitate. 
As it is decomposed by alcohol, it must be purified by recrystallisation 
from boiling chloroform or carbon bisulphide. In this way, it is 
obtained in lustrous lemon-coloured plates which melt at 118° and 
decompose at 125°. The crystals are insoluble in ether and in water, 
they undergo no change on boiling with ammonia or with fixed alkalis. 
Tribromophenol bromide is converted into bromopicrin and picric acid 
by boiling with nitric acid, and is changed into tribromophenol by the 
action of warm alcohol. Tribromophenol is also produced when tri- 
bromophenol bromide is treated with tin and hydrochloric acid. Tri- 
bromophenol bromide dissolves in aniline with liberation of heat : on 
pouring the product of the reaction into a dilute solution of soda, and 
extracting with ether, tribromaniline is obtained, and tribromophenol 
remains in the alkaline aqueous solution. Tribromophenol bromide 
is transformed into tetrabromophenol (m. p 109°) when heated with 
sulphuric add. By the action of heat alone, the phenol bromide 
loses an atom of bromine and leaves a resinous-looking substance 
which is probably hexabromophenoquinone, O6Br3H3O.OO0Br.jH3, but 
has not yet been obtained in the pure state. The author also points 
out that the chemical properties of pentabromoresorcinol may be best 
explained by the assumption that this substance is tribromoresorcinol 
bromide, 0 6 Br3H(OBr) a . W. 0. W. 

Products of the Oxidation of the Ethers of Thymol. By E. 
Pate and F. Canzoneei {QazzeUa. 9, 455 — 462). This paper gives 
the results obtained on treating the methyl and ethyl ethers of natural 
and of artificial thymol with dilute nitric acid. 

When the methyl ether of natural thymol, CgHaMe^jHi) OMe, is 
digested with dilute nitric acid (1 : 4) for several days, it is converted 
inti) a colourless crystalline substance which on analysis was found to 
be a methoxynitrotolmc arid, C 6 H 2 (N0 2 )Me(Me0).C00H. It forms 
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very slender needles (m. p. 173 — 175°), very soluble in alcohol, ether, 
or benzene. Its barium salt may be obtained in straw-coloured crystals 
containing 2 mols. H a O. Besides this, small quantities of methyl- 
metahomosalicylic and methoxyterephthalic acids seem to be formed. 
The corresponding ethyl compound of thymol (b.p. 227*8 at 756*7 mm.), 
when oxidised in a similar manner, yields ethoaaynitrotolaic acid in long 
silky needles (m. p. 161 — 162°), ethoxytoluic add , CeH 3 Me(EtO).COOH 
in minute quantity, and a third acid melting at 252 — 253°, and having 
all the characters of ethoxyterephthalic acid. From these experiments, 
taken in conjunction with the known difficulty of oxidising thymol by 
means of chromic mixture ( Qazzetta , 5, 13), it would seem that the 
action of nitric acid first produces a nitro-derivative, which, being 
more easily oxidisable, is converted into the methoxy- or ethoxy- 
nitrotoluic acid. 

The methyl ether of artificial camphothymol, when treated with dilute 
nitric acid in the manner above described, yields methoxyterephthalic 
add > C6H 8 (MeO)(COOH) 8 . It is a white crystalline powder consist- 
ing of minute prisms (m. p. 274 — 275°), only very sparingly soluble 
even in boiling water, but easily in alcohol : it is probably identical 
with SchalTs acid (Ber., 12, 828). The ethyl ether of camphothymol , 
CsHjMe^sHO.OEt, prepared by treating the thymol with ethyl iodide 
and alcoholic potash in the usual way, is a colourless, transparent 
liquid of aromatic odour, and lighter than water. Its boiling point at 
656*58 mm. is 2*28° ° (corr.), being almost identical with that of the 
corresponding derivative from natural thymol. When oxidised it 
yields ethoxyterephthalic add in stellate clusters of minute white 
crystals. The acid melts at 253 — 254°, is almost insoluble in cold 
water, very sparingly soluble in ether or benzene, and but moderately 
soluble in alcohol. 

It would seem that the synthetical thymol is more readily oxidised 
than the natural, and from this the author infers that in the synthetical 
camphothymol [CH 3 : OCH s : C3H7 = 1:2:4], whilst in the natural 
thymol it is [CH } : OCH 3 : 0 3 H r =1:3:4]. Attention is also drawn 
to the fact that the melting points of the mei7wajy-acids is higher than 
that of the corresponding ethoxy- acids. 0. E. G. 

Formula of (Juinliydrone. By R. Nietzkt (Ber., 12, 1978—1988). 
— -A reply to Wichelhaus’s remarks (Ber,, 12, 1500) on a previous com- 
munication of the author. The latter still maintains the correctness 
of his formula, O12H10O4, for quinhydrone, and of his method for 
determining the amount of sulphurous acid necessary to convert a 
given weight of quinhydrone into hydroquinone, and thus settling the 
formula of the former compound. From an application of the same 
process to phenoquinone, he concludes that the latter is 0 18 H 16 0i. From 
these facts it would appear that quinone can unite with 2 mols. of a 
monatomic, or 1 moL of a diatomic phenol. This is confirmed by tbe 
formation of a compound of quinone when resorcin and quinone in 
equal molecules are dissolved in warm benzene ; if an excess of either 
be present it remains unacted on. Resoquinone, C12H10O4, consists of 
almost black, dark red needles (m. p. about 90°) ; it is moderately 
soluble in alcohol and water, but less easily in cold benzene. 


T. 0. 
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Amidomethylenecateehols. By 0. Hessb (Anmcden, 19S, 341 
— 343). — Amidomethylmecatechol hydrochloride , C7H 6 (KH 2 )02, is ob- 
tained in white crystals freely soluble in water and in alcohol, by 
the action of tin and hydrochloric acid on nitromethylenecatecbol 
or on nitropiperonylic acid. In the latter case the following reaction 
takes place : — CaH 5 ( 1 ^ 02)04 *4* 3Hjj = C 7 H5(NH2)02 + 2 H 2 O + CO®. 
The aqueous solution of the hydrochloride gives a cherry-red colora- 
tion with ferric chloride, a precipitate and a blue coloration with excess 
of silver nitrate, and a purple coloration with chloride of gold. Plati- 
num chloride throws down a pale-yellow crystalline precipitate. 

The free base is an oily liquid soluble in ether, alcohol, and chloro- 
form. The oxalate and sulphate form needle-shaped crystals soluble 
in water. 

The dinitromethylenecatechol, obtained as a bye-product in the 
nitration of piperonylio acid (Arm., 199, 75), yields a diamido-deriva- 
tive on reduction. The hydrochloride of this base crystallises in white 
plates, which dissolve in strong sulphuric acid ; on the addition of 
water the solution is coloured blue. 

The aqueous solution of the hydrochloride is coloured green by 
ferric chloride, and reddish-brown by platinum chloride. The free 
base has not been obtained in the pure state. W. C. W. 

Behaviour of Haematoxylin on Destructive Distillation. By 
R. Mbteb ( JBer ., 12, 1392 — 1393). — Baeyer has already pointed out 
the analogy between gallem (the phtkalem of pyrogailol) and the 
colouring matters brasilin and hasmatoxylin. The composition of 
brasilin, GuHuOs, and the fact that on destructive distillation it yields 
resorcinol, without a trace of pyrogailol, would point to its being a 
resorcinol-siiccinein isomeric with that artificially prepared by Baeyer. 
Hamatoxylin, CieHuOe, may then be a mixed succinein of pyrogailol 
and resorcinol ; and the author has found that on destructive distilla- 
tion it actually yields a mixture of these two phenols, easily recognised 
and separated as galle'in and fluorescein. This view of the constitu- 
tion of the two colouring matters does not account for the oxistenco 
of the hexacetyl-hmmatoxylin described by Reim, and the tetracetyl- 
brasilin described by Liebermann and Burg. Both bodies require 
further examination. Oh. j3. 

MethylpyrogaHol Acid and the Formation of Pittacal. By 
A. W. Hofmann (Ber., 12, 1371 — 1385). — Prom former experiments 
(Her., 11, 329 and 1455) the author concluded that the colouring 
matters cedriret and pittacal, discovered by Reichenbach, were both 
derivatives of the dimethyl ether of pyrogailol. Pittacal, he found, 
was formed when the crude liquid dimethyl pyrogallate from beoch- 
wood tar was heated with caustic alkali and carbon sesquichloride. 
The two latter reagents when heated together yield oxalic acid, and it 
was therefore conjectured that pittacal was formed by the action of 
this acid on the pyrogallate, Just as rosolic acid is formed by heating 
oxalic acid with phenol. Pittacal has in fact the composition of a 
hexamethoxylated rosolic acid, Ci e H s (0Me) 6 0, ; and this view of its 
constitution harmonises with the observations of Liebermann (Ber., 9, 
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334), who describes it under the name Ewpittone. It has since been 
observed by the author, however, that neither of the two dimethyl- 
pyrogallic ethers extracted from beech- wood tar (by a process not yet 
published) yields any trace of pittacal by the above process. He also 
found that the crude ether when mixed with alkali and exposed to air, 
or better, heated in contact with it, yielded the blue colouring matter 
without the addition of any carbonaceous substance. The formation 
of pittacal must therefore be due to the presence of some third sub- 
stance contained in the crude ether, which, bearing in mind the origin 
of rosaniline from aniline and toluidine, he suspected to be a homo- 
logue. Since this body could not be isolated by fractional distillation, 
the crude ether was treated with benzoic chloride, and the benzoyl 
compounds separated by crystallisation. He thus obtained the benzoyl 
derivatives of the dimethyl ethera of pyrogallol and propylpyrogallol, 
and finally a body melting at 118—119°, which, when decomposed by 
potash, yielded benzoic acid and dimetliylmethyl pyrogallate, 

C 6 H 2 Me(OMe) 2 .OH, 

melting at 36° and boiling at 2G5°. Its constitution was proved by 
its yielding a dibrominated derivative (m. p. 125°) and the above- 
mentioned benzoyl derivative, O fl H a Me(OMe) 2 .OBz (m, p. 118°). By 
heatmg with concentrated hydrochloric acid at 150 — 160°, it is re- 
solved into methyl chloride and methylpyrogallol, C 6 HiMe(OH) 3 . 
This body (m. p. 129°) is soluble in water and volatilises unchanged. 
It bears a strong resemblance to ordinary pyrogallol, its alkaline solu- 
tion turning brown on exposure to air. 

The sodium derivatives of dimethyl pyrogallate and dimethyl 
methylpyrogallate are best obtained by adding soda to their alcoholic 
solutions. Separately, they may be heated in air without forming a 
trace of pittacal ; but if a mixture of the two with excess of Boda is 
heated, pittacal is formed, sometimes to the extent of 10 per cent, by 
weight of the mixed ethers. On treating it with water, the mass dis- 
solves forming a deep indigo-blue solution. On adding hydrochloric 
acid the solution becomes carmine-red, and deposits a resinous mass 
which when purified furnishes eupittonic acid (pittacal) in beautiful 
crystals. The pittacal may also be oxtraoted from the acidified solu- 
tion with boiling benzene, unaltered pyrogallate having been first 
removed by agitation with ether. The quantity of colouring matter 
formed is not increased by the addition of oxidising agents, chiefly on 
account of tho extreme ease with which these convert dimethyl pyro- 
gallate into oedriret. The reaction may be thus represented — 

2O«H l0 O 8 "h CflHigOa ss Hh 3H*, 

and may be compared with that by which rosaniline is produced — 
20^ + 0 7 H 9 H = C a9 H„N 3 + 8H„. 

In the former case the oxygen necessary to remove hydrogen is 
derived from the atmosphere, as may be proved by attempting to con- 
duct the reaction out of contact with air. 

Eupittonic acid appears to be bibasic. Salts of it with the alkaline 
and alkaline-earthy metals, ammonium, copper, nickel, cobalt, lead 
von. ausivni. t 
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and zinc, have been prepared. The alkaline salts are blue with green 
reflexion. ^ The ammonium compound is decomposed when its solu- 
tion is boiled, and after a time crystals of pittacal are deposited. 

In virtue of the deep blue colour of the alkaline compounds of 
pittacal, paper steeped in a solution of it and dried, furnishes an ex- 
ceedingly sensitive test for free alkalis. Unfortunately concentrated 
hydrochloric acid also colours it blue. 

When boiled with acetic anhydride, eupittonic acid yields a yellow 
diacetyl-derivative, which strangely enough is insoluble in alkalis, 
although its molecule ought still to contain fonr hydroxyl groups. 

The triamine CaHa^Oe.HgO, previously described (loa. cit .), is ob- 
tained with surprising ease from eupittonic acid. Its salts give pure 
blue solutions and might be used as dyes. 

A homologue of eupittonic acid, C 29 H 34 O 9 (which was not analysed), 
was prepared by heating diethyl pyrogallate and dimethyl methulpiiro- 
gallate with eofa 

It differs from its prototype in being soluble in ether and less easily 
crystallisable, and in the less stability of its ammonium compound. 
It also forms a triamine when heated with ammonia, probably a 
diTmthozyLtetreihoxijbp&mromnilin e, 

C 19 H ll (OMe) e (OEt)^H 2 0. 

The salts of this base are blue. Ch. B. 

Ethylene Ether of PyrogaUol, By G. Magoti (JBer., 12, 1860 
— 18@3). — This ether is prepared by heating 2 mols. pyrogallol, 3 mols. 
ethyiene bromide, and 6 mols. potash with ethyl alcohol at 100 ° for 
15 — 20 hours : the ether is obtained from the product by acidifying 
with hydrochloric acid and extracting with ether. The ethereal extract 
on rectification yielded the monethylene pyrogallate, as a colourless, 
heavy, strongly refractive liquid of a burning taste, and having the 
odour of beech- wood tar ; it boils at 2 G 7 A . 

Its analysis^ and vapour-densifcy determination show its formula to 
be OsH 3 (OH) , 0 2 1 C 2 H 4 . It resembles the phenols in its properties, 
forming crystalline compounds with alkalis, benzoic chloride, and 
bromine. 

The benzoyl compound, CaUjOjBz, is a white crystalline substance, 
easily soluble in boiling alcohol and ether (m. p. 109°). The bromo- 
Qompound crystallises from glacial acetic acid in transparent tables 
(m. p. 67°). 

_ A compound, which is insoluble in alkalis, is formed at the same 
time as the ethylene ether ; it is soluble in alcohol aud other, and from 
the former is obtained in ill-defined crystals (m. p. 83°). It appears 
to have the composition CboHuOgBr. 

Monethylene pyrogallate is easily oxidised by ferric chloride and 
potassium dichromate ; the oxidation-product is, however, apparently 
not uniform in composition. It is not dissolved but blackened by sul- 
phuric acid, and therefore differs from the class of compounds to which 
cedriret belongs. 

. oxidation of diphenol, C IS He(OH)s (m. p. 270°) with potas- 

8 ium dxchromate and acetic acid, a compound is obtained which dis- 
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solves in sulphuric acid, forming a beautiful blue solution, a character- 
istic property of cedriret. The author is engaged with the further 
study of this reaction. P. P. B. 

Nitroctuninaldehyde and its Derivatives. Part II. By E. 
Lippmajtn and W. Strbcker (Wien Akad. Ber., 78, 570— 572).— With 
a view of obtaining a nitrocuminaldehyde in which the NTO s should 
take tho place of hydrogen in a fatty group, similar to the two isome- 
rides, 0 2 ) .COH and CoH 6 .C.(N03)QH, previously obtained by 

the nitration of benzaldehyde, the latter of which yields benzoic and 
nitric acids on oxidation, the authors have prepared pure cuminalde- 
hyde from the commercial article by treatment with hydrogen 
sodium and sulphite, &c. It boils at 217° (corr. 222°), and may be 
nitrated by dropping it into a cooled mixture of nitric and sulphuric 
acids, and subsequently washing with soda solution ; a crystalline body 
is thus obtained, together with an oil, easily removable by alcohol, 
in which the crystals are insoluble. 

The crystalline substance is a nitrocuminaldehyde, 

C 6 H 3 (C 3 H 7 )(N0 2 ).C0H, 

and gives a compound with sodium hydrogen sulphite, after separa- 
tion, from which it forms sulphur-yellow crystals melting at 54°, and 
exhibiting a tendency to remain liquid after fusion. 

According to Ditscheiner the crystals are doubly oblique prisms. 

On oxidation with chromic mixture, a nitrocuminic acid is formed 
(m. p. 158°), identical with the acid obtained by nitration of cuminic 
acid, C 6 H 3 (NO a ) ( C 3 H 7 ) . C 0 OH, and probably it crystallises in oblique 
prisms — 

a : b : c = 1*57133 : 1 : 1*26742. 

On reduction, it gives an amido-acid forming a hydrochloride iden- 
tical with the one described by Cahours (Annalen, 109, 10). 

As a mixture of two amido acids was obtained by Paterao and Fileti 
(Gazzetta, 5, 383) by redaction of nitrocuminic acid, the authors 
intend to examine tho reaction more carefully to ascertain if the nitra- 
tion products from the aldehyde contain two isomerides. 

W. R. H. 

Fittica’s Nitrobenzene Acids. By 0. Bqdewig (Ber., 12, 1983 
1984). — The author has examined the physical properties of the four 
nitrobenzoic acids described by Fittica (J.pr. Chew., 1878, 184). 

The acid (m. p. 127°) separates from solution in acetone as an un- 
stable a-modification of the meta-acid (m. p. 142°). This a-modiffca- 
tion fomas monosymmetrical crystals (m. p. 141°). 

The meta-acid on crystallisation from a mixture of alcohol and ether 
or from acetone, gives an unstable ^ modification and a stable 7-modi- 
fication, both of which are monosymmetrical. 

The nitro-acid (m. p, 136°) on crystallisation from acetone gives the 
stable 7-modification of the meta-acid. The lemon-yellow acid (m p. 
142°) under similar circumstances is converted into the unstable 
/3-modification. 

The ethers of the meta-acid (m. p. 142°), of the acid m. p. 127*, 

t 2 
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and of the lemon-yellow acid (m. p. 142°), are identical as regards 
their physical properties. 

Measurements o£ the above crystals are given. T. 0. 

Xylic Acid, its Preparation and Derivatives. By E. Ador 
and F. Meier (Bar., 12, 1968 — 1971). — The most ready method for 
preparing xylic acid [OOOH : CH 3 : 0H 3 =rl:2:4] (m. p. 12C°, b. p. 
267°, bar. 727 mm.) is by passing a current of carbon oxychloride into 
pure [1 : 3] xylene in presence of an excess of aluminium chloride, and 
occasionally heating to 100°, thus: — OeHiMe^ + COCl 2 = CeH<jMe*.CJOCi 
+ HOI. The chloride thus produced gives the acid on decomposition 
with water. The barium, calcium, ammonium, and silver salts were 
prepared and described. 

Xylylic chloride, CoH 3 Me 2 .COCl is obtained by treating the acid with 
phosphorus pentachloride. It is a colourless liquid (b. p. 235°), 
which on cooling crystallises in needles (m. p. 25°). 

Xytylamide, CaHsMe^ONHa, was prepared by tritnrating the preced- 
ing compound with ammonium carbonate. Jt is almost insoluble in 
cold water, and soparates from the hot solution in needles (m. p. 181°), 
which are very soluble in alcohol. After sublimation it melts at 179°. 
This amide is a very stable body, not being decomposed by soda even 
on boiling; it is, however, readily acted on by hydiochloric acid with 
reproduction of xylic acid. It dissolves in acids, forming somewhat 
unstable salts. The anilide , obtained by adding the chloride gradually 
to aniline, consists of crystals (m. p. 138), which are but sparingly 
soluble even in hot water, but more easily in alcohol. On boiling 
with hydrochloric acid, it is partially decomposed. T. 0. 

Parahydroxyphenylacetic Acid. By H. Salkowski (. Ber 12, 
1438 — 1441). — Amongst the putrefaction products of horn, the author 
and his brother (Ber., 12, 648) found a hydroxyphenylacetic acid different 
from those previously known. This acid now proves to be identical 
with hydroxyphenylacetic acid, obtained synthetically by the author 
in the following way : — Phenylacetic acid is nitrated, the isomeric 
para- and ortho-nitro-compoun ds formed (Radziszewski, ibid , 2, 207, 
and 3, 648) are reduced, and the amido-acids separated by Baeyer’s 
method (ibid., 11, 583). The par am idapkemjlacetic acid (which has 
already been described by Radziszewski) was easily converted into the 
hydroxy-acid by boiling with potassium nitrite and dilute sulphuric acid. 

Parahydroxyphen yl acetic acid crystallises in brittle, flat, prismatic 
needles (m. p. 148°), which are very soluble in water, alcohol, and 
ether, and may be volatilised unchanged. With ferric chloride it 
gives a grey-violet colour, rapidly changing to dirty green. Its ammo- 
nium salt is soluble and crjstallisable ; its solution gives no precipitate 
with zinc, cadmium, or cupric sulpliates. The silver salt is soluble in, 
and crystallisable from, boiling water. Lead and calcium salts have 
also been prepared. The ethyl salt is an oily liquid ; by heating it 
with ethyl iodide and potash, and saponifying, ethoxy phenylacetic acid 
has been obtained (m. p. 88°). 

Parahydroxyphenylacetic acid yields paracresol when distilled with 
soda-lime. It is produced during the putrefaction of serum albumin 
as well as of horn. Oh. B. 
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Paramethoxyphenylcinnanrie Acid and Methoxystilbene. 
By A. Oglialobo ( Gasszetba , 9, 533 — 537). — On beating a mixture 
of 17 parts of anisaldehyde with 20 of sodium phenylacetate and 70 of 
acetic anhydride for 8 hours at 150° a crystalline mass is obtained, 
which, after being boiled with water, is treated with excess of solution 
of sodium carbonate; this leaves undissolved a small quantity of 
methoxystilbene, whilst the filtered solution, after being twice washed 
with ether, yields a precipitate of jp a ram ethox yp h&mjlcimiamic acid, 
OMe.O 6 H4.OM.CPh.O0OH, on addition of hydrochloric acid. It may 
readily be purified by crystallisation from boiling absolute alcohol, 
when it is deposited in hard yellowish prisms if the solution is not too 
concentrated. The acid is but moderately soluble in ether, and only 
very sparingly in water, as are also the greater number of its salts. 
Although it is dissolved but slowly by sodium carbonate solution, 
ammonia and solutions of potash or soda dissolve it readily. Heated 
with a hot saturated solution of barium hydroxide, it yields the barium 
salt, but at the same time a portion of the acid loses the elements of 
carbonic anhydride and becomes converted into methoxystilbene. Its 
acid properties are relatively feeble, the ammonium and barium salts 
being decomposed by a current of carbonic anhydride. The acid melts 
at 188 — 189°, but at a somewhat higher temperature it is decomposed, 
splitting up sharply into carbonic anhydride and methoxystilbene, 
which distils over. 

Methoxystilbene, OMe.C 6 H 4 .CHICPh, which, as just stated, maybe 
readily prepared by distilling the methoxyphenylcinnamic acid, is 
insoluble in water, but dissolves easily in ether and in hot alcohol, 
crystallising out in exceedingly thin micaceous scales (m. p. 136°). 
Prom its constitution and formula, it will be seen that this compound 
is the methyl ether of a phenolic compound, which may be termed 
sttlbophenol . 

As no reaction takes place between benzaldehyde, cadmium para- 
toluate and acetic anhydride, it would seem necessary that the acid 
should contain the group 0H 2 .C00H, as is the case with all the acids 
which have yielded successful results hitherto. The author hopes to 
be able to definitively establish this hypothesis by further experiments. 

0. E. G. 

Metaisatie Acid (Metamidophenylglyoxylic Acid). By L. 
Claisen and 0. M. Thompson (Her., 12, 1942— 194*8) .—This is an 
account of the application of the reaction (Ber., 12, 350) by which 
nitrobenzoic acid was converted into isatin, to the corresponding 
meta-compound. Metanitrobenzoic chloride was first prepared from 
metanitrohenzoio acid by heating the latter with an equivalent quan- 
tity of phosphorus pentachloride and distilling off the phosphorus oxy- 
chloride formed. Metanitrobenzoic chloride thus obtained crystallises 
in brilliant rhombic pyramids (m. p. 33°, b. p. 184°, under a pressure 
of about 50 — 55 mm.), and on distillation over silver cyanide yields 
the corresponding cyanide as a thick yellow liquid (b. p. 231° under a* 
pressure of about 145 mm.) which does not solidify at — 17°. This 
dissolves in concentrated potash with formation of potassium uitro- 
benzoate and potassium cyanide. On long standing in contact with 
strong hydrochloric acid, it is converted into a mixture of metaisat- 
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ami do, C 6 H 4 (C0.C0.KH2).N0 2 (1:8), and nitrobenzoic acid. The 
former consists of white or slightly yellow prisms (m. p. 152°), 
sparingly soluble in cold water, only moderately in ether, but easily 
soluble in alcohol, chloroform, benzene, and boiling water. 

Meta-ibOtic acid, 0eH4-(00.C00H).N0 3 = [1:8] was obtained 
from the above amido-acid in the usual way. It crystallises in prisms 
(m. p. 78°, with previous intumescence at about 65°), and like phenyl- 
glyoxylic acid gives, when treated with benzene and sulphuric acid, 
an intense carmine and afterwards a violet-red colour, but is charac- 
terised (and also its salts) by a far more bitter taste. The potassium, 
barium, (CsHJSTOs^Ba -f H 2 0, silver, and ethyl salts were prepared. 
Meta-isatic acid was converted into the corresponding amido-acid, 
C(,H 4 (CO.OOOH).NH 2 , by reducing the alkaline solution of the acid 
with ferrons sulphate. It is a strong acid and crystallises in colour- 
less prisms and needles, which, when heated, are first discoloured 
and afterwards partially melt at 270 — 280°, and are not completely 
volatile at 300°. It is sparingly soluble in cold, but more easily in hot 
water, and is practically insoluble in alcohol, ether, benzene, and chloro- 
form. The barium and silver salts were prepared. The hydrochloride, 
C fl H 4 (CO.OOOH).NH 2 .HCl, forms groups of prisms, and gives with 
platinic chloride a precipitate of the platinochloride. T. C. 

For m ation of Hydroparacoumaric Acid from Tyrosine. By 
E. Baxjmann ( Ber 12 , 1450 — 1454). — In conjunction with Brieger, the 
author has already shown (Zeit. Phys. Ohem ., 1, 60) that paracresol 
and a little common phenol are produced during the putrefaction of 
albumin. The former is in all probability a decomposition-product of 
tyrosine, which Weyl has proved to yield these phenols by putrefac- 
tion (Ber., 12 , 354). The author has also proved that paracresol, 
when administered to dogs, appears in the urine partly as para- 
hydroxy benzoic acid (Zeit Phys. Chem ., 3 , 250)* chiefly as paracre- 
solsulphonic acid (ibid., 3, 244). Parahydroxybenzoie acid is decom- 
piled partly by digestion (ibid., 3 , 250), wholly by putrefaction 
(ibid., I, 60) into phenol and carbonic anhydride. To establish the 
connection between phenol and tyrosine; it only remained then to 
trace the changes by which paracresol is produced from it. 

Six grams of pure tyrosine were mixed with five liters of water and 
a little putrefying pancreas and exposed to air for two days in an incu- 
bator. The tyrosine had then been completely dissolved, and by con- 
centrating the filtered liquid, acidifying with sulphuric acid and ex- 
tracting with ether, hjdroparaco mnarift acid was obtained. This change 
is evidently of the same kind as the formation of succinic acid from 
aspartic acid by fermentation, and furnishes an additional proof that 
tyrosine belongs to the paracresol series (Barth, Amial&n , 136 , 110; 
152 , 96; and 163 , 296), although Barth failed to obtain it syn- 
thetically. 

Erom fresh concentrated urine also, ether extracts an acid which 
gives Plugge’s phenol-reaction (Zeit Anal. Ohem., 1872, 173), and 
after this has been removed and the urine boiled with hydrochloric 
acid as long as phenol is given off, a similar acid may again bo ex- 
tracted by ether. These acids are probably identical with, or related 
to, hydroparacoumaric acid. 
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The series of phenol-derivatives obtained by the putrefaction of albu- 
min (tyrosine) has been rendered complete by the author’s discovery 
( Ber ., 12, 1438) of joaralvydrozyphenylacetic acid amongst the products 
from putrefying horn. 

The several stages of the conversion of tyrosine into phenol may be 
thus represented : — 

O^HnNTOa 4" sr C 9 H 10 O 3 4* NH 8 . 

Tyrosine. Hydropara- 

ooiimano aoid. 

C fl HioOa = CaHioO + C0 2 . 

Para-etliyl- 

phenol. 

C 8 H 10 0 4 “ O 3 = C 8 H 8 O s 4 * H*0. 

Paraliydroxy- 
phenylacetic acid. 

C 8 Ha 0 3 = c 7 h 8 o + co a . 

Paracresol. 

C 7 H 8 O + 0 8 = C 7 Hg03 4 * H 2 0. 

Parahydroxy- 
bonzoic acid. 

C'tKsOi = CgHftO + OOj. 

Phenol. 

Of these bodies, paraethylphenol and parahydroxybenzoic add alone 
have not been traced directly to albumin or tyrosin. 

Such a series of changes is quite in accordance with Hoppe- Seyler’s 
theory of fermentation and its connection with vital processes (Pfltiger's 
Arch ., 12, 1). Similar oxidations and reductions have been effected by 
Tiemann in the protocatechuic series (Ber., 11, 659). Ch. B. 

Californian Orcella Weed. By 0. Hesse (Annalm, 199, 338 — 
341). — This lichen, which is a variety of Boccella fucijormis, contains 
erythrin and a Small quantity of roccellic acid. Am alcoholic solution 
of erythrin has no action on polarised light, W. C. W. 

Products of the Dry Distillation, of Calcium Phthalate, 
By 0. Miller (Ber., 12, 1489 — 1490). — By this operation, the author 
has obtained benzene, benzophenone, a crystalline compound (m. p. 
145*5 — 146°), apparently identical with Hemilian’s diphenylene- 
phenylmethane, and a body (m. p. 243 — 244°) having the properties 
of the hydrocarbon C ls Hio, which Thorer and Zinoke prepared by 
acting on a-bonzpinacone with soda-lime ; the two latter in very small 
quantity. The first three of these are also obtained by distillation of 
caldum benzoate, from which it might be inferred that this salt is 
produced during the distillation of calcium phthalate; the author, 
however, was unable to detecc it. The object of his research was to 
obtain the ketone C 6 H 4 1 00 ; the fact that he did not succeed con- 
firms Kekul 6 ’s view concerning the non-existence of benzene deri- 
vatives containing the group (C 6 Hi)" united with an elementary 
atom. The author is studying the distillation-products of caloiuin 
succinate. Oh. B. 
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ToluenemonostQphonic Acids. By P. Clabsson and K. Wallin 
(Per., 12, 1848 — 1854). — On treating toluene cooled to 10° with sul- 
phuric chloride, the following reaction takes place, 2C*tH 8 + 
3(HO.SO a Cl) = C 7 H 7 .S0 2 C1 + C 7 H7.S0 3 H + H 2 S0 4 + 2HC1. The 
sulphonic chlorides were separated from the rest by pouring the pro- 
duct into ice-cold water, and from the mixed sulphonic chloridos, the 
solid paratoluenesulphonic chloride separated on standing, and by 
cooling to —20°, leaving the liquid chlorides. Prom the aqueous 
solution, the potassium salts of the sulphonic acids were prepared, and 
these again converted into the chlorides by means of phosphorus pon- 
tachloride, and the solid para-compound separated as before. The 
fluid chlorides were converted into the corresponding amides, from 
which, by fractional crystallisation, the ortho-amide and meta-amide 
were obtained. This method of separation was proposed by Bockurts 
(Her., 10, 943) and Pahlberg (ibid., 12, 1048), and the melting points 
of the derivatives agree with those given by Fahlherg (Joe. cif.) and 
Muller (ibid., 12, 1348). Prom tolueneparasulphonic chloride, after 



Para-series. 

Meta-series. 

Ortho-series. 

Acids 

C 7 H 7 .S0 3 H + H 2 0. 
Crystallises better than 
the isomerides. Long 
thick leaflets, or flat 
prisms. Deliquescent. 

c 7 h 7 so d H + up. 

Thin crystalline scales. 
Yery soluble and de- 
liquescent. 

C 7 U 7 .S0 3 H + 2HnO. 
Thin leaflets. Yery 
easily soluble. Deli- 
quescent. 

Potassium 

salts 

C 7 H 7 .S0 3 K + H 2 0. 
Long prisms, like 
nitre. Soluble. 

C 7 H 7 .S0 3 K + H a O. 
Needles or thin plates, 
united to form no- 
dules. Yery easily 
soluble. 

aH 7 .so 3 K: + h 2 o. 

Tables of rhombic or 
almost quadratic habit. 
Soluble. 

Calcium salts 

(C 7 H 7 .S0 3 ) 2 Ca + 4H 2 0 
Crystallises well in ap- 
parently monoclmio 
prisms. Easily solu- 
ble. 

(C 7 H 7 S.0 3 ) ! .Ca +3H 2 0. 
Long fine neodlos j 
very easily soluble. 

(C 2 H 7 SOa) s Ca. 
Separates from its so- 
lutions on cooling, in 
leafy crystals. 

Zinc salts . . 

(C 7 H 7 ,S0 3 ) J Zn + 6H J 0. 
Crystallises in quad- 
ratic acuminated 

prisms. Easily solu- 
ble. 

(C 7 HyS0 3 ) 3 Zn + 7H,0. 
Rectangular, thin leaf- 
lets. Easily soluble. 

(C 7 ir 7 .S0 3 ) s Zin-7II 3 O. 
Large prisms. Easily 
soluble. 

Amides .... 

C ; H 7 .SOjNH 2 . 
Crystallises from water 
and alcohol in leaflets. 
Sparingly soluble in 
water ; more so in 
alcohol. 1 pt. amide 
in 5X5 pts. of water 
at 4*, or m ld*5 pts 
of alcohol at 5°. M. p 
136°. 

C 7 n 7 S0 3 NH s . 
Crystallises from alco- 
hol and water in long, 
lea^y forms. Sparing- 
ly soluble in water; 
more so in alcohol. 
1 pt. amide in 248 pts. 
water at 9°, or in 
5*7 pts. of alcohol at 
5°. M.p. 107— 108°. 

e 7 H-.KOjNH 3 . 
Prom water and alco- 
hol in quadratic octa- 
hedrons and prisms. 
Insolublo in cold 
water; sparingly solu- 
ble in alcohol. 1 pt. 
amide in 958 pts. 
water at 9°, or in 
28 pts, of alcohol at 
5°. M.p. 153—154°. 
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crystallisation from ether, the acid was obtained by boiling with 
water, and the corresponding acid from toluene ortho-sulphamide by 
heating it with hydrochloric acid at 135 — 140°, and in a similar 
manner at 150°, the toluenemetasnlphonic acid was obtained fiom the 
toluenemetasulphamide , The authors have by this means obtained 
excellent yields of the above compounds ; whilst Beckurts and Otto 
(ibid., 11, 2061) found the para-derivative to be the chief and almost 
the only product of the action of sulphuric chloride on toluene. A 
table is given containing the results of the comparative study of the 
three isomerio toluenesulphuric acids, from which the foregoing (p. 256) 
arc taken. 

From these results, the authors conclude that the metatoluenesul- 
phonic acid is not, as supposed by Fahlberg, a mixture of the para- 
and ortho-acids. Further, the ortho- and meta-acids may be separated 
by means of the barium, calcium, or silver salts, as well as by their 
amides. The properties attributed to the salts of the ortho- and meta- 
toluenesulphonio acids, prepared indirectly from bromo-, nitro-, and 
amido-toluenes, do not agree with the above descriptions. 

P. P. B. 

Oxidation-products of Oymene-sulphonamide. By L. B. 
Hall and I. Remsen (Per., 12, 1432 — 1436). — It has been previously 
shown that when xylenesulphonamide is oxidised, it yields sul- 

5 honamidometatoluic acid and some salfhonamidoparatoluic acid, 
’he former acid has been partially examined by lies and Remsen 
(Per., 11, 229), who converted it into paratoluic acid by treatment 
with hydrochloric acid. 

Sulphonamidoparatoluic acid is also readily furnished by oxidation 
of cymenesulphonamide [CH S : C 3 H 5 : S0 2 .NH a = 1:4:2]. The 
group SOa-RHa appears to protect the methyl (ortho-) group from 
oxidation, the propyl being converted into carboxyl. 

By fusion with potash, this acid is converted first into the a-oxy- 
paratolnic acid of v. Gerichten and Rossler (Per., 11, 1586), which is 
further oxidised to the oxyterephthalio acid of Burkhardt (Per., 10, 
144). The first of these acids crystallises from hot water in needles, 
does not volatilise with steam, and gives no colour with ferric chloride. 
Its lead salt was prepared and analysed. 

By oxidising sulphonamidometatolnic acid with potassium perman- 
ganate, Remsen and lies obtained sulphonisophthalic acid. When free 
sulphonamidoparatoluic aoid is similarly oxidised, it yields a salt, 
CeH 3 (COOH) 8 .SOsK + H 2 0, presumably of svJpfionierepJithalic acid, 
still containing two displaceable hydrogen atoms. But when the cor- 
responding potassium salt is treated with permanganate instead of the 
free acid, the result is different. Very little ammonia is evolved, and 

a salt having the constitution, 0 8 H 3 (COOK) <gQ a >2SH + H*0, is 

the principal product. The molecule of water is given off at 240° ; 
it is probably not constitutional. On this view, the free acid, tvnhy* 
drosulphommido-terephthalic add, would be analogous to the anhydro- 

oo 

compound, C 6 lI*<gQ >]STH, obtained by the oxidation of ortho- 
toluenesulphonamide (Remsen and Fahlberg, Per., 12, 4»69). If, how- 
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over, the wator given off at 240° be constitutional (see next Abstract), 
the salt will have the formnla, CeH^COOKXCOOH^SOaNH*. 

Ch. B, 

Anhydrostilphonamidoisoplitlialio Acid. By I. Rimsen and 
R. D. Ooale ( Ber ., 12, 1436— 14#8). — According to Remsen, when 
sulphonamidometatoluic acid is treated with potassium permanganate, 
it yields only sulphonisophthalic acid; while Jacobsen asserts that 
sulphonamidoisophthalic acid is the product. In the authors* opinion, 
this latter acid cannot exist, since on being set free it is at once con- 
verted into an anhydride. This anhydro-acid (xn. p. 283'5°) is ob- 
tained by oxidising sulphonamidometatoluic acid in strongly alkaline 
solution with permanganate on the water-bath, and acidulating the 
filtered and decolorised solution with hydrochloric acid. Its potas- 
sium salt, OoHa^OOKXQQ^NH + 2H a O, may be formed by cau- 
tiously adding hydrochloric acid to its solution in potassium carbo- 
nate. As proved by titration, this salt is capable of taking up an 
additional atom of base. 

The authors conclude that a sulphonamide and a carboxyl group 
cannot exist together in the ortho-position, but may in the meta- or 
para-position. Ch. B. 


Solubility of some Constituents of Coal-tar. By G. v. Bbohi 
(Ber., 12, 1976—1978). 



100 parts of Toluene dissolve 

100 parts of absolute Alcohol 
dissolve 

At the ordinary 
temperature. 

At 100°. 

At the ordinary 
temperature. 

At 78°. 

Naphthalene, , . . 

Anthracene .... 
Phenanthrene. . . 

Pyrene, 

31 91 

92 

33 02 

16 51 

2*1 

55 

Scarcely soluble 

T9 

In all propor- 
tions 

12 91 

In all propor- 
tions 

Very soluble 
5*39 

5 46 
•39— -57 

2*56 

5‘29 

•076 

2*62 

1 37 
*097 
*92 

Scarcely soluble 

*05 

In all propor- 
tions 

*83 

10 -08 

3*08 

T7 

3*88 

*25 

2 25 

t-’hiyaene 

Carbazol ....... 

Phenyl-naphthyl- 

carbazol, 

c, 6 n u N 

Antliraqumone. . 


T, C. 


Skatole. By L. Bbiegeu (Ber., 12, 1985— 1988). — This compound, 
which was previously obtained by the author (Ber., 10, 1027) from 
human excrement, crystallises in brilliant white plates (m. p. 93°), 
and has an intense faecal odour. It has great resemblance to indole, 
from which it differs, however, in being much less soluble in water, in 
having a higher melting point, in its odour, and also in the fact that it 
does not give a coloration with chlorine- water, or a red precipitate with 
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fuming nitric acid, but only a white cloud. On warming with dilute 
nitric or hydrochloric acid, it assumes a violet colour. An analysis 
gave numbers which were the mean of those required by the formulae 
C10H10N and Ci 0 H u N. An analysis by Nencki ( Gentr . Med. Wissen- 
$chaj% 1878, No. 47) of the same substance obtained by the fermenta- 
tion of flesh in the presence of pancreas infusion, led to the formula 
C9H9N. The best method for preparing skatole is by the fermentation 
of blood-albumin with a little pancreas and water, indole being also 
formed at the same time. Several analyses of the skatole thus obtained 
gave numbers corresponding with the formula C9H9N, and a vapour- 
density determination gave 65 2 instead of 65*5. 

Administered in small doses, skatole appears to have no deleterious 
effect on the animal system, but in larger quantities it produces 
tetanus. An examination of the urine showed that the proportion of 
ethylsulphates to sulphates had considerably increased. T. 0. 

Peculiar Formation of Tolane Tetrachloride. By G. Lieber- 
mann and J. Homeybjr (Ber., 12, 1971 — 1976). — Tolane tetrachloride 
was obtained as a bye-product in the preparation of a large quantity 
of benzotrichloride by the action of chlorine on boiling toluene. It 
crystallises in rhombic prisms (m. p. 163°), and is remarkable for its 
great stability, not being attacked by boiling nitric acid, nor by a mix- 
ture of chromic and acetic acids, nor on heating the alcoholic solu- 
tion with oxide of silver or with potash. On heating with dimethyl- 
aniline and zinc chloride, it gives a violet colour. The author confirms 
Zinin in the observation that tolane tetrachloride gives two isomeric 
dichlorides, OuHjoCI*, when its alcoholic solution is boiled with zinc. 
The compound least soluble in alcohol crystallises in rhombic tables 
(m. p. 143° ; 153°, Zinin ; also Limpnchfc and Schwanert, Ber., 4, 
379), and the other in needles (m, p 03 J ). Tolane tetrachloride in 
alcoholic solution gives tolane (v. d. = 6 34, calculated for CuHi 0 = 
6T8) on treatment with sodium amalgam, thus confirming the earlier 
observations of Zinin ; stilbene and dibenzyl are also formed at the 
same time. Tolane, on oxidation with chromic mixture, gives benzoic 
acid, and when its solution in chloroform is treated with chlorine the 
chloride (m. p, 143°) is obtained. Tolane dibromide, CuHioBr* (m. p. 
207° ; 205° according to Limpricht and Schwanert), is produced by the 
action of an excess of bromine on a solution of tolane in carbon bisul- 
phide. Stilbene is obtained when tolane tetrachloride is heated with 
zinc-dust, and benzil when the same substance is acted on by glacial 
acetic acid for a long time at 230 — 250°, or by concentrated sulphuric 
acid at 165% small quantities of benzoic acid being produced at the 
same time. T. O. 

Synthesis of Diphenylpropane : New Method of Forming 
Dibenzyl, By R. D. Silva (Oompt. rend., 89, 606 — 608). — By 
acting with ordinary propylene dichloride on benzene in presence of 
aluminium chloride according to the method suggested by Friedel 
and Crafts, diphenylpropane is obtained as a slightly viscid liquid of 
agreeable odour, boiling without decomposition between 277° and 279°. 
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Its density is 0*9256 at 0°. The same hydrocarbon is obtained when 
allyl chloride is substituted for propylene chloride ; it is most likely, 
therefore, that the allyl-benzene combines with the liberated hydro- 
chloric acid to form the compound CeHa.CH2.OHCl.OH3, which after- 
wards reacts with the excess of benzene to form diphonylpropane. 

Ethylene dichloride reacts in a similar manner with benzene and 
aluminium chloride, forming diphenylethane, which should be identical 
with dibenzyl. This was proved to be the case by comparing its 
reactions with that of dibenzyl prepared by the action of finely 
divided silver on benzyl iodide. The melting points of both com- 
pounds was 52*5°, and their boiling points 276 — 27 7°. Diphenyl- 
ethane crystallises from an ethereal solution in prisms belonging to 
the orthorhombic type. J. W. 

Di- and Tri-derivatives of Naphthalene. By R. Mblbola 
(H er., 12, 1961 — 1965). — A continuation of the author’s previous work 
on this subject. 

afi-Dibromonaphth ylamine^ Ci 0 H 7 Br s N, is obtained by heating dibrom- 
acetonaphthalide with concentrated soda-lye at 140 — 150° for several 
hours. It crystallises in large white needles (m. p. 118°), which are 
easily soluble in benzene, petroleum, alcohol, ether, and chloroform; 
it has no basic properties. On oxidation with chromic and acetic 
acids, it gives an evanescent indigo-blue coloration, and by oxidation 
with dilute nitric acid, it yields phthalic acid, showing that the bromine 
and amido-groups are all in the same benzene ring, and since Rother 
and Liebermaun have shown that in bromacetonaphthalide the bromine 
atom and the HH.OaH s O group occupy the position (1:4), it is pro- 
bable that in the new dibromnaphthylamine the arrangement is 
NH* s Br : Br = 1 : 2 : 4. 

aB-JDibroTiitynapMhalene was obtained from the preceding compound 
by means of the diazo-reaction. It crystallises in white needles 
(m. p. 64°). From considerations based on the lowness of this melt- 
ing point as compared with that of the isomeric jS-compound (m. p. 
81°) prepared by Glaser and afterwards by Jolin (Bulb Soo. Chimi. 
[2], 28, 514), the anthor concludes that it is a meta-compound, as 
we should have expected from the constitutiou above ascribed to 
ofS-dibromonaphthylamiue. 

a-Bromonaphthalenesulphonic acid, obtained by the action of 
fuming sulphuric acid on a- brom onaph thalene, gives phthalic acid on 
oxidation with an alkaline solution of potassium permanganate, thus 
proving it to have the constitution HSO 3 : Br = 1 : 4. 

Sodium bromonaphthalenesulphonate on fusion with soda does not 
give bromonaphthol, hut resinous products, and by treatment with 
sodium amalgam in alkaline solution it is partially reduced to naphtha- 
lene. T. 0. 

Some Naphthol-derivatives. By 0. Marchetti ( Qazzetta , 9, 
544 — 545 ). — Ethyl mombrom-o^naphtholate, Ci 0 H 6 Br.OEt, is prepared 
by adding a chloroform solution of bromine in theoretical proportion 
to a solution of ethyl o-naphthyl ether, CioH 7 .OEt, also in chloroform. 
After evaporation, the oily product is washed with sodium carbonate 
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solution, cooled by a freezing mixture, and the crystalline mass thus 
obtained purified by pressure and recrystallisation from ether con- 
taining a little alcohol. It forms long thick prisms (m. p 48°) very 
soluble in ether and in carbon bisulphide, but insoluble in water. 

Methyl a-juiptholate or methyl a-naphthyl ether , Ci 0 H 7 .OMe, may be 
prepared by ShaefFer’s process (Ber. y 2, 90), except that it is necessary 
in order to complete the reaction to digest the mixture for 8 — 10 
hours under a pressure of about 800 mm. of merctmy. It is a colour- 
less liquid (b. p. 265 — 266°) which remains liquid at - 10°. It is 
very soluble in ether, carbon bisulphide, and chloroform, less soluble 
in ethyl alcohol, sparingly in methyl alcohol, and almost insoluble in 
water. 

Methyl fi-naphtholate or methyl fi-napMhyl eth&r crystallises in colour- 
less plates (m. p. 70°, b. p. 274°) having an odour of pine-apple. In 
solubility, it resembles the a-compound ; it is volatile in the vapour of 
water. C. EL G. 

Nitronapbthoic Acids. By 1. G. Eckstrand (Ber., 32, 1393 — 
1396). — When fuming nitric acid is added to the hot concentrated 
solutions of the isomeric a- and /3-naphthoio acids in glacial acetic 
acid, each yields two isomeric mononitro-derivatives, which may be 
separated by fractional crystallisation from alcohol and ether, &c. 

a-NTaphthoic acid thus gives — first, a more soluble nitro-acid, which 
orystallises in colourless prisms (m. p. 195 — 196°), and forms a 
sparingly soluble anhydrous calcium salt (1 in 47), and a crystalline 
ethyl salt (m. p. 63°) easily soluble in alcohol and ether ; also a les* 
soluble yellowish coloured acid, in fine prisms (m. p. 233°), soluble 
in alcohol, ether, glacial acetic acid, and benzene; it forms a very 
sparingly soluble calcium salt (I in 160), and a crystalline ethyl salt 
(m. p. 92°). 

/^Naphthoic acid gives — first, a yellowish easily soluble nitro-acid 
(m. p. 220°), readily dissolved by alcohol, ether, acetic acid, and ben- 
zene, forming a slightly soluble calcium salt (1 in 388), and an ethyl 
salt (m. p. 82°) ; also a sparingly soluble acid (m. p. about 280°), 
forming a very slightly soluble calcium salt (1 in 930), and an ethyl 
salt (m. p. 107°). 

The alkaline salts of all four acids are easily soluble in water, their 
silver salts insoluble. Their constitution is as yet unknown. 

Ob. B. 

Synthesis of Phenylnaphthaleiie. By W. Smith (Ber., 12, 
1396 — 1398). — When a mixture of monobromonaplithalene and ben- 
zene is passed through an empty tube heated to redness, very little 
change takes place. But when the tube is filled with soda-lime at the 
fame temperature, the three following reactions occur simultane- 
ously : — 

(1.) 2C 10 H 7 Br 4- 2G 6 Hs + 2NaOH = 2WaBr + 2H,0 + 

0«H fi OaHfi 4- C 10 H 7 .0 10 H 7 . 

(2.) CioH 7 Br + CgHe 4* NaOH ~ MaBr *4 H*0 4 * OjoED?. C elia. 

(3.) CioH 7 Br 4- 20eH 6 + NaOH = NaBr 4- H*0 + C 10 H S + 

' CeHe-CeHa. 
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In the actual experiment, a little diphenyl and a considerable quan- 
titvof naphthalene were formed. 

When a mixture of naphthalene and monobromobenzene is passed 
through a combustion tube, filled with pumice stone and heated to 
strong redness, diphenyl , isodinaphthyl , and a new hydrocarbon of 
lower boiling point than the dinaphthyls, are obtained mixed with the 
unchanged original bodies. The new hydrocarbon is soluble in hot 
spirit, and separates on cooling in microscopic plates, which may be 
sublimed in transparent scales showing blue fluorescence (m. p. 101 — 
102°). It smells like pomegranate. It is probably phenylnaphthalene , 
produced by the second of tho reactions occurring in the process : — 

(1.) 2C 10 H 8 + 2C fl H 5 Br = 2HBr + C i0 H 7 .C 10 H 7 + C 6 H*.C 6 H fi . 

(2.) C 10 H 8 4~ CaHgBr = HBr 4- CioBDjr.CeHs. Oh. B. 


Synthesis of Anthracene. By 0. L. Jacksok and J. F. Whitr 
(Per., 12, 1965 — 1967). — A solution of orthobromobenzyl bromide in 
toluene when acted on by sodium yields a product which may be sepa- 
rated into three parts : — A, an oil which after some time becomes crystal- 
line (m. p. about 51°), this has not yet been investigated. B, a mixture 
of anthracene and anthracene dihydride. 0, a bituminous residue. 
The formation of anthracene by this reaction proves that the two car- 
ion atoms in cmthraoem are combined with both benzene-rings in the 

T. C. 


Constitution of Alizarin-blue. By C. Graebe (B&r., 12, 1416 — 
1418). — The analyses of the salts and ethers of alizarin-blue have con- 
firmed the author’s formula for it, CnHeNO*, and shown that its 
molecule contains two ketone oxygen atoms and two hydroxyl groups. 
The two atoms of oxygen which nitroalizarin loses in its conversion 
into this body by the action of glycerol (Ber., 11, 1646 and 1945) are 
therefore those of the nitro-group. 

The author considers that alizarin-blue bears to alizarin the same 
relation that chinoline bears to benzene, and ascribes to it and the base 
derived from it by heating with zinc-dust the constitution and 
names, 


H CH=CH H CH=0H 



Alizarin-blue. Anthrachinolme. 


on the following gronnds : — Alizarin-blue yields phthalic acid on oxi- 
dation, showing that only one benzene nucleus contains lateral chains. 
Moreover, the nitroalizarin of ftosenstiehl and Caro, used in preparing 
it, which also yields phthalic acid on oxidation, cannot be converted 
into purpuxin like its isomeride prepared by Perkin : it must there- 
fore contain the groups OH : OH ; N0 2 in the positions 1:2: 3, since 
according to Baeyer, the corresponding groups of purpurin have tlu» 
arrangement, 1:2:4. 

Anthrachinoline (m. p, 170°, b. p. 446°) is a tertiary base. It can 
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be readily oxidised into a qninone which. reacts with zinc-dust and soda 
like anthraquinone . 

The synthesis of ohinoline from aniline and allyl iodide, effected by 
Konigs (JBer., 12, 463), is to a certain extent analogous to the syn- 
thesis of alizarin-bine from nitro-alizarin and glycerol. Oh. B. 

Action of Amm onia on Anthraquinonesulphonie Acids. 
By R. Bouboajrt (JBer., 12, 1418 — 1420). When sodium anthraqninone- 
monosulphate is heated at 180° with aqueous ammonia for 48 hours, 
the group^ HS0 3 is eliminated, and a body having the composition 
C14H9O5N is formed. This substance is dark-red in colour, crystalline, 
insoluble in water, ether, and alkalis, but soluble in alcohol and ben- 
zene (m. p. 301°). By sublimation it is obtained in crystals strongly 
resembling those of alizarin. It has the composition of amido-oxyah - 
thraquinone, but differs from known bodies of that type in being in- 
soluble in alkalis. 

Acetic anhydride converts it into a yellow triaceiyl- compound 
(m. p. 267°) soluble in alcohol and ether ; by the action of potassium 
nitrite and sulphuric acid, it yields a volatile nitro-derivaiive — 

CuH B 0 3 N(Nr0 2 ) (m. p. 240°). 

The latter when heated with zinc-dust is converted into a basic body 
containing oxygen (m. p. 210°), which dissolves slowly in dilute 
sulphuric acid ; its solutions in alcohol and ether are dichroic. Its 
constitution is not known. 

Sodium anthraquinonebisulphate (analogous to isopurpurin) when 
similarly treated with ammonia yields a nitrogenous body, still con- 
taining the group HSO; it dissolves in ammonia with cherry- red 
colour, and is precipitated again by acids in pale violet flocks. The 
new acid probably has the constitution — 

C«Ha(SO*H)<QQ>OeHi(OH) .NHa, 

with which formula the analysis of its ammonium salt also agrees. 

Oh. B. 

Products from Brown Coal-tar and some Derivatives of 
Chrysene. By A. Adler (JBer., 12* 1889— 1895).— The author has 
discovered chrysene to be the chief constituent of the residue from the 
rectification of the tar, prepared by distilling a variety of brown coal 
known as pyropissite ; the following derivatives have been prepared 
from the chrysene so obtained. 

JDibromoelirysoquincme, O l8 HaBraOa. — Bromine acts directly on the 
qninone, and by crystallisation from carbon bisulphide, the dibromo- 
derivative is obtained in small red leaflets, which dissolve in alcohol 
and benzene, bnt less easily in ether. It melts at 160— 165°. 

JDinit^oohrysoqmmne, Ci8H a (N0 2 )a0 2 . — By dissolving ehrysoquinone 
in nitric acid (sp. gr. 1*4) a red solution is formed, from which the 
dinitro-derivative is precipitated on addition of water. By crystallisa- 
tion from hot acetic acid and alcohol, it is obtained in red needles 
(m. p. 230°) sparingly soluble in benzene and ether. 

Tnbrornodinifroohrysene , CisH^NOa^Brg. — This compound is formed 
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by tbe direct action of bromine on tetranitrochrysene ; it dissolves in 
alcohol, from which it crystallises in yellowish-red needles, is sparingly 
soluble in benzene and ether. It is not decomposed by alcoholic 
potash. 

The action of reducing agents on tetranitrochrysene yield but un- 
satisfactory resalts. 

Barium chrysoquinonedisulphate, Ci8H 8 Oi(SOj)JBa, is formed hy 
treating the sulphomc acid with barium carbonate : on concentration 
in a vacuum it is obtained in well-formed crystals, viz., regular octa- 
hedrons. It is unstable, takes np moisture from the air, and becomes 
red. P. P. B. 

Hydration of Terpenes. By P. Flawitzky (Ber., 12, 1406 — 
1407). — The hydration of terpenes, shown by the author to take place 
under the influence of hydrochloric and sulphuric acids (Bar., 12 , 
1022), is also effected by hydriodic and phosphoric acids, but not by 
oxalic and acetio acids. Using alcoholic sulphuric acid, the amount 
of hydrate formed is greater the more soluble the terpene is in that 
mixture. Thus, one part of Prench oil of turpentine (Md = — 30°) 
mixed with one part 90 per cent, alcohol and one half part oil of 
vitriol (sp. gr. 1*64) and allowed to stand for ten days, is dissolved to 
the extent of more than one half ; and on adding a little water to the 
solution a liquid layer separates, which solidifies when left for a few 
days in an open dish. By washing with water, distilling with steam 
and fractional distillation, an optically-inactive, pleasantly-smelling 
compound, OioH ia O, is obtained, which is soluble in all proportions in 
alcoholic sulphuric acid of the above strength. 

Sulphuric acid also acts on certain terpenes ([#]d = — 36° and [a]j> 
=s + 24°) from Russian oil of turpentine, but very slightly on oil of 
lemon ([a] D = -f 55°), Alcoholic nitric acid also dissolves oil of tur- 
pentine. Ch. B. 

Abietie Acid. By 0. Emmerling (Bar., 12, 1441— 144C.— Tho 
most important work with reference to this acid is that of Maly 
( Annalen , 132, 249), who ascertained its composition, C^H^Os, and 
considered that it is produced by hydration from colophonium, 
C«H<j 40 t . Maly prepared several of its compounds, including the 
ethyl salt, C^Hw^Hs^Oe and the glycerol salt, abietvn. 

By the action of sodium amalgam, he converted it into hydroabietic 
acid , OiiHegOs ; and by fusion with potash obtained, besides some pro- 
pionic acid, a potash salt which was soluble in water, but insoluble in 
potash solution, and was not a protocatechuate. By the action of 
phosphoric chloride, he obtained various hydrocarbons. Amongst 
later investigators (Fluckeger, Sclireder and others) Oiamioian (Ber., 
11, 269) heated it with zinc-dust and obtained toluene , metethylmethyl- 
henzene , metJiylnaphthalene and methylanthracene. 

Abietie acid is best obtained pure by digesting colophonium with 70 
per cent, alcohol for a couple of days, washing the undissolved portion 
with weak spirit, and dissolving it in the smallest quantity of glacial 
acetic acid. From this solution, the acid gradually separates in crusts. 
By adding a little water to its solution in hot alcohol and stirring, the 
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acid may be obtained in crystalline scales (m. p. 139° ; Lievert, Jahres- 
bericlit , L859, 508, gives 150°; Maly 165°, and Fluckeger 135°). By 
slow evaporation of its alcoholic solution, it is obtained in equilateral 
triangular crystals. 

.Abietic acid probably contains hydroxyl-groups. When heated 
with acetic chloride or anhydride it yields a neutral oil which could 
not be purified, and was therefore not analysed. Since, however, it 
gives up acetic acid to boiling potash, it is evidently an acetyl com- 
pound. . By adding bromine to a solution of abietic acid in carbon 
bisulphide a bromine derivative is formed, probably CuHesBraO*, 
which separates from alcohol as a red powder (m. p. 134°). 

When abietic acid is distilled with zinc chloride, a heavy oil is pro- 
duced, which has the properties of Anderson’s resin-oil ( Jahresbericht , 
1869, 78?). A portion of this liquid, boiling between 70° and 250°, 
may be separated by water vapour ; the part which comes over between 
80 J and 100° contains heptylene, since on treatment with hydriodic acid 
it yields heptyl iodide . 

Strong hydriodic and hydrochloric acids at 145° appear to dehydrate 
abietic acid, reproducing colophonium. Fusing potash does not attack 
it. By oxidation with permanganate, carbonic, acetic and formic 
acids are produced. When it is boiled with chromic mixture, acetic 
acid is formed in large quantity ; and after this has been removed by 
distillation, ether extracts from the liquid a little trimellitic acid , 
C t> H 3 (COOH) 3 , which was converted into barium salt and analysed. 
The aoid separated from this salt is crystalline, and by sublimation 
yields trimellitic anhydride (m. p. 158°). Ch. B. 

The Glucoside from White Mustard-seed. By H. Will and 
A. Laubenheimer (Annalen, 199, 150 — 164). — Sinalbin, C3oHu¥ 2 S 2 0 1(J , 
is prepared by extracting with warm alcohol white mustard seed 
(Sinapis alba) from which the oil has been removed by pressure and 
by treatment with carbon bisulphide. The crystals which are deposited 
are washed with carbon bisulphide and dissolved in a small quantity of 
hot water : the solution is then boiled with animal charcoal, filtered, and 
mixed with strong alcohol, and the precipitate which is formed is recrys- 
tallised from alcohol, when pale-yellow needle-shaped crystals of sinal- 
bin are obtained. The mother-liquor from the crude sinalbin contains 
sinapin thiocyanate. Sinalbin is insoluble in ether and carbon bisul- 
phide, sparingly soluble in cold absolute alcohol, but freely soluble in 
water. The aqueous solution has a neutral reaction; when brought 
in contact; with a trace of an alkali, it acquires an intense yellow 
colour which is turned red by nitric acid. Silver nitrate throws down 
a white precipitate which consists of the silver compounds of sinapin 
and of sinalbin thiocarbimide ; the filtrate, which has a strongly acid 
reaction, contains sinapin (which may be precipitated by mercuric 
chloride) and grape-sugar. When the precipitate is decomposed by 
sulphuretted hydrogen, sinapin sulphate, OmHmNCVHSO*, and the 
cyanide, CeH^OHJCHaCN - , pass into solution $ the latter can be ex- 
tracted with ether. After recrystallisation, from benzene, the cyanide 
forms colourless plates (m. p. 69°) soluble in ether, alcohol, warm 
benzene, and warm water. On boiling with potash, ammonia is evolved 
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and orfkohydroxijplienylcbcetic acid, CeH^OHJCHa.OOOH, is produced. 
The acid crystallises in. colourless prisms (m. p. 144*5°), soluble in 
alcohol, ether, audhot -water, and bears some resemblance to Salkowski’s 
parahydroxyphenylacetic acid ( Ber ., 12, 1438*). The calcium salt , 
(CaHiOalaCa + 4H 2 0, forms glistening prisms, sparingly soluble in 
cold water: the barium salt, (CJE^Oa^Ba + H 2 0, triclmic prismB, 
slightly soluble in cold water. The silver salt , CgH^OsAg, is almost 
insoluble in water, and is decomposed by heat. 

On the addition of mercuric chloride to a warm aqueous solution of 
sinalbin, a precipitate is produced which contains, in addition to com- 
pounds of mercury with sinapin sulphate and the cyanide, C 7 H 7 OON, 
a double chloride, viz., Ci 6 H 23 K 0 6 HCl.HgCl 2 . 

Tf ground white mustard-seed iB treated with water and filtered, au 
add liquid is obtained which contains myrosin, sugar, sinapin thio- 
cyanate, and sulphate. The myrosin may be precipitated from this 
solution by alcohol. An aqueous solution of sinalbin is decomposed 
by myrosin, thus : — 

CaoHuNaSAe - C 7 H 7 O.NCS + CiaH^Oa.H^Ch + C 6 H 12 0 6 . 

Sinalbin. Sinalbin tbiocarbimide. Sinapin sulphate. Sugar. 

The pungent principle in the mustard-seed is contained in the 
albuminous precipitate, which separates out on the addition of the 
myrosin ; by extraction with alcohol and ether it can he obtained in 
the impure state as a yellow oil insoluble in water. W. 0. W. 

Chlorophyll By A. G-autiee (Oompt.rend., 89, 861 — 866). — The 
author succeeded in obtaining pure crystallised chlorophyll in the year 
1877, by the following process. The green leaves of spinach and 
cressps were bruised in a mortar, with addition of sodium carbonate, 
so as to neutralise the acidity of the juice, and then pressed. The solid 
residue was suspended in alcohol of 55°, and again pressed, and the 
process repeated with alcohol of 83°. Chlorophyll, wax, fats, and 
pigments dissolve. The liquid is filtered, and then shaken with pure 
animal charcoal. The green colouring matter is absorbed after several 
days ; the charcoal is washed with alcohol of 65°, which removes a 
yellow crystaliisable substance. It is then washed with dry other, or 
light petroleum, when the chlorophyll dissolves, and is deposited in 
dark-green crystals by slow evaporation. 

^ It forms needles of as much as half a centimeter long, of soft con- 
sistence ; on keeping it turns yellowish- or greenish-brown. Some of 
the smaller crystals transmit green light, and some lilac. The crys- 
talline form appears to be an oblique rhomboidal prism, the rhombohc- 
dral angle being about 45°. As thus obtained, chlorophyll presents 
striking analogy to bilirubin ; it is soluble in the same solvents ; it is 
removed from its solutions by animal charcoal, and may be again 
recovered by treatment with ether or petroleum; it forms salts with 
bases ; it is easily oxidised in presence of light ; it undergoes numerous 
changes, accompanied by alteration of colour ; and it combines directly 
with nascent hydrogen. When digested with hydrochloric acid, it 
splits up into ghylloxanthin, a brown substance, crystallising from ether 
or hot alcohol, and Fr^my’s phyllocyanic acid, an olive-green substance, 
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soluble in alcohol and ether, and forming salts with bases. Chlorophyll 
thns prepared is absolutely free from iron. The “ ohlorophyllane ” 
discovered by Hoppe- Seyler (an account of which is published in Ber., 
12, 1555), closely agrees in its properties with the substance separated 
by the author. Tbe analyses of the two bodies are also fairly con- 
cordant. Hoppe- Seyler’s chlorophyllane contains C = 73*4 ; H = 
9*7 ; H = 5*62 ; P = 1*37 ; Mg = 0*34 ; 0 = 9*57 ; and the author’s 
analysis of chlorophyll which had turned yellow from exposure to light 
is 0 = 73*97; H = 9*80 ; JST = 4*15 : ash = 1*75 ; 0 = 10*33. The 
author concludes by remarking that his discovery was two years prior 
to that of Hoppe-Seyler, and he has been induced to publish in con- 
sequence of the latter’s recent paper. W. R. 

Colouring-matter of Anguria and Colyeynth. By A. and G. 
db Negri ( Gazzetta , 9, 506 — 507). — In the fruit of Oucumis angnria, 
a very unstable red colouring-matter exists, which the authors have 
named rubidine. It may easily be obtained by exhausting the fruit 
with ether, evaporating, and treating the residue with absolute alcohol ; 
this dissolves a yellow colouring-matter, and leaves the rubidine in the 
crystalline state. It is insoluble in water, but easily soluble in benzene, 
chloroform, or carbon bisulphide ; the solutions giving a characteristic 
spectrum, with two absorption-bands in the green, and another less 
distinct in the bine. It crystallises in beautiful red needles with yel- 
lowish-green metallic reflex ; it is not altered by the action of am- 
monia, but becomes blue when treated with concentrated sulphuric or 
nitric acid. It is not volatile, bnt carbonises when strongly heated. 

It is probable that rubidine exists in other plants; in fact the 
authors have extracted a red crystalline substance from colyeynth, 
very closely resembling rubidine in its properties, and apparently 
identical with it. C. E. G. 

Lapaehic Acid. By E. Patern 5 (Preliminary Notice) ( Gazzetta , 
9, 505 — 506). — This acid is obtained from the “ lapacho ” wood, 
furnished by a tree of the order Bigoniacese, indigenous to the Argen- 
tine Republic and other parts of South America. The formula of the 
acid is C 15 H 14 O 3 , and that of its silver salt, CitJEfigAgOg ; treated with 
acetic chloride or anhydride it yields a crystalline acetate, CisHwAeaOg, 
whilst with bromine it gives the compound C 15 H w BrO,, crystallising 
in orange-coloured plates. It is almost entirely converted into 
phthalic acid by the action of nitric acid, and yields naphthalene and 
isobutylene when distilled with zinc turnings. The acid appears to 
be identical with Stein’s gromhartin and with Amoudon’s tcuguic acid. 

0. E. G. 

Compounds from Animal Tar. By H. Weidel (Ber., 12, 
1989 — 2012). — Since the oxidation-products (nicotinic acid, cincho- 
meronic acid, oxycinchomeronic acid, berberonic add) of certain 
alkaloids gave chiefly pyridine by the dry distillation of their lime- 
salts, whilst others (cinchonine and chinolic acid) gave chinoline, a 
more minute examination of the bases from animal tar than had 
hitherto been made appeared very desirable. Animal tar begins to 
boil at about 80°, when an oily distillate mixed with water passes over 
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accompanied by a considerable evolution of ammonia. The tempera- 
ture then rises gradually to 250°, beyond which the distillation cannot 
be carried conveniently on account of the rapid sublimation of am- 
monium cyanide, ammonium carbonate, <fcc. The bases (picoline, 
pyridine, &c.) were separated and isolated from the above distillate 
by a process described in the original paper. 1,400 kilos." of tar gave 
18*5 kilos, of the dry bases, boiling between 95° and 250°. 

The picoline obtained boiled at 183 — 139°. Several analyses and a 
vapour-density determination of the lowest and highest boiling portions 
gave numbers corresponding with the formula, C 6 H 7 ¥, but different 
oxidation-products were obtained from each, showing that they were 
not identical. Devar (Z&its. Ghem , 1871, 116) obtained pyridinedi- 
carboxylic acid, C7H5NO4, by the oxidation of picoline with potassium 
permanganate ; the author, however, using exactly the same process, 
did not obtain this acid, but two other acids having the composition 
CeHsN’Os ; he afterwards succeeded in obtaining Devar’s pyridinedi- 
carboxylic acid, but only from those portions of the distillate from the 
tar having the composition of lutidine. The two acids obtained above 
by the oxidation of picoline were separated by means of the difference 
in the solubility of their copper salts which were then decomposed by 
sulphuretted hydrogen. 

Picolinic Acid , C«HsN0 2 . — This is the acid obtained from the less 
soluble copper salt. It crystallises iu prismatic needles (m. p. 135°) 
which are easily soluble in alcohol and in water, but almost insoluble 
in ether, benzene, chloroform, and carbon bisulphide. It is odourless, 
and has an acid taste, afterwards bitter. On adding a copper salt to 
a not too dilute solution of this acid or its salts, a precipitate of 
brilliant violet-blue needles or plates is produced : this characteristic 
action may be used for the identification of the acid. It is monobasic ; 
the potassium, sodium, ammonium, calcium [(OgHiNO^a-Ca+l-J-HsO], 
barium [(CJHiNOJa.Ba-f H 2 0], magnesium [(CftH^Oa^.Mg+SHaOj, 
cadmium, and copper salts, were prepared and described. The hydro - 
chloride , CeHsKOs-HOl, crystallises in large colourless crystals, and 
gives a platinoehloride, (CeHsNOo.HClJa.PtGh + H 2 0, of sp. gr. 2*0672 
at 22°. 

Picolinic acid may be considered as pyridineoarboxylic acid, 
CaHeN.COOH, being obtained by the oxidation of picoline or methyl 
pyridine, CsH^.CHg. This view is further confirmed by the fact that 
pyridine, together with a small quantity of dipyridine, is formed by 
the dry distillation of its calcium salt with quick-lime, or on heating 
the acid with alcoholic potash in sealed tubes at 240°. The sodium 
salt of picolinic acid by reduction with sodium-amalgam, gives a new 
acid, oxy sorbic acid , CgHaOg, whilst ammonia is evolved. Oxysor- 
binic acid crystallises in colourless needles (m. p. about 85°) which are 
exceedingly deliquescent and very soluble in water, but almost in- 
soluble in hot or cold alcohol. It reduces Trommer’s copper solution. 
The calcium, barium, and cadmium salts were prepared ; they are all 
amorphous. 

Nicotinic Acid, CeHYETOa. — This acid, obtained together with pico- 
linic add by the oxidation of picoline, crystallises in needles (m. p. 
228°), and is identical with the acid previously obtained by the author 
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(Annalm, 165 , 328), and also by Laiblin (Her., ID, 2136). Nicotinic 
acid, like picolinic acid, by the dry distillation of its calcium salt, 
yields pyndine, whilst redaction with sodium-amalgam converts it 
into oxysorbinio acid. A table is given showing the more important 
differences between picolinic and nicotinic acids. 

The formation of two distinct acids from picoline shows that the 
latter is a mixture of two isomeric compounds, which cannot be sepa- 
rated by fractional distillation. This can, however, be attained by 
making use of the different solubilities of their platinochlorides. The 
cc-picaline compound being less soluble than that of ft -picoline. 

cc-Picoline (b. p. 184°, uncorr.) is optically inactive, and gives on 
oxidation only picolinic acid. The platinochloride, according to the 
condition of its formula (C fl EyN.HCl) 2 + PtCl* + H a Q), can be 
obtained either anhydrous or with water of crystallisation. 

p-Picnline (b. p. 140°) is slightly lsevorotatory, and on oxidation 
gives only nicotinic acid ; it is less soluble in water than a-picoline. 
The picoline which Baeyer obtained synthetically by the dry distilla- 
tion of the ammonia compound of acrolein ( Annalen , 155, 281), is not 
identical with either a- or j3-pieoline, and therefore forms the third of 
Komer’s three possible picolines. T. 0. 

Some Derivatives of Cinchonine. By A. Wischnegradsky 
(Her., 12 , 1480 — 1482). — Butlerow and Wischnegradsky have shown 
(Her., 11 , 1253) that cinchonine, under certain as yet undefined con- 
ditions, is decomposed by fusing potash into chinoline and a base 
which they have further resolved into a fatty acid and ethyl-pyridene. 
The latter base is a pleasantly-smelling liquid (b. p. 166°), soluble 
in water with difficulty. It combines with platinic and mercuric 
chlorides, and by oxidation with a 30 per cent, chromic acid solution 
in presence of sulphuric acid, yields Laiblin’s monocarbopyridenio 
(nicotinic) acid, C7H9N 4- 30a = C 6 H 5 0 2 ]S[ + C0 2 + 2H a O. It is 
isomeric, or identical with Anderson’s lutuline. 

With regard to chinoline, the author finds that by oxidation with 
chromic and snlphnric acids, it yields Ramsay and Dobbie’s dicarbo - 
pyridemc acid (this Journal, 35, 189), obtained by oxidation of cincho- 
nine. This reaction harmonises with Komer’s view of its constitu- 
tion, confirmed by Baeyer and Konig’s synthesis, viz., that it is 
naphthalene in which the group CH has been replaced by N. By 
reduction with zinc and hydrochloric acid, chinoline yields a resinous 
base, which forms uncrystallisable fialts, aud a base having nearly the 
same boiling point as itself, and forming a crystalline compound with 
hydrochloric acid. 

These experiments lead to the conclusion that cinchonine contains 
a metkylchimline and an ethylpyrldine nucleus. By the addition of 
hydrogen, the double union of carbon and nitrogen in the two nuclei 
mdy he supposed to be loosened ; and from the hypothetical secondary 
bases thus formed, cinchonine may be constituted by the intervention 
of the acta radicle OH3.CH.CO or CH*.CH a .CO, thus:— 

EtC fi H fi .N.O*H4.CO.N.C 9 H 7 .]m3. 

By oxidation, these hydrogenated bases are reconverted into the 
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tertiary bases (or their derivatives), pyridine and chinoline. . Fusing 
potash, acts on cinchonine in two ways, partly by oxidising it to cin- 
chonic acid, and partly by decomposing it, with reduction, into methyl- 
chinoline. The potash further decomposes the cinchonic acid with 
formation of chinoline. As a fact, chinoline prepared from cinchonine 
always con tains methylchinolme or lutidine (Williams and Wisch- 

ff 8 the ^constitution of cinchonine given above is correct, it should 
be obtained synthetically by acting with dihydrolepidine and dihydro- 
ethylpyridine on the chloranhydride of one of the chloropropionic 
acids. B. 

Homocinclionidine. By Z. H. Skkaup (Annalen, 199, 359 — 
308). — Cinchonidine and Hesse’s homocinchonidine (Her., 10, 2156) 
are identical in crystalline form and melting point, and they have the 
same composition, CuHmNsO, and rotatory power. The determina- 
tions of the solubility of the alkaloids in water, ether, and alcohol, 
yield slightly varying results. Since the salts of homocinchonidine 
and cinchonidine resemble each other in every respect, the author con- 
cludes that the two bases are identical. W. 0. W. 

Qranamine, By 0. Hessje (Armalen, 199, 333 — 337). — Analyses 
of the free base and of the hydriodide and platinochloride show that 
quinamine has the composition OieH^HsOg. 

The alkaloid is dextrogyrate ; the rotatory power of its solutions is 


seen from the following numbers, p = 2 and 1 15° : — 

Solvent. * ctD. 

97 per cent, alcohol .... -f- 104-50° 
Chloroform + 93*50 


Water + 1 moL HC1 . . + 116*03 

Water + 3mols.HCl.. + 117*18 W. 0. W. 

A New Organic Acid, Lithobilic Acid. By 0*. Roster 
(Gazzetta, 9, 462 — 471). — In the author’s paper on lithofellio acid 
(this vol., p. 131), he mentioned that in recrystallising the crude pre- 
cipitated barium lithofellate, a substance remained undissolved, appa- 
rently the barium salt of a new acid ; this is of a resinoid nature, 
and after being thoroughly washed with boiling water, in which it is 
almost insoluble, is obtained as a yellowish amorphous semitransparent 
mass. It melts at 109°, and on treatment with acids, it is decomposed 
with liberation of the new acid. Although this barium salt is usually 
amorphous, it was ou one occasion obtained in a crystalline state, 
on allowing a hot filtered solution of crude barium lithofellate to 
evaporate spontaneously. The crystals, which were exceedingly 
minute, were of rhombohedric habit, but owing to their smallness, but 
few measurements could be taken. Two analyses of the barium salt 
were made, the results agreeing with the formula CaoHrcOs.H. 

JUtJiobilic acid was prepared by decomposing the barium salt with 
dilute hydrochloric acid, and after carefully washing with warm water. 
Crystallising it from alcohol. The acid forms tufts of long needles, 
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of a slightly yellowish tinge (m. p. 199°) . It is insoluble in water, 
moderately soluble in ether, and readily in alcohol even in the cold. 
Heated with concentrated hydrochloric acid, it is decomposed and dis- 
solved with a very beantifnl violet-rose coloration. Its alcoholic solu- 
tion is dextrorotatory ; the specific rotatory power for D being greater 
than that of lithofelHc acid. 

In conclusion, the author points out the difference in properties 
between lithofelHc and Hthobilic acids, such as the difference in the 
solubility of the barium salts, the difference in melting points, &c. 
The new acid would seem to belong to the group of biliary acids, as it 
gives Pettenkofer’s reaction, and, when burned, emits the peculiar 
aromatic odour characteristic of the biliary acids. C. E. Q*. 

Constitution of Stag's Horn. By A. Blennard (Oompt. rend., 
89 , 953 — 954). — Purified stag's horn gave the following numbers on 
analysis: — 

I. C, 45*03 ; H, 7*3 ; J5T, 16*01 ; Ash, 2*4. 

H. C, 44*90 ; H, 7*0 ; 15*5 ; Ash, 2*3. 

On digestion with baryta in an autoclave at 150° for 48 hours, it 
gave — 

NH 3 , 2*7; C0 2 , 3*0; CjHA, 3*2; 1*2 

Analysis of the residue, which amounted to 95 per cent, of the puri- 
fied horn, gave — 

I. C, 44*8; H, 7*5; K, 13*9; Ash, 0*37. 

H. 0,44*5; H, 7*45; 13*8. 

These results correspond with the equation — 

* CusbHjjosH^Obs -|“ 13H a O = 7 MjH 3 4~ 3COa 4* O2H4O3 4* 

1*5C 2 H 3 0 4 + CitoEwftvOto. 

Comparing this equation with that deduced by Schutzenberger from 
similar experiments with albumin, viz., 

C^H^sOeo 4- 48H*0 = 13NH3 4- 3C 2 HA + 3CO a + 

3G2H4OS 4” 0 OTlIs&NioOgt, 

the following inferences are drawn : — that stag’s horn is a lower homo- 
logue of coagulated egg albumin, and is more hydrated; and each 
molecule of carbonic and oxalic acids formed corresponds approximately 
to two molecules of ammonia; whilst oxaHc and acetic acids are 
evolved in nearly equivalent amounts. W f B. 
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Gaseous Nitrogen, a Product of the Decomposition of 
Albuminoids in the Body. By J. Seegen and J. Nowak ( PJIug&r's 
Arohlv . /. Phys., 19, 347 — 415). — The authors criticise, at great 
length, the work of Yiot and Pettenkofer, especially Viot’s statement 
that the whole of the nitrogen resulting from the decomposition of 
albuminoids within the body is to be found in the urine and excre- 
ment. They point out possible sources of error in the experimental 
methods adopted by Viot, and in the respiration apparatus of Pettcn- 
kofer. An apparatus is minutely described, composed entirely of glass 
and metal, all joints being made tight by means of mercury, and by 
the use of which they claim to have established the facts, that a por- 
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tion of the nitrogen which results from the decomposition of albu- 
minoids in the bodies of animals passes out of the system in the 
gaseous form ; and that the amount of nitrogen thus expired increases, 
within narrow limits, in direct proportion to the duration of the expe- 
riment and the weight of the animal employed. 

As the point discussed is of importance, a table is given in which 
the actual results obtained are grouped together. 

The cubic contents of the apparatus were determined, and thus the 
total nitrogen, in grains, could be found from analysis of the air 
passing through the apparatus. * M. M. P. M. 

Chemical Composition of Milk. By L. Schischkoff (Z?er., 12, 
1490 — 1492). — Adopting the view that milk is an emulsion of fat, the 
author has made attempts to emulsify different fats. A weak solution 
of potassium or sodium carbonate (|th per cent.) will only emulsify 
those fats which contain free fatty acid, even though in minute 
quantity. The richer the fat is in solid constituents, the more easily 
is it emulsified ; fats poorer in solids require a larger proportion of 
free fatty acids. A fat must, however, be liquefied before it can form 
an emulsion ; the ease with which it does so depends therefore not on 
its firmness at ordinary temperatures, but on the superior attraction 
exerted by the emulsifying liquid on a solid over a liquid fat. An 
alkaline solution emulsifies a fat, when its smallest particles exert a 
sufficient attraction on any one constituent of the fat, even though 
absolutely indifferent to the remainder. Thus, oil of turpentine, 
mineral oil, &c., may be easily emulsified if mixed with a little stearic 
acid. A fat which cannot be emulsified in an alkaline liqnid will be 
so easily when a different fat has been previously emulsified in the 
same liquid. The fat extracted from cow’s milk by a mixture of 
alcohol and ether contains a certain quantity of fatty acids, and hence 
easily forms an emulsion. Melted butter, which contains relatively 
little free acid and solid fat, is emulsified with much less ease. The 
liquid part of butter is almost incapable of forming an emulsion, but 
does so easily when mixed with solid fat and a little free fatty acid. 
Conversely, cow fat completely loses its power of forming an emulsion 
after washing with a solution of an alkaline carbonate. It is singular 
that alkaline carbonates are chiefly attracted by, and combine with, 
the solid fats of butter. The author has not yet accurately determined 
what acids render milk fat emulsifiable : but amongst them are 
myristic, capric, caproic, and perhaps butic acids, as may be concluded 
from some of the properties of their salts, and from their melting 
points. An emulsion may be pronounced good when it is brilliantly 
white, adheres strongly to glass, and on standing slowly separates a 
layer considerably thicker than the original fat. Under the micro- 
scope it appears to be formed of small globules, nearly uniform in 
size. 

The formation of an emulsion thus evidently depends on the divi- 
sion of the fat into minute globules, and the fixation of the emulsifying 
liquid ou their surface by the molecular attraction exerted upon it by one 
of their constituents. The greater this attraction, the smaller will be the 
globules, but the more unstable the emulsion. Shaking favours the 
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division of the globules, and therefore the decomposition of the emul- 
sion. The most permanent emulsions are furnished by fats containing 
fatty acids which do not easily combine with alkalis, since the alka- 
line salts of fatty acids attract fats but feebly. By prolonged shaking 
an emulsion is completely decomposed into fat and soap, which do not 
further act on each other. 

Intermediate products are obtained by partial decomposition. An 
emulsion is decomposed on keeping, by cooling, and by dilution with 
water, alcohol, or ether, and by such operations as hasten saponification, 
viz., heating, addition of strong alkali, &c. Albuminous matters 
added in excess decompose it very easily, forming soap-like compounds 
containing fatty acids, fat, albumin, and alkalis, or even salts. These 
compounds have little attraction for the excess of fat, wherefore the 
latter separates. The fat contained in these compounds cannot be 
extracted by alcohol or ether alone, but may be so by a mixture of tbe 
two. Albuminous matters decompose emulsions loss easily in presence 
of calcium salts, since a mixture of albumin with these salts, especially 
the phosphates, strongly attracts fats. 

That milk is an emulsion of fat in a liquid containing albumin, 
salts, and sugar, the author has proved by preparing a similar artificial 
emulsion closely resembling it. The changes taking place in milk 
when kept depend on the formation of various new emulsions. The 
composition of the cream is different at different periods of its forma- 
tion. The first portions give the best butter, and consist of fat, alka- 
line phosphates, and albumin, forming a compound insoluble in water 
and weak acids ; the later portions are richer in albumin and lime 
salts. These latter emulsions consist of smaller globules, contain free 
fatty acid, and yield a much coarser butter. About the time of their 
separation the milk begins to turn sour, and consequently all the sub- 
stances which are insoluble in weak acids, and have a sufficiently low 
specific gravity, pass into the cream. If the souring of the milk be 
prevented, very little cream will be formed. Butter consists of fat, 
and an emulsion containing lime, insoluble in water. 

Finally, the author has discovered in whey an albuminoid which is 
different from common albumin and from casein. Synthetic experi- 
ments have shown that casein without albumin may form milk, but 
not cream. These two albuminoids together go to form milk and 
cream ; but the latter is only obtained in its natural form, when tbo 
third modification is present. Ch. B. 

Combinations of Phosphoric Acid in the Nervous Substance. 
By L. Jolly (Cornet, rend., 89, 756 — 758). — Phosphoric acid occurs 
in the nervous substance as glycero- or oleo-phosphoric acid, and on 
ignition of the brain substance a residue, consisting of phosphoric acid 
and alkaline phosphates, and carbonates is left. The results obtained 
by the ignition of 100 grams of the brain substance of the ox and calf, 
and the spinal marrow of the ox are as follows : — 
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Brain of calf. 

Brain of ox. 

Spinal marrow 
of ox. 

Free phosphoric acid 

. . — 

0-095 

0-874 

Potassium phosphate 

. . 4774 

1-851 

2-310 

Sodium „ 

. . 0-104 

0-206 

0-105 

Magnesium „ 

. . 0-054 

0-178 

0-076 

Iron „ 

. . 0-088 

0-309 

0-154 


5-020 

2-639 

3-519 


The pliosphoric acid iiL combination with alkalis is calculated as 
potassium phosphate. 

These results show that in the young animal, the brain is very rich 
in phosphates, whilst in the full grown animal, the spinal cord contains 
more phosphoric acid, and that after the alkaline phosphates, phos- 
phate of iron is most abundant. L. T. O’S. 

Distribution of Phosphates in the Muscles and Tendons. By 
L. Jolly (Oomjpt. rend,, 89, 958 — 959). — Although the total amount 
of phosphates in muscle has been determined, analyses are wanting 
in which the separate phosphates have been estimated. The author 
has analysed the muscle of the calf, and of thin and fat oxen, with the 
following results : — 

100 grams of dried muscular tissue contain : — 



Calf. 

Thin ox. 

Pat ox. 

Alkaline^phosphates 

0-971 

0 021 

1-201 

Calcium „ 

0-099 

0-060 

0-350 

Magnesium 

0-135 

0-073 

0-430 

Iron „ 

0-042 

0-040 

0-065 

Iron oxide, nncombined with 


* 


phosphorus 

— 

— 

— 


1-247 

0-394 

2-046 

The ash of tendons was also analysed — 




Calf. 


Ox. 

Alkaline phosphates 

. . . 0-480 


0-185 

Calcium „ 

... 0-048 


0-396 

Magnesium „ ..... 

. . . 0-060 


0-136 

Iron „ ..... 

... 0-110 


0-061 


0-698 


0-776 


W. B. 

Distribution of Copper in the Animal Kingdom. By M. 
G-iunti (OazzeUa, 9, 546 — 555). — After noticing the statements of 
various chemists as to the existence of appreciable quantities of copper 
in various parts of the human system, 01062 * researches on the blood 
of the goat, and Chnrch*s on the red pigment in the feathers of cer- 
tain of the Musophagid®, the author describes his own experiments, 
which he was induced to undertake on discovering copper in some 
bat’s guano from a cave at Santagata d* Bsaro j various samples of 
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this were found to contain from O' 848 to 0*403 per cent, of cupric 
oxide, CuO. The next step was to examine the bats whose excrements 
had formed the guano; several of these were incinerated and the 
copper estimated in the ash : it was found to bo 0*039 per cent,, equiva- 
lent to 0*0014 on the original weight of the bats. It is worthy of note 
that the proportion of copper found in these animals is much less than 
in the guano, which confirms the observations of Paul and Kingzett, 
that when copper is exhibited internally, the greater portion passes 
out with the excrements. Lastly, the food of these insectivorous 
animals was examined. Various species of insects (more than 20 in 
number) belonging to the natural orders Hymenopterse, Coleopteree, 
and Lepidopterce, were tested for copper, and it was fpund in every 
case. 

Other animals examined were the hedgehog, of which the ash 
yielded 0*02 per cent. CuO, and a species of lizard (Podercis muralis). 
In the latter the amount of copper was very variable, but the mean of 
18 individuals gave 0*0565 per cent, on the ash. Two species of 
Coleoptem were examined, Anomala mils giving 0*095, and Blutta 
orientalis 0*826 per cent, on the ash. The very large quantity of 
copper in the last named insect is accounted for by their coming in 
contact with copper vessels in their excursions about the house in search 
of food. Two Myriapods were examined (Julns terrestris and Armidilli - 
dium vulgare ), the ash of the former containing 0*221, and that of the 
latter 0*197 per cent. On. A mollusc (Relix pisana) gave 0*089. The 
results already obtained are sufficient to show that copper is very 
widely distributed in the animal kingdom. C. E. GK 
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Alooholle Fermentation. By D. Cochin (Oompt. rend., 89 , 
✓86 — 787). — To prove the existence of a soluble ferment, yoost-wator 
was prepared from beer-yeast, according to Pasteur’s method, by boiling 
it with water in the proportion of 100 grams per litre, and filtering at 
once. The filtrate was mixed with beer-wort, at a temperature of 
25 to 30°, no fermentation set in, but on sowing some of tho residue 
m beer- wort, fermentation took place with great rapidity. This ap- 
pears to contradict Berthelot’s statement (ibid., 83 , 9) that a soluble 
ferment does exist. j Jm ^ 

Remarks on Cochin’s Note relating to Alcoholic Permenta- 
tion. By Bcrthelot (Cmpt. rend., 89, 806-808).— Cochin has 
attempted to continue Claude Bernard’s work by some observations on 
the actual process of fermentation of sugar with beer-yeast, and failed 
in separating a soluble ferment from an extract of beer-yeast, in which 
the yeast itself was growing. Now a liquid in which yeast is actually 
growing does not cause alcoholic fermentation, and if a soluble fer- 
ment exists at all, it must be sought for under conditions analogous 
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to those in which digestive ferments are formed, viz., under the influence 
of the food which the ferment is intended to digest. W. B». 

Alcoholic Fermentation : Reply to Berthelot. By D. Cochin 
( Oompt . m&d., 89 , 992 — 994), — The author replies to Berthelot’s 
criticism, that yeast actually growing does not provoke fermentation, 
by stating that the ferment he used was stable, contained no organisms 
in the state of growth, and although capable of inverting sugar, did 
not induce alcoholic fermentation. W. R. 

Vital Power of Schizomycetes in Absence of Oxygen. 
By J. W. Gunning (J*. pr. Ghem ., 20 , 434 — 443). — The author has 
previously published an account of his researches (this Journal, 1878, 
Abst., 267, 907), from which he draws the conclusions that sub- 
stances capable of putrefaction when enclosed in vessels from which 
nearly all oxygen has been removed act for only a short time ; and 
when oxygen has been completely removed by means of a solution of 
grape-sugar in caustic soda mixed with indigo, no putrefaction 
occurs, and the organisms which produce putrefaction are killed. The 
present paper is a reply to Nencki’s objections, who stated that Gun- 
ning’s experiments were inaccurate. 

Gunning has shown that the apparatus employed to produce what 
Nencki termed “ space freed from oxygen ” is insufficient for that 
purpose, and contains enough oxygen to colour ferrous ferrocyanide 
deep blue. ISTencki also supposed that the presence of products of fer- 
mentation stopped all action of the organisms. To controvert this state- 
ment, Gunning adduces experiments which were already in progress 
before Nencki had published his objections. These consisted in keeping 
putrefying matter in tubes in which oxygen, hydrogen, and air were 
enclosed. As was to be expected, fermentation proceeded furthest in 
the tubes containing pure oxygen, less far in those containing air, 
and very much less in those containing hydrogen. The amount of 
decomposition was ascertained by estimating the carbonic anhydride, 
ammonia, and volatile acids. Nencki’s last objection was that by some 
chance the liquids infected may have come in contact with only those 
bacteria which require oxygen for their existence. This objection is 
shown by Gunning to depend on a mis understanding of Pasteur’s 
researches, viz., that two such varieties exist. Pasteur believes that 
such ferments as exist at the surface of a putrefying medium obtain 
oxygen from the air, and those in the interior of the liquid derive 
oxygen from the decomposing substance, bat does not imagine two 
varieties to exist. Besides, even were there snob different organisms, 
it is impossible to believe that from some chance a liquid should 
become infected with only one variety, and that the germs of the 
other variety, which would be just as likely to be present in air to the 
same extent, should have no influence. W. R. 

Nitrification. By T. Schloesing* and A. Muntz (Qompt rend 
89 , 891 — 894, 1074— -1077). — For the preceding researches of the 
same authors see this Journal, 34, 597. The authors have separated 
the organism producing nitrification from the other organisms existing 
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in soil by systematic cultivation in suitable solutions, which, had been 
previously sterilised by heat. The nitrifying organism consists of 
minute corpuscles, round or slightly elongated ; they occur frequently 
in pairs, and appear to propagate by budding; they are not easily 
distinguished from other organisms of the same class. 

The nitrifying organism is somewhat easily destroyed by boat; 
exposure for ten minutes to 100° is certainly fatal, and even 90° is 
generally sufficient. Desiccation also arrests nitrification, and appa- 
rently kills the ferment. A. soil actively nitrifying may be effectually 
sterilised by drying at the temperature of the air. Long deprivation 
of oxygen also kills the ferment, at least in liquid mediums. In 
mediums rich in organic matter, mucor is its chief enemy. Until the 
life of the fungus has run its course, no nitrification will occur. 

The nitrifying organism is not normally present in the air. In no 
case has nitrification been started in a sterilised solution by the access 
of ordinary air. It is abundant in soil, in sewage, and in waters con- 
taminated with organic matter. In running water, it is sparsely 
distributed, attaching itself to the surfaces of solid bodies. It collects 
at the bottom of the vessel, when the water is allowed fco rest. 

The effect of temperature on nitrification in liquid mediums was 
ascertained. Below 5°, the action is extremely feeble; it becomes 
appreciable at about 12°. With a rising temperature, the action 
rapidly increases, reaching its maximum at 37°, at which point the 
production of nitrates is ten times as rapid as at 14°. Beyond 37°, a 
speedy diminution of action takes place ; at 45°, less nitrate is formed 
than at 15° ; and at 50°, the action is very slight. Beyond 65°, no 
nitrification occurs. 

Free access of oxygen is essential for rapid nitrification. Other con- 
ditions being equal, nitrification in liquids will be in proportion to the 
surface exposed. In soils, nitrification will be greater in proportion to 
the amount of water present, up to that point at which the pores of 
the soil become filled and air excluded. Feeble alkalinify is another 
essential condition. This condition is generally satisfied by the pre- 
sence of carbonate of calcium, but may also be fulfilled by alkali car- 
bonates, including carbonate of ammonium ; if, however, the amount 
of alkali carbonate exceeds two or three thousandths of the solution, 
nitrification is arrested. Small quantities of neutral salts are without 
effect. Sugar, glycerol, alcohol, tartrates, and albumin are all capable 
of furnishing the organic carbon required by tbe organism. Thero is 
no constant relation between the carbonic and nitric acids produced. 
Strong light is prejudicial to nitrification, but feeble illumination has 
little effect. 

Nitrites are seldom formed in soils, but frequently in liquids if the 
temperature is below 20°, or the access of air is limited. A thin layor 
of liquid may produce nitrates, and a thicker layer nitrites. 

R. W. 

Note by Abstractor . — At Rothamsted, the maximum temperature at 
■which nitrification occurs was found to be much lower than here 
stated. Solutions kept for 64 days at 40° refused to nitrify though 
twice seeded. The difference may perhaps be explained by the 
different depths of the solutions ; this at Rothamsted was about five 
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inches, and in the case of the above experiments was (apparently) but 
a few millimeters. The production of nitric or nitrous acid is shown 
by the Rothamsted experiments to be determined in some cases by 
the condition of the ferment, rather than by the conditions of the 
medium. R. W. 

Nitrification. By E. W. Davy ( Ohm , News, 40, 271). — Experi- 
ments were made in reference to the addition of animal impurities in 
potable waters, and to ascertain tbe circumstances which were favour- 
able or otherwise to the formation of nitrites and nitrates in waters, 
which were so polluted. By using Price’s well-known test for nitrites, 
the author in most cases obtained the evidence of the formation of 
nitrites. 

Warington concludes from some experiments made that darkness is 
an essential condition to the development of those low forms of vege- 
table life which are supposed in many instances to give rise to nitrifi- 
cation, but from the results of several comparative experiments made 
in this way, the author came to the conclusion that the condition of 
light or darkness exercises but little influence one way or the other in 
this process. 

The author mentions that as regards nitrification occurring in water 
containing organic matters, it is necessary to have a certain amount of 
air or free oxygen to carry on the process. It was also found that the 
quantity of animal matter which is held in solution in the water exer- 
cises a considerable influence on nitrification ; the influence of tem- 
perature, however, is still greater, for it has been observed that in cold 
weather nitrification is very slow, whilst in warm weather, it is much 
quicker, and that by the application of artificial heat, the process can 
be greatly accelerated. 

In conclusion, the author calls attention to another fact noticed in 
connection with this subject, viz., the rapidity with which nitrites are 
sometimes formed in water contaminated with sewage impurities. 

D. B. 

Albumin and Amido-compounds in Hants. By 0. Kellner 
(J3 ied. Oenir 1879, 671 — 676). — The author made a series of investi- 
gations on plants at different stages of their growth with respeot to 
the amount of albumin and amido-compounds they contain. His 
results confirm conclusions already arrived at (Bled. Ventr ,, 1879, 870; 
this Journal, 1879, Abst., 819), namely, that the amount of albumin 
reaches its maximum only when the plant has arrived at full maturity. 
With regard to the conversion of nitrogen from inorganic sources into 
albumin, the author finds that with nitrates, a certain quantity is con- 
verted into amido-compounds. The plant investigated was the common 
pea. After soaking the seeds in water, they were divided into three 
lots, and sown in sand, the first lot being treated regularly with dis- 
tilled water, the second with solution of nitre, and the third with a 
solution of ammonium nitrate. 

Nine different kinds of potatoes grown on unmanured land gave 
the following mean results on analysis : — 
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Percentage of 

Percentage of Percentage of nitrogen nitrogenous albu- 
dried subbtance. in dried substance. nun m total. 

Nos. 1— 5 . . . . 19*45 2*117 49*1 

„ 6—9.... 22*29 1*619 57*1 

These figures show that the total quantity of nitrogen decreases as 
the total solid matter increases, while the albumin undergoes not merely 
a relative, but also an absolute increase. J. K. 0. 

Resistance of Seeds to the Prolonged Action of Chemical 
Agents. By I. Giglioli ( Guzzefta , 9, 474 — 505). — The seeds em- 
ployed in this research were chiefly those of lucerne, as they offer 
great resistance to the action of reagents, and germinate quickly. 
They were carefully selected, and trial experiments made during the 
coutse of the investigation showed that 90 per cent, germinated under 
favourable conditions. In all the experiments, the seeds were sown in 
quartzose sand kept moist. 

Action of Gases — The seeds, either dry or moist, were placed ip a 
glass globe furnished with two tubes, through which a current of the 
gas was passed until the air was entirely expelled, when the orifices 
were hermetically sealed. The gases employed were oxygen, nitro- 
gen, hydrogen, carbonic oxide, carbonic anhydride, methane, nitrous 
oxide, nitric oxide, ammonia, sulphurous anhydride, hydrogen sul- 
phide, chlorine, hydrochloric acid, and arseniuretted hydrogen, and 
the time during which the seeds were left in contact with the gas 
varied from 1 to 593 days. Full details of the experiments are 
given, and from the results the author infers that all seeds do not 
resist the action of the same gas equally well, those being least 
affected which, like lucerne, have an involucre not easily permeable 
by gases. If softened in water, they invariably die when exposed to 
the action of any other gas than air, and that whatever may bo the 
structure of the involucre. 

Of the. different gases, chlorine, hydrochloric acid, and ammonia act 
comparatively rapidly on seeds normally dry, although these may be 
able to resist the action of nitric oxide, sulphurous anh ydride, and 
hydrogen sulphide for a considerable time, whilst the other gases act 
but slowly on them ; moreover, those seeds which have resisted for a 
long time the action of the more energetic gases do not germinate in 
the normal manner, the root being but slightly developed if at all, and 
the cotyledons are often green. 

Action of Liquids*-* The author had completed his investigation of 
the action of liquids on seeds before the publication of Nobbo’s 
results. These he can confirm by his own observations, which embrace 
a much wider field, and include the action of water, methylic, etliylic, 
and amylic alcohol, ether, chloroform, carbon tetrachloride, carbon 
bisulphide, ethyl iodide, glycerol, benzene, nitrobenzene, and aniline, 
both at the ordinary temperature and at their boiling point, the seeds 
being dry in some cases, and in others previously steeped in water. 
The results show that various kinds of seed differ in their power of 
resisting the action of liquids, this depending exclusively on the 
structure of the integument. Of the seeds tried, lucerne is least 
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affected, whilst the .vitality of wheat is most easily destroyed. Of all 
the liquids employed, water is the most readily absorbed, and it is 
the only one which causes the seeds to swell ; moreover, if the other 
conditions for germination are wanting, it is the liquid which most 
quickly destroys the vitality of the seed. Seeds which have been 
steeped rapidly lose their power of germination in contact with 
other liquids. When the temperature of ebullition is comparatively 
low,^ as is the case with ether and carbon bisulphide, the seeds with 
sensibly impermeable involucre, such as those of lucerne, can resist 
the action of the boiling liquid for a long time, no appreciable 
quantity of fatty or waxy substance being extracted. 

Action of Solutions . — Alcoholic solutions of iodine, of potassium 
bromide, sulphide, and cyanide, of zinc and mercuric chlorides, 
copper sulphate, ammonium sulphide, arsenious anhydride, camphor, 
and phenol were tried, using seeds of lucerne and wheat. It was 
found that the latter were rapidly killed (except when treated with 
a glycerol solution of copper sulphate) whilst the lucerne resisted 
the action of most of the solutions for a long time. They were, how- 
ever, quickly destroyed by alcoholic solution of iodine when concen- 
trated, by potassium and ammonium sulphides, and by an alcoholic 
solution of sulphurous anhydride. G. E. GL 

Mode of Action of Sulphur as a Remedy against Vine- 
disease. By J. Moritz (Her., 12, 1938). — The efficacy of sulphur in 
protecting vines against the destructive attacks of the fungus Oidium 
Tuckeri is due to the evolution of sulphurous anhydride, which occurs 
when that substance is sprinkled over the living vine. T. 0. 

Note . — Pollacci (this Journal, 1876, ii, 540) states that hydrogen, 
sulphide is produced when vines are sulphured, and that it is to this 
that the destruction of the oidium is due. — 0. E. G\ 

Analysis of Soils from the Bunter Sandstone Formation. 
By B» . Weber {Bied. Centr 1179, 650 — 651). — The soils under inves- 
tigation were produced by the weathering of bunter sandstone from 
Spessart and Vogesen. Samples were taken from poor and good 
plots, and analyses were made from the surface and subsoil of each. 
The author finds that the upper layers of soil taken from plots planted 
with oak and beech contain more humus than is the case when the 
ground is overgrown with fir ; also that soils from the latter yield less 
potash when treated with hydrochloric acid, and contain only about 
one-half the amount of soluble silica present in the former case. It is 
also remarkable that the quantity of phosphoric acid present is in 
direct proportion to the fertility of the soil. J. K. 0. 
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Analytical Chemistry, 


Application of the Galvanic Current in Analytical Chemistry. 
By C. Luckow ( Zeits . Anal . Ohem 1880, 1 — 19). — The subject is 
divided into — (1) the qualitative behaviour of various soluble and 
insoluble compounds of the commonly occurring elements under the 
influence of the galvanic current, and (2; the electrolytic quantitative 
separation and estimation of various metals, partly in the metallic 
state and partly in the state of compounds of constant composition. 
Either a constant battery or a thermo-electric pile is used for the pro- 
duction of the electricity. Of all constant batteries Meidinger’s is 
most suitable for analytical purposes (ibid., 8, 31). Among thermo- 
electric piles, Clamond’s, in the form of a cylinder, using gas, petro- 
leum, or charcoal, is best (ibid., 15, 334). A voltameter is used to 
measure the strength of current. 

(1.) The Qualitative Behaviour of various Soluble and Insoluble 
Compounds of the commonly occurring Elements wider the influence of 
the Galvanic Current . — The action is different, according as it fakes 
place in a simple cell, in which both poles are immersed, or in a divided 
cell. The strength of the current, the concentration and temperature 
of the solutions, also in some cases influence the nature of the decom- 
position. In the simple cell, the products of decomposition are allowed 
to freely mix with each other and hence secondary products arise. 

The galvanic current in acid solutions has mainly a reducing, 
and in alkaline solutions an oxidising action. For instance, a solu- 
tion of potassium chromate acidified with sulphuric acid is reduced 
when in the simple cell, all the chromic anhydride being converted 
into chromic oxide, whilst a solution of chromic oxide in potassium 
hydrate is converted into potassium chromate. 

In the electrolysis of cyanides, the cyanogen undergoes a further 
decomposition, the final products consisting of carbonic anhydride and 
nitrogen. Prussian blue is deposited on the positive pole from solu- 
tions of ferro- and ferri-cyanides. In dilute solutions of metallic 
chlorides, hypoclilorous acid is alone produced, in concentrated solu- 
tions chlorine is also liberated ; chlorates are produced from the 
chlorides of the alkalis and alkaline earths as soon as the reaction of 
the solutions has become alkaline, from the evolution of the chlorine 
and hvpochlorous acid. 

If dilute chloride solutions contain a little free hydrochloric acid, 
hypoohlorous acid is alone produced, and the solution after a time 
acquires an alkaline reaction. Iodine and bromine are separated from 
solutions of iodides and bromides. Iodates and bromates are pro- 
duced simultaneously from the iodides and bromides of the metals of 
the first two groups, especially in concentrated solutions. Potassium 
cyanide is decomposed by the galvanic current into potassium and 
ammonium carbonates. When the solutions of the chlorides, bromides, 
and iodides contain free alkali, only chlorates, bromates, and iodates 
are produced. Prom the insoluble compounds of chlorine, bro min e, 
iodine, cyanogen, ferro-, and ferri-cyanogen with the metals suspended 
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in dilute sulphuric or nitric acids, the metal is separated at the nega- 
tive pole, whilst the acid radicle appears at the positive. 

Concentrated nitric acid is decomposed with production of nitrons 
acid ; in the acid of sp. gr. 1*2, this decomposition does not occur, at 
all events under the influence of a feeble current. ITo ammonia is 
produced from dilute nitric acid, either per se or in presence of sul- 
phuric acid ; but if a solution of cupric sulphate is added in sufficient 
quantity, ammonium sulphate and metallic copper are produced simul- 
taneously until all the nitric acid is converted into ammonium sul- 
phate. In the presence of free alkali, nitrates are not converted into 
ammonia, but the latter is converted to nitric acid. Concentrated 
(English) sulphuric acid is decomposed with deposition of sulphur. 
Sulphurous acid iu aqueous solution decomposes into sulphur and 
sulphuretted hydrogen; the sulphites are gradually converted into 
sulphates. Thiosulphates are converted into their corresponding 
sulphates with separation of sulphur. The alkaline sulphides, accord- 
ing to their richness in sulphur, are decomposed with or without sepa- 
ration of sulphur, sulphates being formed. In the alkaline sulphates 
and thiosulphates, in addition to sulphides, polythionates are always 
produced. Phosphoric acid or phosphates undergo no change in dilute 
solutions. Carbonic anhydride is very incompletely evolved at the 
positive pole from the solutions of hydrogen potassium carbonate. 
Silicic and boric anhydrides are separated from their concentrated 
solutions in tree-like crystals at the positive pole. 

The metals of the sixth group are all separated from their solutions 
by the galvanic current in the metallic form. In the electrolysis of 
the chlorides of antimony and arsenic, some antimoninretted and 
arseniuretted hydrogen are produced at the negative pole. If the three 
metals occur together, first arsenic, then antimony, and lastly tin is 
precipitated. Platinum is deposited from its solutions in the reguline 
form at first, but as the solutions become more dilute, in the form of 
platinum Black. Prom the solution of their sulphides in alkaline sul- 
phides, tin and antimony are separated completely, arsenic not quite 
completely, in the metallic form. The oxide of tin produced by the 
action of nitric acid, and the oxide of antimony formed in the same 
way, dissolve on heating in concentrated potash or soda r the metallic 
separation from these solutions is very incomplete, unless sulphuretted 
hydrogen is passed into the alkaline solutions or they are acidified with 
hydrochloric acid. 

Of the metals of the fifth group, copper is precipitated from solu- 
tions containing free sulphuric, nitric, or acetic acid when the 
amount of acid in the solution, calculated as anhydride, does not 
exceed 8 per cent. Also all copper is separated from solutions con- 
taining free hydrochloric acid, on the addition of ammonium or sodium 
chlorides or sodium acetate. Similarly from solutions containing ex- 
cess of ammonia, ammonium carbonate, or potassiu m cyanide. 

Silver is separated from solutions containing 8 — 10 per cent, nitric 
acid in a very bulky metallic state ; at the same time some peroxide is 
precipitated on the positive pole, which, however, can be prevented by 
the addition of glycerol, sugar of milk, or tartaric acid. Erom the 
ammonia or ammonium carbonate solutions, the metal is precipitated 
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in a very bulky form, peroxide being 1 deposited at the positive pole ; 
this, however, is soon reduced to the metallic state. From potassium 
cyanide solutions, the silver separates in the metallic form with a dull 
lustre. 

Mercury is precipitated in the form of drops from all its salts ; in 
presence of other metals, amalgams are formed. 

Lead is precipitated from neutral solutions partly as metal at the 
— pole, partly as peroxide at the + pole. A pure metallic separation 
occurs only in the presence of easily oxidisable substances which pre- 
vent the formation of the peroxide. Prom alkaline solutions, the lead 
is separated as metal only, in a somewhat bulky form ; a slight sepa- 
ration of the peroxide occurs in a pure lead solution only in the 
presence of not more than 10 per cent, of free nitric acid. If ihe 
solution contains copper, even in very small quantities, in addition to 
lead, all the lead is separated as peroxide in presence of smaller quan- 
tities of free acid. Other metals, as silver and mercury, behave in a 
similar manner, but carry some lead down with them. 

Bismuth is precipitated in the metallic state from its solution in 
presence of free nitric acid, some peroxide b$ing formed at the same 
time. 

Cadmium is completely precipitated from its acid or ammoniacal 
solution in the metallic state. 


If all the above-mentioned metals of the fifth group are present 
simultaneously, mercury and silver are first precipitated, bismuth and 
copper only after the greater portion of the first two mentioned metals 
is separated. 

Of the metals of the fourth group, zinc, nickel, and cobalt are incom- 
pletely separated in the metallic form, from their sulphates in neutral 
solution, manganese and uranium not at all. On the addition of potas- 
sium acetate, tartrate, or citrate, zinc, nickel, and cobalt separate com- 
pletely, uranium to a slight extent. In the electrolysis of the ammo, 
niacal or potassium cyanide solution of cyanides, both zinc, nickel, 
and cobalt, are completely separated. Zinc is furthermore completely 
separated in the metallic state from its potash solution, to which some 
potassium cyanide has been added. 

Manganese is not separated in the metallic state from its neutral or 
acid solution, but is deposited as hydrated manganese peroxide. In 
very dilute solutions of manganese containing much nitric or a mix- 
ture of nitric and sulphuric acids, permanganic acid is formed, and 
imparts its characteristic red colour to the solution. 

Uranium is obtained in small quantity only, even from the completely 
neutral solutions of the oxide, as a yellowish-grey metallic precipitate, 
soluble in hydrochloric acid. 

Iron is incompletely separated in the metallic form from neutral 
solutions of ferrous salts, some ferric salt being formed. If to the 
neutral solution of ferrous sulphate, some ammonium citrate be added 
containing free citric acid, and care be taken that free oitric acid 
remains* in the solution, the iron will be deposited in the lustrous 
metallic form, even when a portion of the iron was present originally 
in the ferric state. No iron is separated from potassium ferrooyanide, 
but Prussian blue at the — pole. From the solution of ferrous oxide 
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in sodium thio-sulphate all the iron is separated, chiefly as ferrous 
sulphide. From the fluoride dissolved in sodium fluoride, metallic iron 
is precipitated. 

The solutions of the metals of the first three groups offer but few 
characteristics. 

The alkaline earths are distinguished from the alkalis by the pro- 
duction of precipitates of their carbonates on the electrolysis of their 
salts of organic acids in neutral or slightly acid solutions. 

In the solutions of ammonium salts, ammonia is produced at the 
negative pole. F. L. T. 

Estimation of Chlorine in Grains and Forage. By R. 
Nolte (Oomjpt. rend., 89, 955 — 956). — In estimating chlorine in grain, 
the author finds it necessary to neutralise the phosphoric acid liberated 
on ignition by adding sodium carbonate before ignition; otherwise 
the chlorine is evolved. The table 'which follows shows comparative 
results with and without the use of sodium carbonate ; — 

Without NaaOOj. With NaaCOj. 


Oats 0*016 0 0605 

Wheat 0*007 0*0630 

French beans 0*0345 0*0455 

Maize 0*00 0*037 

Barley 0*0135 0*0396 

Buckwheat 0*021 0*026 

Rye 0*006 0*054 

Bran 0*00 0*080 

W. R. 


Method for the Detection and Estimation of Iodine in 
Presence of Chlorine and Bromine. By E. Donath (Zeits. 
Anal . Ohem., 1880, 19 — 23). — The anthor was led to the present pro- 
cess from some observations of C. Zulkowsky in a paper “On an 
Iodometrio Estimation of Chromic Acid ” (J. pr. Chem 103, 351). 
The process consists in the distillation of the mixed chlorides, bro- 
mides, and iodides with chromic acid solution, when the chlorides are 
found to be entirely and tbe bromides almost entirely unacted on, 
especially in dilute solution, tho iodides being decomposed according 
to the equation 6KI 4- 80rO a = I b + Cr^Oa + 3K 2 0r i 07, the resulting 
iodine boing collected in a solution of potassium iodide and deter- 
mined in the usual manner. F. L. T. 

Titration of Iodine by Stable Standard Solutions. By E. 
Allaby (Bull Soo. Ohim. [2], 32, 273 — 276). — The author’s process 
is a modification of that proposed by Pellieux and Allary, in which 
bromine is made to replace combined iodine, which is removed as fast 
as liberated by agitation with carbon bisulphide, the termination of 
the reaction being reached when, after an addition of the bromine 
solution, a fresh top of carbon bisulphide ceases to be tinged violet. 
In place of the alterable solution of free bromine, the author uses a 
solution containing a definite mixture of alkaline bromate and bro- 
mide, which is easily prepared, and may be kept any length of time 
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without alteration in strength. This solution is made to act upon the 
iodide to be determined, in the presence of free hydrochloric acid, 
when the following reactions take place : — 5KBr + KBrO* ■+■ 6HC1 = 
6KC1 + 3H 2 0 4- 6Br and 6KI + 6Br = CKBr + 61. The liberated 
iodine is transformed into bromide of iodine by continued addition of 
the bro ma ted solution, and starch-paste is used as an indicator. The 
mixture of bromate and bromide is made by saturating a concentrated 
solution of pure sodium hydrate with excess of pure bromine, and 
evaporating to dryness, without igniting. Two grams of this saline 
mixture are dissolved in water and made up to 1 litre. The standard 
solution of potassium iodide contains 1*308 gram of the pure salt 
(= 1*000 gram iodine) m 1 litre. The starch solution is made ac- 
cording to Alohr’s formnla. To standardise the bromated solution, 
10 c.c. of the standard potassium iodide are measured into a test-glass, 
and an excess of pure hydrochloric acid added, together with a few 
drops of starch solution. The bromated solution is now run in cau- 
tiously from a burette, with constant stirring. The liquid is suc- 
cessively coloured blue, the tint of wine lees, cinnamon, and very pale 
yellow. The point of maximum decoloration is easily seen, and the 
reading should he confirmed by adding a very slight excess of the 
bromated liquid, and titrating back with standard potassium iodide, 
added drop by drop until the slightest deepening of tint is observed. 
The strength of the bromated solution should be adjusted so that 
1 c.c. = 1 c.c. of the standard potassio-iodide. If free iodine has to 
be estimated by this method, it should be transformed into hydriodic 
acid by addition of sulphurous acid. Iodic acid may be reduced to 
hydriodic acid by the same reagent. The author describes the appli- 
cation of this method to the determination of the iodine in kelp. 

J. M. H. M. 

Separation of Phosphoric Acid from Iron and Aluminium. 
By P. Derome ( Gomjpt . rend., 89, 952 — 953). — The substance con- 
taining phosphoric acid is mixed with five or six times its weight of 
dry sodium sulphate, and strongly ignited for ten minutes. Ou cooling, 
the mass is treated with water, when the phosphoric acid all dissolves 
as tribasio sodium phosphate, the iron and aluminium remaining as 
oxides. The exactness of this process is attested by numerous 
analyses. W. R. 

New Process for Analysing Commercial Potash. By B. 
Corenwinder and G. Oojtta^ine ( Gotupt . reiuh, 89, 907—908). — This 
process is to acidify the solution with hydrochlorio acid, add platinic 
chloride, and evaporate. The potassio- platinic chloride is washed 
with alcohol and ether, and then dissolved on the filter with hot water. 
The platinum in the solution is reduced to the metallic state with a 
hot solution of sodium formate, and is weighed as such. The advan- 
tage is that it is unnecessary to remove sulphuric and phosphoric 
acids and silica from the potash before precipitation with platinic 
chlorides. W. R. 

Detection of Cobalt and Nickel in presence of each Other. 
By G. Papasocli ( Oazzetta , 9, 509— 513).— The author has observed 
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that when a plate of zinc is immersed in a solution of the double 
cyanide of nickel and potassium, hydrogen is evolved, and metallic 
nickel is deposited on the plate as a black powder ; at the same time a 
dense cloud of a deep red-coloured liquid is formed around the latter, 
and gradually sinks to the bottom, until finally the whole liquid be- 
comes of a blood-red colour. No such phenomenon takes place with 
the corresponding cobalt compound. 

In order to test an acid solution containing the two metals, a slight 
excess of potash is first added, so as to precipitate the metals as basic 
salts ; these are well washed by decantation, and after adding a little 
ammonium chloride solution and ammonia, the precipitate is dissolved 
in a very slight excess of a concentrated solution of potassium cya- 
nide, taking care to avoid agitation as far as possible, to prevent the 
double cobalt cyanide from absorbing oxygen from the air. The solu- 
tion is then divided into two parts, one of which is tested for cobalt 
in the manner previously suggested by the author, that is, by adding 
a few drops of ammonium polysulphide, so that it may float on the 
cyanide solution ; if cobalt be present, an intense red coloration will 
be seen at the point of contact of the two liquids. This reaction is 
very sensitive, and quite independent of the presence of nickel. To 
test for nickel, a plate of zinc is immersed in the other portion of the 
cyanide solution, when, if it be present, an evolution of gas will take 
place, and the red coloration above mentioned will he observed. This 
reaction is not interfered with by the presence of cobalt; but if too 
much cyanide has been used to dissolve the basic salts, a violent evolu- 
tion of gas will take place from the zinc plate, which disperses the 
red-coloured liquid formed at its surface, and renders it impossible to 
detect the presence of the nickel if the quantity is but small. 

C. E. G. 

New Method of Separating Nickel from Cobalt. By P. Dibvell 
( Oomph rend ., 89, 903 — 905). — This process depends on the fact that 
a solution of mierocosmic salt, saturated in the cold, mixed with a 
solution of ammonium bicarbonate saturated with carbonic acid, pro- 
duces with salts of cobalt a bluish precipitate ; after boiling for some 
seconds, a few c.c. of ammonia are added, and on heating to 100°, all 
the cobalt is precipitated as C0NH4PQ4.H-O, which is changed to 
C0JPO7 on ignition. If nickel is present, the whole of it remains in 
solution, as nickel salts give a blue colour, but no precipitate. The 
nickel remaining after separation of cobalt may be precipitated as sul- 
phide. Full details pf the method for separating the two metals are 
given. In a note appended to this paper, Pisani states that ammo- 
nium acetate may be substituted for ammonium carbonate. 

W. R. 

Estimation of Cobalt and Nickel. By E. Donath (Per., 12, 
1868-1869). — This method is a modification of Fleischer’s (J.pr. Ohem,, 
1870, Bd. 2, 48), and depends on the fact that when a solution of a 
cobalt salt is heated with potash or soda and iodine, cobalt sesqnioxide 
is formed, whilst nickel salts are not changed. Therefore, in order to 
determine both the cobalt and nickel, the solution containing the two 
metals is divided into half, one half is boiled with potash and bromine, 
which precipitates both the cobalt and nickel, and the other half with 
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potash and iodine, whereby the cobalt alone is thrown down. The 
sesquioxides thus obtained are in each case heated with hydrochloiic 
acid, and the liberated chlorine passed into potassium iodide solution, 
and final ly the free iodine determined by titration with decinormal 
sodium thiosulphate solution. From the equation, R 2 O 3 + 6HC1 = 
2 E.CI 3 -f 3H 2 0 + Cl 2 , it is seen that 1 atom of iodine equals 1 atom of 
cobalt or nickel. Further, as the atomic weight of each metal is 59, 
so the difference of c.c. of decinormal thiosulphate solutions used in 
the two cases, when multiplied by 0*0050, gives the quantity of 
nickeL And the nnmber of c.c. used in the second case, multiplied 
by 0*0059 gives the quantity of cobalt. P. P. B. 

Estimation of Chromium and Tungsten in Steel, and in 
their Alloys with Iron. By R. Schoffdl (Per., 12, 1863 — 1867). 
— Estimation of Chromium . — The material finely powdered in a steel 
mortar is treated with a solution of the double chloride of copper and 
sodium or ammonium, by which means the greater portion of the iron 
is removed and a porous mass is left containing the chromium : the 
chromium is determined in this by fusion with sodium carbonate and 
nitre* extraction with water, and after carefully neutralising the filtrate 
with nitric acid, precipitating the chromate by mercurous nitrate. 
When silica is present, the aqueous solution obtained by extracting the 
fused mass is acidified with hydrochloric acid, a little alcohol added, 
and the whole evaporated to dryness : in the filtrate from the silica the 
chromium is precipitated by means of ammonia. 

The above method is not applicable in cases where the amount of 
chromium present is more than 8 per cent., as then the residue left 
after treatment with the donble chlorides of copper and sodium is not 
easily oxidised by fusion. In such cases, it is better first to digest the 
steel with concentrated hydrochloric acid ; the insoluble portion is then 
fused with sodium carbonate and nitre, and the solution of the fused 
mass in hydrochloric acid added to the hydrochloric acid solution of 
the steel. To separate the iron and chromium in such a solution, the 
author uses a method similar to that described by W. J. Sell (Per., 12, 
847), which consists in almost neutralising with sodium carbonate, 
and after adding sodium acetate solution, which must not produce a 
precipitate, the solution is boiled with potassium permanganate solu- 
tion. Thus the greater portion of the iron separates out, and the 
supernatant liquid must have a red colour, indicating the presence of 
an excess of permanganate, which excess is destroyed by moans of 
alcohol, and sodium carbonate is added to precipitate all the iron. In 
the filtrate from the iron, the chromium exists as chromate. A similar 
result is more advantageously obtained by using bromine instead of 
potassium permanganate. 

Estimation of Tungsten , — The estimation of this element may be made 
in a manner similar to the above ; the residue obtained by treating the 
steel with solution of the double chlorides of copper and ammonium, 
is fused with sodium carbonate. The aqueous extract of the fnsed 
mass is neutralised with nitric acid and the tungstate precipitated by 
mercurous nitrate. If silica is present, then the weighed tungstic 
acid is fused with potassium hydrogen sulphate, and the weight of the 
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silica left on extracting the fused mass with water, deducted from the 
first weighing, gives the weight of tungstic acid. When the amount of 
tungsten ib higher than 12 per cent., it is better to digest the material 
with aqua regia, a portion of the tungsten then going into solution, whilst 
some separates out as tungstic acid ; if the solution is allowed to stand 
for some days, the whole of the tungsten separates out, and may be 
filtered off, and the residue fused with sodium carbonate and treated 
as above. In case of an alloy containing 10 per cent, of tungsten, aqua 
regia does not produce a complete solution, but yields a black residue 
containing some tungstic acid, which is, however, decomposed by 
fusion with sodium carbonate. P. P. B. 

Influence of Acetic Acid on the Separation of Iron as Basic 
Acetate from Manganese, Zinc, Cobalt, and NickeL By J. 
Jewett ( Chem . News, 40, 278). — It has often been observed, when 
manganese is separated from iron by precipitating the latter as a basic 
ferric acetate, that some manganese is carried down with the iron pre- 
cipitate. Eggertz states that this can be obviated, at least to a great 
extent, by the presence of free acid. The author experimented in this 
direction and found that the presence of free acid decreased the 
amount of manganese in the iron precipitate, but at the same time 
prevented complete precipitation of the iron. A series of experiments, 
in which the only variable factor was the acetic acid, was undertaken 
to ascertain to what extent free acetic acid is efficient in keeping 
manganese, likewise zinc, nickel and cobalt, in solution, when present 
in quantities not too great to prevent precipitation and washing of the 
iron. It was found that, by nsing 4 per cent, of volume of acetic acid 
(sp. gr. 1*044) and adhering to the necessary precautions of the pro- 
cess, a complete separation by one precipitation can be obtained of 
zinc, and one sufficiently accurate for most purposes of manganese, 
whilst the amount of nickel and cobalt that goes down with the iron 
lessens with increase of acetic acid. D. B. 

New Method of Separating Manganese and Iron. By 
Beils iein and Jawein (Her., 12, 1487). — Iodine is added to the solu- 
tion, previously treated with potassium cyanide in excess, when the 
manganese is precipitated as peroxide. Oh. B. 

Estimation of Carbon in Cast-Steel. By S. Kern (Ohem> News, 
40, 225). — The following analyses show the difference in Eggertz’s 
method and the combustion method, in estimating the amount of 
carbon in steels. For the combustion method* ehromie acid was 
used : — 

Combustion used.. 0*14 017 0*27 0*38 0*37 0‘46 0'64 1-02 

Eggertz’s method 0*12 015 0*24 0*34 0*36 0*45 0*60 1*03 

D. B. 

Clarke’s Method for the Separation of Tin from Arsenic and 
Antimony. By E. P. Dewey (Oh&m. News, 40, 257—259).— In 
experimenting on the separation of tin, arsenic, and antimony, the 
author decided to make a thorough investigation of the method proposed 
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by Clarke as the most favourable. Owing to the -want of time, the 
separation of tin from antimony was the only one that could be under- 
taken. Some qualitative experiments were made to test the influence 
of free hydio chloric acid on the separation, and also the statement of 
Clarke that antimony could not be detected in the filtrate from the anti- 
mony trisulphide, either by the Marsh test or the black stain on pla- 
tinum with zinc, and that oxalic acid did not interfere with either of 
these tests. It was found that, to get the best separation, no hydrochloric 
acid should be present, although a very small amount does not exert 
any very great solvent action on the antimony trisulphide. Oxalic 
acid obscured the platinum and zinc test, forming a dense white coat- 
ing on both the platinum and zinc when the acid became neaily neu- 
tralised; this completely masked any black stain that might have been 
produced on the platinum. It did not, however, obscure the Marsh 
test in the least. Another series of experiments showed that solutions 
of stannic chloride and antimony trichloride containing tree hydro- 
chloric or nitric acid, or both, can be safely evaporated to dryness if a 
sufficient amount of potassium chloride is present. 

Other points of minor importance are considered in the original p^er. 

Methods for Indicating the Presence of Organic Matter in 
Water. By F. Tiemann and 0. Pbeubse (Ber^ 12 , 1906 — 1924). — 
The authors have submitted some of the various methods proposed for 
this purpose to* a critical examination, with the following results : — 

I. Determination by Ignition of the Solid Residues dried out 180°. — 
To this method it is objected that (1) the organic matter not expelled 
by evaporation is alone taken into account. (2) Silica present dis- 
places carbonic add, and this is not again taken up on evaporation 
with ammonium carbonate. (3) Different mineral matter will retain 
different amounts of moisture at 180°. (4) Some of the chlorides of 
the alkalis will be volatilised. Finally, the organic matter will react 
on the inorganic matter present, e.g., decomposing nitrates and nitrites 
into cyanates and cyanides. 

II. Frcunkland and Armstrong's, and HI, Ditfrmar and JM>insoris 
(Ghom. News , 18 77, 26). — To these methods the authors raise the 
objections that they do not take into consideration the organic matter 
volatilised by boiling in add solution, nor the decomposition which 
the organic matter undergoes by evaporation in presence of sulphu- 
rous acid and ferrous chloride. Further, since the amount of car- 
bon and nitrogen differs in organic compounds, this method gives 
no evidence of the absolute quantity of organic matter present ; and 
only comparative results, when the mixture of the organic compounds 
in the waters compared is similar. This latter objection applies also 
to the following methods. 

IV. Methods in which Potassium Permanganate is used as an Indi- 
cator. — (a.) Kubel’s method (Kubel-Tiemann, Anleit. zr. TJntwsuehmg 
von Wasser, II And., 104). The water is acidified with sulphuric acid, 
and boiled with a quantity of centinormal potassium permanganate 
solntion for 10 minutes ; the unused permanganate is destroyed by 
centinormal oxalic add ; and the excess of oxalic acid is determined by 
titration with permanganate solution. Thus the amount of potassium 
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permanganate reduced by the organic matter is determined and con- 
sequently the oxygen required for the latter’s oxidation. 

(6 ) Schulze’s method (ibid., 102). This method differs from 
Kubel’s, inasmuch as the water is rendered alkaline by adding a little 
soda, instead of being acidified with sulphuric acid. After boiling for 
ten minutes, the water is acidified with sulphuric acid, and the amount 
of unused potassium permanganate determined as before. 

(c.) Tidy’s method (this Journal, Trans., 1879, 66). 

The advantage of these methods is that both the volatile and the 
non-volatile organic matter is taken into consideration. Of the three 
methods the authors prefer that of Kubel, as being the most free from 
sources of error, and at the same time the simplest. 

Y. Fleck’s method (J. pr. Ohem. 4, 364). The oxidising agent used 
in this method is a solution of silver nitrate in sodium thiosulphate, 
made alkaline by soda. The water is boiled with this solution for ten 
minutes, and the silver in solution determined by titrating with a 

normal solution of potassium iodide. The end of the reaction is 
reached when a drop of the solution, added to a drop of a mixture of 
hydrochloric acid, potassium permanganate, and starch-paste, produces 
a blue coloration. 

The authors have made a series of experiments with solutions of 
various organic bodies, in order to compare the methods of Kubel and 
Fleck. The results obtained show that organic matter reduces potas- 
sium permanganate more quickly than the alkaline silver solution. 
Fleck claims that his method indicates the presence of volatile organic 
matter very delicately. These two methods have been compared with 
water saturated with coal gas, the result being that Kubel’s method is 
judged the better of the two. 

In order to settle the question whether the organic products of fer- 
mentation reduce potassium permanganate more strongly than the 
bodies from which they are formed, the authors have made the follow- 
ing experiments: — A dilute solution of albumin was titrated with 
permanganate solution when freshly made, and then after putrefaction 
had taken place. These experiments indicated that the products of 
putrefaction have a slightly stronger reducing action than the origi- 
nal compound. 

In order to settle the question of the presence of volatile organic 
matter in waters, the authors have made experiments with some of the 
waters in Berlin, the mode of procedure being to distil the water 
alone, (2) after acidifying with sulphuric acid, and (3) after making 
it alkaline by the addition of soda. 

The following results were yielded by the Water of a brook in the 
north-west of Berlin: — 

100 c.c. of the water reduce 41*98 mgrm. KMnO* = 10*62 mgrm. 

(a.) DisHUcdion of the Nevbral Waiter. 

1st. 100 c.c. required 6*06 mgrm. KMnO* = 1*28 mgrm. 0. 
2nd. „ „ 2*59 „ „ =* 0-65 „ 

3rd. „ „ 3*56 „ „ = fr39 „ 

4fch. „ „ 1*06 „ „ = 0*27 


99 
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(b.) Distillation of the Acidified Water. 

1st. 100 c.c. required 4*51 mgrm. XMnO A = 1*14 mgrm. O. 


2nd. 

99 

59 

273 „ 

99 

= 0-69 

3rd. 

95 

95 

1-78 „ 

99 

= 0-45 

4th. 

99 

>5 

1-61 „ 

55 

= 04 


(c.) Distillation of the Alkaline Water . 

1st. 100 c.c. required 4*28 mgrm. KMn0 4 = 1*08 mgrm. 0. 


2nd. „ 

99 

1-92 „ 

95 

= 0-48 

3rd. „ 

•9 

1-07 „ 

99 

= 0-27 

4th. „ 

99 

1-04 „ 

99 

= 0-26 


As (a) aud (c) contain quantities of ammonium salts, the effect which 
these salts have on potassium permanganate was investigated. As a 
result, it was found that 100 c.c. of a solution containing 100 mgrms. 
ammonia required 0*91 mgrm. KMn0 4 , which is equivalent to 0*24 mgrm. 
of oxygen ; whereas a solution containing 1 mgrm. ammonia in 100 c.c. 
had no effect. 

The disadvantage of KubePs method is that from it no idea can be 
formed of the nitrogenous organic matter present; this, however, may 
be attained by the use of Wanklyn, Chapman and Smith’s method of 
distilling with an alkaline solution of potassium permanganate. This 
latter method, the authors have tried with solutions of such bodies as 
quinine sulphate, ethylamine hydrochloride, aniline hydrochloride, 
aspartic acid, urea, aUantoin, leucine, tyrosine, and some others. As 
a result, the authors find that the ammonia given off is always less than 
that required by theory ; but in such cases as leucine, aspartic acid, 
and tyrosine-compounds (resulting from the putrefaction of albumin- 
ous matter), the quantity of ammonia approaches the theoretical very 
nearly. The results of this method yield no clue to the absolute 
quantity of nitrogenous organic matter in a sample of water, and the 
results obtained in two cases can be compared only when the mixtures 
of organic compounds in the different waters are similar. 

P. P. B. 

Use of the Polariscope in testing Crude Anthraquinone 
for Anthracene. By B. Nickels (Ohm. News, 40, 270).— By 
examining anthracene and anthraquinone with the polariscope, both 
compounds are said to present very beautiful objects, the former as 
crystallised in the tabular form exhibiting a superb play of colours, 
whilst anthraquinone, similarly viewed, presents coloured bands only, 
crossing the needles individually or grouped. Other substances accom- 
panying crude anthracene, such as carbazol, acridine, phenanthrene, 
pyrene, chrysene, &c. # also exhibit to some extent distinctive and cha- 
racteristic forms, but as compared with anthracene, whether as hydro- 
carbons or oxidised products, so entirely different that limited obser- 
vation readily distinguishes them. Naphthalene is the only body in 
any way resembling anthracene, but here again with equally charac- 
teristic difference, and to a careful observer there need be no error in 
judgment. D. B. 
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Motion produced by the Diffusion of Gases and Liquids 
By St. Claibe-Deville (Compt. rend., 90, 18 — 22). — If a tnbe of 
platinum or cast steel filled with hydrogen is heated to 1000° in an 
atmosphere of nitrogen, the hydrogen escapes from the tube and a 
vacuum is produced. If, on the other hand, the tube is filled with 
nitrogen and exposed to an atmosphere of hydrogen at 1000°, the 
hydrogen penetrates the platinum or steel, and the pressure inside the 
tube is equal to 2 atmospheres. 

As a second experiment to illustrate the diffusion of gases, a U-iube, 
10 meters high, one limb of which has been sealed at the blowpipe, is 
partly filled with water ; the level of the liquid in the two limbs should 
he identical. The apparatus is placed under a bell-jar, through which 
a current of ammonia passes; the water in the tube absorbs the 
ammonia, and finally becomes saturated by it, the ammonia gas then 
diffuses into the air contained in the closed limb, and increases the 
pressure until the liquid is forced out of the closed limb. 

If the closed limb is filled with ammonia gas, and the other with a 
saturated solution of ammonia, on exposing the apparatus to the atmo- 
sphere, the liquid will gradually rise and fill the closed limb. 

The well-known apparatus of Debray for illustrating the diffusion 
of gases through a porous cell is also described. W. 0. W. 

Temperature of Decomposition of Vapours. By A. Wubtz 
( Compt . rend., 89, 1062 — 1065). — In reply to Deville’s remarks on the 
vapour of chloral hydrate, the author quotes the following experiments 
to show that the vapour is a mixture of water and chloral : — 1. The 
vapour diffuses like a mixture of steam and chloral (Wiedemann and 
Schulze, Annalen [2], 6, 293). 2, The water can be separated 

from the chloral by distillation (Naumann, Compt. rend., 89, 285). 
3. When anhydrous potassium oxalate is heated in the vapour of chloral 
hydrate, at a temperature at which the tension of the vapour is greater 
than the tension of dissociation of the hydrated salt, the hydrated 
oxalate is formed. 4. No rise in temperature takes place when chloral 
vapour and steam are brought together. W. 0. W. 

Heat of Formation of Chloral Hydrate. By Bebthblot ( Compt 
rend., 89, 1099 — 1102). — The author denies that the experiments of 
Wurtz were sufficiently delicate to prove that no heat is evolved when 
the vapours of chloral and water are brought together. 

w. a w. 

Heat of Formation of Chloral Hydrate. By A. Wurtz ( Compt 
rend., 90, 24, 25). — A reply to the criticisms of Berthelot. 

W. 0. w . 

Relations between the Physical Properties of Organic 
Bodies and their Chemical Constitution. By J. W. Br^hl 
(Ber., 12, 2135 — 2148). — Gladstone and Dale, as well as others, have 

von. xxxviu. y 
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shown that the fraction n - — (where n stands for the index: of re- 

d 

fraction, and d for the density of the body) gives a numerical value 
which is independent of the temperature. This number may be called 
the specific refractive index. In the case of bodies of small refractive 
power, n may be replaced by the refractive index of any wave-length 
(colour), bub when the body has strongly refractive properties, disper- 
sion interferes. If, however, be called the observed index of the 
wave-length, Xi and /u^ that of wave-length X*, then as = A + 


and = -A. + - B = ^ ^ l and A = pm — where B is 


*i 


AS 


the coefficient of dispersion, and A the required index for a beam of 
infinite wave-length. This value of A can now be introduced into the 

formula instead of n, as the true coefficient of refraction, inde- 


d 


A— 1 


pendent of dispersion. For every substance, therefore, is a con- 


stant which is influenced only by the chemical nature of the substance. 
If this constant be multiplied by the molecular weight P of any body, 

then referred to chemically comparable quantities, is the mole- 


cular refractive index, called in the rest of this paper the molecular 
refraction of the body. 

Landolt has shown that the atoms of all compounds maintain their 
own refractive index, independently of the manner in which they are 
grouped ; and Gladstone has also shown that the molecular refractive 
power of compounds is the sum of the refraction of the atoms. Many 
exceptions, however, were found to this law, such as benzene-deri- 
vatives, terpenes, many alkaloids, ethereal oils, and other compounds 
rich in carbon. The molecular refraction of these bodies is greater 
than that calculated from the sum of atomic refraction. The author 
has, however, succeeded in discovering an interdependence between 
the composition and optical relations of these bodies ; that in unsatu- 
rated bodies atoms which are more than once directly combined with 
each other possess a more active influence in the propagation of light 
than atoms which with the same quantivalence ore linked to different 
atoms. If, for instance, hydrogen-atoms are taken away from a saturated 
hydrocarbon, so that their removal induces a double combination of 
neighbouring carbon-atoms, the molecular refraction is greater than 
that calculated from the percentage composition of the body. If R k 
represents the refractive equivalent of the hydrocarbon calculated from 
its empirical formula, a the influence of a double combination upon the 
molecular refraction, and x the number of atoms removed, the mole- 
cular refraction of a body of the composition (C«H^+ 2 ) — ajH* is 

P = Ra + x ' a * Further, in unsaturated bodies in which 

there is no manifold attraction of neighbouring carbon-atoms, but 
where the removal of constituents of the saturated body produced a 
linking of carbon-atoms previously not directly combined with each 
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other, the constitution of the body has no particular influence on its 
optical properties, and its molecular refraction corresponds with its 

empirical composition = R A . Bodies of the formula 

(0«Ha»+a) — *H 2 , in which several combinations of neighbouring 
carbon-atoms, and likewise attractions of non-neighbouring atoms 




are present, have the molecular refraction P^ — - — j = R A + (*— y).a, 

where y stands for the number of hydrogen-pairs whose removal pro- 
duced the ring-formed linking. 

Tables are appended from which the following results are ob- 
tained : — 

The molecular refraction of bodies which contain one carbon-pair is 
greater by 2 than the value calculated from the sum of the specific 

/A — 1\ 

atomic refraction, M A = PI — - — \ = R A + 2. For bodies con- 
taining two carbon-pairs the formula is M A = P^ A Z1 = Rr A -f- 4 ; 

for those containing three carbon-pairs, M A = = R A 4- 6. 

The atomic refraction of carbon in saturated bodies is 4*86, and there- 
fore the refraction equivalent of the group C 1 C is 2 x 4*86 + 2 = 

11*72 

11*72 : hence the refraction-equivalent of the carbon-atom is — - — = 
5*86, and this shows that the atomic refraction of carbon is variable. 
The molecular refraction of propargyl-derivatives is M A = P^Zl1^= 

HCH 

R a + 1*8, which would show that their constitution is /\ , or 

HC~CH 

ch:c— ch 3 . 


The value of the optical properties of a body in determining its 
chemical constitution may be seen from the following example : — 

A hydrocarbon of the formula (C»H2* +a )--4H may contain either 
(1) two ring-formed combinations ; (2) one ring-formed and one double 
combination ; or (3) two double combinations. Its molecular refraction 
would give us (1) M A =■ B A ; (2) M A = R A + 2 ; (3) M A = R A + 4. 

Gr. T. A. 

Chemical Constitution of Organic Compounds in Eolation 
to their Refractive Power and Density. By J. W. Brtjhl 
( Annalen , 200, 139 — 231). — After referring to the researches of Glad- 
stone and Dale ( Proc . Boy. Soc 12, 448; 16, 439; and 18, 9; PM. 
Tram ., 1858, 887 ; and this Journal, 3, 108 ; 8, 101 and 147) ; Landolt 
( Pogg . Ann., 117, 368, and 123, 595) ; Wullner (ibid., 133, 1), and 
others, the author gives the details of his investigation on the 
specific refraction of a large number of liquid organic compounds. 
The refractive indices of the substances were determined for the yellow 
sodium line D, the red and green hydrogen lines G and F, and for the 

y 2 
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violet hydrogen line which occupies a position between the Fraunhofer 
lines F and G. These determinations were made at 20°. The specific 
gravities were also taken at this temperature, and referred to water at 
4°. The weighings were reduced to vacuo. 

In the table (p. 296), Column IV gives the index of refraction for 
the sodium line ; V the coefficient of refraction for a ray of infinite 
wave-length (consequently not influenced by dispersion) calculated by 

Cauchy’s formula /i\ = A -f — , in which fi = index of refraction, 

At 


\ the wave-length, A coefficient of refraction, and B = coefficient of 
dispersion. VI shows the coefficient of dispersion. VII, specific 

refraction, VLLL, molecular refraction ; and IX, the molecular 

a 


refraction calculated from the following atomic refractions: — 
C 4*86, H 1*29, 0 2*9, Cl 9*58, Br 14*75, and TS 5*35. 

The following conclusions amongst others were deduced from a con- 
sideration of the above data : — 1. When an organic body loses 2 atoms 
of hydrogen, forming a compound in which two of the carbon-atoms 
are united together by a double affinity, the specific gravity is increased 
by 0*04 (circa), the coefficient of refraction by 0*02, and the coefficient 
of dispersion is also larger. 2. The atomic refraction of monad 
elements is constant. W. C. W. 


Inorganic Chemistry. 


Preparation of Hydroxylamine. By G. Bbetoki (Oazeetta y 9, 
569 — 570). — In order to avoid the* inconveniences attending the pre- 
cipitation of the tin by hydrogen sulphide and the evaporation of large 
quantities of solution containing free hydrochloric acid, as in the usual 
method of preparing hydroxylamine hydrochloride, the author employs 
lead oxide to precipitate the tin and hydrochloric acid ; it has more- 
over the additional advantage of entirely removing the iron chloride 
which is always present and causes the decomposition of a large 
proportion of the hydroxylamine salt during the evaporation. The 
product of the reaction of the tin and hydrochloric acid on the nitrate 
is poured into a large basin, and hydrated lead oxide or carbonate added 
in successive portions until there is a slight excess with respect to the 
tin originally employed in the reduction : when the precipitation is 
completed, which happens in the course of a few days, the liquid is 
neutral or slightly alkaline, and after removal of the lead by sulphuric 
acid, should give no precipitate of tin snlphide with sulphuretted 
hydrogen. The liquid is then decanted, the residue heated several 
times with water to dissolve out the hydroxylamine salt, and the small 
quantity of lead which is present is precipitated by hydrogen sulphide. 
After filtration and evaporation to dryness, the hydroxylamine salt is 
extracted from the residue in the manner described by Lossen. 

C. E. G. 
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Conversion of Hydroxylamine into Nitrous and Nitric Acids. 
By G. Bertoni (Gazzetta, 9, 571 — 574). — When a dilute solution of 
hydroxylamine is rendered alkaline with baryta and treated with 
potassium permanganate, it is immediately reduced, and on examining 
the solution it will be found to contain nitrous acid. If the hydroxyl- 
amine solution is rendered acid with sulphuric acid, its reducing 
action on the permanganate is very much slower, and in this caso 
nitric acid is formed. In neither reaction, however, is the whole of the 
hydroxylamine converted into the acid. Chromic acid behaves in a 
somewhat similar mann er, producing nitric and nitrous acids, whilst 
the oxides of the noble metals yield nitrous acid only. The author 
hopes to found a quantitative process for the estimation of hydroxyl- 
amine on this reaction. Red blood-corpuscles are deoxidised by 
hydroxylamine, but the products formed have not been examined. 
The powerful reducing action of hydroxylamine causes it to act as an 
energetic poison when injected subcutaneously, and also when exhibited 
internally. C. E. G. 

Reduction of Carbonic Anhydride by Phosphorus at Ordi- 
nary Temperatures. By A, R. Leeds (Ber., 12, 2131). — The 
author finds that, although large quantities of phosphine are produced 
under the conditions stated in a previous paper (this vol. 237), no 
reduction of carbonic anhydride to carbonic oxide takes place. 

G. T. A. 

A New Hydride of Silicon. By J. Ogier (Oompt. rend., 89, 
1068 — 1070). — Silicon tetrabydride is decomposed by the electric 
discharge, hydrogen being liberated, and a yellow deposit formed 
which has the composition SlH®. The new compound ignites on per- 
mission, and burns when heated in the air : it also takes fire in an 
atmosphere of chlorine. 

When exposed to a temperature of 400°, the tetrabydride splits up 
into hydrogen and silicon. 

Phospnoretted and arseninretted hydrogen are also decomposed by 
the electric discharge, with formation of solid hydrides. 

w. c. w. 

Luminosity of Phosphorus. By W. Moller-Erzbaoh (Bar., 
12, 2130). — The statement of Joubert ( Corrupt, rend., 79, 693) that 
the luminosity of phosphorus is due to oxidation of its vapour is not 
new. The author has stated the same fact in Fogg. Ann., 141, 95, 
and Ber., 3, 84. G. T. A. 

Pentathionic Acid. By E. Kessler (Anmlen, 200, 256 — 259). 
— In replying to Spring’s paper on the non-existence of pentathionic 
add {Ann., 199, 79) the author points out that his analyses (Fogg. 
Ann., 74, 274) proved that the acid which is produced by the action 
of sulphuretted hydrogen on sulphurous acid was penta- and not tetra- 
ihiowic acid . 0. ^ 

Reduction of Metallic Oxides by Hydrogen. By W* Mullrr- 
Erzbach (Ber., 12, 2130). — The statement made by Wright and luff 
in their papers on “ Researches on some Points in Chemical Dyna- 
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mics (this Journal, 1878, 1 and 504), that the initial temperature for 
the reduction of oxides depends on their physical nature, has been 
already published by the author (Fogg. Ann., 136, 51). Also their 
statement that precipitated copper oxide is not reduced by hydrogen 
at a temperature below 83° has been forestalled by the author, who 
gave it as 82° (Fogg. Arm., 163, 332). GK T. A. 

Copper Hydride. By Bebthelot (Compt rend., 89, 1005 — 1011). 
— The anomalous results observed in the amount of heat absorbed in 
the formation of copper hydride (which was found to vary from 
— 2*7 to — 8*7 in different specimens) induced the author to analyse 
the substance. A sample prepared by the addition of sodium hypo- 
phosphite to a solution of copper sulphate and dilute sulphuric acid, 
purified by washing with water containing carbonic acid, and dried on 
porous platos over sulphuric acid in an atmosphere of carbonic anhy- 
dride, had the following composition : 

On 87*2 H; 0*08; H 2 0 1*3; S 0*28; P 1*34 ; O combined with 
Cn 4*6. O combined with S and P, loss, &c., 5*2 per cent. 

It may be regarded as a complex compound of hydroxide and phos- 
phate of copper. 

When boiled in water, the so-called hydride gives off hydrogen, and 
leaves a residue which contains besides copper, small quantities of 
oxygen, sulphur, and phosphorus. W. 0- W. 

Copper Hydride. By A. Wubtz (Compt. rend ? 89, 1066—1068). 
— In reply to Berthelot’s criticisms, the author points out that pure 
cuprous hydride can be obtained by the electrolytic decomposition of 
a dilute solution of copper sulphate, or by the action of sodium hypo- 
sulphite, Na 2 S0 2 , on copper sulphate. When the hydride is treated 
with hydrochloric acid, the volume of hydrogen liberated is twice 
that set free when the hydride is decomposed by heat. 

W. 0. w. 

Copper Hydride. A Reply to Wurtz. By Berthelot (Compt. 
rend., 89, 1007 — 1099). — The author maintains that the existence of 
cuprous hydride is purely hypothetical, since the so-called compound 
invariably contains constitutional water. W. 0. W. 

Copper Hydride. By A. Wurtz (Compt. rend., 90, 22 — 24).— 
In the preparation of cuprous hydride at the ordinary temperature, the 
portion which is first deposited contains only very slight traces of 
phosphate. The mean of two analyses gave — 

Found. Calculated. 


Cu a 98*52 98*45 

Ha 1*48 1*55 

W. C. W. 


Atomic Weight of Antimony. Bv F. Kessler (J. vr . Qhem. [2], 
20, 114 — 123). — (Comp, this Jour., 36, 772.) A critical discussion of 
the methods and results of the five more important investigations of 
this constant, leads the author to the following conclusions: — The 
determinations of Schneider, by the ignition of a native sulphide 
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(Amsberg glance), in hydrogen gas, are untrustworthy, lie baying over- 
looked tlie presence of calcspar as an impurity in the ore : so also 
are Cooke’s numbers ; both those obtained from the synthesis of SbjSs, 
in the -wet way, and subsequently heating to 210° in a stream of 
hydrogen, through the oxidation of a portion of the sulphide in the 
latter process, due to the presence of nitrogenous impurity (N a O) in 
the hydrogen used ; and also those obtained from the analyses of 
halogen compounds on account of the contamination of the silver pre- 
cipitates with the sparingly soluble salt, AgSbO.OJB^Oe, and probable 
impurities in the SbCl 3 (H 2 0), SbBr s , and SbI 3 (SBr 2 .SI 3 ), the two 
latter compounds having been prepared in presence of carbon bisul- 
phide. On the other hand, after applying a correction to the number 
obtained by Dumas for the AgSbO.CJBuOe, here also most probably 
contained in the silver precipitate, we obtain Sb = 1 22*29. The number 
assigned by Dexter, 122*38, 'the author regards as trustworthy, whilst the 
mean value obtained by the author himself from three series of experi- 
ments was 122*29. The final conclusion to be drawn is that 122*3 re- 
presents the atomic weight of the metal; or, on the assumption of 
Stas (H = 1, O = 15*96) the integral 122. 0. E. 0. 

Atomic Weight of Antimony. By J. P. Cooke (Per., 12, 2123 
— 2124) . — A reply to the objections of Kessler to the author’s results. 
(See preceding abstract, and this Journal, 36, 354 and 772.) 

Galvanic Experiments (Platinum Bases), By E. Dreohsel 
(/. pr. Ghem. [2], 20, 378 — 380). — The method employed is to con- 
tinuously and rapidly reverse the galvanic current from platinum 
poles through the solution operated upon. By acting in this manner 
on commercial ammonium carbonate (containing ammonium carba- 
mate) for a period of eight hours, and then evaporating on the water- 
bath, a salt crystallising in fine white needles was obtained. It was 
found to contain 64*69 per cent, platinum, and is the salt of a plati- 
num base; its composition cotdd not be satisfactorily settled on 
account of want of material. Concentrated hydrochloric acid gives a 
bright green, nitric acid a sky-blue crystalline precipitate with its 
solution. About 0*1 gram platinum was dissolved in ten hours by the 
ammonium carbonate. 

On working the commutator more slowly, the temperature of the 
liquid rises and no precipitate is formed, but by simultaneous cooling a 
crystalline precipitate occurs, which contains 38*6 per cent, platinum, 
and is also the salt of a platinum base ; this yields no bright green pre- 
cipitate, but an almost colourless one with hydrochloric acid, consist- 
ing of microscopic needles. By operating on a solution of glucose 
mixed with sodium phosphate, with very large platinum electrodes, 
prevented from touching each other by a sheet of filter-paper, the 
places on the platinum where the paper had rested were found at the 
end of the experiment to be covered with a brownish translucent sub- 
stance, easily removable in large plates ; this on ignition left a large 
amount of platinum, but its properties have not as yet been inves- 
tigated. 

H. Kolbe remarks in a note to the paper that these interesting 
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results have induced him to extend his earlier galvanic experiments, 
and to study the action of rapid change of poles on a number of 
salts. F. L. T. 


Mineralogical Chemistry. 


Mineralogical Notes on the Ores of Chanarcillo, North 
Chili. By A. Stueng (Jahrb. /. Mm., 1878, 897 — 927). — The speci- 
mens examined by the author were obtained from the Dolores I Mine, 
Chanarcillo, Atacama. The veins and deposits of the various ores of 
this district were described by F. A. Moesta ( Jahrb . /. Min., 1870, 
489). According to him, the silver ores are irregularly distributed 
over Atacama, some occurring in the neighbourhood of tne coast, and 
others in the Cordillera in greenstone, stratified porphyry, sedimentary 
and metamorphic rocks. The most considerable deposits of ore occur 
in the stratified formations of Chanarcillo, in limestone of the Upper 
Jura formation, in which there are vertical veins and intrusive layers 
of eruptive rocks. There are numerous veins of greenstone penetrat- 
ing the limestone (their direction being from the south towards the 
north) and in these veins, where the rocks are still undecomposed, 
there are considerable quantities of iron-pyrites, galena and zinc-blende, 
all of which contain small quantities of silver, varying from four to six 
ounces to the centner. There are three occurrences to be taken into 
consideration, which are of great importance, viz. : (1) the veins ; 
(2) the so-called “mantes;” (3) the intrusive deposits. 

The Veins . — These consist of rich silver veins, ferruginous barren 
veins, and rock veins more or less of decomposed greenstone. The 
rock veins are undoubtedly the media through which the metalliferous 
deposits were brought about, as they cause an enrichment of the silver 
veins penetrating them. 

The Mangos.-— -These are layers and zones of rock interposed with 
great regularity in the stratified formation; they contain silver ore, 
and are always metamorphosed through the action of silicates. 

The Intrusive Layers . — These also are “ mantes/* consisting, how- 
ever, of greenstone, and enriching the silver veins which penetrate 
them. The distribution of ore in the veins is very irregular, owing to 
the unmistake&bly intimate connection existing between the “ manto 
formation and the ore deposits, as the latter occur only where the ad- 
jacent rock (nebengestein) is “ manto/* or where a vein of greenstone 
penetrates a vein of ore. Where the adjacent rock is not “ manto,*’ the 
veins are filled with barren rock substance, and, speaking generally, 
the veins increase in richness with the depth. The silver-ores of the 
above locality may be divided into two large groups, viz., the uppermost* 
and those near the surface consisting mostly of native silver, or the 
compounds of silver with chlorine, bromine, iodine and mercury, whilst 
the lowermost deposits are either sulphides of silver or arsenical silver 
compounds, such as silver-glance, polybasite, proustite and pyrargyrite. 
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The accompanying vein- mass can also be divided into two groups : 
(1) in the upper zone it consists mostly of a loam coloured yellow by 
ferric oxide, of a purer iron-ochre, ferruginous bitter spar, calcite, 
barytes and some malachite; (2) in the lower zone it is black or grey, 
and consists of calcite, much zinc-blende, galena, arsenic, and occa- 
sionally iron-pyrites. 

It is characteristic of the deposit of silver ore that it ends at that 
depth or spot where the decomposition or alteration of the rock strata 
can no longer be detected. Prom these observations the author con- 
cludes that the ores in the veins are the product of the decomposition 
of the adjacent rock. The silver in them arises from the silver enter- 
ing into the composition of the metallic sulphides distributed in the 
calcite and greenstone, as it appears that the richer the deposit in the 
veins, the poorer is the adjacent rock in iron-pyrites, galena and zinc- 
blende. These conclusions fully confirm the theory of Bischoff that 
“ the metalliferous veins obtained their material from the adjacent 
rocks,” and the recent researches of Sandberger, who proved that 
silver, copper, nickel and cobalt are present in many rock-forming 
minerals, accounting for the presence of these metals in the veins by 
showing conclusively that they must have been taken away from the 
adjacent rocks by the action of water, and deposited in the veins. 

1. Proustite . — This mineral often occurs attached to pyrargyrite, and 
is accompanied with argentite, calcite, flnorspar, iron-pyrites, fener- 
blende, &c., the pronstite being generally completely enveloped by 
felt-like asbestos. Its crystals vary in size, from short crystals or fine 
needles to individuals 25 mm. in length, and the forms observed being 
the predominating scalenohedron R s , combined with 

JR . — JR . R . — -2R . ccR . coP2 . coPj. 

The comparative length of the vertical axis c was found by the 
author to be 0*80339, and this result agrees exactly with the length 
of the axis c, obtained by calculation from Miller’s measurements. 
The rhombohedron — 2R occurs sometimes almost predominating, 
and on these crystals good measurements can be obtained. The rhombo- 
hedron + JR, occurs generally as a modification of the terminal edges 
of — JR, hut it occurs sometimes independently. Its faces are always 
distinctly striated parallel to the shorter diagonal, that is, parallel to 
the combination-edge of —JR with -f JR. This striation is caused by 
the alternating combination of JR and — JR. The rhombohedron Ris 
a rare occurrence, and its faces are not generally well adapted for accu- 
rate measurements of the interfacial angles. A scalenohedron 
which occurs sometimes with R 3 , and the other rhombohedrons already 
referred to, is characterised also by a peculiar roundness and indefinite- 
ness of its interfacial angles. This peculiarity of the interfacial angles 
of the two forms is confined mostly to the same portion of a crystal, 
whilst on other crystals nothing of the kind is observed. As a rarity 
there occurred a negative rhombohedron immediately beneath — 2R 
on R a , its combination-edges being very nearly parallel to the obtuser 
terminal edges of the scalenohedron : consequently it must be an obtuser 
rhombohedron than — 5R. There were also slight indications of a 
rhombohedron $R. Amongst the scalenohedrons, R 3 predominates, 
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the faces of which possess a magnificent lustre, and often exhibit a 
striation parallel with the combination-edge with ooP2, this striation 
being caused on some individuals by the alternating combination of 
the scalenohedrons R 3 and ft 4 , whilst on others it is due simply to the 
alternating combination of R 3 and coP2. The scalenohedron R 4 does 
not occur independently. The scalenohedron -JR 4 is a common occur- 
rence on the obtuser terminal edges of R s , and exhibits a striation on 
all its faces parallel to the combination edge with — |R, caused by 
the alternating combination with the latter form. The scalenohedron 
•§R 2 is a rare occurrence; it modifies the combination edges of R with 
— J-R. On a few crystals, a scalenohedron (new to red silver ore) 
— 2Rf occurs ; it combines with R 3 in such away that the combination 
edges with R 3 are only approximately parallel to the obtuser ter- 
minal edges of that form. The faces of — 2R| are horizontally striated, 
owing to its alternate combination with a scalenohedron — mRf (pro- 
bably — 4R$). The author observed also a scalenohedron R^, occur- 
ring in alternate combination with coP2, and points out that Sella 

g ^uadro delle forme cristalline dell Argento rosso, del Qnarzo e del 
alcare di Q. Sella : estratto da una memoria sulle forme cristalline 
dell* argento rosso letta davanti alia R. Academia delle scienze di 
Torino, li 10 febbraio, 1856) had already observed a scalenohedron R^£, 
but Streng’s measurements were of sufficient accuracy to show that 
his scalenohedron was really R^ 6 . The “prism zone” is very fully 
developed, but the individual faces are not very clearly defined, and 
occur in alternating combination, thus causing a very irregular, strong, 
vertical striation. Amongst the prisms coP2 predominates, its faces 
being generally striated parallel to a prismatic edge, or else parallel 
to the combination-edge with R. Sometimes the latter striation is 
caused by the alternate combination of coP2 with R*, and sometimes 
with the scalenohedron R4^. A prism coPf occurs tetartohedral. 
The prism ooR is a rare occurrence, and is observed generally as a tri- 
gonal prism. The author could not ascertain whether proustite was 
hemimorphons (as might be expected with a hemihedral or tetarto- 
hedral habit of the “ prism zone ”) owing to one end only of the crystal 
being developed, whilst the other end was invariably attached to the 
supporting surface. The basal terminal plane OR is one of the rarest 
occurrences on proustite crystals. Proustite crystals occur also 
twinned according to two laws, the first being u the twin-plane a face 
of +R.” The twins according to this law have their vertical axes 
inclined to each other at an angle of 94° 18', and one individual pre- 
dominates largely and forms a nucleus round which other smaller 
twins arrange themselves, parallel to the three directions corresponding 
with the three pairs of rhombohedral faces. A polysynthetical twin- 
formation was also observed occasionally, tabular crystals occurring as 
thin laminae being interpolated parallel to a face of R, in the principal 
or predominating crystal. The second twin-law is “the twin-plane a 
face perpendicular to the terminal edge of — JR.” The twin-axis is a 
terminal edge of -^R. The two crystals have a face of +?R in 
common, but the twin-plane is the one given above, and the vertical 
axes of the two crystals intersect at an angle of 26° 7\ A similar 
grouping of crystals, round a central predominating individual, w as 
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observed with twins according to the second twin-law, as was the case 
with, those according to the first law ; also for the first time, a poly- 
synthetical twin-formation. The author considers proustite to be one 
of the best examples of three kinds of striation on the crystal-faces, as 
the latter are striated (1) through the alternate combination of two 
faces ; (2) through the occurrence of sub-mdividuals ; and (3) through 
polysynthetical twin-formation. The author appends a table of inter- 
racial angles for all the forms observed on proustite from Chanar- 
ciUo. 

2. Pyrargyrite. — This mineral occurs simultaneously with proustite at 
Chanarcilio, the latter being generally attached to the former. The 
crystals of pyrargyrite are less lustrous than those of proustite, and there- 
fore not well adapted for accurate measurement, but the following forms 
were observed, viz., B 3 . — . ooP2 and ooB as a trigonal prism. The 
terminal edges of — i £B are either replaced by JR, or else by very obtuse, 
striated scalenohedrons, which could not be measured. The faces of 
B 3 are strewn over with small excrescences, which aggregate into 
narrow swellings on the acuter edges, whilst lie faces of ooP2 project 
so much that B occurs above it, with a re-entering angle in combination 
with B 8 , whence it follows that the faces of B 3 are sunken, as in a 
crystal skeleton. Some pyrargyrite crystals are encased in a light- 
grey, lustreless covering, on which proustite crystals have formed. 
Twins occur, the twin-plane being a face of B. On analysis of a pyrar- 
gyrite crystal, the following results were obtained, viz. : — 

Ag. Sb. As. S. 

60*33 18*47 3*80 18*17 = 100*97 

from which the formula Ag 3 AsS 3 *f 3Ag 3 SbS 8 is deduced. From this 
formula it appears that the Chanarcillo pyrargyrite occupies an inter- 
mediate position between pyrargyrite and proustite, as the author 
considered might be the case, from its occurrence simultaneously with 
proustite. 

2. Feuerblende. — This mineral occurs attached to pyrargyrite, in 
very small, isolated, hyacinth-red crystals, in a rhombic form resembling 
stilbite. The largest crystals attained a length of 1*5 mm., and a 
breadth of f mm. Breithaupt describes this mineral in his “ Oha- 
rakteristik des Mineralsystems.” 3 Aufl. 1832 ; Phillips, in his Ele- 
mentary Introduction to Mineralogy 99 (Brooke and Miller) ; Dana, in 
his c< System of Mineralogy,” and Boemer (Jahtb.f. Afm., 1848, 312) 
are of the same opinion. Phillips gives the following forms : — 

+P . coPco . Poo . coPco . coP , ^-Poo, 

and states that ooPoo is striated parallel to its combination-edge with 
Poo. The forms given by Dana are ooP . coPoo . P2 . Poo . 2Kco, 
and he also states that ooPco is striated parallel to the olino diag o nal, 
the cleavage-plane being also ooPco. Boemer also considers the 
mineral to be monosymmetrical, on account of the striation being 
feather-like, and parallel to a terminal edge of P, whilst he was of 
opinion that the cleavage-plane must be a face of P. 

Kenngott, however, concluded from his observations “ (Uebersicht 
der Besultaie mineralogischer Forschnngen in den Jahren 1844-49,” 
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249), that it crystallised in tlie rhombic system, the forms observed 
being P . coPoo . 00P00, the cleavage direction parallel to ooPco, and 
the feather-like striation on ooPco was parallel to the combination 
edge with P. The crystals examined by Streng exhibited two types, 
viz., a distinctly rhombic type and a monosymmetrical type. There 
were three pyramids in the same zone, a prism whose obtuser edge was 
modified by a dull, lustreless pinacoid, and the acute edge by a pina- 
coid having a strong pearly lustre ; no striation was observed, how- 
ever, on the latter face. A dome occurred on all the pyramids. An 
exfoliation was observed on the crystals, parallel to the pinacoid, exhi- 
biting a pearly lustre (coPoo), and this exfoliation causes a striation 
on the other pinacoid, and also on the faces of the domes and pyramids, 
parallel to the combination edges with 00P00. The author concluded 
from the measurements obtained by him, and the results of the optical 
examination of the crystals, that they crystallised in the rhombic 
system, and did not exhibit any twin-formation. The most obtuse 
pyramid was chosen as primary pyramid, and the axial ratio a : 6 : o = 
0-3706 : 1 : 0 * 1944 . 

The following table gives the various forms and the interfacial 
angles observed according to the authorities above named : — 


Streng. 

(Rhombic.) 


Dana. 

(Mono-sym- 

metrical.) 

X. 

Y. 

z. 

Calculated. 

Found. 

Calculated. 

ooPao 

ocRao 

coPoo 






- - 

ooPoo 

ooPao 

ocFao 

— 

— 

— 

— 

ooP 

ooP 

ocP 


— 

139° 2<y 

— 

P 





125 32 

— 

160 28 

68° 30' 

4l?4 

iSoo 

poo 

— 

— 

110 52 

— 

5?5 


— 

138 46 

137° 58' 

98 32 

95 42 


Poo 

2P» 

— 

— 

75 28 

— 

are 

P 

P2(?) 


— 

65 44 

122 32 

Poo 

«— 

— 

124 37i 

124 37$ 

65 22} 



All the forms given in the first column were observed by the author, 
excepting 4P4 and ’which he converted into rhombic forms, 

from Brooke and Miller’s measurements.* 


* Note by Abstractor . — Since the above paper was written it has been shown that 
if the crystals bo placed in the position assigned to those of rittingerite by Schrauf 
(viz., tabular through OP), the interfacial angles will be almost identical, and the 
crystal system monosymmetrical, the forms being OP . ooRoo . J^Roo . P . ^ P . ooP . $P. 
Owing, however, to the presence of sulphur in Streng’ s feuorblende, and its entire 
absence in rittingerite, it is still an open question whether the two minerals are iden- 
tical. Below are given the interfacial angles of feuerblende (in Sohraufs position) 
compared with the interfacial angles of Schrauf’s rittingerite, viz. : — 


Streng. Schrauf. 

ooP - ooP -= 65° 23*' 55° 40' 

P - OP - 49 7 48 52 

jj*P - OP - 81 81 6 

- OP - 69 14 70 32* 


O. A B. 
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4. Magnetic iron pyrites .— Small crystals of this mineral, exhibiting 
the characteristic colour and forms, were observed on proustite. The 
forms observed were oo? . P and 4P (the latter on a crystal .from 
Kongsberg), and the interfacial angles coincided with those of silber- 
Ides. The author could not, however detect the slightest trace of 
silver in any of the crystals, although he is strongly of opinion that 
magnetic iron-pyrites crystallises in the rhombic system, and is isomor- 
phous with silberkies. 0. A. B. 


Water of the Ferdmandsbrannqaelle at Marienbad, Bohe- 
mia. By W. F. G-intl (/. pr. Ohem. [2], 20, $56-370) —The ex- 
amination of this water was made in August, 1876. The spring, on 
August 2nd at 4.20 p. m., was yielding 1458*34 litres per hour, as the 
mean of three determinations. The temperature of the spring was 
10*3°, the temperature of the air being 20*2°. Tbe water was clear, 
colourless, and showed only a slight yellow tint in long columns. It 
had a feebly acid reaction, slightly sharp taste, afterwards very salt, 
leaving a distinctly inky after- taste. The sp. gr. of the water at 20*6° 
was found to be 1*0085. 

Besult of the analysis : 10,000 grams of water contain— 


Potassium sulphate 

0 49262 gram. 

Sodium „ 

4715345 

Calcium „ 

0*14899 

Sodium nitrate 

0*12355 

Sotiinm chloride 

17-11257 

Magnesium chloride 

0 77146 

Sodium carbonate 

14*54793 

Lithium „ 

0*19061 

♦Ammonium „ 

0*05099 

Calcium „ 

4 80347 

Magnesium „ 

3 95385 

Ferrous „ 

0*53464 

Manganous „ 

0*13281 

Basic aluminium phosphate 

0*06334 

Silicic anhydride 

0*77645 

Organic matter 

1*00521 

Arsenic 

traces 

Boric anhydride 

traces 

Bromine 

traces 

Strontium oxide 

traces 

Half-combined carbonic anhydride. . 

10*60759 „ 

Free carbonic anhydride , . . . . 

31*79302 „ 


which corresponds to 16728 67 c.c. at 760 mm. b. p , and 10*3°. 
The gases rising in the spring in 1000 c.c. contained— 


Carbonic anhydride 

Oxygen 

Nitrogen (with a trace of a hydrocarbon) 

* With traces of mrfcylamine. 


938*47 c.c. 

19*17 „ 

42*46 „ 

F. L. T, 
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Organic Chemistry. 

Dioxyethylmethylene. Preparation of Methylene Chloride, 
By W. H. Greene (Oompt. rend., 89, 10 77 — 1078). — Methylene chloride , 
CH 2 C1 2 , is best obtained by cautiously adding Hydrochloric acid to a 
mixture of alcohol, chloroform, and metallic zinc contained in a flask 
connected with a condenser. An active reaction takes place, and 
sufficient heat is evolved to distil over a considerable quantity of 
methylene chloride and chloroform. When the action ceases, more 
acid is added to the zinc, and the mixture is gently heated until 
alcohol begins to come over. On fractionating the distillate, methylene 
chloride (b. p. 40 — 41 c ) is isolated, and the higher boiling liquid is 
again treated with zinc and hydrochloric acid. Dioxyeth ijlmethylene 
ether , prepared by the action of sodium on a mixture of methylene 
chloride and absolute alcohol, boils at 89° under 709 mm. pressure, and 
its sp. gr. is 0*851 at 0°. The ether dissolves freely in alcohol and in 
common ether, and is somewhat soluble in water, but it separates from 
the aqueous solution on the addition of calcium chloride. 

W. 0. W. 

Action of Potassium Permanganate on Potassium Cyanide. 
By E. Baudrimont ( Oompt rend., 89, 1115 — 1117).— Four equivalents 
of potassium cyanide are required to decolorise 5 mols. of potassium 
permanganate ; the rate of decomposition increases with the tempera- 
ture and with the strength of the solutions, but it is diminished by 
Btrongly acidifying the mixture with sulphuric acid. 

Urea, ammonia, and carbonic, nitric, nitrous, oxalic, and formic acids 
are the products of the decomposition. The formation of urea, nitric 
and nitrons acids, is represented by the following equations : — 

(1.) 4KC3ST + KaMnA + 5H 2 0 = 2CO(NH 2 ) 2 4 2^008 + 2KHO 

4 Mn a O s . 

(2.) KCTT 4 - K 2 Mn 2 0a = KNO s + K 2 C0 3 4- Mn 3 O s . 

(8.) 4KCN + 5K 2 Mn 2 0 8 + H a O = 4KISO, 4- 4K 2 CO s + 2KHO 

+ Mn 2 0 8 . 

In an alkaline solution, a considerable quantity of nitrite, and but a 
small quantity of urea is produced, but when the mixture is acidified 
with sulphuric acid, the yield of urea is greatly increased. 

w. c. w. 

Cyanamide. By E. Drechsel (/. pr. Chem. [2], 20, 77—97). — 
The author gives, in the first instance, details of improved methods 
for the preparation of cyanamide, both from potassium cyanate and 
from ammonium thiocyanate. Volhard’s method of preparation from 
the latter salt, viz., conversion into thiooarbamide and treatment of this 
compound with mercuric oxide, is supplemented by treatment of the 
residues from the first of these processes, thus : — A crude melam is 
obtained by heating until the mass becomes solid ; it is then finely 
powdered and heated with an equal weight of quick-lime ; the result- 
ing cyanamide is isolated by the ordinary treatment. By the method 
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thus completed the author obtained from 4*5 kilos, ammonium thio- 
cyanate, 1010 grams thiocarbamide (yielding about 400 grams cyan- 
amide), and from the 727 grams melam obtained from the residues, 
292 grams cyanamide ; the total yield of cyanamide being thus 15 per 
cent, of the salt employed. 

Bodies of the formula tt(CKNH a ), are converted into cyanamide by 
aftrnlfl.r treatment, probably yielding in the first instance melam (the 
formation of ammonia accompanied by evolution of heat being always 
observed). 

The formation of calcium cyamide from melam and lime may be 
represented by the equation — 

C 6 H&N"n 4 4CaO =s 4CaCNa 4 SIMMs 4 - 2COg, 
or as occurring in the following stages : — 

I. CJBySTu 4 4CaO = 2Ca(OCN ) 3 4- 3NH 8 4- (2Ca 4- 20N 

+ NO- 

IL 2 Ca(OON ) 3 = 2 CaCTT 3 4 2 CO*. 

-r-r T f (a) 2 Ca 4 - 2CN 4 = 2CaCN* or 

l (&) Ca(CN ) 3 4 Ca 4 N* = 2 CaCTr 3 . 

The last of these equations was verified (so far as the analogy 
holds good) by passing the vapours of sodium over potassium cyanide 
kept at a red heat in an atmosphere of nitrogen, when a cyamide was 
formed, thus : KCN 4 N 4 Na = KNaOK 2 . The conversion of 
barium cyanide into cyamide, and the possibility of the direct removal 
of the carbon-atom, by which the formula of the first differs from 
that of the latter, were investigated by the following experiment : — 
Pure barium ferrocyanide was heated to redness in an atmosphere of 
nitrogen or hydrogen ; cyanamide was identified amongst the products 
of the reaction. The direct observation with barium cyanide was beset 
with the difficulty of obtaining it. Two methods of preparation were 
attempted : first, dry hydrocyanic acid was passed into a solution of 
barium oxide in anhydrous methyl alcohol, the reaction taking place in 
an atmosphere of hydrogen. The product, however, was a methoxy- 
cyanide, crystallising with 1 mol. of the alcohol in white shining 
plates Ba(OMe)CN 4 MeOH ; on heating, it was resolved according 
to the equation: 2Ba(OMe)CN = CNBa.O.BaCN 4 Me a O. Tho 
oxycyanide, heated in an atmosphere of nitrogen, yielded oyanamido. 
Secondly, cyanogen gas was passed over heated barium-amalgam, air 
being previously expelled by a stream of hydrogen. In this case also 
cyanamide was formed. The conversion of barium cyanide into 
cyamide is thus established: the non-formation of cyanogen, when 
the compounds investigated were heated in an atmosphere of nitro- 
gen; and of acetylene when hydrogen was employed, negatives the 
hypothesis of the direct removal of a carbon-atom. On the other 
hand, the reaction is attended with evolution of gas and formation 
of barium carbonate. The explanation of these phenomena, adopted 
by the author after a long investigation, lies in the presence of 
traces of moisture in the streams of nitrogen or hydrogen gas in 
which the substances were heated (Dibbits, Zeits. Anal . Ohem. 9 15, 
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121). The presence of water wonld probably determine the following 
reactions : — 

1. Ba(CN) a + 2H 3 0 = Ba(OH) a + 2HCN. 

2. Ba(ON) 3 + 2Ba(OH) 3 = BaCO s + BaCN* + BaO 4- H* 

In confirmation of this supposition, by analogy, the author found 
that on heating a mixture of potassium cyanide with potash to low- 
redness in an atmosphere of nitrogen, a cyamide was formed, thus : 
2KCN -f 4KOH =s K 3 CN S + K fl C0 8 + K 2 0 + H*. It was also 
observed that on fusing together potassium cyanate and potash in a 
silver dish, potassium cyamide was formed, thus : 

2KONO + 2KOH = KaON, + K 2 C0 8 + H a O, 

which bears on the question of the analogy of the alkali-metals to 
those of the alkaline earths in their relations to cyanamide. 

Although the hypothesis of a direct removal of a carbon-atom from 
barium cyanide was rejected, the inverse problem of the addition of a 
carbon-atom to a cyamide appears to be solved by the observation, that 
on heating disodium cyamide with lamp-black, sodium cyanide is 
formed. The author also mentions incidentally, that on heating sodamide 
with carbon in a stream of hydrogen, cyanide is formed, thus : NaH 2 N 
+ G = NaCN + H». 

Constitution of Cyanamide . — The viewof the constitution of this body 
advanced by the author in a previous paper (ibid. [2], 11, 347), viz., 
that it is actually cyanamide, CHJNHs, and not carbodiimide. C(NH).., 
has been strengthened by the subsequent investigations of others, 
especially those of SchifF and Fileti (Per., 10, 425), and may now be 
regarded as established. The lengthy discussion of the value to be 
attached to the ^greater stability of the mono-, as compared with the 
disodium and potassium compounds of cyanamide, is concluded by 
assigning as the cause of the difference, the characteristics of the metals, 
rather than a corresponding difference of function of the two hydrogen- 
atoms. 

The compound of cyanamide with hydrochloric acid, GN.NH 2 .2HQ), 
appears to contain a CCl-group, to be constituted, therefore, similarly 
to the imido-chlorides of Wallach (Ber., 1875, 302), thus : 

ON.NH3.2HOl = HN: CC1.NH 2 .HC1, and 
ON.NH.OOOEt.2HCl =. HN : OOLNH.OOOBtt.HOL 

These bodies are decomposed by water, with formation of urea deri- 
vatives, the former yielding dicyanodiamidine, the latter ethyl allo- 
phanate. 

The author also extends this view of the constitution of the hydro- 
chlorides of cyanogen derivatives to the following : — 

(1.) Nt foils — 

H.CN.H01 = H.0C1 1 NH, i.e., Formo-imidochloride. 

Et 0N.HC1 = Ht.OGT.NH, Propio-imidochloride. 

( 2 .) Oarb amines — 

H.N0 -f HOI = H.COT.NH, Formo-imidochloride. 

Et.NC + HOI = H.CClINEt, FomoethyUimidochloride. 

VOL. XXXVIII. Z 
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(3.) Oarbimides — 

CO.NHHC1 = EJHT.COCl, Carbaminyl chloride. 

CO.NEt.HCl = EtHKCOCl, Ethylcarbaminyl chloride. 

(4.) Oyanates — 

N l COEt.HCl = HN : CCl.OEi, Oarhamidochloride ethyl ether. 

On this hypothesis, an investigation of the action of ammonia and 
its derivatives upon these anhydro-chlorides, -would lead to interest- 
ing results, the nature of which is evident. 

The action of the compounds under (3) upon sodium-cyamide should 
yield true cyanocarbamides, thus : — 

HJ5T.COC1 + NaHCN 3 = H^.CO.NHCtf + Had. 

0. F. 0. 

Action of Sulphuric Monochloride on Alcohols. By P. 
Behrend (J. pr. Ghem. [2], 20, 382 — 384). — The author, in reply to 
Claesson, says that by acting on sulphuric chloride with alcohol, he ob- 
tained the body EtO. 80*01; by the action of this body, many of the 
alcohols may be converted into sulphates of the alcohol-radicles. 
Claesson did not obtain this latter result. The author complains that 
Claesson did not prepare the ethyl chlorosulphonate according to his 
(the author’s) method, but prepared it by M. Muller’s method, by 
acting with ethylene on ohlorosulphonic acid. The results of: Claesson 
differ so much from his own, that he considers there is some proba- 
bility that these bodies are isomerides. F. L. T. 

Combinations of Lithium and Magnesium Chlorides with 
Alcohols. By S. E. Simon {/. pr. Ghem . [2], 20, 371 — 377). — On 
acting with the pure lithium and magnesium chlorides on dry ethyl 
and methyl alcohols, heat is evolved, and on cooling with ice or freez- 
ing mixtures, alcoholates of these chlorides crystallise out. These 
alcoholates are crystalline, deliquescent bodies. The formulae repre- 
senting the composition of the ethyl compounds are : LiC1.4EtOH ; 
MgCl*.6EtOH, and of the methyl compounds : 

LiCl.BMeOH ; MgCl>6MeOH. F. L. T. 

Oxidation of Alcohol by an Ammoniacal Solution of Cupric 
Oxide. By A. Letellieb ( Oompt . rend., 89, 1105).— Ethyl alcohol 
is oxidised to acetic acid by the action of an ammoniacal solution of 
copper oxide at 180 °. 

The blue colour of the ammoniacal solution is destroyed by treat- 
ment with glycerol, benzene, oil of turpentine, and by all alcohols. 

w. c. w. 

Action of Diastase on Starch-paste. By A. Hdrzfkld ( Ber., 
12, 2120 — 2123). — The final products of the action of di&staso on 
starch are maltose and achroodextrin. As regards the preparation of 
maltose, it is found that crystallisation takes place much more readily 
when the solution in hot alcohol of 80 — 85 per cent, is left standing in 
the cold for some time in a closed vessel before the alcohol is eva- 
porated. 
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Above a temperature of 65°, besides maltose, another body, soluble 
in diluted but not in strong alcohol, seems to be formed by the action 
of diastase on starch. It forms a slightly coloured uncrystallisable 
gummy mass, very soluble in water. It has a faint sweet taste, which 
may be due to its conversion by the saliva into sugar. It is evidently 
identical with Bondonneau’s fy-dextrin, but the author prefers to call 
it maltodextrin. It has about one-third the reducing power of 
maltose on Fehling’s solution. Its acetyl compound differs from those 
of erythro- and achroo-dextrin, in that when considerable quantities of 
it are dissolved in hot alcohol, none of it separates out. 

The author has also formed acetyl-compounds with cane- and milk- 
sugar, maltose, and dextrose, which he is further investigating. 

Gh T. A. 

Spontaneous Decomposition of Dichlorethylamine. By J. 
Tschebniak (Ber., 12 , 2129 — 2130). — Dichlorethylamine can be kept 
for a long time unchanged if it is perfectly pure, or if it is covered by 
a layer of water. G. T. A. 

Desulphuration of Guanidine Thiocyanate. By S. Btk (J. 
2 >r. Ohem . [ 2 ], 20 , 328 — 351). — Attempts were made to obtain cyano- 
guanidine from guanidine thiocyanate by the desulphurising action of 
the oxides of mercury and lead, but without success. Guanidine thio- 
cyanate cannot be desulphurised in alcoholic or aqueous solutions by 
mercuric or plumbic oxides ; mercuric oxide in aqueous solutions pro- 
duces a compound (dTS) i Hg(ONSH.CN’ a H^)HgO, ammonia and car- 
bonic anhydride being given off. On treating this compound with acetic 
acid, guanidine thiocyanate is formed, and also a mercuric aeetothio- 
cyanate, Me.COOHg.CNS. Hydrochloric acid produces a double salt of 
guanidine hydrochloride and merenrie chloride, CNJEa.HOl^HgC^. By 
the action of lead on molten guanidine thiocyanate, a desulphuration 
occurs, no cyanoguanidine however being produced, but ammonia, 
hydrocyanic acid, plumbic thiocyanate, and a compound C 7 N 13 H w O > 
termed cyanomelamidine by the author. By oxidation, it is converted 
into melamine, with production of hydrocyanic acid. Hydrochloric and 
sulphuric acids yield salts of melamine ; nitric acid, by assimilation of 
water, gives ammeline nitrate, C 3 H a N 5 0.HN0 3 . Silver nitrate gives 
with cyanomelamidine, ammeline nitrate and ammeline-argentic oxide, 
CsHftN 6 O.AgOH. F. L. T. 

Action of Ethyl Chlorocarbonate on the Amines, By L. 
Schreiner (/. pr. Ohem. [2], 20 , 124—126). — The product of the 
action of methylamine (aqueous) on ethyl chlorocarbonate is methyl- 
amidoethyl formate ; it is a colourless liquid, with an ethereal smell, 
specifically lighter than water, and boiling at 170°. It is resolved, on 
boiling with potassium or barium hydrate, into alcohol, methylamine, 
and carbonic anhydride; the alkaline carbonates and the hydrated 
oxides of lead and copper are without action upon it. The following 
homologues were prepared : — 


z 


o 
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Methyl-amidoethyl formate, boiling at 170° 
Ethyl- „ „ 9 ) 175*5 

Propyl- „ „ „ 186 

Dimethyl- „ „ „ 139*5 


The vapour- density of eaoh was determined, and found to coincide 
with the theoretical. 

It is to be observed that the above compounds are liquid at ordinary 
temperatures, whereas the urethanes are solid crystalline bodies. The 
low boiling point of the dimethyl-compound is in harmony with other 
cases pointed out by the author ( Avmalen , 197, 1 — 26). 

0. E. C. 

* Preparation of Glyceryl Triacetate. By H. Schmidt (. Annalen , 
200 , 99 — 101). — A good yield of triacetin is obtained by gently 
boiling anhydrous glycerol for 40 hours with twice its weight of 
glacial acetic acid iu a flask provided with an upright condenser. 
The mixture is distilled, and the portion of the distillate boiling at 
257 — 260° purified by solution in water and extraction with ether; 
1 gram of triacetin dissolves in 5*6 c.c. of water at 27°. 

W. 0. w. 

Some Derivatives of Propionic Acid. By B. Freytag (7. pr. 
Gkem . [2], 20 , 380 — 382). — On heating thiocarbamide and ethyl 
monoohloropropionate in sealed tubes at 100° for 5 hours, a com- 
pound crystallises out on cooling which appears to be lactylihiocar- 

bamide hydrochloride, CS<f | .HCL On repeated crystallisation 
X KH.CO 

from alcohol or water it loses hydrochloric acid and is converted into 
lactylthiocarhamide. The aqueous solution yields a difficultly soluble 
crystalline platinochloride. 

Thiocarbamide is dissolved by propionic anhydride at 100°, and on 
cooling a crystalline mass of propionyl thiocarbamide — 

NEt.OS.NH.CsHaO, 

is obtained. 

The aqnoous solution has a neutral reaction, and yields a crystalline 
platinochloride. 

On heating equal numbers of molecules of potassium thiocyanate and 
ethyl a-monoch loropropionate in tubes at 150 — 160° for 4-— 5 hours, 
the following reaction occurs : — 

Me.CHCl.COOEt + KSCN = KOI + Me.OHS.OIT.OOOEt. 

The ethyl thiocyanopropionate thus formed is decomposed on distil- 
lation, but may be purified by distillation in a current of steam. The 
amyl thiocyanopropionate is obtained in a similar manner. 

Further experiments have been commenced with the diethyl ketone 
obtained from calcium propionate ; an oxycaproie acid is obtained by 
the action of hydrocyanic and hydrochloric acids, which the author 
intends comparing with the one obtained by Frankland and Duppa. 

E. L. T. 
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Nitrils from Hydrocyanic Acid and Acetaldehydeammonia. 
By S. C. Passavant ( Amialen , 200 , 120 — 138). — When a solution of 
aldehydeammonia in 30 per cent, hydrocyanic acid is acidified with 
dilute sulphuric acid, a-amidopropionitril immediately separates oat as 
a colourless unstable oil. In the course of a few days needle-shaped 
crystals of imidopropionitril are deposited, and if the mixture is 
frequently shaken and is exposed to diffused sunlight for four or five 
weeks hydrocyanaldine and parahydrocyanaldine crystallise out. 

a-Imidopropionitril forms glistening colourless needle-shaped crys- 
tals which dissolve in ether and alcohol, and also, although less freely, 
in water. The acid melts at 68°, and sublimes when cautiously heated. 
The aqueous solution is not precipitated by silver nitrate at the ordi- 
nary temperature, but on heating the mixture silver cyanide is thrown 
down. The hydrochloride, CsHgN 3 .H01, obtained by passing dry hydro- 
chloric acid gas into an ethereal solution of imidopropionitril is a 
white crystalline powder, soluble in absolute alcohol, insoluble in abso- 
lute ether, and decomposed by water. 

a-Imidopropionic or diethylidenelactamic add — 

Me(COOH)HC.NHK cl ^ e >CO, 

isomeric with the ethylenedilactamic acid of Heintz (ibid., 152 , 42) 
is prepared by decomposing with dilute sulphuric acid the barium salt 
which is formed by boiling a-imidopropionitril with barytar-water. 
The barium salt and the free acid are hygroscopic amorphous powders, 
insoluble in alcohol. The nitril, when treated with sodium nitrite and 
nitric acid, yields a nitroso-compound in the form of a pale-yellow oil 
which is heavier than water and is soluble in alcohol and ether. It is 
decomposed by heat, with evolution of nitrous fumes, aldehyde, and 
hydrocyanic acid. 

Hydrocyanaldine , described by Strecker (ibid., 91, 349), melts at 
115° and sublimes when cautiously heated. It is freely soluble in 
glycerol, in acetone, and in hot alcohol and hot acetic acid. It is 
deposited in triclinic prisms from an ethereal solution containing 
imido-propionitril. It is the nitril of triethylidenelactaUiic acid or 
nitrilopropionitril, N(CHMe.CN) d , and can be prepared by adding 
hydrochloric acid to a mixture of amido- and imido-propionitril in 
their molecular proportions. If the liquid is warmed, parahydro- 
cyanaldine is also formed. This body crystallises in the rhombic 
system and is sparingly soluble in absolute alcohol, water, and glycerol, 
but dissolves freely in acetone. It melts at 232° and sublimes when 
cautiously heated. It resembles hydrocyanaldine in its behaviour with 
silver nitrate and with potash. 

Attempts to prepare Streeter's base, C#H 16 Ns (ibid., 130, 122), by 
the action of hydrocyanic acid on aldehyde-ammonia were unsuc- 
cessful. W. C. W. 

Synthesis of Normal Nonoic Aoid and of an Isomeride 
of Palmitic Acid. By P. Jottrdam. — EthyMc heptylacetoacetate, 
Me.CO.CH(07H l5 ),COOEt , is formed by heating to 100° the theo- 
retical quantities of ethylio aceto&cetate, normal heptyl iodide, and an 
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alcoholic solution (8 per cent ) of sodium ethylate. When the reac- 
tion is completed, the alcohol is distilled off and water added to the 
residue. The lighter layer of liquid is dried over potassium carbonate 
and fractionated. The pure ethereal salt is a colourless, oily liquid, 
b. p. 271 — 278° (uncorr.), sp. gr. 0*9324 at 17*7°. By the action of 
alcoholic potash it yields methyloctyl ketone, Me-CO.CH^C?^, and. 
potassium acetate and heptylacetate. The ketone is a clear mobile 
liquid, not miscible with water, boils at 214°, and solidifies to a crys- 
talline mass when cooled in a freezing mixture. Its sp. gr. at 17*7® is 
0*8294. 

A concentrated aqueous solution of potash decomposes ethylic 
heptylacetoacetate, forming acetic and heptylacetic acids and a small 
quantity of methyloctyl ketone. Heptylacetic acid melts at 12°, boils 
at 253°, and is identical with the nonoic acid of Zincke and Franchi- 
mont (Avnalen, 164, 335; this Journal, 1872, 300). 

Ethylic diheptylacetoacetate^ Me.CO.C(C 7 Hi 5 ) 2 .COOEt, is prepared by 
boiling for two days in a flask, provided with an upright condenser, 
a solution of sodium ethylate in absolute alcohol, ethylic heptylaceto- 
acetate, and normal heptyl iodide. To prevent moisture being ab- 
sorbed during the operation, the open end of the condenser is con- 
nected with a drying tube containing solid potash. After distilling 
off the alcohol and adding water to the residue, an oily liquid is ob- 
tained which contains heptyl iodide, methyloctyl ketone, ethylic heptyl- 
acetoacetate, ethylic diheptylacetate, CH^CrHm^.COOEt (b. p. 308*5 — 
311°), and ethylic dibepiylacetoacetate, Me.CO.C(C 7 H 15 ) 2 .COOEt. 
These bodies were separated by fractional distillation. Ethylic diheptyl- 
acetoacetate is an oily liquid, sp. gr. 0*8907 at 17*5°, b. p. 331 — 333°. 
When boiled with a 20 per cent, aqueous solution of potash, it 
splits up into carbonic anhydride and methyl diheptylcarbinketone, 
Me . C O . CH(C 7 Hi 6 ) 2 , a colourless liquid, sp. gr. 0*826 at 17°, boiling at 
300—304°. 

A concentrated solution of potash decomposes the ethereal salt with 
formation of ethyl alcohol and acetic and diheptylacetic acids. 

IKheptylacetic acid , CH(C 7 H M ) 3 .COOH, melts at 27°, and boils be- 
tween 240° and 250° under 80— 90 mm. pressure. It dissolves freely 
in alcohol, ether, and benzene, but is insoluble in water. Gojyper 
diheptylacetate , Cu(Ci 6 H 3 i 0 3 ) 2 , is deposited from an alcoholic solution 
as a granular crystalline mass (m. p. 227°). It is the o nly salt of this 
acid which has characteristic properties. W. 0. W. 

Hydroxyvalerie Acids and Angelic Acids. By W. v. Millet* 
(Annul en, 200 , 261 — 285). — The oxidation of valeric acid (prepared 
from isobutyl carbinol) by potassium permanganate was investigated 
some time since by Neubauer, and stated by him to yield Buchner’s 
angelic acid (Annaleyi, 106 , 62; 42 , 226). The author, doubting 
Nenbaner’s results, has repeated the investigation. On distillation 
with dilute sulphuric acid, the mixed products of oxidation yielded 
a volatile acid (m. p. 69*5°), crystallising in prisms of the monosym- 
metric system (a : h : o = 1*535 : 1 : 0*706; p = 74*13°), and having 
the composition of an angelic acid; the barium salt crystallised in 
needles containing 2 mols. HjO. The observed melting point of the 
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acid differs widely from that of Buchners isomeride (45°). It also 
lies above that of methylcrotonic acid (62 ‘5° — Frankland and Duppa*), 
hut the difference is not sufficient to exclude the probability of iden- 
tity. To solve this point, the latter acid was prepared by Frankland’s 
method {Ann,, 136 , 36) and by Rohrbeck’s ( ibid ., 188 , 229) ; the pro- 
ducts were identical ; the acid was found to crystallise in plates (m. p. 
65°), belonging to the asymmetrical system, and yielded a barium 
salt crystallising with 4 mols. H 2 0. The acid in question was there- 
fore investigated as a new isomeride. The valeric acid studied by 
Neubauer being a mixture of ethylmethylacetic acid and isobutyl- 
formic acid, these acids were prepared by synthetic methods and 
severally oxidised by permanganate. From the latter an acid was 
obtained identical in properties with that under discussion. 

A further examination of the products of oxidation of the original 
valeric acids showed that a hydroxy-acid was also present; this was 
isolated in the crystalline form (m. p„ 63°) and found to be identical 
with that obtained by Saytzeff (ibid., 197, 72) by the action of phos- 
phorus trichloride on ethylic j8-hydroxyisobntyl formate. It would 
seem, therefore, that the isomeride in question is dimethylacrylic acid, 
MeaO I CH.COOH, and that it is formed through the medium of jS-hy- 
droxyisobutyl formic acid, MesC(OH).CH a .COOH. The formation of 
isobutyric acid, which is stated by Neubauer to accompany that of 
angelic acid, is also denied by the author on the grounds of his 
experimental results. 

The oxidation of the second constituent of ordinary valeric acid, 
viz., ethylmethylacetic acid, was next investigated. The acid was pre- 
pared by the synthetic method of Saur {ibid., 188, 259), and oxidised 
in dilute alkaline solution by permanganate. The mixed product was 
treated by the distillation method, as well as by exhaustion with ether, 
and in both cases a crystalline acid was obtained (m. p. 68°), which 
was identified as a-hydroxyethylmethylacetic acid; the absence of 
methylcrotonic acid was also established. This hydroxy-acid, there- 
fore, does not yield the corresponding angelic acid on distillation with 
sulphuric acid, and differs in this respect from the previous isomeride. 
The conversion is brought about, however,, by the prolonged action of 
sulphuric acid at 115 — 130°. 0. F. 0. 

Fyroterebic Acid. By J. Bredt and R. Fittig- {Annalen, 200, 
259, 260). — The liquid which is produced by the destructive distilla- 
tion of terebic acid is a mixture of lactone and pyroterebio acid. 

w. c. w. 

Action of Methyl Iodide on Asparagine. By P. Griess {Ber., 
12 , 2117 — 2119). — In endeavouring to introduce methyl into aspara- 
gine in place of hydrogen by the action of methyl iodide (and methyl 
alcohol) on a solution of this body in potash, a new add was obtained 
in addition to tetramethylammonium iodide. This add, CaHsNOs, is 
tolerably soluble in hot water, but less readily in alcohol, and is almost 
insoluble in ether. It has a strongly add taste ; and when heated, 
first melts and then blackens with evolution of pungent vapours. 

If the constitution of this body is rightly expressed by the formula, 
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COOH.C 2 H 3 ^ C — it bears tbe same relation to aspartic acid that 
loctimide does to alanine. 

The barium salt, (CJ^N0 3 ) 2 Ba+6H 2 0, forms white foliated soluble 
crystals. The neutral silver salt, C 4 H c NOAg 3 is obtained in the form 
of minute needles or plates when a neutral solution of the ammonium 
salt is decomposed by silver nitrate. When this salt is dissolved in 
hot water, a basic diver salt, CJIJTOsAga, separates out on cooling. 
It is also obtained, but in an amorphous state, when silver nitrate is 
added to a solution of the acid in excess of dilute ammonia. 

g. t. a. 

Preparation of Bromobenzene and Iodobenzene. By W. H. 
Greene (Gomjpt. rend., 90 , 40 — 41). — The best method of preparing 
moniodobenzene, is to allow chloride of iodine to drop slowly into 
benzene containing a small quantity of aluminium chloride. To avoid 
the formation of higher iodides, a large excess of benzene should be 
used. 

Mono- and dibromo-benzene are easily obtained by warming a mix- 
ture of benzene and bromine with some aluminium chloride in a flask 
connected with an upright condenser. W. C. W. 

Action of Cyanogen Compounds on Diazobenzene. By P. 
Griess (Per., 12 , 2119 — 2120). — The author has obtained a compound 
of diazobenzene with hydroferricyanic acid and another with hydro- 
nitroprusBic acid. The first consists of ( C 6 H*Nji) sH 6 (F ea0 12 N 12 ) , the 
second of (C fr H*N 2 )H 2 (FcC 5 ^NO) + H 2 0. 

They both crystallise well, and are tolerably stable. Diazobenzene 
and similar bodies also yield with potassium permanganate salt-like 
compounds which have remarkably explosive properties. Similar 
compounds have been obtained by Gabriel (Per., 9, 182, and 12 , 
1037). G. T. A. 

Ethylene Derivatives of Phenol and Salicylic Acid. By 
A. Weddige (/. pr. Chem . [2], 20 , 127 — 128). — Ethylenediyaranitro- 
phenol, ^H^O.CaH^.NO^a, formed on heating ethylene bromide 
with the sodium derivative of paranitrophenol, crystallises from its 
alcoholic solution in small needles (m. p. 143°), but is insoluble in 
water. On treatment with tin and hydrochloric acid, it yields a base 
which crystallises from its alcoholic solution in reddish needles. In 
the first-named reaction there is formed in addition, a body which 
appears to be brom ethylparanitropluenol, C & E^(N 02 ) 0 ,C 2 H 4 Br ; it crys- 
tallises in large yellowish tables (m. p, 62 — 63°), and reacts with 
paranitrophenol sodium in alcoholic solution to form ethylenediparani- 
trophenol. 

The corresponding ortho-compounds were prepared by the analogous 
reaction. The nitro-compound melts at 162 — 163°, and yields a crys- 
talline base (m. p. 127°) on reduction. The bromethylorthonitro- 
phenol is a crystalline body which melts at 38—40°, and re mains in 
the molten state for some time after cooling. 

Diethylic ethylemeealicylate, C 2 H 4 (Q.C6H 4 .COOEt) 3 , is formed by 
heating sodium ethyl salicylate with ethylene bromide at 120 — 130° . It 
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crystallises from alcoholic solution in thick plates (m. p. 96 — 97°). On 
saponification with alcoholic potash, it yields ethyl&nedisalicylic acid , 
CaH^O.CeHi.COOH^, which crystallises from a hot saturated aqueous 
solution in long silky needles (m. p. 151 — 152°). 

The author is engaged in completing and generalising his results, 
of which this is a preHminary communication. 0. F. C. 

Quinic Acid, Quinone and Allied Compounds. By 0. Hesse 
( Annalen , 200, 232 — 255). — Tetracetylquimde , C7H6A.C465, obtained 
by the action of acetic anhydride on quinic acid at 170°, is a vitreous 
amorphous mass insoluble in cold water. It is deposited from a solu- 
tion in boiling alcohol, in which it is sparingly soluble, in granular 
crystals (m. p. 124°). The compound melts in boiling water, under- 
going slight decomposition. When bromine acts on an aqueous solu- 
tion of quinic acid, protocatechuic and a brominated acid are formed. 
These acids are easily separated by the greater solubility of the pro- 
tocatechuic acid in hot water. The new acid crystallises in colourless 
needles and plates, which are insoluble in cold water, but dissolve 
freely in ether. Quinio acid dissolves in hot hydrochloric acid, and 
the solution when heated at 150° decomposes with formation of quinql 
and parahydroxy benzoic acid. Protocatechuic acid is produced when 
quinic acid is fused with potash or soda. 

Quinone can be readily purified by recrystallisation from ligroin or 
light petroleum, when it is obtained in beautiful yellow prisms. The 
author states, in contradiction to Sarauw (Ber., 12, 680) that this 
body is not converted into an acetyl-derivative by the action of acetic 
anhydride. 

He regards it as the aldehyde of the unknown quinonic acid, 
C 8 H 4 0 4 . 

Quinol melts at 168 — 169° (uncorr.), and begins to sublime at 158°. 
When a very narrow tube is used in the determination of the melting 
point, a portion of the quinol decomposes. 

Diacetylquinol prepared by Radkowski (N. Sandwort /. Ohem 2, 
560) by warming a mixture of acetic anhydride and quinol, crystal- 
lises in colourless plates (m. p. 121°), which are soluble in benzene, 
ether, chloroform, hot alcohol, and in boiling acetic acid. It is not 
acted odT by ferric chloride or by silver nitrate, but by the action of 
strong nitric acid it is converted into dinitrodicbcetylquinol^ 

C 6 H a (NO a ) a (AcO) a . 

This compound crystallises in yellow plates (m. p, 94°), which dissolve 
freely in chloroform, ether, and alcohol. The crystals are solnble in 
ammonia, soda, and milk of lime, forming yellow liquids. 

JXpropionylqmnol is obtained in colourless crystalline plates (m. p. 
113°) by heating a mixture of propionic anhydride and quinol at 15(r. 
It dissolves in chloroform, ether, and acetone. Mononitrodd^propionyU 
quinol , C S H S (N 0 2 ) (GjHeO^Ojj, prepared by treating the preceding com- 
pound with strong nitric acid, crystallises in pale-yellow plates (m. p. 
86°) solnble in chloroform, ether, alcohol, and hot water. With soda, 
it produces a blue coloration, and with ammonia a brown colour, 
changing to purple and blue. 
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QuinJiydrone , — When this compound is treated with acetic anhydride 
it splits up into equal molecules of quinone and diacetylquinol. This 
reaction confirms the accuracy of Graebe’s {Awn., 146, 36) formula, 
0 eB^( 0 H). 0 . 0 .( 0 H)C B H 4 , for qninhydrone. 

Phenoquinone may be prepared by adding a hot solution of phenol 
to quinone dissolved in boiling petroleum ether, and is deposited in 
red needle-shaped crystals when the mixture cools. Neither quin- 
hydrone nor quinol is formed, and no hydrogen is evolved in the 
reaction. 

GJliOt + 20^0 = CsHjC^CeHgO. According to Wichelhaus the 
following equation represents the formation of phenoquinone — - 

2C«H a 0 2 4- 2 C e HeO — O 18 H 14 O 4 4* CeHeC^. 

The author also disputes the correctness of the formula C 2 oH 18 0 0 , 
assigned by Wichelhaus ( Ber. , 12, 1500) to methylquinhy drone, since 
his analytical results and the reaction which takes place in preparing 
the compound, both indicate C 20 H 20 O 6 as the true composition of 
methylquinhydrone. W, 0. W. 

Action of Acetic Anhydride on Phenolic Aldehydes. By P. 
Barbier (Compt. rend., 90, 37 — 39). — When a mixture of two equiva- 
lents of acetic anhydride and one of salicaldehyde is heated at 180° 
for six hours, a triacetyl-derivative is formed, which on distillation 
splits up into acetosalicylal (b. p. 254 — 256°) and acetic anhydride. 
The triacetyl compound crystallises in white needles (m. p. 100°) ; it 
yields the diacetyl-derivative (m. p. 104 — 105°) on treatment with 
soda. Similar compounds have been prepared from parahydroxybenz- 
aldehyde, and from the liquid and solid hydroxytoluic aldehydes. The 
monaoetyl-derivaiives are colourless liquids boiling respectively at 260°, 
267°, and 275°. They all form crystalline compounds with sodium 
hydrogen sulphite. W. C. W. 

Synthesis of Saligenol. By W. H. Greene (Oompt. rencl., 90, 
40). — Saligenol is formed when a mixture of methylene chloride (30), 
phenol (30), soda (40), and water (50 grams), is heated at 100° for 
six hours. The crude product is acidified with hydrochloric acid and 
extracted with ether. The residue which is left on evaporating the 
ethereal solution is treated with hot water, which dissolves out the 
saligenol (saligenin), leaving the greater part of the phenol undis- 
solved. The aqueous solution is concentrated by evaporation and 
allowed to cool ; after removing any phenol which has separated out, 
the liquid is left in a bell-jar over sulphuric acid until crystals of 
saligenol are deposited. W. G. W. 

Phenoxyacetic Acid. By P. Fritzsche (J. pr . Ohem. [2], 20, 267— 
800). — The preparation of phenoxyacetic acid is described at length : 
sodium phenolate (10 pts.) is added to a hot concentrated solution 
of sodiuin chloracetate (12 pts.), and the whole heated with con- 
stant stirring for about an hour and a half ; the product is then 
dissolved in water, and hydrochloric acid added, which throws down 
the phenoxyacetic arid as an oil, which soon solidifies. The acid 
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crystallises in large needles, melting at 96°, and distilling with partial 
decomposition at 285°. Supersaturated aqueous solutions are easily 
prepared. 

The acid is scarcely attacked hy boiling solutions of potash ; it is 
not poisonous, and has marked antiseptic properties. Various salts are 
described. The potassium salt, CH 2 (OPh).COOK, crystallises in bril- 
liant scales, which may be heated to 300° without melting or decom- 
posing. The lime salt, 2[OH 2 (OPh) .C00] 2 Ca.7K 2 0, crystallises in 
long needles, moderately soluble in water, melting at 120°. The 
barium salt crystallises with 3 mols. of water. The salts of the heavy 
metals melt in hot water, and are therefore prepared with difficulty ; 
none are described in detail. 

Methyl and ethyl phenoxyacetate are readily prepared by heating a 
solution of the acid in methylic or ethylic alcohol, in a stream of 
hydrochloric acid ; the former is an oily liquid, of somewhat pleasant 
odour, boiling at 245°, and having a sp. gr. of 1*15 at 17*5°; it is inso- 
luble in water, and mixes in all proportions with alcohol, ether, and 
carbon bisulphide. The ethyl salt boils at 251°, and has a sp. gr. of 
1*104°. 

Phenoxyacetamid e, CH 2 (0Ph).C01^H2, is best prepared by mixing 
1 vol. of ethyl phenoxyacetate with 2 vols. of aqueous ammonia. After 
3 — 5 days, the amide crystallises ont in rhombic tables, melting at 
101*5°, insoluble in cold water, slightly soluble in hot water, and easily 
soluble in hot alcohol. By heating the amide with phosphoric anhy- 
dride, phenoxyacetnitrU, CH 2 (OPh).CN, distils over mixed with phenol. 
The nitrile is an oily, colonrless liquid, boiling abont 235 — 238°, and 
having a sp. gr. of 1*09 at 17*5°. Hydrogen sulphide acts on this 
nitril with production of phen oxyaceiothi ami de, OH 2 (OPh).CSMH 2 , 
which crystallises from alcohol in rhombic prisms, difficultly soluble in 
water and cold alcohol ; easily soluble in hot alcohol. 

Phmootyacdanilide, CH a (0Ph).C01srHPh, is produced by heating 
equivalent weights of phenoxyacetio acid and aniline at 150°, and 
crystallising the product from hot alcohol; it forms long needles 
(m. p. 99°), insoluble in cold water, but easily soluble in hot alcohol. 

Fuming nitric acid reacts readily with phenoxyacetio acid, but with- 
out the production of a substituted nitro- compound ; the main product 
of the action is dinitrophenol. 

(Mhoniirophemxyacetio arid, CHs(0.C fc B4.N0 2 ).C00H, may be pre- 
pared by heating together sodium orthonitrophenolate with excess of 
sodium monochloracetate, dissolving the fused mass in water, precipi- 
tating by addition of hydrochloric acid, and crystallising from hot water, 
after filtration through animal charcoal. The acid is with difficulty 
soluble in water, crystallising therefrom in regular octahedrons, which 
melt at 156*5°. 

The salts of orthonitrophenoxyacetic acid resemble those of phenoxy- 
acetic acid in crystalline form and solubility ; the salts of the alkaline 
earth metals of the nitro acid are somewhat more soluble, and those 
of the heavy metals less soluble than the corresponding salts of phe- 
noxyacetic acid. The sodium, barium, and copper salts of orthonitro- 
phenoxyacetic acid are described. 

Paranitrophenoxy acetic add may be prepared by the same method as 
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that used for preparing the ortho-acid, only substituting sodium para- 
nitrophenolate for the ortho-compound. This acid crystallises in 
microscopic forms, belonging either to the rhombic or to the mono- 
clinic system (m. p. 183°). The properties of the acid and its salts 
resemble those of the ortho-acid. 

By the action of reducing agents, paranitrophenoxyacetic acid 
appears to yield an amido-acid, easily decomposible by water ; whilst 
the ortho-acid yields an anhydride, CsELyNOa (m. p. 143 — 144°), analo- 
gous to oxindole, which is obtained by the action of reducing agents 
on the orthonitro-derivative of phenylacetic acid. 

The action of bromine- water on a hot aqueous solution of phenoxy- 
acetic acid appears to give rise to more than one isomeric compound. By 
dropping bromine into a solution of ethyl phenoxyacetato in carbon 
bisulphide, boiling the product with soda, decomposing with hydro- 
chloric acid, and crystallising from hot water, 

M<Mobrwnophemxyacetio acid, CH,(O.C 6 H 4 Br).COOH, is obtained in 
brilliant rhombic plates (m. p. 153 — 154°). This acid is scarcoly 
soluble m water, but is easily dissolved by alcohol. That the bromine 
is substituted in the phenyl group is shown by the fact that boiling 
with caustic alkali does not cause the bromine to be displaced by 
hydroxyl A few of the metallic salts and the ethyl salt of the acid 
are described. 

3STo phenoxybromacetio acid could be obtained by the direct action 
of bromine on phenoxyacetic acid, even in sealed tubes at 150°. 

M. M. P. M. 

Actionu of Fused Alkalis on Aromatic Sulphonie Acids. By 
P. Degener (J. pr. Chem. [2], 20, 300 — 320). — From tbe results of 
the action of fused potash and soda on phenolorthosnlphonic and ben- 
zenedisulphonic acids respectively, the author concludes that the 
exchange of SO a H for OH is brought about at a lower temperature, 
with a smaller quantity of alkali, and in shorter time by the use of 
potash than of soda; but if continued for a considerable time, the 
difference between the actions of the alkalis becomes less. In many 
reactions, the use of soda is preferable to that of potash, as the 
secondary reactions which frequently occur when the latter is used do 
not take place. The difference between the action of soda and potash 
is less marked in the replacement of S0 3 H by OH, than in reactions 
which involve a more complete molecular decomposition, e.g , the pro- 
duction of salicylic acid from phenol. M. M. P. M. 

Sulphanilic Acid. By C. Laar (/. pr. Ghem. [2], 20, 242—267). 
— Besides the ordinary rhombic crystals with 1 mol. of water, tho 
author describes a monoclinio form of sulphanilic acid, which crystal- 
lises from very dilute solutions with 2 mols. of water. 

The crystalline forms of many metallic salts of the acid are de- 
tailed. The sodium salt, CJB^(NHi) SOsNa ■+■ 23*0, crys tal lises 
from concentrated solutions in leaf-shaped crystals, and from dilute 
solutions in plates, both belonging to the rhombic system, 

OP . P . ooPoo . coPco , Pc 
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The potassium salt, with 1^H 2 0, forms rhombic prisms ; the ammonium 
salt also crystallises in rhombic prisms, with 1^ mols. of water. The 
barium salt* [CeH^NH^.SOsJJla + 3J-H 2 0; rhombic prisms, 

© 0 P 00 . ooP . P.oo ; 

the copper salt, [CflH A (N P H a ).SO 3 ] 20 n -f- 4H a O, does not give off water 
at 100 . The aniline salt, [ C 6 I^(NH a ) . S0 3 H] 2 . C 6 H 7 hT, crystallises in 
needles, and is dissociated on boiling with water. When the dry salt 
is heated to 150°, the aniline is removed, and the free acid remains. 
By the action of phosphorus pentachloride on sulphanilio acid, under 
dry benzene, small colourless crystals are obtained, soluble in ether 
and hot chloroform, and having the composition 

(NH.POCl 2 ).C 8 H4.SO a Cl. 

This chloride is decomposed by ethyl or methyl alcohol, with forma- 
tion of the ethyl or methyl salt of phospJianilidemlphonic acid , 

P0(0CttHa»+i)j.NH.CflH4.S0 3 CjfH2»+ l . 

Both salts are soluble in the ordinary solvents, with the exception of 
carbon bisulphide and petroleum ether. The p h osphanilidesvlphonic 
chloride , mentioned above, is better prepared by heating phosphorus 
pentachloride with potassium sulphanilate on the water-bath, dissolving 
in absolute alcohol, and precipitating with water. After purification, 
the chloride forms small leaf-shaped crystals (m. p. 102°). 

Ethyl phosphanilidesulphonate is decomposed by boiling water, with 
production of sulphanilio acid, alcohol, and ethyl phosphate. 

An oily diazo-compound, which has not yet been further examined, 
is produced by the action of nitrous acid on the same compound. 

The action of phosphorus pentachloride on dibromosulphanilic acid 
gives rise to a chloride which is decomposed by ethyl alcohol, in a 
manner not exactly analogous to that noticed in the case of the 
chloride of sulphanilic acid, inasmuch as the compound formed still 
contains the group SO a Cl, and has the formula 

PO(OEt) 9 .SH.OeH a Br a .S0 3 01* 

But along with this chloride, small quantities of the ethyl saU of 
dibromophosphanilidesulphonio acid , PO(OEt) a ,NH.CeH a Br 3 .SOJB!t) are 
produced. 

When potassium dimethylsulphanilate is heated with phosphorus 
pentachloride. and alcohol is added, the product consists simply of the 
ethyl salt of title original acid, i.e., of ethyl dimethylsulphanilate, 
NMesCeHi-SOaEti. This compound is easily soluble in benzene, chloro- 
form, and acetone, and moderately soluble in ether and carbon bisul- 
phide ; it crystallises in small brilliant scales, which melt at 85°. 

Barium dim ethyhulpha nilate, (NMe^CeHi.SOs^Ba, crystallises in 
needles with 3 mols. of water, OP . Poo . ooP, or in plates with 
11 mols., OP . P ; the latter form readily loses 8 mols. of water, and 
changes into the former. 

* The author believes this to he the first instance of an atomic compound contain- 
ing eight different elements. 
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Potassium sulphanilate is readily oxidised in "the cold by an aqueous 
solution ofc potassium permanganate to potassium azoyheny Idisulph on ate, 
SO 3 K.C 6 H 4 N l N.CcH 4 .SO { K + 2£H 2 0, a salt which is but slightly 
soluble in cold 'water, and seems to belong to the class of colouring 
matter known as tropaolins. 

Trimethylparamidobenzenesulphonic Acid. By P. Gribss 
(Ber. y 12, 2116— 2117).— The author proposes the name of u betaines” 
for a peculiar class of bases derived from the amido-acids of the ben- 
zoic acid and fatly acid series by replacement of three atoms of hydro- 
gen by methyl. Amido-acids which contain the SO s H group in place 
of carboxyl, also yield similar bodies, one of which may be obtained 
as follows : — Paramidobenzene-sulphonic acid is dissolved in a strong 
solution of potash, and after dilation with methyl alcohol, excess of 
methyl iodide is added. The alcohol is next removed by distillation, 
and the residue is mixed with a solution of iodine in hydriodic acid, by 
which means the base is obtained as a periodide in the form of gold- 
green tabular crystals. The periodide is decomposed by sulphuretted 
hydrogen, the solution neutralised with ammonia, and evaporated uptil 
it crystallises. The crystals thus obtained consist of brilliant, white, 
four-sided plates, which dissolve readily in v ater, but aie almost inso- 
luble in alcohol, and completely insoluble in ether. They have an 
extremely bitter taste and a neutral reaction. Trimethylparamido- 
benzenesulphonic acid has probably the constitution expressed by the 

formula It is a much weaker base than trimethyl- 

amidobenzoic acid, inasmuch as it does not form simple salts with 
acids; but it forms a well characterised aurochloride, and platino- 
chloride, (OoH 4 .NMe 3 .S 0 3 .HCl) 2 PtGl 4 + 8H 2 0. The latter crystallises 
in thin, yellowish-red, hexagonal plates, which are readily soluble. 
The new acid above described is decomposed when heated, and yields 
a heavy, oily base, together with much carbonaceous residue. 

G. T. A. 


Phenyl-lactimide. By E. Posen (Annalen, 200, 97— 99).— Araido- 
hydroeinnamic acid (Anvalen, 195, 143; this Journal, Abst., 1879, 
378) crystallises unchanged from dilate hydrochloric acid, but a 
hydrochloride, PhCJHj.NHa OOOH HOI, can he obtained by dissolving 
the amido acid in warm hydrochloric acid diluted with its own bulk 
of water, and pouring the solution into three times its volume of 
fuming hydrochloric acid. The new compound is deposited in glisten- 
ing prisms which dissolve freely in water. 

When amidohy drocinnami 0 acid is treated with a mixture of equal 
volumes of water and sulphuric add at 60 — 70°, it is converted into 


d$TH 

phenyladimide , PhCHj.0H<^ | , 

N CO 



00. This substance 


crystallises in silky needles (m. p. 146°), soluble in alcohol, ether, 
carbon bisulphide, and hot water. Attempts to prepare metallic 
amidohydrocinnamates were unsuccessful. W. 0. W. 
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Constitution of Anthraquinone. By H. v. Peckmann ( Ber 12, 
2124 — 2128). — Following a method similar to that adopted by Graebe 
in determining the constitution of naphthalene (Annalen^ 149, 20), 
the author shows that in anthraquinone the pair of carbon-atoms is 
combined with both of the benzene-groups in the ortho-position. Since 
the oxyanthraquinones which contain hydroxyl in one benzene-nucleus 
yield on oxidation phthalic acid, it follows than in this reaction the 
nucleus containing hydroxyl in place of hydrogen is destroyed, and 
that the other must contain the carbon pair in the ortho-position. For 
the ortho-position of the carbon pair in the other benzene group, a 
proof was found by preparing an oxyanthraquinone which had under- 
gone substitution m the benzene nucleus containing the two carbon- 
atoms in the ortho-position, and obtaining from it by oxidation phtha- 
lic add, -whilst still retaining the other benzene group. Orthobromo- 
phthalic acid was first prepared and then converted by the action of 
benzene and aluminium chloride into orthobromobenzoylbenzoic acid. 
This acid contains bromine in place of hydrogen in the benzene-group 
with which both the CO-groups are combined in the ortho-position. 
The orthobromobenzoylbenzoic acid, when acted on by concentrated 
sulphuric acid, yielded an orthobromanthraquinone, from which 
phthalic acid was obtained by the action of nitric acid. 

This orthobromanthraqninone by the action of potash is converted 
into an oxyanthraquinone, having the same properties, except the 
melting point (190°), as the erythroxyanthraquinone of Baeyer and 
Caro (Ber., 7, 968). The two bodies were also found to give almost 
identical results when examined by the spectroscope. 

Since Liebermann obtained erythroxyanthraquinone (m. p. 190°) by 
reduction of quinizarin, the hydroxyl must occupy the ortho-position 
with respect to the ketone-group, and therefore the bromine-atom must 
occupy tiie same position in the bromanthraquinone above described. 

G. T. A. 

Action of Haloid Aoids on Isoprene. Formation of Caout- 
chouc. By G. Bouohardat (Gompt rend., 89, 1117 — 1120).— Iso- 
prene, obtained by the dry distillation of caoutchouc, combines with 
hydrochloric acid gas to form the chloride C fi H 9 Cl (b. p. 86 — 91°, 
sp. gr, 0*868 at 16°), which is converted by the action of moist silver 
oxide into an alcohol boiling between 120° and 130°. The chloride 
absorbs bromine vapour, forming the compound CaHgClBr*, which de- 
composes on distillation. When isoprene is treated with concentrated 
hydrochloric acid, a mixture of mono- and di-chlorides is formed, 
together with a solid compound, which appears to be identical with 
caoutchouc. The dichloride, CaHsCJ*, boils between 345° and 153°, 
and has a sp. gr. of 1*065 at 16°. A saturated solution of hydro- 
bromic acid has a similar action on isoprene; the mCmobromide, 
OaHgBr, boils at 104 — 105° (sp. gr. 1*175 at 15°), and combines with 
2 atoms of bromine. The dibromide, C 5 H 8 Brs, boils at 175 — 180°, and 
is heavier than water (sp. gr. 1*601 at 15°). When treated with potash, 
it loses half its bromine, and gives rise to a liquid which boils at 110°. 
The action of hydriodic acid on isoprene appears to be analogous to 
that of hydrochloric acid, but the products of the reaction were not 
obtained in a state of purity. W. 0. W. 
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Relations of the Camphenes obtained from Bomeol and 
from Camphor. By J. Kachler and F. V. Spitzer (Annalen, 200, 
340 — 360). — The authors having independently prepared hydrocarbons, 
CioHie, the one from borneol chloride, Ci 0 H 17 Cl, the other from cam- 
phor dichloride, Ci 0 H 16 C1 2 ( Annalen , 197, 86 and 126 resp ), have 
jointly investigated the question of their probable identity. The pre- 
paration of the former, by decomposing the chloride with warm water, 
has been several times repeated with uniformly the same result ; the 
pure camphene melts at 51—52°, and boils at 160— 161° ; these points 
are unaffected by recrystallisation. From the higher fractions, a small 
quantity of borneol was isolated ; this is formed simultaneously with 
the camphene. The hydrochloride of the camphene was prepared by 
passing hydrochloric acid gas into its solution in anhydrous ether ; it 
melts at 156 — 157°; a column of 201*7 mm. of its solution in ethyl 
acetate (1 gram-molecule in 1,000 c.c.) caused a left-handed rotation 
of 6*1°. It is decomposed by warm water, with formation of the 
original camphene, and a small quantity of borneol. Its properties 
generally are those of borneol chloride. The hydrochloride of the 
second camphene was prepared in a similar manner; the product, 
however, was in the first instance impure, the chlorine being 1 — 3 per 
cent, below the theoretical, and this was not altered by prolonged con- 
tact with hydrochloric acid gas ; by recrystallisation from alcohol and 
subsequent exposure in ethereal solution to the gas, a hydrochloride 
was obtained with the theoretical percentage of chlorine, melting at 
158°, and yielding, on decomposition with water, a camphene melting 
at 51*2° and boiling at 161°. A column of 100*3 mm. of the molten 
camphene causes a right-handed rotation of only 2*4°, whereas that 
prepared directly from camphor dichloride gives, under similar circum- 
stances, a rotation of 50°. 

The results may be summed up as follows : — The camphene, of 
melting point 51 — 52°, obtained from borneol chloride by decomposi- 
tion with water and fractionation of the product, is the pure hydro- 
carbon, CioH 16j and yields directly, with hydrochloric acid, the pure 
hydrochloride, CioHiaHCl ; that obtained by the action of sodium on 
camphor dichloride is in the first instance mixed with a hydrocarbon 
which does not combine with hydrochloric acid ; the hydrochloride 
may be obtained pure by crystallisation, <fcc., and then yields on de- 
composition a camphene melting at 51 — 52°, which combines directly 
with hydrochloric acid to form a pure product identical with the first- 
named hydrochloride. It is therefore concluded that the camphenes 
in question are identical. 

The next point investigated was the constitutional relationship of 
camphene hydrochloride to borneol. The hydrochloride was heated 
with silver acetate and glacial acetic acid in a sealed tube at 70° ; an 
acetate was obtained identical with that prepared by Banbigny (Zeits. 
Oher/u , 1866, 408) and by Montgolfier (Am. CJiim . Phys. [5], 14, 5). On 
heating this with solid soda at 120 — 150°, a sublimate of pure borneol 
was obtained ; the residue, on distillation with sulphuric acid, yielded 
acetic acid. It appears, therefore, that camphene hydrochloride is 
bomeol chloride. 

The formation of borneol in small quantity, which attends that of 
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camphene in the decomposition of borneol chloride by water, maybe re- 
ferred either to double decomposition between the constituents of the 
two latter causing the replacement of Cl by (OH), or to a hydration 
of camphene under the influence of the hydrochloric acid simulta- 
neously formed Qualitative experiments showed that camphene does, 
in effect, yield borneol on heating with dilute acids, and the authors, 
therefore, adopt the latter explanation. 

The identity of the camphenes was borne out by the investigation 
of the products which they yield on oxidation with chromic acid. 
These were in both cases chiefly camphor, and in addition small quan- 
tities of camphoric and camphoronic acids, together with acetic and 
carbonic acids. 

In conclusion, the authors observe with reference to the constitution 
of camphene, that it is an unsaturated hydrocarbon containing the 
atomic group peculiar to the camphor-group ; yielding, by addition of 
oxygen, camphor, by addition of chlorine, camphor dichloride. (They 
anticipate soon being able to furnish direct proof of the latter point.) 
From the manner in which camphene is converted into camphor, it is 
probable that the oxygen of the latter is not present in the form of a 
CO-group, but rather that it is united by a single affinity to two 
carbon-atoms. The reactions of camphor are most completely to be 
expressed by a modified form of the formulas proposed by Y. Meyer 
and by Armstrong {Ber., 3, 121, and 11, 1698 resp.), which the 
authors intend shortly to publish. C. F. C. 

Palmellin and Characin Extracted from Algae by Water. 
By T. L. Phipson (Oompk rend., 89, 1078 — 1079).— Xan thophy 11 (the 
yellow colouring matter of leaves in autumn), chlorophyll, and palmel- 
lin, may be respectively extracted from PcdmeUa cruenta by successive 
treatment with carbon bisulphide, alcohol, and water. The prepara- 
tion of characin has already been described (this volume, 53). 

w. c. w. 

Coto-barks and their Characteristic Ingredients. By J. 
Jobst and 0. Hebbe (Annalen, 199,17 — 96). — Two kinds of coto-bark 
are found in the market, both of which are exported from Bolivia : 
the one which was first examined comes from the interior of Bolivia, 
and from its resemblance to the true cinchona barks was called “ Cin- 
chona Goto.” According to Wittstein, however, it would appear to be 
derived from some plant belonging to the orders Lauraeeos or Tereben- 
thinacem, rather than to the Rubiacese. The powder or tincture is 
used in cases of diarrhoea and colic, also for neuralgia, rheumatism, 
and gout. Another variety of coto-bark, said to come from the shores 
of the Mapiri, closely resembles the other in appearance, bat its phy- 
siological action is considerably weaker. It is called by the authors 
“ Paracoto-bark,” and differs greatly from the true coto-bark in its 
chemical nature, for although piperonylic acid is found in both (this 
Journal, Abstr., 1878, 733) the cotoin and dicotoin contained in the 
true coto-bark are absent in paracoto-bark, being replaced by paracotoin, 
hydrocotone, dibenzoylhydrocotone, leucotin, and oxyleueotin. As the 
two barks very closely resemble one another in appearance, and are 
sold under the common appellation of “ coto-bark,” the crystallised 
vol. xxxviii. 2 a 
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cotoin of commerce manufactured from them necessarily varies greatly 
in its physiological effects, according as it is prepared from the true or 
false coto-bark or mixtures of the two. 

Ootom . — The method of preparing this compound, which is only 
contained in true coto-bark, has already been described (this Journal, 
1877, i, 480). Its melting point is 130°, and its solutions havo no 
action on polarised light. The results of the analyses of the substance 
itself, and of the lead compound, correspond very closely with the 
formula CUEr^Os. The action of bromine in chloroform solution 
gives rise to tribromocotoiti , C 3 2H 1 ,Br 3 0 6 ; this crystallises in yellow 
prisms (m. p. 114°), almost insoluble in cold water, but easily soluble 
in alcohol Triacehjlcotom , 0 mH 16 Ac 30 6 , is formed by the action of 
acetic anhydride on cotom at 170° : it forms large prisms (m. p. 94°) 
easily soluble in chloroform, in ether, and in hot alcohol. Benzoic 
acid is formed when cotoin is heated with concentrated hydrochloric 
acid at 140°, also when it is fused with potash. 

Dicotoin , C^On. — When the crude cotoin is treated with boiling 
water, at first nothing but cotoin crystallises out from the cooled solu- 
tion, but when the insoluble residue is treated agaiu and again with 
the mother-liquors, large plates make their appearance : these may bo 
to a great extent separated from the cotoin by means of a sieve which 
retains the plates. When pure, it melts under boiling water, and is but 
sparingly soluble in it ; by boiling with water, however, it appears to 
be converted into cotoin. Dicotom crystallises in lustrous, almost 
colourless plates (m. p. 74—77°), easily soluble in alcohol, ether, and 
chloroform. 


Parawtom , Ci 9 H 13 0 6 . — This compound, which melts at 152°, has 
already been described (this Journal, 1877, ii, 201). When bromine 
is gradually^ added to a chloroform solution of paracotoin, it is at first 
absorbed, with evolution of hydrobromic acid, but on continuing the 
addition of bromine, a scarlet crystalline precipitate is formed, which, 
on being dried between filter paper becomes yellow, whilst hydrobromic 
acid continues to be given off. The analyses agree with the formula, 
C3bHaiBr 3 0 13j but it is probably a brominated derivative of paracotoin 
as when gently heated with potash-solution, it yields the characteristic’ 
odour of paracoumarhydrin, a substance produced on decomposing 
paracotoin itself with potash (i Joe . tit.). Pamcotoic acid, as alreadv 
noticed, is produced by the action of baryta- water on paracotoin but 
may be more conveniently prepared by means of potash. The solution 
is first treated with ether to remove paracoumarhydrin, and the crude 
paracotoic acid may then be precipitated with hydrochloric acid 
When pure, it melts at 108°; its barium, calcium, lead, and silver salts 
are yellow amorphous precipitates. 

Lewcotin, CjiH B Oio (bo. tit .). — When leucotin is treated with, bro- 
mme in chlorofrotm solution at the ordinary temperature, it yields 
Mrmoleucahn, CwHsoBrjOu, crystallising in small white prisms 
, 187 )’ very sparingly soluble even in boiling alcoholf more 
soluble m ether or chloroform. When gently heated with excess of 
brmime in acetic acid solution for a long time, it is converted into 
ietrafocmoleucoti n, CsiH*BrAo (m. p. 157°). “ *° 

Ootogmin, CUIuO*.— When leneotin is fused with potash, it gives 
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off hydrogen, and the product contains benzoic acid, and small quan- 
tities of formic and protocatechuic acids, protocateclmic aldehyde and 
cotogenin. In order to extract the latter, the solution of the fused 
mass is acidified with hydrochloric acid and treated with ether : the 
ethereal solution is then agitated with soda to remove the acids, and 
evaporated. The protocatechuic aldehyde and the cotogenin in the 
crystalline residue are separated by means of alcohol, in which the 
last-named substance is but sparingly soluble. After being purified 
by crystallisation from boiling acetic acid, cotogenin melts at 210°, 
but at the same time turns brown and decomposes ; at a higher tem- 
perature, pyrocatechol distils over. When fused with potash, it is 
entirely decomposed into protocatechuic acid, whilst hvdrogen is given 
off in abundance. Attempts to prepare a bromine-derivative of coto- 
genin were unsuccessful. 

Hydrocotone , Ci8H M 0 6 . — When the fusion of the leucotin with potash 
takes place in a retort, an oil distils over which solidifies on standing. 
The hydrocotone thus obtained may be easily purified by distillation or 
by crystallisation from alcohol, in which it is readily soluble, as well as 
in ether and in chloroform : it is but sparingly soluble in boiling water, 
and almost insoluble in potash solution. It forms colourless prisms 
(m. p. 48 — 4*9° ; b. p. 243°). When gently heated with nitric acid, it 
is converted into dinitrocotone , CiaHaoC^TOa^Ofl. This compound crys- 
tallises in plates which explode when strongly heated. It dissolves in 
water, alcohol, and concentrated nitric or hydrochloric acid with 
magnificent blue colour. The author considers hydrocotone to lie a 
substance of the nature of a quinol, whilst dinitrocotone is probably a 
dimtro-derivative of the corresponding quinone. The formation of 
hydrocotone and cotogenin from leucotin mav be represented by the 
equation 4 5H s O = CigH^O* 4* O^HuOs 4* 2CJEF a 0 3 , whilst 

the benzoic acid is produced thus : C&HsaOio 4 4H 2 0 = CisH^Oe 4 
2C 7 H 6 0 2 4 2CH 3 0*. 

Oxylevc&tin , O^H^Oia (loc. cii .). — Protocatechuic acid is found 
amongst the products of the action of concentrated hydrochloric acid 
on oxyleueotin at 140°. Dibromoxylencotin , C^HsoBrsO^, and tetra- 
bromoxyleucotin , are colourless crystalline substances 

melting at 190° and 159° respectively : they may be obtained by a 
process similar to that described for the corresponding leucotin deri- 
vatives. When oxyleueotin is fused with potash, it yields the same 
products as leucotin. 

Dibenzoylhydrocotone, C^H^Os, is contained in the crude leucotin, 
and is left undissolved on treating it with a small quantity of acetic 
acid. When purified by crystallisation from hot acetic acid, it forms 
colourless prisms (m. p. 113°) easily soluble in chloroform, ether, or 
boiling alcohol. When fused with potash, it is in great part resolved 
into hydrocotone and benzoic acid, but some cotogenin is produced at 
the same time. DforomodibenzoyTkydrocotone, Q^HaoBrsOa, formed on 
adding bromine to an acetic acid solution of dibenzoylhydrocotone, 
crystallises in colourless prisms (m. p. 147°), and is converted into 
tetrabromodibenzoylhydrocotom , C^HwBnOe (m. p. 84°), by treating it 
with excesB of bromine in chloroform solution. 

Hydrocotom , CwHuO* (loc. e?£), yields two bromine derivatives, of 

2 a 2 
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winch, mmobromhjdrocotoin , CibH^BtOi, crystallises in pale yellow 
needles and very short monoclinic prisms (m. p. 147°), whilst dibrom- 
hydrocotoin, C 1 B H w Br 2 04 , forms sulphur-yellow six-sided prisms (m. p. 
05°). Acetylkydrocotoin, CibH 13 Ac 0 4 , obtained by the action of acetic 
anhydride on hydrocot 0 ‘in at 150°, forms colourless crystals (m. p. 
83°), which yield a crystalline monobrominated derivative (m. p. 166°). 
When heated with potash, hydrocotoin yields hydrocotone and benzoic 
acid. 

An account of the piperonylic acid existing in paraeoto-bark and of 
the various derivatives obtained from it, has already appeared (this 
Journal, Abstr., 1878, 733). 

The ethereal oil obtained by distilling paracoto-bark with water 
appears to differ somewhat from that existing in true coto-bark. By 
fractional distillation, it was separated into five portions, two of which, 
named a- and /3-paraeotene, are hydrocarbons boiling at 160° and 170° 
respectively : the analyses and the fact that they do not absorb hydro- 
chloric acid, show that they are not terpenes. The other three por- 
tions, a-, and 7 -paracotol are oxygenated oils boiling at 220°, 236°, 
and 240° respectively. Pull details of the physical properties and 
action of reagents on these five compounds are given in the paper. 

In conclusion, the authors state that the various constituents of the 
coto-barks may be arranged in three groups. 

The first, or hydrocotone group, includes hydrocotone, which is a 
liexbydric alcohol, dibenzoylhydrocotone, lencotin and oxyleucotin; 
the three last-named yield cotogenin and hydrocotone when fused with 
potash. 

The second, or cotoin group, includes cotom, dicotoin, and hydro- 
cotoin, which are distinguished by giving a dark brown-red coloration 
with ferric chloride in alcoholic solution. 

The third, or paracotoin gronp, contains but two members, para- 
cotoin and paracotoic acid. Both these compounds give a deep 
yellow or brown-yellow coloration with concentrated nitric acid. 

Besides these compounds, piperonylic acid, which had been already 
prepared by synthesis, exists ready formed in the bark, and also 
various oily bodies volatile in the vapour of water. 0. E. GK 

Cinchona-barks. By O. Hesse (Arnalen, 200, 302—310).— 
This is a continuation of previous researches ( Annalen , 185, 290) 
into the characteristics and identity of the bark of a variety of 
cinchona, the cusco-bark. A comparative analysis of a specimen of 
the Quinquina jaitne de Cusco of Delondre and Bouchardt (obtained 
from 0 . pelletierana ), which the author found to contain 0*37 por cent. 
cuBConine, 0*24 aricine, no traces of quinine, and 0*50 of an amorphous 
alkaloid (in all 1*11 per cent, alkaloids), showed the close mutual 
resemblance of these varieties. The amorphous alkaloid present 
in the latter appears to be identical with the cusconidine previously 
isolated by the author from the cusco-bark ( Ber 10, 2162). It is 
soluble in acetic acid, and is precipitated from the concentrated solu- 
tion on the addition of nitric acid, as nitrate, in the form of brownish 
drops. 

hrom a cusco-bark, presented some time since by J. E. Howard 
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to the Pharmaceutical Society, and obtained according to Holmes 
from C . pelletierana , the author has isolated two new alkaloid*, 
which he terms cuscamine and cuscamidine. A determination 
of the quantities of alkaloids present gave the following numbers : 
0*21 per cent, aricine, 0*35 per cent, cusconidine, and O’ 78 per cent, ot’ 
a mixture of the new alkaloids. These were separated as nitrates, by 
adding nitric acid in small quantity to their solution in dilute acetic 
acid. They are separated from one another by taking advantage of 
the difference of solubility of the oxalates, cuscamine oxalate being 
comparatively insoluble in water. Cuscamine is readily isolated from 
the oxalate, and after recrystallising from alcohol is obtained in colour- 
less prisms (m. p. 218°). These are dissolved by sulphuric acid to a 
yellowish solution, which changes to brown on warming ; if molybdic 
acid be also present, a bluish-green colour is developed, changing to 
brown on warming, this again becoming violet-brown on cooling. The 
crystals are dissolved by concentrated nitric acid to a yellow solution, 
which does not alter on standing. The characteristics of several of the 
compounds of this alkaloid are described. 

Hydrochloride , gelatinous and transparent, easily soluble in water. 

Aurochloride , a yellow amorphous precipitate. 

Platinochloride, yellow and uocculent, difficultly soluble in water. 

Hydrobromide crystallises in large colourless plates. 

Hydriodide crystallises from hot aqueous solution in microscopic 
needles. 

Nitrate crystallises in needles which are almost insoluble in water. 

Sulphate crystallises in needles, the hydrogen sulphate in prisms. 

Oxalate crystallises in white needles, which are freely soluble in hot 
water, only slightly in cold. 

The second alkaloid, cuscamidine, closely resembles cuscamine in 
its properties, the only important difference between them being that 
the former is precipitated by nitric acid from dilute, cuscamidine only 
from its concentrated solution. 

The species of cinchona, (7. pelletierana , from which the above alka- 
loids are obtained, has the additional characteristic of yielding neither 
quinine, cinchonine, quinamine, nor paricine, and is therefore to be 
regarded as extraordinary. The author suggests that in the classifi- 
cation of the cinchona group, regard should be paid to chemical as 
well as morphological characteristics. C. F. C. 


Physiological Chemistry. 


Nutritive Value of Grass at Various Stages of Growth. By 
E. v. Wolff and Others (Bied* Centr., 1879, 736 — 744). — The grass 
was cut three times in the early summer, iu the years 1874 and 1877 ; 
the first cutting took place about the middle of May, the second at the 
beginning and the third at the end of June. The second cutting 
appeared to give the best results in the case of the animals experi- 
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merited upon, namely, sheep and horses ; and as a rule it was found 
that more nitrogenous matter wets excreted by the latter than by the 
former. J. K. C. 

Nutritive Value of Asparagine. By H. Weiske and Others 
(Bied. Omtr 1879, 744 — 748). — Asparagine when given in conjunc- 
tion with glue, was found to support life in the case of rabbits and 
sheep, the latter digesting about twelve per cent, of the nitrogen. 

J. K. 0. 

Digestive Power of Geese for Fibrin. By H. Weiske (LaAvdw. 
Versuchs.-Stut , 24,211 — 213). — Geese, according to the author’s former 
researches, are not able to digest the fibrin of dandelion or horsetail. 
In order to confirm this result, analyses were made of the fibrin of 
the food and of the faeces, showing the composition to have remained 
unaltered. J. K. C. 

Ptyaiin and Diastase. By T. Defbesne ( Compt . r&ud., 89, 1070). 
— Ptyaiin converts starch into sugar in presence of impure gastric 
juice, as rapidly as it does in the mouth. Its action is, however, sus- 
pended by pure gastric juice, but on passing into the duodenum the 
ptyaiin again becomes active. Diastase on the other hand is com- 
pletely deprived of its power of converting starch into sugar, by hydro- 
chloric add, or by pure gastric juice. W. 0. W. 

Carbonic Anhydride from Muscle. By R. Stinging (Pflug&r's 
Archw . /. Phys., 20, 189 — 200). — Muscle of rabbits was employed. 
Every precaution was taken in the experiments, which were conducted 
by passing either air or nitrogen through boiling water containing 
the muscle. When air was employed 18*3 per cent., by volume, of 
carbonic anhydride was obtained as the mean of several experiments, 
and 15*8 per cent, when nitrogen was used. Mean of all experiments 
= 17 2. M. M. P. M. 

Milk-secretion and the Amount of Fat in Milk. By W. 
El E ibCHM ann and P. Vieth ( Landw.-Versuchs . StaL, 24, 81 — 97). — 
The absence of an extended series of such observations upon a largo 
number of cattle induced the authors to avail themselves of an oppor- 
tunity of making and recording certain investigations upon the herd 
of Count von Scliieffen, consisting of 119 cows. They observed and 
registered the daily yield of milk, the percentage of fat, the specific 
gravity, and the difference between the morning and evening milkings, 
with which they combined the results of a change of fodder and general 
treatment. Their observations extended over a whole year, and should 
be of value to students in this branch of chemistry. 

The herd was of the dnn-red Mecklenburg breed; their average 
weight during the stall-feeding season being 453 5 kilos. Taking into 
account their dry period, a mean of 55 days per year for each cow, the 
milk production of the whole herd was 2582*34 kilos, each, or ignoring 
their dry time, the whole nnmber, year in year out, averaged 2191*73 
kilos, each animal, equal to 5*69 times its own living weight. 

The winter stall-feeding lasted from the commencement of the 
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observations (1st January, 1878) until 15th May; pasturage upon the 
town commons, not very good land, commenced on 16th May and con- 
tinned to 17th July, when the cattle were pat upon stabble and after- 
grass ; on 15th October they were again housed, and were stall-fed 
until the authors ceased their record. Their daily food from 1 st January 
to 5th March consisted of 12 kilos, of chopped fodder, viz., one-fifth 
clover hay, one-fifth meadow hay, three-fifths oat and barley straw ; 
together with 0*875 kilo, long oaten straw, 1 kilo, wheat bran, 1 kilo, 
cocoa cake. The same rations were continued to 15th May, with the 
single addition of 0*375 of fieshmeal; from 15th October to 31st 
December the rations consisted of 4*165 clover hay, 1*75 meadow hay, 
5*985 oaten straw, all long, f kilo, cocoanut cake, £ kilo, rye meal ; 
the hay was of good quality, the straw had been hand threshed, and of 
course contained some grains of com. 

The herd had an epidemic of cow-pox from the middle of September 
until the beginning of November, every cow being more or less affected. 
During its prevalence, the milk fell off very considerably, those cows 
which were only slightly affected by the disease did not show any 
marked departure from the normal butter or cheese produce, but the 
skim milk and cheese made during this time suffered from not ripen- 
ing. The milkings took place with great regularity at 5 o’clock 
morning and evening, and it was the custom of the dairy to exactly 
weigh the milk ; the samples of 60 to 80 c.c. were carefully drawn 
from the dairy receptacles containing about 100 kilos, of well 
mixed milk, the general determinations were only made weekly, 
double experiments being generally made. Particular search was 
made for the brownish substance first extracted from milk by ether, 
by Mannetti and Musso ( Zeitacbr . AnaZ . Gliem., 16, 397). 

The snbjoined table shows the influence of the fodder and changes 
of location ; the average of the evening shows a higher sp. gr. and 
fat than the morning milk, which, however, is larger in quantity, 
except during the third period, when the days were longest ; the pro- 
portion of fats in the evening yield oscillated within wider limits 
than in the morning ; from March to July the morning milk was 
richer in fats than in the evening, being the period of the greatest 
activity of the lacteal glands, which fell partly in the fieshmeal and 
partly in the grazing periods. Search was made for the brown sub- 
stance in every determination ; it was, however, found only five times 
in the morning and eight times in the evening ; from other experiments 
the authors believe it to exist in considerable quantities in buttermilk 
to as large a proportion as 2*053 of the total weight. 

The experiments were to be continued in 1879, and a report is pro- 
mised. 
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Periods. 

Specific gravity. 

Percentage of fat. 

Remarks. 

Morning. 

Evening. 

jMorning 

Evening. 

Dec. 80, 1877, to 
Max. 5, 1878 
Mar. 6 to May 15 
May 16 to July 16 
July 17 to Oct. 14 

Oot. 15 to Dec. 31 

1 -0311 

1 *0311 
1-0319 

1 *0319 

1-0318 

1 -0314 

1 *0316 
1*0318 
1*0321 

1-0321 

3-887 

3 373 
3-314 
3-341 

3-460 

3*4S9 

3*365 

3*145 

3*450 

3*627 

Ordinary stall-feeding. 

Addition of fleshmeal. 
Pasturage on commons. 
Pasturage on clover after- 
grass. 

Stall-feeding. 

Day’s average. . 

1 -03X7 

3*395 


Periods. 

1 

Milk per cow. 

Fat per cow. 

Remarks. 

Morning. 

Evening. 

Morning. 

Evening 

Dec. 80, 1877, to 

Kilos. 

3-543 

Kilos. 

8-804 

Kilos. 

0-120 

Kilos. 

0-115 

Ordinary stall-feeding. 

Mar. 5, 1878 
Mar. 6 to May 15 
May 16 to July 16 

4*013 

3*854 

0-136 

0-129 

Addition of fleshmeal. 

4-285 

4*393 

0*143 

0*188 

Pasturage on commons. 

July 17 to Oct. 14 

3*357 

3-268 

0*112 

0-112 

PaBturage on clover after- 

Oct. 15 to Dec. 31 

2*648 

2*469 

0-092 

0*090 

grass. 

Stall-feeding. 

Day’s average. . 

7-091 




J. F. 


Abnormal Composition of Human Milk. By C. Marchand 
(Bied. Oentr., 1872, 769 — 770). — According to the author, the usual 
composition of human milk is as follows : — butter, 36*8 : lactose, 71*1 ; 
protein, 17 ; salts, 2*04, and water 873 parts per thousand ; when the 
amount of butter rises to above 52 parts, the milk is injurious to the 
child. The quantity of protein, which is much less than in cow’s milk, 
cannot be exceeded without ill effects. J. K. C. 

Occurrence of a Reducing Substance in the Urine of 
Herbivorous Animals. By B. Dehmel (Landw. VersucTis.-Stat., 24, 
44 — 48). — These experiments were undertaken in consequence of the 
isolation, by Hofmeister, and afterwards by Kaltenbach, of a re- 
ducing substance in the urine of recently confined women suffering 
from milk-fever, this substance after several recrystallisations giving 
the reactions of milk-sugar. It was therefore thought desirable to 
ascertain if a stoppage of milk caused the same effect in animals. A 
goat which produced daily 5 litres was left unmilked for some days 
until a decided suppression of milk was obtained; the urine col- 
lected at intervals of 14 — 24 hours, each day’s collection being sub- 
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mitted to examination with the result of finding an amount of the 
substance, which calculated as milk-sugar gave in proportion per 1,000 
parts : — first day’s sample, 0*492 ; the second day’s, 0*401 ; the third, 
0*231. The substance, after drying over sulphuric acid, appeared as a 
glassy yellowish mass without any trace of crystalline structure. Sub- 
jected to dialysis the reducing body passed freely into the dialysate, 
and on again evaporating this liquid, the same vitreous amorphous 
substance was reproduced. In order to compare the results with the 
kidney secretions of a non-milk-producing animal, the urine of an 
ordinary wether sheep was collected and treated in the same way, 
with the result of obtaining on the first day a proportion per 1,000 of 
0*137 ; at the end of the second 0*124 of the substance reckoned as 
milk-sugar. 

The quantity found in the urine of the goat in this case was trifling, 
and does not come near the amount obtained by Hofmeister from the 
woman’s urine ; the amount found in the milk-producing animal at the 
beginning of the experiment was, however, abont four times that 
found in the male animal, bnt at the end of the third day it was 
not double. 

The author is not certain that the substance is milk-sugar; he only 
considers it proved that it is a strongly reducing dextrorotatory sub- 
stance. J. E. 

Analysis of Concretions taken from an Abscess on the 
Jawbone of a Horse. By G. Thoms (Landw. V&rsuchs.-Stat 
24, 49). — The concretions were of irregular form, of a whitish colour, 
with a red-brown shade of blood corpuscles ; in one instance they had 
formed round a particle of straw, so that the author concludes that 
the abscess and concretions were caused by a wound sustained by tbe 
animal in taking its food. The principal constituent was calcium 
carbonate. J. E. 

Action of Dehydrating Agents on the Crystalline Lens of 
the Eye. By E. Heubel ( Pfluyer's Arch.f. PJiys., 20, 114 — 188). — 
The general result arrived at by tbe author is that cataract may be 
artificially produced in frogs, and also in warm-blooded animals, by 
the introduction into the eye of substances which act as dehydrating 
agents, and that the action of these bodies is physical, depending as it 
does on a process of osmose between the saline liquid in the aqueous 
humour and vitreous body, and the water in the lens, whereby the 
amount of the latter is reduced, whilst simultaneously a small quantity 
of the salt injected finds its way into the lens. The action is confined 
to the eye itself, and is not, as supposed by Guttm&nn, an action on 
the general organism. A list is given of a large number of potassium 
and sodium salts, &c., which cause cataract if injected into the eye of 
the frog or rabbit. Many sodium salts produce cataract when injected 
under the skin, while other salts do not act in this way under the same 
conditions. The author explains this by the facts that sodium salts are 
not readily expelled from the blood, because tbeir rate of diffusion is 
comparatively low, and that their dehydrating action is not rapid ; 
these salts therefore eventually find their way to the eye in a state in 
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which they are still capable of withdrawing water from the lens. 
Very many physiological details are given in the original, and the 
results of other workers are discussed at length. The author thinks 
that cataract in the human subject is caused by the presence in the 
aqueous humour and vitreous body of an excess of mineral matter 
which reacts on the lens and diminishes the amount of water therein. 

M. M. P. M. 


Chemistry of Vegetable Physiology and Agriculture. 


The Butyric Ferment (Bacillus Amylobacter) in the Car- 
boniferous Period. By P. v. Tieghem {Gompt. rend., 89, 1102 — 
1104). — Bacillus amylobacter is soon developed when fragments of the 
young roots of cypress or yew are immersed in water. It attacks the 
tissues and cellular membranes of the roots, dissolving the cellulose 
which undergoes butyric fermentation, and finally leaving nothing 
but the cuticle and the vessels. The different stages of development 
of the bacillus may be traced in the interior of the destroyed organ, 
from the slender threads in a state of active division to the free spores 
floating in the liquid whioh fills the space once occupied by the cells. 

A microscopical examination of the numerous rootlets of coniferse, 
found in the fossil state in the coal measures of St. Etienne, exhibits 
visible traces of the ravages committed by the Bacillus amylobacter . 

W. C. W. 

Formation of Vinegar by Bacteria. By E. Wtjrm ( Ditujl . 
polyt. 235, 225). — The author has investigated this matter, and 
his results prove, without doubt, that an active formation of vinegar 
from alcohol is obtained by means of Mycoderma aceti ( Bacterium 
my coderma — Cohn), thus supporting Pasteur’s view. The author 
then discusses the practical details of the process given by Pasteur, 
and compares the process with others. J. T, 

Starch-altering Ferments in Plants. By J. Baranmtzky (Bied. 
Centr,, 1879, 790 — 791). — Ferments were obtained from the germinat- 
ing seeds of many plants and their action on starch examined. In 
many cases it was found possible to convert 70 per cent, of the starch 
into glucose. The author is of opinion that the starcin is first con- 
verted into dextrin alone, and not into dextrin and glucose together. 

J. K. 0. 

Organisms in Beet Sap. By L. Cienkowski (Beid. Omt., 1879, 
767). — The bodies known as “ frog spawn,” which make their appear- 
ance after a time in the sap of beetroot, prove on microscopic exami- 
nation to be a species of bacterium, called by the author Ascococcus 
Bilrothvi. J. K. C. 

Carbonic Acid in the Air. By Marie-Davy (Gompt. rend., 90, 
32 — 35). — An examination of the determinations of the amount of 
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carbonic anhydride in the air, which have been made daily daring the 
labt four years at Montsouris, seems to show that the best crops 
have been produced in those years when the amount of carbonic anhy- 
dride has been below the average. The carbonic anhydride varies in- 
versely with clearness of the sky, and is influenced by the oscillations 
of the great equatorial atmospheric currents. W. 0. W. 

Bespirative Power of Marsh and Water Plants. By E. Erey- 
berg (Beid. Gentr ., 1879, 748 — 750). — It is a well-known fact that 
these plants are able to thrive in media which contain little or no 
oxygen. They are all very poor in nitrogen, and the author has 
shown by a number of experiments that this latter property accounts 
for the former. His investigations prove that the respirative power 
of plants varies with the amount of nitrogen they consume, and this, 
taken in conjunction with the fact that water plants contain large air 
chambers which do not often need refilling, accounts for their being 
able to exist in media which contain very httle oxygen. 

J. K. 0. 

Influence of Nutritive Material on the Transpiration of 
Plants. By A. Burgerstjsd* (Bied. Oentr 1879, 750 — 752). — The 
author shows that plants transpire more when placed in a 0*2 per 
cent, solution of any nutritive salt than in pure water alone, but that 
the transpiration diminishes as the percentage increases, also that if 
the 0*2 per cent, be made up of more than one salt the transpiration is 
less than in pure water. J. K. C. 

Influence of Salicylic Acid and other Bodies on Germina- 
tion. By E. Heckel (Bied. Oentr ., 1879, 789). — Small doses of sali- 
cylic acid appear to have a favourable influence on the germination of 
seeds, whereas phenol and thymol have an opposite, although not a 
lasting effect. J. K. C. 

Passage of Plant-material in Seedlings. By W. Detmer 
(Bied. Oentr., 1879, 788 — 789). — Glucose by itself can pass only from 
cell to cell, and must enter into some combination before being able to 
pass through the septum of the plasma. Vegetable casein is insoluble 
in water, but is rendered soluble by organic acids and neutral alkaline 
phosphates. J. K. 0. 

Course of the Nitrogen and Mineral Constituents in the 
Development of the Early Shoots. By J. Schrudee (Bied. Oentr., 
1879, 752 — 754). — It was found that from the 5th of April to the 18th 
of May the axial organs of the plants nnder investigation had lost a 
great quantify of their nitrogen and mineral contents, which had 
passed into the yonng shoots. In the cases of phosphoric acid, the 
loss was greatest, amounting to nearly 50 per cent, ; nearly one-third 
of the potash, and more than one-fourth of the magnesia and nitrogen 
had also been given up. The amount of lime and silica was, however, 
greater at the end t.lm-n the beginning of the period under observation, 
and as some at least had passed into the shoots, the roots must have 
been more active in absorbing these constituents. J. K. C. 
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Development of Oats. By P. Deheeain and Rantieb (Bmh 
Cmtr 1879, 765 — 766). — Oats grown on land which, liad not been 
manured since 1875, showed a great falling off in the percentage of 
nitrogen, 3*12 per cent, of nitrogenous substances being found instead 
of 8 or 9 per cent, as usually obtained. With respect to the loss of 
weight which the plants undergo at the ripening period, the authors 
express their opinion that it is proportionate to the goodness of the 
crop. J. K. 0. 

Influence of the Leaves on the Production of Sugar in the 
Beet. By B. Corenwinder and G-. Contamine (Bied. Centr., 1879, 
792). — The leaves of the beetroot contain small quantities of glucose, 
and those roots which have well-developed leaves are the richest in 
sugar. J. K. C. 

Ripening of Grapes. By C. Portele (Bied. Centr., 1879, 758 — 
764; comp, this volume, p. 178). — The chief object of this series of 
investigations was to ascertain the changes which the acids of the 
grape undergo during the ripening process. Examinations were made 
of the most and aqueous extract of the Regrara grape at various times 
from the 26ch of July to the 21st of October, 1878. The results show 
that the total quantity of free acid in the must and aqueous extract 
increases until the grapes begin to soften, and then regularly diminishes. 
The tannic acid disappears altogether in the must, but not entirely in 
the aqueous extract, as it is still present in the skms and seeds. The 
free tartaric acid, from the time the berries begin to soften, gradually 
diminishes, and finally disappears when the grapes are fully ripe. 
Malic acid is still present in the ripe berries, and then forms two-thirds 
of the total free acid : it is not found in the combined state. Sulphuric 
acid and phosphoric acid are present in the ash in sufficient quantity 
to combine with the lime and magnesia, whilst potash is found in 
excess of the amount required for the cream of tartar. The following 
table gives the weight in grams of the various constituents in 100 
berries plucked at different times : — 



26th July 

0*16 

6tU 

0*29 

16(h „ 

0*11 

12th August 

1*64 

33nl 

16*00 


21 *70 

9fch September 

28*60 

28th „ 

31 *20 

12th October 

88*20 

2Ut 

38*30 


0- 32 1 T9 0*79 0-31 

— 1*80 1*14 0 41 

0 -65 3 *02 2 *09 0 78 

0 59 5 28 3 40 0 *81 

1- 08 5 *68 2 -51 0 '65 

1*15 5*27 2*12 0*30 

1*16 6*45 1*83 0*25 

1*28 7*60 1*54 0*04 

1*86 7*96 148 0*02 

1*67 7 45 1*03 — 
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Cream of 
tartar. 

Tartaric 

acid 

Malic acid found. 

Total 
free and 
combined 
tartaric 
acid. 

Directly. 

Indirectly 

26th July : 

0-19 

0 23 

0*35 

0 31 

0*46 

6th „ 

0-27 

0*48 

— 

0*45 

0*61 

16th „ 

0*13 

0*39 

0*90 

0*92 

1*12 

12th August 

! 0*17 

0 68 

2*17 

2 00 

1*19 

23rd „ 

1*06 

0*75 

— 

1 13 

1*49 

31st 

1*18 

0*82 

1 *19 

1*04 

| 1*24 

9th September 

1*25 

0*81 

0*98 

0 80 

1*24 

28th „ 

1*11 

0 70 

0 86 

0*68 

f 1*19 

12th October 

1 *53 

0*79 

0*73 

0 60 

1*24 

21at „ 

i*:7 

0*79 

0*48 

0*20 

1*25 


The grapes gathered on the 26th of J uly were from a -very backward 
plant. 

It appears from the above table, that the total quantity of tartaric 
acid remained pretty constant after the berries began to soften, the 
free acid being gradually neutralised by the potash, and thns dis- 
appearing. 

Experiments on the af ter-ripening of grapes showed that the amount 
of sugar and tartaric acid in the berries remained constant, unless 
kept until decomposition set in : the malic acid, however, diminished 
in the same manner in the case of unripe grapes as if they were still 
attached to the vine stock. J. K. G. 

Growth of Plants in Artificial Solutions. By F. Fabpky (Bled. 
Oentr 1879, 669 — 671). — The conclusions which the author draws 
from his experiments on the replacement of potash by soda in the 
plant, and the influence of various substances on the growth of plants, 
such as chlorine, chloride of calcium, &c., agree in all respects with 
former investigations. J. K. 0. 

Formation of Fat in the Growth of Fungi. By C. v. Nageli 
and 0. Loew («7. pr. Qhem. [2], 20, 97 — 114). — Previons investiga- 
tions of the phenomenon of the formation of fat in vegetable cells 
liave established the following points : — That it is a secretion, and not 
a product of fermentation or other action external to the life of the 
cell ; that it is formed in quantity varying with the activity of the 
growth, and of the oxygen respiration of the plant. On the chemistry 
of the process, especially in respect of the proximate sources of this 
proiluct, hut little light has been thrown. The fact that the starch 
which is present in the immature condition, e.y., of the rape seed, is 
replaced in the mature condition by oil, has been regarded as the result 
of the conversion of the carbohydrates into fat ; this conclusion is, 
however, unwarranted. There is weightier evidence of the origin of 
fat in the splitting np of cell proteids in the cells of penicillium and 
other fungi which are proteid in the earlier stages, and contain abun- 
dance of fat at later periods ; the development of the latter is observed 
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to occur pari passu with a loss of proteids ; and since the cell- wall 
often undergoes considerable increase during the same periods, t.e., 
carbohydrates are secreted, a causal connection between the former 
phenomena is extremely probable. The relation of fat formation to 
the nutrition of the plant is obscure, and throws no light on the 
problem ; plants nourished with albuminoids evince a scarcely more 
active fat secretion than those fed on non-nitrogenous organic bodies 
(sugar, mannitol, glycerol, &c.) 5 together with ammonia or nitric acid. 
The investigation of these and other points bearing on the question, is 
the purpose of the following experimental work : — 

I. To determine the quantitative relations between the matter con- 
sumed as food, and that elaborated both in the aggregate, as cells with 
their contents and as fat. 

Penicillium was selected as a simple cellular structure. The spores 
were sown in solutions (1 — 3 per cent.) of the several food- stuffs con- 
taining a sufficient quantity of ash constituents (KoH.POt.MgSO* and 
CaCl 3 ), and in addition 0*5 — 1 per cent, of free phosphoric acid, the 
presence of which is fatal to schizomycetes. The solutions were placed 
in flasks loosely closed with cotton wool, and agitated from time to 
time. After the expiration of several weeks the cells were filtered off, 
dried at 100°, and weighed ; the filtrate evaporated and the residue 
weighed. The amount of organic matter consumed is the weight 
originally present less that of the residue. The fat was determined 
by weighing as fatty acid, after destroying the cell-walls with hydro- 
chloric acid. The results are enumerated in the table (p. 839). 

The conditions of growth, temperature, access of air, were kept 
as constant and uniform as possible, so that those experiments in 
which the degree of concentration of the nutrient solution is the same 
may be regarded as strictly comparable. 

in a second series the secretion of fat was more closely investigated 
in relation to nutrition by sugar and tartaric acid plus inorganic 
nitrogen on the one hand, and albumin, soluble and insoluble, on the 
other. The duration of the experiment was two months ; at the end 
of this period the total growth of the penicillium and the fatty acids 
secreted by the cells were in each case determined. The details are 
tabulated below : — 


1 

Nutrient solution- 

Total 

growth. 

Fat acids 
per cent, 
of dry 
cells. 

(a*) 600 c.c. water, 5 grams ammonium tartrate, 5 grams 

1 

1 

'J 

1 

J 

1 

J 

[• 0-640 
[ 1-448 
[■ 2-301 

i- 0-624 

0-631 

0-200 

8-08 

7-12 

12 36 

7- 32 

8- 79 
0-68 

(6.) 600 c.c. water, 50 grams sugar, 0 5 phosphoric acid, 

5 grams potassium nitrate, 2 grams mtnc acid 

(<?.) 800 c.c. water, 15 grams sugar, 3 grams ammonium 

tartrate, 3 grams tartaric acid 

(d.) 300 grams water, 3 grains peptone, 2 grams phosphoric 


(e.) 300 c,c. water, 3 albumin, 2 phosphoric acid 

(f.) 300 o.c. water, 3 albumin (insol.), 2 phosphoric acid . . 
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340 


ABSTRACTS OF CHEMICAL PAPERS. 


(The solutions contained in addition, 0*100 per cent. K2H.PO4, 
0*016 MgS0 4 , 0*005 CaCI 2 , 0*017 (NH 4 ),S0 4 in each case.) 

In the case of ( 0 ) the residual sugar and tartaric acid were esti- 
mated in the filtrate; of the latter there remained 13*9 percent, of the 
original weight, whereas of the sugar, although added in so much 
larger quantity, only 6 per cent, remained. No products of oxidation 
or fermentation could be detected. 

II. To determine the formation of fat in relation to a varying supply 
of cane-sugar, that of nitrogen and the necessary inorganic salts being 
kept constant. 

The solutions (1,000 c.c.) contained in each of the six experiments, 
0*7 gram (!NH 4 ) 2 S0 4 ; 2 grams K 2 H.P0 4 ; 0*3 gram MgS0 4 ; 01 
gram 0a01 2 ; and 0*9 gram phosphoric acid. The duration of growth 
was six weeks. The quantities of sugar and other details are given in 
the table : — 



Sugar 
per cent, of 
nutrient 
solution. 

Total 

growth 

Fat acids 
per cent of 
cells. 

Sugar 
assimilated 
per cent, of 
total con- 
sumption 

((t.) 

OX 

0-210 

} 15-84 { 

J L 

84-3 


0*5 

0*805 


1*0 

0*280 



\ f 

(d.) 

5-0 

0*772 

14-36 


(*.) 

10 -o 

2-700 



(/.) 

15 0 

I 

2-215 

23-13 

8 8 



The increase of yield, it will be seen, has no constant relation to the 
increase of concentration of the sngar solution. Comparison of (a) and 
(/) in respect to the quantity of sugar burned, shows that this increases 
with the concentration. As regards the inversion of sugar during the 
growth of penicillium, the authors found that in a 1 per cent, solution 
the growing plant caused the inversion of 60 per cent, of its weight 
(estimated as dry) of sugar in eighteen hours. 

III. To investigate the “ degradation ” (** involution ”) of ponicillium 
in relation to the fatty contents of the cells, one-fourth of the product 
of growth in a solution containing sugar (2 per cent.) and albumin 
(1 per cent.) was analysed in the fresh state (after drying) ; the re- 
mainder was placed in phosphoric acid solution (1 per cent.), and set 
aside for four weeks : the originally compact mass of hyphoe was by 
this time resolved into loose threads ; these were filtered off, dried, and 
weighed, and fopnd to represent about 15 per cent, of the original 
weight. 

The following constituents were estimated : — 
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Albumin 

Before 

degradation. 

. . . . 42*7 

After 

degradation. 
16 5 

Fat 

. . . . 18 5 

50-5 

Cellulose, <fce. . . 

.... 38-8 

33-0 


100-0 

100-0 


proving a considerable formation of fat at the expense of proteids. 

The only general conclusion the authors at present draw from their 
results is, a classification of the nutrient matters investigated, in an 
ascending series representing the successive degrees in which they 
favourably influence the formation of fat, viz. (passing from those less 
to the more favourable), (1) ammonium acetate ; (2) ammonium tar- 
trate and succinate and asparagine; (3) leucine; (4) peptone; (5) 
ammonium tartrate, plus sugar; (6) leucine, plus sugar ; (7) peptone, 
plus sugar. 

The problem of the proximate origin of fats remains very much vn 
statu quo . 0. 3?. 0. 

Formation of Vegetable Albumin. By A. Emmeelixg (Landw. 
Yersuchs.-Stah , 24, 113 — 160). — This long paper describes the 
author^ investigations into the presence oF albumin in the roots, 
stalks, leaves, blossoms, and seeds of the Vicia faba maj or common 
buff bean, with the view of throwing light upon the interesting and 
little known question of the production of proteid substances in plants, 
and how the nitrates and ammonium salts from the soil on the one 
side, and from decomposed nitrogenous organic substances on the 
other, are assimilated by the growing vegetable. 

The author’s experiments are very numerous, and show most careful 
and painstaking observation; his apparatus, of which he gives drawings, 
are eminently adapted to the purposes of his investigation, but they 
contain no new principle; and his results, although most interesting, 
being chiefly of a negative character, will he sufficiently understood 
from the summary with which he concludes the paper. 

He finds the nitric acid taken up from the soil abundant in the 
roots and stems, gradually becoming less, until in the bud*, blossoms, 
and fruits it is seldom to be met with, and he believes that the leaves 
are the particular organs charged with its transformation into albumi- 
noids; that the most active agent is not nitrogen in the form of 
ammonium salts. As he has found the latter most frequently in the 
leaves from which the more active nitric compound had already dis- 
appeared, he thinks that had the ammonium salts been the most active 
agents, they would have been assimilated at an earlier stage. He 
thinks the absorbed nitrates, which are very unstable, are acted upon 
by the vegetable organic acids, which combine with the lime of the salt, 
and free the nitrogen, but he admits that his researches have not 
advanced onr knowledge of the matter greatly, the only certain con- 
clusion being that albumin is the result of the end reactions, of which 
we do not know the steps. The presence and distribntion of the 
amides appear to point to a step in the process, as their distribution 
seems to follow a simple law, which is that those parts of the plant 
vol. xxxviii. 2 b 
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which are of quickest growth, and which increase their bulk most 
^ invariably richest in amides. The young leaves contain 
more than old ones, the stem than the root. More particularly are 
the buds, sprouts, and blossoms rich in this product, and where new 
cells are about to be built up, there is previously collected upon the 
spot an accumulation of material for their construction, not only of the 
matters required to form their membranous portions, but of proto- 
plasmic matter ; it appears certain that the amides form the nourish- 
ment of the young cells ; even the flower-buds accumulate these sub- 
stances for the nourishment of the future seeds, but the manner in 
which the process is carried out still remains unknown. J. F. 

Leucine and Tyrosine in Potatoes. By E. Schulze and 
J. Babbie ei ( Lan&w . V&rmchs.-Stat ., 24, 167 — 169). — The purified 
alcoholic extract from potatoes, when allowed to stand, was found to 
deposit after some time a crystalline substance, which on further 
examination proved to be impure tyrosine, giving all the characteristic 
reactions of that substance. The mother-liquor on further evaporation, 
and standing for a few days, yielded a crystalline crust of leucine. 

J. K. C. 

Amount of Oil in Grass,seeds, and its Relation to their Germ- 
ination. By H. Bbhiholz (Bied. Centr 1879, 756— 757).— The 
various kinds of seeds examined contained oil in quantities varying 
from 0*8 to 15*8 per cent. Two hundred specimens of each sort were 
sown under the same conditions, and their germinating power and 
quickness of growth observed, the former of which, however, was found 
to bear no constant relation to the richness of the seeds in oil, whilst 
quickness of growth after a certain period was found to be to some 
extent dependent on the quantity of oil present, J. K, C. 

Analysis of Parsnips. By B. Cgrenwindbr and G. Contamine 
( Bied. Centr., 1879, 794), The following is the result of the analy- 
sis : — 


Water * , . , 

Nitrogenous substances . 

.. 79-84 

. 2-36 

Crystallisable sugar 

. 8-25 

Grape-sugar 

. 1*57 

Fibre 

.. 2*0 

Starch 

ro 

Feptin, <fcc 

Mineral matter 

.. 4*33 

.. 1*02 

100-00 


The ash contained 40 per cent, of potash, and 50 per cent, of phos- 
phates. r J. K. O. 

Mineral Constituents of the Riesling Grape. By A. Hilger 
( Bied . Centr., 1879, 793). — The amount of dried substance was fo un d 
to vary between 13 and 15 per cent., and the ash from, 1*1 to 1*5 per 
cent. Analyses of the ash gave the following results • 
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Riesling at Riesling at Sylvaner at 


Stein. Leisten. Mulflehn. 

Potash. 33*04 34*67 48*40 

Soda 1*84 1*21 0*45 

Lime 8*55 11*00 7*33 

Magnesia 2*61 1*42 3*75 

Ferric oxide 1*04 0*45 0*10 

Phosphoric acid 21**08 19*72 7*36 

Snlphnrio acid 4? 54 4*19 4*89 

Silica 1*00 0*45 1*71 


Carbonic anhydride . . 22*51 23*78 24*38 

Hydrochloric acid .... 2*29 2*53 0*96 

T. K. C. 


Mineral Constituents of Fir and Birch. By J. Schroder 
(Bied. Oentr 1879, 754 — 756). — As regards the distribution of the 
ash of the fir in the tree, the author finds that the leaves are the 
richest, and that the bark is richer in ash than the wood. A concen- 
tration of the phosphoric, sulphuric, and silicic acid takes place in the 
direction of the branches, as these acids have a tendency to pass into 
the leaves. Magnesia and potash are found in largest quantities in the 
wood, and lime in the bark. Similar results were obtained in the case 
of the birch, as regards the distribution of the ash constituents, 
although not in so marked a degree. The fir gives more ash than the 
birch, the excess being due to the larger amount of silica present. 

J i K . 0. 

Ash Analyses. By G. Thoms (Landw. Vermchs.-Stat., 24, 53). — 
The ash of the seed capsules and stems of the flax plant were submitted 
to analysis, and compared with that of the hay of the Qaleopsis tetrakit , 
or common iC hollow tooth , ,f a plant coining greatly into use as a fodder 
in Russia ; the whole of the specimens were grown in Livonia. The 
following are the principal constituents : — 

Phosphoric Silicic 
Potash. Soda. Lime. acid. acid. 

Flax seed capsules . . 22*39 6*69 27*41 25'14 5*21 

„ stems .... 19*75. 0*56 31*84 8*85 15*87 

Qaleopsis.. 41*26 1*75 23*43 9*74 10*79 

J. F. 


Analy ses of Feeding Sfcuflfe. By G. Thoms { Landw> Ver&uchs.- 
Stat., 24, 50 — 52). — The author communicates the result of his exami- 
nation of nine samples of feeding cakes of Russian manufacture, con- 
sisting of linseed-oil cake and a so-called starch cake. Of the nine 
samples he describes four as adulterated, two of medium quality, and 
three as good ; ike adulterations consist of the seeds of various weeds, 
and in some of the samples particles of straw. From these results 
the author urges the employment of the microscope, a botanical exami- 
nation, treatment with warm water, and the judging of the samples by 
smell and taste. He agrees with Voelker, that an ordinary chemical 
analysis is not sufficient in such cases ; he particularly recommends 
careful search for mildew in the centre of the cake. In some parte of 
Russia, it is the custom to stove the seeds previous to pressing them, in 

2 5 2 
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order to get a better yield of oil, thereby injuring the quality of the 
cake, and probably forming matters injurious to tbe cattle which 
use it. 

Spent Hops as Fodder. By 0. Kellner (Bied. Oentr 1879, 
667). — A diet of bops and hay was daily given to two sheep, and after- 
wards for a short time hay alone, in order to ascertain the digestibility 
of the spent hops. The composition of the dried substance was as 
follows: — 



Protein. 

Fibre. 

Fat. 

Nitrogen Ash and 
free extract. sand. 

Hops . - 

197 

217 

78 

46*1 4*6 

Hay .. 

87 

34-5 

2-7 

45-2 8-9 

Of these constituents the 

animals digested- 

- 

Hops. 

Organic 

substance. 

Protein. 

Fibre. 

Nitrogen 

Fat. free extract. 

Animal No. 1 

. . 28-6 

38-9 

— 

77*2 43*2 per cent. 

„ No. 2 

.. 377 

34-7 

10-1 

75*9 45 8 „ 

Hay. 

Mean of both 

.. 59-4 

52-7 

54-5 

48-6 65-0 „ 


The above numbers show .that only a comparatively small percentage 
of the hop constituents was digested by the animals. Taking also 
into consideration the fact that the animals showed great objection to 
this food, spent hops cannot be highly recommended as fodder (comp, 
this Journal, 36, 1050). J. K. 0. 

Nitrogen in Turf. By M. v. Sivers (. Land w. Versuchs.-fitat., 24, 
183 — 210). — The author comments at considerable length on the 
several results of 26 analyses of turf taken at different depths, and 
formed from various vegetable growths. The source of the nitrogen 
is attributed to the albuminoids of the decaying plants, the amount of 
these being sufficient to account for most of the nitrogen present, and 
they are not destroyed in the process of decay. The nitrogenous sub- 
stances are soluble m potash. J. K. 0. 

On. various Manures. By J. Moser (Bied. Oentr., 1879, 721 — 
726). — As foreign manures are in general too high-priced in Austria, 
an investigation of various materials to be obtained in that country, 
both natural and artificial, which may be used as manure, has been 
made at the agricultural station in Vienna, 

The beds of phosphorite examined, found chiefly in Idria and Bast 
Galicia, were not sufficiently rich to allow of being worked. The pro- 
duct obtained by treatment of sewage with lime was found to be 
valuable. Waste products from various manufacturing processes were 
also examined, such as fish-guano, dried blood, glue waste, &c., the 
results showing that they are very valuable as manures. Bat-guano, 
which, occurs in very large quantities in some parts of Austria, 
proved on analysis to be a manure of excellent quality. J, K. O. 
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Manuring Experiments. By F. Bilge (Bied. Centr I87y, 
729 — 736). — In order to institute a comparison between cow and 
sheep dnng in their influence on the growth of vegetables, a series of 
experiments was made in Silesia. Details of the effects on various 
plants are given, from which it appears generally that the application 
of cow-dung delays the ripening and reduces the yield, whilst sheep- 
dung has m most cases the opposite effect. J. JL C. 

Composition of Fowls’ Dnng. By A. Petibmanh (Bied. Centr 
1879, 784). — The samples analysed were collected on dry sand, and 
mixed into a homogeneous mass with 10 per cent, of gypsum. The 
following results were obtained on analysis : — 


Water 11*76 

Organic matter and ammonium salts * 24*59 

Mineral matter soluble in acids 34 54 

„ insoluble „ 28*21 


100*00 

J. K. C. 

Bat-guano from Various Sources. By A. Volcxeb (Bied. Centr., 
1879, 783 — 784). — This kind of guano occurs in large quantities in 
the Southern States, Jamaica, Ease India, &c. ; the analysis, showed 
great variations, the principal constituents ranging as follows: — 
moisture, 6*7 to 64 ; organic matter and ammonium salts, 5*8 to 65 ; 
phosphoric acid, from 1*4 to 24*9, and nitrogen from 0*3 to 8*9 per 
cent, in 21 samples. J. K. C, 


Analytical Chemistry. 


Gasometric Methods. By D. Amaio and P. Figueara (Oazzetta, 
9, 404 — 418). — In the centre of the Valle del Bove of Etna there is a 
small lake, called the Lago di Naftia or Lago dei Palici, formed by 
the streams from the hills with which it is surrounded, but which is 
occasionally quite dry after a hot and dry summer. At the bottom of 
this lake are three large openings and many smaller ones (about 40), 
from which gas constantly issues, so that the lake appears to be in a 
state of ebullition. As animals which by chance go to drink of the 
water, have been noticed to drop down dead, it is believed in the 
district that the water is poisonous. The authors therefore determined 
to examine it, and for this purpose collected samples of the water, and 
also of the gas issuing from one of the larger openings. 

Before making the examination of the gases it seemed desirable to 
study the gasometric methods ordinarily employed, some of which the 
authors have modified, besides introducing new ones. A modification 
of Bunsen's apparatus for collecting the gases in water is described 
which entirely obviates any chance admixture with air. The 41 known 
gaseous substances, of which a table is given, were examined with 
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respect to their behaviour towards reagents, the details of which are 
fully described. 

It was found that acetate of lead was blackened by hydrogen sul- 
phide, selenide, telluride, and arsenide, and also by liquid hydrogen 
phosphide, but neither by phosphine nor by antimoniuretted hydrogen. 
The four gases first named are absorbed by manganese peroxide, 
which moreover decomposes antimoniuretted hydrogen with liberation 
of the hydrogen. Silver nitrate decomposes arseniuretted, antimoniu- 
retted, and phosphoretted hydrogen, setting free hydrogen. A coke 
ball impregnated with ammonical chromous sulphate absorbs acetylene 
and allylene, but has no action on the gaseous olefines or paraffins. A 
coke ball with fuming sulphuric acid absorbs gases of the acetylene 
group as well as the olefines. The authors find also that a dry gas, 
when exploded with twice its volume of oxyhydrogen mixture, is com- 
pletely saturated with aqueous vapour after the explosion. 

Details are then given of the analysis of the gas collected from the 
openings (I), and from the water (II) with the following results : — 



I. 

II. 

'Carbonic anhydride .... 

. . 94-23 

84-58 

Hydrogen sulphide .... 

— 

6-17 

Methane. 

. . 1-82 

2-42 

Oxygen 

.. 0-28 

4-52 

Nitrogen 

. . 379 

1-89 


10012 99-58 

Qualitative analysis showed that the gases were free from nitrogen 
oxides, arsenic, antimony, and the hydrocarbons of the acetylene and 
olefine series. The sndden death of the animals which had been 
observed mnst be referred therefore not to any poisonous effect of the 
water, bnt rather to the carbonic anhydride which constantly streams 
from the numerons openings, and in a calm atmosphere forms a stratum 
over the surface of the lake. <C. E. G. 

Extension of Dietrich's Table for the Calculation of Nitro- 
gen. By E. Tjuchsel (Zeits. Anal . Chem ., 1880, 48). — This tablo 
gives the weight of a cc. of nitrogen for temperatures varying from 
5 — 25° C., and pressures from 705 — 720 mm. 0. E. G. 

Determination of Carbonic Acid in Carbonates. By G. W*. 
Wigrbr ( Analyst , 1879, 228 — 230). — In the case of white lead, where 
the proportion of carbonic acid present is really the standard by which 
to judge of its suitability for use as a paint, the results obtained with 
the ordinary forms of carbonic add apparatus are not of a satisfactory 
character. The only satisfactory process by which carbonic acid can 
be estimated in such samples is by measuring the volume of the gas 
evolved on treating the sample with dilute nitric or hydrochloric acid, 
and ascertaining that this gas is entirely carbonic acid. The author 
has for some time used an apparatus, in which the decomposition of 
the carborates is entirely performed in a partial vacuum, so that the 
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liberation of the carbonic acid proceeds rapidly and freely at a tem- 
perature considerably below the ordinary boiling point of the solution. 
By this means the time necessary for the decomposition is greatly 
shortened, and the risk of the evolution of any other gases than car- 
bonic acid is also decreased. Details of the apparatus required and 
the mode of treatment are given, D. B. 

Volumetric Estimation of Manganese and Cobalt. By 0. 
B^ssler ( Annaleto, 200 , 323 — 340). — This is an investigation of cer- 
tain points in connection with the author’s method for the volumetric 
estimation of manganese (Abst., 1879, 746). The manganese is pre- 
cipitated as a definite compound, Ag 4 0.Mn 2 0 3 ( Fogg . Ann., 41 , 344, 
and 101 , 229), by adding deomorma! silver solution in excess followed 
by an alkali ; the excess of silver is removed by ammonia and esti- 
mated by means of a standard thiocyanate. The author finds that the 
presence of ammonium salts at the time of precipitation has the effect 
of retaining a large proportion of the manganese in solution, and must 
therefore be carefully avoided. Accurate results are obtained by the 
following method: — The silver solution is added in excess to the man- 
ganese solution, the whole is then heated on the water-bath, and 
sodium carbonate is added in excess. The excess of silver above that 
required to form the compound with the manganese is removed by 
means of ammonia and estimated with thiocyanate. The presence of 
iron (Fe'") does not affect the results obtained. 

It was ascertained by direct experiment that the compound 
Ag 4 O.Mn 2 O s gives up none of its silver to ammonia, provided this 
already contained silver in solution; this condition obtains in the 
above method. 

Applications of the Method . — Where the nature of the substance per- 
mits, as in the case of iron (metal), spathic ore, and blast-furnace 
slags, nitric acid should be employed in effecting its solution. Man- 
ganese dioxide, in its several forms, is digested at a gentle heat with 
aqueous sulphurous acid ; concentrated sulphurous acid is then added 
and the liquid boiled; lastly, the solution is oxidised with nitric acid. 
In cases where it is necessary to decompose with aqua regia, the solu- 
tion must be boiled, after adding sulphuric acid, until the whole of 
the chlorine is expelled. Cast iron is dissolved in nitric acid and the 
iron precipitated as basic acetate in the usual way ; this has the effect 
of entirely decolorising the solution by the removal of the carbon- 
aceous matter, the presence of which in solution would prejudice the 
results. 

Estimation of Oobalt — This metal is also precipitated by silver 
nitrate in presence of alkali (H. Rose, Fogg . Ann., 101, 498), and upon 
the formation of this compound the author has based a volumetric 
method for the estimation of cobalt, differing from that adopted in the 
case of manganese only in the substitution of alkaline hydrate for 
carbonate. 

The method gives fairly accurate results in presence of nickel, pro- 
vided the quantity of the latter does not exceed that of the cobalt. 
Perfect accuracy is attained by previously separating the metals by 
means of potassium nitrite. The precipitate may be dissolved in 
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nitric acid, without washing, and the cobalt estimated in the solution 
by the method described. C. F. C. 

Decomposition of Arsenic and Antimony Compounds. By 
E. Donath ( Zeits . Anal. Chem ., 1880, 23). — The excellent method of 
fnsing with sodium carbonate and sulphur sometimes gives doubtful 
results, owing to the large quantity of free sulphur separated from the 
aqueous solution before and on the addition of hydrochloric acid. This 
difficulty is avoided by using sodium thiosulphate (proposed for a 
similar process by Froehde), well dried and finely powdeied, instead 
of the sulphur fusion mixture. J. T. 

Rapid and Easy Process for Simultaneously Detecting 
Nitrogen, Sulphur, and Chlorine in Organic Compounds. 
By P. Spica ( Gazzetba 9, 574 — 575). — The substance to be examined 
is heated with sodium in a test-tube, and the product dissolved in 
water, as in the ordinary way of testing for nitrogen by Lassaigne’s 
process ; the solution will then contain the nitrogen in the state of 
cyanide, the snlphnr as sulphide, and the chlorine, bromine, or iodine 
as chloride, bromide, or iodide it these elements be present. A drop ot* 
the alkaline liqmd placed on a clean silver surface will at once pro- 
duce a black stain if a snlphide has been formed, whilst the cyanogen 
may be detected by the Prussian blue test in a portion of the liquid. 
If neither of these is present, the halogen may be at once tested for in 
another portion of the solution by adding nitric acid and silver nitrate, 
bnt if a snlphide or cyanide is present it mnst be first destroyed by 
mixing the solntion with abont half its bulk of pure sulphuric acid 
and heating for a short time before adding the silver nitrate. 

C. E. G. 

Examiuatiou of the Will-Varrentrap Method of Nitrogen 
Determination. By A. Prehn and B. Hobnberger (Lmdw. Versnchs.- 
Stai ., 24, 21 — 34). — The doubts thrown upon the accuracy of the soda- 
lime process have induced the authors to make a series of experiments 
in order to verify the results of the Will- Y arr-entrap and Dumas sys- 
tems, to ascertain the defects of the former, and to remedy them if 
possible. They considered that the first experiment should be as to the 
behaviour of free ammonia in the combustion- tube, for which purpose 
tbey employed salts of ammonia, and commenced the series with 
chemically pure sulphate, — the usual routine being followed, tho 
ordinary precautions taken, and a dull red heat employod, the tube 
being arranged so as to be aspirated at the termination of the experi- 
ment. The results were too low by about per cent. The hinder 
end of the tube was then filled with soda-lime mixed with sugar, from 
which better results were obtained, but still below the theoretical 
numbers. In the next experiment the hinder end was fused to a 
round-shape, sugar and soda lime being placed afc the opening j the tube 
was heated to expel the atmospheric air, and after the combustion, 
the other portion lying behind the substance ignited to clear the tube 
of gas. STotwithstanding all precautions, however, the results wore 
too low, distillation with milk of lime yielding more exact numbers. 

S imilar results followed the employment ot ammonium oxalate, the 
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theoretical numbers being never reached ; tbe operations with this salt 
also succeeded better with sugar than without, and better results still 
were obtained when the sugar was not mixed with, but separated 
from, the substance. The low results point, in the authors’ opinion, 
to some unexplained decomposition by which free nitrogen is lost, 
and think it proved that the Will-Varrentrap method is attended 
with danger of incorrect results when employed for estimation of cer- 
tain salts of ammonia. They recommend distillation with milk of 
lime as a convenient and correct substitute. It was with ammonium 
chloride that the results looked for were first obtained. 

In the first experiment with the chloride, sugar was not employed 
and air was sucked through; the results were low. Employing 
sugar to expel the gas after the operation, but not before, the re- 
sults were better; but with sugar employed, both before and after 
the combustion of the substance, the whole theoretical amount was 
obtained. The same satisfactory result was obtained by connecting 
the tube with an easily regulated hydrogen apparatus to clear it before 
and after the combustion, which leads to the belief that a great dilu- 
tion of the substance is not so important as a thorough expulsion of 
atmospheric air. With substances naturally poor in nitrogen the 
system would be successful, using only the ordinary precautions, pro- 
bably because the gases given off, even at a gentle heat, wonld drive 
out the air and remove the oxygen, so that the loss of ammonia wonld 
either be very small or none. In fact, the objection to the method 
that it gives too low results applies only to substances rich in nitro- 
gen; with matters containing small proportions the authors think the 
trustworthiness of the method incontestable. 

Equally good results were obtained from potassium ferrocyanide, a 
substance for many reasons suitable for testing the method. 

The remaining experiments were made to learn the effect of longer 
or shorter tubes and higher degrees of heat upon the combustion, and 
are explained in the tables accompanying the article, in which short 
tubes are held to mean those of 35-— -40 cm., and long those from 55 — 
00 cm. ; by ordinary heat is meant the usual dark red glow ; high heat 
is the greatest obtainable from a gas-combustion furnace. 

General recommendations of the authors are the careful expulsion 
of air before as well as of the gas after the combustion ; not to employ 
xhe longer tubes where there is danger of excessive heat, but with ordi- 
nary heat good results may be obtained from long as well as short 
tubes ; to proportion the amount of sugar to the richness of the sub- 
stance in nitrogen, and to have the heat neither too strong nor too 
weak. 

Abstract of Tables. 

Ammonium Sulphate containing 21*21 per cent . NT. 

Fotmd. 


Without sugar, aspirated, low temp,, 5 experiments .... 19*61 

With sugar, without aspiration, low temp., 9 experiments. . . . 20*67 

Ammonium Oxalate containing 19*71 per cent. N*. 

Without sugar, aspirated, low temp., 3 experiments * 19*14 
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Found. 


With sugar mixed with, substance,* not aspirated, low temp., 

7 experiments 19*03 

With sugar, not aspirated, low temp., 8 experiments 19*59 

Do. do. high temp., 3 „ 19*54 

Ammonium Chloride containing 26*16 per cent N. 

Without sugar, aspirated, low temp., 4 experiments 24*97 

With sugar in fore part of tube, aspirated, low temp., 2 experi- 
ments 26*01 

With sugar in hinder part, not aspirated, low temp., 4 experi- 
ments 28*57 

With sugar before and behind substance, low temp., 6 experi- 
ments 26*12 

With sugar before and behind long tube, high temp., 5 experi- 
ments - 28*54 

Potassium Ferrocy amide containing 19*87 per cent N. 

Without sugar, aspirated, short tube, low temp., 2 experiments 19*50 
With sugar both extremities, short tube, low temp., 8 experi- 
ments 19*80 

With sugar both extremities, short tube, very low temp., 2 ex- 
periments 19*58 

With sugar both extremities, long tube, very low temp., 2 ex- 
periments . . . . . 19*85 

With sngar both extremities, short tube, high temp., 10 ex- 
periments * 19*36 

With sugar both extremities, long tube, high temp., 5 experi- 
ments 18-90 


J, V. 

Estimation of Nitrogen in Albuminates. By U. Kreusler 
( Landw . Vei'snchs.-Stat^ 24, 35 — 40). — This paper is almost a continua- 
tion of that by Prehn and Hornberger (see preceding Abstract) , and 
has also been called forth by tbe controversy on the respective merits 
of the Dumas and Will-V aiTentrap methods of nitrogen esti ma tion. 
The author in previous experiments has obtained very satisfactory 
results from the soda-lime process without the employment of any 
extraordinary precautions, and his experience makes him doubtful of 
the great value of sugar in a combustion. He, however, refers to 
some as yet unpublished experiments of the same chomists, Prehn and 
Homberger, with the casein of milk, as proving more clearly the trust- 
worthiness of the combustion with soda-lime process, and as proving 
the value of sugar. His experiments were instituted with a view of 
adapting the volumetric plan as a verification of the other system. 
His experiments were, he asserts, numerous and exhaustive, and from 
the experience gained he has become aware of sources of error in the 
Dumas process, not only such as are generally admitted, but others 
scarcely so well known. One of the worst is the presence of atmospheric 

* The only experiment in which sugar was mixed directly with the substance. 
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air in the carbonic acid gas. which is passed through the arrangement. 
He considers the gas as generally prepared to be unfit for the purpose, 
and advises employment of carbon dioxide obtained from sodium bicar- 
bonate. A second he states to be the common neglect of repeated 
annealing of the copper reduced by hydrogen. Far more serious and 
more difficult to be avoided is the persistent adherence of particles of 
air to the walls of the tube, the copper oxide, and to the substance 
itself ; he gives examples of the difficulty of its removal. The ex- 
haustion of the tube by a Sprengel pump to of an atmosphere does 
not seem to lemove the air sufficiently to affect the result. The use of 
a larger quantity of material lessens the amount of the error, but gives 
rise to another, as the longer time required for the operation allows 
decompositions to take place, which vitiate the results. Another 
difficulty in the way of the use of the Dumas method is to prevent 
loss in the form of carburetted hydrogen. It is a common experience 
in elementary analysis that an. unavoidable loss of carbon generally 
takes place, and when it is remembered that every equivalent of carbon 
which is consumed as marsh-gas equals equivalents of nitrogen in 
the estimation, it becomes a serious matter. The employment of mer- 
cury, leading to an intermittent passage of the gases, and a large 
quantity of copper oxide, is another source of error- The author 
recommends the use of asbestos copperised by steeping in a strong 
solution of copper nitrate and ignition. These errors, calculated to 
increase the nitrogen numbers in an analysis, are not compensated by 
others of a contrary nature, unless such arise from careless manipula- 
tion, which of course are as likely to he in one direction as the other. 
In the author’s opinion, the method of Dumas cannot be accepted as a 
check upon the soda>-lime process, as the errors of the two tend in 
opposite directions, even with the greatest precautions, and without 
great care, the small differences may amount to large discrepancies. 

The author believes that both methods are in need of and capable 
of being perfected, and of yielding fairly satisfactory results. 

J. F. 

Determination of Dry Substances by the Use of Alcohol. 
By F. Tschaplowitz (Lancbw. Versuchs.-Stat., 24, 47 — 48). — The author 
having been previously unsuccessful in obtaining a perfectly dry 
residue from apples by means of a stream of hydrogen, devised at last 
the following method, which gives satisfactory results : — A few small 
portions are cut from an apple, contained in a small weighed covered 
glass, with a sharp knife, which is wiped upon a dried and tared 
filter, afteiwards used for the filtration. The slices are then treated 
in a small beaker with absolute alcohol, containing about 10 to 20 per 
cent, ethylic ether ; and the liquid is repeatedly boiled and filtered into 
a 500 — 1,000 c.c. flask ; the fragments of substance can then be easily 
broken into minute particles on the filter, and, with the aid of a small 
wash-bottle, transferred to the beaker and again boiled. Should an 
oil determination be desired, it can be readily made at this point, it 
being only necessary to employ more ether. The solid residue is dried 
at 100 to 110° with the filter ; the filtrate in the flask is filled to the 
mark ; 50 to 100 c.c. taken, dried in an air-bath, the heat of which at 
first should not exceed 6Q U , but which at the end of three or four days 
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may be raised to 85 or 90°, a higher temperature leading tc decompo- 
sition. The author considers the results very satisfactory. J. F. 

Detection of Salicylic Acid in Wine and in Fruit Juices. 
By L. Weigert ( Zeits . Anal . Ohem. 1880, 45) — Ferric chloride 
solution, the best reagent for salicylic acid, cannot be added directly to 
strongly coloured wines and fruit juices, as a coloured precipitate is 
formed. Previous decolonisation by means of animal charcoal also 
removes the greater part of the salicylic acid ; 50 c.c. of wine and 
5 c c. of amyl alcohol are well shaken together for some minutes. 
After standing, the upper layer of amyl alcohol is removed and treated 
with an eqnal quantity of alcohol. To this solution some drops of 
dilute feme chloride solution are added, when the characteristic deep 
violet coloration, if salicylic acid is present, is produced. J. T. 

Determination of the Fat in Milk by the Lactobutyrometer. 
By F. Schmidt and Others ( Bied . Oentr 1879, 770 — 772). — The 
authors recommend the following modifications of Marchand’s original 
method : — Non-addition of caustic soda, use of alcohol of 91 per cent, 
instead of 86, measuring the liquids in pipettes, and employment of 
other formulae which they furnish. In answer to Marchand’s defence 
of his original method, they bring forward the results obtained by the 
use of the modifications proposed. J. K. C. 

Quality of Milk. By H. Schulze, R. FbUhling, and J. Schulz 
(Bied. Centr 1879, 780 — 782). — A controversy between the first- 
named and the two latter analysts has been going on with reference to 
the percentage of solids in milk, the former asserting that under some 
circumstances this percentage in unadulterated milk may fall under 10, 
and the latter refusing to acknowledge milk as genuine which contains 
less than 11 per cent, of total solids. J. K. C. 

Estimation of Albuminoids in Vegetable Substances. By 
B. Dehmel ( Landw . VersucJu.-Stat., 24, 214 — 225). — After giving 
some account of the methods already known for the determination of 
albumin, the author proceeds to recommend precipitation whilst hot 
with copper sulphate solution, adding potash until neutral, filtering, 
and estimating the nitrogen in the filtrate by heating with soda-lime. 
Asparagine was found under these circumstances to remain entirely in 
solution. Potatoes, however, appear to contain some other nitrogenous 
body, which is precipitated along with the albumin, as the results 
obtained by the author were much higher than those obtained by 
other investigators. J. K. C. 

New Method of Ascertaining the Ripeness of Grapes. By 
E. Pollacci { Bied . Centr ., 1879, 764 — 765). — The skins of nnripo 
grapes contain two colouring matters, phylloxanthin, which is yellow, 
and phyllocyanin, which is green; the latter disappears when the 
grapes are ripe. To ascertain the absence of the latter body, the 
author treats the skins with dilute sulphuric acid, to dissolve out any 
red colouring matter, and removes the' phylloxanthin with carbon bi- 
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sulphide. Treatment with ether will then extract the phyllocyanin, if 
any be present. J. K. 0. 

Examination of Coffee. By A. H. Allen {Analyst, 1880, 1 — 4). 
— In 1874 the author described ( Ghem . News, 29, 140) three methods 
as likely to be of service for the approximate determination of chicory 
in samples of mixed coffee, viz. : (1) determination of the soluble 
ash ; (2) comparison of the tint of an aqueous solution of the sample 
with that furnished by similarly treating a standard specimen; 
(3) determination of the density of a 10 per cent, infusion in hot 
water. Since the publication of these methods, the author has 
acquired a large amount of additional experience in their use, and has 
arrived at the following conclusions : — 

With respect to method (1), experience has shown that it is only 
capable of furnishing results of the roughest possible kind. This fact 
is due to the variations in the percentage composition of the ash of 
both coffee and chicory, as well as to differences in its total amount. 
The differences shown by coffee are, however, exceeded by those ex- 
hibited by chicory, owing to the considerable and very variable pro- 
portion of silica present in the latter substance. This method can 
therefore be employed only as a check on the proportion of chicory in 
a mixtnre. 

Method (2) is capable of giving rapid and fairly trustworthy estima- 
tions of the proportions of chicory present in mixed samples, but in 
practice it is open to the very serions objection that a standard mix- 
ture of various coffees and chicories is apt to undergo a change which 
gravely affects the colour of the infusion. 

Method (3) is one which further experience has proved to be very 
valuable. The author has reason to think that exhaustion of the 
sample is usually tolerably perfect, but it is better to boil well, filter 
and wash the residue with hot water until the filtrate measures 10 c. 0 . 
for every gram of the sample operated on. 

In sorting coffees for further examination, the author makes the 
following tests : — 

(a.) Treatment of the sample with hot water and determination of 
the density of the 10 per cent, infusion, which should not exceed 
1009. (5.) Search for starch in strained infusion, which should give 

negative results, (c.) Examination of the insoluble residue under 
the microscope, (d.) Determination of the ash, which ought not to 
exceed 5 per cent. D. B. 

Analysis and Composition of English Beers. By T. A. 
Pooley {Analyst, 1880, 4 — 7). — The author has made analyses of 
various beers brewed in different parts of the kingdom under various 
systems and with a variety of materials, the object in view being to 
ascertain the exact proportions of all the more important constituents 
in the typical descriptions of beers brewed in ibis country, in order that 
a comparison may be made as to their respective values as foods and, 
wholesome stimulants. No claim is made to any originality of method 
of analysis, for as a rule, the best methods as laid down by well known 
authorities on chemical analysis have been closely followed ; but when 
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the exigency of the occasion required it, a modification has heen intro- 
duced. The determinations usually made have been as follows: — 
Sp. gr., original gravity, carbonic acid, alcohol-extract, acetio acid, 
glucose, dextrin, lactic acid, ash including silica, lime, phosphoric 
acid and sodium chloride, nitrogen, and the corresponding quantity of 
albuminoid bodies. Tn the second part of this paper the author 
describes the method of analysis employed, and gives the results 
obtained with a sample of beei purchased from a public house in 
Messrs. Truman, Hanbnry, and (/o.’s trade. D. B. 

Adulteration of BoneuMeal. By Krockeb (Bied. Gentr ., 1879, 
726 — 729). — It is usual in the manufacture of bone-meal to increase 
the percentage amount of nitrogen by the addition of horn and other 
nitrogenous bodies ; the nitrogen contained in horn is, however, not 
so valuable as a manure as that present in bone-glue, and therefore 
the quality of the meal is reduced. The author proposes an easy method 
of detecting the presence of foreign nitrogenous substances in bone- 
meal, by the differences in specific gravity. The sp. gr. of bone-meal 
containing glue is 1*9, whilst that of dried blood and horn is about 
1*8 : if then we shake up a sample of meal with chloroform (sp. gr. 
1*48) and allow it to settle, the blood, horn, and other impurities, will 
float on the liquid, and can he- removed,, and their amount roughly 
estimated. J. K. C. 

Behaviour of Fruit- Juices of Different Ages with Reagents. 
By F. v. Lepel (Zeits. Anal . Chem 1880, 24 — 44). — The juices 
examined were those of raspberry, wild strawberry, cherry, and red 
currant. Absorption-spectra were observed by means of a pocket 
spectroscope. 

Fresh Juice . — There is nothing peculiar in the absorption-spectra of 
these juices to distinguish them from the juices of other red berries 
and fruits. Raspberry gives reactions with lead acetate, silver nitrate, 
ferric chloride, and manganic chloride. Cherry gives reactions with 
alum, lead acetate, ferric chloride, manganic chloride, and ether. 

Wild strawberry gives reactions with caustic alkalis, lead acetate, 
alcohol, chloroform, and benzene. 

Red currant gives reactions with aluminium acetate, lead nitrate. 
By means of these reactions mixtures of the juices can he examined ; 
hut a known mixture of the juices should be simultaneously ex- 
amined. 

The presence of sugar, and of hard water, if such have been used in 
preparing the juices, have no effect on these reactions. By adding 
very dilute alkaline solution to slightly acidified juice, an indefinite 
number of absorption-spectra can be obtained. 

Old Juice . — In course of a year, raspberry juice changes in colour 
and in its reactions with metallic salts, so that coloured precipitates 
change in intensity of colouring (lead acetate) or in definiteness of 
colouring (copper sulphate), or precipitates obtained in fresh juice, 
fail altogether in the old (ferric chloride, uranium nitrate, and man- 
ganic chloride). Cherry juice is very stable. At the end of three 
years, metallic salts give almost the same reactions as with the fresh 
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juice, manganic chloride however gives no precipitate. Wild straw- 
berry jnice is much changed at the end of four years ; and the cha- 
racteristic reactions with chloroform or benzene only hold for very 
fresh juice. Red currant juice is very stable, and its colour is intense 
after four years. The reactions with metallic salts are almost the 
same as in the case of raspberry. All the juices in course of time 
give an absorption-spectrum cut off at the line G, and a more or less 
perceptible line in the orange. The absorption near E — F becomes less 
sharp towards D, and extends, somewhat more in this direction. 

The reactions with acids are the same with old as with new juices, 
but on careful addition of alkalis, the deep violet-blue colour, and in 
the case of strawberry, the deep orange-red colour, are not obtained ; 
similarly by adding acid and carefully neutralising with alkali, the bine 
colour is not obtained. 

As a general reagent, silver nitrate gives with old raspberry a bine 
fluorescence, and with the others a dirty green one, and with a large 
excess of the reagent reduced silver. J. T. 

Determinations of Nitrogen in Explosive Ethereal Nitrates. 
By Tschblzafp (Ber., 12, I486). — The author modifies Champion and 
Pellet’s method ( Ber 9, 1610) by conducting the decomposition in a 
stream of carbonic anhydride, and determining the ferric chloride 
formed, by adding stannous chloride iu excess and titrating back with 
iodine. Ch. B. 


Technical Chemistry. 


Oxidation of Sulphur in Gas on Combustion. By W. C. 
Young (Analyst, 1879, 201). — In a former communication the author 
published an account of some experiments, made for the purpose of 
ascertaining whether sulphurous or sulphuric acid was produced by 
the combustion of gas containing sulpnur, the results of which led 
him to the conclusion that practically the whole of the sulphur present 
was at once converted into sulphuric acid. On absorbing the add 
fumes by passing the products of combustion over zinc in a fine state 
of division, the author hoped to find a very simple method of estimat- 
ing sulphur. 

In practice it was found, however, that the zinc was quite unaffected 
except in places where moisture had condensed, and there sulphate 
had formed. It was noticed, moreover, that wherever sulphate was, 
there also was carbonate to be found. In investigating the subject 
further, the author determined to avoid using any alkaline or basic 
substance as an absorbent of the add. Numerous experiments were 
made, the results showing beyond doubt that sulphurous acid only is 
formed when gas is burned in a Bunsen burner under the “ gas 
referees” apparatus, as the small qoantity condensed as sulphuric 
acid by water alone may reasonably be assumed to have been oxidised, 
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during its passage through the apparatus. In all the experiments 
where alkali or alkaline carbonate was used as the absorbent, no trace 
of the sulphite could be detected, the whole of it being oxidised to 
sulphate. D. B. 

Norwegian Phosphorite. By A. Petermann (JBied. Oentr 1879, 
788). — This is one of the richest phosphorites known to commerce, 
and contains 86 per cent, of calcium phosphate. J. K. C. 

Preparation of Phosphorite. By F. Yorster (Bird. Oentr , 
1879, 788) — To prevent the soluble phosphoric acid being rendered 
again insoluble by the iron and alumina present, the phosphorite is 
roasted with pyrites until the latter is quite decomposed : in this pro- 
cess the sulphur is oxidised to sulphurous and sulphuric acids, which 
in contact with calcium carbonate and iron phosphate, form calcium 
sulphate and a soluble phosphate, the iron and alumina being rendered 
insoluble. J. K. 0. 

Constitution and Properties of Dialysed Iron. By M. Pbr- 
sonne (/. Pharm . Ohm. [4], 30, 332 — 334). — The liquid sold under 
this name is a pseudo-solution of modified ferric oxide, which differs 
from the ordinary oxide by having a less specific heat and being inso- 
luble in acids. This modification of ferric oxide was discovered 
twenty-five years ago by Pean de St. Gilles, who obtained it by heating 
ferric acetate; subsequently B6champ obtained it by heating ferric 
nitrate. The purest commercial sample of this liquid prepared by 
dialysis still contained 6*75 per cent, of ferric chloride, and 0 76 per 
cent, of ferric sulphate. Acids, strong or dilute, precipitate ferric 
oxide from this solution ; the same effect is produced by solutions of 
salts. It is completely insoluble in gastric juice. A quantity of it 
was injected into the stomach of a dog during digestion, and after two 
hours the stomach was opened, when flocculent particles of ferric 
oxide were found adhering to the undigested food, whilst no trace 
could be found in solution in the acids of the stomach or along the 
surface of the alimentary canal. The author concludes that this sub- 
stance is medicinally inactive, and that its commercial success at the 
present day, after having been abandoned for many years, is due to 
the manner in which it has been advertised. " J. M, H. M. 

Bessemer Steel Plates. By S. Kern ( Ghem . News, 40, 206). — 
For the rolling of boiler plates out of Bessemer ingots, it is preferable 
to use ingots hammered after casting. The reasons for doing so may 
be explained as follows : — 

1. The plates obtained by the rolling of hammered ingots have a 
smooth, fine surface. Flaws, scale or excavations, are seldom ob- 
served, and, if present, must be attributed to imperfect rolling. 

2. Plates from hammered ingots have a higher density, a good 
structure, and are more uniform in their mechanical qualities, such as 
tensile strength per square inch, elongation, &c. Such plates, even 
unannealed, will always stand the test within the limits of the Lloyd’s 
regulations. 
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On the other hand, plates rolled directly out of anhammered ingots 
show much, fluctuation in their mechanical properties, D. B. 

Comparison of Various Milk Coolers, By Wust (Bied. Cent r., 
1879, 778 — 780). — The coolers examined ■were those of Lawrence, 
Bossier, and Neubecker. Of these, Bossier’s appeared to combine the 
advantages of the other two as being applicable where cold water is 
obtainable only in small quantity or in an impure state. 

J. K. 0. 

Machines for Milk Churning. By Euglihg and Others (Bied. 
Centr ., 1879, 772 — 778). — Lefeldt’s and 'Winstrup’s machines are 
highly recommended, as also the “separators” of Nielsen and de 
Lavaile. By means of these 90 — 96 per cent, of the butter can be 
separated in the course of an hour’s working. J. K. C. 

Analysis of two Ancient Samples of Butter. By G% W. 
Wigner and A. Church (Analyst, 1880, 17 — 21). — The authors have 
examined a sample of Irish bog-butter, which cannot be traced with 
any certainty to a particular locality. There is no doubt, however, 
that it is a perfectly authentic specimen, probably 1000 years old. 
The following results were obtained: — Volatile fatty acids, calculated 
as butyric, 0*6 per cent. ; soluble fatty acids, not volatile, 0*42 per 
cent. ; insoluble fixed fatty acids, 99*48 per cent. ; glycerol, minute 
traces. The insoluble fatty acids contained 9 per cent, oleic acid, and 
91*0 per cent, stearic and palmitic acids. 

The other sample of butter, which is much older, was taken some 
time ago from an Egyptian tomb. It dates from about 400 or 
600 years before Christ. It was contained in a small alabaster vase, 
and had apparently been poured in while in a melted state. In appear- 
ance, colour, smell, and taste it corresponds closely with a sample of 
slightly rancid butter. Analysis shows that the sample has not under- 
gone any notable decomposition. IL B. 

ManauryV Method of Desugarising Molasses. {Bied. Gertir., 
1879, 768). — The lime, after being slaked by the addition of a little 
water, is added to the molasses along with a small quantity of sodium 
or potassium carbonate. The sugar-lime is then purified by addition 
of alcohol. J* & 


Changes Effected by Fermentation in the Nitrogenous Con- 
stituents of Sweet Mash. By P. Behrend and A. Morgen: {Jamdw. 
Versuchs.-Stat., 24, 171 — 181). — More than half the nitrogen of sweet 
potato-mash exists in the form of albumin ; on boiling and filtering, 
the filtrate is found to contain the amido-compounds along with a small 
quantity of peptone, and fermentation removes about one-fifth of these 
from solution, whilst the albumin present becomes increased. The 
acid amides are converted by fermentation into amido-acids, with 
formation of ammonia, which goes to nourish the yeast, whilst the 
amido-compounds as a whole ere partially converted into albuminoid 
bodies, and thus the nutritive value of the mash is materially in- 
i’. K. C. 
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Influence of Varying Pressures on Grape-Must and Wine. 
By C. Weigelt (Lcmdw. Versuchs.-Stak, 24, 13 — 19). — The author 
having formerly made experiments on the aeration of the must, observed 
during their progress that the musts which run from the press at 
different stages of the pressure exhibited remarkably varying amounts 
of sugar, and he undertook his present series of experiments in order 
to ascertain if the separation of the juice obtained at different stages of 
tbe operation wonld improve the wine. 

The experiments were made with 1 hectolitre of mash, containing 
berries in all stages of ripeness. The use of mashed grapes of course 
affected the results to a certain extent, hut it was thought advisable 
to follow the custom of the country in its mode of wine manufacture. 
The press used was an ordinary iron arrangement, and operations were 
commenced some hours after the mashing had finished, but before 
fermentation had commenced. The juice from the press was divided 
into three portions — that which fiowed without pressure ; that obtained 
by slight hand pressure on the screw ; and that which was obtained 
by the greatest amount of leverage obtainable on such an instru- 
ment. 

The results of the experiments were contrary to the author’s expec- 
tation, as the different portions showed an almost constant proportion 
of sugar, a slight diminution taking place at the second pressure. 

The increase in tannin and colouring matter was constant, but so 
also was the decrease in acidity. The behaviour of the tartar was 
peculiar; that remaining in solution gradually increased, the deposited 
tartar, on the other hand, diminished with each accession of pressure ; 
the sum of the two shows a regular increase, which, taken in con- 
nection with the decrease of acidity, convinces the author of the presence 
of a large amount of malic acid in the must taken for the experiment, 
which he considers surprising. 

The practical results of the investigation were that it was undesira- 
ble, at least unprofitable, to separate the yield of the different pressures 
in a year of bad vintage, such as that in which the experiments were 
made ; the author, however, hopes that he may be enabled to repeat 
his experiments on better fruit m a more favonrable year, and compare 
the results. J. 

Use of Thiocyanates in Calico Printing. (Dmgl. pohjt X, 
235, 156.) — These compounds serve as resists for aniline colours, as 
previously shown by Storck and Strobel, and they give a method for 
extracting the ammonium salt from gas liquors. The liquid is first 
slightly acidulated with hydrochloric acid, and after the effervescence 
has ceased, cuprous chloride, or a mixture of cupric chloride and 
sodium bisulphite is added to the clear liquid, and the grey precipitate 
of copper thiocyanate is collected.* On treating with baryta-water, 
and concentrating, barium sulphocyanate is obtained in the crystalline 
state, and can easily be converted into other thiocyanates. 

J. T. 

New Coal-tar Colours. (Dingl. polyt J., 235, 154.)— Przibram 
and Co., in Vienna, have patented a method of preparing red, violet, 
and bine colours from mono- and diamido-anthraquinones, and Tela- 
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tively from mono- and dinitro-anthraquinone. The amido-compounds 
are prepared by known methods, or better by one of the two following 
ones : — 100 kilos, nitroanthraquinone, 2,000 kilos, water, and 300 kilos, 
ammonia solution are heated to boiling in a closed vessel, and tin-dust 
is added; after the reduction is ended, the liquid is filtered, and air is 
blown through the filtrate ; the amido-compound thus precipitated is 
filtered off and washed. By the second method 100 kilos, anthraqni- 
none (?) are heated with 300 kilos, concentrated ammonia solution, 
the excess of ammonia is blown off. 10 kilos, of mono- or diamido- 
anthraquinone are beated to 100° with 50 kilos, of sulphuric acid of 
40 per cent, strength, until all quinone disappears ; the mass is then 
thrown into water, sodium chloride added, the whole cooled, filtered, 
and washed. With stronger acid, less of it and a lower temperature 
are required ; on the contrary, if the heating be continued too long, 
sulpho-compounds of the colours are produced. From monamido- or 
nitro-anthraquinone, red colours are thus produced, and from the 
diamido- or dinitro-anthraquinone, blue ones. According as a tin, 
aluminium, or chromium mordant is used, can shades from red to 
violet with the red colour be obtained, and shades from violet to blue 
with the blue colour. J. T. 

New Azo-colours. ( Dingl . polyt. J 235, 155.) — Meister, 
Lucius, and Bnining have patented a process for the production of a 
new series of azo-colours. The colours are obtained by the action of 
the two naphthalenedisulphonic acids on the diazo- compounds of 
phenol and naphthol, as well also on their corresponding methyl- and 
ethyl-ethers. To obtain the diazo-compounds of phenol the correspond- 
ing amidophenol is obtained from nitrophenol by reduction with zinc 
and hydrochloric acid, and the diazophenol is then produced by the 
action of nitrous acid. The nitrophenol ethers obtained from potassium 
nitrophenol, and ethyl or methyl bromide, serve as starting points for 
the preparation of the amidophenetols and amidoanisols ; and these are 
converted into the corresponding diazophenol ethers as above. These 
diazo-compounds, treated with a solution of a 0-naphthalenedisul- 
phonic salt (see Dingl. polyt . «7., 232, 544), yield the azo-colours, which 
are sent into commerce as potassium or sodium salts. J. T. 

Soluble Essence of Ginger. By J. C. Thresh (Pharm. J. Tram . 
[3], 10, 193). — To prepare an essence which does not become turbid 
by keeping, and which has not lost any appreciable quantify of the 
active principle of ginger during preparation, the author recommends 
the following process as an improvement on one previously suggested 
by him : — To 1 pint of strong tincture (1 to 1) of finest Jamaica 
ginger, slaked lime is added in a finely-powdered state in small quan- 
tities at a time. The addition is continued with vigorous agitation 
until the tincture ceases to lose colour ; the whole is then thrown upon 
a filter, and the residue washed with proof-spirit until the filtrate 
measures two pints. Sulphuric acid is then added drop by drop until 
the rich yellow colour of the tincture suddenly disappears, and after 
standing for 24 hours, the liquid is filtered, diluted with water to four 
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pints, shaken with a little powdered pumice or silica, and filtered at 
0° 0., if possible. 

In this process, the lime removes the greater part of the resin, and 
the sulphuric acid removes the lime. The dilution with water sepa- 
rates the neutral resin, wax, fat, and peculiar extractive, and also the 
excess of volatile oil ; the filtration at a low temperature prevents 
turbidity from separation of essential oil. The pale colour of the 
essence can he changed to rich orange by addition of a few drops of 
potash. 0. 

Mineral Constituents of Cinnamon and Cassia. By O. Heh- 
neb (Analyst, 1879, 225 — 228). — The discrimination between ground 
cinnamon and cassia being a matter of some importance, but of con- 
siderable difficulty, the author determined to investigate this subject 
more minutely. The only test which has been in use is that founded 
on the alleged difference in the behaviour of the decoctions towards 
iodine ; but the fact is that decoctions of both cassia and the cheaper 
kinds of genuine cinnamon turn blue with iodine. 

To find, if possible, some real difference between the two kinds of 
hark, the author examined their mineral constituents, believing that 
the more woody bark, cassia, would contain a larger amount of salts 
of lime and magnesia than the delicate membranous cinnamon. The 
following analyses show, however, that this supposition was not entirely 
substantiated. An analysis was made upon the ash obtained at the 
lowest possible temperature, but not recarbonated : — 



Coal. 

Sand. 

SiO> 

co 3 . 

PA- 

(1.) Cinnamon, Is. lOd. per lb. 

0*27 

1*09 

0*27 

29*29 

3*52 

(2.) „ 3s. 

0-41 

0*53 

0*31 

32*27 

2*20 

(3.) „ 3s. 6 d. „ 

0*31 

0*52 

0*25 

32 40 

3*00 

(4.) Cassia lignea . . 

1-26 

316 

0*90 

27*18 

3 67 

(5.) „ vera 

— 

0*24 

0*20 

36*26 

1*13 


SO* 

a 

FogOv 

MnjOf 

CaO. 

(1.) Cinnamon, 1$. 10tZ. per lb. 

2-42 

0*18 

0*78 

0*86 40*09 

(2.) „ 3s. 

2*73 

0 51 

0*41 

0*97 

36*98 

(3.) „ 3s. &L „ 

2-84 

0*76 

0*46 

0*13 

40*39 

(4) Cassia Kgnea 

2-02 

0*14 

1*23 

5*11 

25*29 

(5.) „ vera 

0*71 

0*09 

0*14 

1*13 J 

52*72 


MgO. 

ZsO. 

STaA 

Totals. 

Ash. 

(1.) Cinnamon, Is 10 d per lb. 

2-65 

14*22 

3*98 

= 99*62 

4*78 

(2.) „ 3a. 

3-30 

16*70 

2*97 

= 100*29 

4*59 

(3.) „ 3a. 6d. ,, 

3 86 

10*35 

4*65 

= 99*92 

4*66 

(4 ) Cassia lignea 

5*48 

20*58 

3*98 

= 100*00 

1*84 

(5.) „ vera 

1*10 

5*60 

0*90 

= 100*16 

4*08 


D. B. 
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Spectroscopic Researches. By GK L. Ciamician (Wien, Alad. 
Ber. [2], 79, 8 — 10). — By passing induction sparks from a small coil, 
connected with, a weak battery, between electrodes made of the 
metals of the earths contained in tubes filled with hydrogen, the 
author obtained calcium and strontium spectra which had an extra- 
ordinary resemblance to the spectrum, of magnesium. These spectra 
appeared also to contain the lines of the less refrangible half of the 
oxygen spectrum. The author thinks that his observations support 
the view which regards the so-called elements in each natural group 
us really compounds containing some common principles. R. B>. 

A New Chemical Photometer. By J. M. Boer (Ber., 13, 166 — 
168). — A solution of mercuric chloride is decomposed by exposure to 
sunlight. The presence of certain organic compounds greatly facili- 
tates the reduction. 

In order to make use of this reaction in estimating the chemical 
activity of light, a mixture is prepared which consists of 2 volumes 
of a solution of 40 grams of ammonium oxalate in 1 litre of water, 
and 1 volume of mercuric chloride solution (60 grams per litre). 
The liquid is exposed to the light until it becomes slightly turbid ; 
it is then filtered, and may be preserved in the dark without under- 
going any change. 

The red, yellow, and yellowish-green light have no action on this 
solution ; nine-tenths of the mercurous chloride reduced by exposure 
to ordinary daylight is due to the action of the ultra-violet rays. 

Since the quantity of mercurous chloride precipitated increases 
with the temperature aud with the concentration of the reagent, cor- 
rections must be made for these variations. 

The intensity of the fight is expressed by the number of iqilligrams 
of mercurous chloride precipitated for each square centimetre of the 
surface of the liquid exposed to the light. W. C. W. 

Heat of Formation of Cuprous chloride (sic). By J. Thomsen 
(Ber., 13, 138 — 139). — A reply to Berthelot’s statement that the heat 
evolved in the formation of an aqueous solution of cupric chloride by 
the action of chlorine and water on cuprous chloride is equal to 
54,200 c. (this vol., 208), and not 59,625 as found by the author (J. pr . 
Ghem. [2], 12, 281). . W. C. W. 

Heat of Formation of Cyanogen. By J. Thomsen (Ber., 13, 
152). — The author points out that the first determination of the heat 
of formation of cyanogen was made by Dulong (Fogg. Ann., 92, 55). 

w. c. w. 

On the Carbonates. By J. Thomsen (/. pr. Ohem . [2], 21, 33 — £5). 
— Tbe heat of solution of carbonic anhydride, and the evolution of heat 
during its neutralisation by soda, have been described in a former 

VOL. XXXVIII. & d 
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paper (Fogg. Ann , 140, 516). The present paper givesan account of 
experiments on the heat of neutralisation of carbonic anhydride for 
other bases, i.e , of the heat of formation of the carbonates of barium, 
strontium, calcium, manganese, cadmium, lead, and silver. 

The decomposition in the case of the barium salt is instantaneous, 
fl.-nrl the precipitate is amorphous and anhydrous. In the case of stron- 
tium, the precipitate is at first amorphous, but a further evolution of 
heat takes place as it becomes crystalline. Calcium carbonate is also 
at first amorphous, but the change to the crystalline state is accom- 
panied by absorption of heat. 

The following tables give the results obtained : — 

(1.) An aqueous solution of carbonic anhydride acting on an 
aqueous solution of oxides and hydrates. (2.) Gaseous carbonic 
anhydride on anhydrous oxides. 


(1) R. 
Na^O.Aq. , 
BaO.Aq . . 
SrOAq. . . 
CaOAq. . . 
MnO-jHa . . 
CdOaH* . . 
PbO .... 
Ag*0 


R + CO s Aq. 

(2) BO. 

(RO + OOa). 

20180 heat-units 

BaO .... 

55580 units 

21820 

99 

SrO .... 

53230 „ 

20550 

99 

CaO .... 

52490 „ 

18510 

9) 

PbO .... 

22580 „ 

13230 

» 

AgjO 

20060 „ 

12990 

99 


16700 

9* 



14180 

99 




(3.) Evolution of heat during formation of anhydrous carbonates 
(a) from metal, oxygen, and carbonic anhydride; (b) from metal, 
oxygen, and carbonic oxide. 


R. 

(R + O + 00 2 .) 

(R + Oj + CO ) 

Ka 

. . 184130 units 

250940 units 

Ns, 

. 175680 „ 

242490 „ 

Ba 

.. 185960 „ 

252770 „ 

Sr 

. 184210 „ 

251020 „ 

Ca 

. 173850 „ 

240660 „ 

Mn 

.. 113880 „ 

180690 „ 

ca 

. 84550 „ 

151360 „ 

Pb 

. 72880 „ 

139690 „ 

A g» 

.. 25960 „ 

92770 „ 


The following table shows the difference between the evolution of 
heat during formation of sulphates or nitrates and of carbonates : — 


R. 

(R + Oa + SOj) ™ 

(B+ Oj+OO.) 

(R + Oa +• CO) ™ 
<B + Oa + N s 0 4 ) 

K* .... 

22620 units 

7980 units 

Naj 

15020 „ 

15990 „ 

Ba 

13720 „ 

23020 „ 

Sr 

8800 „ 

27160 „ 

Ca 

8310 „ 

33420 „ 

Pb .... 

5440 „ 

30180 „ 

of:::: 

3430 „ 

31290 „ 

-1150 „ 

— 

Ma .... 

-1900 „ 

— 
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The great difference between the heat of formation of the carbonates 
and the corresponding nitrates and sulphates would indicate a differ- 
ence in constitution between the former and the latter. 

G. T. A. 

Thermo-chemical Researches. By J. Thomsen (J. pr. Ohem . 
[2], 46 — 76). — In this article the author gives a summary in seven- 
teen tables of his thermo-chemical researches which have been pub- 
lished at various times in the Annalen and J . pr. Ghem. As transla- 
tions or abstracts of these tables have appeared from time to time in 
this Journal, it is unnecessary to give more than a list of the tables 
and their contents. 

Tables 1, 2, 3 contain the heats of formation and solntion of the 
anhydrous and hydrated compounds of chlorine, bromine, and 
iodine. 

4. The heat of formation of various hydracids of the haloid 
metals. 

5. Heat of formation of the oxides and their hydrates. 

6. Heat of formation of sulphides and sulphydrates. 

7. Heat of neutralisation of bases for sulphuric, hydrochloric, 
nitric, and acetic acids. 

8. Evolution of heat in the reaction of gaseous hydracids on anhy- 
drous oxides. 

9. Evolution of heat during the formation of sulphates of the formula 
Bf.Oa.SO 2 .wH 2 O, aud their heat of solution. 

10. Evolution of heat during the formation of anhydrous nitrates 
from their elements. 

11. Evolution o meat during the formation of nitrates of the formula 
B. 0 a.N , 2 04 .wH 2 0 , and their heat of solution. 

12. Evolution of heat during the formation of sulphates and nitrates 
in aqueous solution, of formula R -f- 0 + QAq. 

13. Heat of formation and solution of the dithionates. 

14. Heat of formation of carbonates. 

15. Heat of formation and solntion of some double salts. 

16. Evolution of heat during decomposition of metallic salts by sul- 
phuretted hydrogen. 

17. Energy of various galvanic combinations. G. T. A. 

Condensation of a Liquid at the Wet Surface of a Solid. 
By A. ScHTiEiBRMACHER ( Divgl . polyt. J 234, 471). — For the deter- 
mination of the standard weights, numerous investigations have been 
carried ont regarding the weight of the unity by volume, viz., water. 
These investigations, although made with great care, showed that the 
value of a kilo, had been determined with a probable error of ± 76 
mgrms. All determinations which give the value of the kilo, are de- 
rived from hydrostatic weighings of accurately measured bodies. It 
is known, however, that the state of a liquid is different at a limiting 
surface from what it is in the interior of the liquid. Whilst the par- 
ticles in the interior of the liquid are influenced to the same extent on 
all sides, those in contact with a solid surface are simultaneously ex- 
posed to the action emanating from that surface. If the attraction of 
the solid particles surpasses that existing between the liquid ones, a 

2 d 2 
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layer of condensed liquid will be formed at the surface of the solid 
body, the weight of which has hitherto not been considered. 

From the accounts respecting the determination of the new English 
standard pound, the author calculates the value of the coefficients of 
condensation for water on brass at 0 = 0*00092 g. sq. c. The sepa- 
rate values of the kilo, aro freed from the influence of surface-conden- 
sation by adding to each one of them the corresponding correction 

— 13. This is more fully illustrated by the following table : — 



Shape. 

Volume. 

Surface. 

0 

V 

Value of 

1 kilo. 

Corrected. 

Tilnglfmrl 

cube 

c.c. 

2046 

sq. cm. 
968 

0-478 

g- 

+ 0-555 

g- 

+ 0-990 


sphere 

cylinder 

1850 

729 

0-894 

+ 0-555 

+0-917 


1234 

648 

0-526 

+ 0-334 

+ 0-817 

Rrancf* 

11264 

2784 

0*24,7 

±0-000 

+ 0-227 

SwftdAT) 

j* 

1234 

618 

0-526 

+ 0*296 

+0-779 

Aimtn'ft 


887 

294 

0*760 

-0*348 

+ 0 -3oO 

Russia 


822 

486 

0-592 

-0*065 

+0-178 



402 

301 

0-750 

+ 0-041 

+ 0-729 

,, .......... 


Average .. 

l 

— 

— 

— 

+0-171 

+ 0-661 


The author shows that the thickness of the condensed layer for 
wator and glass does not amount to 0 001 mm. D. B. 

Diffusion of Liquids. By J. Stefan (Wien. Akad. Ber ., 78 [2], 
957 — 975, an (Libid., 79 [2], 161— 214).— In these papers, the author 
enters into a full mathematical discussion of the numerical results 
which have been obtained in the principal experimental researches into 
the diffusion of soluble substances through their liquid solvents. 
Pick ( Pogg - Ann., 94, 59) had pointed out that the formula of the 
propagation of heat in solid conductors were applicable to diffusion 
phenomena ; the formula, which is the starting point of the discussion, 
is therefore 

S = 

l 

where S represents the quantity of salt which has passed through the 
section q in the time t between horizontal strata, the concentration of 
which is represented by and respectively, and their distance by l ; 
]- is a coefficient, depending only on the nature of the salt and of its 
solvent. 

The flrst paper relates to investigations conducted by optical 
methods; those, namely, in which the concentration of the various 
horizontal layers is inferred from the refractive power, or in the case 
of saccharine solutions, from the polarising power. The researches 
chiefly discussed are those of Voit (Pogg. Ann., 130, 227) and of 
Hoppe-Seyler (Medicinisch-chemische TJntersuchungm , I, Berlin, 1806) 
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on sugar solutions; and those ot Johannisjanz ( Wiedemann's Annalen , 
2, 24j and of Pick, on saline solutions. The author’s conclusion from 
the results of the discussion is, that the optical methods of investiga- 
tion are wholly untrustworthy. Not only are they liable to extra- 
ordinary errors, but their inaccuracy may, in certain cases, be con- 
cealed by an apparently tolerable agreement of the results with each 
other and with the theoretical formulae, whilst these results may, never- 
theless, be very far from the truth. The author describes some ex- 
periments of his own to prove that rays of light passing through a 
solution wherein diffusion is proceeding do not retain their hori- 
zontality ; and he remarks that this fact may also be deduced from the 
known laws of refraction. 

The second paper is occupied by a minute discussion of Graham's 
researches ou liquid diffusion (Phil. Trans, for 1861, 188 — 224; Phil. 
Mag . [4], 33, 204 — 233, 290 — 306, 368 — 380). The original paper 
should be consulted for the results of the mathematical discussion of 
the several series of Graham’s experiments, as these do not well admit 
of abstraction. The general conclusion, however, is, that Graham’s 
results do show a satisfactory, and in some relations a remarkably 
close, agreement with theory. R. R. 

Some Chemical Constants. By J. V. Jaxovsky (Wien. Ahuh 
Ber 78 [2], 1004 — 1012). — If by quantivalence we understand the 
maximum capacity of saturation of an atom or of a molecule, the 
quantivalence will then have a constant value, and it will be the 
quotient which results from dividing the atomic weight by the equi- 
valent. Also, the quantivalence of carbon compounds will be equal 
to the sum of the quantivalences of the several constituent elements, 
phis a constant. These laws are illustrated and discussed at large in 
the paper. R. R. 

Limits and Velocities of Chemical Reactions. By A. 
Potilitzin (Her., 12 , 2371 — 2374). — The mutual reaction of bodies 
depends on the atomic weights (which are related to the energy of 
the atomic motion) and on the mass (the number of impacts in the 
unit of time). Reactions are therefore independent of the direction 
of the heat-change produced by the reaction, the speed of the reaction 
only being influenced by the absorption or evolution of heat. A re- 
action between two bodies present in equivalent quantities proceeds 
up to a certain limit, which depends on the occurrence of a state of 
unstable equilibrium between two opposite reactions. Heat-change 
accelerates the motion of the molecules and atoms, and therefore 
causes the limit to be attained more quickly. The commencement of 
a reaction depends on the ratio of the masses of the acting bodies to 
the velocity of the molecular motion. If this be true, the necessity 
of a preliminary heat-change, whether of absorption or of evolution, 
is fully accounted for. T. C. 

Mutual Replacement of the Halogens. By A. Potilitzix 
(B er., 12 , 2369 — 2871). — A continuation of the author’s previous 
work on this subject (ibid., 9, 1027 ; this Journal, 1877, ii, 109). — Bro- 
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rnirifl displaces chlorine from, the anhydrous metallic chlorides, and if 
the bodies he present in equivalent quantities, then the percentage of 
chlorine displaced depends on the atomic weight of the metal, and the 
atomicity of the latter in such a way that 

= constant. 

pE* 

Where A = atomic weight, p = percentage of chlorine displaced, 
and E = the atomicity of the metal. The following table contains 
the results obtained, and from these the above rule was deduced ; — 


RCL 


Li 

Na 

K 

Ag 

A. 

7 

2S 

39 

108 

A 

* T 

1-84 3-80 

5-56 413 

9-78 4-00 

27-28 3-98 

ROlj. 

_A ' 

ph/ 

3- 80 
413 

4- 00 
3-98 




A 

A 


A. 

P‘ 

P ' 


Ga 

.... 40 

2-5 

16-0 

4-0 

Sr 

.... 87 

5-21 

16-7 

4-2 

Ba 

.... 137 

7- 78 

17-6 

4-4 

Hg 

.... 200 

12-02 

16-6 

4-2 

Pb 

.... 207 

12-43 

16-6 

4-1 



rci 3 . 



A. 


A_ 

P' 

A 

Bi 

208 

5-38 

38*66 

4-3 



ECU. 



A. 

P . 

A 

A^ 




P 

pE 3 ’ 

Sn 

118 

1-49 

79-19 

4*9 



BsClg. 



A 

p. 

A 

™ 1 11 S 

_A_ 




P 

pJb>* 

Fe, 

112 

0-72 

155-5 

4*3 


T. C. 

Lecture Experiment. By H. Schulze (Ben, 13, 44—45).— 
This is a description of a simple apparatus to show the liquefaction of 
such a gas as ethyl chloride, and consists of a tube closed at one end 
by a stopcock, and connected at the other by means of a stout 
caoutchouc tube with a reservoir containing mercury, which may be 
raised or lowered. P. P. B. 
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Non-existence of Pentathionic Acid. By W. Spring (Annalen^ 
201, 377 — 380). — A reply to Kessler’s remarks ( Annalen , 200, 256 ; 
this vol., 298) on the author’s research on this subject (Annalen > 
199, 97—115; and this vol., 215), W. C. W. 

Phosphoric Acid. By W. F. Horn ( Pharm . J. Trans . [3], 10, 
468 — 469). — Phosphoric acid may be readily prepared by covering a 
stick of vitreous phosphorus with water, adding a crystal or two of 
iodine and some nitric acid, and allowing the mixture to stand for 
24 — 36 hours. After the oxidation is complete, the solution is eva- 
porated and treated as the Pharmacopoeia directs. The advantages 
presented by this method are economy of material, and consequent 
safety, and the indefinitely large quantities of phosphorus which can 
be oxidised by a very small quantity of iodine. The theory of the 
process is based on the discovery of Brodie (this Journal, 1852, 289) 
that the iodine converts the vitreons phosphorus into the amorphous 
variety, which is oxidised by the nitric acid. This method differs 
from that of Pettenkoffer, who treats phosphorus iodide with water, 
and obtains phosphorous acid, which is oxidised by nitric acid. 

L. T. O’S. 

Sodium Hypophosphite. By Boymond (Pharm. J. Trans . [3], 
10, 407 — 408). — Pure sodium hypophosphite may be prepared by 
treating 25 grams commercial sodium hypophosphite (containing 
phosphite) and 1 gram barium hypophosphite with water, and making 
the volume up to 50 c.c. After some time, 200 c.c. of absolute alcohol 
are added, the mixture allowed to stand, and then filtered from the 
barium phosphite and hypophosphite. The lasfc^ traces of barium are 
removed from the solution by adding the requisite quantity of sodium 
sulphate and 100 c.c. absolute alcohol, and decanting the clear solu- 
tion, which is mixed with 500 c.c. absolute alcohol and sufficient 
absolute ether to allow of the mass being well agitated. Sodium 
hypophosphite is thus completely separated, and, after being collected, 
is dried in a current of air. Thus prepared, the salt is entirely free 
from phosphite, which is always present when the usual methods are 
employed. lx T. O’S. 

Ultramarine Compounds. By K. Beujunn (Annalen, 201, 
262 — 291). — The results of the experiments on the decomposition of 
silver ultramarine (from ultramarine blue) by dilute hydrochloric and 
nitric acids and by solutions of sodium chloride and soda (Bar., 12, 
60, and this Journal, 1879, Abst., 437) show that in this compound 
one-third of the silver is present as sulphide and two-thirds as 
aluminium-silver silicate. On fusion with potassium iodide, the silver 
ultramarine is converted into potassium ultramarine (Ber., 12, 784, 
this Journal, 1879, Abst., 692). By a similar reaction, lithium tdtm- 
mcurme can be prepared. It has a beautiful blue colour, and resembles 
the corresponding potassium and sodium compounds in its properties. 
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When heated with sulphur in a current of air, its colour changes to 
green, and finally to pink. A red compound is obtained by heating 
the blue lithium ultramarine in a current of hydrochloric acid and air, 
but its colour is changed to blue by exposure to sulphur vapour or 
hydrogen. 

By long-continued digestion with an am m oniacal solution of silver 
chloride, blue sodium ultramarine is converted into a yellow compound, 
in which two-thirds of the sodium in the ultramarine have been re- 
placed by silver. On exposure to hydrochloric acid gas, this product 
turns blue. 

The silver can be replaced by au alkali by fusion with an alkaline 
iodide. 

By the action of silver nitrate on green ultramarine at 120°, a 
yellow compound is obtained which bears a strong resemblance to the 
ordinary silver ultramarine, but differs from it in yielding a green 
product on fusion with potassium iodide. W. C. W. 

Spontaneous Oxidation of Manganese Oxides with reference 
to the Manganese Recovery Process. By J. Post ( Ber ., 13, 53— 
56). — The author finds that when a solution of manganese chloride is 
treated with lime water in excess, and a current of oxygen passed 
through the solution, it gradually becomes less alkaline, the man- 
ganese being oxidised at the same time. This he regards as ex- 
plained by the formation in the first place of a manganese oxychlo- 
ride, which is oxidised, with liberation of hydrochloric acid, the 
latter uniting with the alkalis. The existence of an oxychloride is 
supported by the fact that the precipitate formed by adding an alkali 
to manganese chloride contains chlorine, and is decomposed by wash- 
ing and exposure to the air. This formation of an oxychloride the 
author thinks explains the formation of the “red charge” in the 
Weldon process, which takes place when an insufficiency of lime is 
added. The “ red charge ” after washing is found to contain no chlo- 
rine. In this case the oxygen expels the chlorine frcton the molecule 
as hydrochloric acid, and enters it to form a species of anhydride : 
the hydrochloric acid so liberated reacts with an oxide of manganese 
to form manganous chloride. The formation of this latter body has 
been demonstrated by experiment. 

The formation of the “thick charge "takes place in the Weldon 
process when too mnch lime is added and the blast of air is not strong 
enough. This phenomenon is due to the formation of calcium oxy- 
chloride ; for when calcium chloride solution is mixed with twice the 
quantity of slaked lime, and then heated to 60°, a thick mass is 
produced consisting of crystals of calcium oxychloride. 

P. P. B. 

Composition of Weldon Mud and Similar Compounds. 
By J. Post (Ber., 13, 50 — 53). — The author gives some analyses of 
unheated and but slightly washed Weldon mud, which bear out his 
conclusion (Ber. 12, 1454) that the quantity of lime present is smaller 
than is required to form a compound with manganese dioxide. Fur- 
ther, that the compound described by Rammelsberg as (Mn0 2 ) 5 E^0 
(Ber., S, 282), and obtained by heating potassium mauganate, yields 
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after washing much less potash than is necessary for the above 
formula. The author concludes that the existence of a manganous 
acid is doubtful. P. P. B. 


Mineralogical Chemistry. 

The Meteorite of Albarello. By P. Mais&en (Gazzettu, 10, 20). 
— This meteorite, which fell at Albarello in J nly, 1766, has been analysed 
by the author with the following results : — 

Fe. Ni. Co. S. SiO>. EeO. ALO,. MgO. CaO. 

4*332 0*730 0*105 2*364 35*913 24*313 4*479 22*773 2*073 

IC 2 0. 2Ta 2 0. Loss. Mn and Cr. 

0*440 1*637 0*840 traces. 

The silicate soluble in hydrochloric acid appeared to be analogous to 
olivine, and the insoluble silicate to bronzite. C. E. G. 

Niobite from the Isergebirge. By J. V. Janovset (Per., 13, 
139 — 142). — The following minerals are found in the Iser- and Riesen- 
gebirge. I. Niobite, a combination of cofco, coPco . P . OP . coP s . coP« ; 
sp. gr. 5*74. II. Iserite, sp. gr. 4*52, P . Pco . coP . ooPco, cleavage 
ooPoo. III. lserine, sp. gr. 4*742, magnetic ; and IY. Zircon, ooPco . P 
and ooPco . «?P . mPn, ; sp. gr. 4*627 — 4 635 : — 


Nh^Os ..... 

L 

.... 62-64 

II. 

0-44 

m. 

IV. 

Ta*0« 

.... 16-25 

— 

— 

— 

TiO s 

.... 

68-99 

38-84 

— 

FeO 

.... 13-06 

28-57 

29-81 

— 

Pe*0 8 ..... 

. . . 

— 

27-35 

0-53 

MnO 

6-11 

1-41 

3*33 

trace 

ZrO 

.... 0-48 

o-oo 

— 

65-01 

SnO* 

.... 0-41 

— 

— 

0-54 

WOs 

.... 1-01 

— 

— 

— 

HjO 

.... 0-34 

— 

— 

— 

MgO 

SiO* 

.... 

0-32 

1-15 

83-68 


The following numbers show the composition of red and blue 


spindle: — 

Red. Blue. 

A1A 71*37 71*05 

Cr0 3 1*34 — 

MgO 27-11 25-97 

PeO 0-25 336 

MnO — trace. 

W. C. W. 
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Action of PtLOsphonimn Iodide on Carbon Bisulphide. By 
H. Jahn (Ber., 13, 127 — 135). — A new synthesis of methane iq accom- 
plished when a mixture of phosphonium iodide and carbon bisulphide 
is heated at 120 — 140° in a sealed tube from which the air has been 
expelled by carbonic anhydride or carbon bisulphide vapour. A red 
crystalline deposit is formed, and on opening the tube phosphoretted 
hydrogen, marsh gas, and sulphuretted hydrogen are evolved : — 

CS* 4* 4H a = CH* + 2H*S. 

Baeyer (. Amialen , 155, 266) ascribes the formula PI to the red crys- 
talline compound, but it really appears to be a complex molecular 
compound of carbon bisulphide and phosphorus di-iodide, since it is 
decomposed by water, with liberation of sulphuretted hydrogen, and 
with formation of hypophosphorous and hydriodic acids, and of a 
white solid compound having the composition CsSfPeHaOi* 

5CS 2 + 6PI a + 12H a O = Ca&PtjHAa + 3H a S 4- 12HT. 

This substance is also produced bv the action of alcohol on the red 
crystals. When heated in sealed tubes with water free from air, it is 
decomposed according to the equation : — 

CflS^PfHsOia + 6H a O = 7H*S + 5CO a + 4HPO a + P 2 . 

It appears that when phosphonium iodide acts on carbon bisulphide, 
phosphoretted hydrogen, phosphorus di-iodide, and hydrogen are pro- 
duced. 

2 H 4 PI = PH 3 + PI 2 + SH. W. C. W. 

Reactions due to the Presence of Aluminium Bromide and 
Chloride. By G. Gusiavson ( Ber 13, 157 — 159). — The author 
claims priority in reference to Kekule’s explanation (Per., 12, 2280) 
of the conversion of propyl bromide into isopropyl bromide by alumi- 
nium bromide, viz., that the aluminium bromide forms addition-pro- 
ducts with non-saturated hydrocarbons. W. C. W. 

Constitution of DiaUyl. By W. Sorokin (Ber., 12, 2374).— 
Diallyl, on oxidation with potassium permanganate, gives chiefly 
succinic acid, from which its constitution would appear to be repre- 
sented by the formula CH, : CH.CH 3 .CHj.CH I CH* T. C. 

Cyanamide. By G. Pratoritjs-Seidler (J pr. Ohem. [2], 21, 129 ; 
nee this vol., 307). — (I.) The author has investigated the reaction of 
cyanamide with the following compounds : — 

Hydrozylamine Hydrochloride . — The reagents were heated, in alco- 
holic solution, on the water-bath. After removing the ammonium 
chloride which had been formed, as platinochloride, the filtrate 
from the latter, containing excess of platinum chloride, yielded on 
spontaneous evaporation ruby-red prisms of a platinochloride 
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(CN 3 H 6 O.HCl)a.PtCl 4 , i.e., oxy guanidine platinochloride. Cyanamide 
and ammonium chloride react under similar conditions (Erlenmeyer, 
Annalen , 146, 258) to form guanidine, in complete analogy, there- 
fore, to the present case. It was attempted, but without success, to 
isolate a simpler compound of the base, viz. : — (1) by precipitating 
the platinum of the platinochloride in alcoholic solution as sulphide, 
filtering and evaporating; (2) by the action of cyanamide on hy- 
droxylamine sulphate in both aqueous and alcoholic solutions; and 
(3) by the action of cyanamide on hydroxy lamine itself. In the two 
latter cases no decomposition occurred. 

Formic acid was found to react with cyanamide according to the 
equation H.COOH 4* CH.NH* = 00 4- CO(NH 3 ) 3 , cyanamide playing 
the part of a dehydrating agent. 

Lactic add decomposes cyanamide, in alcoholic solution also, with 
formation of urea, probably according to the equation — 

C a H*(OH).COOH 4- CN.NH* 4- EtOH = CONJB* 4- 
Oja4(OH).COOEh 

Phenol was heated with a solution of cyanamide (in anhydrous 
alcohol) ; the result was a polymerisation of the latter, dicyanodxamide 
being formed. 

Salicylic add reacts with cyanamide in presence of alcohol, according 
to the equation : — 

CbB^OH^COOH 4- CIOTH* + EtOH = C 6 H 4 (OH).COOEt + 

CON*H*. 

The isomeric hydroxybenzole acids were without action on cyan- 
amide, even under pressure. 

Thiacetic acid reacts energetically with cyanamide, forming thio- 
carbamide and acetylthiocarbamide. 

(II.) The author further contributes the following to the chemistry 
of tbiocarhamide. That obtained as the product of the last-mentioned 
reaction was observed to melt in tbe first instance at 170° ; but, on 
again heating, it melted at 149°, the latter being the melting point 
observed by Reynolds (Annalen, ISO, 220) ; thiocarbamide prepared 
from ammonium thiocyanate gives the same result : 149° is therefore 
the permanent, although not the original melting point. 

Flatinochlorides. — A mixture of saturated solutions of platinum 
chloride and thiocarbamide yielded microscopic red prisms of the com- 
pound PtCli(CSH 4 NT 2 )s.HCl, as stated and described by Reynolds 
(ibid.). The filtrate from this salt yielded on evaporation yellowish 
prisms of a new platinochloride, (CSH^.HCl^.PtCh. This com- 
pound is soluble in water and in alcohol ; it resists a temperature of 
100°, but cannot be fu$ed without decomposition. The author attempted 
to prepare the compound PtCl^CSHkNa, but without success. The 
corresponding aurochloride was prepared according to Reynolds* direc- 
tions. 

Guprosulphate . — On mixing together concentrated solutions of 
thiocarbamide and cupric sulphate and leaving the solution to evapo- 
rate spontaneously, colourless prisms of the compound (CSH^NjJjCuSGt 
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are obtained. On beating the aqueous solution of this salt, it is decom- 
posed with separation of copper sulphide. 

Thalhosulphate . — The double salt, CSH*N 3 .T1S0*, -was prepared in a 
similar manner. It is only slightly soluble in water and in aicobol. 
The aqueous solution may be boiled without decomposition ; the salt 
melts at 140 — 14*5 3 , but not without decomposition. C. F. 0. 

Normal Propyl Alcohol from GlyceroL By A. Frrz (Ber., 
13, 36). — Amongst the fermentation-products of glycerol, the author, 
besides ethyl and normal butyl alcohol, has also obtained propyl 
alcohol. It boils at 95 — 100°, and the form of the barium salt of the 
acid obtained by its oxidation corresponds with that of barium pro- 
pionate. P. P. B. 

AUylmethylpropyl CarbinoL By Semlianizin (Ber., 12, 2375). 
— This compound, prepared from allyl iodide, zinc, and methyl-propyl 
ketone, is a mobile colourless liquid (b. p. 160°; bar. = 743 mm.), 
smelling somewhat of camphor. It is optically inactive, combines 
energetically with bromine, and is insoluble in water. Its sp. gr. at 
0° = 0*8486 ; at 20° = 0*8345 ; and its coefficient of expansion be- 
tween 0° and 20° = 0*00084 for 1°. On oxidation with chromic mix- 
ture, it is converted almost wholly into carbonic anhydride. 

j S-Methylpropyleihijllactic acid, CMeH 2 .CH 3 .CMe(OH).CHa.COOH, is 
obtained by oxidising the preceding compound with potassium per- 
manganate. It is a thick syrup. The silver, calcium, and barium 
salts are described. T. C. 

Methyl and Ethyl Ethers of Diallyl CarbinoL By Rjabiniv 
(Ber., 12, 2374 — 2375). — These compounds are obtained by the action 
of methyl iodide and ethyl iodide respectively on the sodium compound 
of diallyl carbinol. Both are mobile liquids, of peculiar odour. The 
methyl ether boils at 136° (bar. 763 mm.) ; its sp gr. is 0*8258 at 0°, 
and 0*8096 at 20°; therefore, its coefficient of expansion betweeu 
0 and 20° is 0*0010 for 1°. The ethyl ether boils at 14!?* (bar. 759 mm.) ; 
its sp. gr. is 0*8218 at 0°, and 0 8023 at 20° ; and therefore its co- 
efficient of expansion between 0° and 20° = 0*00121 for 1°, Both 
ethers, on oxidation with chromic mixture, are converted almost 
entirely into carbonic anhydride. On oxidation with potassium per- 
manganate, the methyl ether gives 

&-Methoxytjlidario add , COOH.CH 2 .CH(OMe).CH 2 .COOH, as a 
syrupy liquid, which after some time becomes partly crystalline. The 
calcium, barium, and silver salts are described. T. C. 

Composition of Pyroxylin. By J. M. Eder (Ber., 13, 169— 
186). — After referring to the researches of Hadow (J.pr. Client,., 68, 
51; 68, 15), Bechamp, Wolfram (JDingl. polyt. J., 1878, 230), and 
many others, the author describes the properties of five cellulose 
nitrated. 

Cellulose hesnnitrate, CiaH u 0i(N0 8 ) 6 , is prepared by immersiug dry 
cotton wool in a mixture of 3 volumes of sulphuric acid (sp. gr. 1*845) 
and 1 volume of nitric acid (sp. gr. 1*5) at a temperature of 10° for 24 
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hours. The product is thoroughly washed with cold and finally with 
hot water. 100 parts of cotton yield from 175 to 180 of pyroxylin. A 
small quantity of oxalic acid and other organic compounds remain in 
the nitrosulphuric acid. The gun-cotton contains from 1*2 to 5*8 per 
cent, of penta- and tetra-nitrate, which may be removed by repeated 
digestion with a mixture of ether and alcohol (3:1). 

The hexnitrate is insoluble in ether, alcohol, acetic acid, methyl 
alcohol, ether-alcohol, and ethyl acetate. 

With acetone it forms a transparent jelly, which dissolves in a large 
excess of the solvent. 

Thoroughly washed gun-cotton may be heated at 100° for several 
days without undergoing any change ; its temperature of ignition is 
between 169° and 170°. Attempts to prepare the hexnitrate by treat- 
ing the cotton with nitre and sulphuric acid did not yield satisfactory 
results. 

Cellulose pentanitrate , Ci S H T5 0 6 (N 0 } ) 5 <. is formed, together with the 
tetranitrate, by digesting cotton wool for five hours at the ordinary 
temperature in a mixture of equal volumes of strong sulphuric and 
nitric (sp. gr. 1*4) acids. The product is washed and treated with 
ether to which a small quantity of alcohol has been added ; in a few 
days a gelatinous mass is obtained which is poured into three times 
its volume of alcohol, when the pentanitrate separates out, leaving the 
lower nitrates in solution. 

The pentanitrate can also be obtained by dissolving collodion-cotton 
in nitric acid (sp. gr. 1*4) at 60° ; the turbid solution is cooled down 
to 0°, filtered through asbestos, and the filtrate is mixed with four 
times its volume of sulphuric acid (sp. gr. 1*84), care being taken to 
prevent the temperature of the mixture rising. The acid liquid is 
largely diluted with water and the precipitated pentanitrate collected 
on a filter and purified by solution in alcoholic ether and reprecipita- 
tion by water. 

This compound is insoluble in alcohol and in ether, but dissolves in 
ether-alcohol, in acetic acid, and in ethyl acetate. 

The solution in alcoholic ether leaves on evaporation a transparent 
film ; potash converts it into the dinitrate. 

Cellulose tetra- and tri-nitrates, 0i4Hi 6 0 6 (N0 a )4 and CuHnCVNOj)* 
have not yet been obtained in the pure state. The tetranitrate is insoluble 
in alcohol and in ether, but dissolves in methyl alcohol, ethyl acetate, 
alcoholic ether, and in a mixture of acetic acid and alcohol or acetic 
acid and ether. The trinitrate dissolves freely in ethyl acetate, methyl 
alcohol, and boiling acetic acid. It is slowly dissolved by absolute 
alcohol, and the solution becomes turbid on the addition of ether in 
excess. 

Cellulose dinitrate , C l 3 Hi 30 e(N 0 s) 3 j is formed by the action of am- 
monia or potash on the higher nitrates. It is also prepared by adding 
alcoholic potash to collodion ; the product is diluted with water and 
the aqueous solution neutralised with acetic add, when the dinitrate 
is predpitated. After being dissolved in alcoholic ether, it forms a 
yellowish- white powder which explodes at 175°. It is soluble in alco- 
holic ether, absolute alcohol, methyl alcohol, acetic acid, ethyl acetate, 
acetone, and also in potash, but in the latter case a considerable por- 
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tion of the substance is decomposed. The solution in alcoholic ether 
deposits an opaque film on evaporation. The dinitrate appears to 
form compounds with alkalis which are insoluble in alcoholic ether, 
but dissolve in water. 

The cellulose mononitrate could not be obtained. 

In order to estimate the nitrogen in these compounds the following 
method was employed : — 

0 2 — 0*3 gram of the substance are brought into a flask of 150 c.c. 
capacity, closed by a cork through which passes a tube bent tv ice at 
right angles. To this tube a piece of caoutchouc is attached so that the 
opening maybe closed by means of a pinchcock. The flask, which is half 
filled v ith water, is heated until the air is completely expelled and only 
a small quantity of water remains in the flask. The end of the tube is 
now placed in a concentrated solution of ferrous sulphate in hydrochloric 
acid and the source of heat removed from the flask. The solution of 
ferrous salt is allowed to flow into the flask nntil it is one-third full, 
when tbe tube is closed by tbe pinchcock. A small quantity of water 
is afterwards admitted into the flask in order to wash the iron ont 
of the tube, but care must be taken to avoid the entrance of air. The 
apparatus is heated and the nitric oxide is collected in a graduated 
cylinder filled with a strong solution of soda. The nnmber of cubic 
centimeters of gas at 0° and 760 mm. multiplied by 0 62693 gives the 
milligrams of nitrogen, and multiplied by 1*72649 gives the milligrams 
of nitrogen tetroxide, N 2 0 4 . W. G. W. 

Synthetical Formation of Formic Acid. By V. Merz and J. 
Tibirt^Jl (Ber., 13 , 23 — 33). — The authors have investigated the con- 
ditions under which the formation of formic acid takes place by the 
action of carbonic oxide on eaustic alkalis. They find that the absorp- 
tion of ibis gas by alkalis with production of formic acid takes 
place at about 200°. In order to saturate the soda completely, it is 
best to use it as soda-lime, which must be porous. Another essential 
is that the carbonic oxide must be moist, and further, that the tem- 
perature must not be raised above 220°. Above this temperature the 
formate is decomposed into carbonate and hydrogen. With caustic 
potash or potash-lime, this secondary decomposition takes place below 
220°, and more easily than with soda or soda-lime. Since the absorp- 
tion of carbonic oxide by soda-lime, when the necessary precautions are 
taken, takes place very rapidly, the authors think that formic acid 
might be made on the large scale in this manner. 

Experiments made in the hope of obtaining benzoic acid from 
sodium phenylate and carbonic oxide yielded negative results. Sodium 
ethylate absorbs carbonic oxide at 200°. The investigation of the 
products of this reaction is as yet unfinished. P. P. B. 

Maleic and Malic Acids from a-Dibromopropionic Acid. 
By S. Taktater (Per., 13 , 159 — 161). — A mixture of maleic and malic 
acids is formed when a solution of a-dibromopropionic acid is boiled 
for six hours with potassium cyanide and an excess of potash. The 
acids are obtained from the alkaline solution by acidification with 
hydrochloric acid and extraction with ether, and may be separated 
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by precipitating the maleic acid with barium acetate, when the malic 
acid will be found in the filtrate. 

The barium and calcium malates are crystalline and dissolve readily 
in water. The silver salt is also soluble ; the lead salt is insoluble in 
excess of lead acetate and does not melt in boiling water. The acid 
crystallises in needles (m. p. 100°), which are freely soluble in alcohol, 
ether, and water, in many respects it appears to resemble the isomalic 
acid prepared by Schmoger from isosuccinic acid. W. C. W. 


Etherification of Unsaturated Monobasic Acids. By S'. 
MufSCHUTKitf ( Ber ., 13, 162 — *163). — The initial rate of etherification 
of the unsaturated monobasic acids is greatest for the primary and 
lowest for the tertiary acids, so that in this respect the non-satarated 
acids resemble the saturated. 


Primary unsaturated acids : 

Hydrosorbic acid, C 6 H 10 O 2 

Phenylacetic acid, C 6 H 5 CH>.COOH 

Phenylpropionic acid, C 6 Ha(CH 2 ) 2 .COOH . 

Secondary acids : 

Crotonic acid, CMeH! CH.COOH 

Cinnamic acid, CPhH I CH.COOH 

Tertiary acids : 

Sorbic acid, CaHeOa 

Benzoic acid, Ph.COOH 

Pamtoluic acid, C 6 H t Me.COOH 

Cumic acid, CsH^CaHO-COOH 


Initial 

Limit of 

rate. 

etherification. 

43-0 

70-83 

48-82 

73-87 

40-26 

72-02 

12-12 

72*12 

11-55 

74-61 

7-96 

74-72 

8-62 

72-57 

6-64 

76-52 

6-26 

75-91 


w. c. W. 


Unsatnrated Monobasic Acids with Six Atoms of Carbon. 
By R. Fittig and others (Annalen, 200, 21 — 65 ). — Ethyl crotonic 
Add . — In preparing ethylio dieth oxalate by the action of amalgamated 
zinc and ethyl iodide on ethyl oxalate (Frankland and Duppa, Aimalei t, 
136, 2) the author recommends that the zinc should be only slightly 
amalgamated by a veiy brief immersion in a dilute solution of mercuric 
chloride. The ethylie ethylcrotonate obtained from this by the action 
of phosphorus chloride (for small quantities preferably by Geuther 
and Wackenroder’s method with hydrochloric acid (ZeiU Ohem, 9 3, 
709) need not be separated, bnt may be at once saponified by potash, 
the ethylcrotonic acid set free by acidifying the solution being drilled 
off with steam. 

Ethylcrotonic acid is not attacked by nascent hydrogen from sodium 
amalgam, and combines but slowly with hydrobromic acid. To bring 
about this combination the acid must be saturated at 0° and used in 
large excess (200 c.c. to 10 grams). On standing for some weeks the 
addition product, OsHuBrOs, separates from the mixture as a reddish 
oil, which solidifies when cooled to 0°, and may be dried over sulphuric 
acid and potash (m. p, 25°). 'When this addition-product is treated 
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•with, sodium-amalgam, under suitable conditions (Annalen, 195, 117), 
it is converted into a saturated acid, ObH»Oj (b. p. 194 — 195°). This 
is a colourless oily liquid, which is volatile with steam. Barium and 
calcium salts were prepared and analysed; the latter, (CaHuOj^Ca 
+ H 3 0, is less soluble in hot than in cold water. The ethyl salt, 
CsHnOuEt (b. p. 151*5°), is obtained by dissolving the acid in twice 
its volume of absolute alcohol, and heating this solution with an equal 
volume of sulphuric acid on the water-bath for half an hour. On 
dilution, the salt separates. 

If the formula of ethylcrotonic acid is CH^CH : OEt.COOH, the 
saturated acid derived from it is probably diethylacetic acid. An 
acid of this composition has been prepared by Frankland and Duppa 
(Annalen, 138, 221) by the action of sodium and ethyl iodide on ethyl 
acetate ; by Schnapp (Ber., 10, 1953) by heating a-diethyl-0-hydroxy- 
butyricacid; and by Saytzeff (Annalen, 193, 349), from the cyanide 
corresponding with diethrlcarbinol ; but since this new acid does not 
agree in all points with the description of these chemists, the authors 
name it hifdi oethylcrotonic add . 

A solution of sodium carbonate at once decomposes bromhydro- 
e thy lcro tonic' acid into hydrobromic acid, carbonic acid, and amylene. 
The reaction must be conducted at 0°, as otherwise the amylene is 
almost entirely carried off by the escaping carbonic anhydride. This 
amylene is identical with the hydrocarbon etbflpropylene (b. p. 36°) 
obtained by Wagner and Saytzeff (Annalen, 175, 373; 179, 302) by 
treating the iodide from diethylcarbinol with alcoholic potash, and by 
Wurtz from allyl ipdide and zinc ethyl, but has a higher boiling point 
than other known amylenes (Wischnegradski, Ber., 9, 1028; Annalen, 
190, 328; Le Bel, Bull. Soc . Chim., 25, 546; Gompt. rend., 85, 853; 
Zeidler, Anncden, 186, 245; 197,243; Eltekoff, Ber., 10, 706, 1904, 
2057; 11, 414; Elawifczky, Annalen , 169, 205; 179, 340; Ber., 11, 
992; Etard, Compt. rend., 86, 488). A little ethylcrotonic acid is 
also produced in the reaction together with a third acid of doubtful 
composition. Heating tbe acid with five times its weight of water 
at 100° effects a similar decomposition, but in this case a relatively 
large quantity of ethylcrotonic acid and a little hydroxycaproic acid 
are also formed. As in the case of hromhydrocmnamic acid (Annalen, 
195, 135), therefore, three reactions occur: — 

C 5 H 10 Br.COONa ~ C5U10 *4“ CO3 4- HaBr 
CjHioBr.COONa ~ CjHg.COONh 4* HBr 
CJBEioBr.OOONa 4- H 3 0 = C fi H 10 (OH).OOO^a 4- HBr. 

A solution of ethylcrotonic acid in carbon bisulphide rapidly absorbs 
bromine, and on evaporation dibromethyicrotonic add, C 5 H 9 Br 2 .COOH, 
remains in large crystals (m. p, 80*5°). This acid also is decom- 
posed by a cooled solution of sodium carbonate, or by digestion with 
water at 100° for 24 hours. In both cases, bromamylene, CsHgBr, is 
the principal product; in the latter, on evaporating the water and 
shaking with ether, an acid, C«Hi A, named by the authors hezenic 
add, is obtained in small colourless rhombic prisms which have been 
accurately measured (m. p, 141°). Hexenie acid is probably a homo- 
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logue of glyceric acid ; its salts are nnciystallisable and exceedingly 
soluble in water. 

Hydrosorbic and Sorbic Acids. — Hydrosorbic acid (Annalen, 161, 
309) dissolves with evolution of beat in a solution of hydrobromic acid 
saturated at 0°, and after a few hours monobromocaproic acid , CeH n Br0 2 , 
separates. When washed and dried, it forms a feebly odorous, colour- 
less oil, which does not become solid at —18°, and decomposes on dis- 
tillation. In an analogous way nioniodocaptoic acid , CcHnIOo, may be 
obtained as a colourless oil which turns yellow on exposure to light. 

When sorbic acid is shaken with concentrated hydrobromic acid for 
some days, a light oil, doubtless monobromohjdrosorbic add , at first 
separates, but after a time becomes heavier, sinks and crystallises, 
being converted into dibromncaproir acid , CeHmBr 2 0>, which is de- 
posited from carbon bisulphide or benzene in large clear compact 
crystals (m. p. 68°). 

Isodibromocaproic acid has been prepared by Fittig and Barringer by 
the action of bromine on hydrosorbic acid in a freezing mixture ; the 
two substances may also be brought together in solution in carbon 
bisulphide. It forms a thick uncrystallisable syrup, which decomposes 
slowly in the cold, rapidly at 50°. 

Fuming hydriodic acid dissolves sorbic acid, and after some time an 
oily body is deposited, whilst much iodine is set free. The oily body 
is moniodocaproic acid , CfiH H IO>: the sorbic acid is therefore first 
reduced to hydrosorbic acid, which is then converted into tho iodo- 
acid. Diiodocaproic acid could not be prepared. 

When sodium amalgam is added in small quantities to a very dilute 
solution of monobromocaproic acid, the caustic soda formed being 
repeatedly neutralised with sulphuric acid, it yields a mixture of 
hydrosorbic and normal caproic acids, the latter of which has been 
described by Lieben and Rossi ( Annalen , 159, 75), b. p. 204*5° ; m. p. 
—2° (Frennd, J. pr . Ckem H.F.. 3, 23*2). This experiment proves 
that the addition-compounds of sorbic and hydrosorbic acids must all 
be derivatives of normal caproic acid. 

Boiling water or a dilute solution of sodium carbonate rapidly dis- 
solves monobromocaproic acid : part of the acid is decomposed into 
hydrobromic and hydrosorbic acids, whilst another portion is converted 
into hydroxy cagroic acid , C 8 Hii(0H)02. The former having been re- 
moved by distillation with steam, the latter may be extracted by ether, 
from which it is deposited on evaporation as a brown-yellow syrup. 
Its salts are uncrystallisable and very soluble in water and alcohol, A 
solution of the free acid on spontaneous evaporation appears to leave 
an anhydride, which only redissolves on the addition of much water. In 
this behaviour the acid resembles lactic acid. It is not identical either 
with leucic acid or with the hydroxycaproic acid of Erlenmeyer (Ber,, 
9, 1840), and Ley (ibid., 10, 231), prepared from normal caproic acid, 

Dibromocaproi c acid is decomposed by heating with water at 100°, or 
by warming with sodium carbonate, yielding sorbic acid and a syrupy 
acid which is not volatile with steam. Isodibromocaproic acid, on the 
other hand, is only partially decomposed by prolonged heating with 
water, yielding two acids, both volatile with steam. One of these is 
sorbic acid, the other probably bromhydrosorbic acid. These having 

yol. xxxviii. 2 e 
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been removed by distillation, the residue gave up to ether a liquid non* 
volatile acid. Analysis of a crystalline calcium salt of the acid showed 
that it was probably a liydroxy-hydrosorbate , (CeHgO^Ca + 
Evidently the isodibromocaproie acid is first resolved into hydro- 
bromic and bromhydrosorbic acids: the latter is then decomposed 
partly into sorbic acid, partly into hydroxyhydrosorbic acid. 

Tetrabromocaproie acid (the addition-product of sorbic aqid) is very 
slowly attacked by water. It yields sorbic and brominated acids, 
together with an indifferent oil containing bromine. These products 
were not examined. 

Pyroterebic acid is immediately dissolved by fuming hydrobromic 
acid with evolution of heat. On diluting and distilling, a neutral oily 
body passes over into the distillate, from which it may be separated by 
saturation with potassium carbonate. This body is isomeric with 
pyroterebic acid, and is the internal anhydride of hyd roxy isocapro ic acid, 



terebic bears to diaterebic acid ( Ber ., 7, 649; Annalen , 180, 66). 
With the possible exception of the amidotrimethylbutyllactide of 
Heintz (Anaalen, 189, 231; 192, 329 and 839J, it is the first repre- 
sentative of its class in the lactic series. For this class of anhydrides 
the author proposes the name “ lactones and as examples of lactones 
in other series, he instances paraconic, terebic, aconic, and muconic 
acids, the lactones of itamalie, diaterebic, hydroxyitaconic, and hy- 
droxyhydromueonic acids, respectively. 

Amongst aromatic bodies, umbelhferone, the phthalide of Hessert, 
Zincke’s orfchobenzhydryl benzoic anhydride, Wreden’s oxycamphic 
anhydride, and santonin, are also lactones. It is to be noted that the 
experiments of Henry ( Ber .. 7, 753) have proved that lactide is not a 
lactone, as commonly assumed, bnt is i*eally an anhydride derived from 
two molecules of lactic acid. The neutral reaction and solubility of 
the lactones of the lactic series are probably the cause of their having 
been hitherto overlooked. Like other bodies of its class, the lactone 
of hydroxyisocaproic acid yields a salt of that acid when boiled with 
alkalis. In its formation from pyroterebic acid, an addition-product of 
that acid with hydrobromic acid is probably first formed, viz., bromiso- 
caproic acid, which immediately exchanges bromine for OH: the 
hydroxy-acid then passes into an anhydride. The intermediate brom- 
isocaproic acid may be formed by saturating pure pyroterebic acid 
with dry gaseous hydrobromic acid, and exposing it to the air for some 
lime : colourless crystals then separate in small quantity. These may 
be recrystallised from carbon bisulphide. Cold water does not dis- 
solve them ; hut they are quickly decomposed by warm water. The 
acid was not analysed. Ch. B. 

Methacrylic Acid. By F. Engblhobn (Annalen, 200, 65 — 74).— 
This acid gradually combines with liydriodic acid (Amialen, 188, 59), 
hot not so easily with hydrobromic acid. Much of the acid becomes 
polymerised, unless it is treated with five times its volume of hydro- 
bromic acid and the mixture allowed to stand surrounded by ice. On 
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diluting, a small quantity of oily condensation-products separates, and 
from the residue carbon bisulphide extracts a colourless oil which may 
remain long without solidifying. This the author names /£M>romiso- 
butyric acid (m. p. 22°) to distinguish it from ordinary or a-bromiso- 
butyrie acid (m. p. 45°). Only two isomerides are theoretically 
possible : the a-acid is with certainty CH 3 .CMeBr.COOH ; the j3-acid 
must therefore be CH 2 Br.CHMe.COOH. The iodobutyric acid pre- 
viously obtained also belongs to the series, since its melting point 
(36 a ) is lower than that of the a-bromo-acid, whereas it would be 
higher were they of similar constitution. 

unlike the a-acid (Markownikoff, Annalen, 153, 228), 0-bromiso- 
butyric acid does not yield a hydroxy-acid when boiled with barium 
hydrate, but breaks up into hydrobromic and methacrylic acids. 
Moreover the conversion of the a-acid into hydroxy-acid is never com- 
plete ; in one experiment only 54 per cent, of it underwent this change, 
the remainder yielding methacrylic acid. Hydroxybutyric acid is 
formed in large quantity when sodium carbonate is substituted for 
barium hydrate. 

Methacrylic acid becomes polymerised by distillation (Annalm^ 188, 
47), by long keeping, by the action of acids, and when its aqueous 
solution is heated at 180°. The product in the latter case is a white 
porcelain-like mass, insoluble in all neutral menstrua, but swelling up 
like gum or starch in contact with water. The mixture with water, 
although transparent, yields up the substance on filtration or on heat- 
ing. The substance separated by heating dries up to a brittle trans- 
parent colourless mass, having the composition of methacrylic acid. 
This decomposes at 300° without yielding a trace of methacrylic add. 
The polymeride is a feeble acid ; it dissolves in ammonia and is repre- 
cipitated by hydrochloric acid. Barium and calcium chlorides give 
with the ammoniacal solution white precipitates which coalesce to 
gummy masses, and become very hard when heated, but resume their 
elasticity on cooling. When dried at 100°, these precipitates have the 
composition — 

(C 4 H 5 0 2 ) 2 B& + 2H 2 0 and (0 4 H 5 O s )aCa -f £E 2 0. 

The soluble alkaline salts remain as gums when their solutions are 
evaporated. 

Neither oxidising agents nor fusing potash yield any defined pro- 
ducts with the polymeride. Oh. B, 


Decomposition of the Substitution-products of the Lower 
Patty Acids by Water, By G. 0. Thomson (Annalen, 200, 75 — 87). 
— A solution of chloracetk add is slowly decomposed on boiling, more 
rapidly as the solution is more dilute. A 10 per cent, solution is about 
lialf converted into glycollic acid at the end of 30 hours ; & 5 per cent, 
solution to the extent of 86 per cent, after four days 9 boiling, com- 
pletely after eight days* boiling. 

This affords the simplest process for preparing glycollic acid. It is 
only necessary to evaporate the solution several times with water to 
the state of syrup, and on standing in a desiccator the mass solidifies 
to pure glycollic acid. Occasionally the acid separates from the syrup 
in large transparent deliquescent monodiaic prisms. If the syrup be* 

2 a 2 
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heated too long, it mil on addition of water deposit the anhydride (xn. p. 
128—180°) described by Fahlberg (/. pr. CW, N.F.. 7 , 335) ; but 
even then the solution, on filtration and careful evaporation, will yield 
pure glycollic acid. The anhydride is crystallisable from boiling water, 
although Fahlberg states that boiling water reconverts it into glycollic 
acid. 

a-Bromopropionic acid , prepared by heating propionic acid with 
bromine at 120 — 140° and fractional distillation, is completely con- 
verted into hydrobromic and ethylidene-lactic acids after 30 hours’ 
boiling with water. 

fi-Iudopropionic acid (4 per cent, solution) is completely decomposed 
after 16 hours' boiling with water, yielding 9 ‘5 per cent, of acrylic 
acid and 90*5 per cent, of hydracrylic acid. The former acid may be 
removed by distillation with water : the latter may be separated from 
the hydriodie acid by conversion into calcium salt and precipitation by 
zinc chloride as zinc-calcium double salt (Heintz and Wislicenus). 

a~Bromobutyric acid (Erlenmeyer, Ber., 10, 636) is converted on 
prolonged boiling with water into volatile crotonic acid and non- 
volatile a-hydroxyisobutyric acid (Markownikoff, Annalen, 153, 244). 
The former conld not be obtained in a crystalline form. 

a.~Bromisobufyric acid (m. p. 45 — 46*) in 4 per cent, solution is 
decomposed, after 27 hours’ boiling, into hydroxyisobutyric acid and 
volatile methacrylic acid (=8 per cent.). 

Theoretical Remarks (by R. Fittig). — The above brominated acids (see 
preceding Abstracts) may serve as types of three different classes : — 

1st. Those which are decomposed on neutralisation by sodium car- 
bonate at 0° into nnsaturated hydrocarbon, sodium bromide, and car- 
bonic anhydride, with traces of unsaturated acid and hydroxy-acid. 
Such are, bromhydroethylcrotonic, hromhydrotiglic, and bromhydro- 
einnaraic acids, and the addition-compound of Perkin’s homologue of 
cinnamic acid. 

2nd. Those which are decomposed by boiling water or alkalis, partly 
into nnsaturated acid and hydrobromic acid, partly into hydroxy-acid. 
The former decomposition is predominant in the case of bromisobuty- 
ric acid, the latter in the case of the substitution-products of tbe lower 
fatty acids, bromhydratropic acid, &c. 

3rd. Those which cannot exist in presence of water, but are con- 
verted by it into hydroxy-acids or into lactones. 

As the author has elsewhere pointed out, members of tbe first class 
are derived from acids containing the group 0 I C(H or 0).COOH, 
and contain the bromine and carboxyl united to tbe same carbon atom. 
The gn >und for the second of these statements is, that two of these bodies, 
bromhydrocinnaraic and iodhydrocinnamic acids, are undoubtedly ana- 
logous to Glaser's pbenylactic acid, CH a Ph.CH(OH).OOOH, contain- 
ing Rr in the place of OH. Erlenmeyer. however (Her., 12, 1607), 
gives to bromhy drocinn amic acid the constitution 

CHBrPh.CH 2 .COOH, 

because the corresponding ami do-acid is decomposed by hydrochloric 
acid into ammonia and cinnamic acid, whereas a-alanine, 

CHMe(NH s ).COOH, 
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to which it is closely allied, is not so decomposed. The author replies 
that even /3-alanine has not been proved to undergo a similar change ; 
and, moreover, that a-alanine, although not attacked by hydrochloric 
acid, evolves ammonia when heated with barium hydrate at 180°. 
Erlenmeyer also remarks that brorahydroparacoumaric acid is not con- 
verted by ammonia into tyrosine, CH a Ph.CH(NH 3 ).COOH. Although 
not attaching any value to this objection, the author states that Posen 
in his laboratory has never been able to obtain this bromo-acid, para- 
coumaric acid being invariably converted by hydrobromic acid into an 
anhydride, CisHuOa, analogous to dilactic acid. The chlorostyrenefe, 
to which Erlenmeyer (loc. at.) alludes, have not yet been sufficiently 
examined. 

Only in the case of acrylic and crotonic acids is the constitution of 
their addition-compounds known. Meth acrylic acid is convertible into 
bromisobutyric acid, CH»Br.CHMe.COOH : and since it corresponds 
with atropic acid, the addition-compound of the latter is probably 
CH 2 Br.CHPh.COOH. This latter is not converted into a hydrocarbon 
by sodium carbonate, but passes into atrolactic acid. The bromine 
addition-compound, CH 2 Br.CBrPh.COOH, gives off carbonic anhy- 
dride with the greatest ease. 

The fact that acrylic acid combines with hydrobromic acid to form 
/3-bromopropionic acid, CH 2 Br.CH L .COOH, wonld be in Erlenmeyer’s 
favour, were it not that its homologue, solid crotonic acid, yields a-bro- 
mobutyric acid, CH 2 Me.CHBr.COOH and a-iodobutyric acid (Hemi- 
lian, Annalen , 174, 322) ; and since solid crotonic acid is related to 
cinnamic acid as atropic is to methacrylic acid, bromhydrocinnamic 
acid is probably CH a Ph.CHBr.COOH Erlenmeyer’s view would have 
the undoubted advantage of explaining the formation of unsaturated 
hydrocarbon from these acids without assuming a transfer of hydrogen 
from one carbon-atom to another, thus: CHPhBr.CH>.COONa = 
CHPh. CH 2 + CO a -f* NaBr. 

For hvdrosorbic acid, the choice of a formula lies between 
CHMe I &H.CH 2 .CHi.C 00H and CH*Me.CH a .CH I CH.COOH, either 
of which would explain its decomposition into butyric and acetic acidB, 
and its reduction to normal caproic acid. The first is probably correct ; 
for if the second were so, then either its hydrobromo- or dibromo- 
compound should give off carbonic anhydride when treated with 
alkalis. 

The case of pyroterebic acid is more obscure. Having the consti- 
tution CHMe 3 .CH I CH.COOH (since it is decomposed by potash into 
isobutyric and acetic acids, and is reducible to isocaproic acid) its 
bromhydro-compound might be expected to give off carbonic anhydride 
in contact with alkalis, whereas it actually forms a lactone. The two 
reactions are, however, of the same nature : for both primarily de- 
pend on the union of the bromine-atom with the hydrogen of the 
carboxyl-group, the free bond of the oxygen being in one case trans- 
ferred to the carbon of the carboxyl to form carbonic anhydride, in 
the other to the carbon of the principal chain to form a lactone. 

The peculiarity of constitution which determines the formation of 
lactones in all probability cannot be expressed by our present constitu- 
tional formulae. In the aromatic series the “ ortho ” constitution is 
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commonly supposed to predispose to it. But Perkin ( CJiewi . Soc, J 
1877, 1, 417) has shown that coumarin is the lactone, not of orthocou- 
maric acid, but of an isomeride as yet unknown, salts of which have 
been prepared by W illiam son, and its stable methyl salt by Perkin. 
Santonin, again, is the lactone of santoninic acid, which may be iso- 
lated, but easily decomposes into water and santonin. But this santo- 
ninic acid by long boiling with barium hydrate passes into santonic 
acid, which is perfectly stable and corresponds in all respects to ortho- 
coumaric acid. At present this is inexplicable. Oh. B. 

Structure of Sorbic and Hydrosorbic Acids. By Men- 
schuikix (JBer., 13, 163 — 165). — The low initial rate of etherification 
(7*96) of sorbic acid shows that this acid is tertiary, and the high 
initial rate of etherification of hydrosorbic acid (43 0) indicates the 
primary nature of the latter acid. The author explains the conversion 
of tertiary sorbic acid into primary hydrosorbic acid by reduction with 
sodinm-amalgam, by assuming the existence of a bivalent atom of 
carbon in the former acid, W. C. W. 

jS-Dipropyl- and g-Diethyl-ethylenelactic Acid; Oxidation of 
Allyldimethylcarbinol and DiallylcarbinoL By Schiroxoff 
(2?er., 12, 2375 — 2376). — p-Bipropylethyleneladic add , 
(CMeH 2 .CH 2 ) 2 C(OH).CH 3 ,COOH, 

is obtained by oxidising allyldipropylcarbinol with potassium perman- 
ganate. It is a syrup, which is but sparingly soluble in water, and 
forms a crystalline silver salt. 

8-jDiethylethylenelactic add, CEta(OH).CH 2 .COOH, is obtained in a 
similar manner from allyldiethylcarbinoL It crystallises in needles 
(m. p. 72°). The silver salt forms microscopic needles, whilst the 
potassium salt is not crystalline. 

Allyldimethylcarbinol gives hydroxyvalerianic acid on oxidation 
either with chromic mixture or with potassium permanganate; the 
yield in the latter case, however, is mnch better than in the former. 
Diallylcarbinol on oxidation gives oxalic acid and a non-volatile acid 
which has not yet been investigated. T. 0. 

Stereocanlon Vesuvianum. By M. Coppou ( Qazzdta , 10, 9 — 
12). — This plant, after being thoroughly cleansed from dust and dried 
at 100°, gave 11*16 per cent, of ash of the following composition : — 

SiO s . SO* EeA- AO* CaO. MgO. Kfi. ]*% O. 

46*40 1*07 2U-40 11*13 14*78 2*41 2*25 0*97 

besides traces of phosphoric acid, manganese, &c. 

By macerating the plant with milk-of-lime, precipitating the filtrate 
with basic lead acetate, and decomposing the precipitate with hydro- 
gen sulphide, a reddish-yellow solution was obtained from which ether 
extracted a white crystalline snbstance mixed with a brown resin. The 
crystalline substance after purification melted at about 180°, and on 
analysis gave numbers closely agreeing with those required by the 
fbrmula It would seem therefore to be succinic add 9 but the 
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author thinks it necessary to more completely investigate the proper- 
ties of the substance before pronouncing a decided opinion as to its 
nature. C. E. G. 

Preparation of Pure Dioxyfomaric AcicL By S. Tanater 
(Her., 13, 159). — In order to separate dioxyfumaric acid from oxalic 
and fa marie acids, the mixture of free acids is digested with freshly 
precipitated nickel oxide and filtered whilst hot. The liquid on cool- 
ing deposits crystals of nickel dioxyf nmarate, which may be purified by 
recrystallisation. W. 0. W. 

Formation of ^-Methyloxyglutarie Acid from Diallylmethyl- 
carbinol. By W. Sorokin (Ber., 12, 2374). — fi-3£ethyloxyglu£aric acid 
is obtained by the oxidation of diailylmethylcarbinol with potassium 
permanganate. It has the consistence of a syrup, decomposes car- 
bonates, and forms salts, of which only those of silver and copper are 
crystalline. The copper salt, (CsHtAJaCu + CuH 3 0* + H-O, crys- 
tallises in small plates. Its mode of formation indicates the following 
constitution for the acid : — COOH.CH 2 . CMe(OH) .CHo.CO OH. 

T. C. 

Ethyl-carbamide and some of its Derivatives. By B. Leuokart 
(J. pr. Ohem. [2], 21, 1 — 38). — The author has not been able by his 
numerous experiments to show that the etbyl-carbamides, obtaiifed 
from ethyl cyanate by the action of ammonia, and from ethylamine 
cyanate by the re-grouping of its elementary constituents, are isomeric 
and not identical bodies : but it must be noted that accurate quantita- 
tive researches on their relative solubilities, and crystallographic 
measurements have not been fully carried out. 

The nature of the diphenyl-carbamide obtained from both bodies by 
heating with aniline, and of the diphenyl-biuret prepared by the same 
reaction from the ether of ethyl-allophanic acid, as well as the consti- 
tution of the acetyl-ethyl and benzoyl-ethyl compounds, renders it 
probable that if urea is to he regarded as the amide of carbamic acid, 
both ethyl compounds must be considered to be ethylamides of the same 
acid. 

It is possible that the tolerably high temperature which comes into 
play in the formation of the amide of ethyl-carbamic acid converts it, 
as well as the ethyl-ammonium cyanate, into the more stable ethyl- 
amide of carbamic acid. The author had intended to include in his 
investigations the products which, are formed by tbe action of am- 
monia on the ether of ethyl-carbamic acid, and of ethylamine on ethyl 
carbamate, but was unable to do so. 

If an ether of ethyl-carbamic acid containing phosphorus could be 
obtained by the action of ethylphosphiue on ethyl chlorocarbonate, and 
from this by the action of ethylamine a diethyl-phospho-carbamide, and 
on the other hand if ethyl cyanate would combine with ethylphosphine 
to form diethyl-phospho-carbamide, the first body would probably be 
derived from ammonia, whilst the second would have the character- 
istic properties of a phosphine. 

Ethyl-carbamide itself closely resembles ordinary urea in nearly all 
its reactions; it unites with acids to form salts, and combines with 
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metallic oxides. Acted on by ethyl chlorocarbonate, it yields an ether 
of ethyl allophanic acid, and under the action of acid chlorides ethyl- 
carbamides with acid radicles are formed, closely resembling the 
corresponding compounds of ordinary urea. It resembles nrea in its 
behaviour with oxidising agents and on addition of water, but it 
differs in this, that condensation products resembling biuret cannot be 
obtained from it : when heated, it passes directly into a mixture of 
ethers of cyanuric add. The melting point of ethyl-carbamide and its 
compounds generally is lower, but their solubility, especially in ether, 
is greater than that of the compounds of ordinary urea : the specific 
gravity of urea i* also slightly lowered by the substitution of alcohol 
radicles for hydrogen. G. T. A. 

Synthesis of Cumene. By A. Liebmaxn (Ber., 13, 45 — 46 ). — By 
the action of an ethereal solution of zinc methide on benzal chloride, 
the author has obtained cumene, C 9 H 12 . It boils at 152 5 — 153 °, its 
sp. gr. at 1 / * 5 ° is 0 * 86576 . The snlphonic adds prepared from this 
hydrocarbon and its barium salt agree in their properties with those 
prepared from cumene, and this would therefore seem to be isopropyl- 
benzene. P. P. B. 

Crystallographic Constants of some Benzene Derivatives. 
By G. La^Valle (Oazzetta, 10 , 1 — 6 ). — Nitro 1 : 2:3 tribromobemme , 
CsBUBr^NOs. The crystals obtained by slow evaporation of the alco- 
hol and ether solution belong to the triclinic system a : b : c = 
1*00552 : 1 : 0 * 48230 . Observed forms 010, 001, 100, 120, 101 , 122 ; 
combinations 010, 001, 100, 120, 101, 12*2 ; cleavage parallel to 100 ; 
dichroism feeble. 

IFitro 1 : 3 diiodobejizene , CeHsla.ITOo. Tbe sulphur-yellow crystals 
obtained by slow evaporation of the alcoholic solution, mixed with 
very little ether belong to the trimetric system a : b : c = 0*64734 : 
1 : 0 * 45819 . Observed forms 010, Oil, llo ; combinations 010 , Oil, 
100 ; cleavage parallel to 110. 

Mononiirochlorophenal, CaKaClfNO^.OH. Lemon-yellow crystals be- 
longing to the monoclinic system a:b:c = 2*8293 : 1 : 1 * 50923 . w = 
+ S: + S = 112° 29 '. Observed forms 100, 101, 001, 101 , 110, 112 : 
combinations 100, 101, 101, 110, 112 and 100, 101, Id, 110 ; fracture 
vitreous. ^ The plane of the optic axis is parallel to the plane of sym- 
metry ; dichroism feeble. 4 

Dinitroiodubenzene , CgHjI (1^02)3. Two of these were examined : the 
first was obtained by the action of nitric add on [I : K0 3 = 1:2] 
nitroiodohenzene. The sulphur-yellow crystals belong to the tridinic 
system a :h:c = 1 * 63461 : 1 : 0 * 939687 . Observed forms 001, 100, 
^*P» 101, Oil, 101, Sol; deavage perfect parallel to 

110. The pinacoids 190 , 010 , are striated parallel to their intersec- 
tion; dichroism scarcely sensible. The dimtro derivative obtained 
from 1 : 4 nitroiodobenzene by the action of ‘nitric acid, when ex- 
amined cry stallographically gave results almost identical with those 
311st described, and there can be no doubt but that the minute differences 
observed were due to the presence of a small quantity of some impurity. 

O B G 

AaettKd Derivatives. By P. Lasdolph ( Ber 13, 144—148)’.— 
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Boronfluoride decomposes boiling anethol, with formation of anisol, 
and anethol dihydride , Ci 0 H u O.(b. p. 220°). Anethol tetrahydride or 
cmethoL camphor, CioHisO, is obtained together with anisaldehyde by 
oxidising anethol with nitric acid. This compound boils at 190 — 193 , 
and yields on oxidation with sulphnric acid and potassium dichromate 
an acid crystallising in long needles (m. p. 175°), probably anisic acid. 
The tetrahydride is converted into the hex hydride, Ci 0 H 18 O, by heating 
with alcoholic potash in sealed tubes ;♦ a potassium salt crystallising in 
needles is also formed at the same time. The hex hydride is a syrupy 
liquid at the ordinary temperature. It boils at 198°, and solidifies at 
0°, forming needle-shaped crystals, which melt at 19°. 

Two compounds are produced by the action of alcoholic potash on 
anethol in sealed tubes, viz., 0 I6 Hi 6 0 3 and CuHi 6 0 2 . The former is 
sparingly soluble in hot water, but dissolves freely in alcohol, ether, 
and benzene, and is volatile in a current of steam. The crystals melt 
at 87°. The acetate of this diphenol is a yellowish syrupy liquid, 
which is easily decomposed by heat. 

The compound, CuHi 6 0 2 , is a yellow brittle resin (m. p. 65°), not 
volatile in a current of steam. 

The acetate, CisH^O*, is a reddish-yellow resin (m. p. 40°). 

Two substances are also formed by the action of alcoholic potash on 
monochloranethol, prepared by treating anethol with phosphorus 
pentaehloride. The chief product is a colourless liquid, CisEUoOs, 
of ethereal odour. It is insoluble in water and potash, and boils at 
270°. 

The second product, a liquid soluble in potash, has not been obtained 
in the pnre state. W. C. W 

Resorcinol Isosuccinein. By J. Rosicki (Ber., 13, 208—209). 
— This compound is prepared by heating at 120 — 150° a mixture of 
isosuccinic acid, resorcinol, and sulphuric acid. The unaltered iso- 
suecinic acid and resorcinol are removed from the crude product, by 
treatment with boiling water ; the residue is dissolved in ammonia, 
and reprecipitated by hydrochloric acid. Resoreinol-isosuceineln, 
OwHwOa, is a yellowish-brown amorphous substance, soluble in alco- 
hol, in ether, and in alkalis. In the latter case, a liquid having a 
faint red colour and green ttuoresoence is formed. 

The isosuccinic acid used in these experiments was prepared by- 
boiling a-bromopropionic acid (Friedel and Machuea, Annalen, 120, 
286) with 2 parts of potassium cyanide dissolved in 4 parts of water. 
The cyanopropionic acid obtained in this way is converted into pro- 
pionic acid by the usual method. W. O. W, 

Bromine Derivatives from Qninone. By Sarauw ( Ber 13, 
209). — A mixture of mono- and dibromo-quinols is formed by the action 
of concentrated hydrobromic acid on solid quinone. Under certain 
conditions an acetic acid solution of quinone yields only the mono- 
prodnct. Dibromoquinone is prepared by bringing together equal 
molecules of bromine and qninone, also by the action of 2 molecules 
of bromine on one of quinol. Tehabromoquinol is formed when 
bvomanil is heated with hydrobromic acid. W. G. W. 
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Action of Sulphur on Phenylbenzamide. By A. W. Hofmann 
(B ar., 12, 2Sb9—2'SdB).—£emylar>iidophenyl mercaptan, C 13 H 9 NS, is 
obtained by boiling 1 part of sulphur with 2 parts of phenylbenza- 
mide for several hours, thus: CisHnNO + S = CiaHgNS + H z 0. It 
crystallises from alcohol in colourless needles (m. p. 115° ; b. p. = 
about that of mercury). It distils without decomposition, and is 
soluble in ether and in carbon bisulphide. It has feeble basic proper- 
ties, dissolving in acids to form .salts, which are decomposed on addi- 
tion of water. The platino- and auro-chlondes are described, the 
latter having the composition, 2[CisHgNS.HCl]AuCl3. The free base 
has an agreeable odour of tea-roses and geraniums, which is consider- 
ably increased on warming. Its constitution is represented by the 

formula: CJEI*^ ^CPh, the nitrogen being in the ortho-position 


as regards the sulphur. This substance is therefore analogous to 
the compound which Ladenburg obtained ( Ber ., 9, 1524; 10, 1123) by 
the action of benzoic chloride on orthamidophenol, for it merely con- 
tains sulphur in place of oxygen. On fusion with potash, it gives 
benzoic acid and amidophenyl mercaptan , CfrH^NHO.SH [ 1 : 2 ], the 
latter of which undergoes oxidation on exposing its solution to the air, 
crystals of the bisulphide , (CJE^-NH^oS*, being deposited ; this reaction 
takes place more readily if a feeble oxidising agent such as ferric 
chloride is used ; when this latter agent is employed, the bisulphide- 
hydrochloride is first obtained. The hydrochloride crystallises in 
plates, which are difficultly soluble in very dilute hydrochloric acid, 
but easily soluble in hot water. By decomposition with ammonia, it 
gives the bisulphide crystallising in plates (m. p. 93°), which are in- 
soluble in water, but soluble in boiling alcohol. Reducing agents 
convert it into the mercaptan. This bisulphide is isomeric with the 
pseudo-dithioaniline (m. p. = 79°), obtained by E. B. Schmidt (ibid., 
11 , 1168) by the action of sulphur chloride on acetanilide. 

An impure amidophenylmercaptan has already been obtained by 
Glutz and Schrank (J. pr. Uhem., 2, 223). T. 0. 


Constitution, of Nitrosodimethylmetatoluidine. By C. Riedel 
(Ber., 13, 126 — 127). — Dimethyltolyienediainine obtained by the re- 
duction of nitrosodimethylmefcatoluidine, yields on oxidation with sul- 
phuric acid and manganese dioxide, a crystalline compound (m. p. 67°) 
which is identical with the toluquinone, which NieizH (Ber., 10, 833, 
and this Journal, 1877, ii, 475) prepared from paramidotoluene. This 
shows that dimethylfolylenediamine is a dimethyl derivative of par- 
amidotoluene, and since this body was obtained by the reduction of 
nitrosodimethylmetatoluid Ine, the nitroso-group must occupy the para- 
position with regard to the amido-group in the latter compound. The 
constitution of nitrosodimethylmetatoluidine is consequently — 

0 8 H a Me(HO).NMe a [Me : NO : NMe* = 1:2:5]. 

W. 0. W. 

Ortho- and Para-tolnidine Derivatives. By Gr. Stmts (Ber., 
13 , l$b~l&)>—OrthotolyltkiowTbamid% HJNT.CS.NH.C 7 H,, obtained 
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by the action of ammonia on orthotolylthiocarbimide (b. p. 236°), melts 
at 155°, and is soluble in hob water and in alcohol. The* $am- com- 
pound crystallises in thick needles (m. p. 182°), which are soluble in 
hot water and alcohol. 

Ortho tolylethyUhlocarb am >de, HEiN.CS.NH.C7H7, prepared by treat- 
ing tolylthiocarbimide with ethylamine, crystallises in pale yellow 
prisms (m. p. 84°), which dissolve in alcohol and ether, but are in- 
soluble in water. The para-compound forms crystalline plates (m. p. 
93 ) soluble in ether and m boiling water. 

Orihotolylphenylthiocarbamide , HPhN.CS.NH.C7H7 (m. p. 139°), 
crystallises in yellow needles freely soluble in alcohol and ether. Para- 
to lylphenyltMocarbamide (m. p. 137°) is sparingly soluble in water and 
easily soluble in alcohol and ether. 

Orthotolylglycocine , C7H7.NH.CH2.COOH, is produced when ortho- 
tolnidine monochloracetate is boiled with water for 15 minutes, and 
is deposited from the mixture on cooling in white acicular crystals 
(m. p. 150°). Orthotolylglycocine forms a crystalline compound with 
copper salts ; it reduces nitrate of silver solution, and throws down a 
red precipitate when boiled with ferric chloride. 

Awtortkohomoparoxybenzaldehyde , C 8 H i Me(OAc).COH, is obtained 
in needle-shaped crystals (m. p. 40°) by adding an ethereal solution of 
acetic anhydride to the potassium salt of orthohomoparaoxybenzalde- 
hyde. W. C. W. 

A New Base. By E. P. Smith (Her., 13, 33— 34).— -By the per- 
chlorination of toluene, the author has obtained a carbon chloride, 
OjiClw, which crystallises in large colourless prisms, m. p. 152 — 158° 
{Am. Phil. Soc May 4, 1877 ; Jahresb ., 1877, p. 420). By the 
action of this chloride on aniline in sealed tubes at 180°, the new 
base is obtained. It is easily soluble in water and other solvents, 
and has been obtained from concentrated aqueous solutions in thin 
leaflets, which blacken at 225° and melt at 230°. When warmed with 
aqueous solution of chromic acid, it is converted into a reddish-brown 
mass, only sparingly soluble in water, bnt soluble in alcohol with au 
intense red coloration. The new base forms well crystallised salts; 
the hydrochloride forms long thick needles, easily soluble in alcohol 
and water. P, P. B. 

A Series of Aromatic Bases Isomeric with the Thiocarbi- 
mides. By A. W. Hofmann (Ber., 13, 8 — 22).— The author has 
already described (this Journal, 1879, Abstr., 805) the production of 
cbloropheuyltbiocarbimide, C7H4OINS. It is a liquid which crystal- 
lises on cooling (m. p. 24°). It has basic properties; its solution in 
concentrated hydrochloric acid is precipitated by gold and platinum 
chlorides, the double salt so formed being decomposed by water, form- 
ing cbloropbenyltbiocarbimide. 

Chlorophenylthiocarbiraide iB decomposed by water at 200°, aniline, 
hydrochloric acid, carbonic anhydride, and sulphur being amongst the 
products of the reaction. 

Ofi^oront^op/ien^ltAic)car 5 imi 3 e, C 7 H3C1(N0»)NS, is obtained by the 
action of nitric acid on the solution of the thiocarbimide in concen- 
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trated sulphuric acid. It crystallises in yellow needles, m. p. 192°, 
and is destitute of basic properties. The chlorine in this compound 
may he replaced, e.g., by aniline, forming a compound melting 
at 247°. 

Ethoxy phenylthiocarbimide is obtained by treating the chlorophenyl- 
thiocarbimide with solution of sodium ethylate in alcohol. It forms 
at first an oil, which finally becomes crystalline, m. p. 25°. It has 
feeble basic properties, being dissolved by hydrochloric acid, and yields 
unstable auro- and platino- chlorides. 

Areto nji th etuj 1th iocarb imtde, C 7 Hi(OAc)!SfS, is obtained by beating 
liydroxyphenylthiocarbiinide (loc. cit.) with acetic anhydride. It crys- 
tallises from alcohol in prisms, and from hot acetic acid in needles, 
melting at 60°. It has no basic properties. 

Amiduphenyltldocarbiiiiide (loc. cit.) is precipitated from its alcoholic 
solutions in shining leaflets melting at 129°. It may be distilled with- 
out decomposition. It is a feeble base, dissolving in concentrated 
acids. Platinum and gold chlorides precipitate its hydrochloric acid 
solutions ; the double salts so obtained are not decomposed by water. 
The platinochloride has the composition [C 7 Hi.(i^H 2 )NS HCljaPtCl* 

AuiliJophenylthincarbimide (loe. cit ) after repeated crystallisation 
melts at 159°, not 15 7 3 as formerly stated. It is very stable, may be 
distilled, and is not decomposed by boiling with alkalis or acids. Its 
platinochloride has the composition [C 7 H 4 (hrBG?h)NS.B[01]2PtCl4- 

Tke I . 2, 1 . 3, and 1 . 4 cbloranilmes were converted into carba- 
mides by means of carbon bisulphide, and the corresponding chloro- 
X)henylthiocarbimides obtained from them. 

1*2 chloraniline yields a thiocarbamide (m. p. 145 — 146°), and a 
solid thiocarbimide (m. p. 44 — 4*5°, b. p. 249 — 250°). 

1*3 chloraniline yields a thiocarbamide (m. p. 121 — 122°), and a 
liquid thiocarbimide (b. p. 249 — 250°). 

1*4 chloraniline yields a thiocarbamide (m. p. 168°), and a solid 
thiocarbimide (m. p. 44*5°, b. p. 249 — 250°). 

None of these chloropheuylthiocarbimides exhibit the same properties 
as that prepared from phenylthiocarbimide (loc. cit). The chlorine 
in this compound maybe replaced by hydrogen, e.g when it is treated 
with tin and hydrochloric acid or hydriodic acid and phosphorus, and 
thus a new base is obtained isomeric with phenylthiocarbimide and 
phenylthiocyanate. 

This base, C 7 H 5 NS, is a liquid heavier than water, in which it is 
scarcely soluble; alcohol and carbon bisulphide dissolve it easily. It 
has a burning taste, and an odour resembling that of the pyridine 
bases. It boils at 230°. It forms salts, and its hydrochloride yields a 
crystalline, sparingly soluble platinochloride, [C 7 H 5 N’S.HCl] 2 PtCl 4 , and 
an auroehloride, C-H^S HCLAuCb, also double salts with tin and mer- 
curic chlorides. Moreover, this base differs from phenylthiocarbimide, 
insomuch as the sulphur is not removed by alkalis or by lead. It 
forms addition-products with bromine and with methyl iodide; the 
latter crystallises in needles melting at 210°, and having the formula 
CtHaNS.MeL The base, treated with phosphorus pentachloride, yields 
the original chlorophenylthiocarbimide. 
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Phenyl-phenyltMocarbimide , C 7 H 4 (C 6 H 3 )IS’S- — This body is obtained 
in small quantities when phenylthiocarbimide is heated with benzoic 
chloride at 250—300°, thus: C 7 H 5 ]SrS. + PhCOOl = AH 4 PhNS + 
CHOC1. It crystallises from alcohol in beautiful needles having the 
odour of roses and geraniums. This body is identical with that ob- 
tained by the action of sulphur on phenylbenzamide (this vol., p. 386). 

The new base, C 7 H 5 NS, when fus^d with alkalis is resolved into 
formic acid and amidophenyl mercaptan, and further it may be pre- 
pared by heating these two compounds together. Therefore it is 


methenylamidophenyl mercaptan , 


<v 


The author has prepared the amido-mercaptans from the 1 . 2, 1 . 3, 
and 1 . 4 nitrobenzenesulphonic acids described by Limpricht (Anna- 
Jen , 177, GO). 

1 . 2 CfiH 4 (N‘ 0 3 ).SOjH gave an amide, CeH^fNOaJ.SO^NT^ni.p. 188°, 
which on reduction gave an amido-mercapfcan. Similarly 1 . 3- 
CeH^fNOaJ.SOiH yielded an amide, m. p. 164°, and finally 1 . 4- 
C 6 H 4 (N 0 ) 2 .S 0 8 H gave an amide, m. p. 131°, from both of which amides 
mercaptans were obtained by reduction. The mercaptans from 1 . 3 
and 1 . 4 nitrosnlphonic acids are not acted on by acids or by acid chlo- 
rides, whereas the 1 . 2 mercaptan when heated with formic acid yields 
the base GjHsNS. Thus the constitution of this base being repre- 
sented by the above formula, those of the chloro-, hydroxy-, and 
amido-derivatives are as follows : — 




C.OH. 



And the formation of the chloro-derivative from the thiocarbimide 
may be represented thus : — 


c 6 m : o : s + oi s = : cclsci 


= CJS/N 
x s x 


C 1 + HCI. 


The following homolognes of methenylamidophenyl mercaptan have 
been prepared : — 

Mhenylamidopkenyl mercaptan , CJE 7 NS, is obtained by the action of 
acetic anhydride on the amidomercaptan. It resembles the methenyl 
compound in its properties, and boils at 238°. The platinochloride, 
(CfiH-JTS.HClJjPtCU, forms yellow needles. 

Propenylamidophenyl mercaptan , 0 9 H»NS, obtained from the amido- 
raercaptan and propionic chloride. It is a colourless heavy liquid, 
boiling at 252°. Its platinochloride forms large prisms. 

Pentenyl amidophenyl mercaptan , CuHisNS, is obtained from the 
amidojnercaptan and valeric chloride. It has less marked basic 
properties than the lower homolognes ; its platinochloride is obtained 
as a crystalline precipitate by treating the alcohol solntion with 
hydrochloric acid and platinnm chloride. P. P. B. 


Some Azo-derivatives. By F. Stebbins (Ber., 13, 43 — 44). — 
Azobenzenetrinitro-oxybenzene, CsH J .N a .C < H(N’O a ) s .OH, is obtained by 
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treating an alcoholic solution of picric acid with diazobenzene nitrate. 
It is an unstable compound, crystallises in long brown prismatic 
needles, having metallic lustre ; when heated to 70° it explodes. It 
is insoluble in cold water, slightly soluble in hot water, and easily in 
alcohol. It dyes silk and wool orange-yellow. 

Azobenzmepurogallol , CeHfi.N^CgHaCOHh, is obtained by treating an 
alkaline solution of pyrogallol with diazobenzene nitrate. When 
crystallised from glacial acetic acid, it forms small red needles, inso- 
luble in water, but easily soluble in alcohol and in nitrobenzene. 
It also dyes silk and wool orange-yellow. P. P. B. 

Dye-stuffs of the Rosaniline Group. By E. and 0. Fischer 
( ])er ., 12, 2344 — 2353). — In a previous communication ( ibid., 800), 
tbe authors described a green dye-stuff obtained from paranitro- 
benzoic chloride and dimethylamline ; tbis they considered to be the 
paranitro-derivative of malachite green. By reduction with zinc-dust 
and acetic acid, tbis body gives a violet dye-stuff very similar to the 
violet derivatives of rosaniline. On further reduction, a lenco-base is 
obtained, which appears to be a methylated leuco-aniline. This on 
oxidation yields a violet-red dye, and by beating with methyl iodide 
gives an ammonium base as a final product identical with the com- 
pound obtained from paraleucaniline in a similar way. The final 
methylated product of ordinary leucaniline is a nono-, and not an 
octo-methylated compound, as stated by Hofmann and Girard (tbid., 
2,448). 

Nunomeiliylaied 'paraleucaniline, C 19 Hi 3 Meg(MeI)j, crystallises from 
hot water in colourless needles, and possesses properties similar to 
those of its homologue. On heating the iodide, it loses methyl iodide, 
and is partially converted into methyl violet. These properties are 
also exhibited by the body obtained from the lenco-base of paranitro- 
bitter almond oil green by heating with methyl iodide and methyl 
alcohol at 100 — 110°. 

The ammonium iodides of both compounds when heated quickly in 
capillary tubes assume a feeble blue colour, and melt with evolution 
of gas at 185° to a dark violet-blue liquid. They are therefore iden- 
tical, and the relative position of the three nitrogen groups in the 
green nitro-compound is the same as in pararosaniline, and farther, it 
is very probable that the two amido-groups have the same position as 
in malachite green, there being in fact no essential difference between 
the constitution of the two bodies. Their direct conversion by reduc- 
tion into a violet methylated rosaniline derivative shows that the 
whole class of dye-stuffs derived from bitter almond oil green has a 
constitution similar to that of rosaniline. 

From considerations for which the original paper must be consulted, 
it appears that the colour-forming group in all the basic derivatives of 
triphenyl carbinol is essentially the same. 

In regard to the cause of the difference in colour of methyl- violet 
and methyl-green, the following conclusions are drawn : — Since the 
colour of the paranitro-benzaldehyde green is not essentially different 
from that of benzaldehyde oil green, it would seem tha t the colour is 
independent of the nitre-group ; but when the latter becomes an 
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amido-group, the green changes to reddish- violet. The two methylated 
amido-groups in benzaldehyde green are therefore the canse of the 
greeif colour, and these, when in combination with a third amido- 
group present in the para-position, give a red. When, however, this 
third amido-group is destroyed, the green colour is reproduced, as is 
the case when the third amido-group is changed into a quaternary 
ammonium-group, which, like the nitro-gronp, is without influence on 
the colour, but increases the solubility of the dye-stuff. 

Hofmann’s (ibid., 7, 864) tri-iodomethylated trimethylrosaniline is 
totally different from methyl-green. T. 0. 

Safranine. By R Besdschedleb (Her., 13, 207 — 208 ). — Safranine 
is best prepared by the action of potassium chromate on a dilute boil- 
ing solution of paradiamidotoluene hydrochloride (1 mol.) and ortho- 
or para-toluidine hydrochloride (2 mols.). On neutralising the liquid 
with sodium carbonate, the safranine remains in solution. A similar 
colouring matter is produced by oxidising a mixture of dimetbyl- 
phenyldiamine (1 mol.) and aniline hydrochloride (2 mols.). The 
alcoholic solution which is strongly fluorescent dyes silk bright red. 

By oxidising a cold dilute hydrochloric acid solution of dimethyl- 
phenylenediamine (1 mol.) and dimethylaniline (2 mols.) in presence 
of zinc chloride, beautiful crystals are produced, having a cuprous 
or green lustre. The aqueous solution has an intense green colour; 
when heated with aniline hydrochloride, it yields a reddish -violet 
fluorescent liquid. W. C. W. 

Colouring Matters from Purforaldeliyde. By H. Schiff 
( Annalen , 201, 355 — 369). — Furfuraldehyde combines with 2 mole- 
cules of diphenylamine at 150° to form an oily liquid, which solidifies 
at 0° to a crystalline mass. With hydrochloric acid this snbstanee 
yields a bronze-coloured compound, which dissolves in alcohol, forming 
a deep-red coloured solution. The hydrochloride is unstable, and cannot 
be purified by recrystallisation. 

When an alcoholic solution of metauitraniliue and furfuraldehyde is 
gently warmed, the compound CaH^N^^.NHo.CsHiOs separates out 
as a chrome-yellow crystalline crust. The hydrochloride of this base 
crystallises in small plates, having a metallic lustre. The deep car- 
mine colour of the alcoholic solution is destroyed by strong hydro- 
chloric acid. 

Hydruxyfutfuraniline is deposited in pale yellow prisms, when 
aqueous solutions of furfuraldehyde and paramidophenol are mixed 
together, C 6 H i (OH).NH 3 + C fi HA = H a O + C t E< l (OH)NT.C*H*0, 

The crystals are soluble in alcohol ; they melt at 180°, undergoing 
decomposition. The hydrochloride could not be obtained by direct 
union of the base with hydrochloride acid, but it may be easily pre- 
pared by evaporating at 60°, an alcoholic solution or the base con- 
taining a small quantity of ammoninm chloride. It forms a beetle- 
green crystalline mass, sparingly soluble in water, but ‘dissolving freely 
in alcohol, producing a red solution. 

THfurfnrotolyleiiediamin e y G 7 H«Nj ( CcH*0) a , prepared by adding fnr- 
fnraldehyde to an alcoholic solution of metatolylenediamine, crys- 
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tallises in orange- coloured needles, which decompose at 120° without 
melting. The carmine-coloured hydrochloride is soluble in alcohol 
and in water, but is decomposed by a large excess of the letter solvent. 
The platinochloride has the composition, HiPtCle-CTHioKa^CsBUCh. 
The preparation of furfurobenzidine (CoH i N) 2 (Ct3.iO) 2 resembles that 
of the preceding base. It forms pale yellow needles, which are only 
sparingly soluble in water and in cold alcohol, but dissolve freely in 
benzene. The salts of furfurobenzidine are very unstable ; they form 
carmine-coloured alcoholic solutions. The hydrochloride has the com- 
position C22H10N2.2CpH4O3.2HCl. 

Fi irfuramitl obex zoic add , C c H4(NH 3 )COOH C5H4O2, is deposited in 
dichroic needle-shaped crystals, when fnifnraldehyde is added to an 
aqneons solution of amidobenzoic acid. The compound is soluble in 
alcohol, forming a red solution. It has neither acid nor basic pro- 
perties. If in the preceding reaction a salt of amidobenzoic acid is 
used instead of the free acid, no colonred derivative is obtained until 
hydrochloric acid is added to the mixture. 

Amidoeinnamic and the amidosalicylic acids also yield crystalline 
compounds with furfuraldehyde. W. C. W. 

Nitration of Metaehlorosalieylic Acid. By E. F. Smith and 
Q. K. Peirce (Per., 13, 34—36). — By the nitration of metachloro- 
salicylic acid, metachloronitrosalicylic acid and two isomeric dinitro- 
chloropkenols were obtained. The two phenols were separated by 
means of their potassium salts, the less soluble one proving to be the 
a-monochlorodinitrophenol described by Faust and Saame. The 
isomeride of this phenol crystallises in orange needles (m. p. 78 — 80°, 
and solidifying at 25°). Its potassium salt crystallises in orange- 
coloured needles, containing 1 J mol. of water, ana ifl easily soluble in 
water. The silver salt of the a-derivative forms long red needles, 
whilst that of the isomeride forms bronze, lustrous needles. 

The n itrochlorosalicylic add crystallises in needles (m. p. 162 — 163°), 
and is identical with metachloronitrosalicylic acid described by Hubner. 
The potassium salt, C8H 2 C1(N0 3 )(0H).C00K, forms yellow needles, 
having a bitter taste; is easily soluble in water. The Lanum salt 
[C«H a Cl(3ST0 3 )(0H).C00]nBa forms orange-red needles sparingly 
soluble in water. The ethyl salt, C 6 H 2 C1(N0 2 ) (OH).COOEt, crys- 
tallises in colourless needles, melting at 89°; from it the amide, 
C 8 H 3 C1(N02)(0H).C0 NHo, has been obtained; it is easily soluble in 
alcohol, but sparingly in water (m. p. 199°). 

a-Howchlorotlimiropkeiwlaviline, C 8 H>Cl(NO a ).OH2 C 6 H5.NH 2 , is 
obtained by mixi ng the phenol with aniline, when a deep-red solu- 
tion is formed. By evaporation, it is obtained in hard yellow crystals 
which are easily soluble in hot water, and melt at 137°. It is resolved 
into its constituents by continued boiling with water. P. P. B. 

Action of Phenols on Halogen-derivatives of Fatty Acids. By 
II Saarbach (I. pr. Chem. [2], 21, 153 — 171). — The reaction of phenol 
with monocbloracetic acid, yielding phenoxyacetic acid, was regarded 
by Heintz, who first studied it (JPogy. Amu, 109, 489), as typical of 
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tlie whole series of possible homologous reactions. The investigation 
of certain of these forms the subject of this communication. 

Phenol and a-Monochloropropi onic Acid . — These bodies, in the form 
of their sodium compounds, react in the cold with formation of 
phenoxypropionic acid (m. p. 112‘5°), thus : — 

CMeHCi.OOONa + Ph.ONa = KaCl + CMeH(PhO).COOFa. 

This acid is freely soluble in alcohol, ether, and in hot water ; slightly 
soluble in cold water. It is volatilised by steam. The aqueous solu- 
tion gives a yellowish precipitate with ferric chloride. The sodium 
salt, the product of the above reaction, crystallises on evaporation of 
its aqueous solution in concentric groups of needles ; the potassium 
salt also in long needles containing 1-J- mol. H a O. Ethyl phenoxy - 
propionate , CMeH(OPh).COOEt, is easily prepared by passing hydro- 
chloric acid gas into the alcoholic solution of the acid kept boiling on 
the water-bath. It is a colourless liquid of sp. gr. 1*339 at 17*5° ; it 
boils undecomposed at 243 — 244° ; it is volatilised by steam. In con- 
tact with aqueous ammonia it is decomposed, yielding the corresponding 
amide : 

CMeH(OPh).COOEt + KH 8 = EtOH + CMeH(OPh).CONH* 

It is freely soluble in alcohol, ether, and hot water, crystallising 
from its solutions in needles (m, p. 130°). On adding bromine to the 
hot aqueous solution of phenoxypropionic acid, monohromphemxy - 
propionic acid , CMeH(OCeB^Br).COOH, is formed. On recry s- 
talhsing from dilute alcohol, it is obtained in long transparent needles 
(m. p. 105 — 106°), which are freely soluble in ether and alcohol : on 
the addition of water to its solution in the latter, the acid is separated. 
The acid is not decomposed by boiling with concentrated solution of 
soda. 

Eugenol and Monochloracetic Acid. — These bodies were heated toge- 
ther on the water-bath, and soda (sol. sp. gr. 1*34°) added, until the 
decomposition was complete. The reaction which occurs is expressed 
by the equation : — 

C«E*(OMe)(C 3 H 5 ).OH + CH s Cl.COOH + 2KaOH = STaCl + 
2H 8 0 + CeH 3 (OMe)(C 3 H 6 ).O.OH 3 COON'a. 

The new acid crystallises from its aqueous solution in long needles 
(m. p. 80 — 81°), which are easily soluble in ether and in alcohol. 

Thymol and Monochloracetic Acid , — The reaction which occurs is 
exactly analogous to the preceding. The thymoxyacetic acid formed, 
CeH 3 Me(PrO).CH 3 COONa, is freely soluble in alcohol, ether, and hot 
water, and crystallises from its solution in long needles (m. p. 148°). 

Orcinol and Monochloracetic Acid . — The reaction between these bodies, 
which is equally smooth, takes place according to the equation : — 

CeH*Me(OH) 9 + 2CH S C1 COOH «+• 4NaOH = 2NaCl + 4H*0 + 
CeHjMe (0 . CH®. COONa)*. 

The acid is easily isolated, crystallising from its hot aqueous solu- 
tion in microscopic needles (m. p. 2X6 — 217°). Its analogy with, the 
acid previously described suggests the name diorcoxydiacetic add; 

vol. xxxvm. 2 / 
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the term diocroxy- representing the hypothetic diatomic radicle, 

The normal sodium salt crystallises from its aqueous solution with 
3 mols. H 3 0. The calcium salt crystallises with 2 mols. H s O in thin 
plates. Ethyl diurcnrydiacetate is prepared by passing hydrochloric 
acid gas into the hot alcoholic solution of the acid. It is freely 
soluble in alcohcl and ether, crystallising from these solutions in 
needles (m. p. 10 7°) ; on the addition of water, it separates as an oil. 
In contact with aqueous ammonia, it is converted into the corresponding 
amide. 

Two isomeric mononitrodiorcoxydiacetic acids are formed when the 
acid is added slowly to warm concentrated nitric acid ; one of these 
is separated as a red powder on diluting the solution ; the second is 
obtained in the form of colourless monoclinic prisms by evaporating 
the filtrate from the first, allowing to crystallise, and recrystallising 
from alcoholic solution, 

Phenol and Bibromosuccinic Acid . — The mutual reaction of these 
bodies was investigated ; but the results obtained were not of a definite 
character. C. F. C. 

Condensation-products of Gallic Acid. By J. Oser and F. 
Bocker (TTie??. AJcad. Ber 79 [2], 148 — 155). — By mixing gradually 
and with certain precautions a solution of potassium permanganate 
with one of gallic acid containing sulphuric acid, the authors obtained 
a yellow substance, which in a pure state formed minute acicular crys- 
tals. Its composition agreed -with the formula CuH^Os, and when 
heated with zinc powder in hydrogen, it yielded a hydrocarbon cor- 
responding with the formula CiJBLio, and identical with that which 
Rembold obtained by a similar reduction of ellagic acid (Ber., 1875, 
1494), and proposed to designate by the name of ellagene . The 
authors consider, therefore, that their new substance is not to be 
ranked in the series of condensation-products of rufigallic acid, but 
belongs to the ellagic acid series, its relation to ellagic acid, CuHsOg, 
being that of a reduction-product to an oxidation-product. 

It. Hi. 

Sulplionie Acids from Isomeric Nitramido- and Diamido- 
benzenes. By J. Post and E. Hardtung (Ber., 13, 38—41). — 
Qrfhonitramidobenzene-suljphonic acid , prepared from orthonitraniline by 
the action of fuming sulphuric acid, is easily soluble in alcohol and water. 
The barium salt, [C 6 H # (N0 3 ).lTH 4 S03]aBa.2iHt0, forms dark yellow 
brittle needles. The calcium salt, [C6H s .(3N0 2 ).NH 3 S0a]20a.2^Hi0 > 
is soluble in 4 — 6 times its weight of boiling water ; it crystallises in 
bright yellow needles. potassium salt crystallises with 1 moL of 
water in dark yellow short needles which are more soluble tha n the 
above. 

Orthodiamidobenzene-sulpkomc acid is obtained by the reduction of 
the nitramido-acid ; it forms rose-coloured needles. Its barium salt, 
[CftH^(NH a ).NH w S0s]3Ba5^H 3 0, is very soluble in water ; crystallises 
in thin, light brown leaflets. It is precipitated from its aqueous solu- 
tions by alcohol in the form of brittle, bright brown needles. The 
cakium salt, [0«H3(NH s ),NH a S03]20a # 3H 3 0, is also easily soluble in 
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water. The orthodiamidobenzene-sulphonic acid, prepared from ortho- 
diamidobenzene, is identical with the above, showing that the snl- 
phoxy-group replaces the same atom of hydrogen in the aromatic 
nucleus, whether there be a nitro- and an amido-gronp present, or two 
amido-gronps. 

Metanitramidobenzene-sulphonio acid is prepared by heating meta- 
nitraniline with fuming sulphuric acid in sealed tubes at 175°. The 
free acid prepared from its barium salt crystallises in large yellow 
brown prisms. The barium salt, [C c H3(N0 i ).NH 2 S03] 2 Ba.2B[20, is 
soluble in 6 — 8 times its weight of hot water, crystallises in dark 
brown needles. By slow evaporation of its aqueous solutions, it is 
obtained in tables. The calcium salt, [C 6 H 3 (X02).XHiS03]2Ca.4H 3 0, is 
easily soluble in hot water, from which it crystallises in small, dark 
yellow needles. 

Mdadiamidobenzme-sulplionic acid , prepared by the reduction of the 
metanitroamido acid, has been obtained in two dimorphous modifica- 
tions. Its barium salt, [C 6 H 3 (NH 2 ) .XB^SCVJoBa.bE^O, is easily 
soluble in water, less soluble in alcohol and water ; it crystallises in 
brown prisms. The calcium salt, [C b H 3 (!SrH 2 ).]S'H 2 S03j.Ca.5^n 2 0, 
crystallises from a mixture of alcohol and water in colourless, compact 
prisms, which are very soluble in water. 

The metadiamidobenzene-sulphonic acid, prepared from meta- 
diami dobenzene, is identical with that obtained from metanitramido- 
benzene sulphonic acid, as was the case with the orthodiamidobenzene 
sulphonic acids. P. P. B. 


Synthesis of Methylketole, an Isomeride of Skatole. By 
A. Baeyer and 0. R. Jackson (Per., 13, 187 — 189). — MethylJcetole, 

is formed by treating the nitro-deiivative of the 


methylketone of phenylacetic acid (Ber., 3, 198) with ammonia and 
zinc-dust, at a temperature just below the boiling point of the mix- 
ture. When the product is distilled in a current of steam, the methyl- 
ketole crystallises from the distillate in colourless plates or needles, 
which have a strong odour, resembling that of indole. 

The crystals melt at 59°, and distil without decomposition at a 
higher temperature. They are soluble in hot water and in cold hydro- 
chloric acid. The acid solution yields a crystalline platinochloride, 
and a deposit of yellowish-red needles with picric acid. With nitrous 
acid a yellowish, and with bleaching powder a fugitive blue, coloration 
is produced. W. G. W, 


Monophenylboron Chloride. The QuamMvalen.ee of Boron. 
ByAMiOHAELis and P, Becker (Per., 13, 58— 61).— Monophenylborm 
chloride is prepared bv the action of mercury diphenyl on boron chloride 
at 180 — 200°, the following reaction taking place, Hg(C,H 5 )i -h2BCl s 
= 2CaH<3Cla -f HgCl s . It is a colourless liquid, becoming red on 
exposure to the air ; it boils at 175°: like boron chloride, it fumes in 
the air, and decomposes with a hissing noise when treated with water. 

2/2 
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By t his action monopheuylhoric acid is produced, which crystallises 
from water in needles. Chlorine is not absorbed by monophenylboron 
chloride at the ordinary temperature, but a small quantity of the 
chloride is decomposed as follows : C 0 H 5 BCI 2 4* CI 2 = CgHjCl + BOI 3 . 
If monophenylboron chloride be placed in a freezing mixture, it soli- 
difies, and in this state absorbs chlorine, becoming at the same time 
liquid, owing to the formation of a tetrachloride, CeHoBCl*, which 
when removed from the freezing mixture decomposes, forming boron 
chloride and chlorobenzene, thus : CeHJBCU = CgHgCl + BCI 3 . At 
the same time a portion decomposes into the monophenylboron chloride 
and chlonne, thus : C0H5BCI4 = C 6 H 0 BC1 2 + CU. 

The formation of this tetiachloride and its decomposition, the 
authors regard as evidence of the quinquivalence of boron. 

P . !P • 3. 

Aromatic Arsenic Compounds. By W. La Coste and A. 
Michaeus ( Anncden , 201, 189 — 261 ). — After referring to the re- 
searches of Bunsen (Annalev, 24, 271 ; 31, 175 ; 37, 1 ; 42, 25 ; 46, 
1 ), Dumas (ibid., 27, 148 ), Cahours and Biche (Cornet, rend., 36, 
1001 ; 39, 541 ; 49, 87 , and 60, 1002 ), Landolt ( Annalen , 89, 301 ; 
92, 365 ), Wohler (ibid., 103, 375 ), Hofmann (fljid., 103, 357 , and 
Supplement, 1, 306 ), and Baeyer (ibid , 105, 265 ), on the organic 
arsenic compounds, the authors give an account of the mono-, di-, and 
tri-phenyl- and of the monotolylarsinic derivatives. Most of these 
bodies have been previously described (Ber , 8, 1316 ; 9, 1566 ; 10, 
622 ; 11, 1883 , and this Journal, 1876 [i], 610 ; 1877 [i], 311 ; [ii], 
452 ; 1879 , Abstracts, 161 ). 

Monophmylarrinic acid, PhAsO(OH) 2} is soluble in aqueous ammo- 
nia, potash, soda, and baryta-water. 

When a concentrated solntdon of the ammonium salt is allowed to 
stand over sulphuric acid, it slowly deposits transparent needle-shaped 
and prismatic crystals, which lose ammonia and effloresce on exposure 
to the air. The potassium salt, PhAsO(OH).OK is very hygroscopic, 
and has not been obtained in the crystalline state. The barium salt 
(PhAsO s H)nBa forms anhydrous needle-shaped crystals, which are 
less soluble in hot than in cold water. Monophenylarsinic acid forms 
two calcium salts; the acid salt, (PhAsO fi H) 2 Ca, prepared by adding 
ammonia to a boiling concentrated solution of calcium chloride and 
phenylarsinic acid, until the mixture is but slightly acid, is sparingly 
soluble in hot water. By recrystallisation from hot dilute hydrochloric 
acid, the salt is obtained in colourless needles. The neutral calcium 
salt, PhAsOaCa + 2H 3 0, is deposited in clusters of needle-shaped 
crystals, when a layer of ammonia is cautiously poured on a dilute 
mixture of calcium chloride and phenylarsinic acid The copper and 
lead salts are insoluble in water. 

Diphen ytarienious chloride, Ph 2 AsCl, is prepared by the action of 
mercury-diphenyl on an excess of monophenylarsenious chloride ; the 
best yield is obtained when the temperature of the mix ture is rapidly 
raised above 320°. The pure chloride is a pale yellow oil (b. p. 333 , 
sp. gr. 1'42231 at 15°) insoluble in water, but soluble in alcohol, ether, 
and benzene. It combines directly with chlorine and bromine to form 
solid addition products. It is attacked by zinc at 100° with the pro- 
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cluetion of a small quantify of a crystalline compound (m. p. 154°), 
which, dissolves freely in benzene. 

Diphemjlarsinic add> Ph 2 As0 3 H, is deposited from an aqueous solu- 
tion in needles and from an alcoholic solution in prisms (m. p. 174°). 
The acid resists the action of oxidising agents. 

The ammonium salt separates from a concentrated solution in 
feathery crystals which rapidly lose ammonia at the ordinary tempera- 
ture. The sodium salt, Ph 2 As0 2 Na is very hygroscopic. 

The barium salt (PhnAsCh^Ba forms a gum-like mass soluble in 
water and alcohol, the calcium salt is deposited in woolly needles on 
the addition of ether to its solution in alcohol. 

The lead salt is sparingly soluble in boiling water ; anhydrous silky 
crystals are deposited from the solution on cooling. The copper salt 
is insoluble in water. 

Trip hemjlarsi ne, AsPh 3 , is most easily prepared by the decomposi- 
tion of the monophenylarsenious oxide, 3PhAsO = AsPh 8 + As 2 0 3 . 
The mixture of mono- and di-phenylarsenious chlorides obtained by the 
action of arsenious chloride on benzene is converted into oxide by 
boiling with sodium carbonate. The oxide is heated at 180° for some 
time and then slowly distilled until the temperature reaches 360°, the 
residue in the retort is dissolved in alcohol and treated with animal 
charcoal. On evaporating the solution, triphenylarsine crystallises 
in transparent colourless plates (m. p. 58°). The crystals are insoluble 
in water and in hydrochloric acid, but dissolve freely in benzene and 
ether. Triphenylarsine is not attacked by ethyl iodide, but it com- 
bines directly with sulphur to form Ph^AsS. The sulphide is best 
prepared by boiling triphenylarsenious dichloride with yellow ammo- 
nium sulphide ; the mixture is acidified with hydrochloric acid, and 
on recrystailising the precipitate from alcohol the sulphide is ob- 
tained in silky needles (m. p. 162°). 

The mmotolylarsemous oxides , CgHiMe.AsO, are prepared by boiling 
the ortho- and para-tolylarsemous chlorides with a concentrated solution 
of sodium carbonate. The resinous product is extracted with hot 
water and dissolved in alcohol ; on evaporating the alcoholic solution 
to dryness and washing the residue with cold ether, the tolylarsenious 
oxide remains as a white powder. The ortho-compound melts at 145°, 
and at a high temperature decomposes into arsenious oxide and a 
resinous mass, probably orthotritolylarsine. The para-compound 
melts at 15b°, and at a higher temperature splits up into arsenious 
oxide and a substance crystallising in plates (m. p. 130°), probably 
para-tritolylarsine. The oxides combine directly with chlorine and 
bromine to form tolylarsenious oxychlorides, CgHiMe.AsOCla, and oxy- 
bromides, 0 8 H 4 Me.As 0 Br 2 . 

The irumotolylarsinio adds , C 7 H 7 .ASO 3 H 2 , produced by the action of 
water on the oxy- and tetra-ehlorides, crystallise in needles or prisms, 
which are soluble in water and alcohol, but are insoluble in ether. 
The orthotolylarsinic acid is converted into the anhydride by being 
heated at its melting point (159°) for some hours. This acid forms an 
amorphous silver salt, C 7 H 7 . AsOjAg*. The barium salt (C 7 H 7 .As0 3 H) 8 Ba 
does not form well defined crystals. When ammonia is added to a 
cold solution of calcium chloride and orthotolylarsinic acid, no change 
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takes place, but on beating tbe mixture a crystalline precipitate of 
(C 7 H 7 .AsO lJ )Ca is deposited. Tbe para-acid passes into the anhydride 
at 113°, and may be heated to 300° without melting. It forms a non- 
crystalline potassium salt ; the silver salt becomes crystalline when 
boiled with dilate alcohol. The barium salt, (C 7 H 7 .As 03 H) 2 Ba, is de- 
posited from an aqneons solution in anhydrous needles. The calcium 
salt, (C 7 H 7 .As0 3 H) 2 Ca } is obtained in anhydrous plates on the addition 
of ammonia to a hot mixture of calcium chloride and paratolylarsinie 
acid. The copper and lead salts are insoluble in water. 

w. c. w. 

Acridine. By C. G-rjibe and H. Caro (Her., 13, 99 — 103). — By 
the oxidation of acridine with potassium permanganate solution, care 
being taken to avoid the presence at any time of an excess of the 
latter, the authors have obtained an acid which they term acridinic 
acid. It separates from hot saturated aqueous solutions in thin long 
needles of the composition CuH 7 N0 4 ■+• 2H a O. It is sparingly soluble 
in cold water, more easily in hot. When warmed with water in quan- 
tities insufficient to dissolve it, the needle-shaped crystals form brown 
tables, which contain 1 mol. of water of crystallisation. At 120 — 
180° acridinic acid loses both molecnlesof water of crystallisation and 
also carbonic anhydride, forming a monobasic acid, CioBUNTCh. 
Acridinic acid is dibasic, it crystallises from hydrochloric acid and 
platinum chloride as the free acid. When distilled with slaked lime, 
it yields quinoline as chief product : hence acridinic add is quinoline- 
dicarboxylic add, C s H 5 ^(COOH) 2 + 2H 2 0. 

Acridinic acid at 120 — 130° is resolved into carbonic anhydride and 
quinolinecarboxylic acid, CioH-jNCh, which crystallises in small ill- 
defined tables ; it melts at 275°, is easily soluble in alcohol, soluble in 
bot water, but only sparingly in the cold. It forms salts with acids 
and bases, and yields quinoline on distillation. 

The silver salt, C fl H 6 N.COOAg, crystallises in small colourless 
prisms, very sparingly soluble in cold, more easily in hot water. 

Its copper salt, (C 8 H 6 1SL000 ) a Cu, forms a greenish-bine predpitate. 

The plat inocldo ride (CioH 7 X0 2 .Hd) a PtCl4> crystallises from water, 
in which it is easily soluble, in reddish-yellow tables. The properties 
of this acid show it to be different from Weidel’s cinchommc acid 
(Annate*, 173, 84), 

From the above, it is seen that acridine is a quinoline derivative, 
and for it the authors propose the following constitutional formula — 

/w 

I 11 I 

HO O OH 

HjO Is 

w 

H 

Acr idine is attacked by the long-continued action of chromic and 
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acetic acids ; the Bame product being obtained if a solution of acridine 
in glacial acetic acid be treated with potassium permanganate. The 
product has neither basic nor acid properties, and the authors regard it 
as a ketone having the composition 0 i 3 H 7 NO. It crystallises from 
acetic acid in yellow needles; it does not melt at 320°, but sublimes. 
It is soluble in acids and alkalis, dissolving in concentrated sulphuric 
acid with a yellow colour. P. P. B. 

The a- and ^-Positions in Naphthalene. By P. Beverdin and 
E. Nolting (Ber., 13, 36 — 33). — In support of the present view that 
the a- and ^-positions in naphthalene are the following — 


a a 



a a 


the authors advance the following argument. 

Beilstein and Kurbatow (Per., 12, 688) have shown that by the 
oxidation of a-nitronaphthalene, a nitrophthalic acid is obtained, melt- 
ing at 212°. According to theory, two such acids can exist, viz. : 

[NO* : GOOH : COOH] = [1 : 2 : 3] or [1 : 3 : 5]. 

O. Miller (Per., 9, 1191) has prepared a nitrophthalic acid melting 
at 166°, which he shows to correspond with the oxyphthalic acid of 
Baeyer. Further, Schall (Ber., 12, 816) has shown that this oxy- 
phthalic acid has the constitution : [OH : COOH : COOH] = [1:3: 6]. 

Hence the nitrophthalic acid, m. p. 165°, has the constitutional 
formula [1:3: 5], whilst the acid melting at 225° corresponds with 
the formula [1:2: 3], and as this corresponds with a-nitrophthalene, 
the o-position is adjacent to the carbon atom common to the two 
nuclei. P. P. B. 

DiphenyldinnidonaplithoL By B. Goes (Ber., 13, 123—125), 
BiphmyMiimidonaplithol , C 10 H 5 (NPh a ).OH, is prepared by heating a 
mixture of equal parts of aniline and diimidonaphthol hydrochloride, 
until the evolution of ammonia ceases. The excess of aniline is re- 
moved from the crude product by distillation in a current of steam ; 
the residue is extracted with boiling water and then purified by re- 
crystallisation from alcohol and treatment with animal charcoal, Pure 
diphenyld iimidonaphthol crystallises in red needles which dissolve 
freely in benzene and ether, hut are sparingly soluble in alcohoL The 
crystals melt at 182°, and can be sublimed without undergoing decom- 
position. The platinochloride crystallises in brown plates insoluble in 
water but soluble in alcohoL 

Similar compounds are obtained by the action of ortho- and para- 
toluidine on diimidonaphthol hydrochloride. W. C. W, 

The Third Anthracenecarboxylie Acid. By C. Liebbbmato 
and A. Bischof (Ber., 13, 47 — 50). — Of the three anthracenecarboxylie 
acids two have been prepared, one from anthracene and carbonic 
chloride (Graebe and Liebermann), the second from an anthracene- 
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sulphonic acid by distillation with potassium ferrocyanide (Lieber- 
mann and v. Rath). The third acid has been obtained from an 
anthracenesnlphonic acid obtained by the reduction of a commercial 
anthraquinonesulphonic acid with hydriodic acid. The anthracene- 
sulphonic acid so obtained was distilled with potassium ferrocyanide, 
and the resul ting nitrile saponified by means of alcoholic potash. The 
acid is obt ain ed as a flocculent precipitate by acidifying the solution 
of the potassium salt ; it consists of a mixture of two isomerides, 
which were separated by means of the different solubilities of their 
barium salts. 

The acid from the soluble barium salt is identical with that prepared 
by Liebermann and v. Rath ; the acid from the insoluble banum salt 
forms the greater portion of the mixture. This new anthracene- 
carboxylic acid has a brow nish colour, is less soluble in alcohol and 
glacial acetic acid than the isomeride; it sublimes in leaflets and 
needles, and melts at about 280° without decomposition. 

The sodium salt, CwHg.COONa, is soluble in cold water, but is pre- 
cipitated in spangles by boiling ; its aqueous solutions are fluorescent. 

The ammonium salt loses ammonia on evaporation, its solutions 
yield flocculent precipitates with barium chloride, ferric chloride, 
lead acetate, and copper acetate. The barium salt is slightly soluble 
in hot water. 

The ethyl salt, C 14 H 9 .COOEt, is easily soluble in alcohol, melts at 
134°, and distils without decomposition. 

This new anthracenecarboxyHc acid, like the one described by Lie- 
bermann and v. Rath, yields an anthraquinone carboxylic acid, 
C 14 H 7 O 2 COOH, on oxidation. It crystallises from glacial acetic acid 
in long, light yellow needles, melting at 285°, like its isomeride, from 
which it is distinguished by the insolubility of its barium salt. The 
solution of its alkaline salts do not fluoresce. With zinc-dust and 
soda, it yields the characteristic red coloration, distinguishing all un- 
coloured anthraquinone derivatives from those of anthracene. 

The authors conclude that the carboxyl group in the new anthra- 
cenecarboxylic acid occupies the same position as the hydroxyl in 
oxyanthraquinone. Since the sulphonic acid from which it was pre- 
pared yields chiefly oxyanthraquinone on fusion with potash, the for- 
mation of the second carboxylic acid is probably due to the presence 
of a sulphonic acid which yields erythroxyanthraquinone on fusion with 
potash. The sulphonic acid used in this investigation is the one pre- 
pared for the manufacture of alizarin. P. P, B. 

Fluoranthene, a New Hydrocarbon from Coal-tar. By R. 
Fittig and H. LiEPMAxy ( Annalen , 200, 1 — 21). — The preparation of 
this hydrocarbon from the crude mixture of pyrene, fluoranthene, &c., 
by crystallisation of their picric acid compounds, is much facilitated 
by a previous fractional distillation under reduced pressure. Pure 
fluoranthene boils at 250 — 251° under 60 mm. pressure, at 217° under 
30 mm.*, pure pyrene at 260° under 60 mm. The portion boiling 
between 240° and 250° under 60 mm. may be treated as already 
described (Annalen, 193, 142). The vapour-density of the hydro- 
carbon corresponds with i he formula CwH 10 . 
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As previously mentioned, chromic mixture oxidises fluoranthene 
into dipbenyleneketone-carboxylic acid and a quinone which is only 
produced in small quantity. By suitably moderating the reaction, the 
acid, quinone, and unaltered hydrocarbon are obtained together as an 
insoluble deposit. The acid may be extracted from the mixture by 
sodium carbonate, and on crystallising the residue from hot alcohol 
and washing the crystals with light petroleum to remove adhering 
hydrocarbon, a compound of the quinone with fluoranthene was ob- 
tained, GifiHeC^ + 2CioHio (m. p. 102°). Repeated crystallisation from 
alcohol resolves it partially into its constituents; hydrogen sodium 
sulphite decomposes it at once. The quinone crystallises in red needles 
(m. p, 188°). 

Treatment with chromic mixture converts this quinone completely, 
and apparently directly, into carbonic acid and water ; it is not there- 
fore a product intermediate between the hydrocarbon and diphenylene- 
ketone-carboxylic add, but may be formed along with the latter, 
which is exceedingly stable towards oxidants. In virtue of this 
stability, the add may be readily obtained from the crude mixture 
of pyrene and fluoranthene. 100 grams of hydrocarbon are treated 
with 600 grams of dichromate and 1000 grams of sulphuric add 
diluted with five times its volume of water, and the mixture slowly 
heated to boiling, avoiding too violent an action. From the powdered 
and washed deposit, the acid may be extracted by sodium carbonate, 
predpitated by hydrochloric acid, and boiled with barium carbonate 
and animal charcoal. From the solution thus obtained, hydrochloric 
acid predpitates it in a nearly pure state. 

Fuming nitric acid dissolves this add on gentle heating, and on 
cooling deposits nitrodiphenyleneketone-carboxylic add, C U H T (N<\) 0 3 , 
in long yellow needles, which may be purified by conversion into the 
barium salt. The nibro acid crystallises from alcohol in brilliant 
golden-yellow needles (m. p. 245 — 246°) which are insoluble in water, 
but dissolve in glacial acetic acid. Its barium salt was analysed. 

The conversion of diphenylene-ketone-carboxylic add into isodi- 
phenic acid, and the various salts of the latter, have been already de- 
scribed. Analyses of the free add are now given. Its methyl salt, 
0 1 2H 6 (G00Me) a (m. p. 69'5°), and its ethyl salt (an. uncrystailisable 
syrup) are obtained by the action of sulphuric acid on solutions of the 
acid in the corresponding alcohols. Isophenic acid is easily oxidised, 
yielding isophthalic acid in theoretical quantity, together with car- 
bonic acid and water. By this behaviour, it is distinguished from its 
isomeride diphenic acid, which yields only carbonic acid and water 
(Hummel, Annalen, 193 , 130). Its general characters also distinguish 
it from its other isomeride diphenyl-dicarboxylic acid (Doebner, 
Awnalen, 172 , 117). 

When treated with nascent hydrogen (from sodium amalgam), di- 
phenylene-ketone-carboxylic acid gasses into a carboxyl derivative of 

fluorene (dipheuylene-methane), | ^^yGH* which the authors 

CeHa^COOH’ 

name fluorenic add (m. p. 245 — 246°). The new acid is scarcely 
soluble in boiling water, but easily in hot alcohol ; it may be sublimed 
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unchanged. Barium and calcium salts and a crystalline ethyl salt 
(m. p. 53*5°) were prepared. Tlie acid yields fluorene with the greatest 
ease when distilled with lime. Chromic mixture destroys it completely, 
but potassium permanganate in alkaline solution reconverts it into 
d ipb enyl ene-ket one- carbo xy lie acid. It is isomeric with Friedlander’s 
fiuorene-carbosylic acid (Ber., 10, 537) obtained by reduction of di- 
phenylene glycollic acid. 

Isodiphenie acid decomposes so easily into diphenylene-ketone and 
carbonic anhydride, that one of its carboxyl-groups must be in the 
ortho-position with respect to the point of union of the two benzene 
nuclei; and since it yields isophthalic acid by oxidation, the second 
carboxyl-group must occupy the meta-position in the second nucleus. 
The latter position must also be assigned to the carboxyl-groups of the 
closely allied diphenylene-ketone-carboxylic and fluorenic acids. The 
constitution of fluoranthene having been previously ascertained 
( Annalen , 193, 142), the relationship of these bodies may be exhibited 
as follows: — 



Fluoranthene. 



Diphenylene-ketone- 
earboxylic acid. 



OOOH 


l^JcOOH 

Isodiphenie 

acid. 



Finally, the author points out the parallelism between the deriva- 
tives of diphenylmethane and fluorene : — 


G 6 H 5 .CHs.O 5 H 5 

Diphenylmethane. 

C6H5.CH(OH).CeH5 

BenzhydroL 

OaH5.CO.C5H5 

Benzophenone. 

C5Hfl.CO.CfrHi.COOH 
Benzoylbenzoic add. 

CflHfl.CH3.C5H4.COOH 

Benzylbenzoie arid. 


(CsHi.CsHi) : CHs 

Diphenylenemethane. 

(C b Hi.C«H4) : CH.OH 

Fluorenyl alcohol 

(CsHi-CaHi) : 00 

Diphenyleneketone. 

[CeHi.CeHflCCOOH)] : CO 

Diphenylene-ketone-carboxylic arid. 

[C 4 Hi.C 6 H s (COOH) ] : CHa 

Fluorenio arid. 

Ch. B. 


Changes produced by Hydration and Dehydration in the 
Lsevorotary Terpene from French Turpentine Oil. By F. 
Flawitzskt (Ber., 12, 2354 — 2359 ).— Loevorotary terpene hydrate , 
CioHisO, is obtained by treating the rectified laevorotary terpene 
from French turpentine oil with a mixture of parts of alcohol 
(90 pear cent.) and £ part of sulphuric acid (sp. gr. 1*64°). After 
'^removal of the undissolved terpene the colourless solution is decom- 
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posed with water and fractionated in a current of steam, and finally dis- 
tilled, the portion boiling at 211 — 215° being collected. This terpene hy- 
drate boils at 218 — 221° (corr. bar. 766*3 mm.), and its action on polar- 
ised light is represented by oc^ = —51* 7°. Its coefficient of expansion 

between 0 and 18° = - 0-00083, therefore [*] D = = -56-2°. 

0 9201 

(Sp. gr. at 0° 0*9339, and at 18° 0*9201.) It is insoluble m water, but 
dissolves in a mixture of alcohol and sulphuric aoid, its optical activity 
being thereby diminished, and finally disappearing altogether; on dis- 
tillation, it undergoes slight decomposition, leaving an almost colourless 
residue. The diliydrochloride alone is obtained by saturating tbe above 
hydrate with gaseous hydrochloric acid, when the liquid assumes a 
violet-red colour and the dichlorhydrate separates out in crystals 
(m. p. 49°). The alcoholic solution of this compound is optically 
inactive. 

The application of the acetic anhydride reaction to lssvorotary ter- 
pene hydrate, although not conclusive, appears to show that the latter 
body contains a hydroxyl-group. The more volatile portion of the 
product obtained by this reaction contains a new substance, viz., 
Icevorotary isoterpene, Ci 0 Hi 6 (b. p. 179, corr.: bar. 762*6 mm.), which 
readily undergoes oxidation, so that after standing several days and 
being redistilled over sodium, it always yields a brown precipitate. It 
has a feeble odour, different from that of the terpene from turpentine 
oil. It dissolves in alcoholic sulphuric acid. The chief points of differ- 
ence between this substance and ordinary laevorotary terpene are as 
follows : — 


Boiling point 

C*3n 

Sp. gr. at 0° 

„ at 20° 

Coefficient of expansion 


Terpene. 

155° 

- 43*4 
0*8749 
0*8587 
0*00096 


Isoterpene. 

179° 

- 61*0° 
0*8639 
0*8486 
0*00091 


On treatment with gaseous hydrochloric acid, the terpene of b. p. 
155° gives only the solid monochlorhydrate, the liquor remaining 
colourless, whereas the new terpene of b. p. 179° gives the crystalline 
dichlorhydrate, the liquid at the same time becoming red. The author 
considers that the presence of moisture plays an important part in the 
formation of the dihydrochloride, which is readily converted into 
terpene hydrate on treatment with water. In many respects Isevoro- 
tary isoterpene resembles tbe terpene from essence of elemi and that 
from oil of citron, but the former has a larger lmvorotary power whilst 
the latter is dextrorotary. T. O. 


Compounds in Animal Tar. By H. Wbtdeu and G. L. 
Cuhician (Per., 13, 65 — 85). — II. The Non^basic Constituents . — The 
material used in this investigation was obtained from bone-oil by shak- 
ing it up with dilute acid and then separated by distillation into the 
following fractions:—I. 98—150°; II. 150—220°; III. 220—360°. 
Each fraction was then boiled with solid potash until the evolution of 
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ammonia ceased, and was thus separated into potassium salts of fatty 
acids, an aqueous portion, and an oil consisting of hydrocarbons. 

I. The potassium salts of this fraction yielded the following acids: — 
Propionic, normal butyric, pentoic, and isocaproic acids. The aque- 
ous portion contained valeramide. The oil was further separated into 
two fractions, one boiling at 110 — 130°, and the other at 130 — 180°. 

The first yielded toluene, ethylbenzene, and pyrroline, which boils at 
126*2° (bar. 746*5 mm.) and not at 138°, as usually stated ; its sp. gr. 
is 0*9752 at 12*5°. The authors also confirm the observation of Ander- 
son as to the formation of pyrrol-red, but are unable to attribute to it 
a definite composition. 

The higher fraction yielded some pyrroline and three hydrocarbons : 
— Metadihydroethylbenzene, C 9 Hh, a colourless mobile liquid, of sweet 
ethereal odour, and boiling at 153*5° (bar. 748*7 mm ) ; on oxidation 
it forms isophthalic acid. Metadihydromethylcymene, CioHm, a colour- 
less liquid, having an odour resembling that of turpentine, and boiling 
at 165 5° (bar. 748*8 mm.) ; oxidising agents convert it into isophthalic 
acid. It forms an addition compound with bromine, which, when 
heated in sealed tubes at 180° with aniline, yields a*n isomeride of 
cymene, boiling at 174 — 175°. The third hydrocarbon, which has also 
the composition Ci 0 H w , boils at 172*5° (bar. 748*5 mm.), and yields 
isophthalic acid on oxidation. 

The fraction II, when similarly treated, yielded isocapric acid, 
phenol, two homologues of pyrroline, naphthalene, and a hydrocarbon, 

CnHig. 

HomopyrToline, C 4 H s MeN'H, is a colourless liquid with an odour re- 
sembling that of chloroform, and boiling at 145*5° (bar. 742*8 mm.). 
Its properties are similar to those of pyrroline, but it is attacked by 
acids less easily than the latter ; it forms a white curdy precipitate with 
mercuric chloride. The acetyl derivative, OiHsMeNAc, forms a crys- 
talline mass (m. p. 4 — 6°). 

JDimethjlpijrroline , C 4 H 2 Me 2 NH, the second homologne of pyrroline, 
is an almost colourless liquid of a somewhat disagreeable odour 
(b. p. 164°, bar. 792 mm.). Its acetyl derivative, C^MeJSTAc, is 
a viscous, almost colourless liquid, slightly soluble in water, and 
remaining liquid at —20°. 

An isomeride of homopyrroline has been described by Bell (Ber., 9. 
935, and 10, 1861) ; it is methylpyrroline, CJE^NMe. 

The hydrocarbon, CnHis, is a colourless, strongly refractive liquid 
(b. p. 182°). It does not combine with hydrochloric acid, and on 
oxidation yields a small quantity of isophthalic acid. A small quantity 
of an isomeride of this body has been also obtained from this fraction ; 
it boils at 202—203°. 

HE. This fraction yielded chiefly palmitic and stearic acids. 

P P B 

,o° D ^ er *?“ of ^p® ridills “rto Pyridine. By W. Kamos '(Ber., 
0n heafcin ® piperidine, CjHnN, for several hours at 
300° with concentrated sulphuric acid, it is oxidised to pyridine. The 
same result is obtained, although not so readily, by heating an aqueous 
solution of piperidine with silver oxide. Hofmann (Ber., 12, 984) has 
previously shown that a body having the composition of dibromoxy- 
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pyridine, CsHaBrNO, is obtained when piperidine hydrochloride is 
treated with an excess of bromine at 200 — 220°, but he was nnable to 
prepare this compound directly from pyridine. These facts show that 
the alkaloid from pepper is a derivative of pyridine. The author con- 
siders that the oxidation of piperidine to pyridine is analogous to the 
behaviour of aromatic hydro-derivatives, in which the double attach- 
ments in the benzene ring are changed to single ones by addition of 
hydrogen, and which on oxidation lose these hydrogen atoms, and are 
again converted into compounds with double attachments. So far, 
however, it has not been possible, from want of material, to convert 
pyridine back into piperidine. The following formulas show the rela- 
tion between pyridine and piperidine : — 


/\\ 

HC CH 

hc Ah 

W 

H 

Pyridine. 


H 

H.0 OH* 

h„A Ah* 

\ c / 

Piperidine. 


Now, since pipeline on boiling with potash gives piperidine and 
piperinio acid, it may be considered as piperonyl-piperidine, 

CfiHu^N’.CO.CuHjNOa, 

and is, therefore, analogous to the corresponding benzoyl-compound. 
As the constitution of the two radicles, C 8 Hi 0 N (vide supra), and 
C0 .C u H 9 N0 2 (Fittig), has already been determined^ we know that of 
piperine, which is therefore the first alkaloid of which the constitution 
is known with comparative certainty. 

Experiments are in progress with the object of obtaining pyridine 
synthetically from the ethyl-allylamine isomeric with piperidine, by a 
reaction analogous to that by which quinoline has been obtained from 
allylauiline (Koenigs, Ber., 12, 453). T. 0. 


Pyridinecarboxylie Acids. By S. Hoogewebff and W, A v. Dorp 
(Ber., 13 , 61 — 65). — Pyridinetricarboxylic acid, obtained by oxidation 
of quinine (this Journal, 1879, Abst., 541) when heated at 185 — 190°, 
is resolved into carbonic anhydride &R&pyridinedicarboxylic acid . Pyri- 
dine-dicarboxylic acid crystallises from water in needles ; it melts with 
decomposition at 250° ; is sparingly soluble in alcohol, ether, and ben- 
zene ; with ferrous sulphate it gives no coloration. The properties of 
this acid show that it is identical with the rincbomeronieacid described 
by Weidel and v. Schmidt ( ibid „ 1879, 947). The authors attribute to 
the barium salt the formula OjH^NOiBa + IJHtO, and to the calcium 
salt CiHaNOiCa + 3^H a O. Besides the silver salt, C^HaNO^Ag*, de- 
scribed by Weidel and Schmidt, the authors obtain an acid salt, 
CiHiNC^Ag, by treating the aqneous solution of the acid with silver 
nitrate, as a white crystalline precipitate. The aqueous solution of the 
acid in presence of acetic acid gives with copper acetate a light blue 
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cloud, winch increases on heating and disappears when the solution 
cools. The identity of this pyridinedicarboxylic acid with cinchome- 
ronic acid is further shown by the fact that it also yields a pyrocin- 
chonic acid (m. p. 94— 97°) ; Weidei and v. Schmidt found the m. p. 
to be 90°. 

This pyridinedicarboxylic acid is resolved by heat into carbonic and 
pyridenemonocarboxylic acid , which crystallises from water in nodules. 
This acid the authors style pyrocinchomeronic acid ; it is sparingly 
soluble in water and alcohol, and very slightly in ether and benzene ; 
its aqueous solutions yield no coloration with ferrous sulphate. The 
hydrochloride, CeHsNOj.HCl, forms large shining crystals. The 
platinochloride, (O^S^ 0 2 ):2HCl.PtCh + 2H 2 0, forms red crystals, 
resembling the corresponding salt of nicotinic acid. 

Beside this pyridinemonocarboxylic acid, a small quantity of an add, 
apparently nicotinic acid, is formed at the same time. 

The acid obtained by the authors from quinoline (this Journal, 
Abst., 1879, 731) and described as pyridinedicarboxylic acid, has 
proved on further investigation to be nicotinic acid. 

The three possible pyridinecarboxylic acids are now known, viz., 
pyrocinchomeronic, nicotinic, and picolinic adds (Weidel, Ber., 12, 
1989). And of the six possible pyridinedicarboxylic adds, five are 
already known, viz. (1), the a-acid (Dewar, Zeit.f. Chew., 1871, 116), 
(2) the j8- and 7-acids (Ramsay, this Journal, Trans., 1879, 289), the 
fourth is cinchomeronic add, and, finally, the fifth acid is that obtained 
from quinoline by the authors ( loc . dt). P. P. B. 

Pyridinetricarboxylic Acid from Cinchona Alkaloids. By S. 
Hoogewerff and W. A. v. Dorp ( Ber ., 13, 152—154). — The acid 
obtained by the oxidation of qninine, quinidine, cinchonine, and cin- 
chonidine, by potassium permanganate is identical with the pyridine- 
tricarboxylic acid, C 6 H 5 N0 8 4- l£H a O, which. Skranp (Ber., 12, 2331) 
prepared from cinchonic add. The acid is soluble in 83T parts of 
water at 15°. The solution is optically inactive. The metallic salts have 
the following composition : — (C8H 2 N0 8 ) s Ba 3 4- 16H 2 0 ; (CaHsNOa^Cas 

+ 14H.0 ; CsH-sAgsNOo + 2H a O ; CJH.A g^0 6 + H*0; C b H 4 Ag]SrO a 
4- CfiH a NO« 4 H a O, and C 8 H 2 K*NO fl 4* 3H 2 0. W. 0. W. 

Synthesis of the Homologues of Hydrocarbostyril and Qui- 
noline. By A. Baeyer and 0. R. Jackson (Ber., 13, 115 — 123). — By 
the action of sodium-amalgam on phenylangelic acid (prepared from 
normal butyric acid and benzaldehyde) sodium p henylethylpwpionute is 
obtained. The free acid, CH 2 Ph.CHEt.COOH, is an oil which boils 
at 272°, and does not solidify in a freezing mixture. The silver salt is 
amorphous and insoluble in water 5 the barium salt dissolves freely in 
water, but is not crystalline. 

CH 2 .CHEt 

Etlylhydroccurbostyril , CeH*^ I , formed by treating nitro- 

mco 

phenylethylpropionic acid with tin and hydrochloric acid, dissolves 
freely in alcohol, ether, and benzene, and is sparingly soluble in hot 
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water. It dissolves easily in strong acids, but is reprecipitated on the 
addition of water. The crystals melt at 88° ; if they are heated again 
soon after solidification, the melting point falls to 76°, bnt gradnally 
rises if the specimens are kept for some time at the ordinary tempera- 
ture. 

OH ! CEt 

JEJthylcliloroq uinoline, CeH^ | , m. p. 72°, is produced by the 

action of phosphorus pentachloride on ethylhydrocarbostyril. It is a 
weak base, sparingly soluble in water, but dissolving freely in other 
solvents. 

The platinochloride is soluble in alcohol, but is decomposed by water. 
In the preparation of the chloroquinoline, ethylcarbostyril (m. p. 168°) 
appears to be formed as a bye-product. 

CH I CEt 

j3-Et]iylqtu7iolme, CqE^^ I , is obtained by acting on ethyl- 
X N ICH 

chloroquinoline with a solution of hydriodic acid in acetic acid, render- 
ing the product alkaline, and distilling off the base in a current of 
steam. The free base resembles quinoline ; the platinochloride is in- 
soluble in alcohol, and less soluble in water than the corresponding 
quinoline compound. 

Hydrocinnamylaorylic acid, previously obtained by Perkin (this 
Journal, 1877, i, 405J by the reduction of cinnamylaerylic acid with 
sodium-amalgam as an oily liquid, solidifies in a freezing mixture, 
forming colourless plates (m. p. 29°). The acid combines directly 
with bromine in a carbon bisulphide solution, with production of 
an addition-product (m. p. 109°), crysta l lising in prisms, which are 
soluble in light petroleum and in chloroform. It also combines 
directly with nydrobromic acid. When hydrocinnamylaerylic acid is 
treated with a solution of hydriodic acid in acetic acid at 16u°, and the 
product diluted with water and mixed with sulphurous acid, normal 
phenylvaleric acid separates out as an oily liquid which solidifies, forming 
rhombic plates (m. p. 59°) sparingly soluble water. The barium 
salt of this acid is slightly soluble, and the silver salt insoluble in 
water. 

Nitrophenylvaleric acid on reduction with tin and hydrochloric acid, 
does not yield a derivative analogous to hydrocarbostyril. 

W. 0. W. 

Action of Benzoic Chloride on Morphine. By K. Pobstorff 
(Per., 13 , 98 — 99). — By the action of benzoic chloride on morphine 
free from water, in sealed tubes at 109 — 110°, tribenzoylmorphine, 
CnHisNOsBzs, is obtained; it forms large, colourless, columnar crys- 
tals (m. p. 186°). It is insoluble in water, sparingly soluble in cold 
alcohol, more easily in hot alcohol. It has no basic properties By the 
action of benzoic acid and benzoic anhydride on morphine, Beckett 
and Wright (this Journal, 28 , i, 23) obtained monobenzoyJmorphine, 
CnHi8N0 2 Sz, and dibenzoylmorphine, C 1 7 Hi 7 N 0 3 Bz s respectively, to 
which bodies they attribute basic properties. 

The author concludes that as morphine is a nitril base, as shown 
by the preparation of methylmorphine hydroxide, therefore there is 
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3io hydrogen combined directly with the nitrogen, so the benzoyl oom- 
ponnds indicate the existence in morphine of three hydroxy-groins. 

Action of Potassium Ferricyanide on Morphine. By K. Pol- 
stobff (Per., 13, 86— 88).— The action of an alkaline solution of 
potassium ferricyanide on morphine, observed by Kieffer (Annalen, 
103, 254), converts it into oxydimorphine, thus : ^CnHig^Os + 
2KH0 + 2K3Fe(ChT) 6 == 2H*0 + 2KjFe(0N)a + CaHulVV 

Oxydimorphine is obtained by precipitating its hydrochloric acid 
solution with ammonia as a colourless heavy crystalline powder. It is 
insoluble in ordinary solvents, and is precipitated from the solution of 
its salts by caustic alkalis, but is soluble in excess ; on warming its 
solution in aqueous ammonia, it is precipitated. Oxydimorphine has 
the composition CsiH^lSuOa 4- 3H 2 0. 

Oxydimorphine sulphate , C&EDfcNaOe.HoSO* 4- 8HaO forms small, 
concentrically-grouped needles, sparingly soluble in cold, more easily 
in hot water. 

Oxydimorphine hydrochloride , C34H36N2O6.2HCI 4- (?H 2 0), is a 
shining white, indefinitely crystalline powder. It is easily soluble in 
water ; the addition of acid lessens its solubility. Preparations have 
been obtained with varying amounts of water of crystallisation, e.g ., 
with 6| mols.,1 mol., and 2 mols. of water. P. P. B. 

Sehutzenbergeris Oxymorphine (Per., 13, 88 — 90) ; Action 
of Potassium Permanganate on Morphine (Per., 13, 91) ; Ac- 
tion of Atmospheric Oxygen on Morphine in Ammoniacal 
Solution (Per., 13, 92 — 93). By K. Beoockmann and K. Polstorff. 
The oxymorphine prepared by Schutzenberger (Bull. 80 c . Ghim ., 
1865, 176) by the action of silver nitrite and hydrochloric acid on 
morphine, to which he ascribed the formula Ci 7 H 19 N04, is found to be 
identical with oxydimorphine, C^B^N^Oa, prepared from morphine 
by the action of potassium ferricyanide ; its formation may be ex- 
pressed as follows: 2 Ci 7 H 14 2TO 3 .HC1 4* AgN0 2 = GsdHaaNjjOa 4- 2AgCl 

4- 2H a o + mo. 

The authors find that oxydimorphine is formed when morphine is 
oxidised by means of potassium permanganate in presence of an 
alkaline carbonate. 

The authors find that oxydimorphine is also obtained when an 
ammoniacal solution of morphine is exposed to the air. The identity 
of the base in each of the above instances with that obtained by the 
action of potassium ferricyanide on morphine is shown not only by its 
properties but also by those of its sulphate and hydrochloride, 

P. P. B. 

Methylmorphine Hydroxide. By K. Beoockmaot and K. Pol- 
ST0KEF (Per., 13, 96 — 98). — Methylmorphine hydroxide is obtained by 
first converting the iodide into sulphate hy means of silver sulphate, 
and then heating the sulphate with baryta-water. After removing 
the excess of baryta by carbonic anhydride, the filtrate was concentrated 
to a syrup, taken up with alcohol, and from the alcoholic solution the 
hydroxide was precipitated by ether in the form of brittle yellow 



ORGANIC CHEMISTRY. 


409 


needles, having the composition CnHigN 0 3 . CH 3 OH + 5H 2 0. It is 
very soluble in w ater, the aqneons solution decomposes on exposure to 
the air, forming coloured nnerystallisable products. P. P. B. 

Action of Potassium Ferricyanide on Methylmorphine 
Iodide. By K. Polstop.ff (Per., 13, 93 — 96). — Methylmorphine, 
■when oxidised by potassium ferricyanide in an alkaline solution, yields 
the basic iodide of methyl oxy dimorphine, thus : 2 C 17 Hi 9 N 0*. Cfi 3 I + 
2KaFe(CK-) 6 + 3KOH = (C l7 H l& lSrO,) 3 .CH3l.CH 3 OH + 2K4Fe(CN) b 
+ KI + 2H>0. 

Bahicmethyloxydihwrpliine iodide , (Ci 7 HiqNO«.CHj) 3 LOH -f 5H 2 0, is 
obtained by treating its solution in hydrochloric acid with ammonia. It 
forms small colourless tablets, easily soluble in hot and sparingly 
soluble in cold water : its aqueous solutions have an alkaline reaction. 
The neutral iodide, ( C 17 H x 0„ . C H 3 I ) 3 + 4H 2 0, is obtained by treating 
the basic iodide with hydriodic acid ; it forums small yellow quadratic 
prisms. It is sparingly soluble in cold, and easily in hot water. It is 
also prepared by heating the basic iodide with methyl iodide in sealed 
tubes at 125°. 

The neutral sulphate , fCnHmN’03.CH 3 0) 3 S0 3 + 4H 2 0, is obtained by 
treating the basic iodide with sulphuric acid, and then with a boiling 
solution of silver sulphate. It crystallises in yellowish, shining leaflets, 
easily soluble in hot water, but less easily in cold. By treating its 
concentrated solution with ammonia, the basic sulphate separates out 
in colourless shining scales. 

Methjhx ydimorp h me hydroxide , ( C17H ls N 0 3 . CH^OH ) 3 + 7H 3 0, can- 
not be prepared by treating the iodide with moist silver oxide, since 
oxidation takes place ; but it is obtained by treating the sulphate with 
an excess of baryta -water and removing the excess of the latter by 
means of carbonic anhydride. The base is precipitated from its 
aqueous solutions by alcohol as an indistinctly crystalline powder. It 
is easily soluble in water, but insoluble in alcohol. P. P. B, 

Constitution of Cinchonine and Cinchonidine. By Z. H. 
Skbaup (Annal&n, 201, 291 — 333). — The following conclusions were 
deduced from the results of the author’s investigations on the oxida- 
tion products of cinchonine, cinchonidine, and cinchonic acid (Per., 
11, 1516; 12, 230, 1107, 2231; Annalen, 197, 226, 352, and 374; 
and this Journal, 1879, Abstr., 71, 656, 810, 948). In the 
oxidation of chinoline and cinchonidine by chromic mixture, the 
methoxyl group is first attacked, with formation of formic acid 
and carbonic anhydride, probably of cinchotenine and cinchotenidme 
or closely allied compounds as intermediate products. Cinchonic 
(quinolinemonocarboxylic) acid, Ci 0 H 7 NO s , and a non-crystalline acid 
which forms exceedingly hygroscopic salts, are the results of the reac- 
tion. Cinchonic acid is monobasic, and does not form acid salts as 
stated by Weidei (THera. Al m ad. JBer^ 1874, Part II). On further 
oxidation it yields pyiidine-tricarboxylic acid, which is identical with 
Weidei’ s oxycinchomeronic acid, and with the pyridine-tricarboxylic 
acid obtained by Hoogewerff and van Dorp (Per., 13, 152 ; this vol., 
p. 406), by the action of potassium permanganate on quinine, quini- 

vol. xxxvm. 2 g 
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dine, cinchonine, and ciuchonidiiie. Tlie constitution of those acids 
ami of cinchonine and cinchonidine may be represented by the follow- 
ing formulae : — 


HC:CH.C.(COOH)C 

ho:chAn:ch.(5h 

CSnchonie acid. 


COOH.C.(COOH)C 

II I 

COOH.O.IT : OH.OH 

Pyridinecajrboxylic acid. 


CeHi.C3H2Iir.C9Hi3lsr.OOHa. 

Cinchonine and Cinchonidine. 


The tricarboxylic acid decomposes when heated at its melting point, 
with evolution of carbonic anhydride and production of the dicarboxylic 
and 7 -monoearboxylic acids. The latter acid melts at 305° and sub- 
limes without decomposition. w. c. w. 

% 

Belladonnine. By K. Kraut (Ber>, 13, 165 — 166). — Commercial 
belladonnine appears to be a mixture of belladonnine and atropine, 
since, on boiling with baryta-water, atropic acid and tropine pass into 
solution, while the belladonnine remains undissolved. Belladonnine 
appears to be isomeric with atropine ; it may possibly be identical with 
hyoscyamine. W. C. W. 

Artificial Alkaloids. By A. Ladenburg (Ber., 13, 104 — 110). — 
In a former communication (this Journal, Abstr., 1879, 733), the 
author described the artificial preparation of atropine. Further experi- 
ments prove that atropine so prepared is chemically identical with 
natural atropine, and that this identity holds with regard to its 
physiological action. The author has prepared by similar reactions the 
following bases analogous to atropine. 

SalicyUropeme, CisHw^Os, from tropine salicylate. It crystallises 
in white silky leaflets, sparingly soluble in water, but easily in alcohol, 
m. p. 57 — 60 . Its production is represented as follows : — C 8 H l5 HO + 
GiBUOa = CisHuKOa + H 2 0. It is a strong base; the hydrochloride 
crystallises from water in slender shining needles, the aqueous solu- 
tions giving a crystalline precipitate with platinum chloride. It forms 
a yellow crj stallme aurochloride. Picric acid gives an amorphous pre- 
cipitate, potassium mercuric iodide a white gelatinous precipitate, and 
tannic acid a white precipitate soluble in dilute acids. Solution of 
iodine in potassium iodide produces separation of a brown oil. Salicyl- 
tropeine is a feeble poison, but has no action on the eye. 

Oxytolayltropeme or homatropine is obtained from tropine man delate. 
It is purified either by means of the aurochloride or the picrate, from 
both of which the base is separated by treatment with potassium car- 
bonate as an oil. 

Somatropim aurochloride, Ci 6 H 2 iK0 3 .HC1.AuC1s forms first as an oil, 
which becomes crystalline on standing ; it crystallises from water in 
prisms. 

The picrate, C ^HavST O j. C sH* (N 0 2 ) 3. OH, is obtained as an oil, which 
becomes crystalline ; it is soluble in hot water, from which it crystal- 
lises in yellow shining leaflets. 
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The solutions of its hydrochloride yield no precipitate with tannic 
acid; with potassium mercuric iodide, a white curdy precipitate; 
with mercuric chloride, a white oil ; and with iodine, yellow crystals 
and a black oil. In concentrated solutions platinum chloride gives an 
amorphous precipitate, the filtrate from which on concentration yields 
beautiful needles. 

Homatropine acts on the pupil of the eye as energetically as 
atropine. 

Phthalyltropehie, is obtained from tropine and phthalic 

acid. It forms white silky needles, sparingly soluble in water, but 
easily in alcohol, m. p. 70°. Its reactions are similar to those of atro- 
pine; its platinochloride crystallises in needles, and is sparingly 
soluble. 

Hyoscyamine, which the author purified by means of the aurochlo- 
ride, is isomeric with atropine, as shown by its analyses and those of 
the aurochloride. It crystallises in smaller and less well formed 
prisms than atropine, and melts at 113'5°, atropine melting at 108’5°. 
Its anrochloride, Cn^^NOs.HCl.AuCla, crystallises from water in 
beautiful leaflets, which have a golden lustre on drying. It melts at 
154°, whilst the atropine salt melts at 135°. 

The anthor is engaged with the further study of hyoscyamine. 

P. P. B. 

Erythroxylon Coca. By D. P. Shull (Pharm, J, Trans . [3], 10, 
408. — The leaves of this plant, a native of South America, resemble 
those of the tea plant, have an astringent and aromatic taste, and pro- 
duce a smarting and numbness of the tongue, due to the presence of 
an alkaloid, cocaine , 

The leaves are exhausted with alcohol, the colouring matter pre- 
cipitated with lime, and the filtered solution evaporated to a small 
bulk ; water is then added, and the evaporation continued to expel the 
alcohol ; after adding potassium carbonate, filtering, and saturating 
the solution with potassium carbonate, the alkaloid may be ex- 
tracted by agitation with ether. The ethereal solution is decolorised 
with animal charcoal, and allowed to stand, when cocaine is obtained 
in colourless prismatic crystals, odourless, and of a bitter taste. It is 
soluble in alcohol, ether, chloroform, and water, has strong stimulating 
properties, produces a feeling of intoxication and a smarting and 
numbness of the tongue. A light brown amorphous substance is also 
obtained from the leaves, having a strong smell, a sharp burning 
taste, and an alkaline reaction. It is soluble in alcohol, ether, chloro- 
form, and water* The leaves also contain gum, tannin, wax, and 
resin. L. T. O’S. 

Baptisia Tinctoria. By P. V. Gbeene (Pham, J. Trans, [3], 10, 
584 — 585). — Pailing to isolate the alkaloid of Baptisia tinctoria, either 
by the method of Smedley (Am, J, Pharm ^ 1862, 310) or of J. A. 
Warner (ibid,, 1871, 251), the following method was adopted : — The 
powdered root is exhausted with water, the extract evaporated with 
calcined magnesia, the dried residue extracted with alcohol (95 per 
cent.), and the solution concentrated ; distilled water is added, and 
filtered from precipitated resin. To the filtrate, tannic add is added, 

2 y 2 
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which precipitates the alkaloid; the precipitate is intimately mixed 
with lead oxide, dried, and exhausted with ether. On evaporating 
the solution a resinous mass is left, from which the pure alkaloid is 
separated by means of oleic acid at 100°. The oily solution is poured 
oft and treated with benzin (? petroleum), which dissolves the 
oleate and excess of acid. This solution is shaken with water, acidu- 
lated with hydrochloric acid, and on standing acicular crystals sepa- 
rate out from the acid solution. 

Octohedral crystals may be obtained by treating the root with 
sodium bicarbonate and evaporating the extract to dryness. The 
residue is exhausted with ether, the ether evaporated, the mass treated 
with water and filtered : after neutralising the aqueous solution with 
hydrochloric acid and extracting the colouring matter with ether, the 
solution is allowed to crystallise. 

The alkaloid gives a precipitate with Mayer’s reagent, potassium 
iodo-iodide, potassium-cadmium iodide, phosphomolybdic acid, sodium 
phosphotungstate, tannic and picric acids. It is soluble in water, 
alcohol, and ether, but insoluble in benzene and chloroform. 

L. T. O’S. 

Phytolaccin. By T. E. Claessen (Pliarm. J. Trans. [3], 10, 566).— 
Phytolaccin, a crystalline substance contained in the seeds of poke- 
bemes ( Phytolacca decandra ), is obtained in needle-shaped crystals by 
extracting the seeds with alcohol, distilling the extract, washing the 
residue with light petroleum, pulverising the dried residue, exhausting 
with ether, and evaporating the solution. It is purified by recrystallisa- 
tion from alcohol. Phytolaccin is tasteless, colourless, soluble in ether, 
chloroform, and alcohol, sparingly soluble in light petroleum, insoluble 
in water, dilute acid, strong acetic and hydrochloric acid, soda solu- 
tion, and ammonia. Concentrated sulphuric acid dissolves it with a 
brownish-yellow colour, changing to red when heated ; and in warm 
nitric acid, it dissolves with a yellow colour. It is precipitated in a 
flocculent state by water from its alcoholic and ethereal solution. On 
ignition, it first melts, then chars. It leaves no residue when burnt, 
and contains no nitrogen. L. T. O’S. 


Phytolacca Decandra, By A. C. Ehrhard {Pharm . ' J. Trans . 
£3], 10, 42b 429). An ethereal extract of the powdered root was 
evaporated to^ dryness, and the residue exhausted with alcohol. The 
alcoholic solution was found to contain potassium, calcium, sulphuric 
acid, and a fat or wax. The residue left after treating the ethereal 
extract with alcohol contained a crystalline acid resin, soluble in sul- 
phuric acid with an olive-green colour, changing to purple on heating, 
and to red on addition of nitiic acid. ° 

After exhaustion with ether the root was treated with alcohol, and 
the extract obtained yielded two crops of crystals; the first consisted 
of the potassium salt of an organic acid, and the second of cane sugar. 
The mother-liquor contained a resin and a substance, the reactions of 
which are described, but no conclusions arrived at. L, T. O’S. 


Apiol. By H. 0. Whitset (Pharm. J. Trans. [3], 10, 585—586).— 
The method adopted by Joret and Homolle for preparing apiol does 
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not yield the pure substance but a mixtnre of apiol and guatin (oil 
of parsley). Pure apiol is obtained by distilling parsley seed with 
water, and saturating the distillate with sodium chloride, when all 
the volatile oil separates out, which corresponds very closely to the 
apiol of Joret and Homolle. The residue in the* retort was filtered, 
and the solution on cooling yielded a large quantity of apiin. The 
residuary seed when treated with petroleum spirit gave 9T14 per 
cent, of a green fatty oil and resin ; further quantities of oil and resin 
were separated by ether, tbe resin being separated by alcohol. The 
alcoholic extract gave on evaporation a greenish-brown oily liquid, 
lighter than water, and easily saponified by alkalis. The author has 
failed to isolate the parsley camphor described by E. v. Gerichten. 

L. T. O’S. 

Colouring Matter of the Caryophyllaceee. By H. Bischoff 
(Biecl. Centr ., 1879, 875). — The colouring matter of the Caryophyllace© 
has been spectroscopically examined, the appearances with maximum 
and minimum absorption, and the action of acids and alkalis noted. 
The same colouring matter appears to he present in all the members of 
the family. E. W. P. 

Putrefaction-products of Albumin. By E. and H. Salxowhki 
(Per., 13, 189 — 193). — In continning their research (Ber., 12, 648 
and 1438, this Journal, 1879. Abst., 659), the authors find that the acetic 
and benzoic series of acids may he best separated from the hydroxy- 
adds in the products of putrefaction, by distillation in a current of super- 
heated steam. The non-volatile portion contains, besides the hydroxy- 
adds, a crystalline compound which melts at 1G1° with simultaneous 
decomposition into carbonic anhydride and skatole. 

The quantity of parahydroxyphenylacetic add, formed by the 
putrefaction of blood albnmin and the hydrodnnamic add from the 
putrefaction of flesh, is diminished by the presence of air during the 
process, whilst the amount of cresol is increased, W. 0. W. 

Guanidine, an Oxidation-product of Albumin. By E. Losso 
( Annalen , 201, 369 — 376).— In order to settle the disputed question 
of the formation of urea by the action of potassium permanganate on 
albumin, an aqueous solution of pnrified egg albumin was treated 
with a mixture of potassium permanganate and magnesium sulphate, 
until a permanent colour was imparted to the liquid. The magnesium 
sulphate was added with a view of keeping the solution feebly alka- 
line. After filtering the mixture and acidifying with dilute sulphuric 
acid, a bulkypredpitate is thrown down ; the filtrate contains guani- 
dine, which Bechamp (Jo urn. de PJiarm . [3], 31, 32) mistook for 
urea. W. 0. W* 
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Physiological Chemistry, 

Digestion of Pood by the Horse when at Work. By E. v. 
Wolff and others (Bied. Cent , 18 79, 827 — 835).— The result of the 
experiments on the digestion of food by the horse, when performing 
different amonnts of work, was that the digestion of food is not in- 
fluenced by muscular exertion. Comparing the amount of matter 
assimilated during the digestion of various foods by the horse and sheep, 
the following facts are arrived at : — The horse makes less use of hay 
than ruminants, the difference being 11 — 12 per cent.; but crude 

B ‘ fin is equally digested in both horse and sheep. On the other 
, there is a wide difference as regards fibre ; although the digestion 
of the non-nitrogenous extractive matter is more equal. Comparison 
of the digestive capacity for various kinds of hay shows that they are 
alike in both animals as regards the total organic matter; but as 
regards the various constituents, there is a difference, viz., with smaller 
absolute quantities of protein the difference is smaller; but in a few 
sorts which are difficult of digestion, the horse makes a better use of 
the protein than the sheep. There does not appear to be much dif- 
ference between the digestibility of the fat and non-nitrogenous ex- 
tract in either animal, but the opposite is the case as regards the fibre. 
Oats and beans and steeped maize are digested with like ease. Feeding 
the horse continuously with the same sort of hay appears to have no 
influence on the digestion of that food, whether it be given in large or 
in small quantities. E. W. JP. 

Absorption of Food. ( Dingl . pohjt. 234, 486 — 489). — Nutri- 
tion, as is well known, has to solve two problems, viz. : — (1) to build 
up and sustain the organism, and (2) to introduce and utilise latent 
energy so as to preserve the actual forces of the body and its organs, 
i>., production of heat, electricity, mechanical labour, &e. The 
albuminoids have to fulfil the first-named task, whilst all organic sub- 
stances develop force in proportion to the latent energy liberated 
during their conversion in the organism. The n on-nitrogenous sub- 
stances which take a subordinate part in the building up of the body, 
and consequently possess the largest amount of latent energy, are 
mainly utilised for the production of the vital forces, the chief agent 
of which is animal heat. 

In order to estimate the nutritive value of a food, it does not suffice 
to ascertain the amount of nitrogen and carbonic acid, or to know the 
quantity of albumin, fat, and carbohydrates contained therein; but 
it is necessary that we should know the amount of every nutritive 
principle really absorbed into the system. To form a correct opinion 
as to the absorption of these different principles, we must further con- 
sider the quantity necessary for the preparation of a diet, in order to 
obtain the proper proportions of nitrogen and carbon. Heat, eggs, 
and white bread form the most favourable diet, whilst maize, potatoes, 
and black bread may be included in this group. As a rule, fat is 
absorbed into the system with but little residue. Larger quantities of 
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fat appear to influence the utilisation of the carbohydrates. How- 
ever, the absorption of the latter into the system is of great import- 
ance, since they represent the greater part of the dry substances in 
the food of most men. Vegetable diet, which generally is poor in 
nitrogen, gives excrements with more nitrogen than animal food. 

In conclusion, it is stated that the causes of the differences in the 
absorption of alimentary principles contained in various food-staffs 
have still to be explained more satisfactorily. * D. B. 

Feeding Experiments with Pigs. By E. v. Wolff, W. v. 
Funke, and Gr. Dittmaxn (Biecl. Centr ., 1879, 835 — 841). — The results 
of the experiments in which the fattening values of potatoes and 
flesh-meal are compared, are as follows : — The amount of diy matter 
given caused the live weight to increase in five months from 27*2 
to 89*2 kilos.; the mean daily increase per head was 0*403 kilo., 
when the mean daily feeding was 0*450 kilo. By a judicious mixture 
of flesh-meal and boiled potatoes, a larger amount of solid matter is 
retained than when potatoes alone, or with split peas, are given. 
Likewise the nourishing influence of a given quantity of diy matter, 
together with flesh-meal, is greater than without the latter. Young 
pigs fatten better on potatoes than older ones. Beyond a certain 
range, there is no advantage in nsing flesh-meal, as a like quantity of 
carbohydrates will do as well ; the minimum ratio appears to he 1 of 
flesh-meal to 33 of potatoes. Beyond this, 4*78 kilos, of potatoes seem 
to do the work of 1 kilo, of flesh-meal. The ratio of flesh-meal to 
potatoes = 1 : *25 yields good results. It appears, then, that flesh-meal 
may with advantage he mixed with any food poor in albuminoids. 

E. W. P. 

Activity of Bees. By E. Erlexmeyer and A. v. Planta-Beichexau 
(Bied. Gentr ., 1879, 841 — 844). — The points to be determined were, 
whether bees find honey and wax ready formed in flowers or not, and 
whether they alter, wholly or in part, these substances. Several 
specimens of honey were examined, and the pollen separated by mixing 
the honey with water and then filtering, and in the filtrate were deter- 
mined the coagulable albumin, total nitrogen, ash, and phosphoric 
acid. Fresh honey appears to contain more water than old honey ; 
the coagulable albumin represents only part of the total nitrogen. Of 
the remaining nitrogenous matter, a part is soluble in alcohol, a part 
insoluble; the proportions which these bear to one another are *0208 : 
'0337 : '0236 ; the nectar of plants contains no albumin. The amount 
of wax in honey was determined by means of ether, the extract so 
obtained being treated with alcohol to remove oils ; the purified wax 
melted at 60 U C. S and was present in varying quantities: "1603 : *0357 : 
*0967 part per 100 dry substance. The presence of cane-sugar was 
microscopically detected, but is present only in small quantities; 
the greater portion which is at first collected, having been changed 
into glucose by the saliva of the bees, and by the ferment contained in 
the pollen. The authors consider that the wax is produced by the bees 
from sugar. E. W. P. 

Physiological Action of Borax. By E. db Cyon and G. lb Box 
(Bied. Centr 1879, 868). — Cyon states that meat preserved by borax 



416 


ABSTRACTS OB' CHEMICAL PAPERS. 


is not diminished in its power of nourishing, and that the substitution 
of borax for salt greatly aids assimilation of food; whereas le Bon 
asserts that meat cured with borax is useless as a food ; in fact, is 
har mful. E, W. P. 


Chemistry of Vegetable Physiology and Agriculture. 

Alkaloid of Lupinus Luteus. By H. C. Schulz (Bied. Oentr., 
1879, 874). — The recognition of an alkaloid in lupines will account for 
the several fatal results of feeding cattle with them. In the seed of 
yellow lupines a crystallisable base has been found of the composition 
bioHaiNOs, soluble in water, melting at 62*5°, and boiling at 269 — 
270°. Besides this, two other amorphous alkaloids have been found, 
CsHnlSTO and C 7 H 15 KO. None of the three bear any resemblance to 
coniine. E. W. P. 

Increase of Dry Matter in Several Agricultural Plants dur- 
ing Growth. (Bied. Oentr,, 1879,844 — 847). — This paper contains 
a mere statement of the points investigated by various persons. The 
only research described is that by Messrs. Kreusler, Prehn, and Hom- 
beyer on maize. It is fonnd that the first great increase of dry matter 
is attained at the period of maximum development of the male flowers ; 
and that a retrogression of the growth takes place when the seed sets. 

E. W. P. 

Absorption of Oxygen and Expiration of Carbonic Anhy- 
dride by Plants. By H. Mojssan (Bied. Oentr., 1879, 874). — Every 
organ of a plant inspires oxygen and gives ont carbonic anhydride ; 
expiration of carbonic anhydride is not always accompanied by ab- 
sorption of oxygen ; generally at low temperatures the volume of oxy- 
gen absorbed is greater than that of the carbonic anhydride expired ; 
tor every species of plant there is a definite temperature at which a 
given volume of oxygen is replaced by a like volume of carbonic 
anhydride. E. W. P. 

Constitution of Frozen Beech - leaves. By J. Schroder 
(Bied, Oentr., 1879, 875). — The leaves of a beech tree which had 
been frosted in May appeared to have the same amount of nitrogen 
and phosphorus as a normal leaf in the same month. E. W. P. 

Composition of Leaves of Diseased Vines. By E. Eotondi and 
A. Galihberti (Bied. Centr., 1879, 876). — Diseased vine leaves con- 
tain more moisture than healthy leaves, and in the dry matter there is 
a higher percentage of nitrogen, ash, phosphoric acid, potash, and 
soda. E. W. P. 

Dry and Wet Rot in Potatoes. By J. Reined and G. Berthold 
(Bied. Oenir 1879, 851 — 855). — The two classes of rot to which pota- 
toes are subject, namely the dry, in which the tuber becomes loose and 
spongy, ooated on the outside with mould, and the wet, in which the 
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interior of the tuber becomes partially liquid, the outside being also 
coated with mould, are not due originally to the fungi Fhytnphtora 
infestaius and Saprophyte , but to Bacteria {Bacillus subtilus and Bac- 
terium navicula). The disease is generally accompanied and aided by 
the presence of Phytophtora, but not always. If a healthy and 
Phytophtora-free potato be inoculated with Bacteria by means of the 
fluid from a diseased potato, disease will be communicated. Potatoes 
having a maximum of starch resist the disease most effectually. 
Potatoes grown on moist soils, and soils containing much organic 
matter, such as stable manure, are most liable to disease. The starch 
from diseased potatoes is yellow, but it can be used for the prepara- 
tion of dextrin of a second quality. E. W. P. 

Comparative Investigation of Hops. By C. 0. Habz (Bied. 
Gentr., 18/9, 848 — 850). — The proportion in weight of the various 
parts to one another of several species of hops has been determined, 
and tables are given of the results. The sp. gr. of the alcoholic 
extract is about 0*795. The percentage of leaf is about 79, but 
there appears to be no definite relationship between the lupulin, fruit, 
or leaves, neither can any be found between lupulin, fruit, and tannin, 
which last is present to the extent of about 3 per cent. E. W. P. 

Supposed Presence of Catechol in Plants. By C. Preussb 
( Bied . Centr 1879, 874). — The author denies the presence of cate- 
chol in the leaves of Ampelopsis hederacea , and considers that some 
kind of tannin was mistaken for catechol. E. W. P. 

Influence of Manures on the Combustibility of Tobacco. 
By Gr. CAsnoxi {Bied. Centr., 1879, 812 — 814). — The manures em- 
ployed were, potassium ammonium and calcium sulphates, potassium 
and sodium nitrates, and potassium and sodium chlorides. The 
nitrates had most effect as regards vigour of growth, whereas the 
chlorides and gypsum were prejudicial, the yield in weight being 
even higher when no manure was applied than when ammonium sul- 
phate or sodium chloride was added. As regarding combustibility, 
the leaf was almost totally incombustible when the plant had been 
manured with gypsum, but that produced by potassium sulphate and 
chloride was completely combustible. E. W. P. 

Combustibility of and Amount of Chlorine in Manured 
Tobacco. By A. Mayer (Bied. Centr., 1879, 814 — 816). — Tobacco 
manured with chlorides may contain as much as 0*52 per cent, of 
chlorine, whilst an unmanured plant will only contain about 0*21 per 
cent, in the leaves of the plant. The author confirms the statement 
that chlorides have a prejudicial influence on the combustibility of 
tobacco, as expressed by Cantoni (vide preceding paper) ; it is there- 
fore recommended that no chlorides should be used to manure the 
tobacco plant, but nitrates in preference. E. W. P. 

Application of Natural Products as Manures. By F. Ullik 
(Bied. Centr., 1879, 801 — 804). — Some basalts contain a considerable 
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quantity of potassium and phosphoric acid, hut in. such a form as 
not to be easily dissolved by acetic acid, and therefore not readily 
absorbable by plants ; but if the finely ground stone be treated with 
a 2 per cent, solution of potassium chloride, calcium is eliminated, 
and the phosphoric acid rendered more soluble. Thus the ratio of 
the difficultly soluble to the readily soluble potassium m the original 
basalt is 7 : 1, whereas after treatment the ratio is 4 : 1. In the same 
way the ratios of the phosphoric acid are 90 : 1 before treatment, and 
4*8 : 1 afterwards. “■ ™ 

Determination of the Chemical Peculiarities of Soils and 
Manures requisite for them; and on the Action of Soluble 
and Reduced Phosphates. By D. v. Koth ( Bied . Oentr, 9 1879, 805 
312). — The soil on which the experiments were performed contained 
50 per cent, of clay and sand, and only 0*039 phosphoric acid ; the 
manures were dug in to a depth of 10 — 12 cm. The special results 
are naturally only of local interest. Of the three forms in which 
phosphoric acid is applied, viz., superphosphate, precipitated phos- 
phate, and patent “ humus superphosphate” (dried peat saturated with 
free phosphoric acid), precipitated phosphate seems to have been the 
most successful. 

Another series of experiments was devised to determine the relative 
valne of soluble and reduced phosphates. The results were as follows : 
— The application of soluble phosphate alone in a calcareous soil has 
no effect; the application of reduced phosphate has considerable 
effect ; when potash is present* the soluble phosphate still yields the 
worst results; but when potash and nitrogen were added, the results with 
barley were equal, except that the straw was increased by the reduced 
phosphate. E. W. P. 


Manuring of Sugar-Beet in America. By C. L. Gobssmann 
(Bled. Centr. 9 1879, 816).— The following are the tabulated results of 
experiments on sugar-beet: — 


Soil. 

Manure. 

Sp.gr. of 
juice of 
root in deg. 
Biix. 

Percentage 
of sugar 
in juice. 

Percentage 
of toreign 
matter 
in juice. 

Percentage 
of sugar 
m soluble 
matter 
of juice. 

Sandy loam Free stable manure . . 

16*50 

12*50 

4-00 

75*08 

Loamy cla\ 

» »» • » 

15*50 

10*05 

4 15 

71*80 

Allmial 

» M ■ * 

12*75 

9*17 

8-58 

71 92 


Fresh pigs’ dung .... 

13*50 

9*53 

8-97 

70 96 

Light *and 

None 

18*50 

13*73 

4-77 

74*21 

Alluvial .. 

Brighton’s artificial 
manure 

14 *50 

11 ‘15 

3*35 

76*90 

Heavy.. . 

Stable manure 

12 *25 

8*15 

4*10 

66*58 


E. W. P. 

Raising Vines from Seed. By A. Blankenhobn (Bied. Centr., 
1879* 850). — It is recommended that vines be raised from seed to 
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avoid the effect of Phylloxera. Attempts to do this have often failed, 
by reason of the fact that the seed does not ripen until long after the 
period of ripening of the grape itself. The seeds of a vine which 
resists the attacks of Phylloxera are stronger in habitus, and more 
regularly formed. E. W. P. 


Analytical Chemistry. 

Determination of the Specific Gravity of Liquids. By H. 
Sommerkory (Ber., 13, 143 — 144). — The apparatus consists of a tube 
of thin glass of S to 4 cm. diameter, the lower end of which is closed 
by a thin disc of glass or platinum, having the same circumference as 
the tube. The disc is held in its position by a thread. The apparatus 
is immersed in the liquid under examination to such a depth that the 
pressure is great enough to sustain the disc in its position without the 
aid of the thread. It is then gradually raised until the point is 
reached, when the pressure of the liquid is no longer strong enough to 
support the disc. The length of tube immersed is read off by means 
of a millimetre scale etched on the glass. The sp. gr. can now be cal- 
culated with the aid of the formula = sp. gr., where Gr represents 
the weight and a the area of the disc, and h the length of tube im- 
mersed. Since 5 is constant, and only ~ varies with the sp. gr., the 

Or Jb 

specific gravities calculated for the different values of h may he etched 
on the tube. 

This apparatus yields more correct results than ordinary hydro- 
meters do. W. 0. W. 

New Method of Determining the Fusing Points of Organic 
Substances. By G. Roster ( <2azzetta> 10, 13 — 16). — The author 
points out that the ordinary method of ascertaining the melting point 
of a substance as well as Terreil’s (this Journal, 1879, Abst., 693), 
where the substance is attached to the bulb of the thermometer, which 
is then cautiously heated over a small gas flame, is liable to give in- 
accurate results. He has, however, modified the last-mentioned pro- 
cess by fixing the thermometer horizontally and placing the substance 
on the bulb, which is then heated in an air-bath. This air-bath con- 
sists of two stout brass tubes, the inner one 3 cm. in diameter and 
35 long, closed at one end, and having a small glazed aperture 5 cm. 
from the open end ; the external tube is 8 cm. in diameter and 17 
long, and is closed with annular rings at each end, so that it may slide 
over the internal tube, and is also furnished with a glazed aperture 
larger than that in the internal tube ; when these two windows are 
brought opposite to one another the interior of the inner tube can be 
easily seen. To use this apparatus a thermometer with large bulb is 
fixed horizontally, and a small quantity of the substance whose melting 
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point is to be determined, is placed on it. The air-bath above 
described is also fixed on a movable stand at snch a height that the 
axis of the internal tube shall correspond exactly with the thermometer 
stem ; it is then moved forward until the bulb, of the thermometer is 
opposite to the glazed apertures. The extremity of the internal tube 
remote from the glazed aperture is then heated by .means of a gas- 
lamp, and as soon as any trace of moisture there might be in the in- 
terior has escaped, the open extremity of the tube is closed by a loosely- 
fitting ping which surrounds the stem of the thermometer. The 
temperature then rises slowly and gradually, and as the substance and 
the bulb of the thermometer are always at exactly the same tempera- 
ture the fusing point can be determined with very great accuracy. 

C. E. G. 

Estimation of Carbonic Acid in the Air. By M. Kapusstin 
( Bar ., 12, 2376). — This method depends on the fact that when air 
containing carbonic anhydride is shaken with a solution of caustic 
soda in alcohol (90 per cent.) the whole of the sodium, carbonate 
formed is precipitated ; sufficient water is then added to redissolve this 
precipitate, and from the amount of water reqnired, the quantity of 
carbonic anhydride present is deduced. In an actual experiment, 
5 litres of air are shaken for half an hour with 75 c.c. of alcoholic 
soda (1 litre of this solution = 0*5 gram NaHO), 25 c.c. of the 
liquid are withdrawn, and water added gradually from a burette until 
the liquid becomes clear. The amount of carbonic anhydride present 
in the original volume of air is then found from the equation 

x = n — where n = the c.c. of water required by the whole 75 c.c. 

0 55 

of the soda solution. This method is recommended especially for 
sanitary purposes, where the number of determinations is of more 
importance than the great exactness of a single experiment. 

T. 0. 

Estimation of Aqueous Vapour in the Atmosphere. By 
F. Rudoefp (Ber., 13, 149 — 152). — In order to determine the amount 
of moisture in the atmosphere, a three-necked Wolffs flask of 1 litre 
capacity is used. Each neck is provided with a perforated ground 
glass stopper ; to one of these a manometer containing sulphuric acid 
(sp. gr. 1*30) is attached. A burette containing strong sulphuric acid 
passes through the second, and a glass tube provided with a stopcock 
passes through the third stopper to within a short distance of the 
bottom of the flask. The first stopper is fitted with a two-way stop- 
cock, so that the flask may be placed either in communication with the 
manometer or with the external atmosphere. 

At the beginning of each determination the stoppers are removed 
from the perfectly dry flask, and air is blown in to the apparatus from 
a pair of hand-bellows, the stoppers are replaced, and the manometer 
placed in communication with the interior of the flask. A small 
quantity of sulphuric acid is allowed to flow from the burette into the 
flask, aqueous vapour is absorbed, and the manometer is depressed. 
After an interval of six minutes sulphuric acid iB again slowly added 
until the manometer regains its normal position. The volume of acid 
added is equal to the volume of aqueous vapour in the flask. 

W. 0. w. 
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Estimation of Oxygen dissolved in Water. By J. Kosic 
(Per., 13, 154 — 156). — The author makes the following observations 
on the paper of Tiemann and Preusse (Ber., 12, 1768, and this voL, 
137). The use of Reichard’s apparatus ( Zeits . Anal. Cltem., 11, 271 ; 
and this Journal, 26, 412) for expelling the dissolved gases from 
water in the gasometrio method of estimating oxygen yields too high 
results. 

Mohr’s process yields slightly too high and Schiitzenberger’s too low 
numbers. Mohr’s method is well adapted for those cases in which an 
interval elapses between the different analyses, since the strength of 
the volumetric solutions does not change rapidly. Where a large 
number of determinations are made in immediate succession, it is ad- 
visable to use Schutzenberger’s process. In this case, it is recommended 
to ascertain the strength of the sodium hyposulphite solution (NaaSO,) 
by titration with water saturated with air instead of copper oxide 
solution. W. 0. W. 

Volumetric Estimation of Arsenic Acid. By W. A. H. Natlor 
( Bharm . J '. Trans . [3], 10, 441 — 443). — Hydriodic acid exerts a re- 
ducing action on arsenic acid, and under certain circumstances may be 
applied to its estimation. The hydriodic acid solution must contain at 
least 20 per cent. HI, and the iodine estimated as quickly as it is 
liberated. 

To determine the valne of an arsenate, a portion equal to 0*05 — 0*03 
gram of arsenic acid is weighed and dissolved in water and a little 
hydrochloric acid, 5 c.c. of a 20 per cent, hydriodic acid solution are 
added, and the iodine titrated with sodium hyposulphite. To prevent 
the oxidation of the hydriodic acid, the operation must be performed 
in an atmosphere of carbonic anhydride. Towards the end of the 
reaction, the iodine is liberated at increased intervals, and before 
taking the final reading 15 minutes should be allowed to elapse. The 
reaction may be represented by the equation H 3 AsO a + 2HI = 
H 3 As0 3 + H 2 0 + I 2 - The method may be employed in presence of 
phosphates and arsenites. 

The results given are satisfactory, varying from 2 to *25 per cent. 
As a qualitative test it may be used to detect 0‘ 0001 gram AssO* in 
1 gram As 2 0 3 . L. T. O’S. 

Valuation of Wine. ByHouDART and T. Petit (Bied. Centr ., 
1879, 858 — 859), — To assign a value to wine, the following must be 
determined : — (1) the density D at 15° ; (2) the amount of alcohol 
a present ; (3) the weight of the dried extract p per litre ; (4) the 
mean density 0 of this extract. Then let P = weight of water, 
P x = weight of alcohol contained in 1 litre of wine, whose sp. gr. = D, 
and containing a of alcohol ; also let d = density of water, and D x =r 
density of a mixture of pure water and the quantity a of alcohol : then 
the weight of a litre of wine will be expressed by the equation 
1,000 D = P P ! + p. Suppose the extract to be replaced by water, 
then a mixture will be obtained containing the same amount of alcohol 
as the wine ; let D x be the density of such a mixture, and this is 
found by reference to tables of density. The weight then of a litre of 
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this mixture is 1,000 Di = P + Pi + ^ d. Subtract the second 


from the first equation and we have 1000 (D — Di) = jp —£d, then 

c 

Another formula may he employed, viz., 


c = 


p - 1,000 (D - Di) 
p = 2*062 (D - DO. 


E. W. P. 


Estimation of the Decolorising Power of Animal Charcoal. 
By Reinecke and G. Meyer ( Bied . Cent 1879, 857). The decolorising 
power of bone charcoal appears to be inversely as its specific gravity. 

E. W. P. 


Adulteration and Examination of Pood and Drink. By 
P. Fincher ( Dingl . jpolyt. 235, 140 — 150). — Flour . — In the Im- 
perial German Act concerning the adulteration of food, &c., flour 
denotes the grain of corn as prepared in the grinding process. As 
adulterants the following substances have been used : — 

a . Flour of peas, lentils, beans, maize, and potatoes. These are not 
injurious to health. 

b. Gypsum, barytes, chalk, magnesium carbonate, and other mineral 
constituents, the use of which is injnrions. 

c . Alum, copper sulphate, and similar metallic salts, which when 
used in the preparation of bread, are very injurious to health. The 
colouring of macaronis for soups with picric acid instead of yolk of egg 
or saffron is also condemned. The methods for analysing flour have 
been noted elsewhere (ibid., 231 ; 85, 287). 

Confectionery . — The following colours are not injurious : — For white : 
fine meal, starch ; red : cochineal, carmine, madder-red, beet-root juice, 
and cherry-juice ; yellow : saffron, safflower, turmeric ; blue : indigo, 
litmus; green: juice of spinach and mixtures of non-injnrious yellow 
and blue colours ; for brown : burnt sugar, juice of liquorice ; black : 
Indian ink. 

Meat : sausages . — Under the following conditions meat is injurious 
to health : — 

1. The meat of animals that have died. 

2. The meat of animals afflicted with mania, glanders, splenitis, or 
with inflammation of the inner organs or outer parts of the body. 

3. The meat of animals slaughtered while in a diseased state hav ing 
shown signs of typhoid appearances or of emaciation. 

4. The meat of animals suffering from poisoning, or having been 
treated with large quantities of poisonous substances previous to being 
slaughtered. 

5. Meat affected with trichinosis or tuberculosis. 

6. Meat tainted considerably. 

The value of meat is diminished, but without being dangerously 
injurious: — 

1. In all cases of fever and chronic diseases in which consumption 
has set in. 

2. In the case of calves less than eight to ten days old. 
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8. The nutritive value of sausages is decreased by the addition of 
flour (ibid., 209 , 23 8).— 

4. Horseflesh is often sold as an adulterant for beef (ibid., 
-203—231). 

5. Milk . — It would seem that adulteration is of more frequent 
occurrence with this article than with all other foods or drinks (ibid., 
6, 391; 40 , 234; 74 , 157; 224 , 554; 227 , 316). The following 
adulterations are mostly noticed : — 

a. Skimmed milk contains less fat than unskimmed milk, and is not 
suitable for the nourishment of sucklings. 

b. Dilution: unskimmed milk and even skimmed milk is often 
adulterated with water, whereby the nutritive value is lowered. 

c . The addition of foreign ingredients to milk (starch, chalk, 
gypsum, wheat flour, &c.) is not often practised, and is usually made 
with the view of preventing the detection of the adulteration with 
water, as they impart to the diluted milk the normal degree of non- 
transparency and thickness. The author refers to the various methods 
known for the analysis of milk. He states that milk containing less 
than 3 per cent., or even 2*8 per cent, fat, or 11*5 per cent, dry sub- 
stances, should not necessarily be called adulterated. 

Butter. — According to the German Act, butter is the fat obtained 
from the milk of manniferous animals. The increase in weight by 
adding foreign substances to butter is not allowed. Various other 
conditions of adulteration of butter are considered in the original, all 
of which have been published previously. D. B. 

Presence of Sulphuric Acid in Milk. By G. Musso and P. 
Schmidt (Bied. Oentr., 1879, 865). — Both authors prove that sulphates 
are present in milk, although it was formerly stated that they were 
only present in milk to which spring water had been added. The 
amount naturally present amounts to 0*0881 — 0*0391 per cent. 

E. W. P. 

Butter Adulteration. By W. G. Crookes and others (Bied. 
Centr., 1879, 861 — 865;. — The processes recommended divide them- 
selves into three classes: — (1) microscopic; (2) specific weight; 
(3) estimation of the fatty acids. 

Microscopic Test , — Mylius proposes to examine the butter with a 
polarising apparatus, in which the Nzcol’s prism is replaced hy one 
of herapathite. Pure butter which has not been melted shows no 
signs of polarisation, but if lard, suet, &c., which have been melted, 
and are therefore crystalline, are present, the crystals appear light on 
a dark ground. 

Estimation of Specific Gravity. — Konig has determined the sp. gr. 
of several fats at 100°, and finds the sp. gr. of pure butter to be 
0*865—0*868; artificial butter 0*859 ; suet 0*860; mutton suet 0*860 ; 
lard 0*861 ; horse fat 0*861. Mixtures gave intermediate numbers. 

Estimation of Fatty Acids . — P. Jean saponifies the butter with 
alcoholic potash, and adds magnesium sulphate after evaporation of 
the alcohol, washes the precipitate on a filter, and decomposes with 
hot dilute sulphuric add. Pure butter should only contain of these 
solid fatty acids 87 — 88*2 per cent., whereas oleo-margarin contains 
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94 1 — 95*7, and butter of poor quality 90 ; so that butter having more 
than 88 per cent, of solid fatty acids may be considered as being 
adulterated. Rei chart saponifies 2*5 grams of butter with 1 gram of 
solid potash and 20 c.c. 80 per cent, of alcohol and distils the result- 
ing soap with sulphuric acid ; the first 50 c.c. of the distillate should 
require, if the butter be pure, about 14 — 15 c.c. of decinormal soda, 
solution, but cocoannt fat only 3*7 c.c.. and oleo-margarin 0*25 — 
0*95 c.c. ; if, then a butter require only 12*5 c.c. of soda it is impure. 
Koettstorfer's process has already been described (this Journal, Abstr., 
1879, 1009). B. W. P. 

Testing of Pepsin. By A. Petit ( Thnrm . J. Turns. [3], 10, 
583 — 534;. — After reviewing the various methods of testing pepsin, 
namely :—(l) By coagulation ; (2) by coagulated white of egg ; (3) by 
fibrin, the author concludes that the first method should be rejected, 
since the principle in rennet which coagulates milk differs from that 
which dissolves and transforms fibrin. 

The second method which is generally adopted has one objection, that 
it does not establish sufficient gradation in the transformation ; it may, 
however, be used as follows : — An egg is boiled for half an hour, the 
white passed through a sieve, and 5 grams of the coagulated albumin 
are treated with 25 grams of hydrochloric acid (1*5 HOI per litre) 
at 40°. The albumin should be dissolved in four or five hours by 
0 10 pepsin. The mixture should be shaken every half hour. 

The third method is the most suitable. All the phemonena are dis- 
tinct and comparable ; whatever be the nature of the ferment, all things 
being equal, its exact equivalence may be determined by reference to 
other specimens. 5 grams of moist fibrin strongly dried are treated 
with 25 c.c. of hydrochloric acid (3 grams HC1 per litre), and to several 
flasks thus prepared quantities of pepsin, varying from 0*10 to 0*60 
gram, are added and heated to 50°, at which temperature the action of 
pepsin is a maximum. Agitate every half hour until dissolved, and 
then every hour : no precipitate should be produced by nitric acid after 
6 hours’ heating with 0*5 — 0*6 gram pepsin. L. T. 0*S. 

Detection of Alizarin, Iso- and Flavo-purpurins ; and the 
Estimation of Alizarin. By E. Schuxck and Roemer ( Ber 13, 
41 — 43). — These compounds may be separated by fractional subli- 
mation, since alizarin begins to sublime at 110°, flavopurpurin at 
160°, and isopurpurin at 170°. The first is easily removed by keeping 
the temperature below 160°; iu the sublimate obtained above 170° 
the two purpurins may be distinguished by the aid of the microscope, 
flavopurpurin subliming in fine reddish-yellow needles, whilst iso- 
purpurin sublimes in compact, well-formed rhombic crystals ; or they 
may be separated by means of benzene, m which the latter is inso- 
luble, whilst the former is easily soluble. 

The authors propose to apply the above to estimate alizarin. The 
mixture is heated at 140° as long as a sublimate is obtained and the 
residue weighed, and thus the alizarin estimated by loss. In applying 
this method to commercial alizarin, it is necessary first to remove 
anthraqumone, oxyanthraquinone, anthra-, and isoanthra-fiavio acids* 

P. P . B. 
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Action of Sulphuric Acid on Phosphates, especially Calcium 
Phosphate, in connection 'with the Manufacture of Super- 
phosphates, By J. Post ( Ber 13, 57 — 58). — The author finds that 
by the use of an acid containing 19*8 per cent. H 2 SO*, a veiy com- 
plete reaction takes place between it (2 mols. H*SO*) and calcium 
phosphate (1 mol.). After a few minutes, the alcoholic extract of the 
product yields but traces of sulphuric acid. 

In various experiments, 54*45, 55*66, 57*1, 58*75, and 61*2 per cent, 
of phosphoric acid was found, the theoretical being 66*67 per cent. 

P. P. B. 

Electro-brass Plating. By J. J. Hesz (Dingl polyt . Jl, 235, 
47). — The author uses the following bath, which differs materially 
from former formulae : — 84 grams sodium bicarbonate, 54 grams 
ammonium chloride, and 13 grams potassium cyanide are dissolved 
in 2 litres of water. To render the bath active, the sides of the vessel 
are covered with a sheet of brass which serve as anode, whilst another 
piece of brass hangs in the bath and forms the cathode. The current 
is allowed to pass through the bath for one hour, when it is ready for 
use. It is better to employ cast brass. 

In order to tin directly on zinc, the author uses the following mix- 
ture : — 50 grains sodium phosphate, 50 grams sal ammoniac, 25 grams 
sodium bicarbonate, and 25 grams tin salt dissolved in 1 litre of water. 
Instead of sodium phosphate, Eochelle salt may be employed. 

D. B. 

Composition of Must at different Stages of Ripeness of the 
Grape. ByE. Rotondi and A. Galimberti (Died. Gentry 1879, 877). — 
As ripening pmceeds, the total acid and free tartaric acid dimmish, 
whilst the ash and sugar increase. E. W. P. 

Patent Process for Preparing Inverted Sugar. By Maumee, 
Cail, and Co. [Bled. Centr., 1879, 856). — Sugar dissolved in four times 
its weight of water is boiled with -jnnnr concentrated sulphuric acid in 
silvered or tinned boilers, then neutralised with barium carbonate, 
filtered, and evaporated. To separate the salts which may be present 
in solution, alcohol is added, which may be recovered by distillation. 
By such a process, the crude product obtained in the first stage of the 
manufacture of sugar may be made available for the making of pre- 
serves. E. W. !P. 

Extracts of Narcotic Plants. By H. Brbtbt (Pharm. J*. Trans. 
[3], 10, 565 — 566). — To determine the value of varions extracts of 
narcotic plants, extracts were made by the different processes in vogue 
and the proportion of alkaloid contained in them determined. 

Comparative experiments on conixun with the extract of the defe- 
cated juice and extract by infusion, show that 10 grams of the former 
yield from 0*01309 to Q‘0159 gram conicine, and the latter, 0*01857 to 
0*0829 gram. 

vol. xxxviii. 2 h 
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Analyses of belladonna and datura were made with more uniform 
results. 

1 kilo, of fresh, leaves of belladonna : — 

Per cent. Grams 
Grams. Con taining atropine, atropine. 

On clarification of juice yield 5*16 coagulum = — = 0*0580 

„ 29*60 juice extract . . = 0*805 = 0*1067 

Deprived of juice .... „ 15*50 aqueous extract = 0*721 = 0*1117 

When dried „ 54*94 „ „ = 0*721 = 0*3961 

„ „ „ 48*54 alcoholic „ = 1*352 = 0*6562 


Alcoholic extract of datura yields 1*442 per cent, alkaloid. 

„ „ belladoima yields 1*081 — 1*4 per cent, alkaloid. 

Defecated juice of „ „ 0*090 — 0*27 » 

Aqueous extract of datura yields 0*451 per cent, alkaloid. 

„ ,, belladonna yields 0*721 — 0*180 per cent, alkaloid. 

These results show that the alcoholic extract is much the richest in 
alkaloid, the extract by infusion ranks next. The extracts of the non- 
defecated juice are richer in alkaloid than the defecated ; this confirms 
the opinion that the extracts of Storck are more active than those of 
the defecated juice. L. T. O’S. 


Manufacture of Resorcinol and Colouring-matters derived 
from it. By Botjschepleb ( Dingl . polyt 234,484). — An abstract 
on this subject ( Chem . News> 38, 226) has already appeared in this 
Journal (Abst., 1879, 291), but from the article in Dingier it would 
seem that the temperatures formerly given (loe. cit .) are in degrees 
Fahrenheit and not Celsius. C. E. G. 


New Class of Phenol Colours. By C. Reichl (Dingl pokjt. 
235, 532 ; from the Derich, d. Osier. Chem. Ges., 1879, 12). — The pro- 
perty which phenol has of giving beautifully coloured compounds with 
aldehydes, acids, and anhydrides of polybasic acids, induced the author 
to investigate the action of polyatomic alcohols on the same group of 
bodies. Similar results were obtained in the case of glycerol, and it 
appeared, during the investigation, that carbohydrates, mannitol, 
quercite, erythrol, and ethylene glycol give colours with phenols. The 
author describes the colours obtained with glycerol and the compounds 
thymol, cresol, phenol, quinol, orcinol, resorcinol, and pyrogallol, and 
to these coloured bodies be gives the name of “glycerelnes.” 

Two parts of phenol, 2 parts of glycerol, and 1 to 2 parts of sul- 
phuric acid heated at 110 — 120° for a long time, give a dark reddish- 
yellow resin-like mass ; this is well washed and dissolved in alcohol or in 
sodarlye; the colour is then obtained by diluting the alcoholic solution 
or by the addition of hydrochloric acid to the soda solution. The 
substance gave the formula C9H10O2, formed as follows : — 

CeHflO 4- OHA =s C b H 10 O 2 + 2H 3 0. 

This “ phenolglycerem,” a brownish-yellow, amorphous mass, is 
soluble in acetic acid, alcohol, and in boiling water, but insoluble in 
benzene and carbon bisulphide. Its solutions acquire a splendid red 
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colour on the addition of alkalis. With alumina, lead oxide, and 
other oxides, coloured lakes are produced, and fibrous textures are dyed 
by it of a violet or yellow tint. 

On warming this compound with concentrated sulphuric acid, no 
snlphur dioxide is evolved, and a sulpho-sait, soluble in cold water, 
is produced ; this solution shades red with alkalis, and is not precipi- 
tated with alum. 

By heating the mixture of phenol and glycerol with less sulphuric 
acid, a yellow powder is produced insoluble in ether, benzene, carbon 
bisulphide, acetic acid, and alkalis : it turns red with the last class of 
reagents. But its sulpho-compound behaves like that of <c phenolgly- 
cerein,” the sulpho-sait given above. 

Five parts of glycerol, 2 — 5 parts of sulphuric acid, and 6 parts of 
cresol, heated at 110 — 120°, yield a dark, glistening, amorphous mass 
which givbs a dark-brown powder. With alkalis it becomes violet-red, 
and its other properties agree with those of the phenol-colour. 

Three parts of thymol, 1 part of glycerol, and 5 parts of sulphuric 
acid ^ive a corresponding glycerein, similar to the phenol compound 
as to its solubility, and giving a splendid violet-coloured solution with 
alkalis. Wool and silk can be dyed violet with this compound. 

In a similar manner, 1 mol. each of quinol, glycerol, and sulphuric 
acid produce the glycerein of quinol. Its alcoholic solution has a 
beautiful green fluorescence, and becomes brown with alkalis, without 
losing the fluorescence. In the same way the corresponding com- 
pounds of resorcinol and orcinol are obtained. Their alcoholic solu- 
tions become red with alkalis, and then show a green fluorescence. On 
wool and silk they afford pure yellow, reddish- and greenish-yellow 
colours. 

Seven parts of pyrogallol, 5 parts of glycerol, and 2—3 parts of 
sulphuric add, heated at 120—130°, give the corresponding compound. 
The red product contains a new dye which gives a beautiful red shade 
with tin-salt. J. T. 

Action of Infusorial Earth on Colouring-matters. By GL 
Ehgbl ( pingl . polyt. 235, 150). — The author thinks that the 
physical properties of dyeing woven fibres are of much more import- 
ance than the chemical. To support this view he has investigated the 
behaviour of infusorial earth when treated according to the various 
processes of cotton and wool dyeing, the results of the experiments 
being noted in BvIL de Mulhouse (1879, 659) : mordanted and dyed in 
the same way as wool and cotton, it takes up the dyes quite as well as 
these substances. Formerly infusorial earth was considered a product 
of animal origin ; but recent investigations have shown that it emanates 
from the vegetable kingdom. This, however, does not affect its 
chemical composition. D. B. 

Mineral Tanning. By C. Heinzeeiieg ( Dingl . j pnlyt. J., 235, 
51 — 53). — The author has patented a process for tanning calf-skin, 
using (1) alum, (2) zinc-dust, for separating amorphous alumina from 
the former, (8) chromates, (4) baryta or lead salts, and in case it is 
necessary to colour the leather black, potassium ferrocyanide. For 
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the actual tanning process the three first-named substances only are 
used, the baryta and lead salts being evidently intended only to impart 
weight to the leather, so that such leather may compete with ordinarily 
tanned leather. The effective agent appears to be the chromate, bnt 
no details of the process are given. Sole-leather cannot be tanned 
according to this process. D. B. 

Linaloes-wood. By J. Moeller (JDingl. polyt . 234, 468 — 470). 
— The author has obtained a sample of this wood, the ethereal oil of 
which is at present largely used in perfumery. The wood is extremely 
light, porous, almost spongy, has a light yellow colour, with darker, 
denser, and harder portions, which are quantitatively very subordinate. 
The wood is without taste. Its aqueous extracts are almost colour- 
less, and do not contain any trace of tannin. The alcoholic extracts 
also are but slightly coloured, and the author could not succeed in 
proving the presence of resinous substances with certainty. The 
examinat ion with the microscope shows, without doubt, that it is only 
the dense and darker coloured portions of the wood which contain 
the ethereal oil, whilst the specifically lighter and paler coloured por- 
tions — the chief portion in the sample — contain empty cells. The 
author has not yet been able to collect evidence as to the origin of the 
wood, and the mode of distillation and preparation of the oil. 

D. B. 

Wild Croatian. Hops. By C. 0. Cech (Bied. Oentr 1879, 792). — 
These cannot be used alone in the preparation of beer, but must be 
mixed with at least twice their weight of ordinary hops ; as they con- 
tain large quantities of tannic acid, they may be used with advantage 
for clearing purposes. J. K. C. 

Glycerina Cement, By T. Mobawski ( Dinglpolyt . 235, 213). 
— Litharge, ground with glycerol, forms a cement which hardens 
rapidly. The author found, under various conditions, a glyceride of 
lead in the form of fine needle-shaped crystals of the formula 
OaEUPbO*; but much litharge usually remains uncombined. The 
combination takes place more rapidly on the water-bath. To prepare 
the compound quickly, a hot saturated solution of PbO in potash solu- 
tion is mixed with glycerol, more PbO added to saturation, and the 
solution quickly filtered : occasionally the compound crystallises out 
immediately. Heated to 130°, the compound becomes coloured, and 
at 200 — 210° it slowly carbonises. Decomposition soon begins on 
boiling with water, glycerol and lead oxide being separated. It is 
easily soluble in acetic acid with decomposition, and potash-lye easily 
dissolves it, especially on warming. It is acted on by nitric and sul- 
phuric acids, although not very rapidly when the acids are concen- 
trated. 

The greatest tenacity of the cement is obtained with 50 grams of 
litharge to 5 c.c. of glycerol. 

The author is investigating compounds of glycerol and other metallic 
oxides. J. T. 
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Photograph of the Ultra-red Portion of the Solar Spectrum. 
By Captun Abney (Compt. rend., 90, 182 — 188). — The photographs 
of the portion of the solar spectrum, less refrangible than the A lme, 
were obtained by the use of a silver-compound prepared specially for 
the purpose, but of which no further details are given. 

The wave-lengths are approximately correct; they were obtained 
by covering half of the slit, and exposing the sensitive surface to the 
extreme red of a spectrum of the first order, a suitable absorbing 
medium cutting off the bine end of tbe spectrum of tbe second order. 
The second half of the slit was then opened and the first covered. In 
this manner the two spectra are superposed, and the wave-lengths 
were obtained without the possibility of any great error. 

This photograph of the prismatic spectrum is in harmony with the 
thermic observations of Lamansky, and perhaps also with those of 
Sir J. Herschel. J. W. 

Existence of Carbon in the Coronal Atmosphere of the 
Sun. By J. N. Loceyer (Proc. Boy. Soc 27, 308). — Photographs 
have been obtained of the spectrum of carbon, in oxygen and in 
chlorine, which correspond with the supposed carbon lines in the solar 
spectrum. 

The carbon lines in the solar spectrum are not reversed, showing 
that the vapour exists at a lower temperature and pressure than the 
metallic vapours in the sun’s atmosphere. It must, therefore, exist 
above the chromosphere. C. W. W. 

Acceleration of Oxidation caused by the Less Refrangible 
End of the Spectrum* By Captain Abney {Proc. Boy. Soc 27* 
291, 451). — The author is of opinion that Becquerel’s coloured 
spectra and Draper’s reversed spectra are due to the increased oxida- 
tion caused by red rays. Silver bromide, spread on a plate and ex- 
posed first to diffused daylight aud then to the solar spectrum under a 
layer of some oxidising solution (hydrogen peroxide, potassium per- 
manganate, nitric acid, &c.), gave a reversed spectrum, extending 
from D into the ultra-red. No reversal was obtained in an atmo- 
sphere free from oxygen. 

Silver bromide, which, under ordinary circumstances, is not sen- 
sitive below B, when exposed under sodiam sulphite, was sensitive to 
M, the lowest limit (about w. 1. 12,000) yet photographed* Silver 
iodide, under the same conditions, was sensitive to a point between 
A and a. 

Sokrisation is in reality due to the increased oxidation produced by 
the red rays, and this effect, as is well known, cannot be produced in 
reducing solutions. It may therefore* be concluded that the whole 
spectrum exercises a reducing action on the sensitive compound, and 

yol. xxxvin. 2 % 
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that the reduced compound can also be reoxidised, the relative power 
of these actions appearing to vary with the part of the spectrum em- 
ployed. 0. w. w. 

Spectra of Me ta l l oids, Spectrum of Oxygen. By A. Schusteb 
(Proc. Boy. Soc. f 27, 383).— Four different spectra of oxygen must 
be dis tinguished. At the lowest temperature at which oxygen becomes 
luminous it gives a continuous spectrum ; hut as the temperature is 
gradually raised, the continuous spectrum is successively transformed 
into two distinct line spectra, which the author names respectively the 
compound line spectrum and the elementary line spectrum. The 
fourth spectrum is that which is always seen at the negative pole in 
vacuum tubes containing oxygen. 

The existence of the continuous spectrum is proved by the following 
facts : — The wide part of a Pliicker tube generally shines with a faint 
yellow light, which gives a continuons spectrnm. A weak spark from 
a coil taken in oxygen at the ordinary pressure gives a continuous 
spectrum, having its maximum in the greenish-yellow. The point of 
an oxyhydrogen flame has a yellow colour when excess of oxygen is 
present (Becquerel) ; when excess of hydrogen is present, the hydrogen 
lines are seen (Pliicker). 

The elementary line spectrum is seen when a strong spark is passed 
through oxygen at the atmospheric pressure. There are some strong 
lines which do not appear in Thalen’s list. The author has made 
careful measurements of all the lines. 

The compound line spectrum, of oxygen consists of four principal 
lines and a number of fainter ones. The four principal lines, one in 
the red, two in the green, and one in the bine, are always the first to 
appear (WuIIner). The following is the appearance of an oxygen tube 
as it undergoes exhaustion: — "When the pressure is sufficiently 
diminished to allow the spark to pass, it has a yellow colour and gives 
a continuous spectrum ; then the four lines make their appearance, 
gradually becoming stronger, while the continuous spectrnm becomes 
weaker until at last the lines stand out on a perfectly black background. 
If now a Leyden jar and air break he introduced, the elementary line 
spectrum at once comes out. There is a blue line in this spectrum 
closely, but not exactly, coincident with the blue line in the compound 
line spectrum; the complete disappearance of the compound line 
spectrum has, therefore, hitherto escaped notice. 

The spectrum of the negative pole consists of fine bands, made up 
of lines at about equal intervals. 

The author considers that the separate spectrum generally seen at 
the negative pole in gases is due to separate molecular groupings 
which are formed at that pole. In support of this view, he adduces 
the fact that when the current is suddenly reversed, the peculiar 
spectrum is persistent for some time at what was previously the nega- 
tive pole. C. W. W. 

Absorption of the Ultra-violet Bays of the Spectra by 
Organic Substances. By W. Ea.rti.st and A. K. Huntinuton 
{Pros. Boy. Sec,, 28, 233). — The apparatus employed was a combina- 
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tion of Miller’s with Soret’s, modified to suit the particular require- 
ments of this research. The object of the research was to trace a 
connection between the chemical constitution of a body and its actinic 
absorption. The following conclusions have been drawn : — 

fl.) The normal alcohols of the series C^H^+i.OH are remarkable 
for transparency to the ultra-violet rays, pure metkylic alcohol being 
nearly as much so as water. 

(2.) The normal fatty acids exhibit a greater absorption of the 
more refrangible rays of the ultra-violet spectrum than the normal 
alcohols containing the same nnmber of carbon-atoms. 

(3.) There is an increased absorption of the more refrangible rays 
corresponding with each increment of CH 3 in the molecule of the 
alcohols and acids. 

(4.) Like the alcohols and acids, the ethereal salts derived from 
them are highly transparent to the ultra-violet rays, and do not exhibit 
absorption-bands. 

(5.) Benzene and bodies derived from it and its homologues are 
remarkable firstly, for their powerful absorption of the ultra-violet 
rays; secondly, for the absorption-bands made visible by dissolving 
them in water or alcohol and diluting ; and thirdly, for the extra- 
ordinary intensity of these absorption-bands, that is to say, their 
power of resisting dilution. 

(6.) Isomeric bodies containing tbe benzene nucleus exhibit widely 
different spectra, inasmuch as their absorption-bands vary in position 
and in intensity. 

(7.) The photographic absorption spectra can be employed as a 
means of identifying organic substances, and as a most delicate test 
of their purity. The curves obtained by co-ordinating the extent of 
dilution with the position of the rays of the spectrum absorbed by 
the solution, form a strongly marked and often highly characteristic 
feature of many organic substances. C. W. W. 

Thermo-electric Properties of Liquids. By G. Gore (Proc. 
Boy . Soc., 27, 513). — When two plates of the same metal are immersed 
in a liquid which does not act chemically on them, and one of the 
plates is heated, an electric current is generated, the direction of which 
depends on the nature of the liquid. In strongly acid solutions the 
cold metal is positive to the hot ; in strongly alkaline solution the hot 
metal is positive to the cold. The direction of the current depends 
on the nature of the liquid ; its magnitude is often greatly affected by 
the kind of metal employed, although no chemical action takes place. 

The strength of the current is often greatly increased by main- 
taining the temperature of the hot plate for some time ; in a few cases 
it was decreased. 

The heat applied seems to be the sole cause of the electricity gene- 
rated. C. W. Wm 

Density of Chlorine at High. Temperatures. By J. AT. Crafts 
(Qompk rend., 90, 183 -—186). — The modification of Meyer's apparatus 
for the determination of vapour-densities, devised by the author, con- 
sists in connecting the porcelain cylinder with two U-tubes, which a re 
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calibrated and divided in tenths of cubic centimeters. One branch of 
these tubes is connected with a moveable vessel by which the pressure 
can be controlled, and the other branch terminates in a bulb or re- 
servoir of 9 or 10 c.c. capacity, which communicates by means of a 
capillary tube with the cylinder. One of the tubes delivers its gas 
through a narrow tube of platinum or clay to the bottom of the 
cylinder, while the expelled air passes into the second U-tube to be 
measured. The tubes are filled with mercury, water, or sulphuric 
acid, according to circumstances, and are surrounded by cold water to 
maintain them at an equable temperature. 

Two experiments, conducted at the highest temperature of the fur- 
nace, showed that 10 c.c. of chlorine occupied the same volume as 
10*37 c.c. and 10 24 c.c. of air at the same temperature. There was, 
however, a small progressive diminution of volume, so that six minutes 
after the first observation the volume had contracted by 0‘04 c.c., and 
after the second 0*05 c.c. This alteration in volume is probably owing 
to some action of the chlorine on the tobacco-pipe stem nsed to convey 
the gas down the cylinder. 

When the apparatus was filled with dry chlorine and heated as 
before, 10 c.c, of air displaced 9*98 c.c. and 10 c.c. of chlorine. The 
density of chlorine, according to Meyer, requires in the first series of 
experiments an expulsion equal to 15 c.c., and in the second to 6*6 c.c. 
Two other experiments with a thick platinum tube gave 10*43 c.c. 
and 10'3 c.c. of air displaced by 10 c.c. of chlorine. Bromine, the 
density* of which at 445° was 5*24 (theory 5*57), had at the same tem- 
perature as the chlorine, densities of 4*39 and 4*48. Iodine, the density* 
of which at 445° was 8*657 (theory 8*795), gave in a similar manner 
results which showed that its density was reduced to 6*01 and 5*93. 
It must therefore be admitted that at the highest temperature of 
Perrot’s furnace iodine diminishes in density to increase in volume in 
the proportion of 1 : 1*5, and bromine in the proportion of 1 : 1*2 ; in 
the case of chlorine the increase in volume is 0, or at most only a few 
hundredths, and therefore nothing like an augmentation of 50 per 
cent., as originally obtained by Meyer, J. W. 

Behaviour of Chlorine at High Temperatures. By Y. Meyer 
and H. Zublix ( B<?r., 13, 399 — £01). — The dissociation of chlorine to 
molecules of the size -§-Cl 2 , which occurs ( Ber 12, 1430) in the case of 
nascent chlorine obtained from platinous chloride at or above 1200°, 
does not take place at similar temperatures if ready-formed chlorine be 
employed ; in the case of iodine, however, this dissociation takes place 
even when the element is used iu the free state. These results agree 
with those of Crafts (preceding abstract). T. C. 

Density of Bromine at High Temperatures. By Y, Meyer 
and H. ZiIblin (Ber. 13, 405 — 407). — At a temperature of about 
1570° the density of bromine in the nascent state (evolved from platinic 
bromide) corresponds to f Br 2 , so that bromine exhibits exactly the 
same phenomenon of dissociation as nascent chlorine and free iodine 
under similar conditions. 

The density of bromine when employed in the free state was very 
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difficult to determine at tlie same high temperature, owing to the 
explosive violence with which the element is converted into gas. The 
several numbers obtained, however, all lie between those for Br 2 
(5*52) and fBr 2 (3*64), and this agrees with the results of Crafts 
(this vol., p. 432). T. C. 

Behaviour of Iodine at High Temperatures. By V. Meyee 
(Ber,, 13, 394 — 309). — At high temperatures iodine behaves exactly 
like chlorine. Up to at least 600°, its density corresponds to I 2 , at 800° 
it is much less, but remains constant between 1027° and 1567°, when 
the density corresponds to f I 2 . It differs from chlorine, however, in 
that the temperature at which the density is diminished by one-third 
is much lower, being 1000° in the case of iodine, whilst for chlorine it 
is 1200°. These results agree with those of Crafts ( Compt . rend 90, 
184, comp, preceding abstract), bnt are at variance with those ob- 
tained by Deville and Troost (Ann, Gkim.Phjs. [3], 58, 293), accord- 
ing to whom iodine has a normal density at 1040°. T. C. 

Density of Iodine at High Temperatures. By J. M. Crafts 
and F. Meier (Compt, rend,, 90, 690 — 692). — According to the well- 
known experiments of Deville and Troost the density of iodine is 
normal at 860° and 1040°, whilst, according to V. Meyer, the density 
of this element is abnormal above 590°. Tne authors have found that 
Meyer’s method of determining the temperatures by measuring the 
volume of gas consumed in a given time gives inaccurate results. In 
their own experiments they have employed the method previously 
described (this vol., p. 431 ), the determination of the temperature 
being made immediately before that of the density. The iodine used 
was prepared by Stas’s method. The numbers obtained are given 
in the following table as compared with those of V. Meyer. The 
third column shows the ratio between the experimental and theoretic 
densities : — 


Crafts and Meier. Y. Meyer. 


Temperature. 

Density. 

jy 

i> 

Temperatue. 

Density. 

” iy 

JD 

445° 

874 


450° 

8-85 


830 — 880 

8*07 

0 92 

586 

872 

0-99 

1020—1050 

7-01 

0*80 

842 

676 

077 

1275 

5-82 

0*66 

1030 

575 

0-66 

1390 

5-28 

0*60 

1570 

570 

0-65 


From the authors’ results, it would appear that the density of iodine 
gradually decreases with a rise of temperature up to 1400°, and is not, 
as Meyer's figures would show, constant between 1000° and 1570". 
Probably at still higher temperatures the density would be reduced to 
half its normal value, or 1% would become 21. C. H* B. 

Observations on Vapour-densities. By V. Meyer (Ber,, 13, 
401 — 404). — The author endeavours to account for the conflicting 
results obtained by himself (see previous abstracts) and by Deville 
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and Troost (Ann. Cliim. Flys. [3], 58, 293) in reference to the vapour- 
density of iodine at high temperatures, by the fact that the conditions 
of the experiment were very diff erent in the two cases. Deville and 
Troost placed the iodine in the cold apparatus, which was then slowly 
heated, whereas, in the author’s experiments, the element was thrown 
directly into the red-hot vessel, and hence passed almost instantaneously 
from the solid to the gaseous state. It is therefore not improbable 
that in this latter case a dissociation would occur which, under other 
conditions, would not be observed, or only at much higher tempera- 
tures. Further, in the author’s experiments, the iodine vapour was 
always in contact with a foreign gas, which was not the case in 
those of Deville and Troost. Now it is well known that the presence 
of a foreign, chemically indifferent gas sometimes exercises a very 
remarkable influence on the molecular condition of the gas ; so that 
the dissociation of complicated molecular groups, which under other 
circumstances can only be obtained at a high temperature, takes place 
at a comparatively low temperature if a foreign gas be present, pro- 
bably owing to the latter diminishing the partial pressure on the vapour 
in question. This is the case with the vapour ot acetic acid, as shown 
by Horstman (Ber., 3, 78 ; II, 1278). This effect appears to be inde- 
pendent of the nature of the indifferent gas. T. 0. 

Vapour-densities of the Alkali-Metals. By V. Meyer (Ber., 
13, 391 — 394). — The vapour-densities of potassium and sodium 
cannot be determined in vessels of glass, porcelain, iron, silver, or 
platinum, as all these substances are attacked by the metals at the 
temperature necessary for the determinations. The author is now 
trying vessels of graphite. T„ C. 

Calorimetries! Temperafcure-deteirainations. By V. Meyer 
(Ber., 13, 407 — 408). — This is a reply to Crafts’s remarks ( Govwpt . 
rend., 90, 184) on the author’s method of determining the tempera- 
ture in his vapour-density investigations. From his own observations, 
as well as those of Roscoe (Ber*, 11, 1196), the author considers that 
the measurements of temperature given by the calorimeter are accu- 
rate enough for the purpose in question, as only an approximate and 
not an exact knowledge of the temperature is necessary. 

T. C. 

Density of some Gases at a High Temperature. By J. M. 
Crafts (Compt. rend., 90, 309 — 312). — By means of a modification of 
V. Meyer’s vapour-density apparatus, the author has proved that car- 
bonic anhydride and hydrochloric acid have a normal density even at 
the highest temperature of a Perrot’s furnace (about 1350°). He finds 
that at very high temperatures porcelain is permeable to hydrogen 
and aqueous vapour, and suggests that the small quantity of oxygen 
obtained by Meyer in his experiments on the vapour-density of chlo- 
rine may have been due to the action of the chlorine on a small 
quantity of aqueous vapour which had diffused into the apparatus. 

C. H. B. 

Further Remarks on the Heat of Formation of Gaseous 
Chloral Hydrate. By Berthelot (CampL rend., 90, 491).— -A 
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continuation of tlie discussion with M. Wurtz. The author points 
ont that by operating at a low pressure, the mass of matter reacting is 
so far reduced that the total elevation of temperature cannot be more 
than one or two-tenths of a degree, a quantity within the limits of 
experimental error. Moreover, the quantity of matter passing through 
the apparatus in a given time was probably only small, and the rela- 
tion between the vapour of water and that of chloral was uncertain. 
Then, again, everything tends to show that chloral hydrate is partly 
dissociated at 100°, and ac a low pressure this dissociation would pro- 
bably become complete. 0. H. B. 

Reply to Berthelot concerning Chloral Hydrate. By A. 
Wurtz (G<mpt. rend., 90, 572). — Since Berthelot admits that chloral 
hydrate is dissociated at 100°, and that the decomposition tends to 
become complete at this temperature when the pressure is low, it is 
useless to continue the discussion. The author points ont that when 
operating at ordinary pressures he always noticed a slight decrease in 
temperature, and that he employed a low pressure in order that the 
vapours might be dry. The quantity of chloral hydrate formed varied 
from 20 — 40 grams in ten minutes. C. H. B. 

Action of Water on Silicon and Boron Fluorides : Solution 
of Cyanogen in Water. By H. Hamaierl ( [Compt . rend., 90, 
312—313). — The decomposition of an equivalent (104 grams) of 
silicon fluoride by water evolves 22*34 cals. The decomposition of an 
equivalent (68 grains) of boron fluoride evolves 24*51 cals. A mole- 
cular volume of cyanogen gas (22*3 liters) develops heat = + 6*8 cals, 
on solntion in water. C. H. B. 

Comparison of the Curves of the Tensions of Saturated 
Vapours. By P. de Mondesir (CompL rend., 528 — 531). — If instead 
of constructing the corves on the same scale of temperature a con- 
venient scale is chosen for each one, the points of agreement and dis- 
agreement become more marked, and classification is rendered much 
easier. C. H. B. 

Specific Heats of Solutions of Potash and Soda. By Ham- 
merl ( Ct/mpt . rend., 90, 694—695). — The following results were 
obtained by Berthelots method : — 

Potash. Soda. 


K-O per 100 grams 
solution. 

Sp. heat 

Najip per 100 grains 
solution. 

Sp. ho»fc. 

32*72 

0-697 

38*34 

0816. 

25*48 

0-737 

25*54 

0-852 

17-60 

0-780 

19*82 

0-869 

14-98 

0-807 

14*40 

0-886 

11-16 

0-846 

7*21 

0-924 

9-85 

0-859 

— 

— 

7-78 

0-833 

— 

— 

C-28 

0-900 

— 

— 


C. H. B. 
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Oxidation of Haloid Salts. By H. Schulze (J.pr. CJhem. [2], 21, 
407 — 443). — Action of Oxygen m Ealoid Salt A — The chlorides of the 
alkali-metals, and of barium, mercury, and silver, are not altered when 
heated in a glass tube through which a current of dry oxygen is pass- 
ing. The chlorides of lithium, strontium, and calcium lose a very small 
amount of chlorine. The chlorides of magnesium, alu min ium, and 
zinc are partly decomposed. Lead chloride is converted into an oxy- 
chloride of constant composition. The chlorides of iron, nickel, 
cohalt, manganese, copper, and chromium -are converted into oxides. 

The determination of the energy with which oxygen acts on the 
various chlorides is beset with insuperable difficulties ; but some other 
points brought out by the experiments are worth notice. Silver oxide 
is converted at the ordinary temperature into chloride by the action 
of chlorine gas, and calcium oxide when heated in chlorine forms a 
chloride with incandescence, whilst ferric oxide is only converted with 
difficulty to the chloride by free chlorine. 

The action of oxygen on these chlorides is quite in accordance with 
the affinities thus shown, for it is known that ferric chloride is easily 
decomposed by oxygen, calcium chloride very slowly, and silver 
chloride not at all. When the protochlorides of iron, tin, and barium 
are heated in air, they suffer partial oxidation together with formation 
of a higher chloride. Similarly when chlorine acts on such oxides 
as are capable of a higher state of oxidation, e.g., oxides of lead and 
antimony, protoxides of iron, manganese, and tin, a higher oxide is 
formed in addition to a chloride. 

The author’s results agree with those which Kunheim obtained by 
the action of water-vapour at high temperatures on various chlo- 
rides, only that water-vapour is more energetic in its action than 
oxygen. 

The bromides are much more easily decomposed by oxygen than 
the Chlorides, and the iodides than the bromides. 

The fluorides experimented on were those of sodium, calcium, mag- 
nesium, iron, and nickel, and the results obtained throughout were 
negative. Calcium fluoride, however, is partly decomposed if a trace 
of aqueous vapour is present, even that derived from the burning gas 
employed in heating the tube being sufficient. 

Action of Nascent Oxygen on the Ealoid Salts, — Pieces of various 
chlorides, bromides, and iodides were dropped into melted potassium 
chlorate, and oxidation took place to a greater or less extent in each 
case, the iodides being most easily oxidised, and the chlorides with the 
greatest relative difficulty. The oxidation was least in case of the 
alkalis, and increased through the groups of calcium, magnesium, &c. } 
but silver and mercury chlorides were unacted on. 

Behaviour of Oxygen to Ealoid Salts in presence of Acid Anhydrides. 
—Iodides, which are only slightly acted on by free oxygen (potassium 
iodide for instance) are decomposed if an acid anhydride is present 
with formation of a potassium salt, thus 2Kl4-S0 2 4-20 = K^S0 4 4-I 2 . 

Bromides are less readily acted on, and chlorides, especially those of 
the alkali-metals, even less readily than the bromides, although the 
heating of mixtures of chlorides and acid anhydrides, in presence of air 
has been proposed as a means of preparing chlorine on the large 
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scale. Fluorides are decomposed by some acid anhydrides (silicic and 
boric), but this happens also -when free oxygen is not present. 

Behaviour of Acid Anhydrides with Haloid Salts in absence of Oxygen . 
— Potassium iodide is oxidised by some anhydrides, whilst a part of 
the anhydride is itself reduced to a lower state of oxidation ; arsenic 
anhydride, for instance, yields iodine, potassium arsenate, and 
arsenious acid. Tungstic anhydride when heated with potassium 
iodide forms a lower oxide of a deep steel-blue colour, the composition 
of which has not been determined. From molybdic anhydride an 
oxide of the composition Mo 4 On has been obtained, while Bilicic, 
boric, stannic, titanic, and chromic anhydrides are without action 
when heated alone with potassium iodide. 

Chlorides are decomposed by the anhydrides of chromium, arsenic, 
sulphur, and phosphorus in absence of air, bub chromic anhydride 
under this condition scarcely acts on the chlorides of the alkali 
metals. When carbonic anhydride is passed over a heated mixture of 
calcium chloride and tungstic anhydride, a dioxychloride of tungsten is 
formed: a dioxybromide is easily obtained by a similar method. 

Molybdic anhydride acts on fluorides with formation of molybdic 
dioxyflnoride, Mo0 2 F 2 , and phosphoric anhydride forms a phosphorus 
oxyfluoride, which will be described in another paper. G. T. A. 

Chemical Stability of Matter in Sonorous Vibration. By 
Bebthelot (Cornet, rend 90,487 — 491). — The author has made expe- 
riments to determine the influence of sonorous vibrations on chemical 
decomposition or combination. Two notes, one corresponding to 100, 
the other to 7,200 simple vibrations per second, were without effect on 
ozone, hydrogen arsenide, ethylene xn the presence of sulphuric acid, 
hydrogen peroxide, and persulphuric acid, even after a considerable 
interval of time, and although decomposition or combination, as the 
case may be, is in each instance attended with an evolution of heat. 
It would appear that matter is stable under the influence of sonorous 
vibrations, but not under the influence of ethereal vibrations, a dif- 
ference probably due to the much greater rapidity of the latter. 

C. H. B. 

Researches on Chemical Equivalence. Part I. Sodium 
and Potassium Sulphates. By E. J. Mills and T. W. Walton 
(Free* Boy. 6V., 28, 268). — The conception of a chemical equivalent 
employed in this research is that given in Phil. Mag . Jo], 1, 14, viz., 
that the chemical equivalent of a body is that weight of it which does 
the unit of work. 

The method employed in the case of the sulphates of sodium and 
potassium is the effect produced on the rate of formation of ammonia 
when nascent hydrogen is made to act on potassium nitrate. 

The conclusions which the authors draw are : — 

(1.) That sodium and potassium sulphates have a well-marked 
influence on the above reaction. 

(2.) That as more sulphate is added the reaction is accelerated. 

(3.) That equal weights of sodium and potassium sulphates have, 
as nearly as possible, the same working effect. 

The last conclusion may be otherwise expressed thus : — 
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. If tie equivalent of potassium sulphate be represented by a certain 
number, then the equivalent of sodium sulphate is represented by the 
same number. 0. W. W, 

Researches on Chemical Equivalence. Part II. Hydrogen 
Chloride and Sulphate. By E. J. Mills and J. Hogarth (Proo. 
Boy. Soe. 9 28, 270). — The effects of these bodies on the rotatory 
power of lactin were used as the measure of work done. 

Varied quantities of solutions of hydrogen chloride (73 grams HC1 
per liter) and of hydrogen sulphate (196 grams H s S0 4 per liter) were 
made to act on a solution of 5 grains of lactin at 100°, and the change 
in rotatory power noted after half an hour. 

The results obtained show that although 2HC1 may be the “ equiva- 
lent ” of H 2 SO* in weight of saturation (i.e., in the ordinary sense) it 
certainly is not the equivalent in the dynamical sense. They also 
render it highly probable that HC1 is equal dynamically to H 3 S0 4 . 

c. w. w. 

The Speed of Reactions. By B. Pawlewske (Per., 13, 334 — 335). 
— Bognski and Kajander {ibid., I0, 34) have shown that when acids 
(hydrochloric, hydrobromic, and nitric) act on marble, the rate of the 
reaction is inversely proportional to the molecular weights of the acids. 
The author concludes from his experiments on the action of hydro- 
chloric and nitric acids on the carbonates of calcium, strontium, and 
barium, that the rate is not inversely proportional to the molecular 
weights, hut to the atomic weights of the metal in the respective car- 
bonates. T. C. 

Supersaturated Saline Solutions. By C. Tomlinson (Proc. Boy . 
Soc., 27, 121, 290). — The anthor has observed that with a southerly 
or westerly wind, the action of oils on a supersaturated solution of 
sodium sulphate is to throw down the seven-atom salt, in a powdery 
form, during damp weather, but in crystals during fine weather. With 
a northerly or easterly wind, the oil determined the immediate solidifi- 
cation of the solution. 

The author attributes these results to the presence or absence of 
ozone in the air, and cites various experiments adverse to the con- 
clusions of different observers, that they are due to particles of sodium 
sulphate in the oils employed. 

Oil of cajuput, previously inactive, was rendered active by the 
action of phosphorus in presence of water. Castor-oil and benzene 
gave the same result. 

Various essential oils and other substances, which were powerfully 
active, were rendered totally inactive by distillation; but the distillates 
quickly became active when exposed for a short time to the air, or 
when a few drops of ozonised water were added. 

The solution of sodium sulphate did not solidify by itself even when 
dropped through the open air while a south-east wind was blowing. 

^ Ozone prepared by means of electricity was found to render inactive 
oils powerfully active in a very short time. On one occasion when 
there was a large quantity of ozone in the air (wind N.E.) a paraffin 
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oil "was distilled, and the distillate was found to be powerfully active ; 
the same oil distilled during a south-west wind was quite inactive. 

Sodium sulphate solution mixed with inactive oil of cajuput was 
shaken with hydrogen dioxide, but the solution did not solidify. 

Inactive cajuput and paraffin oils shaken up with pure oxygen were 
rendered active, ozone being formed at the same time. Castor-oil 
did not act in the same way. 

Charcoal, heated and cooled out of contact of air, was inactive 
when first exposed to the air, but became active after a short exposure 
during a north-east wind. 0. W. W. 

Influence of Coal-dust in Colliery Explosions (No. 2). By 
W. Galloway (Proc. Hoy. Soc., 28, 410). — Colliery explosions often 
occur in mines, the air of which contains a very small percentage of 
fire-damp, and in which the character of the coal precludes the proba- 
bility of any sudden outburst of that gas. These mines are without 
exception of a dry and dusty character. The explosion is accompanied 
by the production of large volames of smoke and soot, and the timbers, 
&c., of the mine are found after the explosion (in those cases which 
are not followed by fire) to be covered by a deposit of coked coal-dust, 
presenting the appearance commonly called “ charred.” 

The author has made a number of experiments on the conditions of 
explosion in a dusty mine, the air of which contains a small percent- 
age of fire-damp. He finds that a local explosion in such a mine, by 
mixing the coal-dust with the air, may extend through an indefinite 
distance, more especially if the air of the mine contains a small 
quantity of fire-damp (2 per cent, or even less). If the length of a 
gallery is very great compared with its diameter, the flame is extin- 
guished in a short time. 

The most effectual means of preventing these explosions is to keep 
the floor of the mine continually wet, either with water alone, or with 
a weak solution of calcium chloride. C. W. W, 

Dry Fog, By E. Fba^kland ( Proc . Roy. Soc ., 28, 238). — It has 
been frequently noticed that during fogs near large towns the air is 
not saturated with moisture, the dew point in one instance being as 
much as 10° C. below the temperature of the air. 

Seeing the possible connection between this phenomenon and the 
fact that the evaporation of water is greatly retarded by its surface 
being covered with a film of coal-tar, the author made a series of ex- 
periments on the comparative rates of evaporation of water, when 
freely exposed to a current of air, and when covered with a film of 
coal-tar or of coal-smoke. It was found that the film retarded the 
evaporation from 92*7 per cent, to 66*6 per cent. 

The results of these experiments point out a condition of very 
common occurrence, competent to produce “ dry fog, 5 * whilst they also 
explain the frequency, persistency, and irritating character of the fogs 
which afflict our large towns. 0. W. W. 
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Researches on Nitrons Anhydride and Nitrogen Tetroxide. 
By G. Lunge (Bing, polyt J 233, 63—75 and 155— 165).— It has 
not yet been conclusively proved whether or no nitrons anhydride can 
exist in the gaseous condition, or whether the gas which shows the 
empirical composition, N 4 0 8 , is simply a mixture of nitric oxide and 
nitrogen tetroxide, and that this mixture combines and forms nitrous 
anhydride on being condensed to the liquid form by cooling, or on 
coming in contact with sulphuric acid to form nitrosyl sulphate or 
with alkalis to form nitrites. 

The solving of this problem has been attempted by physical means 
(by the absorption spectra) by Luck and Moses, but the author has 
shown (Beports, German OJiemical Society , 1878, p. 1643) that these 
resnlts are not satisfactory because of the difficulty of obtaining 
nitrous acid free from nitrogen tetroxide, and even if this difficulty 
could be easily removed, any partial dissociation of the vapour would 
make the distinction by spectrum analysis unreliable. 

The author based his line of research on the well ascertained fact 
that nitric oxide cannot remain as such in presence of oxygen. Ac- 
cording to many chemists, nitrogen tetroxide is exclusively produced, 
whilst others, e.g, 9 Berzelius and Weber, assert that the tri- and tetr- 
oxide of nitrogen are always simultaneously formed, the former being 
produced in proportion as the nitric oxide outweighs the oxygen in 
the mixture. When, however, there is an excess of oxygen, it is 
generally believed that nitrogen tetroxide is exclusively or almost 
exclusively formed. 

It is dear, however, that if nitrogen tetroxide is passed into concen- 
trated sulphuric acid, the quantities of nitrosulphuric and nitric acids 
formed must differ from the quantities of those bodies produced, if nitro- 
gen trioxide or a mixture of nitric oxide and nitrogen tetroxide in the 
proportions to form the trioxide be treated in a similar manner ; and if 
it be correct that the tetroxide is invariably formed with nitric oxide 
in presence of an excess of oxygen, then by passing a mixture of nitric 
oxide with an excess of oxygen through sulphuric acid, and subse- 
quently examining the products so formed in the sulphuric acid, the 
problem would be solved. This is the process which the author has 
followed. 

A consideration of the composition of the gases which leave the last 
leaden chamber and enter the Gay-Lussac tower, together with the 
composition of the resulting sulphuric acid compound, and of the 
gases which escape from the Gay-Lussac tower, prove almost conclu- 
sively not only that the nitrogen compounds have mainly the empirical 
formula N 2 O 3 , but that nitrogen trioxide actually exists as a gas in 
presence of free oxygen. The conditions in the sulphuric acid 
chamber are, however, too complicated for the above inference to be 
taken as demonstrated beyond doubt. 

Ifae author prepared liquid nitrous anhydride and rectified it: 
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2 liters of ordinary air at 17° were then passed through 50 c.c. of this 
liquid, which on analysis was found to have suffered no change in 
composition. In other experiments several cubic centimeters of the 
liquid nitrous anhydride were placed in a U-tube and evaporated 
by passing through it a rapid stream of dry air, the mixture of air 
and vapour was then passed through sulphuric acid, sp. gr. 1-84, and 
the last named analysed. The total nitrogen present in the sulphuric 
acid was determined as nitric oxide in the nitrometer, and the oxygen, 
from the amount of potassium permanganate required to oxidise the 
nitrogen compounds into nitric acid : from these determinations, the 
composition of the nitrogen compound or compounds which existed 
in the sulphuric acid was calculated. 

A table of the results of experiments is given from which it is 
shown generally — 

First. That nitrogen trioxide is partly decomposed by simple 
evaporation, yet a complete decomposition is never effected, either by 
mixing with a very large excess of air or by submitting the mixture 
to high temperatures : in all cases a very considerable proportion, up 
to three-fourths of the total nitrogen trioxide, remains unaffected. 

Secondly. The greater the excess of air, the greater the amount of 
trioxide decomposed, but there are exceptions to this rule. 

Thirdly. Cceteris paribus, temperature appears to have little or no 
influence in bringing about the decomposition, and the trioxide exists 
in presence of a large excess of air even at the temperature of 150°. 

W. T. 

Action of Hydrogen Peroxide on Silver Oxide and Metallic 
Silver. By Berthelot (fiornpL rend., 90, 572-— 577). — When hydro- 
gen peroxide acts on silver oxide in any proportion, the volume of the 
oxygen evolved is exactly equal to the active oxygen in the peroxide, 
provided the latter be sufficiently dilute to avoid local elevation of 
temperature. The result is the same whether the hydrogen peroxide 
acts on the moist silver oxide, or whether the former be mixed with a 
solution of silver nitrate and an alkaline hydrate added to the mixture. 
The residue consists of a mixture of metallic silver and a sesquioxide, 
AgtOs, in the proportion of 1 mol. of the former to 1 mol of the 
latter. 

Silver Sesquioxide when hydrated forms black flakes, which are 
soluble in dilute acids with evolution of oxygen and formation of ordi- 
nary salts of silver. Hydrochloric acid converts it into silver chloride, 
without evolution of any free chlorine or the production of hydrogen 
dioxide. It is decomposed by the carbonic anhydride in the air, with 
formation of silver carbonate. When dried, it slowly loses oxygen 
and is transformed into the monoxide. The formation of this com- 
pound may he represented by the equation : 3Ag«0 + 3H s O a =s 
Ag*O s + Ag* + 3H l O + 0* The same substance is probably pro- 
duced when ozone acts on the monoxide. 

The reaction may be explained by supposing that a compound is 
formed analogous to the double compound of barium and hydrogen 
peroxides, thus: 3H S 0* + 3Ag a O = Ag*0 3 .3H a 0*Ag a * This compound 

* In a subsequent paper the author assigns to this compound the formula 
Ag|0«.3Hs0. — C. H» B. 
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is at once decomposed into free oxygen and hydrated silver sesqni- 
oxide. If the hydrogen peroxide is in excess, the sesquioxide again 
forms the donble compound, which is again split up, and so on until 
the whole of the hydrogen peroxide is decomposed. 

The existence of such a double compound is rendered probable by 
the fact that if an alkali: be added drop by drop to a mixture of hydro- 
gen peroxide and silver nitrate solution at a low temperature, a brown 
precipitate is formed, but no gas evolved. In a short time oxygen is 
given off and the precipitate turns black. 

Whatever the relative proportions of hydrogen peroxide and Bilver 
monoxide, the heat evolved is sensibly the same as that developed by 
the spontaneous decomposition of the former, viz , -f 21*6 cals. Since 
the heat of formation of silver monoxide is + 7*0 cals., it follows that 
that of the sesquioxide is + 21 '0 cals. 

When hydrogen peroxide acrs upon finely divided metallic silver, a 
small quantity of the same oxide is formed, and this may be regarded 
as the active agent which brings about the decomposition of the di- 
oxide. C. H. B. 

Silver Sesquioxide. By Berthelot ( Gompt . rend., 90, 653 — 656). 
— This compound was obtained by the electrolysis of a 10 per cent, 
solution of silver nitrate, in the form of large, thick, black, lamellar, 
striated needles, of brilliant metallic lnstre. When exposed to the air 
at ordinary temperatures, it decomposes with evolution of oxygen, and 
the formation of a black amorphous powder ; a little above 100° the 
decomposition takes place with explosive violence. Prolonged wash- 
ing with water also brings about decomposition, removing silver nitrate. 
Analysis of the freshly prepared substance, rapidly dried by means of 
blotting paper, without pressure, showed that it is really a compound 
of silver sesquioxide with the nitrate, and has the composition 
4Ag*0s.2AgN0 3 H a O, or is probably a salt of argento-nitric acid, cor- 
responding to phosphomolybdic acid, thus — 

(4Ag203.Na0a) AgjO.HaO. 

The substance Ag_0 3 or Ag 4 0 6 is probably identical with the unstable 
oxide described in the preceding abstract (Compt rend 90, 572). 

O. H. B. 

Compound of Calcium Iodide with Silver Iodide. By Max- 
well Simpson ( Fioc . Roy. Soc., 27, 120). — This salt is prepared by 
saturating a hot concentrated solution of calcium iodide with moist 
silver iodide, and crystallises on cooling in long white needles having 
the composition CaI 2 .2AgL6H 2 0. It is completely decomposed by 
the addition of even a few drops of water, silver iodide being pre- 
cipitated ; this reaction affords an easy method of analysing the 
salt. 0. W. W. 

Dicalcium Phosphate. By A. Millot (Bud. Soc. Qhim . [2], 33, 
194—198). — Dicalcium phosphate dried at 100° contains 5H a O, which 
it does not lose below 115°. It is soluble in ammoniacal ammonium 
citrate, whilst the phosphate containing 1 mol. of water is only sparingly 
soluble in ammoniacal ammonium citrate. When boiled with water, 
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dicalcium phosphate is partially decomposed, calcium phosphate 
goes into solution and tricalcium phosphate is formed. The whole of 
the dicalcium phosphate can he converted into tricalcium phosphate 
by decanting the acid solution, and boiling the residue of dicalcium 
phosphate and tricalcium phosphate with more water, or by neutra- 
lising the acid with chalk. By mixing boiling solutions of sodium 
phosphate, calcium chloride, and acetic acid, Ca 3 H*(P 04 ) 2 .H s 0 is 
formed, and in the cold, Ca^H^PO^oHoO. L. T. 0’S. 

Effect of Heat on Mercury Di-iodide. By G. F. Bodwell and 
H. M. Elder (Proc. Boy. Soc 28, 284). — Mercuric iodide, as is well 
known, is capable of existing in two crystalline forms belonging to 
different systems, and of passing from the one form into the other by 
change of temperature or by mechanical means. On heating a mass 
of the crimson amorphous iodide, it turns yellow at 126°, and of a 
red-brown colonr just below the melting point, 200°. The fused 
substance bas the colour of bromine, solidifies at 200° to a red- 
brown solid, which speedily becomes yellow, and at 126° passes into 
the crimson octohedral variety, this last change being accompanied 
by distinct cracking sounds. The change from the red iodide to the 
yellow is accompanied by an absorption, the reverse change by an 
evolution of heat. 

The coefficients of expansion of mercuric iodide were determined 
in the manner and with the apparatus employed in the case of silver 
iodide (ibid., 25, 280). The index of the apparatus showed a regular 
expansion of a bar of the iodide (red variety) until the temperature 
of 126° was reached, when the bar began to change from the octo- 
hedral to the prismatic condition, and rapid expansion took place 
without further rise of temperature. When the change was complete, 
the temperature was again slowly raised, and regular expansion con- 
tinued under a higher coefficient than before the molecular change, 
and this continued until the melting point was reached. The ex- 
pansion in passing from the solid to the liquid state was also de- 
termined. The following are the results obtained : — 

Coefficient of cubical expansion for 1° from 0° to 123° (the point 
of change) = 0*0000344706. 

At 126°, during the passage from the red to the yellow variety, 
the body increased in bulk to the extent of 0*00720407. 

Coefficient of cubical expansion for 1° from 126° to the melting 
point (200°) = 0*0001002953. 

The changes in volume in a mass of liquid mercuric iodide in cool- 
ing from 200° to 0° would be as follows : — 


Volume at 200° of the liquid mass = 1*1191147 

„ 200° of the solid mass = 1*0190453 

„ 126° (yellow prismatic) .... = 1*0115378 

„ 126° (red octohedral) = 1*0043337 

„ 0 ° = 1*0000000 


The authors give a curve illustrating these changes. 

The specific gravities corresponding to the five marked conditions 
shown above are as follows : — 
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Sp. gr. at 0° = 6*297 

„ 126° (octahedral) . . = 6*276 

„ 126° (prismatic) = 6*225 

„ 2o0° (solid) = 6*179 

„ 200° (liquid) =5*286 

Sehiff gives the sp. gr. of the octahedral variety as 5*91 ; Karsten 
gives 6*2009, and Boullay 6*320. 0. W. TV. 

Cubic Alum and Chrome Alum. By A. Polis (Ber^ 13, 360— 
367). — The necessary conditions for obtaining alnm crystallised either 
in cnbes or in octahedrons are described in detail, and also the over- 
growth of chrome alum with potash alum. T. C. 

Certain Bichromates. By K Preis and B. Raymax (Ber , 13, 
340 — 343 ). — Barium dichromate \ BaCr 2 0 7 , is obtained by dissolving 
barium chromate in concentrated chromic acid, and drying the crystal- 
line product at 100°. It is decomposed by water into chromic acid 
and ordinary barium chromate. This fact explains the observation of 
Schnlerud {J. pr. Ghent ., 19, 36) that only barium monochromate is 
obtained by precipitating barium solutions with potassium dichromate. 
The mother-liquid from the precipitate of barium dichromate on 
standing deposits crystals having the composition of the salt, BaO 3 0 7 -f 
2H a O, obtained by Bahr and Zettnow ( [Jahmsb ., 1853, 358 ; Poqq. Ann „ 
145, 1C7). 

Btrontium diehromate, SrCr 2 0 7 + H 3 0, is identical with the salt 
described by Bahr (loc. cif.), and was obtained like the barium salt. 
It consists of easily soluble dark-red crystals. A salt containing 3H 2 0 
was obtained in one experiment in the form of granite-red delique- 
scent crystals. 

The compounds PbCr 2 0r and PbCr 2 0 7 .2H 2 0 are also described. 

T. 0. 

Decomposition of Potassium Permanganate by Hydrogen 
Peroxide. By Berthelot (Gompt rend., 90, 656— 660). — It is well 
known that potassium permanganate and hydrogen peroxide in acid 
solutions mutually decompose one another. Th^nard has shown 
(CompL rend., 75, 177) that if the two acid solutions be mixed at 
a low temperature, the liquid is decolorised, but no oxygen is given 
off ; if the temperature rises, oxygen is rapidly evolved. If the hy- 
drogen peroxide be added to the permanganate, the colour is dis- 
charged when the proportion of the peroxide and the permanganate 
is such that they both contain the same amount of active oxygen, 
and the whole of this oxygen is evolved when the temperature 
rises. These facts would seem to indicate the formation of a highly 
oxidised compound, stable at —12°, but decomposed at the ordinary 
temperature. The colourless character of the compound, and the 
non-production of any colour during its decomposition, render it im- 
probable that it is a higher oxide of manganese. It cannot be persul- 
phuric add, for if the permanganate has been added until the solution 
just ceased to be decolorised, the Hquid retains no trace of any oxidi- 
sing agent, whereas when permanganate is decomposed by persnl- 
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phuric acid the residual liquid always liberates iodine from potassium 
iodide. Again, it cannot be ozone, for this substance is insoluble in 
water, and is not present in any considerable quantity in the oxygen 
evolved. It would appear, then, that the unstable compound is a 
sesquioxide of hydrogen, Hn0 3 , formed according to the equation 
Mn 2 0 7 + 5H 2 0 3 = 2MnO + 5H 2 0 3 , and corresponding with H 2 S 3 and 
with various metallic oxides. C. H. B. 

Platinic Bromide. By V. Meyer and H. Zublin (Ber., 13, 404 — 
405). — This compound can easily be obtained by heating spongy 
platinum with bromine and aqueous hydrobromic acid at 180° in sealed 
tubes. The residue left on evaporation of the filtered liquid is ex- 
tracted with water so as to separate any platiuous bromide, and the 
clear liquid again evaporated and dried at 180°. Platinic bromide 
is a black-brown powder, which is not in the least deliquescent. It 
is readily soluble in water, and still more easily in alcohol and in 
ether. T. C. 


Mineralogical Chemistry. 

Examination of the Yellow Incrustation found on the 
Vesuvian Lava of 1631: Vesbium. By A. Scacchi ( Qazzetta , 10, 
21 — 37). — The fissures in the immense lava torreni} of 1631 are often 
found coated with an extremely thin green crust, with which one of a 
yellow colour is occasionally associated. In his attempts to ascertain 
the composition of this crust, the author has observed reactions differ- 
ing from those of the known elements, and which he attributes to the 
presence of a new element, vesbium, so called from Vesbio, the ancient 
name for Vesuvius. 

As the crust is too thin to separate mechanically, the pieces of lava 
are treated with very dilute hydrochloric acid, which dissolves off the 
crust, forming a blue solution, containing abundance of copper, silica, 
and other constituents of the lava ; the acid solution is evaporated to 
dryness, heated to 170°, and exhausted with water. The residue 
consists principally of silica and a vesbium compound, together with a 
finely divided pulverulent matter which can easily be separated by 
elutriation ; after this has been done, the product is treated with hydro- 
chloric acid, filtered from undissolved silica, and again evaporated to 
dryness and heated to 170° : the small quantity of copper present is 
removed by repeated washing with hot water, when the purified 
vesbium compound remains as a dark-green powder, called veshine by 
the author. This is hygroscopic, and when ignited becomes brown 
without fusing. It is soluble in acids, yielding a green solution ; the 
addition of potash or ammonia to this solution precipitates a ferric 
compound of vesbium, partly soluble in excess of the precipitant! 
forming a yellow solution. When vesbine is fused with an alkaline 
carbonate or nitrate, it dissolves with effervescence, forming an alka- 
voi*. xxxvm. 2 h 
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line vesbiate soluble in water ; on adding an acid to the colourless 
solution, it acquires a yellow colour similar to that of a chromate ; this 
becomes bluish-green on heating. Alkaline yesbiates give precipitates 
of various colours with solutions of metallic salts, that with silver 
being bright red, whilst the zinc salt is greenish. Attempts to obtain 
potassium vesbiate in the crystalline state were unsuccessful. 

On passing hydrogen sulphide through an acid solution of vesbine, 
a brown precipitate is produced consisting chiefly of sulphur, but con- 
taining small quantities of lead and copper sulphides; the filtrate from 
this is of a bright blue colour, but becomes colourless on adding excess 
of ammonia, whilst a brown precipitate is thrown down. When a 
plate of zinc is immersed in the blue solution, the colour is changed to 
deep brown, so as to appear almost opaque. Even a very large excess 
of hydrogen sulphide produces no change in the blue solution. All 
the vesbium compounds, when fused with microcosmic salts, give a 
yellow bead tinged with brown in the outer flame, and a green bead in 
the reducing flame. 0. E. G. 

Phosphates and Boro-phosphates of Magnesia and Lime in 
the Guano Deposit of Mejillones (Lat. 23 — 24° S-). By Do- 
METXO (Oampt rend 90, 544 — 547). — Whereas the guanos found in 
lat. 12 — 13° S. retain the nitrogen of their organic matter, those in 
lat. 23 — 24° S. contain mere traces of this element, but are largely 
charged with phosphates. The most important deposit of these phos- 
pbatic guanos forms a belt round the mountain Moiro de Mejillones, 
which is composed of granitic and syenitic rocks traversed by dykes 
of compact or porphyritic felspars. The deposit is about 50 meters 
in breadth, and varies in depth. It rests on banks of disintegrated 
rock, of which there are two well-marked varieties, tosca, a loose white 
sandy substance free from guano and phosphates, and ripio, a brown 
earthy substance mixed with a considerable quantity of guano, and 
often containing fragments of the neighbouring rocks. The rvpio also 
contains concretions of gypsum, phosphates, and borophosphates of 
lime and magnesia. The great mass of the guano proper is brown, 
earthy, and consists ' mainly of calcium phosphate and sulphatfe, com- 
mon salt, and organic matter, with traces of magnesium phosphates, 
alumina, oxide of iron, and nitrates. The phosphates and borophos- 
phates found in the interior of this mass are — 

1. Guano en rocke , a hard, compact, somewhat crystalline substance, 
of a grey colour, and consisting mainly of tri-calcium phosphate. 

2. Guano cristalisado , which includes double phosphate of calcium 
and magnesium , (Ca0,Mg0) 2 p20 5 -f 6H 2 0, found in the crevices of 
the rock or in the interior of cavities in hard masses of guano. The 
crystals are colourless, more or less transparent, and have a vitreous 
lustre. Their faces are indistinct, hut the dominant form appears to 
be a rectangular prism. They have the composition MgO, 18*53 ; 
GaO, 5*80; P 2 0* 40*13. Water and organic matter 36*00 = 100*46. 
Magnesium phosphate, MgjPjO*, sometimes fibrous, sometimes in the 
form of long pyramidal crystals, having a greyish colour and vitreous 
lustre. The fibrous varieties have a silky lustre. The pure mineral 
contains MgO, 35*11, and P*0* 64*89 per cent. 
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3. Boropkosphate of magnesium and calcium , which occurs in the 
form of spherical and kidney-shaped concretions, seldom more than 
6 cm. in diameter. The exterior of these concretions is soft, but the 
interior is hard and compact. The mineral is amorphous and of a 
yellowish-white colour. It is soluble in acids, but after strong ignition 
is not attacked by nitric acid. On analysis it was found to have the 
composition : — 


MgO 24*38 

CaO 0*14 

P*0 5 27-60 

P 3 O 3 6*80 

Water and organic matter . . 38*30 

Al a O s and Fe 3 0 3 2*30 


99*52 C. H. B. 

Artificial Production of Spinel and Corundum. By S. 
Metjkieb ( Oompt . rend., 90, 701 — 702). — By the action of steam on 
aluminium chloride at a red heat in the presence of magnesium, minute 
crystals are obtained which have the composition and properties of 
spmel. They consist of colourless and transparent cnbes and octahe- 
drons, have no action on polarised light, are extremely hard, and are 
not attacked by boiling nitric aicid. Periclase, and possibly corundum, 
are formed at the same time. Attempts to obtaiu gahnite by substi- 
tuting zinc for magnesium were unsuccessful, probably on account of 
the low temperature, but the white powder left in the tube consisted 
mainly of very distinct hexagonal plates, having no effect on polarised 
light. They contained no zinc, but consisted simply of alumina. 
Similar crystals can be easily obtained by the action of steam on 
aluminium chloride heated to redness in a porcelain tube. 

C. H. B. 

Martite from Brasil. By Gobcbix ( Oompt rend., 90, 316 — 318). 
— The crystals of martite, which are generally octahedral, are found in 
the talcose rocks of Boa-Vista in the province of hlinas G-eraes. They 
have a brilliant lustre, and are sometimes slightly magnetic- Asso- 
ciated with them are found crystals of limonite, haematite, and magne- 
tite, having all the forms common to pyrites, from which they have 
evidently been derived. The interior of one large cubical crystal 
composed of a mixture of quartz and limonite, contained octahedral 
crystals of sulphur- The crystals of martite are composed of a mix- 
ture of haematite and magnetite, and in all probability have also been 
derived from pyrites. C. H. B. 

New Silicates of Aluminum and Lithium. By P. Hatjte- 
miiLLE ( [Compt . rend*, 90, 541 — 544). — L 5Si0*.Al 2 0*.Li a 0, may he 
obtained by heating silica and alumina with lithium vanadate for 
several hours to a temperature slightly above the fusing point of the 
latter. If the alumina and the silica be in the proportion of at least 
1 mol. of the former to 5 mols. of the latter, the crystals are large and 
well defined. They have the composition SiG#, 69*03 *, AUO* 23*74 ; 
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Li 2 0, 6*08 ; loss, 1*15 = 100*00, corresponding with, that of oligoclase. 
They resist the action of acids, scratch glass easily, and have a sp. gr. 
of 2*40 at 10°. The crystals are transparent, sometimes milky. The 
general form is an octohedron with a square base, the ratio of the 
vertical to the lateral axes being about 0*824 They are bi-refractive, 
and the faces are frequently striated in a direction parallel to the 
intersection of the faces of the octohedron with those of the prism. 
Similar crystals are formed when mica is heated with lithium vana- 
date. 

II. GSiO3.Al3O3.LisO, may be prepared by heating lithium tung- 
state or vanadate with alumina and silica in the proportion of 1 mol. 
of the former to G mols. of the latter. The crystals have the compo- 
sition SiO a , 72*60 ; AI3O3, 22*00 ; Li 2 0 (by diif.), 5*40, and stand in 
the same relation to orthoclase and aibite that the preceding com- 
pound stands to oligoclase. They have the hardness of orthoclase, 
and offer the same resistance to the action of reagents ; their sp. gr. 
is 2*41 at 11°. When prepared by means of the vanadate, this com- 
pound crystallises in octohedra, the angles of which are identical with 
those of the preceding compound. When obtained from the tungstate, 
the usual form is a very obtuse prism, the edges of which are truncated 
by the faces of the octohedron observed on the crystals obtained from 
the vanadate. 

These two silicates, which have not yet been found iu nature, 
furnish another example of geometric isomorphism similar to that 
observed in the case of the triclinic felspars. 

The crystals of the first compound differ from those of the second, 
in that they are bi-refractive, and depolarise polarised light. 

The anthor proposes to class these compounds with amphigene. 

C. H. B, 

Artificial Production of a Leucitophyr identical with, the 
Crystalline Lavas of Vesuvius and Somma, Incipient Crys- 
talline Forms of Leucite and Nepheline. By F. Fouqu£ and 
A. M. Levy ( Compt . rend., 90, 608 — 701). — By fusing for twenty-four 
hours at a bright red heat, and then for twenty-four hours at a cherry- 
red heat, a mixture of silica, alumina, potash, soda, magnesia, lime, and 
oxide of iron, in proportions representing one part of augite, four of 
labradorite, and eight of leucite, a crystalline mass is obtained, the 
optical properties of which correspond exactly with those of the natural 
lavas. The augite is in small green microhths, the labradorite is in 
large microliths, twinned according to the same law as aibite, and the 
leucite is in large and small trapezohedrons. Octohedral crystals of 
magnetite and picotite are also present. If the fused mass be allowed 
to cool slowly after the first twenty-four hours* fusion, the formation of 
the crystals of leucite can be distinctly observed. 

When thin slices of leucite thus obtained are examined under the 
microscope, arborescent forms, generally at right angles, are observed. 
With polarised light, the two series of elements of the right angle are 
differently tinted, and extinction takes place in the direction of the 
branches of the cross* Less complicated forms are obtained with 
artificial nepheline. C. H. B. 
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Artificial Production of Felspars containing Barium, Stron- 
tium, and Lead. By F. Fouqu£ and A. M. Levy ( Compt . rend., 
90, 620 — 622). — By heating mixtures of silica, alumina, sodium car- 
bonate, and strontia, baryta, or lead oxide, in the requisite proportions 
to a temperature just below their fusing points for forty-eight hours, 
crystalline masses are obtained which correspond in composition to 
oligoclase, labradorite, and anorthite, but contain baryta, strontia, and 
lead oxide in the place of lime. These crystals resemble felspathic 
microliths in their behaviour with polarised light, and one of the axes 
of elasticity coincides with the direction of elongation. The anorthite 
of baryta is probably orthorhombic, the labradorite of lead is decidedly 
triclinic, but the determination of the crystalline forms of the other 
compounds could not be made with certainty. The made of albifce, 
characteristic of triclinic felspars, was not observed on the artificial 
products. They all scratch glass, and, with the exception of the 
oligoclases of baryta, strontia, and lead, and the labradorite of strontia, 
are attacked by acids. Their specific gravities are given in the fol- 
lowing table : — 



Strontia. 

Barrta. 

Lead. 

Oligoclase 

... 2-619 

2*906 

3196 

Labradorite 

... 2-862 

3-333 

3-609 

Anorthite 

. . . 3-043 

3-573 

4-093 


None of these artificial products corresponds with the natural tri- 
clinic barytic felspar recently described by Descloizeaux {Bull. Sot. 
Ifi 1878). C. H. B. 

Production of Amphigene. By P- Haetefeuille (Compi. reml r 
90, 313 — 316). — V ery distinct crystals of amphigene were obtained 
by fusing potassium vanadate and alnminare with fragments of 
strongly ignited silica at a red heat in a platinum crucible for several 
days. Some of the faces of these crystals showed striae similar to 
those observed on twinned crystals of triclinic felspars. Goniometric 
measurements proved that the faces and angles are strictly comparable 
with those of the crystals from Alonnt Somma described by von Bath. 
The action of the artificial crystals on polarised light showed that, 
like the natural crystals from Frascati* they are composed of several 
systems of repeated twins. The oxygen ratios determined by analysis 
were 1:3:8. The crystals have a sp. gr. 2*47, that of the natural 
crystals being 2*48. Like the latter* they are dissolved by sulphuric 
acid. 0. H. B. 

Formation of Soils by Weathering. By J. Hazard (Lnndto. 
Versuchs.-Stat., 24 , 225 — 251). — The author has analysed three rocks, 
weathered portions from them, and the soils to which they have given 
rise. First a grey wacke consisting of an aggregate of quarta-gxama 
and felspar with mica fragments, a little carbon and crystallised silica. 
Second, a tolerably coarse-grained granite, consisting of quarts fel- 
spar plagioclase mainly, and biotite, with, fissures charged with iron 
oxide; a little apatite and iron pyrites also occur. Third, phyllite, » 
fine-grained schistose rock, consisting mainly of a lamellar mineral of 
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the mica group ; minute quartz needles permeate the mass, and other 
minerals occur sparingly. The following results were obtained : — 

1 . 2 . 8 . 4 ». 5 . 


Moisture . .. 0*13 2*40 \ -..to / — 2*49 

H 3 0 combined 1*30 1*23/ 106 \ 2*2 7 2*13 

n o-9Q 9-Ajo 4*87 

sibr: ::::::: :::::: 73*95 72*32 77*42 63*39 64*06 

:::::::::::::: J »S} 1437 15,39 {’IK} 16,74 

Mn 3 0 3 0*22 0*12 0*12 0*14 — 

CaO 0*97 1*15 123 4*27 1*52 

MgO 1*07 0*75 0*80 1*88 1*54 

K*0 1*37 1*65 1*77 1*38 1*23 

Na 3 0 2*86 1*57 1*68 3*25 1*19 

100-18 99 58 99 94 100*77 95*77 

Loss on ignition, less 

water and carbon . . — — — — 4*87 


100*64 



6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

Moisture 

— 

0*30 

1-65 

— 

H 3 0 combined 

2-58 

29-5 

3-23 

3-53 

c 

— 

— 

3-00 

— 

SiO s 

72-87 

33-54 

19-14 

63-58 

AI,6 S 

I’ejOj 

j 19-04 

/ 23-64 \ 
i 7-40/ 

25-05 

27-23 

Mn-jOs 

— 

0-18 

013 

0-14 

CaO 

1-73 

0-86 

1-30 

1-41 

MgO 

175 

1-89 

1-29 

1-40 

K-i'O 

1*40 

2-99 

1-68 

1-83 

Na 3 0 

1*35 

1-16 

0-75 

0-82 

Quartz 

— 

25-42 

39-35 

— 

pa 

— 

0-28 

— 

— 


100-72 

100-33 

96-57 

99-94 

Loss on ignition, less 





water and carbon . 

— 

— 

3-00 





99-57 



1. Fresh greywadfce from a quarry, the mean of two analyses. 2. 
Soil above, taken in a fir-wood. Humus calculated from the C found 
given as 4*03 per cent. : loss on ignition 7*66 per cent. 3. The in- 
organic constituents of 2, with the water of 1, calculated to 100 
approximately. 4. Mean of two analyses of fresh granite. 5. Soil 
above the granite, estimated to contain 9*74 per cent, of cellulose and 
humus, with a loss on ignition of 14*36 per cent. 6. The inorganic 
constituents of 5 with the water of 4 calculated to 100 approxi- 
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mately. 7, 8, 9, the corresponding results for the phyllite and its 
soil. 

From the analysis we hare the following proportions : — 

Qreywacke. 

Silica. Sesquioxides. Monoxides. 


Stone 11*79 2-92 1 

Soil 14-13 2*84 1 

Granite . 

Silica. Sesquioxides. Monoxides. 

Stone 5-78 2-21 1 

Soil 11*69 2*06 1 

Phyllite . 

Silica. Sesquioxides. Monoxides. 

Stone 8*54 4*53 1 

Soil 11*64 5-02 1 


In all three soils, the silica has increased, whilst the oxides have 
diminished ; possibly the increase of lime in the phyllite soil may be 
due to additions made to the soil. The separation of silica into free 
and combined was only successfully made in the case of phyllite, from 
which it appears that there is less combined silica in the soil than in 
the stone. 

By neglecting quartz in the analyses of phyllite and its soil, and 


calculating up to 100, we get : 

o' 

i s 


Mon- 

oxides. 

Humus. 

HaO. 

Unweathered silicate in fresh 
stone 

44-78 

41-68 

9-20 

_ 

4-34 

Unweathered silicate plus 
weathered products in soil 

31-78 

41-83 

8-33 

9-96 

8-10 

Unweathered silicate in soil* 

31-78 

29-68 

6-53 

— 

3-08 

Weathering products in soil 

— 

12-15 

1-80 

9-96 

5-02 


The bottom line shows base in excess of that required for the silica. 
This may be combined with humic acid, so that the phyllite soli may 
have the following composition : — 


Quartz 39*35 

Silicate undecomposed 42*74 (19*14 SiO* 4* 17-81 sesquioxide + 

3*93 monoxide + 1*86 H,0.) 

Humic salts 14*46 (6*00 humic acid -f 7*37 sesquioxide 

+ 1‘09 monoxide,) 

Water 3*02 (1*35 of which is moisture.) 


99-57 

# Obtained by taking the same proportions with the silica of the second line as 
are found in the first line. 
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Determination of absorption? soluble bases , moisture , combined water? 
carbon , humus {calculated)? and loss on ignition . — Tbe material used 
was well air-dried and freed from root fibres as far as possible. For 
the absorption of nitrogen, 50 grams were treated with ammonium 
chloride solution of known strength ; after two days the nitrogen left 
in the solntion was determined, and the c.c. absorbed by the material 
gives the number in the table. The soluble bases were determined by 
treating with dilute hydrochloric acid, evaporating to dryness, taking 
up with concentrated hydrochloric acid and water, &c. The water 
and carbon determinations were made by elementary analysis. 


Granite. 




2 . 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

Absorption 

Solid oaa.es 



13 

30 

29 

37 

40 

41 

11-32 


12*6i 

9*65 

11 *35 

12 10 

9 60 

Moisture 

— 

0*68 

0 88 

1 62 

1 73 

1-87 

2*49 

H-.0 combined 

2 27 


2-48 

2*33 

2-48 

2-48 

2*13 

C 

— 

— 

— 


ITS 

2-70 

4*87 

Humus (calculated! . . 

— 

— 

— 

1*72 

2*30 

5-40 

9 71 

Loss on ignition 

2*27 



5*67 

6 51 

9-75 

14*36 


• 



1 

Greywacke. 


8. 

9. 

10 . 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

Absorption 

1 2 

9 

25 

36 

8 

40 

47 

28 

24 

Soluble bases 

8 87 

12 *40 

14*86 

13*38 

6*62 

12 29 

19 *11 

B21 

8*73 

Moisture 

0*30 

0 80 

1*22 

1 65 

0*18 

1-23 

2 18 

2*42 

2*40 

H 5 O combined .... 

2-95 

4*44 

3-67 

3-23 

1*30 

3-55 

3 94 

2*03 

1*23 

C 

1 — 

— 

0 73 

3 00 

0*29 

0*25 

0*58 

4-77 

2*42 

Humus (calculated). 

— 

— 

1*46 

6*00 

— 

— 

1*16 

9*55 


Loss on ignition .... 

3*25 

t 

5*24 

6 35 

10 *88 

1 72 

5*03 

7*28 

14 00 

7*66 


Nos. 1, 8 and 12 are the fresh rocks; 2 to 6 are rubble, gradually 
diminishing in size ; 9 and 13 are also rubble ; 7 is the granite soil 
before given ; 10 subsoil, and 11 upper soil, both above phyllite ; 14, 
subsoil about 0*80 meter deep, 15, the soil above it, both in a fir-wood, 
and 16, soil from a meadow, all three being over greywacke. 

All three soils are fertile ores. The absorption of the rocks increases 
with rate at which they weather ; the greywacke soils show a diminish- 
ing absorption probably due to the effect of rain, as they were taken 
from a hill side. 

The absorption increases generally with the increase of the soluble 
bases, but not invariably. By degrees, the silicates of the sesquioxides 
pass into clay, which absorbs, whilst the monoxides are partly washed 
out, and the soluble bases are diminished. From this it happens, as 
in the granite, that the last weathering product with 9*6 per cent, of 
soluble bases has an absorption of 41. J. T. 
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Examination of Volcanic Dust which fell Jannary 4th, 1880, 
at Dominica, and of the Water which accompanied it. By 
Daubr^e (Cornet rend., 90, 624 — 626). — The powder collected after 
the rain was fine-grained, and resembled pnzzuolana. Microscopic 
examination revealed the presence of colourless grains of labradorito 
and sanidine, greenish grains of pyroxene, crystals of gypsum, and 
very distinct cnbic crystals of pyrites from 0*2 to 0*33 mm. diameter. 
Grains of galena were also present. The sand was imprecated with 
highly deliquescent salts. Analysis of the powder collected in the dry 
state gave the following results : — 


Soluble in H s O .... 

KCI. 

1*96 

>'nCl. 

0-G3 

CaS0 4 . 

0-28 

Organic. 
0*70 = 

3-57 

Soluble in dilute HC1 

FeSO* 

6-20 

CaCOj. 

360 

HgCOj. 

0-80 

— — * 

9-60 

Soluble in HN0 3 «... 

FeS». 

5-30 

PbS. 

0-65 


~ 

5-95 

Insoluble in acids 





80-30 




Total . 


99-42 


No copper was detected. 


The rain received in a rain gauge was charged with about 20 per 
cent, by weight of a somewhat coarser powder. It held in solution 20 
parts per 1000 of the salts found in the dry powder. 

The presence of pyrites and galena in the powder is a fact worthy 
of special notice. The former has probably been recently prodnced in 
the volcano by the action of the snlphnrons vapours, and resembles in 
appearance the pyrites found in the fmnerolles of Iceland. 

C. H. B. 

Sketch of the Origin of the Mineral Waters of Savoy. By L. 
L£vy (Gomjpt. rend., 90, 628 — 630). — The mineral waters of the Savoy 
Alps may be arranged in three classes : (1) sulphuretted ; (2) saline 
(chlorides and sulphates) ; (3) carbonated (alkaline, calcareous, or 
ferruginous). To the first class belong the springs of Aix, Marlioz, 
and Challes, in Savoie, and of Bromines, la Caille, and Menthon, in 
Haute- Savoie. Analyses of the three first give the following results 
in parts per liter : — 

Aix-les-Bains. 

Sulphur spring. Alum spring. 

Temperature 43*5° 44*6? 

Hydrogen sulphide, free . . 3*37 — 4*13 mgrm. 3*74 mgrm. 

Sulphur as thiosulphate . . 3-84 mgrm. 3*60 mgrm. 

Total solid matter 0*4925 gr* 0*4443 gr. 

Msrlioz. Challes great spring. 

Temperature 11° 10*5° 

Sodium sulphydrate 0*0285 gr. 0*3594 gr. 

Total solid matter 0*6383 1*3453 

In the second class are the waters of Bride, Satins, TEchaillon, and 
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Bonneval (Tarentaise) in Savoie, and of Saint Gervais in Haute- 
Savoie. These contain from 16 (Salins) to 5 (Saint G-ervais) grams 
of solid matter per liter, consisting principally of sodium and mag- 
nesium chlorides, and calcium and sodium sulphates. Their tempera- 
ture varies from 30° to 40°, except in the case of Saint Gervais, where 
the temperature is 20°. 

To the third class belong the springs of Saint Simon, Ooise, Farette 
and la Bauche in Savoie, and of Evian and Amphion in Haute- Savoie. 
These always contain less than one gram of solid matter per liter, and 
their temperature is from 10° to 12 . The waters of Evian are alkaline 
and calcareous, those of la Bauche are highly ferruginous. 

The sulphuretted springs are found to the east of the axis of eleva- 
tion of the Western Alps, which stretches from Grenoble to Sallanches, 
in a district occupied by jurassic and cretaceous limestones traversed 
by faults. The waters acquire their sulphuretted character whilst 
percolating through the limestones, which contain concretions of 
gypsum and pyrites, and also bituminous organic matter. 

The saline springs are found to the west of the same axis in a dis- 
trict occupied by tnassic beds which consist of white grits, magnesian 
limestones, glossy schists, gypsum with common salt, and ferruginous- 
clayey schists. 

The waters of the third class are, comparatively speaking, of sur- 
face origin, and are found in the old alluvium or in marshes. They 
derive their carbonic anhydride mainly from the air, and their iron 
from oxidised pyrites. G. EL B. 

Composition of the Waters of Cransae (Aveyron). By E. 
Willm (Oompt rend 90 , 547 — 548). 

Apnl 15th, 1879. July 14th, 1879. 



Grams. 

Grams. 

Free carbonic anhydride 

0-0175 

— 

Magnesium sulphate 

1-7920 

1-9985 

Calcium „ 

1-5640 

1-5623 

Aluminium „ 

0-2800 

0-1760 

Manganese „ 

0-0158 

0-0704 

Hickel „ 

0-0007 

0-0008 

Potassium „ ) 

- 0-2230 

I 

f 0-1446 

Sodium „ J 

Lithium „ 1 

10-0908 

Rubidium „ 

Zinc „ J 

> traces 

traces 

Sodium chloride 

0-0151 

0-0161 

Silica 

0-0790 

0-0870 

Phosphoric and boric adds. . . . 

traces 

traces 

Total per liter . . 

3-9696 

4-1465 

Amount directly determined . . 

3-9820 

4-1820 


The mineral matter of the water of Cransae consists mainly of 
sulphates, and contains sulphates of manganese and aluminium. 
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together -with small quantities of the sulphates of nickel and zinc. 
Copper, iron, and arsenic are absent, although the mineral matter is 
probably derived from iron pyrites undergoing decomposition. The 
amount of potassium present is considerably greater than that of 
sodium. The analyses (p. 454) of the principal spring (source Basse 
Bichard) made at different dates seem to indicate that file composition 
of the water is subject to variation. 

The temperature of the water is 12*4 3 C. 


c. h. b. 


Mineral Waters of Bnssang (Vosges). By E. Will* (Compt 
rend., 90, 630 — 633). 

Source 
Salmade. 

Temperature 12° 

Total C0 2 ........ 2*8719 


Source 
d’en haut. 

12*5° 

2*1890 


Source 

Marie. 

11 ° 

2*4934 


(a.) Portion of residue insoluble in water : — 

Si0 3 0*0641 0*0634 0*0536 

EeA* .. 0*0059 0*0024 0*0024 

Mn 3 0 4 0*0019 0*0019 0*0020 

A1 0*0012 0*0010 0*0011 

Ca 0*1519 0*1495 0*1880 

Mg 0*0506 0*0506 0*0540 

C 0 3 0*3589 0*3546 0*4196 

As 0*00047 0*00026 0*00043 

(b.) Portion of residue soluble in water : — 

C0 3 0*3801 0*3912 0*3081 

SO* 0*0904 0*0896 0*0806 

01 0*0507 0*0572 0*0497 

m 0*3495 0*3580 0*2890 

K 0*0346 0*0360 0*0264 

Li 0*00116 0*0013 0*0010 

PaOoj B 3 O 3 , and P . . traces traces traces 

Total 1*54143 1*55696 1*47593 

The “ source Marie ” rises in the bed of the Moselle. C. H. B. 

Waters of Bonrbonle. By A. Eiche (J. Fharm. CMm. [5], 1, 
302 — 306). — The springs of Bourboule, viz., Chonssy, Pemfrre, 
S 6 daiges, La Plage, and Fenestre owe their healing properties to 
the large quantities of arsenic they contain, viz., 0*0068 gram per 
liter in Perriere and 0*0064 in Chonssy. In the case of Perri&re and 
S 6 daiges, the quantity of arsenic does not appear to alter ; but in the 
springs of Choussy and La Plage it is slowly decreasing. Periodic 
analyses made during the year show that the total mineral matter 
decreases as it has done since 1867 from 5*886 gram per liter in that 
year to 4*970 gram per liter in 1879. The quantity of mineral matter 
in the Choussy and Perr&re springs is about the same, as is also the 
proportion of lithium. L. T. O’S. 
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Organic Chemistry. 

Direct Formation of the Chlorobromid.es of the Olefines 
and other Unsaturated Compounds. By Maxwell Simpson 
(Froc. Huy. Soc 27, 118, 424). — Ethylene chlorobromide , C 2 H 4 ClBr. 
Chloride of bromine was prepared by passing chlorine into a solution 
of bromine in aqueous hypochlorous acid ; on passing ethylene into 
this solution, an oily liquid separated, boiling after purification at 
108 — 110°, and giving on analysis numbers agreeing with the above 
formula. 

Propylene chlorobromide , C 3 H 6 ClBr, is prepared in a similar way, and 
boils at 118— 120°. 

Alhjl chlorodibromide , C 3 H 8 ClBr 2 , is formed by the action of bromine 
chloride on allyl bromide at the ordinary temperature. It boils at 
197 — 199°. It the mixture be heated to about 100°, allyl bromo - 
dichloride, CsHcClJBr, b. p. 1 80 — 187°, is produced. 

Ethylidene chlor iodide t CHj.CHCll, may be prepared either by the 
action of a weak solution of iodine chloride on ethylidene iodide or 
of aluminium iodide dissolved in carbon bisulphide on ethylidene 
iodide, also dissolved in carbon bisulphide. After purification, the 
product distils at 117 — 119° without decomposition, and has a density 
of 2*054 at 19°. 

Ethylidene bromiodide , CH 3 CHBrI, may he prepared in the same 
way as the chloriodide, substituting the bromide of iodine for the 
chloride. It boils at 142 — 144°, and does not solidify in a freezing 
mixture. C. W. W. 

Preparation of Acetylene. By Jungfleisch ( Compt . rend., 90. 
364 — 367, and J. Pharm. Chun. [5], 1, 307 — 310). — This is a descrip- 
tion of a special lamp fo-r the preparation of acetylene by the incom- 
plete combustion of coal-gas, the supply of air being limited by 
virtually burning a jet of air in an atmosphere of coal-gas, so as to 
avoid any excess of oxygen being carried over into the ammoniacal 
cuprous solution. A description of the apparatus would he incomplete 
without the diagrams, which are given in the original paper. 

L. T. 0’S. 

Action of Bleaching Powder on Propyl, Butyl, and Amyl 
Alcohols. By J. Regnault and E. Habdy (J. Pharm. [4], 30, 405 — 
408) — To determine the part played by the above alcohols in intro- 
ducing impurities in the preparation of chloroform from ethyl alcohol, 
they were severally treated with bleaching powder. Isopropyl 
alcohol (b. p. 82°), isobutyl alcohol (b. p. 109*), and amyl alcohol 
(b. p. 130 — 132°), were distilled with bleaching powder ; in each case 
the distillate separated into two layers, the lighter consisting of an 
alcoholic solution of a chlorine compound and the heavier of water. 
The upper liquid was again distilled with bleaching powder, when 
the distillate separated into three layers. The heaviest liquid con- 
sisted of a chlorine compound, and the other two of the alcoholic solu- 
tion of the same and water; they were again treated with bleaching 
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powder and so on until all the alcohol had been converted into the 
chlorine compound. 

The chlorine compounds in each case have properties similar to 
those of chloroform, but differ from it and from each other. These 
results show that the isomeric alcohols have some influence on the 
purity of chloroform. The authors purpose giving a more detailed 
account of their research in a future communication. L. T. O’S. 


Action of Bromine on Epichlorhydrin. By E. Griyatjx and 
P. Adam (Bull. Soc. Chim. [2], 33. 257 — 259). — By treating epichlor- 
hydrin with bromine at 100 , the latter is rapidly absorbed and an oily 
liquid obtained, which decomposes on distillation in a vacuum, but 
deposits crystals on adding water and cooling at 0°. The crystals sepa- 
rate from a heavy oil, and recrystallised from alcohol, consist of 
chlofotribromacetone , C3H2ClBr 3 0.4H 3 0 (m. p. 55°). Dried in a current 
of air, the crystals lose their water of crystallisation, and anhydrous 
chlorotribromacetone is obtained as a heavy, colourless oil, which 
attacks the eyes. 

The oily liquid which is separated from the crystals consists of 
chlorobromhydrin, CH 3 CLCH(OH).CH 2 Br (m. p. 190 — 195°). 

The action of bromine on epichlorhydrin may be expressed thns : — 

2(0^010) + 3Br 2 = CjH 2 ClBr 3 0 + CsHeCIBrO 4* 2HBr. 

L, T. O’S. 


Action of Sodium on Epichlorhydrin. By Hakriot (Bull 
Soc. Ohim. [2], 32, 552). — By the action of sodium on epichlorhydrin, 
a yellow insoluble body, C e H 10 O s 4 2NaCl, is produced, from which 
the sodium chloride cannot be removed by washing. If, however, the 
reaction is allowed to take place in the cold, a product is eventually 
obtained which is soluble in cold water. On heating this solution, 
the yellow substance is precipitated, but by evaporating the cold solu- 
tion in a vacuum, the sodium chloride crystallises out alone, and an 
oily liquid is obtained, having a sweet taste and corresponding with 
the formula C a H 10 O 2 . The author thinks it is the anhydride of a 
tetratomic alcohol, which he hopes to obtain from it by hydration. 

J. M. H. M. 


Constitution of Epichlorhydrin. By Banbiot (Bull. Soc. 
Chim. [2], 32, 551— 552).— In order to decide by experiment be- 

yCHl 

tween the two formulae for epichlorhydrin, CH*C1.CH<Q I and 


CH a Cl.C.CH 2 (0H), proposed by Reboul and by Berthelot respectively, 
the author mixed gradually 92 grams epichlorhydrin with 130 grams 
phosphorus trichloride. A violent reaction occurred, and on cooling 
the mixture and submitting the product to distillation under reduced 
pressure, a liquid was obtained (b. p. 133 — 140° at 100 mm.) which 
proved to be a compound of epichlorhydrin and phosphorus trichloride, 
CaHfiOCl.PCls ; it is decomposed by water into epichlorhydrin and phos- 
phorous acid. If Berthelot’s formula be correct, the hydroxyl should 
be replaceable by chlorine, isoallylene dichloride, CHjCLC.CHiCl 
being formed, but no such body was produced in the reaction. 

J. M. Bu M. 
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Inactive Glucose or Neutral Sugar. By TJ. Gayon (Bull. 
Soc . Ghim . [2], 33, 253 — 256). — Horsin-Deon (ibid., 32, 121) shows 
that inverted and inactive sugar have the same composition, and that 
in the formation of inverted sugar, inactive sugar is first formed and 
subsequently converted into inverted sugar by hydration. In answer 
the author refers to previous notes by himself on the same subject, in 
which he arrives at the same conclusions as Horsin-Deon, but in dif- 
ferent ways. Details of the experiments are given in the paper. 

L. T. O’S. 

Inactive and Inverted Sugar. By P. Horsin-D£on (Bull. Soc. 
Gliim. [2], 33, 256 — 257). — In reply to Gayon, the author points out 
that although their results agree, the difference between their commu- 
nications is, that Gayon states the fact and the author gives the expla- 
nation. L. T. O’S. 

Method of Producing Acetal By R. Exgel and De Girard 
(Cornet, rend., 692 — 694). — Acetal may be obtained in considerable 
quantity by passing a current of non- spontaneously inflammable 
hydrogen phosphide through a mixture of equal volumes of aldehyde 
and absolute alcohol, cooled to —21°. A small quantity of ethyl ether 
is also produced. It is probably not necessary to work at so low a 
temperature, but the authors promise further details. 0. H. B. 

Researches on Lactin. By E. J. Mills and J. Hogarth (Proc. 
Boy. Soc., 28, 273). — The permanent specific rotation of lactin (milk- 
sugar) as determined by Jellett’s polarimeter is 59T7° (mean of 
21 experiments). Berthelot gives 59'3°. 

If the rotatory power of freshly prepared aqueous solution of lactin 
be examined at short intervals of time, it is found to gradually de- 
crease. This phenomenon was quantified by a series of determinations 
made at intervals of two hours, in some cases with addition of sodium 
or potassium chloride ; and it was found that the change could he ex- 
pressed by the equation y = a -f lx -f or*, in which y is the angle of 
rotation, x the time in half hours, counting from the first contact of 
the lactin with water, and a, h, and c are constants. Prom the results 
obtained, the initial specific rotation of lactin is calculated to be 
92*63°. When the specific rotation 64*8 is reached, the law of change 
must be expressed by a different equation ; this fact pointing to the 
dual nature of lactin mentioned by Fudakowski. Increase of tem- 
perature hastens the change. The presence of sodium or potassium 
chloride increases the amount of lactin in solution, but has no apparent 
effect on the rate of change. 

The study of the action of hydrogen nitrate on lactin is attended by 
great experimental difficulties, but the authors have succeeded in ob- 
taining results which are expressed in a curve. This curve shows a 
rise in the rotatory power on first addition of nitric acid (due to 
galactose ?), then it falls below zero (formation of mucic acid, and 
perhaps of laevo-tartaric add) ; then a second rise (dextro-tartaric 
a dd) , and finally a fall to zero (oxalic acid). 

Water at 17° shaken with excess of lactin takes up a quantity cor- 
responding to a solubility of one part lactin in 10*64 parts water, the 
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quantity gradually increasing until it reaches the limit of 1 part 
lactin in 3*23 parts water. C. W. W. 

Action of Acetic Chloride on Valeraldehyde. By Maxwell 
Simpson (Proc. Boy, Soc 27, 120). — Equivalent proportions of acetic 
chloride and valeraldehyde were heated in a sealed tube at 100° for 
about three hours, and the product distilled. About half the liquid 
passed over between 115 and 145° ; the remainder refused to distil 
even at 300°. On redistillation, the first portion boiled for the most 
part at 118 — 128°. It gave on analysis numbers leading to the for- 
mula CgHioO, AcCl. Its sp. gr. is about 0‘987 at 17°. It is 
gradually decomposed by water with formation of hydrochloric acid, 
acetic acid, and valeraldehyde. C. W. W. 

Action of Dehydrating Substances on Organic Acids. By 
B. Vangel (Her., 13, 355 — 358). — It is well known that many poly 
basic organic acids, either when heated or when subjected to the 
action of dehydrating agents, give carbonic anhydride* and frequently 
also carbonic oxide and water, whilst a residue is left depending on 
the nature of the acid. A more detailed investigation of these facts 
has led to the following results, attention being paid merely to the 
nature of the gas evolved : — 

Monobasic acids when heated with dehydrating agents (sulphuric 
acid or syrupy phosphoric acid) are either not decomposed at all, or 
only with difficulty, m which case they give either carbonic anhydride 
or carbonic oxide ; thus stearic and benzoic acids give neither gas by 
the action of phosphoric acid, and with sulphuric acid they give car- 
bonic anhydride, bnt no carbonic oxide. Dihydric monobasic acids also 
give either carbonic anhydride or carbonic oxide ; thus salicylic gives 
carbonic anhydride, whilst lactic acid gives carbonic oxide. Dibasic 
acids give equal volumes of carbonic oxide and anhydride, according 
to the following equation : — Il f '(COOH)» = It” + C0 3 + CO + H t O, 
as in the case of oxalic and camphoric acids. Dumas and Piria found 
that tartaric acid by treatment with sulphuric acid gave 3 vole. CO, 
1 vol. C0 2 , and 2 vols. SO* but by the action of phosphoric acid, 
the author states that it gives equal volumes of carbonic oxide and 
anhydride. Tnbasic acids give 2 vols. of carbonic anhydride to 1 voL 
of carbonic oxide, thus : E 7 "(COOH) 3 = B/"H + 2CO* + CO + H,0. 
This is the case with citric acid, the same result being obtained 
whether sulphuric or phosphoric acid be employed as the dehydrating 
agent. Dumas, however, found that citric acid when heated with 
sulphuric acid gave pure carbonic oxide. Should the above rules be 
confirmed by further experiments, the author believes that the deter- 
mination of the nature of the gas evolved on treatment with dehydrating 
agents would serve as a very ready method for ascertaining the 
basicity of organic adds. T, C. 

Action of Carbonic Oxide on Alkaline Hydrates at High 
Temperatures. By A- Geuther (Her., 13, 323—324). — A claim to 
priority of discovery over Merz and Tibirifa (this vol. p. 374). 
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Synthesis of Formic Acid. By 0. Loew ( Ber ., 13 , 324 — 825). — 
Formic acid, ferrous sulphide, ferrous formate, carbonic anhydride, 
and trithiomethvlene are obtained when carbon bisulphide and 
"water are heated "with iron filings in sealed tubes at 100°. This 
method is recommended for preparing formic acid on the large scale. 

T. C. 

Action of Titanium Tetrachloride, Stannic Chloride, and 
Antimony Pentachloride on Acetic Acid and Acetic Anhy- 
dride. By A. Bertram (Bull. Soc. Chim. [2], 33 , 252 — 253). — The 
above chlorides act on acetic acid and acetic anhydride, forming 
mixed anhydrides, which are probably similar to the silico-acetic 
anhydride "of Friedel and Ladenburg (Ann. Oldm . Phi/s. [4], 27 , 
428). L. T. O’S. 

Compounds of the Myristic Series. By F. Masino ( Qazz&tba , 
10 , 72 — 78). — As commercial oil of nutmegs is usually more or 
less adulterated, it .was considered preferable to prepare myristin 
directly from nutmegs by extracting the powdered seeds with ether, 
which was found to be a far better solvent than either benzene or 
light petroleum for this purpose. Obtained in this way, it crystallised 
in colourless lustrous silky plates (m. p. 55° ; Playfair found 31 c , 
probably from his substance containing impurities derived from the 
commercial oil of nutmegs employed). The myristic acid obtained 
from this by saponification with potash had the melting point (53 — 54°) 
given by Heintz. 

Myristamide , CuH^O.XEL, prepared by boiling myristin with alco- 
holic ammonia for three or four days, crystallises in lustrous scales 
(m. p. 102°). It is insoluble in water, hut easily soluble in alcohol, 
ether, and benzene. Myristanilide , C 1 iH 27 0.!N’HPh, obtained by long 
continued heating of aniline myristate, crystallises in long slender 
silky needles (m. p. 84°), which are very soluble in ether, benzene, 
and chloroform. 

Myristolic acid . — Bromine does not act on myristic acid even at 
120°, but it is readily attacked by chlorine at 100° if exposed to sun- 
shine, hydrochloric acid copiously evolved, and a chlorinated deriva- 
tive being formed. This was separated from unaltered myristic 
acid by crystallisation, and heated with alcoholic potash for eight days 
at 180° ; the product contained mvristic acid and an oily body, which 
gave Pettenkofer’s reaction, and. solidified at a low temperature 
(m. p. 12°); it united readily with bromine, forming the tetrabro- 
minated derivative CuKsiB^O*. This is a yellow oily substance, 
which gradually gives off hydrobromic acid when exposed in a vacuum 
over solid potash, leaving a residue of the composition C u H 22 Br 2 02, 
which is reconverted into myristolic acid (m. p. 12°) by nascent hydro- 
gen. The quantity of substance was too small to allow of the 
myristolic acid, C14H24O2, to be purified for analysis. C. E. G. 

Products of the Oxidation of Wool : Cyanopropionic Acid. 
By J. A. Waselyn and W. J. Cooper (Phil Mag. [5], 7, S5t>).— 
When wool, dissolved in water by means of three times its weight of 
potash, is oxidised by four times its weight of potassium permanganate, 



ORGANIC CHEMISTRY. 


461 


there are produced caibonic acid, oxalic acid, and ammonia; when 
onl j two parts of permanganate are’ employed at least two new acids 
are produced, one of which, cyanopropionic acid, has been obtained 
pure. 

The free acid, obtained by decomposing the barium salt with sul- 
phuric acid, has the formula SCiHsXOj.&EtO. It is an amorphous 
solid, brittle at ordinary temperatures, but softening at 100 °. In mass, 
it has a pale brownish-yellow or straw colour, in powder, it is almost 
white. It is very soluble in water and in strong alcohol. It has a 
strongly acid taste and reaction, decomposes carbonates, and dissolves 
magnesium in the cold. It is oxidised by potassium dichromate And 
by permanganate. 

Heated to 140°, it gives off all its water ; at higher temperatures, it 
is decomposed, evolving ethyl cyanide, and forming a brown mass, 
soluble in potash. 

Most of the metallic cyanopropionates are soluble in water, and con- 
tain water of crystallisation. 

Barium cyanopropionate, Ba(C 4 Hj?T 02 ) 2 . 3 H 3 0 , is a white powder, 
very soluble in water, but sparingly soluble in alcohol. It loses 1 mol. 
of water at 160 — 170°. There is also a basic salt, 

[Ba(C*H*!N O^S’SHaO^.BaHjOa. 

Silver cyanopropionate , SCiH^Ag^Oa.^HaO, is nearly insoluble in 
water; the dry salt quickly absorbs 2 per cent, of water. There is a 
basic salt, 2 C 4 H 1 AglNiO 2 .AgHO.H 2 O, obtained by adding silver nitrate 
to the basic barium salt. 

Lead cyanopropionate , PbfCiH^NTOs^.HaO, is also nearly insoluble in 
water ; it is a white powder. 

The magnesium salt , MgfCJIilNOs^.SHaO, is extremely soluble in 
water, drying up first to a jelly, and finally to a brittle mass, yielding 
a white powder. 

Potassium cya noprop ionate, C 4 HJNK0 2 .H s 0, forms a straw-coloured 
transparent solid. Dried at 100°, the salt contains five molecules of 
water ; at 190°, it contains only one ; deposited from strong alcohol 
and dried at 100°, it contains 4H a 0. It is very soluble in water and 
in 40 per cent, alcohol, sparingly so in strong alcohol. Heated at 
200 — 220 ° with twice its weight of potash, it is completely decomposed, 
giving off ethylamine and leaving potassium oxalate, CiH^NO* -f 
2KHQ = Kj C 2 Oi + CaHa.NHa, proving the acid to be isocyanopropionic 
add. 

Calcium cyanopropionate* Ca(CiHilJ 02 ) 2 . 4 Ha 0 (dried at 100°), is 
very soluble in water, and is predpitated from its aqueous solution 
in 84 percent, alcohol. It loses about 4 per cent, (half a molecule) of 
water at 200 °. C. W. W. 

Amides and Anilides of £«Hydroxybutyric Add. By L. Bal- 
biako (Bar., 13, 312 — 314). — 8-Amidolutyramide, 

NH*.CHMe.CH 3 .COICai, 

is obtained by heating ethyl £-cbIorbutyrate with alcoholic ammonia 
in sealed tubes at 70 — 8Cr. It is a syrupy liquid, which is easily 

vol. mun. 2 l 
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soluble in water and in hot alcohol, but only sparingly soluble in 
ether. Its platinochloride crystallises in orange-coloured tables, 
which are but little soluble in alcohol, and insoluble in ether. The 
aqueous solution of the free base evolves ammonia when boiled, and on 
boiling with lead hydroxide, it gives lead 3-amidobutyrate, from 
which the free acid may be obtained by treatment with sulphuretted 
hydrogen. It crystallises in deliquescent plates. The hydrochloride 
of jS-amidobutyramide may be obtained by decomposing the platino- 
chloride with ammonium chloride ; it forms a crystalline hygroscopic 
mass. 

On heating ethyl /S-chlorbnfyrate for several honrs with 3 to 4 
mols. of aniline a crystalline mass is obtained, which is only partially 
soluble in ether. The insoluble portion consists of aniline hydro- 
chloride, and the hydrochloride of j$-amidobutyranilide, 

^HPh.CHMe.CH 2 .CO NHPh.HCl, 

the latter of which crystallises in brilliant, colonrless fatty plates 
(m. p. = 206°), which are insolnbie in ether, and buo sparingly soluble 
in boiling water. 

The portion of the above product which was soluble in ether con- 
sisted of unchanged ethyl chlorbutyrate and aniline, together with 
fi-butyranilbetaine , CioHjN'Oa, which was purified by means of its 
oxalate. It is a crystalline neutral mass, and forms a hydrochloride 
and platinochloride, PtCl*. (CioH 13 X0 2 HC1)2. The free base on boiling 
with barium hydrate gives barium acetate and resinous products. 
The oxalate , Ci 0 H u I*O 2 CJEEaOi, crystallises in nodules (m. p. 138°), 
which are easily soluble in hot water and in hot alcohol, and shows a 
strong acid reaction. On treating the oxalate with barium hydrate 
it gives, in addition to the free base, the crystalline barium salt of 
P-anihbutyric arid, KHPh.CHMe.CH 2 .COOH, isomeric with the above 
base. It crystallises in needles (m. p. 128°), which are but sparingly 
soluble in cold, but more soluble in hot water ; it is easily soluble in 
alcohol and in ether. T. 0. 

Electrolysis of Malonic Acid. By E. Botjbgoin ( Oompt . rend , 90, 
608 — 611). — When an alkaline solution of sodium malouate is electro- 
lysed, the gas evolved at the positive pole consists simply of a mixture 
of oxygen, carbonic anhydride, and carbonic oxide without any hydro- 
carbon, whatever the degree of alkalinity or concentration of the solu- 
tion. With a neutral solution of the salt, carbonic anhydride alone is 
evolved and the liquid becomes strongly acid in the positive part of 
the cell. After a time, the carbonic anhydride is accompanied by car- 
bonic oxide and oxygen. With free malonic acid, the gas consists 
mainly of oxygen with small quantities of carbonic anhydride. Malonic 
acid, then, differs from succinic acid in that no hydrocarbon is pro- 
duced when it is electrolysed, and it differs from oxalic acid in its 
greater stability and in that it concentrates itself in the positive part 
ofthecelL. 0. H. B. 

Inactive Malic Acid. By G. J. W. Bremer (Ber, 13, 351—353). 
—The inactive malic acid obtained by the author (ibid., 8, 1594) by 
the reduction of tartaric acid with hydriodie acid consists of a mixture 
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o£ dextro- and Isevo-rotary malic acids. The two are best separated by 
means of their cinchonine salts, that of the former being the least 
soluble in water. The specific rotations of the two acids are +6*316 
and — 2"59 6 respectively. T. 0. 

Succinin. By A. Fcnaro and L. D axe si (Gazzetta, 10, 58 — 60). — 
When equal parte of succinic acid and glycerol are heated at 200% a 
product is obtained which may be purified by dissolving it in water 
and adding animal charcoal; on cooling, the clear solution becomes 
turbid and gradnally deposits the succinin as an amorphous buty- 
raceous mass of pale-yellow colour. It may be obtained almost colour- 
less by a second treatment with animal charcoal. Succinin, C 7 H l0 Ofl, 
forms an opaque mass resembling wax in appearance, insoluble in 
water or alcohol when cold, but easily soluble in the boiling liquid, in- 
soluble in ether, benzene, and chloroform. It is saponified by the 
action of alkalis in the same manner as other ethereal salts, yielding 
glycerol and succinic acid. C. E. G*. 

Synthesis of Ethylbenzene from Ether and Benzene, By M. 
Balsohn (Bull. Soc. Chim. [2], 32, 617 — 618). — The author has previ- 
ously shown that in presence of aluminium chloride, ethylene unites 
directly with benzene, forming ethylbenzene, diethylbenzene, and tri- 
ethylbenzene. He now shows that ethylbenzene is produced by heat- 
ing together in sealed tubes at 180° for 12 hours a mixture of 1 part 
ether, 2 parts zinc chloride, and 4 parts benzene. A small quantity 
of a crystallisable substance is produced at the same time, together 
with ethylene, and hydrocarbons boiling at higher temperatures than 
ethylbenzene. * J. H. H. M. 

Action of Iodine on Aromatic Compounds with Long Side- 
chains- By B. Baybas and K. Pbeis (Her., 13, 344—347).—* 
On treating eymene with iodine at high temperatures, it gives the 
same hydrocarbons as turpentine oil under similar conditions {Ber., 
12, 219 ; this Journal, 1879, Trans., 623), viz., hydrides of toluene 
and xylene, meta- and para-xylene, mesitylene, pseudocumene, eymene * 
hydride, propyldimethylbenzene, and a high boiling hydrocarbon 
which gives benzoylbenzoic acid on oxidation. 

Amylbenzene and camphor by a similar treatment give in general 
the same products as eymene and turpentine oiL T- C. 

Fitfcica’s Fourth NitrophenoL By S. Hataxsox (Ber., 13, 415 — 
417). — The author is unable to confirm Fittica’s statement {ibid., 12, 
2183) as to the existence of a fourth nitrophenol, for he has several 
times repeated Fittica’s experiments and has only been able to obtain 
ordinary orthonitrophenol (m. p. 45°), mixed wita a little of the cor- 
responding parar-eompound (m. p. 114°). T. C. 

Ethyl-derivatives of Orthamidophenetol and Orthamido- 
phenol. By M. Foster (J. pr. Chem . [2], 21, 341 — 375). — Ortho- 
amidophenetol is prepared by reducing the nitropbenetol with tin and 
hydrochloric acid, and after adding soda distilling off the base in a 
current of steam. Orthamidophenetol is a colourless, oily liquid, 

2 2 2 



464 


ABSTRACTS OP CHEMICAL PAPERS. 


which becomes brown on exposure to the air; it has an aromatic 
odour and a burning taste, and boils at 229° (bar. 756 mm.). It does 
not solidify at —21 . 

ITonethylortliahiidophmetol, C<^(OEfc).NIIEt, is obtained by heat- 
ing amidophenetol and ethyl bromide in closed vessels at 60° for four 
or five hours ; the free base is liberated from the salts so obtained by 
means of sodium carbonate. It is a colourless, highly-refractive 
liquid, and boils at 234—235° (bar. 751 mm.) ; its sp. gr. is 1-021 
at 18*3°. "Water and alcohol dissolve it but sparingly; with other 
ordinary solvents, it mixes m all proportions. It is volatilised by 
steam. The base becomes brown on exposure to the air, a change 
also produced by various oxidising agents. With bleaching powder 
and chloroform the base undergoes a change similar to that observed 
by Schmitt (J. pr. Chem. [2J, 18, 196) in the case of aniline ; 
the chloroform solution on evaporation yields a crystalline residue, 
which is probably an azo-compound. Acetic chloride reacts on the 
base. This base forms well-crystallised salts, which are easily soluble 
in water and in alcohol, but insoluble iu a mixture of alcohol and ether. 

Its lydrobromide, CioHjJSTO.HBr, crystallises in beautiful colourless 
rhombic tables, which redden on exposure to air. 

The lujdriodide , CioH 16 NO.HI, forms yellowish rhombic leaflets. 

The hydrochloride , CiJSisNO.HCl, forms long colourless prisms. Its 
solutions, when treated with platinum chloride and concentrated hydro- 
chloric acid, give a plaiinochloride , ( C i 0 H 0 . HOI) 2 Pt CI 4 , in long, 
yellow, opaque, rhombic prisms or tablets. It is easily soluble hi 
water; the aqueous solutions are decomposed on boilmg; alcohol 
dissolves it easily, but it is insoluble in a mixture of alcohol and ether. 

The oxalate obtained by mixing alcoholic solntions of the acid and 
base crystallises in colourless, short, thick prisms, which are easily 
soluble m water. 

The sulphate crystallises in small rhombic plates, and the nitrate in 
long colourless rhombic columns. 

Mondhylnitro-orthamidonitrosophenetolf C 6 H 3 (N0 2 ) (OEt) .1ST (bTO)Et, 
Is obtained by the action of nitrous acid on an. alcoholic solution of 
ethylorthamidophenetol hydrochloride ; it is insoluble in water, slightly 
soluble in alcohol, from which it crystallises in yellowish prisms. It 
is not acted on by acids or alkalis. The intro-group in this body is 
reduced by tin and hydrochloric acid, forming a base which is easily 
attacked by the air. 

Monethylorthamidophenoly C«H 4 (OH).XHEt, is prepared by heating 
the phenetol with concentrated hydrochloric acid in sealed tubes at 
130®. The free base, prepared by treating the hydrochloride so ob- 
tained with caustic soda, crystallises from ether or benzene in small 
white rhombic plates, which become brown on exposure to the air ; it 
melts at 167"5°, and is decomposed by distillation. It is only sparingly 
soluble in chloroform, but easily in alcohol. Bromine reacts with the 
base, forming brown resinous products ; a similar change is produced 
by potassium dichro m ate and sulphuric acid. Bromine-water and 
bleaching powder produce a violet, changing to a brown coloration. 

Monethylorthamidophenol is a weak base, its salts crystallise well, 
but appear to be decomposed by the evaporation of their aqueous soln- 
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tions ; they are prepared by adding acids to the alcoholic solution of 
the base and allowing it to evaporate slowly. The salts are easily 
soluble in water and alcohol, but only sparingly in concentrated acids ; 
they become brown on exposure to air. 

The hydrochloride , C b H n XO.HCl. crystallises in colourless needles or 
acnte rhombic prisms, and may be sublimed by beating carefully. 

The platinockloride> (CfcHnNO.HCIj.PtCh, crystallises in long yel- 
lowish needles united in rosette-like groups, it is easily soluble in 
Water and alcohol, and is decomposed on boiling with separation of 
platinum. 

The hydrobromide , C,H n XO.HBr, forms small colourless prisms, 
which, when carefully heated, may be sublimed. 

The hydroiodide crystallises in yellow acuminated needles; it is 
very unstable. The oxalate resembles that of the phenol. 

Orthamidonitrosophenol , CeHiCOH).]^ (N'O)Et, is obtained by the 
action of nitrous acid on the alcoholic solution of orthamidophenol 
hydrochloride ; it is precipitated from its alcoholic solutions by water 
in greyish leaflets (m. p. 121*5°). It is insoluble in water, but soluble 
in other ordinary solvents, and is not acted on by alkalis or acids. Tin 
and hydrochloric acid convert it into amidophenol. 

Diethyloirfhamidophenetul , C 6 Bu(OEt).XEt^, obtained by heating an 
alcoholic solution of orthamidophenetol and ethyl iodide in sealed tubes 
at 120 — 130°, and decomposing the iodides so obtained with sodium 
carbonate. The free base is a colourless oily liquid, boiling at 227 — 
228° (bar. 754*3 mm.), and having an aromatic odour. It is insoluble 
in water, but soluble in other ordinary solvents. On exposure to air, 
it becomes yellow ; bleaching powder gives a reddish- violet coloration, 
changing to a red ; and bromine- water and other oxidising agents pro- 
duce a red solution. It is not acted on by acetic chloride. Concen- 
trated sulphuric acid dissolves it, forming a violet solution, which 
becomes yellow when diluted. Its salts form thick gelatinous masses. 

Diethyhrihamid* phenol, C 8 H 4 (OH).!N’Et*, is obtained from the phe- 
netol by the action of concentrated hydrochloric acid. It is a colour- 
less liquid of aromatic odour boiling at 218—220°, and becomes green 
on exposure to air; the green solution when heated becomes yellow, 
and on cooling assumes the green colour. It is insoluble in water, but 
soluble in alcohol, ether, &c. Oxidising agents produce a reddish- 
brown coloration in its solutions. Bleaching powder gives a red- 
coloured solution, from which a dark resinous body separates. Bro- 
mine water gives a yellow cloudiness, then a blackish-brown resin, and 
leaving a reddish-violet solution. like the other bases already de- 
scribed, it does not expel ammonia from its salts. The salts of this 
base crystallise well, are easily decomposed, and easily soluble in 
water and alcohol. 

The hydrobromide, CwHisITO.Br, forms colourless rhombic tables, 
which become violet on exposure to the air. 

The hydrochloride , OioH lfi NO.HCI, crystallises in colourless acumi- 
nated rhombic prisms, often united in twin-growths. 

The pltdinockloride , (CnjHjsNO.HClJaPtCli, crystallises in slightly 
yellow rhombic prisms ; soluble in water and alcohol, but only sparingly 
soluble in a mixture of alcohol and ether. 
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The hydriodide crystallises in yellow tablets or prisms, and the 
oxalate in small colourless prisms. 

The attempts to prepare triethylammonium derivatives of orthamido- 
phenetol and orthamidophenol have proved unsuccessful. 

In conclusion, the author draws attention to the relations between 
the boiling points of these bases and those of the corresponding sub- 
stituted anilines. The monethylamidophenetol boils 7 U 5° higher than 
the diethyl base, and monethylamidophenol 10° higher than the 
diethylphenol. The diethylorthamidophenetol has the same boiling 
point as orthamidophenetol. Ethylaniline boils 10° lower than 
diethylaniline. P. P. B. 

Nitroorth- and Nitropara-azophenetols. By H. Andreae 
(J. pr. Chew ., [2], 21, 318 — 341). — By the nitration of orthazophene- 
tol, two dinitro-derivatives were obtained, which were separated by 
means of the difference of solubility in alcohol. The dinitrazo - 
pftenetol, 0i 8 HieN 4 O 6 , which is soluble in alcohol, and forms about one- 
fourth of the yield, crystallises in bright reddish-yellow needles 
(m. p. 190°). Its isomeride, which is insoluble in alcohol, crystallises 
from hot chloroform or benzene in lustrous brownish-red prisms 
(m. p. 284 — 285°), which under the microscope appear bine when 
viewed by reflected light. It sublimes with partial decomposition, 
and is not acted on by concentrated hydrochloric or nitric acid ; con- 
centrated sulphuric acid, however, dissolves it, forming a bright-red 
solution, from which it is thrown down by water as a yellow flocculent 
precipitate. 

This dinitrazophenetol (m. p. 284 — 285°), when reduced by ammo- 
nium sulphide, yields a dinit rofojdrazoplienetol, CieHigNiOe, which is 
insoluble in water and in alcohol, sparingly soluble iu boiling alcohol, 
and largely soluble in chloroform, benzene, and ether. It crystallises 
from concentrated alcoholic solutions in brilliantly lustrous prisms 
(m. p. 201 — 202°X by slow evaporation from dilute solutions, it is 

obtained in long iridescent prisms, having a vitreous lustre. When 
heated for a considerable time in the water-bath with hydrochloric 
acid, it is resolved into dinitrazophenetol andnitramidophenetol hydro- 
chloride — 

c*H 3 (NO0(OEt).HN c*H 3 (NO*)(OEt).N 

2 I + 2HC1 = II 

O a H 3 (NO a )(OEt).HN C 8 H 3 (NO a )(OEt).N 

+ 2C 6 H 3 (NO a )(OEt).]ra s .HCL 

At the same time a small quantity of a weak base is formed, the salts 
of which are decomposed by water. 

NUramidophen do 7, C6H 3 (0Et)(N0 3 ).NHa, prepared by decomposing 
the hydrochloride, obtained in the manner already described, with an 
alkali, and extracting w itk ether. It ciystallises from aqueous alcohol 
in long yellow needles (m. p. 96 — 97°). It forms well crystallised 
salts. Nitrous acid converts it into a diazo-compound, which when 
boiled with alcohol yields paramtrophenetol, thus showing the com- 
pound to be a nitramidophenetol, and not a diphenyl-derivative; 
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further, that the dinitrazophenetol, which was prepared from orthazo- 
phenetol, has the constitutional formula, 

CeH s (OEt).(NO a ).N : N.(N0 3 )(Et0)C 8 H s == [1 : 4 : 2 : 2 : 4 : 1]. 

And the dinitrohydrazo- and nitramido-phenetols contain the groups 
in similar positions. 

N itramidophenetol when heated with concentrated hydrochloric 
acid at 155°, is resolved into ethyl chloride and nitramidophenol. 

Parazophenetol, prepared according to Schmitt’s method (*71 pr, 
Ohem, [2j, 18, 108), is scarcely acted on by cold concentrated nitric 
acid ; both hot concentrated and fuming nitric acid attack it, forming 
(1) dinitrophenetol, soluble in water; (2) trinitrazoxyphenetol, 
soluble in alcohol, and an isomeride of the latter insoluble in alcohol. 
These three products were separated by the difference of solubilities in 
water and alcohol. 

Dinitrophenetol , CeHaCNOaXOEt, crystallises from alcohol in white 
silky leaflets (m. p. 85°), and is volatile in steam. It is sparingly 
soluble in hot water. When heated at 150° with concentrated hydro- 
chloric acid in sealed tubes, it yields a dmitrophenol (m. p. 102 — 103°). 
This is probably au isomeride of the a- and /3-dinitrophenols prepared 
by Hubner, melting at 63 — 64° and 113 — 114° respectively. 

Trinitrazoxyphenetol, C^HuNsO^ crystallises from alcohol in long fine 
yellow needles, united in stellate groups. It is sparingly soluble in 
alcohol, easily soluble in hot alcohol, ether, chloroform, "benzene, and 
glacial acetic acid, and insoluble in water. The isomeride of this 
trinitro-derivative, which is insoluble in alcohol, dissolves in glacial 
acetic acid, chloroform, and benzene, and very easily in ethyl acetate, 
from which it crystallises in bright yellow needles (m. p. 187°). It 
dissolves in concentrated sulphuric acid, and is reprecipitated from 
this solution by water. Nitric acid oxidises it with the production of 
the dinitrophenetol described above. Concentrated hydrochloric and 
hydrobromic acids do not act on it, whereas it is acted on by 
hydriodic acid. Alcoholic potash and soda also attack it. It is 
reduced by means of ammonium sulphide. 

In conclusion, the author draws attention to the fact that the appa- 
rently abnormal behaviour of parazophenetol with nitric acid is 
similar to the behaviour of azobenzene and azotoluene when treated 
with nitric acid. (IL Petriew, Per., 6, 557.) P. P. B. 

Occurrence of Vanillin in certain kinds of Raw Beetroot 
Sugar. By C. Scheibleb (Per., 13, 335 — 340). — The author finds 
that a substance (m. p. 79 J ) identical with vanillin occurs among 
the soluble non-saccharine constituents of the juice of beetroot sugar, 
and especially in such as are neutral or slightly acid, but rarely in 
those which are strongly alkaline. T. C. 

Synthesis of Aromatic Aldehydes : Onminaldehyde. By A. 
Etabd ( Corupt . rend,, 90, 534 — 536). — The author has previously 
shown that the oxidation of cymene derived from terebenthene by 
chromic dichloride in solution in carbon bisulphide, yields an oil 
forming a crystalline compound with sodium hydrogen sulphite; 
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this, "when decomposed by sodium carbonate, gives an aldehyde fusing 
at 80°, and resembling camphor in appearance. If the temperature 
be allowed to rise as high as the boiling point of the carbon bisulphide, 
the character of the reaction is completely changed. 

Cymene and chromic dichloride, when dissolved in carbon bisul- 
phide and mixed in the proportion of 1 mol. of the former to 2 mols. 
of the latter, give a chocolate-brown granular precipitate containing 
CioHi4.2Cr0 3 Cl2« This is decomposed by water with the production of 
euminaldehyde which boils at 223° (uncorr.), and may be purified by 
combining it with sodium hydrogen sulphite and decomposing the 
compound formed by means of sodium carbonate. Benzoic, isocu- 
minic, and anisic aldehydes may be easily obtained by tbis method. 
The chromic dichloride attacks the group CH 3 connected with the radicle 
phenyl , and hy the further action of water transforms it into the group 
COH, characteristic of the aldehydes . 

Dimethylbenzene, oxidised in this manner, yields metamethylbenz- 
aidehyde, which when purified boils at SOO 0 . 

In the^e reactions a small quantity of tbe corresponding chlorine- 
derivative is generally formed. The chromic acid produced by the 
action of the water on the chromic dichloride gradually oxidises the 
aldehydes if allowed to remain in contact with them. * 0. H. B. 

Action of Acetic Anhydride on some Aromatic Aldehydes. 
By P. Barbies (Bull. Soc . Chim. [2], 33, 52 — 56). — Three classes of 
acetyl-derivatives may be obtained from aromatic aldehydes : (1) in 
which the aldehyde function is destroyed by substitution ; (2) in which 
the phenol function is destroyed by substitution ; and (3) in which the 
substitution takes place in both functions. Bodies of the first class 
behave as monatomic phenols, those of the second class as monatomic 
aldehydes, and those of the third class as ethers. It is from the 
derivatives of the second class only that coumarin and its analognes 
can be obtained. The author’s experiments have been made with 
salicylic aldehyde, paroxy benzoic aldehyde, and the two oxytoluic 
aldehydes formed by the action of chloroform on an alkaline solution 
of liquid cresol. These two bodies had been isolated in the pure state 
by him when the note of Tiemann and Sehotten appeared. The liquid 
aldehyde boils at 206 — 208°, the crystals of solid aldehyde melt at 
120°. All these aldehydes, when heated in sealed tubes with excess 
of acetic anhydride at 180° for six hours, give acetyl-derivatives of the 
second class, of which acetosalicylol, C 6 B^(AeO).COH, is a type. 
The new bodies thus obtained by the author are — 

Acetylparoxybenzaldehyde , C^HaO^. — A colourless oily liquid (b. p. 
260°), with an odour like that of the phenyl acetate. It combines 
with sodium hydrogen sulphite. 

Acetyl derivative of liquid oxytoluic aldehyde , Ci C H 10 O 3 . — A colourless 
slightly oily liquid (b. p. 267°) , combining with sodium hydrogen 
sulphite. It does not solidify in a mixture of ice and salt. 

Acetyl derivative of solid oxytoluic aldehyde , Ci 0 H 10 O 8 . — A liquid 
similar to the preceding (b. p. 275°). All these compounds, when 
boiled with baryta-water, yield the corresponding aldehyde and acetic 
acid. The reaction which gives rise to these acetic sails is fn-milay 
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to that observed in the case of salicylic aldehyde. An acetate of the 
third class is first formed, C 8 H4(HO).COH + 2Ac a O = 
C 6 H 4 (OAc).C(OAc) l! H + Ac.OH. It may he isolated by prolonged 
washing of the product with sodium carbonate solution, and crystal- 
lises in fine white needles (m. p. 100°). On treating this compound 
with potassium hydrate, the acetyl of the phenol portion is removed, 
and an ether of the first class produced, C 8 H4(OAc).C(OAc) 3 H +• 
KOH = C 8 H4 (OH)C(OAc) 2 H + KOAc. Diacetic salicylol forms 
large colourless crystals (m. p. 104 — 105'). On the other hand, by 
distilling the original acetyl-derivative, an ether of the second class is 
produced, C 6 H 4 f OA c).C(OAc) 2 H = Ac 2 0 + C 6 H 4 (OAc).COH. 

J. SL H. M. 

Action of Nascent Hydrogen on Orthonitrobenzaldehyde. 
By 0. Rudolph (Ber., 13, 310 — 311) . —Orthonitrobenzaldehyde, on 
treatment with tin and glacial acetic acid, gives a base, C7H5N, which 
crystallises in colourless plates. Its constitution is most probably 

N. 

represented by the formula | [ 

HC X 

A monochlorinated derivative of this base is obtained by tbe action 
of stannous chloride and hydrochloric acid on orthonitrobenzaldehyde. 
It melts at 83°, and forms a hydrochloride, C7H4GlN.HCl.HiO, which 
crystallises in reddish-coloured plates. The author is continuing his 
investigation. T. C. 

Formation of Cinnamic Aldehyde during Fibrin-pancreas 
Digestion. By J. Ossikovszky (Ber., 13, 326 — 328). — The author 
has found cinnamic aldehyde among the volatile prodncts obtained by 
fibrin-pancreas digestion, and considers that this fact accounts for the 
formation of phenylpropionic and phenylacetic acids by the putrefac- 
tion of albuminous substances as observed by the Salkowskis. 

T. a 

Limited Oxidation of Ethylbenzene. By C. Friedjel and M. 
BalsOhk (Bull. Soc. Gkim . [2], 2, 615 — 617). — The sole aromatic pro- 
duct of the oxidation of ethylbenzene, according to the observations 
of Fittig and of Kekule, is benzoic acid. All the attempts made by 
Kekule to obtain an intermediate aldehyde, C«H 8 .CH 3 .COH, were un- 
successful. The authors Bhow that the OH* group is the first to 
oxidise, the product of incomplete oxidation being me fchylphenylketone. 
This substance is produced by the action of chromic acid in insufficient 
quantity on ethylbenzene in acetic solution. The reaction is complete 
in about fifteen minutes, and the mixture must be cooled in water to 
prevent too rapid action. Twenty grams of ethylbenzene famished 
about 2 grams of methylphenylketone obtained in a pure state by 
agitating the oxidised mixture with water and fractionally distilling 
the supernatant liquid. J. M. H. M. 

Conversion of Bromostyrolene into Methylphenylketone. 
By C. Friedel and M. Balsohn (Bull. Soc . OWm, [2], 32, 613 — 615)* 
By the action of sodium and carbonic anhydride on the bromostyro- 
lene obtained from styrolene bromide by treatment with alcoholic 
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potash, Swarts obtained cinnamic acid, and hence assigned the for- 
mula PhCH I CHBr to bromostyrolene. The authors, however, show 
that the formula PhCBrl CH 3 is the correct one, since by the action 
of sulphuric acid or water on this substance, methylphenylketone is pro- 
duced, just as acetone is obtained from chloropropylene, MeCCl l CH a . 
The reaction of bromostyrolene with sulphuric acid yields methyl- 
phenylketone in very small quantity, but about 66 per cent, of the 
theoretical proportion can be easily obtained by heating bromosty- 
rolene in sealed tubes with a large excess of water at 180° for 12 
hours. 

CJETs.CBr : CH a + H a O = CaBt.CO.CHa + HBr. 

By means of this reaction, methylphenylketone can be obtained 
from ethylbenzene. The authors explain the production of cinnamic 
acid in Swart’s experiments by supposing either that the crude bromo- 
styrolene contains PhCH I CHBr, as well as PhCBr I CH 2 , or that 
the acid C 6 H 3 .C : C.COOH is formed first, and that this becomes 
cinnamic acid by fixation of hydrogen. J. M. H. M. 

IsophthaJophenone. By E. Adob {Bull. Soc. Chim. [2], 33, 56 
— 59). — This substance was prepared by treating isophthalic chloride 
with benzene in presence of aluminium chloride; the product was 
washed with water, the excess of benzene distilled off, and the product 
treated with dilute soda. The residue is isophthalophenone, and the 
solution contains sodium isophthaJate and the sodium salt of an acid 
which melts at 161°, and is less soluble in boiling water than iso- 
phthalic acid. The barium salt of the new acid crystallises in scales 
having the formula ( CuHoOs^Ba -f 2 Aq. The silver salt is very slightly 
soluble in boiling water, easily soluble in ammonia, and crystallises 
in white filaments, of the formula CuH 8 0 8 Ag. The reaction of iso- 
phthalic chloride with benzene therefore takes place in two stages: — 

(1) C.HiCCOCl), + CsH e = CeH*(COPh).COCl + HOI; 

(2) CaHiCCOPhJ.COCl + C 6 He = C b H* (C0Ph) a + HCL 

The benzoylbenzoic acid obtained in the first of the above reactions 
is a Twefo-derivative ; the acid melting at 194°, obtained on oxidising 
tolylphenylketone, is a para-derivative: therefore Plascuda and 
Zineke's acid melting at 12? — 128°, obtained by oxidising benzyl- 
toluene should be the ortho-acid. 

Isophthalophenone, purified by distillation, boils at about 260° ; 
crystallised repeatedly from alcohol, it melts at 99"5 — 100°. Treated 
with alcoholic potash or soda, it fnraishes a reddish resin, insoluble in 
alcohol and water. Baeyer, by treating phthalophenone with soda, 
obtained triphenylmethane-carboxylic acid, CH(G«H 6 ) 2 . 0 «H 4 .GOOH. 
Fused with potash, isophthalophenone furnishes benzoic acid, but no 
isophthalic acid. Treated with hot faming nitric acid, it gives two 
isomeric derivatives: a-dinifroisophthalophenonei C 6 H a (N0 a ) a (C0Ph) a , 
melts at about 260°, is almost insoluble in boiling alcohol, and crys- 
tallises from glacial acetic acid : ft-dinitroisophthaloghesione is formed 
at a lower temperature, melts at about 100°, is more soluble in 
alcohol and in acetic acid than the ^-derivative, but does not crys- 
tallise. 
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ft-Biamidoisophtkaloph&ione, obtained by reducing an acetic solution 
of the corresponding nitro-co mpound with metallic tin, is a yellowish 
amorphous powder, fusing at about 100°, but partially decomposing at 
about 70°, soluble in alcohol and in acetic acid, giving a reddish 
coloration, which is diminished by addition of hydrochloric acid. By 
the action of potassinm nitrite on this compound, isophthalein appears 
to be formed. 

c^Diamidoisophthahphenone behaves like the /3-derivative, and 
appears also to give a phthalein. On reducing isophthalophenone 
with phosphorus and hydriodic acid at 200°, a colourless hydrocarbon 
is obtained, distilling above 36U°, easily soluble in ether, slightly 
soluble iu cold alcohol, and separating from boiling alcohol as a thick 
oil, which does not crystallise at — 18°. Baeyer considers that when 
phthalic chloride is treated with benzene, it is the oxygen of the 
former which is replaced by phenyl groups, whereas the above experi- 
ments show that in the case of isophthalic chloride, it is the chlorine 
atoms that are replaced. 

To escape this anomaly, the author suggests for phthalic chloride 

ppi 

the formula CaH^ qqs” Oj iu place of that usually received. 

J. M. H. M. 

Solubility of Benzoic and Salicylic Acids. By E. Bcrgoih 
(X Pharm. Chun. [4], 30, 488 — 490). — According to Ost (J. pr. Gheni. 
[2], 17, 288) 1 part benzoic acid is dissolved by 640 parts of water at 
0°, and 1 part salicylic acid by 1,050 — 1,100 parts water. In reply, the 
author confirms his previous results {ibid. [4], 27, 528, and 29, 10), 
that at 0° 1 part of the former acid requires 580 water, and salicylic 
acid, 666. 

The solubility of these acids from 0° to 35° may be represented by 
parabolic curves, and may be expressed by algebraic formula in func- 
tions of the temperature, that for salicylic acid being = 0*002 (i 2 + 
10* + 750), which at 0° gives x =s 1*5, i.e.> 1 liter of water dissolves 
1*5 grams salicylic acid instead of 1 gram as stated by Ost. 

L. T. O’S. 

Dinitrobenzoic Acid. By F. Beilstein and A. Kurbitow (Ber M 
13, 355). — Metadinitrobenzoic acid (m. p. 202°) is obtained by the 
oxidation of either a- or 3-dinitronaphthaIene. Ethyl metadinitroben - 
zoaie , C 8 H 3 (N 0 2 )2.C00Et, crystallises in brilliant colourless needles 
(m. p. 91°) 5 100 parts of alcohol (90 per cent.) dissolve 0*562 part 
of the salt at 13°. The formation of this ether serves as a ready 
method for detecting the acid. T. O. 

Phenyl-lactic AcicL By E. Erlensceyer (Ben, 13, 303—305).— 
Glaser’s phenyl-lactic acid (m. p. 93°) is phenyl-/?- and not phenyl-a- 
hydroxypropionic acid, and has therefore the constitution — 

CHPh(OH).CH*.COOH (Bar., 12, 1637). 

Ph myl-a~hydrozypropioniG acid, CH s Ph.CH(OH).COOH (m. p. = 
98°) is obtained from pbenylethaldehyde and hydrocyanic acid by 
the general reaction with hydrochloric add. It is less soluble in water 
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than the /3-acid, and a similar remark applies to the zinc salts of the 
two acids. When heated with dilate sulphuric acid in sealed tubes, 
it remains unaltered at 100°, but at 130° it splits up into phenyleth- 
aldehyde and formic acid, and at 200° it gives carbonic oxide, sul- 
phurous anhydride, and a condensation-product of phenylethaldehyde, 
C^HajOo, which crystallises in silky plates (m. p. = 102°). The 
0-acid on the other hand is decomposed by dilute sulphuric acid at 
100° into cinnamic acid, styrolene, cinnamic acid, and carbonic anhy- 
dride. 

These facts show that in the hydrohalogen addition-products of 
cinnamic acid, the halogen must be in the 0-position. This would 
explain the formation of styrolene from a phenylhalogen-propionic 
acid on treatment with sodium carbonate. T. O. 

Phenylbromolaetie Acid. By E. Erlenmeyer (Ber., 13, 305 — 
310). — The author adduces facts which show that Glaser’s phenyl 
oxyacrylic acid (Annalen, 147, 98) is a true oxy-acid, which stands to 
phenyldibroraopropionic acid in the same relation that ethylene oxide 
does to ethylene bromide, and that the oxystyrolene obtained by 
Glaser (loc. cit.) from the above phenyloxyacrylic acid is phenyleth- 
aldehyde. T. C. 

Artificial Formation of Tropic Acid. By A. Ladenbttrg and 
L. BfroHEiMER (Her., 13, 373 — 379). — Hydratropic acid when oxidised 
with an alkaline solution of potassium permanganate gives atrolactinic 
acid, thus: — CHPliMe.COOH 4 - O = CPhMe(OH).COOH, and this 
fact, taken in conjunction with the results of R. Meyer (Bar., 11, 1283, 
1787) on the hydroxylation of acids which contain the CH-group in 
the side-chain, would seem to show that tropic acid has the constitu- 
tion assigned to it in the foregoing equation, and not — 

CH 2 (OH).CHPh.COOH, 

as ascribed to it by Fittig and Wurster ( Annalen , 195, 145). If this be 
true, then tropic acid must be represented by the last-named formula. 

Atrolactinic acid on boiling with concentrated hydrochloric acid 
•gives atropic acid, CaHuOa (m. p. = 106°), thus: — 

COOH.CPh(OH).CH s = COOKCPh: CH 3 + H a O, 

which shows that atrolactinic acid is not identical with Glaser’s 
phenyl-lactic acid, for the latter under similar circumstances gives 
cinnamic acid. By the action of hypochlorous acid atropic acid is 
converted into chlorfrcpic acid , C 9 H 9 C10 3 (m. p. = 129°), thus : — 

CH*: CPh.COOH + HCIO = CH*(OH).CClPh.COOH. 

Ghlortropic acid is very soluble in water, and on reduction with 
zinc dust and iron filings in an alkaline solution, gives tropic acid 
(m. p. 118°), thus : — 

CH»(OH).CClPh.CQOH + H a = CH 2 (OH).CEPh.COOH + HOL 

We have thus passed by a series of reactions from hydratropic acid to 
tropic acid, and the authors hope that by the synthesis of one of this 
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series of compounds to be able to settle finally tbe constitution of all of 
them. T. C. 

Aromatic Amido-Acids. By ¥. Tibmann and L. Erfedlander 
(Ber., 13 , 381 — 385). — Strecker (Annalen, 75 , 27) prepared alanine 
by tbe following general reactions : — 

R.CH(OH).HH a + HCN = R.CH(CK).im 3 + H a O and 
K.CH(C]Sr).]srH 3 + 2H a O + HOI = R.CH(NH a ).COOH + 

Tbe intermediate amido-eyanide, R.CH(CN).NH 2 , can, however, be 
better obtained from tbe aldebydcyanbydrin, by the action of ammo- 
nia, thus : — R.CH(CNT).OH + NH S = R.CH(CN).NH 2 + H a O, and 
tbis reaction is applicable not only to tbe acetic acid series, bat also to 
aromatic aldehydes and even to ketones. 

Bhenyl-amidoacetic acid , CPhH(NH 2 ).COOH, is obtained by digest- 
ing 1 mol. of benzaldebydcyanbydrin with 1 mol. of ammonia dissolved 
in absolute alcobol at 60 — 80°. It crystallises in prisms or sometimes 
in six-sided tables (m. p. 256°), wbicb are only sparingly soluble in 
cold, but more soluble in hot water. It is sparingly soluble in alcobol, 
but more easily in ether. On distillation, it yields an oil wbicb 
becomes crystalline on standing (m. p. below 100°). Distilled with 
lime, it gives benzylamine ; it forms crystalline copper and lead com- 
pounds, and a hydrochloride wbicb crystallises in prisms, and is 
soluble in water. These facts show that tbis acid is identical with tbe 
amido-acid obtained by Stockenius (Ber^ 11, 2002) from phenyl- 
bromacetic acid and ammonia. T. C. 

Oxidation of Sulphaminemetatoluie AcicL By I. Remsek 
(Ber tJ 13 , 347 — 851). — Tbe author maintains tbe correctness of bis 
statement (ilid. 9 11 , 1328, 2088), that sulpbaminemetatoluic acid gives 
snlpboisopbtbalic acid on oxidation, and denies tbe validity of Jacob- 
sen’s conclusions to tbe contrary. He also shows that Jacobsen’s 
assertion, that Lassaigne’s reaction iB not applicable to tbe detection 
of nitrogen in bodies containing sulphur, is incorrect, and that tbe 
method proposed by Jacobsen for tbis purpose, viz., the substitution 
of iron filings for sodium, cannot be depended on. T. 0. 

Constitution of Tyrosine and Shatole. By J, Ossikotszkt (Ber>, 
13 , 328 — 334). 

Constitution of Phthalic Chloride. By E. v. Gerichten (Ber., 
13 , 417 — 422). — There are two possible formulae forpbtbalyl chloride, 

viz. : — O bHi(GOC1)j and OJS^^yO, but it has not yet been dafi- 

nitely settled wbicb of these is correct (comp, this vol., p. 471). Tbe 
present investigation was begun with tbe object of throwing further 
light on tbis subject. Phtbalide, although not attacked by chlorine 
at a boiling temperature, is easily decomposed by phosphorus penia- 
chloride, even at 60 — 80°, with tbe formation of a compound, CAChO, 
consisting of large monosymmetric crystals (m,p. 88% b.p. =275% 
with slight decomposition), wbicb are readily soluble in alcohol, ether, 
and in light petroleum, but insoluble in water. It is not acted on by 
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boiling water, and only slowly by boiling potash, but when gently 
heated with concentrated sulphuric acid, it is easily decomposed into 
hydrochloric acid and phthalic acid. It reacts with phenol, forming 
hydrochloric acid and phenyl phthalate ( m . p. 70°). A compound, 
CJBUChO, isomeric with the above (m. p. 88°), is obtained, together 
with a smaller quantity of the latter when 1 mol. of phthalic chloride 
is heated with rather more than 1 mol. of phosphorus pentachloride iu 
sealed tubes at 210 — 220° for 50 hours. It crystallises in colourless 
tables (m. p. 47°, b. p. 262°, with slight decomposition), and in most 
of its chemical properties it has great resemblance to its isomeride 
(m. p. 88°). Both componnds, when treated with aniline, give the 
same product, which crystallises from hot alcohol in brilliant yellow 
scales (m. p. 152°), soluble in cold alcohol, more easily in hot alcohol, 
readily soluble in ether, and in chloroform, less so in light petroleum, 
and insoluble in water. It is reprecipitated by water unchanged from 
its solution in concentrated hydrochloric acid or glacial acetic acid. 
On heating with concentrated hydrochloric acid, alcoholic potash, or 
aqueous ammonia, it gives phthalic acid and aniline. Analysis led to 

the formula ^>NPh. It is shown that the difference 

between the two bodies, CsB^CbO, cannot be due to physical meta- 
merism or to polymerism ; and it seems most probable that the one 
(m. p. 88°) is CA • (CC1 2 ) 3 1 0, and the other (m. p. 47°) 
C«H 4 ( C Cl 3 ) . C OC1. Since phthalic chloride gives both these com- 
pounds, it cannot have the constitution CgH^COCl)*, as such a body 
could not yield a substance having the second of the above formulae : 
hence it must have the only other possible constitution, viz. : — 

C.H.<“S0. T . 0 . 

A New Series of Dye-stufife. By E. Fischer (Her., 33, 317— 
319). — Phenanthrenedisulphonie acid, when treated with phenols, and 
more especially with resorcinol, gives a series of condensation-products, 
having the properties of dye-stuffs, very similar to the phthale’ins 
described by Baeyer. In the case of resorcinol, the product (phenan- 
ih renesulph ein-re$orc in , CaH^C^Sa) is a brittle mass, with a can- 
tharidian lustre, yielding a dark red-brown powder. Its solution, 
especially in alkalis, exhibits a fluorescence greater than that of 
fluorescein, and by transmitted light has a blood-red, and by reflected 
light a green colour. A constitution analogous to that of resorcinphtha- 

lein is ascribed to this substance, viz.: — q (OH) ^O iSaCuHe. 

It is sparingly soluble in cold water, but more easily soluble in hot, 
giving a golden-yellow liquid ; it is still more easily soluble in alcohol. 
These solutions dye silk yellow, whilst its alkaline solution dyes red. 
It combines with bromine to form a dark violet-red powder, which is 
less soluble in water than the sulphein, hut more soluble in hot 
alcohol; this bromine derivative gives a bluish-red solution with 
alkalies, which imparts the same colour to silk. Both the sulphem 
and its bromo-derivative become colourless on reduction. With rosani- 
line in alcoholic solution, the sulphein gives a characteristic cherry- 
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red liquid, which dyes silk a beautiful red. The bromo-compound 
gives a bluish product when treated in a similar manner. 

With pyrogallol, phenanthrenedisulphonic acid gives a body which 
dissolves in alkalis with a brown-red colour. The author proposes to 
utilise the fact of the production of these coloured compounds in the 
detection of a disnlphonic acid in the presence of the mono-acid. A 
method is described for preparing phenanthrenedisulphonic acid on 
the large scale, and as a source of the above-mentioned dve-stuffs. 

T 0 

Potassium Hydrindigotan-Sulphate and Potassium Indoxyl- 
sulphate. By E. Baumann and F. Tiemann (Her., 13, 408 — 415). — 
This is a reply to Baeyer’s remarks on a previous communication of 
the authors (Ber., 12, 1098 — 1192), in which they had advanced the 
opinion that hydrindigocin-sulphuric acid and indoxylsulphuric acid 
were not identical as stated by Baeyer. Further experiments now 
confirm their first conclusions. 

Potassium hydrindigotin-sulphate is best obtained by dissolving 
about 25 grams of moist but well-pressed hydrindigotin (indigo-white) 
in 25 grams of a solution of potash (1 : 2), a current of hydrogen 
being simultaneously passed through the liquid ; the latter is then 
decomposed by the addition of 12— -15 grams of potassium pyrosulphate 
and continuous shaking with air for an hour. The filtrate, after 
agitation with ether, is mixed with alcohol to get rid of the bulk of 
the sulphate, the remainder being removed by means of barium 
chloride. The quantity of the potassium hydrindigotin-sulphate 
formed was in all cases very small. A comparison of solutions of the 
potas^um salts of hydrincUgotin-sulphuric acid and indoxylsulphuric 
acid gave the following results : — (1.) Both solutions remain unchanged 
when agitated in contact with air. (2.) On the addition of dilute 
hydrochloric acid to the hydrindigotin-sulphate solution, indigo- white 
is at once thrown down, and this, on agitation with air or by treating 
with a small quantity of ferric chloride, is oxidised to indigo-blue. 
The indoxylsulphate, on the other hand, remains unchanged on the 
addition of dilute hydrochloric acid, and on warming an oil of fsec&l 
odour is precipitated, which after some time changes to a red 
amorphous substance, soluble in alcohol and in ether. If ferric 
chloride is not added previous to treating with dilute hydrochloric 
acid, this compound contains only a very small quantity of indigo. 
This very different behaviour of the potassium salts of the two acids 
towards hydrochloric acid serves as a very ready method of separating 
the two when present together in solution. (3.) Indigo-blue is at 
once precipitated when a solution of the hydrindigotin-sulphate is 
decomposed with a mixture of ferric chloride and hydrochloric acid ; 
whereas the indoxylsulphate, under similar conditions, does not give 
a precipitate of indigo until it is warmed. The aqueous or alcoholic 
solution of the hydrindigotin sulphate is decomposed on evaporation, 
even in the presence of an excess of alkali, with the separation of 
indigo ; whereas the indoxylsulphate does not undergo decomposition 
either on repeated evaporation or even by heating with excess of 
alkali in sealed tubes at 160°. These facts show conclusively that the 
two acids are not identical as stated by Baeyer. 
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The mine of rabbits fed with food containing finely powdered 
indigo gives a precipitate of indigo on the addition of a few drops of 
hydrochloric acid, and the filtrate, like the normal urine, gives Jaif ’s 
indiean reaction. The urine of dogs fed in a similar manner does not 
give indigo on addition of hydrochloric acid, but it does if fed with 
damp indigo-white wrapped in paper. These experiments show that, 
in virtue of some powerful reducing action in the intestines of the 
rabbit, the indigo is partially reduced to indigo- white ; whilst in the 
case of dogs such a strong reducing action does not occur. When 
rabbits are ted for a long time with indigo, symptoms of palsy set in, 
and the urine becomes albuminous ; whilst in the loins a considerable 
deposit of indigo takes place, showing that the indigo- white first 
formed is reconverted into indigo, and in great part, therefore, does 
not behave like other phenol compounds forming ethereal sulphates. 
In the cases of animals fed with indol, and whose urine then contains 
potassium indoxylsulph ate, similar phenomena are not observed. The 
above experiments, although not conclusive, render it very probable 
that a salt of hydrindigotin-snlphuric acid is present in the urine of 
animals fed with indigo-white. T. C. 

Snlphur-derivatives of Diphenyl. By S. Gabriel and A. 
Dbutsch ( Ber ., 13, 386 — 391). — Diphemjlmonosulphonic chloride , 
C 12 H 9 .SO 2 CI, is obtained by treating potassium diphenylmonosnl- 
phonate with an equivalent quantity of phosphorus pentachloride. It 
crystallises in pale yellow prisms (m. p. 115°), which are soluble in 
alcohol, ether, and carbon bisulphide. Digestion with alcoholic ammo- 
nia in sealed tubes at 100 ° converts it into diphen ylmonosu Ipliamide, 
C 1 s H 8 .S0 2 NH 2 , which crystallises in needles (m. p. 228°), and is easily 
soluble in ether and carbon bisulphide, but almost insoluble in water 
and in benzene. 

Diphenyl mercaptan , Ci 2 H 8 .SH, is obtained from the sulphonic chlo- 
ride by reduction with tin and hydrochloric acid, and subsequent dis- 
tillation in steam. It is a white mass (m. p. 110°), which, when 
freshly prepared, is completely soluble in alkalis, but on keeping 
gradually loses this property, owing to its conversion into the disul- 
phide by the action of the air ; it is soluble in alcohol, glacial acetic 
acid, and ether, and more easily in benzene and carbon bisulphide ; it 
forms crystalline mercaptides with lead and mercury. 

Diphenyl sulphide (C 2 2 H 8 ) 2 S } is obtained by the dry distillation of 
the lead mercaptide. It crystallises in brilliant plates (m, p. = 171°), 
which are moderately soluble in alcohol, ether, glacial acetic acid, 
carbon bisulphide, and benzene. 

Diphenyl sulphone ( CiJEL^SO*, is formed by the oxidation of diphenyl 
sulphide with potassium permanganate in glacial acetic acid solution. 
It mystallises in colourless plates (m. p. = 215°), and is easily soluble 
in alcohol, carbon bisulphide, and benzene, but only sparingly soluble 
in ether. A compound, apparently identical with this sulphone, may 
be prepared by heating diphenylsnlphonic chloride with diphenyl in 
the presence of aluminium chloride. 

Diphenyl disulphide (C 12 Hb) 2 S 2 , is the product obtained by the spon- 
taneous oxidation of diphenyl mercaptan. It is, however, more con- 
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veniently prepared by employing dilute nitric acid as the oxidising 
agent. It crystallises in colourless needles (m. p. 149°), which are 
easily soluble in alcohol and carbon bisulphide, bat less soluble in 
ether or glacial acetic acid. 

Diph enylmonosiilphin io acid, C 1 JH 9 .SO 2 H, is obtained, together with 
diphenyl and the following compounds, by the reduction of an ethereal 
solution of the monosul phonic chloiide with sodium amalgam. It is a 
crystalline powder, which is decomposed even at 70°, and is soluble in 
hot water. 

Mhyldip henylm on osu Iph onate, Ci 2 H 9 SO s Et, obtained as above 
described or by the action of ethyl iodide on the corresponding silver 
salt, crystallises in needles (m. p. = 73°), which are easily solnble in 
dilute alcohol, ether, carbon bisulphide, and benzene. 

Trimlphondiphemyl hypomtrite (CfcHs.SC^JsNO is formed, together 
with diphenylmonosulphonic acid, by oxidising diphenylraonosul- 
phinic acid with dilute nitric acid. It crystallises in needles (m. p. 
178°), which are but sparingly soluble in ether, benzene, or carbon 
bisulphide. 

Diphenyl sulphocyanide, C W H 9 .S.CNT, is prepared, together with the 
bisulphide, by the action of an ethereal solution of cyanogen iodide on 
the lead mercaptide at 100°. It has not yet been obtained in a pure 
state. The impure substance melts at about 84°. 

Diphenylmonosulphacetic acrid, 0 12 H 9 .S.CH 2 . 000 H, is obtained by 
mixing the mercaptan with monochloracetic acid, each being dis- 
solved in caustic soda. The acid (m. p. 169°) is sparingly soluble in 
water and in alcohol, but more easily in carbon bisulphide, benzene, 
and ether. 

Diphenyldisulp h onic chloride, Oi 3 H s (SO a Cl) 2 , is obtained by the 
action of phosphorus pentachloride on potassium diphenyldisulpho- 
nate. It crystallises in lustrous prisms (m. p. 203°), soluble in alcohol, 
ether, and benzene, but less soluble in carbon bisulphide. 

Diphenyldisulphamide, Ci 2 H 8 ( SOJSTHa)*, prepared like the mono- 
sulphamide, crystallises from boiling water in slender white colourless 
needles (m. p. above 300°), which are only sparingly soluble in 
alcohol and benzene, but more easily in carbon bisnlphide or ether. 

Diphenyl dimlphjdrate, CisHs^SH)*, prepared by redaction of the 
disulphonic chloride with tin and hydrochloric acid. It forms colour- 
less plates (m. p. 176°), which are soluble in alcohol, ether, and carbon 
bisulphide, and still more easily in benzene. It forms a brown men* 
captide with lead. 

DiphenyldisulpkaceUc acid, C»H 6 (S.CH 3 .COOII) 3 , obtained Kke the 
corresponding mono-compound, forms crystals (m. p. = 252°), which 
are sparingly soluble in water and alcohol, and almost insoluble in 
carbon bisulphide, benzene, and ether. . 

Diphenyldisulphonic acid, on reduction with sodium-amalgam, does 
not give a disulphinic acid, but diphenyl and diphenylmonosol- 
phinic acid. T. C. 

Dinitronaphthalene. By F. Beilsteik and A. Kubbatow (Ber^ 13, 
353 — 354). — a- DmitronaphthaJene, on oxidation with dilute nitric acid 
in sealed tubes at 150° gives ordinary nitrophthalic acid, together 
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■with ordinary dinitrobenzoic acid and a little picric acid. /J-dinitro- 
napbthalene tinder similar circumstances gives diidtrophthalic acid, 
dinitrobenzoic acid, and a little picric acid. 

DinitropldhciUr acid , 0 6 H 3 (]S’ 0 a) 2 (C 00 H) 2 , crystallises in large 
prisms (mu p. 226°), which are easily soluble in water, alcohol, and 
ether, but insoluble in carbon bisulphide, low boiling petroleum, or 
benzene. The calcium salt, CsH 2 jS’ 2 0 & 0a, is sparingly soluble in water. 
The barium, salt, &H*N a O s Ba, is a crystalline precipitate, which is 
insoluble in water and dilute acetic acid. Ethyl Jiaitrophthalate, 
C 6 H 2 (NO>) 2 ( COOH).COOEt, crystallises in needles (m. p. 186°). which 
are easily soluble in alcohol, but less so in chloroform. T. C. 

Condensation of Benzhydrol and Naphthalene. By A. Lehne 
( Ber ., 13 . 858 — 860). — Kaphthyldiphenylmethane , C^Hm, is obtained 
by heating 10 parts of benzhydrol and 15 parts of naphthalene with 
15 parts of phosphoric anhydride in an oil-bath at 140 — 145° for 
several hours. According to the process employed and the amount of 
solvent used, two sets of crystals may be obtained, the one melting at 
184° and the other 149° ; the first modification is easily converted into 
the second either by recry stallisation or by fusion. The hydrocarbon 
is only sparingly soluble in absolute alcohol and in light petroleum, 
more easily in ether, and in glacial acetic acid, and very easily in 
benzene ; it sublimes without decomposition. On oxidation, it gives 
an acid in small yellow crystals (m. p. = 206°), which has not yet 
been completely investigated. 

adSfaphtkiflphenyl rarlinol, Ci 7 H u O, is obtained by the reduction of 
a-naphthylpheny lket on e in alcoholic solution with sodium amalgam. 
It forms nodular crystals (m. p. 86°, b. p. over 360°), which are 
readily soluble in alcohol, ether, and benzene, hut only sparingly 
soluble in light petroleum. On treatment with concentrated sulphuric 
acid or phosphoric anhydride, it gives beautiful violet- bine condensation 
products ; but by the action of phosphoric anhydride in sealed tubes at 
120°, either with or without the presence of benzene, it gives a-naph- 
thylphenylketone, and not naphthyldiphenylmethane as was expected. 
By incomplete reduction with sodium amalgam, a-napbthylphenylketone 
gives a compound crystallising in needles (m. p. 61°). T. 0. 

Phenanthrenedisulphonic Acid and its Derivatives. By 
E. Fischer (Ber., 13 , 314 — 316). — Ehenanthrenedimlphonic actcZ, 
CuH 8 (SOjH) a (compare Graebe, Annalen , 167 , 152, and Behs, Ber., 
10 , 1252), is obtained by adding one part of phenanthrene gradually 
and with continual shaking to four parts of pyrosulphuric acid, and 
then allowing the liquid to stand for about hah an hour on a water- 
bath. It forms a yellowish-brown non-crystallisable syrup. Its salts, 
including the barium salt, are, as a rule, easily soluble in water, but 
insoluble in alcohol and ether. The potassium salt when distilled with 
potassium cyanide, or better with dry potassium ferrocyanide, gives 
the nitril, and a substance which crystallises in white needles, and iB 
only sparingly soluble in alcohol. The nitril crystallises in bright 
yellow plate, which are easily soluble in hot alcohol ; on saponification 
it gives an add which with resorcinol yields a body which has great 
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resemblance to Baeyer’s fluorescein; this same substance was also 
obtained by fusing the potassium disulphonate 'with, sodium formate. 
It is still under investigation. T. 0. 

Electrolysis of Terebenthene. By A. Benard (Oompt rend., 
90 , 531 — 534). — When a solution of terebenthene (25 c.c.) in alcohol 
(80 c.c.) is mixed with sulphuric acid diluted with an equal volume of 
water (20 c.c.), and subjected to the prolonged action of a powerful 
electric current, hydrogen is evolved at the negative pole, but no gas 
appears at the positive pole. The addition of water to the liquid 
causes the separa^on of a dark-coloured oil, which consists of ethyl 
acetate, formed bv oxidation of the alcohol, a small quantity of un- 
attacked terebenthene, cymene boiling between 178—180°, and tere- 
lenthene monohydrate , 0mHi 8 0, a yellowish, somewhat oily liquid, boil- 
ing between 210 and 214°; sp. gr. at 10° 0 9511; vapour-density 
5*191. This compound is insoluble in water, bnt dissolves in alcohol, 
ether, and acetic acid. Oxygen gas is without action on it even after 
prolonged contact. It is attacked by bromine with great violence, 
hydrobromic acid being evolved. If, however, the bromine and the 
terebenthene monohydrate be both dissolved in carbon bisulphide before 
mixing, no hydrobromic acid is given off, but water is formed, to* 
gether with a compound which could not be isolated, but which pro- 
bably has the composition CioHi 6 Br 3 . This substance is decomposed on 
evaporation of the carbon bisulphide, and the residue when distilled 
with zinc-dust yields cymene. Terebenthene monohydrate is dissolved 
by concentrated sulphuric acid with deep brown colour. On the 
addition of water a black viscid mass separates out. When distilled 
with phosphoric anhydride the monohydrate yields terebenthene. It 
forms no hydrochloride with hydrochloric acid, and is not acted on by 
anhydrous acetic acid. Concentrated nitric acid attacks it with great 
violence, but the moderately dilute acid gives rise to oxalic add and 
cumidic add , C10H10O4 + H a O, slightly soluble in water, but soluble in 
alcohol. From these reactions, it would appear that terebenthene 
monohydrate is a pseudo-alcohol, CioH 16 H.OH. 

The aqueous liquid from which the oil had been separated contained 
(1) terpin; (2) an acid forming a lead salt of the composition 
Ci S H w S0 7 Pb ; this may be regarded as the lead-salt of a sulpho-ethylic 
derivative of hydroxycampholic acid, CioHaoO*, and probably has the 

constitution Pb<gQ*>C 8 Hn.COOEt. (3) An acid giving a lead- 

salt of the composition C 38*84, H 8*04, S 11*14, Pb 14*40. 

C. H. B. 

Fodophyllin. By L G-uaeeschi (Gazzetta, 10, 16 — 20). — The author 
has examined the podophyllin of commerce obtained from Fodophyllwn 
jiettatum, and finds that it consists of two substances, a resin soluble 
in ether, and a gluooside which is not soluble in ether. This 
glucoside is decomposed by the action of emulsin, or when boiled 
with dilute sulphuric acid ; iu the latter case, the solution on cooling 
deposits a white powder, whilst the sugar remains dissolved. The 
product of the decomposition of the gluooside is soluble in alcohol and 

2 m 2 
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also in "boiling water, being deposited again as tlie solution cools ; it 
has not been examined. 

When commercial podophyllin is fused with potash and treated in 
the nsnal wav, it yields a small qnantity of a product, which seems to 
contain hydroxysalicylic acid, parahydroxybenzoic acid, and pyro- 
eatechol. 

The anfhor considers that the glncoside in podophyllin resembles 
convolvnlin and turpethin. C. E. Q-. 

Bases of the Pyridine Series. By A. Bichard (Bull. Soo. OMm. 
[2], 32, 486— 489). — The anthor has undertaken the study of these 
bases, and especially of collidine, with a view to determine whether 
the pyridine, picoline, and collidine which occur in DippePs animal 
oil, are identical or isomeric with bases of the same composition which 
have recently been prepared synthetically. 200 kilos, of bone-oil 
were digested with sulphuric acid, the acid liquor boiled to remove 
pyrrol, saturated with soda, and distilled in a current of steam : 2 kilos, 
of crude bases were obtained, from which the pyridine, picoline, luti- 
dine, and collidine were easily isolated by fractional distillation in an 
apparatus with eight washers. In order to separate the higher bases 
(boiling above 180°) it was necessary to conduct the distillation under 
reduced pressure. These higher bases form but a small fraction of the 
entire prodnct, of which pyridine and lntidine constitute about 40 per 
cent., picoline and collidine being present in smaller proportion. The 
first three bases of the series, freed from foreign substances by treat- 
ment with oxidising agents, and purified by fractional distillation, 
gave the following results : — 


B. p. Density at 0°. 

Pyridine 115° 0*9802 

Picoline 135 0*9660 

Lntidine 156*5 0*9377 


The density therefore diminishes as the molecular weight increases, 
a result in accordance with Anderson’s observations, but not agreeing 
with those of Thcnius. Some difficulty was experienced in purifying 
collidine. The fraction boiling at 176 — 180° was treated several 
times in succession with strong nitric acid, but the residue was still 
considerably acted on by that acid. Fuming nitric acid converrs this 
base into a prodnct which explodes on concussion. The best agent 
for the purification of collidine appears to be chromic acid, the base 
being dissolved in sulphuric acid. After four purifications by chromic 
acid the base was obtained as a colourless liquid, becoming slightly 
tinted by action of the air: b. p. 179 — 180°; density at 0° 0*9291. 

The platinochloride was obtained as a viscous, uncry stallisable, 
yellow-brown precipitate, insol nble in water and acids, from which 
the anthor could not sncceed in regenerating the base. Collidine 
platinochloride is described by Anderson as a salt crystallising in 
prisms. On comparing the collidine purified as above with (1) the 
iddekydine of Baeyer, (2) the base obtained by Wurtz in distilling 
aldol-ammoma, and (3) the base C,HnN. obtained by Grevilie Williams 
from the products of the distillation of cinchonine with potash, the 
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following differences were observed : — Aldehydine, prepared according 
to Baeyer’s directions, is a colourless liquid boiling at 179°. Its 
platinochloride is identical with that of W nrtz’s baseband is much 
more soluble in water than the platinochloride of the base from cin- 
chonine. One c.c. of water at 60° dissolves 0*0213 gram of the pla- 
tinochloride of the base from cinchonine, 0*0495 of the platinochloride 
of the base from aldol-ammonia, and 0*500 gram of the platinochloride 
of Baeyer’s aldehydine. Analysis of Baeyer’s aldehydine gave 
C 79*24 per cent, and H 9*90 per cent., and of the base from cinchonine 
0 79*00 per cent, and H 9*19 per cent. The author concludes that 
the collidine obtained by him from Dippel’s oil is not identical with 
either of the above bases having the same formula. Dippei’s oil con- 
tains a small quantity of ethyl alcohol. J. M. H. M. 

Alkaloids of the Pomegranate. By C. Tanret (Compt rend. y 
90 , 695 — 698). — The bark of the pomegranate tree contains four 
alkaloids : — 

(1.) Methytyelletierine, CsHnlsTO, a liquid boiling at 215°, and 
forming very deliquescent salts. It dissolves in 25 times its own 
weight of water at 12°, and is very soluble in alcohol, ether, and 
chloroform. The hydrochloride has a rotatory power for [a]^ 

of -fr 22°. 

(2.) Pseudopellet ier in e> CfiHisNO, a crystalline solid. 

(8.) PeUetierim> CsH^NO, a colourless liquid, boiling at 195° under 
ordinary pressure, with partial decomposition, bntmay be distilled un- 
changed under reduced pressure. It dissolves in 20 times its own 
weight of water, and is soluble in all proportions in alcohol, ether, 
and chloroform ; its sp. gr. at 0° is 0*988. When exposed to oxygen, 
it is rapidly converted into a resinous mass. The salts of this alkaloid 
become acid when heated either in the dry state or in solution. The 
sulphate has a rotatory power for of — 30°. If the free alkaloid 
be heated to 100°, this rotatory power disappears. 

(4.) Iso-peUetieriyie , C 8 Hi B NO, a liquid without action on polarised 
light. Its specific gravity, solubility, and boiling point are the same 
as those of pelletierine, of which it is an isomeride- 0. H. B. 

Daturine. By E. Schmidt (Ber., 13, 370 — 373). — According to* 
Planta ( Annalen , 74, 252) atropine and daturine are identical, whilst, 
according to Poehl ( Ghem . Centr ., 1878, 108). they are not. The author 
has carefully compared samples of dacurine and atropine from various 
sources, and so far has been unable to detect any difference between 
the two. This conclusion is based on the following facts : — 

The melting points of several samples of atropine varied from 112*5® 
to 115-5 1 (115*5*, Ladenburg),and those of several samples of daturine 
113*5° to 115*5°. Both gave the same results on analysis, viz-, C^H^NO*, 
and both are slightly leevorotatory, although Poehl states that atropine 
is inactive towards polarised light, whilst Bnignet (Jahresb., 1861, 
49) agrees with the author. The platmochlorides of the two bodies 
have both the composition (Ci*HtaWO».HCl)iPtCl 4 * and the same melt* 
ing point (208°). The gold salts also are to all appearance identical, 
and have the composition O* JHCi. A uCV Both bases behave 
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in a manner exactly similar towards all ordinary reagents, and on 
boiling with baryta-water both yield atropic acid, C 9 H b 0 2 (m. p. 
106 5 C ), and tropine (m. p. 63° ; Kraut gives 61*2° as the melting 
point of tropine from atropine), the platino- and anro-chlorides of the 
latter base were also found to be identical, the composition of the 
platinochlorides being (CsHisNO.HClJgPClu and m. p. 199° with de- 
composition, and that of the anro-chlorides, CaH^O.HCLAuCls, 211 °. 

T. C. 

Datnrine. By A. Ladexburg and Q-. Meter (Her., 13, 380 — 381). 
— Datnrine is not identical with atropine, as stated by Planta (Annale/i, 
74, 252), but with hyoscyamine and duboisine. This conclusion is 
based on a comparison of the respective melting points of the free 
bases (atropine = 113*5°, datnrine =105 — 108°, hyoscyamine =108*5°), 
and on the properties and composition of the anro-chlorides, the melt- 
ing points of the hyoscyamine and datuiine compounds being identical, 
viz., = 159°. Datnrine and hyoscyamine also behave in an exactly 
similar manner towards reagents. T. G. 

Synthesis of Ulmie Substances. By A. Millot (Compt rend., 
90, 611 — 632). — When a 5 percent, solution of ammonia is electro- 
lysed, the negative pole being of platinum and the positive pole of 
purified gas carbon, the carbon becomes disintegrated and a black liquid 
is obtained ; the addition of a mineral acid to this produces a precipi- 
tate which, when purified by solution in water and reprecipitation, 
has the composition C 54*75, H 4*00, H 12*40, O 28*85. It is entirely 
soluble in water, especially if warm, but is insoluble in alcohol, which 
precipitates it from its solutions. When dried it becomes partially 
insoluble in water, but dissolves completely in solutions of ammonia. 
After drying at 150° it is altogether insolable in water. When boiled 
with alkali it does not evolve ammonia. Heated with potash it gives 
potassium cyanide. 

By substituting potash or soda for ammonia, substances are obtained 
which have similar properties, but contain no nitrogen. 

CL H. B. 

Gluten. By T. Wetl and Bischoff ( Ber ., 13, 367 — 369). — The 
gluten which is obtained by the action of water on flour does not 
exist ready formed in the latter, but is due to the action of some fer- 
ment on the vegetable myosin present in the flour. This ferment, 
however, has not yet been isolated. T. 0. 

Products of the Decomposition of Proteids. By Bletoard 
(Gornpt. renil., 90, 612 -—614). — The mixture having the general for- 
mula . obtained by the action of baryta on stag’s horn, 

consists, mainly of a glueoprotein of the composition CeH^H^Oi, cor- 
responding with the compound C 7 H 14 K 3 O 4 , obtained by Schiitzenberger 
fiom albumin. When treated with bromine, it is converted into a 
substance, C«HiaH 2 0 $ which is a mixture of glycocine, OgH^HOa, and a 
compound, CANO*, in equivalent proportions. A body such as 
C«HttNj 0 4 may be regarded as a molecular combination of GgH a N' 0 ( i 
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with, a luceine, C 4 H 7 KO 2 , which on oxidation is converted into 
O 4 H 7 NO 3 . The reaction with bromine may serve as a means of deter- 
mining the constitution of glaco-proteins. 0. H. B. 

Chemical Composition of Aleurone Grains- By S. BE. Vines 
(JProc. Boy. Soc ., 28, 218). — When the ground seeds of the blue lupin 
( Lupinus varLiis') are treated with a 10 per cent, solution of common 
salt, a fluid is obtained which gives the characteristic reactions of 
globulin. From this liquid water precipitates vitellin, and excess of 
common salt precipitates myosin. 

The author concludes from an experiment, which is not very clearly 
explained, that conglutin is a product of the alteration of the reserve- 
proteids (globulins) and does not pre-exist in the seed. 

In addition to vitellin and myosin there is another substance present 
in the 10 per cent, sodium chloride solution, which is not precipitated 
either on boiling or by addition of water or of salt. It is extracted 
from the seeds by boiling water. Its reactions indicate that it is 
allied to the peptones, most nearly resembling Meisoner’s a-peptone 
(hemialbumose, Kuhne). It is precipitated from its aqueous solu- 
tion by alcohol, but retains its solubility in water even after keeping 
in alcohol for three months. C. W. W. 


Physiological Chemistry, 


Specific Heat of Animal Tissues. 
Centr., 1879, 633). 

Compact bone substance . . 
Spongy „ 

Fatty tissues 

Striated muscle 

Defibrinated blood 


By I. Rosenthal (Bied. 
Specific heat. 

. . . 0-300 

. . . 0-710 

... 0*712 

... 0*825 

. . . 0*927 


Dried muscle gave 0*30 specific heat, and calculating the active 
muscle as consisting of three parts water and one part organic sub- 
stance, the specific heat would be 0*825, a result which exactly corre- 
sponds with the experimental number. 

The influence of water on the specific heat of a substance is shown by 
the approximation of its specific heat to that of water. The above de- 
terminations were made with Bunsen’s ice-calorimeter at an initial 
point of 40°, and can be regarded as only approximate on account of 
the difficulty in fixing the initial temperature. A. J.* 0. 


The Function of Respiration at Various Altitudes on the 
Island and Peak of Teneriffe. By W. Mabcbt (Proc. Boy. Soe., 
28, 498). — The experiments were performed by the author on himself 
and his guido at three stations, respectively 7,090, 10,700, and 12,200 
feet above the sea-level. The functions investigated were the number 
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of respirations, the volume of air, amount of carbonic acid and amount 
of water expired per minute at the three stations, both while at rest 
and while doing a definite amount of work. By the comparison 
of the results with those obtained in a previous series of experi- 
ments on the Alps, the effects of increased temperature were deter- 
mined. 

The results obtained may be summarised as follows : — 

The carbonic acid expired is, under all circumstances, proportional 
to the weight of the body ; for the subjects of these experiments it was 
676 m grins, per 100 kilos. The amount was greatest during the first 
or second hour after eating, afterwards gradually diminishing. 

The amount of carbonic acid expired was greater at Tenet iffe than 
on the Alps, the increase amounting to 14*0 and 17*5 per cent, for the 
author and his guide respectively. There was no increase in one case 
at the greater elevations such as was experienced on the Alps, the 
increase in the latter case being probably due to reduced temperature. 
In the other case, however, 17 per cent, more carbonic acid was 
expired at the sea-level than on the Peak of Teneriffe. This was due 
to increased perspiration at the higher altitudes. 

The volume of air expired per minute, and also the number of respira- 
tions decreased at the higher elevations. The percentage of carbonic 
acid in the air expired increased from 4 1 per cent, at the sea-level to 
4*9 per cent, at 11,945 feet. 

With respect to the effect of work, it was found that the relation 
between the volumes of air expired while sitting and while engaged on 
a regulated amount of muscular work, was the same as the relation 
between the weights of carbonic acid expired under such circum- 
stances . 

The amount of water expired increases considerably from the lower 
to the higher level ; this causes a very great loss of heat at the higher 
elevation. C. W. W. 

Digestion of Albuminoids. By A. Schmidt (Bied. Centr 1879, 
887 — 890).— Six dogs of the same breed, after two days’ fasting, were 
fed each with 200 grams of flesh and killed with potassium cyanide at 
various intervals after the meal. The stomach and intestines were 
then examined. It was found that, after a lapse of more than nine 
hours, some of the food still remained undigested in the stomach. As 
regards the digestion of the albumin, it was observed that a constant 
quantity of dissolved albumin remained in the stomach during the 
digestive process, and the peptone varied from one and a half to 
twice the amount of dissolved albumin. The food passed through the 
dogs in about nine hours. J. K. 0. 

Digestion in Sheep. By E. v. Wolff and others (Bied. Centr 
1879, 890 — 901). — The object of these researches was to ascertain the 
influence which the addition of bye-fodder, such as potatoes and beet- 
root, has on the digestion of ordinary raw fodder, hay, straw, and the 
like. For two months beet was given to two sheep along with clover 
hay : the oompoeition of each was as follows : — 
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Protein. 

Pat. 

Fibre. 

Nitrogen 
free extract. 

Ash. 

Clover hay . . 

. . . 19-37 

3-84 

24-45 

43-92 

8-42 

Beet 

. . . 13-60 

0-56 

7-04 

70-35 

8-45 


The plan of the experiment and the results as m ean of both animals, 
are appended in the following table : — 

Fodder per diem. Percentage of clover hay digested. 


N ^ \ 

Nitrogen 


Clover. Beet. 
Period, grams, grams. 

Solids. 

Organic 

matter. 

Protein. 

Pat. 

Fibre. 

At JLl JTVtdOXi 

free 

extract. 

I.. 1000 — 

57-76 

59*53 

60-28 

55-01 

55-25 

63-43 

II.. 1000 2000 

54-02 

55*62 

54-68 

50-62 

45-69 

61-82 

m . - 500 2000 

53-94 

56*10 

53-16 

39-90 

48-11 

62-90 

II . . — — 

85-78 

Percentage of beet digested. 

85-00 71-35 — — 

96-19 

III.. — — 

85-92 

86-53 

71-59 

— 

— 

96-17 


Similar experiments with potatoes as bye-fodder showed that in 
this case also a lowering of the digestive coefficient of the hay took 
place, the percentage of total solids digested being reduced from 60*2 
to 47*3, and of protein from 63*7 to 45' 9. In other experiments, the 
clover was replaced by hay and pasture grass, and the potatoes by 
sugar beet, turnips, and swedes. In all cases a lowering of the diges- 
tive coefficient of the raw fodder resulted, varying in each case 
according to the absolute amount of each constituent present in the 
bye-fodder. J. K. C. * 

Nutritive Value of Asparagine. By H. Weiske, M. Scheodt, 
and St. V. D angel ( Zeits.f . Biologie, 15, 261 — 296). — Various experi- 
menters have found that amido-compounds, as glycoeine, leucine, tyro- 
sine, asparagine, and aspartic acid, are converted into urea in the animal 
system. Knieriem also found that when asparagine was given to & 
dog receiving an insufficient diet, it diminished the previous loss of 
albumin in the body. Gelatin has been shown by Voit and others to 
discharge the same function. As amides are generally present in 
succulent and immature vegetable food, the authors made the follow- 
ing experiments to ascertain their value in the animal economy. 

Four rabbits were fed on a mixture of 50 grams starch, 10 grams 
oil, and 2 grams vegetable ashes. To this mixture was added in one 
case 5 grams asparagine, in another case 10 grams gelatin, and in a 
third case 5 grams of both asparagine and gelatin. The rabbit receiv- 
ing gelatin died on the 88th day, but without any serious loss in 
weight. The rabbit receiving no nitrogenous food died on the 49th 
day, having diminished in weight from 1125 to 640 grams. The rabbit 
with the asparagine ration died on the 63rd day, after a gradual 
diminution in weight, which became rapid towards the dose. The 
fourth rabbit, receiving both asparagine and gelatin, increased in 
weight, and, was alive on the 72 nd day, when the experiment closed. 
Asparagine thus merely somewhat retarded death, while asparagine 



486 


ABSTRACTS OF CHEMICAL PAPERS. 


mixed with gelatin was apparently capable of forming albumin in the 
animal body, and thus permanently sustaining life. A mixture of 
tyrosin and gelatin has been similarly found by Escher to be capable 
of replacing albumin. 

Experiments were next made with hens, the diets employed being 
similar to those just described. The hens did not consume enough 
food to maint ain their body weight, those receiving asparagine and 
gelatin were however quite healthy at the end of 17 days. With 
gelatin as the only nitrogenous food there was less success. 

The final experiments were made on sheep. Two full-grown sheep 
received in the first experimental period 500 grams hay, 200 grams 
starch, and 50 grams sugar per head per day. In three succeeding 
periods the nitrogen in the diet was doubled by the respective addi- 
tion of albuminoids, asparagine, and gelatin. Towards the end of each 
period, the solid excrement and nrine were collected and analysed. It 
appeared that the asparagine was perfectly digested, the albumin (sup- 
plied as pea-meal) was also almost completely taken np, while the 
gelatin was less perfectly assimilated. By comparing the quantity of 
nitrogen and sulphur supplied in the food with that voided in the 
excrements, the amount retained as albuminoids in the body was cal- 
culated. On the first diet, the average amount of nitrogen retained 
by the sheep was 0'275 gram, and of sulphur 0*029 gram per day. 
With gelatin, the nitrogen retained amounted to 1*330 gram, and the 
Bulphur to 0*038 gram. With asparagine, the nitrogen retained was 
1*664 gram, and the sulphur 0*112 gram. With albumin, the nitrogen 
retained was 2*048 grams, and the sulphur 0*176 gram. It appeared, 
therefore, that the supply of both asparagine and gelatin increased 
the amount of albumin stored up in the body. The authors believe 
that asparagine and gelatin protect albuminoids from oxidation in the 
animal economy, and thus allow albumin to be stored up even under a 
poor diet. R. W. 

Physiology of Sugar in Relation to the BloocL By F. W. 
Pavt (Proc. Roy. Soc., 28, 520). — After a comparison of the results 
obtained by various processes for the estimation of sugar in blood, in 
which he gives the preference to the ammoniacal cupric test, the 
author examines Bernard’s hypothesis that the natural seat of destruc- 
tion of sugar in the system is in the systemic capillaries. If this is 
the case, then a disappearance of sugar should occur in the blood 
after removal from the vessels; and, according to Bernard, such a 
disappearance does actually take place. The results obtained by the 
author, however, directly contradict those of Bernard, and point to 
the conclusion that the gradual disappearance of sugar which takes 
place in putrefying blood is the result of ordinary decomposition, and 
does not arise from any physiological cause. 

The author also concludes, from the results he has obtained, that 
there is in the blood a reducing substance besides sugar, which is of 
a sufficiently stable character to resist advanced decomposition. 

C. W. W. 

Muscular Activity and Waste. By O. Kellner (Bied. Gentr 
1880, 24—27). — A record of observations on a horse, regularly fed 
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and worked, in order to throw some light on the question whether 
muscular activity is caused simply by the oxidation of non-nitrogenous 
substances in the body or by the increase of albuminous matters in 
the food, as held by two schools of physiologists. The horse was 
periodically carefully weighed, his work estimated by a specially in- 
vented dynamometer, his consumption of food and water recorded, 
and his urine carefully collected and tested for nitrogen. The general 
results of the experiments show that with an increase of work, changes 
of albuminoid matters become more active. An increase of water 
drunk by the animal causes an increase in the evacuation of albu- 
minoids. 

The author draws an inference from the present and his former 
observations, that the source of muscular strength in general is the 
waste of organic matter. In the first place, the non-nitrogenous 
substances, hydrocarbons and fats, are called into requisition, the 
organic albuminoids not being attacked until the other materials capable 
of oxidation are no longer present in sufficient quantify. J. F. 

Observations on the Milk of a Large Herd of Cows. By W. 
Fleischmann and P. Vieth (Bled, Cejitr ., 1879, 908 — 911. The mean 
results of a year’s examination of the milk of several cows are given in 
the following table : — 

Morning miUr, Evening milk. 

Specific gravity 1*0316 1*0318 

Percentage of fat 3*374 3*420 

Yield per cow in kilograms 3*552 3*439 

Yield of fat in grains .... 120 116 

The percentage amount of fat varied from 2*844 to 3*927 per cent. 

J. K. O. 

Influence of Ground Nuts on the Production of Milk. By 
W. J. Kirchner and P. DU Roi (Bled. Centr 1879, 903—906). — 
Ground nut cakes, containing 52 per cent, of protein, gave favourable 
results as regards the production of milk, hut seemed to have no 
special effect on the quantity of fat produced. J, JL 0. 

Influence of Shearing on Yield of Milk. By H. Weises 
(Bied. Centr., 1880, 31, 32). — Previous observations convinced the 
author that the effect of shearing was to cause a greater appetite, but 
not a better digestion of the fodder. The removal of the hair neces- 
sitates a greater internal warmth in the body, which must be sustained 
by digested food ; consequently, fodder, which should go to increase 
the production of flesh, is expended in producing heat, so that a dimi- 
nution in the amount of flesh formed takes place. 

The frequent shearing of fattening sheep is, therefore, not profitable, 
except for the purpose of increasing the animal’s appetite and con- 
sumption of food, in order to indirectly increase the production. 

The present observations were made upon a 2^ year old Southdown 
ewe, which lambed on 22nd April, unshorn, milked carefully three 
times daily, receiving regularly each day 1 kilo, of turnips, £ kilo, of 
hay, and ^ kilo, of groats ; she yielded on each consecutive — 
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Day.... 123456789 

Grams . . 523 C20 736 768 840 910 924 992 987 milk. 

From 10 — 20th of May the daily yield was very regularly 1,000 grams. 
On the 21st of Ma y the ewe was shorn, the same food and treatment 
was continued, and a decided falling off was evident. 

Date, Mav .. 20 21 22 23 24 25 

Grams 1006 913 854 781 750 712 

On the 26th of May \ kilo, of linseed cake was added to the other 
food, with very beneficial results. % 

May 26 27 28 29 80 31 

Grams 687 760 889 950 910 961 

The yield of milk evidently suffered from shearing, and the addition 
of the linseed cake brought it up to its normal amount. 

It appears reasonable from this that when the lambing season coin- 
cides with the time of shearing, the ewes should be generously fed 
with artificial food, unless they have the run of & good meadow, where 
they have food ad libitum . J. F. 

Influence of Impure Water on Health. By R. Emmerich 
{Bied. Centr 1880, 4 — 12). — A belief that snch diseases as typhus 
and cholera are propagated by means* of impure water is prevalent 
not only amongst medical men, but the general public, and exercises 
an important influence on the expenditure of town corporations and 
similar bodies in the endeavour to supply the pure and remove the 
impure water. The author of the present paper, believing from the 
experiments of Pettenkofer and others that this deleterious influence 
either does not exist at all, or if at all, in the most trifling degree, 
undertook the experiments recorded on the bodies of animals and his 
own person, in order to contribute to the settlement of the question. 

The experiments on animals consisted of subcutaneous injections of 
distilled, ordinary, and impure waters. The first experiments showed 
that with rabbits weighing from 760 to 1,500 grams, the injection of 
40 — 70 e.c. of distilled water produced no observable alteration in 
their health, and that it required a considerable quantity, fully 200 c.c , 
to kill them. With impure water different results were obtained. The 
water selected was from the drain which collects the sewage of part of 
Munich, and discharges it into a brook ; the temperature before injec- 
tion was kept at blood heat, and the results were uniform, viz., that 
with animals weighing 550 to 1,500 grams, quantities of 6 to 60 c.c. 
invariably caused death in shorter or longer periods, the symptoms 
differing only according to the amount of the dose and the weight of 
the animal operated on ; the temperature of the body rose in each ex- 
periment, but the author hesitates to ascribe that effect to the oxida- 
tion of the impurities of the water. With boiled sewage water the 
results were very similar to those with clean water, 14 — 24 c.c. pro- 
ducing but slight sickness, quickly recovered from, and death taking 
place only after injection of comparatively large quantities, say 150 c.c. 
Two other experiments were made with the residue of evaporated 
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sewage water ; 500 c.c. evaporated on the water-bath and dissolved in 
a small quantity of distilled water ; the injection of this matter pro- 
duced strong convulsions and speedy death. The net result of this 
first series of experiments shows that the subcutaneous injection of 
impure water causes symptoms quite analogous to those produced by 
putrid fluids, and that its effects are the more intense the greater the 
quantity of oxidisable impurity contained in the water. 

These experiments do not show whether the poisonous matter is in 
solution or suspension, or whether or not it is an organised ferment ; but 
the author inclines to the opinion that it is not an organism, and that 
the similarity of the behaviour of the boiled sewage and its extracted 
residue with other preparations of putrid solutions leads him to the 
belief that the poisonous qualities are due to putrefactive matter in 
the sewage. 

The author next directed his attention to the introduction of impure 
water into the stomachs of animals, and the results agree very closely 
with other experiments made with putrid poisons, viz., that a much 
larger quantity can be introduced into the stomach than either into 
the veins or under the Bkin. In the present case a rabbit weighing 
1,500 grams received daily 600 o.c. of sewage water in four doses of 
150 c.c. At the end of two days the animal appeared unharmed. 

The author thinks it would* be unsafe to say that the effects on 
human beings would be the same as on animals, and if the poison be 
an alkaloid or anything of that nature — say, similar to morphine — its 
toxical effects would vary very considerably ; and taking into account 
the slight effect of large doses on such small animals as rabbits, he is 
of opinion that human beings could with impunity partake daily of a 
considerable quantity of sewage water. To test the matter, be deter- 
mined to drink daily one-half to one whole liter of water taken from 
one of the small brooks or water-courses of Munich, which received 
the drainage from kitchens, wash-houses, urinals, cattle-sheds, &o., 
moreover, there were cases of typhoid in some of the houses draining 
into it ; on the surface floated cabbage and lettuce leaves, human and 
animal hair, dec. He continued the experiment “a long time,” not 
exactly defined, but without feeling any injurious effects. A slight 
stomach congh with which he was affected at the beginning of the 
observations did not become any worse ; and he inclines to the opinion 
that the unpleasant effects experienced by other people may have 
arisen from feelings of nausea at the appearance of the water. The 
author invites other investigators to continue similar experiments. 

Injections of largely diluted sewage yield negative results, and the 
author agrees with jNageli that the addition of large quantities of 
water to sewage renders the poisonous matter innocuous. 

The author proposes a rough method of estimating the evil effects 
of impure water, which is, that the suspected water or its residue dis- 
solved in 40 to 80 c.c. be injected under the skin of a full-grown 
rabbit ; if the increase of temperature is no greater than 1° 0., or if 
death do not follow in a very short time, there is no hurtful matter 
present, or it is present in trifling quantity.^ 

He has examined the worst of the Munich waters by this method 
and thinks it fairly trustworthy, but that it, in gammon with all known 
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processes for estimating organic imparities in water, must be con- 
sidered as temporary expedients to give way to some method yet to be 
devised. J. F. 

Presence of Copper in Pood. By A. Gauthier (Bied. Oentr ., 
1879, 987 — 988). — Experiments on dogs showed that doses of some 
decigrams of copper sulphate could be given daily without pro- 
ducing death, but further researches are necessary to ascertain whether 
permanent derangement of health is not prod need. It was found that 
■wheat, coffee, starch, &c., contain about 1 rogrm. of copper per kilo. 

J. K. 0. 

Injury to Pishes by Waste Liquids. By Weigelt (Landw. 
Yersuchs.-Stat., 24, 424 — 427). — Trout weighing 5 — 20 grams die in 
a few minntes in water containing 0*005 gram chlorine per liter, and 
even 0*0002 gram per liter is undoubtedly fatal to small fish ; and 
this is near the limit of the amount of chlorine that can he detected 
by chemical means. Soda-lye, and even ammonium carbonate, act much 
less injuriously; fish kept in solntion of soda containing 3 grams 
and 0*1 gram of crystallised soda per liter for 15 and 45 minutes re- 
spectively seemed to be uninjured ; at least they were living six weeks 
afterwards in a running stream. Sulphuric acid was more fatal by far 
than hydrochloric acid, but the fish soon recover themselves when 
removed from the contaminated water. Waters charged with car- 
bonic anhydride, neutral salts (calcium chloride and sodium chloride), 
with a concentration of 3 parts per 1,000, have no injurious influence. 

J. T. 

Cobra Poison. By A. Pedler (Tree. Boy. Sog., 27, 17), A. W. 
Bunn (Analyst, 1, 204), and T. L. Bruntost and Sir J. Fayrbr (Proc. 
Roy . Soc., 27, 188). — The poison of the Cobras de Capello (Naja tri- 
jmdians), which may be obtained by pressing the parotid glands of the 
snake while its fangs are erected, is an amber-coloured, syrupy, frothy 
liquid, of sp. gr. 1*046 (Blyth), 1*095 at 23° (Pedler). When eva- 
porated, either in the air or in a vacuum, or at 100°, it leaves a solid 
residue amounting on the average to 28*82 per cent. (Pedler) ; about 
33 per cent. (Blyth). The fresh liquid has no action on polarised 
light. It may be kept for two or three months without alteration, but 
after a year or 18 mouths it alters considerably, becoming insoluble, 
and losing to a great extent its poisonous action (Pedler). 

Dried in a vacuum over sulphuric acid, it gave by analysis : — 

O with 

C. H. 2$T. Ash. trace of S. 

49 32 7*01 17-39 6*68 19 60 = 100 

or deducting the ash : — 

C. H. O and S. 

52*87 7*51 18 29 21*33 = 100 

This composition does not differ greatly from that of various kinds 
of albumin; the proportion of nitrogen, however, is rather greater 
than in egg-albumin. 

* The liquid poison, treated with strong alcohol, yielded a precipitate 
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of albuminous matter, amounting to about 17'3 per cent, of the whole, 
which was only slightly poisonous, whereas the portion soluble in 
alcohol (10*9 per cent, of the whole) was excessively poisonous : hence, 
as the total quantity of solid matter in the poison is about 28 per cent., 
it follows that about 60 per cent, of the poisonous liquid is of an albu- 
minous nature, and only about 40 per cent, consists of pure poison. 
Ho cryBtallisable substance could be obtained from the poison, either 
by the use of solvents or by dialysis through parchment paper, although 
slight indications of crystallisation were obtained by both methods. 
The liquid remaining in the dialyser left on evaporation a gummy 
mass, having all the physiological characters of the poison ; and the 
liquid outside the dialyser appeared to be rather more poisonous than 
the original virus (Pedler). 

According to Blyth, cobra poison contains albumin, and a minute 
quantity of fat, and yields about 1*4 — 1*5 per cent, of ash, mainly con- 
sisting of sodium chloride. It dries up quickly on exposure to the air, 
leaving a yellow acrid pungent powder, amounting to about 33 per 
cent, of the whole. This substance is not decomposed at 100°, but 
blackens at 270°, and yields a sublimate at higher temperatures. A 
similar substance, crystallising in needles, may be obtained by dialysing 
the poison. It exists therein to the amount of 10 per cent., and is 
highly poisonous, appearing to be the only active principle. It is ob- 
tained pure by conversion into a lead-salt, separation therefrom, and 
evaporation in a vacuum. Blyth designates this substance as cobric 
acid . He finds that a weak solution of potash, or a weak alkaline 
solution of potassium permanganate, destroys the physiological activity 
of cobra poison. 

Pedler describes a long series of experiments on the modification of 
the active properties of the poison by various substances, undertaken 
with the view of discovering an antidote to its action. When the 
poison was digested with ethyl iodide, a residue was obtained which 
exhibited an increase of weight, indicating combination, and was 
much less active than the original poison. The residue obtained by 
mixing the poison with hydrochloric acid and leaving the liquid to 
evaporate, was also much less active than the original poison. By 
slow evaporation in a vacuum, distinct traces of crystals were obtained, 
but they were mixed with a large quantity of amorphous soluble 
matter, from which they could not be separated. 

A much greater diminution of the activity of the poison is pro- 
duced by the addition of platinic chloride . When a quantify of fresh 
cobra poison was treated with alcohol to precipitate the albumin, the 
alcoholic filtrate acidified with hydrochloric acid, and a solution of 
platini e chloride added, a small quantity of a yellow amorphous pre- 
cipitate was formed, and the solution evaporated in a vacuum yielded 
a semicrystalline residue, which was freed from excess of platinic 
chloride by washing with weak spirit. 0*1 gram of the solid platinum 
compound administered internally to a chicken exerted no poisonous 
action, and the solution containing the excess of platinic chloride was 
likewise withont action when injected hypodermically. A considerable 
number of experiments upon chickens and dogs showed that even 
considerable quantities of cobra poison mixed with platinic chloride 
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might be injected hypodermically without producing a fatal result, 
provided a short time was allowed to elapse before the mixture was 
injected. In one experiment, the quantity of poison thus injected was 
sufficient, if administered alone, to kill 120 chickens. When, on the 
other hand, the injection was performed immediately after mixing, 
the results were less favourable, the fatal effect being not prevented, 
but merely retarded. The same effect of retardation, but not pre- 
vention of the fatal resnlt, was obtained when the cobra poison was 
first injected alone, and the platinum solution a few minutes (1 to 5) 
afterwards. The poison indeed seems to diffuse itself through the 
organism so rapidly that no antidote can be afterwards injected 
quickly enough to counteract its effects. 

The platinum salt of the cobra poison gave by analysis numbers 
nearly agreeing with the formula, (CnH 25 ^* 07 .HCl) 2 . PtOh (Pedler). 

Brunton and Fayrer find that auric chloride behaves similarly to 
platinic chloride, rendering the poison nearly inactive if mixed with 
it before injection. Permanganate of potassium also prevents the fatal 
effect, probably by destroying the poison. Zinc chloride, mercuric 
chloride, silver nitrate, and carbolic acid also diminish the activity of 
the poison, and slightly prolong life if mixed with it before injection. 
Ferric chloride has a weaker action. Potash prolongs life for several 
hours. With large doseB of the poison, none of these substances have 
any appreciable effect, even when applied immediately. 


Chemistry of Vegetable Physiology and Agriculture. 


Locality of Albumin Secretion in Plants. By H. Mullib 
Thurgau ( Bled . Centr 1880, 42 — 48). — The author endeavours to 
decide whether the formation of protoplasm takes place in the leaves 
or other portions of the plant ; for this purpose he devises an arrange- 
ment by which the seeds of maize, wheat, beans, &c., are germinated 
over water, and the rootlets led out in two divisions, and immersed in 
separate vessels ; the two vessels contain solutions which are identical 
as regards mineral constituents, hut to one of them is added a nitro- 
genous substance of easy assimilation, the other contains none. The 
growth of the rootlets was measured regularly every day. 

If the development of the albuminoid was due to absorption from 
the air, or had its origin in the upper portions of the plant, both 
divisions of the root should grow equally. If, however, it proceeded 
from the roots, the portion immersed in the solution containing nitro- 
genous matter should grow quicker than the other ; this was actually 
the case. The leaveB do not appear to play any part in the assimilation. 
To prevent mistakes, the roota were alternately immersed in one 
solution, and changed to the other; their growth varied exactly 
and daily as they were placed in one or other solution. The same 
results were obtained from placing the rootlets in P*ynd saturated with 
a nitrogenous solution. 
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The practical application of these experiments shows that there is 
advantage in the use of a nitrogenous manure in cases where quick 
and strong development is desirable, as for example in turnip and tree 
culture. J. p. 

Decomposition of Albuminoids in Plants. By E. Schulze 
(Bied. Centr.y 1879, 609 — 610). — The author advances the theory of 
the alternate decomposition and re-formation of alb um inoids in the 
organism of plants, and to this end he discusses the production in the 
lupine of asparagine from conglutine. A. J. C. 

Passage of Nutritive Material in Plants. By L. Desbarres 
(Bied. Gentry 1879, 946 — 947). — The wood of young branches of 
Blius elegam was examined in winter and spring with the following 
results : — 

In winter. In spring. 

Dry substance .... 72*16 66*70 

Protein 9*42 2*25 

Starch 17*31 1*57 

Ash 1*60 1*20 

The woody parts of the plant seem, therefore, in winter to form a 
reservoir for assimilable material for the nourishment of the young 
organs in spring. J. K. C. 


Amount of Dew on Plants. By L. Hahpel (Bied. Gentry 1879, 
630). — The observations were made in July and August. 


"Without 
dew. 

centigrams, centigrams. 

45*60 40*76 

106 *80 82 '40 

96*06 71 *50 

85; 10 75*30 

A. J. 0. 

Fertilization of Rye. By W. Rimpau (Bied. Gentry 1879, 911 — 
912). — The author finds that the flowers on the same plant cannot 
fertilize each other, and that pollen from other individuals is necessary 
for this purpose. J. K, 0. 

Result of Drying Seeds. By E. Wollny (Bied. Gentry 1880, 
36 — 42). — Many experiments have shown that the seeds of several 
plants including flax, cucumbers, pumpkins, and melons, yield very 
plentifully when they have been dried at a temperature of 30® to 50° C., 
notably flax seed, growers of which always seek old seed, as yielding 
a better and longer flax ; the author presumes this is because of the 
natural drying of the moisture originally contained in the seeds. This 
fact led the author to undertake a series of experiments with the seeds 
von. xxxvin. 2 » 


Binus austriaca , four needles gave .... 

Tilia grandifolia, one leaf gave 

Tvbercu* peduneulata, one leaf gave .... 
Abies excelsa , a Buaall bough gave 


Dew by 
difference. 

centigrams. 

4*84 

24*40 

24*56 

9*80 


With dew. 
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of many food plants in order to learn the effect of artificial drying on 
their productiveness. 

In view of the danger of too high a temperature killing some of the 
seeds, they were not heated above 32 — 35° 0 , so that a long time was 
necessary to dry them ; the undned seeds were meanwhile kept in 
airtight bottles, and lost scarcely any moisture. The experiments were 
arranged in two series, firstly, to ascertain the effect upon the growth 
of the plant, and, secondly, the effect upon the productiveness. The 
answer to the first question is that the drying of the seeds delays the 
growth of the plant, and that the plants produced from the dried are 
much more irregular in size than those from undried seeds, and that 
notwithstanding the greatest care in drying, the seeds so treated have 
a less percentage of germinating power. The effect on the crop, how- 
ever, is very different, the figures showing clearly that the effective 
produce of the dried seeds is greater than from the undried. 

The author confesses his inability to reconcile the different conclu- 
sions, but suggests that a great deal depends on the state of the soil, 
whether it contains abundance of natural moisture or not, and suggests 
that after all it is to a great extent dependent on the nature of the 
locality and the facilities for obtaining water, and hopes that practical 
farmers will carry out further experiments. J. F. 

Normal Presence of Copper in the Plants which Grow on 
Primordial Rocks. By Dieulafajt — The author has previously 
shown that all rocks of primordial formation contain copper He finds 
that this element is present in plants growing on such rocks to such 
an extent that it may be recognised by the ammonia reaction in 1 gram 
of ash. Copper is also present in the ashes of plants growing on 
marls, the sand of which has been derived from primordial rocks. 
Other researches have led the author to conclude that heat has had 
nothing to do with the formation of dolomites. They are marine 
formations, sedimentary in the ordinary sense of the word, bnt often 
deposited in concentrated marine waters. He has previously found 
that deposits found in such waters always contain copper, therefore 
dolomites ought to contain this element. Plants growing on dolomites 
contain copper to such an amount that it can be detected in 1 gram of 
ash. On the other hand, plants growing on pure limestones contain 
but traces of this metal, requiring at least 100 grams of ash for its 
detection. 0. H. B. 

Formation of Nitrates in Sugar Beets. By A. Pagnoul (Bied. 
Centr 1880, 17). — These salts when found are not always derived from 
mineral manures added to the soil, but may come from organic nitro- 
genous substances, such as stable manure. Beets which were sown 
in ground ma nured with sodium nitrate, although containing a con- 
siderable quantity of the salt immediately after germination, contained 
no trace at a later period, whilst some from the same seed, sown in 
ground which had been heavily manured with stable dung, contained 
0*7 per cent, of the salt. 

Very great care must be taken when cultivating beets to avoid every 
cause that might lead to late vegetation ; the leaves ffhcffilrf attain 



VEGETABLE PHYSIOLOGY AND AGRICULTURE. 


495 


their full development by tlie end of August ; if a slowly working 
manure be employed, or the season be mild, dull, and damp, and the 
development is delayed until September or October, it is at the expense 
of the saccharine matter of the roots ; they continue to grow, and 
take up salts from the soil which they have not vigour to assimilate. 

When nitrates are found in the roots under such circumstances, 
allowance should be made for the season and the slow or quick nature 
of the manures employed. J. F. 

Nitrates in Sugar-Beets. By J. A. Barral (Bied. Cents 1880, 
44 — 45). — An English farmer sent to the French Agricultural Society 
in December, 1878, a number of large beets, some of them weighing 
14 kilos. They were found poor in sugar and were employed for feeding 
purposes; they were analysed, and it was found that nitrates were 
most abundant in those which were poorest in sugar, the proportions 
being very constant. The sugar manufacturers have for a long time 
forbidden the use of nitrate of soda on the farms which supply them 
with roots, and the author’s researches prove them to be right, the 
beets experimented on having been heavily manured with sodium 
nitrate. He also believes that the feeding of cattle largely with such 
roots would he attended with injurious consequences. In the follow- 
ing table the amounts of nitrogen, nitrates, and sugar are the percen- 
tages contained in the dry substance, the nitrates being calculated as 
nitric acid : — 


Nome. 

Weight 
of root, 
kilos. 

Dry 

substance 
per cent. 

Nitrogen 
per cent. 

Nitric acid 
per cent. 

Sugar. 

Afn.TnTnnf~.~h . 

14-150 

6-81 

3-54 

13 *89 

17 *21 

Berkshire ............ 

10-600 

7*95 

3*27 

4*98 

23*16 

Ox-heart 

11*390 

6-35 

3*44 

9*21 

31 *60 

Tankard 

8*920 

7*88 

3*12 

11 -39 

12*92 

34*66 

Yellow globe 

2*082 

11 -54 

1*51 

1*37 

Horn 

1-783 

2*4H 

12-60 

1*40 

0*64 

31 76 

Giant 

9*46 

1-75 

0*68 

52*86 

White green top ...... 

3-124 

11 *92 

1*11 

0 13 

68*72 

White red top 

0*730 

16*73 

0-97 

0*09 

48-10 

Kohl Rabi .......... 

6-200 

9-66 

3*33 

4*55 

20 92 



J. F. 


Beetroot. By P. Wagner (Bied. Cenir 1879, 947). — Sugar beet- 
root from various sources was examined ; the percentage of sugar 
varied from 10 — 14. J. K. C. 

Researches on Beetroot, By A. Baudrimont (Bied. Oentr., 
1879, 916). — On cutting open a beetroot, two series of concentric rings 
are observed, the one white and opaque, the other clear, transparent, 
and mostly coloured ; in the former the sugar is chiefly aggregated, 
and in the latter the albumin. The author has endeavoured to pro- 
mote the special growth of one or the other set of rings by the appli- 
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cation of suitable manures. Tbe roots were grown on four plots of 
land ; one of these was treated with water, the rest in order with so- 
lutions of bicarbonate of ammonia, bicarbonate of potash, and a 
mixture of these. It was observed that the roots which had been 
watered with bicarbonate of potash solution were very large and hard, 
gynrj consisted chiefly of the sugar bearing rings ; those which had re- 
ceived bicarbonate of ammonia were much softer, hollow in the 
centre, and the albuminous rings were more strongly developed ; those 
treated with a mixture of both were not so hard, and showed clear 
albuminous rings, whilst those which had received water alone were 
the strongest, and showed both lands of rings clearly. J. K. 0. 

Composition of Ash of two kinds of Beet Seed. By H. Boden- 
bexder and Ihlee (Bied. Centr ,, 1879, 948). — In 100 parts of the seed 
were contained (1) 7*80 and (2) 7*67 parts as ash. 

The percentage composition of the ash was as follows : — 

NaaO. KoO. CaO. MgO. Pe 3 0 3 - °h °°2- S0 8 . P 2 0 6 . Si0 2 . 

(1) 25*73 6*75 22*18 5*72 1*77 1*07 15*89 4*46 2*56 13*59 

(2) 32*93 4*97 13*44 3*91 3*86 4*19 22*54 2*50 6*47 5*11 

J. K. C. 

Effect of Acid Gases on Vegetation. By R Hasenclever {Bied. 
Centr., 1880, 57 — 58). — The author has collected a number of analyses 
of leaves of trees from the neighbourhood of chemical works, and 
from districts where such manufactories are not carried on. The 
results are interesting ; hut consisting as they do of different kinds of 
plants do not afford sufficient grounds for comparison, the author re- 
commends the analysis of healthy and unhealthy plants from the same 
neighbourhoods when complaints of damage from acid vapours are 
made, and also wishes that the rain and air of such districts could be 
compared with samples of the same from other localities. J. E. 

Injury to Vegetation caused by Acid Gases. By J. Schroder 
(Lcnidic. Versuch-S'-Stat., 24, 392 — 421). — The author is of opinion 
that Stockhardt’s view is correct, namely, that the injurious effect of 
smoke from smelting works, chemical works, and from coal fires, is 
mainly due to sulphurous anhydride and other acid gaseous products. 
Wood-smoke does not injure vegetation, and the less sulphur is pre- 
sent in bituminous and brown coals the less injurious it is. A very 
short exposure to acid gases produced perceptibly injurious effects on 
the leaves ; an alcoholic extract of the leaves then shows the absorp- 
tion-bands of acid chlorophyll. All plants thus damaged show a 
diminished transpiration, depending on the amount of acid and time 
of exposure. 

Numerous experiments show that sulphurous anhydride acts most 
strongly in presence of light, warmth, and moisture, but darkness is 
more efficacious as a preservative than dryness. Sulphurous anhy- 
dride is strikingly worse than hydrochloric acid. Sulphuric acid is 
less injurious than an equivalent amount of sulphurous anhydride, so 
that oxidation of the sulphurous anhydride present in smoke by the 
action of air and moisture is favourable. 
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Plants growing in an atmosphere containing snlphnrons anhydride 
or hydrochloric acid show an excess of sulphur or chlorine respectively. 
Thns a young fir-tree growing in the laboratory in presence of sul- 
phurous anhydride gave in 100 parts of dry needles 0*721 of sulphuric 
acid, whilst a healthy young tree gave 0*240 part. Different plants 
do not suffer equally in presence of sulphurous anhydride. In the 
following list those least influenced are placed first: — Oak, maple, ash, 
alder, poplar, lime, birch, red beech ; then we have needle-leaved trees, 
pine, fir. The list agrees with observations made in the neighbourhood 
of metallurgical works. The effect of hydrochloric acid is probably 
the same. 

The amount of sulphur and chlorine in healthy plants may vary 
within tolerably wide limits ; thus an alder grown under the water- 
culture system gave 0*75 per cent, of sulphuric acid, whilst another 
grown in the soil gave 0*19 per cent., both being healthy plants. The 
presence of gypsum and salt in the soil affects the results of analysis ; 
so that healthy plants grown under similar conditions as to soil should 
be examined along with suspected plants. Two maps of the Tipper 
Harte smelting district were shown. In one the district was coloured 
to show the damage done to trees as determined by inspection. One 
colour showed trees destroyed, or very seriously damaged, another 
tint showed the region of trees perceptibly injured, and a third the 
region in which the damage from smoke was somewhat questionable, 
whilst a fourth tint showed the uninjured districts. 150 samples of 
leaves were taken, and the sulphuric acid determined in them : those 
giving 0*5 per cent, and upwards were found to fall within a district 
marked out on the second map, those with from 0*5 to 0*3 occupied 
another region, 0*3 to 0*21 a third, and all below 0*21 formed a fourth 
region ; on comparing the two maps they were found to agree very 
closely indeed. The samples were taken during a week of autumn in 
1878, and were mainly of fir-needles. In the discussion following, 
M. Freytag reported similar results founded on nearly 20 years’ obser- 
vation, but he was of opinion that snlphuric and hydrochloric acids 
were more injurious than sulphurous anhydride. J. T. 

Injurious Effect of Industrial Effluent Water and of Gases 
on Soils and Plants. By J. Konig (Bied. Centr., 1879, 564— 567). — 
The author shows the importance of ascertaining that the water used 
for irrigation is free from any constituent which has a prejudicial 
action on vegetation. Effluent water from a zinc blende mine contains 
an appreciable amount of zinc sulphate, formed by oxidation of the 
sulphide, and the result of irrigating a meadow for some years with 
a stream which received such effluent water was to cause a consider- 
able decrease in the yearly produce. Moreover, certain parts of the 
meadow became almost barren. The soil of the meadow was found to 
contain 0*13—0*964 per cent, zinc oxide, whilst the grass and plants 
(beech and maple) gave 4*13—6*53 per cent, of ash and 0*037—0*156 
per cent, zinc oxide, which is equal to 0*86 — 2*78 per cent, in the 
ash. The soil and the plants from the apparently sound part of the 
meadow contained no zinc oxide. 

The ash of three specimens of the white u erzblume ” which grew 
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in places in tlie meadow on which zinc-ore had been spilt gave 
respectively : — 

Ash in dried plant 13*29 12*75 9*29 

Zinc oxide in the plant. . 1*49 2*68 1*46 

Zinc oxide in the ash . . 11*27 21*40 15*81 

"Waste water from dye works, wire drawers, and from pyrites 
washing has an injurious action on vegetation : the first-named con- 
tains a large quantity of sodium sulphate and organic colouring 
matter, and the two last much ferrous sulphate ; the pyrites waste 
water probably also contains a small quantity of free sulphuric acid. 

The destructive influence of sulphurous acid fumes on plant life, 
which is observable in the neighbourhood of chemical works, has been 
investigated by the author, who states that the leaves, needles, and 
young twigs of the trees are first affected, and that these injured 
parts contain about 11 — 50 per cent, of sulphuric acid in excess of 
the normal quantity, and a proportional increase in the amount of 
ash. A. J. C. 

Grass Mowing. By E. Wollny (Bled. Omtr., 1879, 617— 619). — 
It is the custom of some agriculturists to discontinue mowing grass 
land during a continuance of dry weather, as they hold the opinion 
that the grass retains the moisture which would be removed by mow- 
ing, and the after crop wonld be endangered in consequence. This 
erroneous idea has no donbt arisen from the fact that the upper surface 
of grass-covered land is damper than that of the fallow land (16*08 
per cent, moisture against 11*93 per cent, in the author’s experiments) ; 
but this is the case at the surface only, for at a lower stratum, whence 
the plants replace the water which has evaporated from their upper 
organs there is less moisture (22 54 per cent.) than from a similar 
stratum (28*59 per cent.) in a fallow land. The conclusion which is 
drawn from several experiments of the moisture contained at different 
depths in grass land and in fallow land is, that the amount of moisture 
in all kinds of soil covered with vegetation, grass for example, is 
always less than that in the same soil which is not covered with vege- 
tation. As it is the vegetation which dries up the soil, it necessarily 
follows that the retention of the moisture is assured to the soil if the 
mowing takes place under the above condition of weather. 

A. J. 0. 

Relation of the Grasses of Meadows and Pastures. By 
Speeu (Bled. Centr 1879,919 — 921;. — The author gives an account 
of the various weeds, sour grasses, &c., occurring on meadow and 
pasture land. J. K. 0. 

Digestibility of Steamed Hay. By U. Kreusler and others 
(Bled. Centr^ 1880, 27 — 29). — Amongst the various methods em- 
ployed for the cooking of fodder, none has hitherto been in use which 
does not diminish the quantity of nutritive matter and injure its 
digestibility ; this frequently happens when it is sought to make the 
fodder more palatable and urge the a nim als to consume larger quanti- 
ties. The usual methods are souring, fermenting, boiling, scalding, 
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and steaming. The first two occasion a loss of the raw material, the 
others diminish the digestibility and nutritive effect by the addition of 
large quantities of water. Steaming appears to be the least deleterious. 
Two oxen were chosen for purposes of experiment ; the quantities 
given them were calculated from observation of their previous ordinary 
consumption. The experiments were divided into three periods, when 
the animals were fed first upon raw, secondly upon steamed, and 
thirdly on damped hay. 

Their consumption of water does not seem to have been affected by 
the quantity taken up in the steamed or moistened fodder, the animals 
consuming their normal quantity. 

From the calculated results of the droppings, it appears that the 
amount of protein substances digested in the raw and damped hay is 
about the same, and much greater than is found in steamed hay. 

The authors summarise thus : the steaming of hay diminishes 
facility of digestion, is in fact injurious, and the desire of the animals 
for it, which has been asserted, is not found, but on the contrary, the 
animals liked the steamed hay less than either of the other kinds. 

J. F. 

Permanent Pasture a Substitute for Clover. By J. Godefroy 
and others (Bied* Centr ., 1880, 50 — 53). — French agriculturists have 
for many years found the soil in some localities worn out, and, as it is 
called, “ clover sick.” On the other hand, foreign competition in 
cattle rearing forces them to raise large quantities o± fodder materials. 
They have therefore turned their attention to laying down permanent 
pastures, or at least meadows for two to five years. The experiments 
of which this paper is the record, were carried out for this purpose, 
and were made at St. Onen, near Pontoise, by two of the authors, and 
at Villeneuve le Roi by two others. The mixtures used were of 
English origin, consisting of leguminous and graminivorous plants, 
fescue rye-grass, &c. In one experiment the plot was divided into 
two portions, one of them being manured with stable manure, the 
other with artificial fertilizers ; the latter gave far better results. 

The observations are not complete, but so far they lead to the belief 
that it is quite possible to lay down meadows which will yield excel- 
lent crops the first year, with increasing produce the second and third 
years. J. F. 


Composition of Red Clover and Maize. By H. Wsi so and 
others (Bied. Omtr.^ 1880, 46 — 4*8). — The clover plants were 25 days 
old at the commencement of the observations, 24th May. Some of 
them bloomed on 21st June, and 5th July the flowering was general, 
and on 12th July it was nearly over. The nitrogen percentage de- 
clined until the time of bloom, remained tolerably constant for a short 
period, and then rapidly fell off ; the behaviour of the cellulose was 
exactly the reverse. The sulphur and phosphorus compounds vary in 
much the same manner as the nitrogen, hut not with such regularity 
The figures show a steady progression in productive power until 
the termination of the flowering period, when it ceases, except as 
regards the cellulose. Therefore* when the plants were in bLoaaom, 
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about the 5t3i July would have been the most economical period to cut 
them. 

The maize plants were observed from six days old, 24th May ; the 
nitrogen diminished more quickly than in the case of the clover, and 
more rapidly in the first than in the second half of the period of ob- 
servation. The diminution in the nitrogen was, however, not accom- 
panied by so large a formation of cellulose as in the clover, a large 
proportion of the non-nitrogenous substances consisting of extractive 
matter: as the secretion of nitrogenous substances ceases at an 
early stage, the author thinks it economical to cut maize intended 
for green fodder not later than the end of August, as is actually the 
practice. J. I 1 . 

Nutritive Value of “ Elodea canadensis." By W. Hoffmeister 
(Bied. Centr ., 1879,916 — 916).— This plant (the water pest) is greedily 
devoured by cattle ; when fresh it contains 12, and when air-dried 
from 73 — 83 per cent, of solids. The composition of the solid con- 
stituents was found to be as follows : — 



Protetn. 

Fat. 

Nitrogen 
free extract. 

Fibre. 

Ash. 

X i • * • 

17-37 

2*32 

44-17 

16-98 

19-22 

2 .... 

19-56 

2*26 

41-48 

16-54 

20-16 


The percentages of cellulose and starch were found to he 16 and 
19*4 respectively. In nitrogenous constituents, water pest compares 
favourably with clover. J. K. C. 

Cotton-Seed Cake as Fodder. By Ritter (Bied. Oentr ., 1878, 
902). — Ritter found that by using this cake, the cows yielded more 
milk and of a better quality. J. EL C. 

Culture of the Lentil Vetch. By E. v. Rodiczky (Bied. Oentr., 
1880, 49 — 50). — This plant, known under various names, has always 
been considered in Germany a weed, Vicis ervilia. In sandy districts 
of Spain, parts of Switzerland, and in the south of France, it has some- 
times been sparingly cultivated as a winter fodder. It appears to be less 
liable to injury from insects than peas and lentils, and can be cultivated 
without supports, a circumstance not without weight. 

The author is not enabled from actual experiment to pronounce an 
opinion on the results of this crop under the climatic conditions of 
Germany, his analyses having been made on French, Spanish, and 
Grecian seeds. 

Although the beans of this plant are a very valuable food, it is 
chiefly employed as a green fodder and as hay, the tender stems and 
numerous ybung fresh leaves rendering it peculiarly useful for the 
purpose, A partial experiment showed a result — 2 hectoliters of seed 
per hectare after two months, when the plants were in bloom — 13,700 
kilos, green fodder, and 2,500 kilos, dry hay. Winter pease showed 
4*500 and lentils 5,300 kilos. Considering the short time required to 
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bring this plant to maturity, and its suitability to light sandy soils, it 
is certainly worth some attention from practical farmers. 

J. F. 

Seeds of the Com Cockle as Fodder and Distillery Material. 
By R. Ulbricht (Bied. Oentr. % 1880, 34 — 36). — The seeds of this 
plant, Agrostemma Qithago , are largely bought by farmers on account 
of its low price as a fodder material, and is also offered to distillers, 
and sometimes purchased by them, notwithstanding it is known to 
have frequently had very injurious effects. 

Analyses of two samples show the nutritive properties of the 
material to be very valuable, and in a chemical sense to stand about 
equally between grain and leguminous plants, a prominent feature 
being the large proportion of fat and the extraordinary quantity of 
mineral matter, particularly potash and phosphoric acid, which is 
higher than in any other grain yet analysed. 

An old milch goat was fed with the grain of A . Qithago , 300 to 500 
grams given daily with clover hay. It was then fed for 12 days 
entirely on the seeds. During the whole of this period there was no 
disturbance of the animal’s health, nor was the production of milk in 
any way lessened ; but three weeks afterwards, when the animal had 
been put back to her normal food, she sickened and died ; a post mortem 
showed severe inflammation of the large intestine and lesion of the 
spinal marrow. 

A pig weighing 9*24 kilos., to whose food was added 20 — 100 grams 
of the seed daily, died in 14 days, and showed a strong inflammation 
of the coats of the stomach. Another and larger pig, weighing 12‘32 
kilos , was fed with gradually increased quantities of the material up 
to 350 grams per day, gained weight and continued in good health. 
Geese and ducks were also experimented on, but with negative results. 
The observations Bhow that great caution is necessary in the use of 
this product for feeding purposes. The author believes that the 
poisonous principle may be extracted in a manner similar to that in 
which the bitterness is removed from lupins, but it is a thing of the 
future, and might at the same time diminish the value of the article as 
fodder. 

The author made other experiments as to its value for distillery pur- 
poses, but they are incomplete. J. F. 

Digestibility and Nutritive Value of the Soja Bean. By H. 
Weises and others (Bied. Oentr ., 1880, 30—31). — The experiments 
were made on two full grown Southdown wethers with the object of 
determining the food value of the article. Analysis shows the com- 
position of the straw to resemble in valuable constituents that of good 
meadow hay, and analysis of the excrement of the animals shows that 
a large proportion was digested. The cultivation of this bean is very 
largely carried on in Germany ; it yields a large produce* and these 
experiments prove it to be a valuable addition to the fodder materials 
at the farmers’ command. J* F. 


Flesh-meal as Fodder for Milch Cows. By Fehlatj (B%e&. 
Centra 1879, 599). — Flesh-meal added to other stall-fodder in the 
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daily proportion of 0*5 kilo, per cow, increased tlxe yield of milk'and 
the weight of the cow when compared with the results obtained from 
cows that received no flesh-meal, but its comparative action on the 
same cows was not ascertained. A. J. C. 

Spent Hops as a Fodder for Cattle. By M. Maercker, and E. 
Wees (Bled. Cents., 1879, 601— 602). — Spent hops are recommended 
as a valuable addition to rich nitrogenous cattle fodder, such as 
grains, &c., on account of the large amount of extractive matter they 
contain, viz , 45*06 per cent, soluble in water, which contained 14*71 per 
cent, sugar from the wort ; 3 30 per cent, protein, and 2*05 ash. Wein’s 
analysis further showed water 11*6 percent., fat 4 52 percent., ash 3 39 
per cent., protein 14 06 per cent., fibre 16*39 per cent., non-nitro- 
genous matter 50 08 per cent, (see also this Journal, Abst, 1879, 
1050). A. J. C. 

Spent Hops as Fodder. By H. Weiske and others (Bled. Cenir ., 
1879, 906—908). — Further researches confirm the results already pub- 
lished that spent hops do not make good fodder, although in unfavour- 
able seasons they may be useful. J. K. C. 

Cacao Bind as Fodder for Calves. By Samek (Bied. Oentr., 
1879, 946). — The milk was gradually replaced by extract of cacao 
rind in the fodder of calves. The animals appeared to thrive on 
the change of diet, although they showed considerable distaste for it. 
An analysis of the pulverised rind gave the following results. In 100 
parts substance : — 

Nitrogen 

Water. Ash. Protein. Fat. Fibre. free extract. 

11*13 7*28 25*87 8*22 13*35 34*15 

J. K. C. 

Influence of the Potato Blossom on the Amount of Pro- 
duce. (Bied. Cents 1879, 634). — 208 centrs. 19 lbs. of tubers were 
obtained from potato plants from which the blossom had been re- 
moved and only 181 centrs. 49 lbs. of tubers from plants not so 
treated. A. J. C. 

Growth of Beets. By P. Behrend and A. Morgen (Bied. Cmtr., 
1879, 6i2 — 613). — The results of the analyses show that a better pro- 
duce was obtained from a sandy soil than from a beet soil. The 
amount of sugar in the two cases from two varieties of beets was 
from a sandy soil 10*46 and 13*90 per cent., from a beet soil 8*35 and 
8*39 pei* cent. A J. O. 

Planting of Sugar Beets. By J. Hanamaot (Bied. Cmtr 1879, 
614 — 617). — The experiments were made on seven different kinds of 
soil and with seed under various conditions of sowing, and the results 
confirm what has been stated previously by other observers that in thick 
sowing — in the author’s experiments the minimum area to each plant 
was 555 square cms. and the maximum 1 ,000 square ems. — the produce 
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of the "beet crop is smaller in quantity, but of higher value in the amount 
of sugar and in the density and purity of the juice than in thin sow- 
ing. According to the space allotted to each plant it was found that 
on one and the same soil the sugar quotient varied from 86 — 91 per 
cent, and in another case from 88 — 98 per cent., and this important 
sugar factor is said to be more affected thereby than by the manuring 
or even by the kind of beet grown. The distance between the plants 
should be small on a humid and matured land, but great on a dry, 
high ground and poor soils. A. J. 0. 

Kesults with Stall-feeding of Sheep. By F. Schnorrenpfetl 
(. Bied . Centr ., 1880, 33 — 34). — The feeding of 10 sheep for purposes 
of exhibition allowed the following comparison between the results of 
their luxurious feeding and that of other members of the same flock 
ordinarily foddered. The flock consisted of 247 Southdown Merinos, 
which were well fed and cared ; live of the best formed wethers and 
five two-year old ewes were carefully selected for stall-feeding. Up 
to 13th of January they received the same food as the remainder of 
the flock, and on that day were shorn and yielded 3*875 kilos, of wool 
in the grease ; from this day they had unlimited supplies of peas, lin- 
seed cake, and rye bread, out of constantly replenished mangers. Each 
day they were littered and fed four times, and each morning the litter 
removed. From the beginning of May, in order to increase their ap- 
petite, the turnips and acorns were sliced and pared and the crust 
removed from the bread ; about the 20th of May the animals took an 
instinctive dislike to over-feeding, but it was continued, and on the 
11th of November the 10 sheep were valued ; the result was, all costs 
of feeding calculated, a surplus of the stall-fed over the ordinary 
sheep of 15*14 marks each. 

The author thinks that it would pay the farmer to liberally nourish 
sheep of good breeds with food similar to human food and in large 
quantities, even so far as to supply it ad libitum , if the farmer could 
find a ready outlet for the unconsumed fodder. J. F. 

Decomposition of Silicates. By J. Lemberg (Bied. Centr., 1879, 
567 — 577).— In the first part of the original paper, of which this is an 
abstract, the author gives a series of analyses of minerals in various 
conditions of decomposition. His experiments on the absorptive power 
of soils lead him to the conclusion that it is a purely chemical action, 
in which the influence of mass is to be regarded according to Berthel- 
lot’s views. On account of the complex character of soils and the dif- 
ferent behaviour of one and the same silicate towards different solu- 
tions of salts, it is impossible to express the absorptive action by an 
empirical rule. The decreased absorptive power which a calcined soil 
has, cannot be due to the decomposition of humus substances or to an 
alteration in the capillarity of the soil. It is even possible that many 
kinds of soils have their absorptive power for some substances increased 
after calcination. 

By treating a potassium silicate with an aqueous solution of car- 
bonic acid! the greater part of the potash is abstracted, hence it is 
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assumed that basic water has been substituted for the potash, and as 
a silicate so treated can re-absorb the base, the author concludes that 
the strong absorptive power of such soils for free potash is partly due 
to the re-forcnation of the decomposed silicate by the substitution of 
basic water by the fixed base. This action is more complicated in the 
soil, as a part of the potash combines with free silicic acid to form a 
soluble silicate, which again combines with hydrated alumina and 
kaolin compounds ; therefore it would be expected that a calcmed soil 
having lost its basic water has undergone a great decrease in its power 
to absorb free potash. 

The supposition that potassium carbonate, when brought into con- 
tact with a silicate which has been deprived of the greater part of its 
potash by the action of carbonic acid water is partly decomposed into 
tree carbonic acid and potash, which latter is taken np by the silicate, 
was confirmed by a senes of experiments which showed that the sili- 
cate behaved in fact as an acid salt, the carbonic anhydride and the 
silicate being apportioned to the potash according to their mass and 
affinity. The substitution of basic water by a fixed base, and moreover 
the possibility of the direct addition of alkaline carbonates to silicates 
without substitution, explain the fact that in many cases more sub- 
stances are absorbed by a soil than correspond with the substances 
eliminated. As ammonia behaves similarly to potash in the replace- 
ment of basic water in silicates, the absorption by a soil of free am- 
monia cannot be regarded as favouring the theory of mechanical absorp- 
tion, nor can the retention by a soil of easily soluble salts. W. Knop’s 
method for estimating humus substances in soils (Landw. Ver&uchs.- 
Stat., 8, 40), which consists in treating the soil with an ammoniacal 
solution of calcium nitrate and calculating the amount absorbed as 
calcium humate, would, according to the author’s statement, give 
incorrect results, as silicates containing basic water behave like weak 
acids, and in this case would retain the lime which would be incor- 
rectly calculated as humate. 

The author controverts at some length the various points which are 
alleged by some observers to be evidence in favour of the theory of 
mechanical absorption. It is evident that silicates in soils undergo the 
same metamorphosis as all other minerals without exception, but a part 
of the silicate is specially prone to enter into chemical exchange with 
dissolved substances. Silicates of the zeolite class are among the most 
rapid absorbents, and on this account Mulder has placed the absorbing 
silicates in this category ; but this property is not confined to zeolites, 
being possessed by several felspatie silicates. 

The author disagrees with the statement of A. Knop that micaceous 
silicates are produced in a soil by the absorption of potash, also with 
the supposition that the degree of absorption is in concordance with 
the amount of bases dissolvable by dilute acids, showing that although 
silicates, which quickly undergo change with solutions of salts, are easily 
decomposed by weak acids, yet the contrary fact does not necessarily 
follow. The degree of absorption is quite arbitrary, and depends 
rather on the substance employed; some constituents of soils can 
quickly absorb potash, others again behave altogether differently. It 
is rather the rule that minerals which are decomposed with difficulty 
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by acids very slowly undergo chemical change, but this only occurs so 
long as the period of action is proportionally short. 

Potash is more readily absorbed by soils and silicates than lime, 
magnesia, or soda. If a silicate which contains potash and soda be 
decomposed by carbonic acid water, the soda is always the first base 
abstracted ; again, the latter is frequently replaced in a soil by potash, 
but potash is seldom replaced by soda. 

The fusion of silicates with fusible salts of the alkalis, alkaline 
earths, and of iron, is analogous in its chemical action to that of an 
aqueous solution of the salt at the ordinary temperature. 

A. J. 0. 

Free Carbonic Anhydride in Soils. By J. Molleb (Bied. Centr ., 
1879, 631). — The amount of carbonic anhydride in the air in soils is 
not much above that contained in the atmosphere. Organic soils con- 
tain in themselves a constant source of carbonic anhydride, and the 
external conditions remaining the same its formation there proceeds 
without much variation. Dry quartz sand has not the property like 
other kinds of soils of condensing carbonic anhydride, the amount of 
which in soils is dependent to a great extent on the porosity of the 
soil and the nature of its stratification. It decreases m amount as the 
soil dries np, bnt a damp soil produces as much as a soil saturated 
with water ; rainfall causes an increase at first, bnt it quickly declines 
in proportion to the rate of surface-evaporation ; the carbonic anhy- 
dride absorbed by the rain is set free and enriches the atmosphere of 
the soil. The amount of carbonic anhydride does not perceptibly in- 
crease with the depth of the soil ; it is higher in unmanured than in 
manured soils. A. J. C. 

Clover Sickness. By A. Emmerling and B. Wagner (Bied. 
Centr., 1879, 578 — 582). — The results of the analyses of the soil and 
of the ash of the affected red clover at first seemed to indicate that the 
cause of the disease was due to the poorness of the soil in potash, but 
further investigation, more especially the results obtained with white 
clover growing in the same soil, showed that no direct conclusions 
could be drawn from the chemical examination. In this particular 
instance the clover sickness is ascribed to a want of proper culture of 
the plant. Bed clover requires a matured soil, deeply tilled, damp, 
and in good culture ; it seldom repays direct dunging. The land had 
only been for a short time in cultivation, and having regard to its 
stony nature had not been tilled sufficiently deep; whilst in many 
parts the soil was poor in humus, and contained an abundance of lime, 
a state conducive to sterility. The general conditions of the Boil being 
unfavourable to the growth of red clover, the plant was less able to 
endure the poverty of the soil in potash. 

White clover requires very different conditions ; it thrives in soils 
not so deep and less cultivated, and once planted, it withstands the 
summer droughts. 

The remedy to be generally applied is to increase the amount of 
humus and nitrogenous matter, to give a supply of phosphoric add 
and potash with greater depth of soil. 
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The poorness of the soil had exercised no perceptible influence on 
the composition of the organic constituents of the clover. 

a. j. a 

Manures for Cabbages and Fruit Trees. By Lauche (BierL 
Centr ., 1879, 591—593). ^ 


Amount of Nitrogen in Forest Trees, and in the Under Litter 

of Leaves. By J. Schroder (Bied. Centr., 1879, 634—635). The 

average amount of nitrogen required to be supplied to forest trees is 
about equal to that given to stalk crops in the form of manure. This 
is supplied to the former in the under litter of leaves, which serves 
the same purpose to the trees as artificial manures to field crops, both 
in its supply of nitrogen and ash constituents. Hence the importance 
of not removing the under litter. A. J. C. 


Employment of Peat as Manure. By T. Nerlinger (Bied. 
Centr., 1879, 883— 885).— Direct application of peat alone to sandy 
soils does not give such good results as to allow of dispensing with 
other kinds of manure, although the yield obtained is greater than if 
the soil had not been manured at all. The author recommends that 
before use the peat should be first mixed with lime and stable drain 

J. K. C. ' 


Guano from the Island of Ichaboe. By B. C. Niederstadt 
(Landw. Yersuchs.-Stat, 24, 269— 270).— The guano is quite recent 
as a rule ; the nitrogen is mainly in organic combination. An original 
sample, known in commerce as “ ammonia-fixed Ichaboe guano,” No. 2 
was analysed with the following result : — * * 9 

CaO. Fe 2 0 3 . MgO. Sand. KOI. EaCl. P,0 K . 

21-04 1-52 0-65 3 35 140 3“25 — 


/ vft m 1 %U 8 P s ?l u P e > 8 12 lns °lnble) ; organic compounds, 21-46 
(with r99 of N, of which 2-89 was present as ammonia): SO, 90-33 
moisture at 105°, 15*75 per cent. = 100-00. J~T ’ 


Natural Phosphates and their Value in Agriculture Bt T 
Hanamann (Bied. Centr., 1879, 631 — 632). ’ * * 


n Manures. By v. Bulow (Bied. 

Oeidr., 1880, 18— 21).— This paper gives the results of certain experi- 
ments on manuring potatoes and beetroots, carried out at the instance 
of an agricultural society m Posen. 

For the potatoes, the soil was well dng in with strong stable manure 
in the autumn, left fallow until the following May, and then divided 
into three portions, the first of which received no artificial manure the 
second was treated with nitrate of soda only, the third received equal 
parts of 20 per cent, superphosphate and nitrate of soda. The several 
quantities idug were :— Unmanured plot, 89, Schifflast; nitiate, 102- 
mtoate ami superphosphate, 107. It follows that the employment of 
nitrate of soda with potatoes pays, the addition of superphosphate 
increases the yield, hnt at a greatly augmented cost, and could only be 
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recommended on large distillery farms, where the freight of a quan- 
tity would be an appreciable consideration. 

In the experiments with beetroots, a very similar course was pursued. 
In the autumn, the plot which contained some unfavourable soil, was 
well tilled with plenty of cowdung. In the spring of the following 
year, three plots were measured off, and all treated with artificial 
manures. No. 1 with 100 lbs. superphosphate ; No. 2, 100 lbs. super- 
phosphate, and 400 lbs. kainit; No. 3, 100 lbs. superphosphate, and 
150 lbs. nitrate soda ; another plot received no artificial manure ; the 
seeds were carefully sown and tended, hoed, and cultivated. The 
results were : without artificials, 200 50 centner ; with superphosphate, 
226 92 ; superphosphate and potash, 243 ; superphosphate and nitrate 
soda, 259*70. 

Everything calculated and allowed for, the additional cost of the 
artificial manures was fully paid, and the three plots left a surplus ; 
the superphosphate paid the best, and in localities where beets are 
largely raised, and the value of them at least 1 mark per centner, super- 
phosphate would amply repay liberal use. J. F. 

Chill Potash Saltpetre. By G. Drechsler {Bied. Centr., 1879, 
582 — 584). — The application of this manure, which contained 
34*26 p.e. potassium nitrate, and 56*18 p.c. sodium nitrate, to sugar 
beets, increased the amount of sugar in the beet by 2*11 and 1*47 p.c. 
above that yielded by beets that were un manured and manured with 
Chili saltpetre respectively. A. J. C. 

Manure Experiments with Superphosphate and Chili Salt- 
petre. By Count Schwerin-Putzar (Bied. Centr., 1879, 584 — 585). — 
Chili saltpetre as a manure for rye, especially on ill-conditioned land, 
gives a greater produce than snperphosphate. A. J. C. 

Lupine Seeds as a Manure. By A. Selmi, C. Costa-Reghini and 
F, Oppenau {Bied. Centr., 1879, 585 — 587). — An experimental inquiry 
as to the relative value of lupine seeds in comparison with bone meal 
and linseed cake meal mixed with sewage, in which the results are in 
favour of the first named. Details are given, showing the pecuniary 
profit accruing from the produce (beans and maize) by the use of each 
kind of manure. t A. J. C. 

Action of Various Manures on the Composition of Must. 
By E Rotondi and A. Galimberti {Bied. Centr., 1879, 590 — 591). — 
The manures employed were respectively lime phosphate, a mixture of 
equal parts of lime phosphat e, potassium nitrate, and gypsnm ; potassium 
nitrate, potassium chloride, sodium nitrate, and ammonium sulphate. 
The conclusions are (a) that the must of the manured vines is slightly 
richer in sugar than that of the unmanured ; (5) potash in combina- 
tion with cMorine appears the most materially to increase the amount 
of sugar in the must; (e) lime phosphate apparently increases the 
tartar, and lessens the amount of free tartaric acid. There is no rela- 
tion between the total acidity of the must and the manure employed. 
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The ash of the must was increased by all the manures, more espe- 
cially by potassium chloride, and less so by sodium nitrate. 

A. J, C. 

Manuring Experiments on Wheat and Rye, By A. Thaeb 
(Bied. Qentr ., 1879, 945). — The manures nsed were as follows: — 
Decomposed guano, with 10 p. c. of soluble phosphoric acid, and the 
same quantity of nitrogen ; dried bone-meal, with 20 p. c. of phosphoric 
add. Prom each half acre were obtained — 


Wheat.* 

Grains. Straw. Chaff. Total. 


Kilos. Kilos. Kilos. Kilos. 
Unmanured , . . . . . 161*0 340 43*0 549 

With guano 232*5 480 60*5 773 

Bye. 

With guano 251*0 720 45 1016*0 


With bone-meal .. 222*5 714 42 983*5 

J. K. C. 

Manuring of Oats. By Brenning (Bied. Centr 1879, 881—882). 
— The soil on which the experiments were conducted had been sown in 
1877 with potatoes, and in 1878 with rye. In the spring of 1879 it 
was divided into eight plots, of 518 square meters each, and treated 
in the following way: — No. 1 was unmanured; No. 2 received 
3*75 kilos, soluble phosphoric acid ; No. 3 was manured with 2*25 kilos, 
nitrogen, as ammonia, and 2*25 kilos, soluble phosphoric add ; No. 4, 
with 5 kilos, soluble phosphoric acid (as guano-superphosphate) ; No. 5, 
2 kilos, nitrogen, as nitrate of soda ; No. 6, 1*95 kilo, nitrogen (in the 
form of decomposed guano), and 7*38 kilos, soluble phosphoric add ; 
No. 7, 1*75 kilo, nitrogen, and 2*38 kilos, soluble phosphoric acid, both 
in the form of decomposed guano ; No. 8, 1*95 kilo, soluble phosphoric 
acid, and 1*60 kilo, nitrogen as nitrate of soda. 

The oats on plots 3, 5, 6, 7, and 8 thrived the best, having a darker 
colour and better growth than the plants on the other plots. On 
plot 4, the plants had during the whole time of growth a very poor 
appearance, and were more backward than those on the unmanured 
plot. The following yields were obtained : — 


Total 
weight of 

Plot. Good oats. Poor oats. com. Straw. Chaff, 
Kilos. Kilos. Kilos. Kilos. Kilos. 

1 147*0 15*5 162*5 312*5 11*5 

2 145*5 6*0 151*5 283*0 10*0 

3 166*5 17*5 184*0 346*0 12*5 

4 110-0 8-0 118-0 205-75 11-25 

5 170-0 12-5 182-5 325-0 10-0 

6 149-5 12-0 161-5 309-0 10-0 

7 159-5 8-0 167-5 320-0 15-0 

8 156-0 11-0 167-0 250-0 13-0 


J. K. O. 


y 
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Manuring of Beetroot. By J. Hanamann (Bied. Gentr ., 1879, 
917 — 919). — As tlie results of three years’ experiments on the manuring 
of beet, the author finds that in the ripe plant there is a constant rela- 
tion between the sugar produced and the potash absorbed by the root of 
about 100 to 2 ; and that a strong nitrogenous manure in a calcareous 
soil produces the same effect as potash. No constant relation between 
the phosphoric acid and sugar was observed. J. K. C. 

Effect of Manures on Growth of Larches and Pines. By 
Hfss and L. Hampel {Bied. Gentr., 1880, 21 — 28). — This paper gives 
the results of two sets of experiments ; one by Hess, on the effect of 
manures on the growth of larch seedlings, carried out in the Collegiate 
Gardens at Giessen; and the other by L. Hampel on pine seedlings, 
at Gusswerk, in Austria. 

In both cases, three garden beds were prepared, one left unmanured 
and the other two manured. The results show a balance in favour of 
the latter, but the differences are not very striking and the experi- 
ments not sufficiently extensive to base any broad conclusions on. 

J. F. 


Analytical Chemistry, 

Method of Measuring High Temperatures. By J. M. Crafts 
and F. Meier ( Oompt . rend., 90, 606 — 608). — This method is de- 
signed specially to determine the temperature employed when using 
V. Meyer’s method of determining vapour-densities, but is generally 
applicable to other cases. A tube of glass or platinum is passed down 
to the bottom of the apparatus, and the air is driven out by a cur- 
rent of some easily absorbable gas, collected in a endiometer, and 
measured at the ordinary temperature. The vapouisdensity determi- 
nation is made immediately afterwards in the same apparatus, as soon 
as the gas has been displaced by dry air or nitrogen. Hydrochloric 
acid gas is preferable, since its complete absorption by water serves as 
an indication of the total expulsion of the air. This gas does not 
attack glass or porcelain vessels, and is not dissociated at 1300°. In 
calculating the temperature, the apparatus must be regarded as con- 
sisting of two parts, one of which is at the temperature to be measured, 
whilst t|ie other is at some lower temperature. The method gives 
satisfactory results. O. H. B. 

Detection and Estimation of Chlorine in presence of Iodine 
and Bromine. By G. Vortmann {Ber^ 13, 825—326). — The method 
proposed is based on the different behaviour of the halogen elements 
towards the peroxides of lead and manganese in the presence of acetic 
acid. Iodides are decomposed by the oxides even in a neutral solu- 
tion, and the separation of the iodine is complete if the liquid be boiled 
with acetic acid. When peroxide of lead is employed, a portion of the 

vol. xxxvm. 2 o 



510 


ABSTRACTS OF CHEMICAL PAPERS* 


iodine is converted into iodic acid, whereas this is not the case with 
peroxide of manganese. Bromides are not decomposed by either 
oxide in a nentral solution. In acetic acid solution only the lead per* 
oxide causes the separation of the bromine, the other oxide having no 
action, and only in the presence of large quantities of bromine is any 
bromic acid formed. Chlorides, on the other hand, are affected by 
neither oxide either in neutral or acetic acid solution. 

Tn order to detect chlorine then in the presence of the other halo- 
gens, the substance is boiled with lead peroxide and acetic acid until 
the liquid becomes colourless, and smells no longer of bromine or 
iodine, any iodic acid which may have been formed is got rid of by 
filtering the mixture from the lead iodate and the excess of oxide used. 
The filtrate now contains all the chlorine free from both bromine and 
iodine. The method also serves for the quantitative determination of 
chlorine in presence of the other two halogens. 

When the chlorine is present in large quantity together with iodine, 
it is better to use manganese peroxide so as to avoid the formation of 
the difficultly soluble lead chloride ; and when there is a large 
quantity of chlorine together with bromine, a little potassium sulphate 
should be used along with the lead peroxide, so that all the chloride 
may be present as potassium salt. T. 0. 

Parkes's Method of Estimating Copper. By R. Ulbbicht 
(Landw. Versuchs.-Stat 24, 258 — 267). — The first and only part here 
given of an article on mud and wine analyses is taken up with detailed 
results of an examination of Parkes’s method. Very good results are 
obtained when the standardising of the cyanide solution and titration 
of the copper solution are made under the same conditions, that is, 
when in both cases the Bame quantity of nitric acid, the same quantity 
of free ammonia, and the same quantity of ammonium salts are 
present ; also when the resulting solutions have the same volume, the 
cyanide solution is added in the same time and in the same manner, 
and the amount of copper is about the same in both. The cyanide solu- 
tion is standardised daily. Under these conditions the method serves 
very well for the determination of the copper precipitated by Fehling’s 
sugar determination process. J. T. 

Use of Smithson's Pile for the Detection of Mercury in 
Mineral Waters. By J. Lefort (Compt. rend., 90, 141—143). — 
Orfila objected to the voltaic couple of tin and gold, devised by Dr. 
Smithson for the detection of small quantities of mercury, alleging 
that when it was allowed to remain for some time in the suspected 
solution, traces of tin were dissolved, which, re-depositing upon the 
gold plate, caused the latter to become whitened even in absence of 
mercury. 

The author shows that this deposition of the tin is liable to take 
place, but that no real error can result, since the metal not being vola- 
tile cannot be sublimed, there is therefore no sublimate to be sub- 
mitted to the vapour of iodine, whereby an essential part of the 
operation as conducted by; Smithson is omitted. Such, however, is 
pot tiie case with arsenical solutions ; the arsenic deposits upon 
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the gold with great readiness, and the coated foil when heated in 
a closed tnbe, yields a sublimate, which, although not exactly resem- 
bling the mercurial sublimate, becomes red from formation of arsenic 
iodide, when acted on by iodine vapour. The colour of the arsenic 
iodide under these conditions is very similar to that of mercuric iodide, 
and it becomes necessary to use the microscope in order to distinguish 
them. 

The water from the Rocher spring at St. Nectaire (Puy-de-Ddme) 
was examined by this process some time ago, and was stated to con- 
tain mercury ; this statement is now contradicted, it being shown to 
contain arsenic and not mercury. 

In a similar manner, the presence of arsenic has been detected 
in the mineral water of Bourboule ; and doubtless this element 
might be shown to be present in many other waters if they were 
carefully examined by this process, or by some other method of equal 
delicacy. J. W. 

Separation of Minerals of Greater Density than Quartz, by 
means of Fused Mixtures of Lead and Zinc Chlorides. By R. 
BrISon (Corrupt, rend., 90 , 626 — 627). — The density of lead chloride in 
a state of fusion is 5, of zinc chloride 2*4 ; by mixing these two sub- 
stances, a liquid of any required density between the two extremes is 
easily obtained and may be employed to separate minerals of different 
densities. The mixture of salts is fused in a test-tube, and the powdered 
mineral is thrown in little by little : after some time the tube is allowed 
to cool, and is then broken. In this way, a solid cylinder is obtained 
in which the various minerals are arranged in the order of their 
densities. The lead and zinc salts may be easily removed by boiling 
with pure water or with dilute acetic acid. C. H. B. 

Physico-chemical Analysis of Clay-soils. By F. Sestuu (Qaz- 
zetta, 10 , 57). — The author regards Schloesing’s method ( Corrupt . 
rend., 78, 1276), although tedious and troublesome, as the only one 
which permits of a satisfactory determination of the amount of clay in 
a soil. He finds, however, that it is better to give twelve washings 
instead of six, and to diminish the time of settling from 24 to 12 
hours. He also recommends that a earners hair pencil should be used 
when rubbing up the soil with the water. In this way very satisfac- 
tory results are obtained. C. E. G. 

Physico-chemical Analysis of Clay-soils. By IS". Pellegrini 
(Lanckv. Versnchs.-StaL, 25, 48—52). — The author compares the 
methods of Nbebel and Schloesing. With a clay-soil from Orciano, 
near Pisa, Noebel’s method gave sand 1'471 per cent., clayey consti- 
tuents 87*315, soluble and loss 1*560, organic and volatile 9*654. 
Schloesing’s for the same clay gave sandy constituents 32*075 per 
cent., clayey 87*670, earthy carbonates 20*200, organic and volatile 
10*255. With the same soil, Masure’s method gave sandy constituents 
13*358, clayey constituents 71*899. Knop’s method, sandy constituents 
21*208, clayey constituents 64*432; the differences are enormous. 
Schloesing’s method is the best. J. T. 
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Estimation of Glycerol in Wine. By H. Ratxaud (Bull. Soc. 
Cltihi. [2" 1 , 33 , 259 — 262). — The wine is evaporated to one-fifth of its 
original Volume, and the alkalis precipitated with hydrofluosilicic 
acid and alcohol. The filtered solution is treated with a slight excess 
of baryta, mixed with sand and evaporated in a vacuum. The residue 
is extracted with a mixture of equal volumes of alcohol and ether ; the 
extract is evaporated, and the residue kept in a vacuum over phos- 
phoric anhydride for 24 hours to eliminate the last traces of moisture 
and then weighed. The glycerol obtained sometimes leaves an ash on 
evaporation. The impure glycerol, after extracting the alkalis, does 
not contain one-tenth of its weight of non-volatile substances. 

L. T. o’s. 

Estimation of Glucose. By Battandier (J. Pharm. Chim . [5], 
1, 221 — 222). — Glucose in urine may be estimated with greater cer- 
tainty by using ammoniacal Fehling’s solution than with the ordinary 
solution. 100 c.c. of Fehling’s solution are treated with 250 c.c. ammo- 
nia, and the mixture made np to 1 liter. 200 c.c. of this solution (= 0 10 
grain glucose) are put in a flask, provided with a cork in which two 
tubes are inserted, one is connected with a Mohr’s burette containing 
the urine, the other allows access to the air. The contents of the 
flask are brought to boiling, and the urine added drop by drop from 
the burette until the colour of the solution disappears. 

L. T. O’S. 

Volumetric Estimation, of Sugar by an Ammoniacal Copper 
Test, giving Reduction without Precipitation. By F. W. Pavy 
(Proe. Boy. Soc., 28 , 260). — By adding ammonia to Fehling’s solution, 
a clear blue solution is obtained which is reduced by sugar to a per- 
fectly colourless solution without any precipitation of cuprous oxide. 
With the solution prepared in this way, it is found that 1 atom of 
sugar reduces 6 atoms of cupric oxide instead of 5. When, however, 
caustic poiash, in the proportion of 5 grams to 20 c.c. of the ammo- 
niated test (one-tenth of Fehling’s solution), was added, the amount of 
copper reduced was brought back to the normal 5 atoms. 

o. w. w. 

Estimation of Starch in Potatoes. By Siewert (Landw. 
Tersuchs.-Stat., 24 , 427 — 484). — The author criticises methods given 
by Heidepriem and Holdefleibs, and remarks that his results differ 
from those of Maercker. He treats the potato cut up into small 
pieces with 14 per cent, solution of tartaric acid for four hours on a 
paraffin-bath at 112 — 115° C., shaking it frequently. After cooling, it 
is made up to a fixed volume, filtered, and a measured volume again 
heated gradually with 30 drops of concentrated sulphuric acid up to a 
temperature of 112 — 115° 0., by which the sugar becomes inserted. 
A slight excess of Fehling’s solution is used, and the cuprous oxide 
filtered off, roasted for 1 — hours, and weighed until constant. 

By this process, the use of diastase -and two sugar determinations is 
avoided. At a lower temperature than 110° C., and in less than four 
hours, all the starch is not converted into sugar ; whilst at a tempera- 
ture above 115° <3., the liquid begins to be discoloured : on heating for 
six hours, most of the sugar is inverted. J. T. 
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Estimation of Starch in Potatoes. By P. Bbhrend, M. 
Maercker, and A. Morgen (Landw. Versuchs.-Stat 25, 107 — 165). — 
The authors find that all the starch can be extracted by water alone 
by heating at 135 — 140° C. for four hours, and after cooling to 90°, 
filtering it quickly through an asbestos plug by the aid of a Bunsen 
pump. To convert into sugar, the filtrate is heated with hydrochloric 
acid on the water-bath for three hours. After nearly neutralising with 
potash solution, lead acetate is added, the precipitate separated by 
filtration, and the excess of lead removed by sulphuric acid. The 
sugar is determined by Fehlmg’s solution, which only gives good 
results when used under constant conditions. The precipitated copper 
oxide is reduced in hydrogen and weighed as metal. Working always 
with the same volume of Fehling’s solution and sugar solution, the 
amount of sugar is obtained from the weight of copper by reference 
to a curve previously prepared. 

The amount of starch averages about 5*75 per cent, less- than the 
dry substances in the potato, but the amount can only be very roughly 
estimated from the specific gravity. J. T. 

Estimation of Urea. By A. Fauconnier (Bull. Soe. Chim. [2], 
33, 103 — 105). — On repeating the experiments of Mehu on the action 
of alkaline hypochlorites and hypobromites on urea in presence of 
saccharose and glucose, the author confirms the results of Esbach, 
that the theoretical quantity of nitrogen is not evolved when saccha- 
rose is present ; but in presence of glucose, results corresponding with 
theory were obtained. This is due to the formation of a small 
quantity of nitric acid which is reduced by glucose, but not attacked 
by saccharose. L. T. O’S. 

Estimation of Urea in Urine. By Jay (Bull. Soc. Chim, [2] y 33, 
105 — 106). — The quantity of gas evolved by urea when treated with 
sodium hypobromite, is influenced by the quantity of cane-sugar 
present, notwithstanding that cane-sugar alone when treated with 
sodium hypobromite yields no gas. When grape-sugar is treated with 
sodium hypobromite, appreciable quantities of gas are evolved ; con- 
sequently, neither cane-sugar nor glucose can be employed in the 
determination of nrea. L. T. O’S. 

Lactic Fermentation. By P. Cazeneuve (/. Pharm* Chim . [5], 
1, 212 — 215). — Saccharose, glucose, and lactose, in presence of urine 
in which the nrea is converted into ammonium carbonate, undergo 
lactic fermentation, which, if sufficient sugar is present, continues 
until all the ammonia is converted into ammonium lactate. The 
microscopic examination has shown that besides bacteria, the lactic 
ferment discovered by Pasteur is present ; and experiment proves that 
dilute urine is best suited for its development. In esti mating glucose 
in diabetic urine, errors are likely to occur from this source* 

L. T. O'S. 

Estimation of Non-albuminous Nitrogen-compounds in 
Plants. By O. Kellner (Landw. Versuchs.-Stat.^ 24, 439 — 453)*— 
The author discusses various methods, but gets the best results with 

2 o 2 
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the following : — Ten grams of the finely pulverised substance is heated 
for hours with 300 c.c. of a 30—40 per cent, solution of alcohol 

containing a few drops of acetic acid ; after cooling, an aliquot 
part is taken, filtered, evaporated, taken up with water, and treated 
with lead acetate to precipitate albuminous compounds. Kern pro- 
posed phosphotungstic acid, instead of lead acetate, but the author 
found that they gave almost identical results, except in the case of 
plants containing alkaloids, as peptones were found to be absent from 
the extracts, or present in traces only. The different results given by 
the two methods will serve as a direct measure of the amount of 
alkaloid nitrogen present in the plant during the period of flowering 
and afterwards; but during earlier plant-life, the presence of peptone, 
not precipitated by lead acetate, gives a difference in the results. To 
the alkaloids and peptones, a third nitrogen-compound must be added, 
whose presence has frequently been observed, namely, nitric acid; in 
cases where it occurs, a slight loss in nitrogen may result on evapo- 
rating the acid plant extract, due to the reaction of nitric acid on amides. 
The nitrates should be decomposed before evaporating by dropping the 
extract into a solution of ferrous chloride, mixed with hydrochloric 
acid, and heated on the water- bath ; the residue is heated for ten 
minutes at a temperature of 100°. The nitrogen is then determined 
in the residue. J. T. 

Analysis of Milk. By L. Janke {Bled. Oentr 1879, 927).— The 
author remarks that a very large number of analyses at various times 
should be made for each locality, in order to fix a minimum in the 
quality of the milk. Out of lU3 samples, the poorest milk had a 
sp. gr. of 1*0275, 9*04 per cent, of solids and 1*60 per cent, of fat. 

J. K. C. 

Adulteration of Coffee with Chicory. By Prtoier (J. Fix arm. 
Chim. [5], 1, 222 — 224). — To detect the presence of chicory in coffee, 
the microscopic examination is the best method, but as this is not 
always possible, the following method may be employed. The ground 
coffee is spread on a sheet of white paper. The grains of coffee 
present an angular fracture, whilst chicory has an amorphous appear- 
ance, and is of a darker colour ; the suspected grains are picked out 
.with a needle ; the coffee grains jump away from, or are split by it, 
whereas the chicory grains, being softer, are easily penetrated. The 
softer grains when crushed carefully between the teem produce a gritty 
sensation like fine sand. If chicory is present, its flavour also is more 
of an acid hitter, than the aromatic bitter taste of coffee. 

Chicory may be estimated in coffee as follows; — About 2 grams of 
dried ground coffee are sifted in a hair sieve from the fine dust, which 
consists of pure coffee; the larger grains are macerated with cold water 
for some hours, and then thrown on a piece of stretched cloth and rubbed 
with the fingers, when the chicory is forced through, whilst the coffee 
grains remain on the cloth. The coffee is then collected, dried, mixed 
with the dnst, and weighed ; the loss in weight gives the weight of 
chicory, L. T, CrS. 
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Determination of Wine-extract, By Nes^i/cb (Jjdndw. Vevsuths.-. 
Stat., 24 , 284 — 289). — The amount of extract may vary from 1*2 per 
cent, to 3 per cent, or more ; 1*7 per cent, may be tak en as a normal 
amount, and it may be made up as follows : — Non-volatile acids, 0*5 ; 
salts, albuminoids, and other constituents, 0*5 ; glycerol, 0*7 ; acetic 
acid, which boils at 120°, is often present in wine, a considerable 
amount of it goes off during the evaporation, but the last portions 
are not expelled by several hours’ drying. The presence of glycerol 
causes a loss of weight during the drying at 100° ; 1 gram of gly- 
cerol lost on an average *043 gram per hour for 18 hours. It is not 
advisable to heat until all the glycerol is expelled, and so to exclude 
it from the extract. The author proposes evaporating to a syrup, 
and then heating at 100° for four hours. 

The following process is employed at the Versuch- Station, Weis- 
baden : — A weighed porcelain-boat, charged with dry quartz-sand, is 
heated in the water-bath, and 5 c.c. of wine are slowly dropped into 
it. The boat is then placed in a stream of coal-gas previously passed 
over calcium chloride. The boat is then cooled and weighed. 

Halenke evaporates for six hours on the water-bath, and then stands 
in a vacuum over sulphuric acid for twelve hours. J. T. 


Technical Chemistry. 


Rapidity of Germ-diffusion in the Air. By I. Soyka (Bied. Oentr. 7 
1880, 71 — 72). — The close connection between putrefactive and disease 
germs led the author to make some experiments intended to test the 
rapidity of dissemination of the foimer. The apparatus employed was 
of extreme simplicity, consisting of a pear-shaped flask partly filled 
with a solution of meat extract. Into this flask was led a tube which 
communicated with the outer air, first passing over a quantity of dried 
and powdered putrid blood. The air did not pass through the solution 
which was being experimented on. 

The experiments were mado with air currents of different velocities, 
and the author found it impossible to determine minimum rate of speed 
which would not convey the germs. He concludes that a very slight 
motion of the air almost, if not altogether imperceptible, is sufficient 
to convey them ; much, however, depends on the lightness of the 
putrefactive matter, and the liability of the receptive substance to 
infection. He asserts also, and this appears worthy of further investi- 
gation, that when the air is thoroughly saturated with aqueous vapour, 
the putrefactive effects were not visible. J. J*. 

Antiseptic Action of Salicylic Acid. By A. Schtotz (J* pr. 
Chem. [2], 21 , 380— 382).— In order to ascertain what substances 
combine with salicylic acid, the author has treated solutions of bodies 
tabulated below, with given weights of salicylic acid. ^ The amount of 
unaltered acid was determined by extracting the solutions with a given 
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volume of ether, and that of the combined acid by extraction with ether 
after acidifying with hydrochloric acid. 

1. Nitrogenous Substances . — Asparagine, amygdaline, allantoin, urea, 
albumin, and gelatin. 

II. Organic Salts . — Ammonium tartrate, sodium tartrate, Rochelle 
salt, dipotassium tartrate, potassium hydrogen tartrate, calcium tar- 
trate, ammonium, sodium, and potassium malates. 

III. Inorganic Salts , — Ammonium, sodium, and potassium phos- 
phates, calcium pyrophosphate, ammonium, sodium, and potassium 
chlorides, and ammonium nitrate. 

The experiments show that amongst the nitrogenous bodies, only 
gelatin and urea combine with salicylic aoid. And in the case of salts, 
that only the sodium and ammonium salt of acids having weaker acid 
properties than salicylic acid, can combine with it. Potassium and 
calcium salts do not combine at all with salicylic acid. 

The anthor concludes that the power of salicylic acid to prevent 
fermentation is greater than it was supposed to be by Elolbe and 
E. Meyer (J'.pr. Ohem . [2], 12, 134). P« P. B. 

Adulteration of Bone Meal with Phosphorite. By A. v. 
Wachtel (ibid., 632 ). 

Chemical Technological Notes. By E. Donath (Dingl. polyt 
233, 78 — 81). — 1. On the Use of Heavy Spar in the Manufacture of Glass . 
— An Austrian firm brought out a product which they called “ plate 
glass composition,” as a substitute for lime and soda in the manufac- 
ture of glass. The authors on analysis declared it to be an intimate 
mixture of powdered heavy spar and wood charcoal. 

Baryta cannot take the place of potash or soda, but by increasing 
the number of bases in glass, a greater proportion of basic oxides may 
be introduced, and therefore less alkaline salts would be necessary. 

Glass made with barium compounds has a higher specific gravity 
and brighter lustre than ordinary glass, but their high price stands 
in the way of their being largely used. 

2. The Composition of Various Kinds of Mirror Glass . — Analysed by 
the author. 


Constituents. 

German 

plate 

glass. 

French. 

Rhenish. 

So-called 

German 

plate-mass. 

English. 

Silicic acid 

11 *46 

73*64 

72 *22 

mm 

72*32 

Oxides of iron and alumina 

0*51 

1*40 

1*53 

m ■ 

1*15 

lime 

11*16 

14*58 

15*45 


12 *64 

Magnesia 

traces 

0*30 

traces 

traces 

traces 

Soda 

16*17 


10*80 

18*61 

13*18 


The author concludes that owing chiefly to the proportion of silica 
and lime, the French glass is the best and the Rhenish next to it, and 
very nearly as good. 
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3. A Test for Free Mineral or Organic Acids . — Potassium iodide is 
decomposed with liberation of iodine by potassium dichromate only 
when there is present free chromic acid, and as the latter is only pro- 
duced by the action of free mineral acids, this may serve in many 
ways as a mode of analysis. The author employs carbon bisulphide 
as the test for free iodine in the solution. W. T. 

Explosion of a Platinum Still used for Concentrating Sul- 
phuric Acid. By F. Ejjhlmaot (Bull Soc . Ohim . [2], 33, 50—52) 
— A platinum still, holding about 300 liters, and capable of concen- 
trating 6,000 — 7,000 kilos, of acid in 24 hours, was stopped for repairs, 
and all the acid run out except about 40 kilos. Some water was in- 
troduced into the still by a syphon, and the mixture gently heated 
for three or four hours in order to clean the apparatus. 

An explosion suddenly occurred which tore the still and still-head 
into fragments, projecting some to a distance of 30 meters, and dis- 
persed the brick setting on all sides. The explosion was preceded by 
a slight hissing sound, which warned the workmen just in time for 
escape. 

The author explains the occurrence by the liberation of a large 
volume of vapour caused by the sudden mixture of the acid and water 
at a high temperature. Taking the figui es of Favre and Silbermann, 
he shows that enough heat would be produced by the mixture of 
40 kilos, of sulphuric acid with water at 18° to generate 18 — 20 cubic 
meters of vapour. At 100°, the temperature at which the explosion 
occurred, the effect would of course be much greater. Experiments on 
a small scale show that an explosion is always produced when not less 
than 10 equivalents of water are suddenly mixed with 1 equivalent of 
acid. J. M. H. M. 

Picking of Grapes. By 0. Weigelt (Bied. Oentr ., 1870, 931).— 
From analytical results, the author entertains favourable opinions of 
the stripping off of the berries and allowing the skins to ferment, in 
the production of wine. J. K. C. 

Time of First Drawing of Wine. By C. Weigelt and O. Saare 
(Bied. Gentry 1879, 930). — The authors arrive at the conclusion that 
all wines which are obtained from must rich in nitrogen should be 
drawn early. J. K. 0. 

Clearing Action of Spanish Earth. By 0. Weigelt and 
O. Saare (Bied, C&ntr ., 1879, 932).— Experiments on the clearing of 
wine by means of Spanish earth showed that the quantity of nitro- 
gen in the wine was much diminished by its addition. J. 3L 0. 

Density of the Mash. By M. Marcher (Bied. Centra 1879, 
619 — 621). — Comparison is made between the two methods of mash- 
ing in alcoholic fermentation, viz., thick and thin mashing, and the 
advantage which is said to lie with the latter method is not confirmed 
by the author, who is in favour of a thick mash at a concentration 
of 22—24° Sac., which appears to be the working limit most favour- 
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able to fermentation, both with regard to the purity and the amount 
of alcohol obtained. There is the objection, however, that so concen- 
trated a mash necessitates larger mash-tubs. A. J. 0. 

Apparatus for Quick Fermentation. By Hammer (Bied. Cents., 
1879, 939 — 940). — By means of this arrangement, of which a full 
description is given, the percentage of sugar in mash after ten hours’ 
fermentation ma y be reduced from 18 to 10. J. EL C. 

Malt Combings a Source of Yeast. By F. W. Marquardt (Bied. 
Cents., 1880, 69 — 71). — Dried malt combings contain a certain amount 
of protein substances soluble in not too dilute solutions of potato-sugar, 
and not too dilute molasses, which serve as nourishment to the fer- 
ments generated. 

Working upon this fact, the author has deduced and perfected a 
plan, which he has patented, for the preparation of yeast for dis- 
tillery purposes, and also for the manufacture of compressed yeast 
for domestic use. 

The method employed may be briefly described as the saturation of 
the combings with the requisite quantity of potato-sugar or molasses 
solution (say a solution of the strength 15 per cent. Bolling to every 
6 — 7 parts takes 1 part of combings), which contains as much actual 
sugar as combings employed. It is left for 18 hours, with frequent 
stirrings ; the filaments are then separated, the liquor heated to 20 — 
24° Reaumur (25 — 30° C.), a little fresh working bairn added, and the 
mixture left in fermenting tubs or other suitable vessels with access 
of air, the head-barm removed, and the bottoms pressed, with or 
without the addition of starch according to the use for which it is 
intended. For extensive distillery purposes, a mash of potatoes, maize, 
or neutral molasses is at once added instead of the sngar solution. 

100 kilos, of combings are calculated to produce 25 — 35 kilos, of 
fine active pressed yeast, and the author believes that 1 kilo, of dry 
malt combings contains as much protein matter as 2^ kilos, of dry 
malt. J. F. 

On Frothy Fermentation. By E. Batter (Bied. Cent?., 1879, 
941 — 944). — The reason of the frothing which sometimes occurs in 
the fermentation of potato mash lies, according to the author, in the 
peculiar organisms developed, and not in the mechanical condition of 
the liquid. When mash mixed with bottom-yeast, and kept for some 
time without additional yeast food, is suddenly supplied with yeast 
nutriment at a temperature which favours top fermentation, frothy 
decomposition at once sets in. By careful selection of the yeast this 
may be altogether prevented. J, EL 0. 


Surface Fermentation of Potato Mash. Souring of Yeast. 
By M. Djblbruob: and others (Bied. Cents., 1879, 621—627). — It is 
shown that potato spirit and pressed yeast can be advantageously 
prepared with the same mash, and that there are no grounds of objec- 
tion against such a process (see also Bied. Cents., 1879, 220 ; this 
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The souring of yeast proceeds very actively if the temperature 
happens to reach 40° It , and if the mash has been made at 50° R. 
no after cooling of the yeast will arrest it. It is suggested to ensure 
a uniform acidification by adding soured yeast to the yeast at 40° R., 
and in order to avoid excess of acidity, a saccharine mash is added 
to it on the second day after it has been cooled. A. J. 0. 

Fermentations produced in preparing Syrups from Beet 
Juice by Diffusion. By A. Millot and Maquenne (Bull. Soc . Ohim . 
[2], 32 , 611 — 613).— -In treating beetroots (some of which had been 
frozen) by the diffusion process, the authors noticed a deficiency of 
aboat 1 per cent, of sugar in the liquors and residue as compared with 
that originally in the beet juice. They have traced this loss to fer- 
mentations set up during the diffusion, the products of which are car- 
bonic acid, hydrogen, and butyric acid. Ethyl butyrate was also 
found, but this was probably formed during the analysis. The authors 
suppose that the acetous fermentation goes on as long as oxygen is 
present in the diffusion vat, and that when this is exhausted the 
butyric fermentation commences, of which hydrogen is one of the pro- 
ducts. J. M. H. M. 

Proportion of Sugar to the Weight of Beetroots. By 
E. Feltz and E. Briem (Bied. Omtr ., 1880, 59 — 60).— Feltz made 
13 exhaustive laboratory experiments, but on a large scale, using 
18 kilos, in each, in order to determine the relation between the 
weights of the roots and the sugar contained in their juice. The 
general results arrived at are that the richness of the juice in the 
sugar is the greater as the juice is thicker, that the smaller sized 
roots generally yield the thickest and consequently the richest juice, 
although it cannot be given as an absolutely fixed rule that the smaller 
the root the greater the proportion of sugar, but it is sufficiently proved 
for technical purposes. The most satisfactory results were obtained 
from roots weighing 200 — 300 grams ; those from 300 — 400 were but 
slightly inferior ; above that weight, however, the percentage of sugar 
rapidly declined. J. F. 

Analyses of Sugar. By J. Moser and others (Bied. Centr., 1879, 
926). — Y ery many samples of raw sugar from various sources have 
been analysed by means of Sachsse’s modification of 'Knapp’s method. 
The solution used consisted of 18 grams mercuric iodide, 25 potassium 
iodide, and 80 potash, dissolved up to a liter. 40 c.c. of this solution 
correspond to 0*1342 gram of dextrose. J. K. 0. 

Bassia Longifolia. By A. Riche and A. Remont (J. Fharm . Chim. 
[5], 1, 215 — 218 ). — JBassia longifolia , a tree of the order Lapetem, con- 
tains a large amount of sugar. The bark and leaves are used in 
medicine, and the seeds contain a fatty substance known as “ butter of 
Allipa.” The flowers when dry have much the appearance of dried 
raisins, and contain abont 61 per cent, of fermentable sugar and about 
8*5 per cent, of crystallisable sugar. The fatty substance melts at a 
higher temperature than other similar bodies, and therefore might be 
used in the manufacture of tapers. B. T. O’S. 
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Valuation of Baw Sugar. By E. Stammer ( Bietf . Centr., 1870, 
929). — The author thinks that 5 is too high a multiple of the quantity 
of salts contained in Taw sugar to be used in valuation, and considers 
that only 3*5 times the percentage of salts present should be subtracted 
from the total quantity of sugar present in order to give the possible 
yield of refined sugar. J. K. 0. 

Suint. By E. Schulze and J. Barbieri (Bled. Gentr 1879, 596— 
598). — The authors have investigated a peculiar kind of sheep sweat 
of a “ pitch-like ” character, containing a large quantity of fatty 
matter, of which 84 per cent- is described as being difficultly soluble 
in alcohol. The portion soluble in alcohol differed from that of 
ordinary suint in containing no cholesterin in the free state, and in 
giving only a very small quantify even by saponification. In other 
respects there was no essential difference in the nature of this kind of 
suint and the ordinary sheep sweat as described in Schulze’s previous 
papers (this Journal, 1873, 920 and 1219; 1874, 1079). Expressed 
on the raw wool, the amount of fatty matter was in these cases found 
to be 34*19 per cent. (m. p. 35*5°), 35*16 (m. p. 37°), and 36*31 
(m. p. 44°), and the amount soluble in water 9*76, 13 77, and 12*15 
per cent, respectively, whilst ordinary wool, in two examples qnoted 
amongst others, contained 7*17 and 14*66 per cent, fatty matter, with 
21*13 and 21*83 per cent, soluble in water. The aqueous solution con- 
tained no potash soap, and this peculiarity, together with the large 
amount of fatty matter, explains the fact that this kind of wool is so 
imperfectly cleansed by water. The ether extract of the wool con- 
sisted of pure fatty matter, whilst that of ordinaiy wool always con- 
tains potassium oleate. In addition to inorganic compounds, the 
aqueous solution is said to contain an organic acid, the nature of 
which has not been examined. A. J. C. 

Destructive Action of Wood on Salicylic Acid. By H, 
Kolbe (J. pr. Chen . [2], 443 — 447). — Water, to which salicylic acid 
has been added in proportion of 0*1 gram to the liter, may be kept for a 
year in a glass vessel and will then be found to be quite fresh ,• but if 
double the amount of the acid is added to water in a wooden cask or 
in a glass vessel containing wood, the water becomes bad* and the 
acid totally disappears ; it cannot be detected either in the water or 
the wood. The same result was obtained on substituting wine for 
water. 

In what way the acid is destroyed is an open question. 

G. T. A. 

Analyses of Milk. By J. Moser and F. Soxhlet (Bied. Omtr, 9 
1879, 934—937).— In the samples of condensed milk analysed, the 
percentage of water varied from 24 to 30, fat from 7*5 to 11 and 
casein from 9 to 11. The sp. gr. of goat’s milk varied from 1*027 to 
1*045. Mare’s milk was found to contain 92 per cent, of water, and 
about 1*5 per cent, of casein. j\ q 
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Effect of Light on Chemical Compounds. By T. P. Blunt 
(Analyst, 1880, 79 — 81). — The author finds that solutions of certain 
compounds when exposed to the light undergo decomposition. A 
solution of oxalic acid may be kept for any length of time in the dark, 
whereas if exposed to the light it rapidly undergoes decomposition; 
some solutions exposed to the light for six months in test-tubes 
stoppered with cotton wool, lost all traces of acidity. Dilute solu- 
tions of alkaline oxalates undergo similar oxidation, notably am mo- 
nium oxalate. 

In the dark, dilute permanganate solution may be kept for months 
unchanged. 

Prom experiments with potassium iodide, the author concludes that 
the oxidation is due to the effect of light alone, without the interven- 
tion of any acid. 

Perrons iodide, however, requires exposure to the brightest possible 
light to prevent decomposition. L. T. O’S. 

A New Voltaic Condenser. By — - D’Arsonval (Compt rend 
90 , 166 — 167). — The action of secondary piles, such as those devised 
by Plants, is very energetic for a short time, but not lasting. An 
attempt was therefore made to discover the causes which limit the 
condensing power of the lead-plate couple, and if possible to rectify 
them. The gaseous state of the oxidisable metal (hydrogen) unques- 
tionably limits the action, and this soon attains a maximum, which it 
is impossible to exceed, the lead plate becoming covered with a layer 
of dioxide which protects the metal from further oxidation. A cell 
was therefore devised in which a zinc plate was used in connection 
with a carbon one, the latter being surrounded with very fine leaden 
shot (dust-shot) in order to increase enormously the surface of the 
lead, and the whole was excited with a solution of zinc sulphate. On 
passing a current from the carbon to the zinc through a couple thus 
constructed, the zinc salt is decomposed, and the metal deposited on 
the zinc plate, the oxygen forms lead dioxide, whilst the sulphuric 
acid remains free ; the deposit of oxidisable metal is thus unlimited, 
and the oxygen can be accumulated in very large quantity. With a 
couple containing only 1 kilo, of shot, the author succeeded in work- 
ing a Deprez electromotor for four hours. 

In practice, the zinc plate may be replaced by a mercury pole ; the 
electromotive force of such a couple was found to be 2T volts. The 
lead plate also may be replaced by several other substances, bnt 
nothing else seemed to give such satisfactory results. J. W. 

Determination of High Temperatures. By H. St. Olaibk 
DmiliiE and L. Tboost (Oompt rend., 90 , 727 — 780). — The thermo- 
metric apparatus consists of a cylindrical reservoir of porcelain, of at 
least 50 c.c. capacity, furnished with a capillary porcelain tube about 

vol. xxxvrn. 2 p 
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0*3 mm . long, to which is attached a three-way stopcock communicat- 
ing with the air, and, by means of an almost capillary lead tube, with 
a Sprengel pump. The thermometer is placed in a refractory glazed 
earthen tube, packed with asbestos and heated in a furnace fed with 
petroleum. The temperature of this furnace can be adjusted by regu- 
lating the flow of oil by means of a sensitive stopcock. When the 
temperature has become constant, communication between the reser- 
voir, the air, and the pump is cut off. The tube connecting the 
thermometer to the pump is first rendered vacuous, the stopcock is 
then opened, and the gas (nitrogen) contained in the thermometer is 
pumped out into a graduated tube, and its volume determined with 
the greatest possible accuracy. The necessary correction for the 
capillary portion of the thermometer is ascertained by determining 
the volume of gas in a tube of the same length and diameter, placed 
at its side, and which the authors term a compensator. 

C. H. B. 

Heat of Formation of the Oxides of Nitrogen. By Bubthelot 
(Oomph, rend., 90, 779 — 784). — The author has determined the heat 
of formation of nitric oxide by exploding cyanogen and ethylene 
respectively, first with this gas and afterwards with oxygen, and 
measuring the amount of heat evolved in each case. The heat of 
formation of nitrous oxide was determined by exploding it with carbon 
monoxide. The results, together with those of experiments on the 
heat of formation of other nitrogen compounds are given in the follow- 
ing tables : — 

L 


Cals. 

N a 4 - O ...... = N 3 0 gas — 20*6 

Na 4- Oa = NaOa gas —43*2 

N a + Os = N 2 0 3 gas — 22*2 dis. — 8*4 

Na 4" O 4 = NaO* gas — 5*2 liq. 4" 3 4 

Na + O 5 =N 2 0 5 gas - 1*2 liq. 4 " 3*6 sol. 4 - 11‘8 dis. 4-28*6 


N 4 - 0 3 4- H . . = HNOsgas 4 - 34*0 liq. 4-41*6 sol. 4-42*2 dis. 4-48*8 

N 4 - H 3 = NHagas 4-12*2 dis. 4-210 

N 4 - Hs 4- O . . = NH 3 O dis. 4-19*0 
0 + N = CN gas —37*3 


II. 

Nitrates . 

Cals. 

IT + O, + K 

= KUO* 

+118-7 

N + O s + Na .... 

= NaJSOs . . . . 

+ 110-6 

N 2 4- O 3 4- H* — . 

= NHJSTO, . . . . 

+ 87-9 

Nj 4- 0 6 4- Sr .... 

= SrSNO, . . . . 

+219-6 

Na 4- 0« 4- Ca .... 

= Ca2FO s . . . . 

+202-4 

N* 4- Os 4- Pb . — 

= Pb 2 NO, .... 

+105-6 

4 - O 3 4 - Ag .... 

= AgNO 

+ 28-7 

1ST 4- Os + Ca 4 * H 5 

— OaHsNOs . . . . 

+ 52-4 


Na 4- 0 9 4- 0 a 4- H 5 = nitroglycerine 4- 96*4 

4- H 4 4- N 4- 0 3 = nitrobenzene 4 - 4*2 

C e 4- H fi 4- Na 4- 0 4 = dinitrobenzene 4 - 12*7 
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III. Animoniacal Salts. 

Cals. 

H + H* + 01.... = ]STH 4 01 +76*7 

N + + Br gas = NH,Br +71*2 

+ Hi + I gaa = NHJ +56*0 

IT + ^ + S gas = NH 4 S +42*4 

C. H. B. 

Theimochemical Study of Sulpliides of the Earth-metals. 
By P. Sabatier ( Oompt . rend., 90, 819 — 821). — Magnesium sulphide , 
obtained by the action of carbon bisnlphide on the oxide at a red beat. 
The solution of one equivalent in hydrochloric acid causes development 
of heat = + 21*8 cals, at 13°, hence the heat of formation of MgS 
(56 grams) = + 73*6 cals. The conversion of MgS into Mg(HO) a by 
the action of water develops + 10*4 cals. 

Aluminium sulphide, prepared by heating the metal to redness in 
the vapour of sulphur. When one equivalent is decomposed by water 
at 12°, + 74*0 cals, are developed, which gives the heat of formation 
of AI 2 S 3 (150*8 grams) = + 124*4 cals. 

Silicon sulphide, obtained in the form of long silky needles by the 
action of carbon bisulphide on silica heated to redness. The decom- 
position of one equivalent by water causes development of heat = 
+ 38*5 cals, at 9*5°, which gives the heat of formation of Si S 2 (92 grams) 
= + 40*4 cals., a number much lower than the heat of formation of the 
corresponding oxide. C. H. B. 

Freezing Point of Alcoholic Liquids. By F. M. RAOunr 
{Oompt. rend., 90, 865 — 868). — Mixtures of alcohol and water when 
subjected to low temperatures congeal but never completely solidify. 
That which solidifies consists of plates of pure ice, and can be freed 
from alcohol by simple mechanical means. The temperatures at which 
congelation begins in mixtures of alcohol and water containing 
different percentages of the former, are given in the following table, 
which may be used for the determination of the strength of such 
mixtures : — 



Vol. alcohol 


VoL alcohol 

Temperature. 

per cent. 

Temperature. 

per cent. 

-0-0° 

o-o 

- 9-0° 

21-9 

-0-5 

1*6 

-10-0 

23-3 

-1-0 

3-2 

-12-0 

26'4 

-1-5 

4-8 

-14-0 

291 

-2-0 

6-3 

-16-0 

31*3 

-2-5 

7-8 

-18-0 

33-8 

-30 

9-2 

-20-0 

361 

-3-5 

10-6 

-22-0 

38-3 

-4-0 

11-8 

-24-0 

40-0 

-4-5 

13-1 

-26-0 

41-6 

-5-0 

14-2 

-28-0 

43-7 

-6-0 

16-4 

-30-0 

46-2 

-7*0 

18-7 

-32-0 

47-9 

-8-0 

20-4 


2 j> 2 
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In solutions containing* from 0 gram to 10 grams of alcohol to 100 
grams of water, the addition of 1 gram of alcohol lowers the point of 
congelation by 0*377°, and the distance of this point below zero is 
proportional to the weight of alcohol dissolved in a constant weight of 
water. The alcohol behaves like anhydrons salts, and therefore pro- 
bably exists in the liquid uncombined with water. In solutions con- 
taining 24 to 51 grams of alcohol to 100 grams of water, the addition 
of 1 gram of alcohol lowers the congelation point 0*528°, but the total 
distance of this point below 0° bears no relation to the amount of 
alcohol in the liquid. This fact indicates that the alcohol dissolves in 
the hydrated condition. Applying Rudorff’s method of calculation, it 
is found that this hydrate has the composition CJIeO.HsO. 

The foil owing ‘table gives the points of congelation of various fer- 
mented liquors, compared with those of aqueous solutions of alcohol of 


the same strength : — 





Per cent. 

Congelation 

Cong, point. 


alcohol. 

point. 

Aqueous alcohol. 

Cider 

4*8 

- 2*0° 

-1-5° 

Beer 

6*3 

- 2*8 

—2*0 

Vin rouge ordinaire 

6*8 

- 2*7 

-2*2 

Yin blano ordinaire .... 

7*0 

- 30 

-2*3 

Beaugolais 

10*3 

— 4*4 

-3*4 

Red Bordeaux 

11*8 

- 5*2 

—4*0 

Red Burgundy 

13*1 

- 5*7 

-4*5 

Red Roussillon 

15*2 

- 6*9 

-5*5 

Marsala 

207 

-10*1 

-8*1 

Fermented liquors require a lower temperature for congelation than 

the corresponding aqueous 

solutions of alcohol, and the difference is 

greater the greater the proportion of alcohol ; it is about 0*1° for each 

percentage of that liquid. 

That which solidifies is pure ice, and by 

removing this as fast as it is formed, the alcohol in 

the liquid may be 

gradually concentrated. 



0. H. B. 


Some Properties of Mixtures of Methyl Cyanide with Ethyl 
and Methyl Alcohols. By C. Vincent and Delaohanae ( Compt . 
rend., 90, 747 — 750). — The following table gives the boiling points 
and specific gravities of various mixtures of ethyl alcohol and pure 


Alcohol 

Methyl cyanide. 

Sp. gr. 

Contraction. 

B.p. 

0 

100 

0*8052 

0*0 

81-6° 

10 

90 

0*8059 

0*00007 

76-8 

20 

80 

0*8067 

0*00017 

74-8 

30 

70 

0*8075 

0*00029 

78-8 

40 

60 

0*8088 

0*00046 

73-2 

50 

50 

0*8092 

0*00071 

72-7 

60 

40 

0*8102 

0*00111 

72-7 

70 

30 

0*8114 

0*00177 

78-2 

80 

20 

0*8127 

0*00251 

74-1 

90 

10 

0*8130 

0*00211 

75-4 

95 

5 

0*8130 

0*00188 

75-4 

100 

0 

0*8120 

0*0 

78-4 
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methyl cyanide obtained from coal-tar naphtha (this Journal, 34, 302, 
and boiling at 81*6°. 

The boiling points of these mixtures are lower than that of either 
constituent. . When subjected to fractional distillation, a distillate is 
obtained which at first contains 56 per cent, of alcohol, and afterwards 
a higher or lower percentage according as the mixture in the retort 
contains more or less than 56 per cent. The methyl cyanide may be 
separated from the alcohol by repeated treatment with calcium chloride, 
and finally with phosphoric anhydride. In this way, it may be ob- 
tained in large quantities in a state of purity from coal-tar naphtha. 

The following table gives the results obtained with mixtures of 
methyl cyanide with pure anhydrous methyl alcohol, boiling at 
64*8° : — 


Alcohol. 

Cyanide. 

Sp.gr. 

Contraction. 

B. p. 

0 

100 

0-8052 

o-o 

81-6° 

10 

9Q 

0-8063 

0-00076 

74-0 

20 

80 

0-8073 

0-00148 

69-2 

30 

70 

0-8083 

0-00218 

671 

40 

60 

0-8093 

0-00278 

65-7 

50 

50 

0-8102 

0-00332 

64-8 

60 

40 

0-8110 

0-00378 

64-2 

70 

30 

0-8115 

0-00384 

63-8 

80 

20 

0-8115 

0-00318 

63-7 

90 

10 

0-8109 

0-00192 

64-0 

100 

0 

0-8098 

0-0 

64-8 

O. H. B. 


Relation between Molecular Weight and Density of Gases, 
By A. Naumann (Ber., 13, 468 — 470). — A reply to Schmidt’s assump- 
tion (Aim. Phys. Ghem . [2], 6, 612, this vol , p. 87), that Y, i.e. 9 the 
molecular weight of gas divided by its density referred to air as unity, 
equals 28*8384 instead of 28*88. W. 0. W. 

Absorption of Gases by Liquids. By A. Naccart and S. Pag- 
liiANl ( Gazzetta, 10, 119 — 120). — Prom the experimental results ob- 
tained by Bunsen and others the authors show — 

1. That the absorption of carbonic anhydride by water follows 
Henry’s law for pressures of from one to four atmospheres. 

2. That scarcely any experiments have been made at pressures less 
than one atmosphere. 

3. That gases which are absorbed by water to a considerable extent 
vary from Henry’s law when the pressure is low. 

On making experimental determinations, however, of the solubility, 
of carbonic anhydride in water at temperatures between 17° and 27°, 
and at pressures from 257*7 to 663*6 mm., they found that the results 
obtained approximated closely to those calculated from Henry’s law. 
The coefficient of absorption of carbonic anhydride by water between 
17° and 27°, as deduced from the author’s experiments may be repre- 
sented by the formula — 

a = 1*5062 - 0*036511 1 + 0*0002917 
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which differs somewhat from that given by Bunsen for temperatures 
between 0° and 20°. 

A table is given of the observed and calculated values for different 
temperatures, reduced to 760 mm. pressure, on the supposition of the 
truth of Henry’s law. 0. E. G. 

Determination of High Temperatures. By H. St. Claire 
Deyille and L. Troost (Oomph rend., 90, 773 — 778). — The authors 
give the results of experiments made some years ago to determine the 
boiling point of commercial zinc. The air-thermometer employed was 
constructed of Bayeux porcelain, glazed within and without, and pro- 
tected by screens to prevent loss by radiation. Several kilograms of 
zinc were distilled at each operation, and care was taken to prevent the 
overheating of the vessel in which the thermometer was placed. The 
numbers obtained were 916 — 925°, when the thermometer was filled 
with hydrogen, 929 — 954°, with dry air, and 1067 — 1079° when 
carbonic anhydride was the gas employed, indicating dissociation of 
this gas. C. H. B. 

Researches on Diffusion. By L. Joulin ( Oomph rend., 90, 
741 — 744). — The author has studied the influence of pressure, ranging 
from a few centimeters of mercury to four atmospheres, and tempe- 
rature between 0° and 100°, on the condensation of gases by porous 
solids, the solution of gases in liquids, and the equilibrium between 
the condensed or dissolved gases and the surrounding atmosphere, 
with the following results: — (1.) Wood Charcoal . — The amount by 
weight of dry oxygen, nitrogen, and hydrogen condensed, is directly 
proportional to the pressure and inversely proportional to the tempe- 
rature. The time necessary for saturation is too small to admit of 
measurement. With carbonic anhydride, the amount condensed in- 
creases more rapidly than the pressure up to 300 mm., and decreases 
more rapidly than the temperature rises, between 0° and 100°, but 
above these limits it obeys the same law as the other three gases. The 
time necessary for saturation increases with the pressure, and decreases 
with a rise of temperature. The condensation of gaseous mixtures is 
slower than that of each constituent, and the amount of each gas 
absorbed bears no relation to the proportion in which it exists in the 
mixture. The quantity of gas required to replace a given volume of 
carbonic anhydride is much less for nitrogen and hydrogen than for 
oxygen. Air behaves like a mixture of its constituents. The time 
necessary for the establishment of equihbrium varies with the nature 
of the atmosphere, being very short for hydrogen, longer for nitrogen^ 
and still longer for oxygen. When the gases are saturated with 
vapour, the phenomena are of the same order, but differ in degree. 
The amount of carbonic anhydride condensed, when saturated with 
aqueous vapour, is one-half, and when saturated with vapour of alcohol, 
one-fifth that of the dry gas. (2.) Charcoal saturated with liquid . — 
When the liquid is water, the absorptions are almost tbe same as with 
dry charcoal; but with carbon bisulphide the amount of gas con- 
densed is smaller, and still smaller with alcohol. The author has 
experimented with other porous substances, such as spongy platinum 
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and palladium, but as yet without any definite results. At ordinary 
temperatures and pressures, different specimens of earth absorb notable 
quantities of the gases in the air, the oxygen being absorbed to twice 
the amount of the nitrogen. 0. H. B. 


Inorganic Chemistry. 


Sulphides and Selenides of Chromium. By H. Moissan 
( Oompt. rend , 90, 817 — 819). — Ohromium sesquisulphide, Cr 2 Ss. — Ob- 
tained as a brownish-black amorphous powder by passing dry hydrogen 
sulphide over heated, but not calcined , sesquioxide. It is but slightly 
attacked by acids, with the exception of nitric acid and aqua regia. 
When heated in chlorine gas, it is converted with incandescence into 
chromic chloride. On heating it in the air, the sesquioxide is formed ; 
but if it be heated in a closed vessel, a portion of the sulphur is given 
off in the free state. By the action of hydrogen sulphide on chromic 
chloride, this compound is obtained in black brilliant plates, which 
retain the form of the chloride. 

Ohromium monosulphicle , CrS. — A black powder, attacked with diffi- 
culty by acids, but readily converted into chromic chloride by chlorine, 
obtained by heating the preceding compound in hydrogen. When 
heated in the air, it is converted into the sesquioxide, but does not 
lose sulphur when heated in a closed vessel. By heating chromous 
chloride at 440° in hydrogen sulphide, the monosulphide is obtained 
as a greyish-black substance, retaining the micaceous appearance of 
the chloride. 

Ohromium sesquiselenide, Or a Ses, is a black powder, obtained by the 
action of hydrogen selenide on chromic chloride, or by heating the 
sesquioxide m selenium vapour. It is very slightly attacked by acids, 
and readily converted into a beautiful green-coloured sesquioxide 
when heated in the air. Heated out of contact with air, it loses a 
portion of its selenium. 

Ohromium monoselenide , CrSe. — Obtained by heating the preceding 
compound in a current of hydrogen, or by the action of hydrogen 
selenide on chromous chloride. It is easily converted into the ses- 
quioxide on ignition, and is readily attacked by chlorine. 

« 0. H. B. 

A New Property of Vanadates. By P. Hautefeuiim (Oompt 
rend., 90, 744—747). — The acid vanadates of potassium, sodium, and 
lithium, have the property of “ spitting,” like metallic silver, when 
cooled after fasion in presence of air. The gas thus given off is 
oxygen, and the amount absorbed by a given quantity of vanadate is 
constant ; lithium bivanadate, for example, when fused at a dull-red 
heat, absorbs nearly eight times its own volume of oxygen, which is 
again given off at about 600° during the process of cooling. The fol- 
lowing table shows the volume of oxygen given off when an amount of 
vanadate containing 1 gram of vanadic acid is fused in a vacuum : — 
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Product. 

c.c. 

Product. 

C.C. 

Product. 

c.c. 

2 Y 3 OJ 4 K 2 O ...» 

0-4 

2 YsOj NajO .... 

3-8 

2Y 2 0j.Li 2 0 * . 

.. 33 

3Y 2 0 5 .K 2 0 .... 

0-5 

3Y 3 0 0 .Na 2 0 .... 

5-0 

3Y 2 0 5 .Li 2 0 . . 

.. 37 

.... 

27 





SV 2 O 5 .K 2 O .... 

3-4 






It -will be seen that the volume of gas disengaged increases as the 
relative proportion of base diminishes. 

When vanadic acid is acted on by an alkaline carbonate, oxygen is 
also evolved. The following table shows the amonnt of gas given off 
when 1 gram of vanadic acid is acted on in a vacuum by alkaline 
carbonates : — 


Product. 

CO. 

Product. 

C.C. 

Product. 

c.c. 

y 2 o 5 .k 2 o .... 

o-o 

YoOs-Na^O .... 

0-4 

Y 2 0 B .Li 2 0 . . , 

.. 2*5 

2Y 2 0 6 .K 2 0 .... 

07 

2Y J 0*.Na a O.... 

40 

2 Y 2 O 5 .LLO . . 

.. 4*7 

3 Y 2 O 5 .K 5 O .... 

1-5 

3Y 2 0 6 .Na*0 

5-4 

BY 2 O 5 .Ifl.jjO • • 1 

.. 5*8 

4V jOj.KjO .... 

3-3 





5 Y 2 O 5 .K 5 O .... 

4-8 






The volume of oxygen absorbed by a crystalline vanadate, when 
fused in presence of air, serves as an indication of the relative propor- 
tions in which a vanadate and vanadic acid may be fused together 
without combination taking place. These observations render it advi- 
sable to redetermine the atomic weight of vanadium, since this quan- 
tity has been fixed by ascertaining the loss of weight which vanadic 
anhydride experiences when passing to the state of trioxide. 

0. H. B. 


Composition and Analysis of the Binoxide of Manganese 
recovered in the Weldon Process. By G. Lunge ( Dinyl . polyt 
J., 235, 300— 311). — Post (. Ber ., 12, 1454 and 1537) publishes 
some researches on Weldon-mud, which seem to show that Weldon’s 
theory of the “ manganites,” i.e., saline compounds of MnO a with 
bases, which he applies as a definition of his process, is not only un- 
founded, but that the methods used in works for the analysis of 
Weldon-mud must be totally wrong. Post states (p. 1539) that he 
has obtained a wide difference between the ferrous sulphate method as 
laid down by the author and Bunsen’s iodine method. The present 
paper is devoted entirely to this statement, and in a very complete 
series of experiments the author discusses this question, and proves 
without doubt that the methods formerly described by him for analysing 
Weldon-mud are perfectly trustworthy. 

Post in his researches entirely ignores the existence of a base, and 
regards the Weldon-mud as a mechanical mixture of Mn 0 2 with MnO 
and a small proportion of lime, magnesia, and ferric oxide, the former 
present probably as carbonates, but the total sum not sufficient to form 
Weldons “acid manganite” (R02Mn0 2 ). 

The author refers to this assumption very briefly, and mentions that 
Post did not analyse Weldon-mud itself, but a product obtained by a 
r&cy troublesome process of washing (100 times with 40 times its 
weight of water), which had probably been altered by this treatment 
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to a considerable extent. Various circumstances undoubtedly show 
that this binoxide of manganese is a salt of manganous oxide 'with 
manganic acid or permanganic acid, i.e., MnO, MnO a or 3MnO, Mn 3 0 7 . 
In this case Weldon’s manganous salts would represent basic manga- 
nates or “ permanganates,” i.e., CaO, 2Mn0 3 would be CaO, MnO,Mn0 3 , 
&c. D. B. 


Mineralogical Chemistry. 


Step-like and Skeleton Growth of some Regular Crystals. 

By F. Schaeff (Jahrb. f. Min., 1878, 953 — 954). — The development 
of the various crystals of the regular system is dependent on a varying 
disposition of the building material, and the proof of this is seen in 
the common occurrence of striations in different directions, of poly- 
hedral elevations on the faces, and of hollow faces. These peculiarities 
are brought about by the influence exerted on the crystals during 
their growth by the working one into the other of the various systems 
of “ directions of activity” (thatigkeitsrichtungen), thus causing the 
formation of edges, faces, and cleavage directions. These actions of 
the directions of activity can be retarded or interfered with externally, 
so that the formation of one or other face is promoted or induced. 
Cubical and octohedral forms are most easily produced. On the faces 
of the cube, there is often observed a quadruple concentration in the 
polyhedral elevation; whilst on the faces of the octohedron only a 
triple concentration is observed. In iron pyrites, the pentagon-dode- 
cahedron takes up an intermediate position between these two concen- 
trations ; for instance, the horizontal striation on some of the faces 
points to cubical structure, whilst the inclined or vertical striation 
points to octohedral structure. Hemihedral formation appears to be 
due to the partial coincidence of two different systems of “ directions 
of activity ” in one place. The complete crystal is built up exactly 
similar to the form of its minutest particle. The development of 
secondary faces is generally intimated on the polyhedral elevations 
observed on the neighbouring faces. In a similar manner the hollow 
faces remaining behind are intimately connected in form with the 
neighbouring faces, and they can. easily be distinguished from “ etch- 
figures.” Intersecting or reticulated striation is caused by the inter- 
secting of systems of “ directions of activity,” good examples of such 
a striation being often observed on fluorspar crystals, resulting occa- 
sionally in the formation of a tetrakis-hexahedron and at other times 
in the formation of a hexakis-octohedron. 0. A. B. 

Sensitiveness of Alum-crystals to Variations in the Strength 
of their Mother-liquor. By 3T. Kdocei (Jahrb* /. Min., 1878, 958 
— 959). — The author made some experiments in order to ascertain the 
correctness of the law of Lecoq de Boisbaudran, viz. : “ A crystal face 
can remain unchanged — that is, neither increase nor decrease in si ze - - 
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in a fluid whose degree of concentration changes within determinable 
limits/’ In order to test the accuracy of this statement, Klocke 
placed alnm crystals in a saturated solution of alum and examined 
them microscopically, in order to ascertain whether any variation 
in the concentration of the solution would produce “ etch- figures ” on 
the crystals. The Tesult proved the inaccuracy of the above-men- 
tioned law, as “ ecch-figures ” were easily and distinctly produced; the 
so-called inertia of the crystal faces therefore is not a fact. An appa- 
rent inertia of the crystals can be brought about by layers of liquid 
(differing in degrees of concentration, owing to the oscillations of 
temperature) being present in the solution, but the crystal dissolves 
in an adjacent non-saturated layer until the resulting solution about 
the crystal is saturated, or it grows in an adjacent saturated solution. 
A crystal which is rounded off at one end sometimes exhibits sharply- 
defined faces at the other end ; and if the whole crystal then grows 
further, new faces grow on the rounded end which do not occur at the 
other end, thus producing an apparent hemimorphism. 0. A. B. 

Chemical Composition, of the Pitchblende (Uraninite) 
from Branchville, Conn., U.S. By W. J. Comstock ( Amer . J. 
Sci. [3], 19 , 220). — The crystals, which were very distinct, were 
octohedral, modified by the planes of the dodecahedron and cube. Their 
sp gr. is 9*22 — 9*28, and their compositiou as follows : — 

XT. Pb. Fe. O. H 2 0. 

81-50 3*97 0*40 13*47 0*88 = 100*22 

The formula indicated by this composition is 3R IV 0 2 -f SB^Os, hi 
which R> 1V represents tetrad uranium, replaceable by two atoms of lead 
or iron and R 71 , hexad uranium. C. W. W. 


Crystallography of Calcite. By Irby (Jahrb. f. Min., 1878, 952 
—953). — The author continued the investigations commenced by 
Hessenberg, and directed his attention particularly to the inner con- 
stitution of calcite crystals, and from the results obtained, was of 
opinion that Hauy’s theory was more worthy of the consideration 
which German mineralogists had hitherto declined to bestow upon it. 
Irby examined tbe development of the crystal forms from the primary 
rhombohedron, and also the combinations of the different forms 
with each other. He accounts for the great rarity of the primary 
rhombohedron occurring independently, by the fact that foreign sub- 
stances present in the solution of calcium carbonate exert a retarding 
influence on the independent formation of the primary rhombohedron, 
and conduce to the simultaneous occurrence of other forms. Irby 
gives tables of all the rhombohedrons and scalenohedrons known (49 
of the former and 100 of the latter), with their interfacial angles. 

C. A B. 

Chemical Composition of Amblygonite. By S. L. PrnmD 
(Amer. J. Set, [3], 18 , 295). — In describing triploidite, Brush and 
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innst play the same part as the fluorine in the allied species, wagnerite 
and triplite. In this paper, the anthor shows that the hydroxyl in 
amblygonite also replaces fluorine. This conclusion is deduced from 
a very large number of analyses, the particulars of which are given in 
the original paper. For more easy comparison, the ratio for phosphoric 
acid, alumina, a lkal is (sodium and lithium oxides), and of hydroxyl 
and fluorine, are given below, as also the localities from which the 
minerals were obtained : — 



FA. 

AI303. 

NasO.LIsO. 

OH.P. 

I. Penig, Saxony 

1-00 

0-96 

0*98 

116 

II. Montebras, Prance (A) 

1-00 

0-97 

0-98 

1-17 

III. Auburn, Maine 

1-00 

0-96 

0-97 

1-06 

IV. Hebron, Maine (A) . . 

1-00 

0-97 

0-95 

113 

V. Paris, Maine 

1-00 

0-96 

0-97 

1-17 

VI. Hebron, Maine (B) . . 

TOO 

0-98 

0-95 

1-27 

VII. Branchville, Conn 

1-00 

0-97 

0-96 

1-09 

VIII. Montebras, Prance (B) 

1-00 

0-96 

0-96 

1-21 


It will be seen that all these ratios approach very nearly 1 : 1 : 1 : 1 ; 
therefore the author proposes the formula A1 2 P 2 0 8 4- 2R(OH,F) or 

2R^P0^ 8 } { 2R(OH F) 8 85 ^ rae ^ ormT1 ^ a f° r ah varieties of the 

mineral. 

To explain the fact that the (OH,F) is in every case too high, whilst 
the alkalis and alumina are constantly, although slightly, too low, he 
supposes either that a small quantity of accidental water is always 
present, or that some of the water is basic. 0. W. W. 

Analyses of some American Tantalates. By W- J. Comstock 
(Amer. J \ Sci. [8], 19, 131). — Of these minerals, the first came from 
Yancey Co., N.C. ; it was a massive piece, of sp. gr. 6*88 ; the second 
was from Northfield, Mass.,- a fragment of a large crystal having the 
angles of ordinary colunibite ; sp. gr. 6*84. No. Ill was from Branch- 
ville, Conn. ; slightly translucent in thin fragments, and giving a 
brownish-grey powder ; sp. gr. 6-59. 



Ta^. 

in>A* 

FeO. 

MnO. 

MgO. CaO. 

I .. 

59‘92 

23-63 

12-86 

3-06 

0-34 — r= 99-81 

11 .. 

56*90 

26*81 

10-05 

5-88 

— — =99-64 

in .. 

52-29 

80-16 

0-43 

15-58 

— 0-37 = 98-83 

These all agree 

with the 

formula (Fe,Hn) (Ta,Nb)j0 6 . 

0. W. W. 


Two New Silieotitanates of Sodium. By P. HiUTErauiLLE 
( Oompt . rend., 90, 868 — 870). — By heating one equivalent of sodium 
titanate to bright redness with sodium tungstate, and heating this 
product to dull redness with two equivalents of silica, two definite 
compounds are produced. One of these, 4Si0 3 .5Ti0 3 .2Na 2 0, is ob- 
tained in nodules formed of radiating fibres, or in fiat finely channelled 
prisms. The faces of the prisms and the sections of the nodules have 
a brilliant silky lustre. The crystals are always opalescent, and 
strongly birefractive ,* they are very fragile, but scratch glass and 
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resist the action of acids which attack the native silicotitanate of 
calcium. 

The other compound, 3Si0 2 .2Ti0 3 .Na20, forms colourless, trans- 
parent, very refractive orthorhombic prisms, isolated or united in druses- 
The faces a' and e are found on all the crystals, but are often very 
small. The cleavage is parallel to the faces of a prism of 91°, and the 
ratio, b to Ji, = 1 : 0’544. Optical examination proves that the crys- 
tals belong to the orthorhombic, and not to the quadratic system. 

By replacing tungstates by vanadates it will probably be possible to 
obtain compounds between those described and sphene. The silico- 
titanates differ from the natural silicates in fusing to a colourless limpid 
bead before the blowpipe. When fused, they devitrify very rapidly 
with separation of rutile. C. H. B. 

Simultaneous Reproduction of Quartz and Orthoclase. By 
P. Hatjtefeuille (Compt. rend., 90, 830 — 831). — Many phosphates 
bring about the crystallisation of silica in the form of tridymite. The 
phosphates of potassium and sodium also attack the aluminosilicates. 
Potassium aluminosilicate, at about 1,000°, crystallises in the form of 
orthoclase adularia. The simultaneous production of quartz and 
orthoclase cannot be accomplished by means of a pure phosphate, since 
the latter only acts on the silica at a very high temperature. By the 
addition of a fluorine compound, however, the temperature necessary 
to effect this is lowered, and crystals of quartz are obtained associated 
with those of felspar. The most highly developed faces of the quartz 
crystals are e 2 , p, and e* and these are very deeply striated. The 
orthoclase has a stony appearance, and the crystals are generally 
twinned like those fonnd in trachytes- The author considers it pro- 
bable that the crystals of orthoclase found on the bricks of metallurgi- 
cal furnaces have been formed by the action of alkaline fiuophosphates 
volatilised and carried away in the furnace gases. By heating a mix- 
ture of acid potassium phosphate (previously fused with silica and 
alumina) with silica and a small quantity of potassium fluosilicate in 
a glass tube, one part of which contained fragments of porcelain, he 
obtained crystals of orthoclase together with quartz, not only on the 
part of the tnbe containing the mixture, but also on the pieces of 
porcelain. O. H. B. 

The Micas. By G. Tschermak ( Jakrb . / Min., 1878, 950—952).— 
In a previous paper, the author considered the crystallographical and 
optical properties of the micas ( ’Jakrb. f. Min., 1878, 71). The present 
communication treats of the composition of the various combinations 
occurring in the different micas, and shows that most of the micas are 
complicated compounds, all containing the same nucleus or kernel, 
round which the other combinations are grouped. Tschermak ar- 
ranges the micas an the following gronps, viz. : — 

Biotite group (magnesia~mica partly ). — Monosymmetrical ; typical 
forms OP, H~ P, — - $P, coljco. Optically negative, the first bisectrix 
w ® * f differing very little from the normal on “ c.” The sp. gr. increases 
with the amount of iron, and varies from 2*8 to 3*2. 

Anorrdte . — The plane of the optical axes is parallel to u b” 
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Composition = SisAleE^H^O^ 4* SisMg^O^ in the proportions 1 : 1 
or 2 : 1. 

Bubellan , voigtite , eukamptite , aspidolite, hallite , ra'-tolite, are more or 
less altered meroxene. 

Lepidomelane. — The plane of the optical axes is parallel to tc 5.” 
Chemical composition = SigAleKaH^Oy 4* SieAluO^. Sometimes 
varying amounts of the iron-oomponnd corresponding to the first- 
mentioned silicate occur vicariously. The pterolite of Breithanpt is 
probably lepidomelane. 

Phlogopite Group — Monosymmetrical typical forms = OP. + P— - 
^P.oo^oo. Optically negative ; “ a ” deviating 2J from the normal to 
“ c” The plane of the optical axes is parallel to “ Sp. gr. varies 
from 2*75 to 2*97. 

Phlogopite. — Composition = SisAl^O^ *f Si 10 H b O 24 and SisMg^O^, 
these compounds often occurring in the proportions 3:1:4. Some- 
times the isomorphous compound, Si 10 O 8 PLy, occurs in the place of the 
second compound, p<^v. The reddish-brown phlogopites all contain 
fluorine, whilst the green ones contain very little, hence it is often 
difficult to distinguish between the latter and meroxene. One charac- 
teristic of the phlogopites is their occurrence in granular limestone. 
The vermiculite of Webb, and the jefferisite of Brush are most lik ely 
decomposed phlogopite. 

Zinnwaldite (lithionite of von Kobell, rabenglimmer of Breithanpt, 
and kryophyllite of Cooke). — Chemical composition = SiaAlgKeOja + 
Si 6 Pei 2 0 2 4 + SiioPl M 0 8 , these compounds occurring in the proportions 
10 : 2 : 3. The potassium compound is occasionally half replaced by 
the analogous litnium compound, and the fluorine compound by the 
corresponding hydrogen compound, p>v. 

Muscovite Group . — Monosymmetrical; typical forms OP.— 2P.oo3?co. 
Optically negative, “ a ” deviating slightly from the normals. The 
plane of the optical axes perpendicular to u 5,” p^>v. Sp. gr. varies 
from 2*83 to 2*89. 

Lepidolite {Hthia-mica). — Chemical composition = SSiaAlaE^Oai + 
Sii 0 O 8 FI 2 i, where the potassium compound is partially replaced by the 
corresponding lithium compound, and the fluorine compound partially 
replaced by the corresponding hydrogen compound. Probably the 
cookeite of Brush is a variety of this mineral. 

Muscovite (potash-mica, diaxial-mica, phengite, fuchsite, chromium- 
mica). — Chemical composition = S i« AleKsH* Oa 4 + SijoHgOa* ; both of 
these compounds occurring in the proportions of 3 : 1 in phengite. 
Didymite and amphilogite are names for varieties of muscovite. Mar- 
garodite and euphyllite are mixtures of muscovite with the following 
micas, viz., cellacherite , a muscovite containing barium; sericite, a 
muscovite containing magnesia-mica ; damourUe , a massive muscovite, 
sometimes called onkosine ; liebenerite and piniie are composed mostly 
of muscovite. 

Paragon He (pregrattite, sodium-mica). — Chemical composition = 
SieAleNaJBUOai. 

Cossaiie is massive paragonite. 

Margarite Group . Margarita (perlglimmer, corundellite, clingman- 
nite, emery lite, diphanite). — Monosymmetrical ; typical forms 
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0P.oo?oo— |P. + |P. Optically negative, “a 9 ' deviating as much as 
6° from tlie normals to “ c,”pO Sp. gr. varies from 2-95 to 8*1. 
Chemical composition SiiAleOagHiOw. A sodium silicate is inter- 
mixed with, it in minute quantity. The dudleyite of Grenth is probably 
an altered mar garite. Margarite is nearly related to the clintonite- 
gronp on account of its brittleness and optical properties, although its 
oxygen-ratio is that of a true mica. Astrophyllite , which is also nearly 
related to clintonite, is not a mica. C. A. B. 

Crystal-system of Cyanite. By G-. Rath ( Jaltrb . /. Min., 1878, 
952). — Owing to the absence hitherto of terminal faces, the relation 
between the vertical axis and the lateral axis could not be ascertained. 
The author obtained the missing information from the examination of 
a fine crystal from the Greiner in Tyrol, and a crystal from Monte 
Campione led to the discovery of a new twin-law. The axial ratio of 
the brachy-axis, macro-axis, vertical axis = 0*9164 : 1 : 0*70996. The 
vertical and macro-axes intersect at an angle of 90°. Besides the 
already well-known forms, the following new ones were observed, viz., 
v . P . 2.P2 . 2,f> . ,P2 . 2,P2 . oo'P2 . , P I do . .PVfc . 2,P,6b . P’ob . 
| t P t do . ooPoo : OP = 101° 164' , ooP : OP = 99° 17' (calculated). 
The new twin-law observed on the Monte Campione crystal was “the 
twin-plane the basal terminal plane.” C. A. B. 

Crystal Forms of Epidote. By H. Bucking (Jahrb.f. Min., 1878, 
956 — 958). — The author adopts the orientation of Marignac,and takes 
also the axial ratios of von Kokscharow, viz., a : b : c = 1*5807 : 1 : 
1*8057. |3 = 64° 36' as the basis of the varions calculations. 

Epidote from the Sulzbaclithal . — The crystals from this locality attain 
sometimes a length of 120 mm., and are always developed in the 
direction of the ortho-axis, whilst the zone of the hemidomes is very 
prominent. The common forms observed are OP . ooPoo . Poo . and P. 
Tbe crystals are either single, or twinned parallel to the orthopinacoid. 
The author was enabled to add many new forms to the great number 
already known, the final result proving that epidote from this neigh- 
bourhood exhibits 172 distinct forms. 

Epidote from Arendal is characterised by the great size and a peculiar 
shell-like or zonal structure of the crystals. The number of forms 
exhibited by epidote from this locality is 29. The crystals are gene- 
rally rich in faces, sometimes single and sometimes twinned (twin- 
plane ooPoo) ; OP predominates in the zone of the hemidomes, whilst 
coPoo is often very slightly developed; the commonest domes are 
Peso and 2Poo, and with these P and ooP ocenr. 

Epidote from Striegau . — Crystals from this locality are curtailed in 
the direction of the ortho-axis. Twin formation is not observed, whilst 
the number of forms is 17. 

Epidote from the Fassathal and Allochetthcd . — These crystals are occa- 
sionally complete at both ends, and attain sometimes a length of from 
5 to 10 mm. The forms commonly observed are Poo . 4^o° . 2Poo . 
OP . ooPoo and ooP. No twins. 

Epidote from Quttannen in the Bernese Oberland. — Two types of crys- 
tals are observed here, the first; and commonest being characterised by 
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the prominence of the clinopinacoid ; whereas in the second type it is 
entirely absent. Tim crystals of the first type are generally tabular, 
through the predo minan ce of OP or coSPoo ; co^oo is very prominent 
and strongly striated. P is also much developed, and the prisms 
ooP and ooP2 occur often together. 

Bpidote from Trav&rsella is characterised by the occurrence of a long 
vertical prismatic type, through the predominance of ooP, the crystals 
sometimes attaining a length of 20 mm. There is also a second type, 
the crystals in this case being developed in the direction of the ortho- 
axis, with ooP very much developed. The faces in the zone of the 
hemidomes are strongly striated. Twins common according to the 
usual laws'. The epidote from Traversella exhibits 17 distinct forms. 

Bpidote from Bourg d' Oisans . — The crystals from this locality have 
long been known, and are characterised by a peculiar development 
parallel to the axis of symmetry (clino-axis) ; they are very strongly 
striated, grouped together almost parallel to each other, and m sheaves. 
The clinopinacoid is the predominating side form. The author gives 
the results of his examination of epidote from other localities, which 
are, however, of less interest than those above referred to. The result 
of Bucking’s labour is the addition of 147 distinct forms to the 73 
already known, making the total number of forms known to occur on 
epidote 220. He arranges all these in tables according to their zones, 
giving at the same time the interfacial angles with corrected angles 
for the previously known forms. C. A. B. 

Lintonite and other Forms of Thomsonite. By S. F. Peck- 
ham and 0. W. Hall (Amer, J. Sci. [3], 19, 122). — These varieties of 
thomsonite occur in cavities in a dark-coloured rock related to dia- 
base, at Grand Marais, Lake Superior ; considerable quantities are also 
found on the beach beneath the rock, in the form of round, smoothly 
polished pebbles. Three principal varieties were distinguished. 

(I.) Opaque, white, almost eonchoidai in fracture, structure but 
very sHghtly fibrous. 

(II.) Ordinary thomsonite, of various colours, but always hard and 
fibrous ; and (III) opaque and chrome-green in colour, shading out in 
some to colourless, and translucent with a eonchoidai or uneven 
fracture. 

The hardness of all these varieties is generally between 5 and 6. 
Some fibres scratch quartz (H = 7). The sp. gr. is 2*38 — 2*35. Frac- 
ture of I and II fibrous, of HI very uneven, and in all directions with 
equal facility. With hydrochloric acid they form a thick jelly. 
Grains of metallic copper frequently occur in them, especially in 
No . HI. 

(I.) This form is, as already mentioned, opaque and porcelain-like 
in appearance, sometimes banded with transparent or with yellow 
bands ; its composition is as under — 

SiO> Alj Og. Fe s 0 3 . CaO. K s O. Na*0. H a O. 

40*45 29*50 0*232 10*75 0*357 4*766 13*93 = 99*985 

(H.) Specimens of this type are fibrous and radiated from one or 
more centres; the mineral sometimes fills seams and cavities, the 
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centres of radiation then being close together, and the mineral break- 
ing easily at the points of juncture of the various systems of concre- 
tion. Transparent needles often occur penetrating the masses from 
the surface to about halfway towards the centre ; these act strongly 
on polarised light. 

The composition of this variety is — 

SiOj. AI 2 O 3 . FfiiOj. C&O. K 3 O. EflwO. HgO. 

46-020 26-717 0*813 9*400 0*390 3*756 12-800 = 99*896 

(III.) This variety was first supposed to be prehnite, but its com- 
position and sp. gr. show that it is, at any rate closely allied to, 
thomsonite. Its sp. gr. is 2*32 — 2'37, and its composition as fol- 
lows : — 

Si0 3 A1 3 0 3 . FeO. CaO. K 2 0 . Na^O. H 9 0. 

40 605 30*215 0*40 10*370 0 49 4 055 13 75 = 99*885 

In its structure, however, it differs greatly from thomsonite, being 
finely granular instead of fibrous. The iron also is combined as 
ferrous oxide, instead of being a mechanical admixture of ferric 
oxide. 

The mineral, which the author proposes to call lintonite , occurs 
either in small rounded pebbles, or as a crust on the exterior of the 
previous minerals. 

The silica in No. II is considerably higher than in I and III, but it 
is probable that, taking its exceptional hardness into account, it con- 
tains free silica. If the composition of II be calculated with 40*43 
per cent. Si0 2 , and the iron in all three be omitted, their compositions 
come out practically identical. Compared with ordinary thomsonite, 
these minerals have a higher percentage of silica and of water, part of 
the latter being probably basic. C. W. W. 

Some Points in Lithology. II. Composition of the Capillary 
Volcanic Glass of Kilanea, Hawaii, called P416’s Hair. By J. 
D. Dana ( Amer . J. Sci. [3], 18, 134). — The composition of this sub- 
stance closely resembles that of ordinary dolerite; the following 
figures show the relative composition of the two snbstances, the first 
line giving the mean of two analyses of Pole’s Hair, the second the 
results of an analysis by G*. W. Hawes of the “ trap ” of West Rock, 
New Haven, Conn., TJ.S. ; — 


I . 

SiOj. 

... 50-75 

A°s- 

16-54 

JejOj. 

2-10 

FeO. 

7-88 

MnO. 

trace 

MgO. 

7-65 


OaO. 

11-96 

NasO. 

2-18 

KjO. 

0-56 

PA- 

Ign. 

0*35 

= 99-92 

II .. 

SiOj. 

... 51-80 

-AlgOg. 

14-21 

3?©jOg. 

3-55 

FeO. 

8-26 

MnO. 

0*42 

MgO. 

7-63 


CaO. 

10-68 

2faA 

2-15 

K.O. 

0-39 

PA. 

0-14 

Ign. 

0*63 

= 99-72 
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The “ trap ” consists essentially of labradorite and augite, 'with 
some magnetite. 

The following details respecting the microscopic characters of Pete’s 
Hair are given by C. F. W. Krnckenberg The fibres are sometimes 
bent and coalesce into loops ; they are often tubular, frequently 
contain air- babbles, and occasionally microlites. The fibre is usually 
enlarged where a crystal (or microlite) or an air-bubble occurs. The 
crystals are mostly rhombic. C. W. W. 

The Eruptive Rocks in the Saar and Moselle Districts. By 
A. v. Lasaulx ( Jahrb. f . Min., 1878, 955 — 956). — The eruptive rocks 
of the devonian formation between the Moselle and the Saar, consist 
(in the northern portion of the neighbourhood of the Moselle) of 
diorite and diabase. These rocks are also common to the west of the 
Saar as far as the Ardennes. Further south, near the younger Zech- 
stein” and ‘‘ rothliegenden ” formations, melaphyr and porphyry 
occur. The diorites are characterised throughout by light green and 
mostly fibrous hornblende, whilst augite is generally absent. The 
diabase contains light- grey or reddish augite, which has occasionally 
a diallagite-like cleavage ; hornblende is also observed in it sometimes. 
Between the two rocks mentioned stands the rock of Kiirenz, which 
is a diorite-diabase containing the augite of the diabase, the horn- 
blende of the diorite, and in addition dark-green hornblende, some 
biotite, and as a characteristic, uralite. The secondary products of 
the decomposition of the diabases are viridite, calcite, and very little 
epidote. The viridite is a chloritic mineral in both rocks, and has 
not a constant composition; it sometimes resembles dilessite and 
sometimes helminth. 

Titanic-iron, magnetite, and iron-pyrites are present in both rocks, 
the latter predominating in the diabase, whilst the titanic-iron is pre- 
sent in greater quantity than the magnetite. The melaphyrs are 
characterised by a preponderance of “ base,” bub its amount varies. 
Some melaphyrs are poor in olivine. Three stages of decomposition 
are observed on these melaphyrs, viz. : (1.) "Where the augite and 
plagioclase is clear, the “ base '* partially unchanged and partially 
altered into viridite, the olivine mostly fresh, but the granules are 
penetrated with veins of viridite, lastly the magnetite is still fresh, 
but surrounded with a brown zone. Calcite is rare. (2.) The plagio- 
clase appears clouded in zones, the augite and “ base ” is changed 
into viridite, the olivine is completely converted into viridite, and con- 
tains freshly formed magnetite, “ brown-iron ” in and about the 
olivine, bnt only sparingly in the u ground-mass,” primary magnetite 
completely changed into oxide of iron, and lastly, calcite in large 
amount. (3.) The plagioclase appears completely clouded^ the char, 
racteristic striaiion being scarcely apparent, whilst the outlines only 
of the plagioclase are defined by oxide of iron, all the viridite has dis- 
appeared, and is changed into oxide of iron, which now imparts its 
colour to the whole rock, the olivine is also converted into oxide of 
iron, there is no newly-formed magnetite, almost all the calcite has 
'been washed away, whilst silicic acid has more or less replaced it. 
The final products of the various processes of decomposition are 
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(1.) Prom the dioriies, limestone rich in epidote (epidosite). (2.) 
Prom the diabase , limestones containing serpentine and dolomite 
(ophicalcite). (3.) Prom the melaphyrs , aluminous and quartzose 
brown-ironstone. 0. A. B. 


Organic Chemistry. 

Action of Potassium Carbonate on Isobutaldehyde. By P 
Urech (Ber., 13, 483 — 484). — The author attempts to determine the 
rate of polymerisation of isobutaldehyde by measuring the contraction 
which a given volume of isobutaldehyde undergoes when left in con- 
tact with potassium carbonate for intervals of time varying from 
5 minutes to 10 hours. W. C. W. 

Diiodopropyl Alcohol and Moniodoallyl Alcohol. By H. 
Hubner and E. Lellmato (Ber., 13, 460 — 461 ). — Duodopiopyl alcohol, 
C3H5T2.OH, is prepared by adding a solution of iodine in chloroform to 
allyl alcohol diluted with three times its volume of chloroform. The 
compound crystallises in colourless needles, which are insoluble in 
water, but dissolve in alcohol. The crystals decompose under the 
influence of light or heat. 

Moniodoallyl alcohol , C 3 H*I.OH, prepared by warming the solution of 
the preceding compound in chloroform, or by treating the solution 
with dilute sodium carbonate, forms needle-shaped crystals (m. p. 
160°). A third body appears to be formed by the action of a con- 
centrated solution of potash on diiodopropyl alcohol. W. C. W. 

TJlmic Compounds formed from Sugar by the Action of 
Acids. By P. Sesitni ( Gazaetta , 10, 121— 136).— The author dis- 
cusses the results hitherto obtained in this reaction, and as they are 
far from concordant, resolved to reinvestigate the subject. He finds 
that the formula attributed to the product hv Mulder is incorrect, for 
this chemist dried the Bubstance at 140— 165 , whilst it is decomposed 
a little above 100°, giving off volatile carbon compounds, and amongst 
others, formic acid. Moreover, the crude product of the action of 
acids on cane-sugar consists of at least two substances, one of which, 
saeulmic acid , is soluble, whilst the other, saculmin, is insoluble in 
cold alkaline solutions. 

Poliowing Malaga ti’s process, a brown voluminous product was 
obtained, amounting, however, to only about 3 per cent, of the cane- 
sugar employed. A microscopic examination showed that it consisted 
of numerous minute spheres or vesicles, and not of Beales or plates, as 
might be supposed from the appearance to the naked eye. This pro- 
duct is formed abundantly during the first 12 hours’ boiling of the 
acidulated sugar solution, but the quantity produced then gradually 
decreases, and ceases almost entirely after 40 hours with acid 1 : 30. 
This is due to the conversion of the sugar into other products, and not 
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to exhaustion of the acid. The quantity of sngar transformed into 
this product is relatively small, it being very difficult to obtain as 
mneh as 10 per cent, from the sugar. In the conrse of this action, 
the principal product during the first period is saculmin, then saculmin 
and saculmic acid are formed in nearly equal portions, and at last 
much more saculmic acid is produced than saculmin. The author has 
made experiments which show that the saculmin is formed from the 
cane-sugar, whilst the saculmic acid is a product of the decomposition 
of the glucose arising from the inversion of the cane-sugar: pure 
glucose gave a product which was completely soluble in potash 
solution. 

During the ulmification of sugar, an appreciable quantity of volatile 
acids is produced, besides some carbonic anhydride : the acids are 
formic acid, a little acetic acid, and perhaps acids higher in the series ; 
at the same time there appeal’s to be present a substance which be- 
comes converted into formic acid in contact with the air, possibly 
formic aldehyde. The carbonic anhydride observed is in all probability 
due to decomposition of the formic acid. 

From these results it would seem most probable that the ulmio 
matters instead of being formed from the carbohydrates by simple 
dehydration, are really formed from saccharine substances by the 
simultaneous elimination of the elements of water, and of volatile 
carbon compounds. C. E. Gk 

Compound of Levulose with Lime. By E. Peligot (Compt. 
rend., 90, 153 — 156). — In order to obtain the lime-componnd of levu- 
lose in a state of purity, a 6 or 8 per cent, solution of inverted sngar 
is mixed with milk of lime, the liquor quickly filtered and cooled to 
0°, when the so-called calcium levulosate crystallises out in abundance. 
The crystals must be washed quickly to prevent absorption of carbonic 
anhydiide, and dried in a vacuum. 100 parts of water at 15° dissolve 
0*73 part of tbe salt, producing a solution which is exceedingly prone 
to alteration, its alkaline reaction becoming gradually weaker, and its 
amber-yellow colour passing to deep brown. When boiled, the solu- 
tion quickly becomes neutral, and a precipitate is obtained similar to 
that which appears always to accompany the formation of glucic 
acid. 

The analysis of the pure yellowish-white lime compound, dried in a 
vacuum, leads to the formula C 6 H w 06.Ca0.H s 0, containing 22*0 per 
cent, of lime : when dried in presence of quicklime only, a dihydrate 
is obtained, which, unlike the stable monohydrate above mentioned, 
cannot be preserved even in well- closed bottles ; it is Blowly trans- 
formed into a brown viscous substance, which appears to contain both 
glncio and saccharic acids. By means of calcium levulosate and oxalic 
acid, a solution of pure levulose can be prepared, but all attempts to 
induce this solution to crystallise have hitherto proved unsuccessful. 

J* W. 

Rate of Substitution by Bromine in tbe Acetic AeidL Series. 
By C. Hell (Her., 13, 531 — 541). — Small tubes containing weighed 
quantities of bromine and the acid were heated at 100° for a given 
time, the tubes were then opened in a solution of potassium iodide, 

2 q 2 
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and the amount of iodine liberated by tbe free bromine was deter- 
mined by titration with a solution of sodium thiosulphate. From 
these experimental data the rate of substitution can easily be calculated. 
The process is divided into three stages, 1 st, a period of feeble action, 
which lasts until 10 — 20 per cent, of the bromine present has entered 
into the reaction; 2 nd, a period of rapid substitution, during which 
from 10 to 60 per cent, of the bromine combines. In the final stage 
the rate of substitution diminishes. 

The duration of the first stage of substitution diminishes as the 
molecular weight of the acid increases. In the case of isobutyric and 
valerianic acids, the number of molecules which have taken part in the 
leaction is proportional to the time. The rate of substitution increases 
with the temperature. 

The author believes that when bx’omine is brought into contact with 
a fatty acid, the two bodies exist together in a comparatively inert 
state until a certain amount of hydrobromic acid has been liberated, 
which promotes the formation of an addition compound. Substitution 
now takes place rapidly, since the fatty acid and the bromine are now 
in close juxtaposition. 

The preparation of substitution products is greatly facilitated by 
saturating the fatty acid with hydrobromic acid gas before submitting 
it to tbe action of bromine. W. O. W. 

The Acids which are formed by the Distillation of the Crude 
Fatty Acids in a Current of Superheated Steam. By A. Cahours 
and E. Demar^ay ( Gompt . rend., 90, 156 — 158). — By redistillation in 
a current of superheated steam, the crude fatty acids resulting from 
the saponification of the neutral fats, are partly resolved into a num- 
ber of simpler acids of the acetic series. Thus, butyric, valeric, 
caproic, cenanthylic, and caprylic acids are formed, all apparently be- 
longing to the normal series. The predominating acids in the first 
sample were caproic and oenant hylic, whilst butyric, and perhaps 
pelargonic, were present in small quantity only. 

Another specimen of 185 grams resulting from the distillation of 
nearly 200,000 kilos, of crude acids, gave as principal product a 
liquid boiling between 162° and 164°, which had the composition and 
properties of normal butyric acid ; the last portions which distilled 
between 180° and 190° were chiefly valeric acid. From the more 
volatile portions of the distillate, two liquids were obtained boiling 
between 106 — 122° and 135 — 145°, these after a most careful in- 
vestigation were proved to be acetic and propionic acids respectively. 

A third sample of 180 grams boiling between 102° and 168° was 
etherified by distilling it with methyl alcohol and sulphuric acid. On 
fractionating the product, ethers were obtained boiling at 35 °, 55 ° — 
58 J , and 76° — 80°, which on saponification were found to contain 
respectively formic, acetic, and propionic acids. 

The authors therefore have proved that in the distillation of the 
more complex fatty acids in a current of superheated steam, a partial 
resolution into simpler terms of the acetic series takes place, they have 
isolated and prepared in a state of purity all the acids from formic to 
caprylic 5 while they do not doubt the presence of higher members of 
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the series such as pelargonic and capric, they have not been able on 
account of their small proportion and high boiling point to effect 
their satisfactory separation. 

Independently of the acids of the fatty series, a small quantity of 
acids belonging to the succinic series appears to be produced ; sebacic 
acid was certainly recognised, but the other acid or acids could not be 
purified sufficiently to admit of their recognition. They appeared to 
be lower homologues of sebacic acid. J. W. 

Preparation of Ethyl Acetate. By J. A. Pabst (Bull. Soc. Chun. 
[2], 33, 350 — 351). — A cooled mixture of 50 c.c. sulphuric acid and 
50 c.c. alcohol is placed in a flask and heated at 140°, a mixture of 
equivalent parts of alcohol and acetic acid, being allowed to run in 
slowly ; at first a little ether distils over, but after a short time ethyl 
acetate is given off. The reaction commences at 130 — 135°, whilst at 
145° sulphurous anhydride is evolved. 

The distillate is washed with a saturated solution of calcium chlo- 
ride, and dried over fused calcium chloride. Pure ethyl acetate is in- 
soluble in a solution of calcium chloride, but if it contains 30 per cent, 
alcohol, calcium chloride solution dissolves appreciable quantities. A 
mixture of 1 vol. ethyl acetate, and 1 vol. alcohol, forms a homogeneous 
mixture with 2 vols. of a solution of calcium chloride. By the above 
method 90 per cent, of the theoretical yield of ethyl acetate may be 
obtained. The reaction which takes place is similar to that in the for- 
mation of ether by the action of sulphuric acid on alcohol. 

Methyl acetate may be prepared in a similar manner. When a 
mixture of alcohols is used, a mixture of acetates is produced, 
corresponding with the alcohols taken. L. T. O'S. 

Action of Ethyl Iodide on Ethyl Iodoacetate.. By L. Aros- 
stein and J. M. A. Kramps (/ter., 13,489 — ±91). — When a mixture 
of ethyl iodide and ethyl iodoacetate is heated in sealed tubes at 130°, 
ethyl acetate, ethane, and ethylene iodide (m. p. 82°) are produced — 

CH 3 I.OOOEt + EtI = OH a .COOEt + 

Ethylene iodide is also formed in small quantity when either ethyl 
iodide or ethyl iodoacetate is heated at 130°. W. O. W. 

Some Derivatives of /3-Chlorobutyric Acid. By L. Balbuno 
( Qaazettu , 10 , 337 — 148). — When alcoholic ammonia in large excess 
acts on ethyl /J-chlorobutyrate, taking care that the temperature does 
not rise above 70°, it yields ammonium chloride and i3-amidobuti/ramide 
thus: CHMeCl.CH a .COOEt + 3NH 3 = CHMe(NH*).CH s .CONH*. 
The amide may be separated as platinochloride in distinct yellowish- 
red crystals, sparingly soluble in alcohol, and insoluble in ether. On 
decomposing the platinochloride with the theoretical quantity of pot- 
ash a syrupy substance is obtained which is probably tfie amide, but it 
does not crystallise. It is decomposed when boiled with lead hydrate, 
ammonia being evolved, and after removing the lead by hydrogen sul- 
phide and evaporating, a deliquescent mass of crystals of fi-amidobu- 
ttjric acid, CHMe(NB^).CH 3 .COOH, is obtained. The hydrochloride 
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of jS-amidobutyramide obtained by decomposing tbe platinochloride 
with the theoretical amount of ammonium chloride is a crystalline 
deliquescent mass. The yield of the amide obtained in the above reac- 
tion is but small, by far the larger portion of the jS-chlorobutyric acid 
being converted into resinous products. 

In a similar manner, when aniline acts on jS-chlorobutyric acid the 
anilide of fi-anilobuiyric acid is formed, and may be obtained in the 
form of the hydrochloride, CHMe(NHPh.H01).OH 3 .COlsrPhH. This 
substance, which is with difficulty purified from the resinous matter 
which accompanies it, crystallises in small lustrous plates, only mode- 
rately soluble in cold alcohol, but very readily when it is hot, very 
sparingly soluble in hot water, and insoluble in ether ; it melts at 207 . 

A small quantity of another crystalline substance of the formula 
CtfHuCVN’ is also produced in the reaction between aniline and dichlo- 
robutyric acid. It is only sparingly soluble in cold water, moderately 
in water or alcohol when hot. It crystallises in large nodules (m. p. 
137 — 139°). This substance, on examination, was found to be the 
oxalate of a base, C 1 oHi 3 0 2 ^!, which undergoes decomposition when 
boiled with baryta, forming the barium salt of milobutyric acid, 
CMeH(NPhH).OH 3 .COOH. The author regards this base as analo- 
gous to a betaine of the buiyric series in which only one of the 
nitrogen valencies is saturated by a negative radicle, and proposes for 

it the formula 0 that of fi-butylhjdrojpltenylbe- 

tawe. The base forms a hygroscopic crystalline mass, very soluble in 
alcohol and ether. The platinochloride is obtained as a crystalline 
precipitate by adding ether to its alcoholic solution, ^-anilobutyric 
acid crystallises from its aqueons solution in tufts of needles (m. p. 
128°), sparingly soluble in cold water, more so in alcohol or ether. 
The barium salt, (Ci 0 H 12 OJS r ) i Ba, crystallises in scales which are only 
very sparingly soluble in cold water and almost insoluble in alcohol 
even when boiling. The mechanism of the reaction in which these 
compounds is produced is far from simple, as is shown by tbe amount 
of resinous products formed. 0. E. Gr. 

Action of Finely Divided Silver on Ethyl Monobromobuty- 
rate. By C. Hell and 0. MElhauser (Ber., 13, 473— 479). — A com- 
plicated reaction occurs when ethyl monobromobutyrate is subjected to 
the action of finely divided silver ; ethyl bromide, ethyl alcohol, ethyl 
butyrate, and a mixture of isomeric ethyl suberates (b. p. 245 — 247®) 
are formed. 

In order to isolate the isomeric acids, the portion of the crude pro- 
duct, boiling between 238° and 290°, is treated with strong hydro- 
bromic acid at 100 3 , when a crystalline deposit separates out on cooling. 
The contents of the tube are neutralised with soda and boiled to 
remove the undeeomposed ethereal salts, the liquid is then acidified 
with dilate sulphuric acid and distilled in a current of steam, when an 
ofiy, uncrystallisable acid passes over. Ether extracts two acids from 
the residue, which can be separated by recrystallisation from hot 
water. The more soluble acid melts between 110 — 125°, the less 
solufale acid melts between 170—180°. 
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A by droxy suberic acid, CsH^Og, is formed as a secondary product if 
the hydrobromic acid contains free bromine. W. C. W. 

Acids of the Formula 0 8 Hi 4 O 4 , derived from Bromobutyric 
Acid. By C. Hell and 0. Mulhaeser ( Ber 13, 479 — 482). — The 
formation of three acids by the action of hydrobromic acid on the mix- 
ture of ethereal salts, which is produced by treating 1 ethyl bromobnty- 
rate with finely divided silver, has been described in the preceding 
abstract. 

The volatile acid is a clear oil which is soluble in alcohol, ether, and 
also to some extent in water. It has almost the same sp. gr. as water. 
The silver salt has the composition CgH^OiAg^. The small quantity 
of the substance obtained did not permit of its identity with isocro- 
tonic acid being clearly established, although it closely resembles the 
latter in certain points. 

The two crystalline acids can he easily separated by recrystallisa- 
tion from 20 parts of hot water, or by adding dilute sulphuric acid to 
a solution of the sodium salts, when the less soluble acid is precipitated 
and the acid of low melting point remains in solution. 

The sparingly soluble acid crystallises in white, microscopic needles, 
m. p. 184 — 185° ; at a higher temperature a portion of the acid sub- 
limes, but the rest decomposes, forming an oily anhydride soluble in 
alcohol, ether, and hot water. The ethyl salt of this acid is not attacked 
by alkalis at 100°, although it is saponified by hydrobromic acid at 
this temperature. 

On heating the acid, m. p. 127°, it changes into a liquid anhy- 
dride. The ethyl salt of this acid is slowly saponified by alkalis at 
100°. The discovery of these two crystalline acids increases the number 
of isomeric suberic acids to five. W. C. W. 

Amido-acids from a-Bromoeaproie Acid. By E. Duyjllier 
(Cornet, rend., 90, 822 — 824). — Methyl-amido-a-caproic acid, 

OH 3 .(CH 2 ) J .CH(]NHMe 3 ).COOH, 

is obtained by heating a-bromocaproic acid with an aqueous solution 
of metkylamine in a closed tube at 100° for several hours. It is a 
white crystalline substance soluble in 9’8 parts of water at 1 1°, and 
much more soluble in boiling water; slightly soluble in cold, but 
readily soluble in hot alcohol, from which it is deposited in nacreous 
plates, insoluble in ether. The acid may be heated to 110° without 
change, but at a higher temperature it volatilises without fusing, 
and gives off ammonia. It gives no reaction with mercurous or silver 
nitrate, but with ferric chloride au intense red coloration is produced, 
and on boiling a yellowish-brown precipitate is thrown down. The 
hydrochloride crystallises in anhydrous transparent flakes, very soluble 
in water and alcohol, but insoluble in ether. The platinochloride 
forms orange crystals extremely soluble in water, very soluble in 
alcohol, but only sparingly soluble in ether. With cupric oxide this 
acid forms a beautiful pale-blue salt, cont aini ng 2H*0, which it loses 
at 110°. 

JBth yl-amido-a-caproic acid , is obtained in the same way as the pre- 
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ceding compound, and has almost identical properties. It is, how- 
ever, but little more soluble in hot than in cold water; the hydrochlo- 
ride crystallises with difficulty, and the copper compound contains no 
water of crystallisation. The aqneous solutions of both acids have a 
neutral reaction and a bitter taste. C. H. B. 

Crystallised Oxalic Acid. By A. Villiers (Compt. rend., 90, 
821 — 822). — Crystallised anhydrous oxalic acid, C3H3O4, may be ob- 
tained by dissolving 1 part of the ordinary acid in about 12 parts 
of warm concentrated sulphuric acid, and allowing the solution to 
stand for several days. The anhydrous acid is deposited in remark- 
ably transparent voluminous crystals of the form of octoliedra with a 
rhombic base, generally modified by the face p of the primary prism, 
with a cleavage parallel to this face. When exposed to the air, the 
crystals take np two molecules of water and fall to powder. 

C. H. B. 

Seducing Properties of Potassium-ferrous Oxalate. By J.AI. 
Eder (Ber., 13, 500 — 502), — A solution of potassium ferrous oxalate is 
easily prepared by adding a concentrated solution of potassium oxalate 
to ferrous sulphate until the precipitate which is first produced redis- 
solves, forming a dark-red liquid. It is a powerful reducing agent, 
not only in neutral but also in acid solutions. Platinum chloride, 
potassium platinochloride, and silver nitrate are rapidly reduced, and 
the chloride, bromide, and iodide of silver are slowly reduced to the 
metallic state by potassium ferrous oxalate. This reagent also reduces 
warm solutions of copper and mercuric salts, and rapidly decolorises 
Prussian blue and converts indigo blue to indigo white. 

* w. c. w. 

Oxypropionic Acid (Oxacrylic Acid). By E. Erlenmeyer 
Ber ., 13, 457-460). -/3-Chlorolaetic acid, CH,Cl.CH(OH).COOH, 
obtained by the action of nitric acid on monochlorhydrin, is identical 
with Richter’s acid from epiehlorhydrin (J. pr. Ghent., 20, 193), but 
is quite distinct from AlelikofFs acid (Ber., 12, 2227) prepared by 
treating acrylic acid with hypochlorous acid. Both acids yield tho 
H a C\^ 

same oxypropionic acid, | yCH.COOH, whsn acted on by alcoholic 

0 

potash or soda. ' 

On boiling the solution of the sodium or potassium salt, it is converted 
into glycerate. On distillation with dilute sulphuric acid, the acid is 
also changed into glyceric acid and a trace of aldehyde is tonned, while 
sodium phenyloxypropionate under similar treatment yields phenyl- 
ethaJdehyde. 

The ready conversion of oxypropionic acid into £-chlorolaetic acid, 
and of epiehlorhydrin into unsymmetrical dichlorhydrin, seems to 
indicate that the epieyanhydrin of Pazschke (J. pr. Chem . [2], 1, 82) 
and Hartenstein (ibid. [2], 7, 297) is a polymeride, since it has not the 
property of combining directly with hydrochloric acid. 

A crystalline compound, soluble in 72 parts of cold water, is formed, 
together with ammonium chloride, by heating £-chlorolactic acid with 
ammonia. 'W. G. W. 
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Reaction of Acetone with. Potassium Cyanide, Thiocyanate, 
and Aqueous Hydrochloric Acid. By E. Urech (Ber., 13, 485— 
486). — The name acetonylsulphocarbamhiate is given to the componnd 
C<jH 7 N0 2 S, which is formed by the action of potassium thiocyanate, 
cyanide, and aqueous hydrochloric acid on acetone (Ber., 11, 467, this 
Journal, 1873, Abst., 488). The sulphur in this substance can bo 
replaced by oxygen by means of lead oxide forming acetonyl carba- 
minate (m. p. 76°). Its melting point falls to 67°, if it is heated at 
120° in a sealed tube for some hours. Both strong hydrochloric acid 
and baryta- water split up the compound into carbonic anhydride, 
ace tonic acid and ammonia. 

Acetonylcarbamic acid is nob decomposed by freshly precipitated 
oxide of silver, but combines with the metal forming CsH^AgNC^. 
When nitrate of silver is added to the solution of a carbaminate, a 
crystalline double salt having the composition (C 5 H 7 X 0 3 ) 2 AerN 0<* t sepa- 
rates ont. W. C. W. 

Formation of Tetramethylammonium Nitrate. By E. Duvil- 
lier and A. Buisend ( Cmnpt . rend 90 , 872 — b74). — According to 
Juncadella ( Compt. revd ., 1859), methylamine may be obtained by the 
action of methyl nitrate on an alcoholic solution of ammonia. The 
authors have substituted wood spirit for ethyl alcohol to avoid the 
formation of ethylamine. They find that when 1 mol. of methyl nitrate 
is heated in a closed tube at 100° with 1 mol. of ammonia, monomethyl- 
amine is the main product, but small quantities of the di- and tri- 
amines are also produced, together with a small quantity of tetra- 
methylammoninm nitrate. 

When 1 mol. of methyl nitrate acts on 1 mol. of monomethyl amine, 
about half the latter remains unchanged ; small quantities of the di- 
and tri-methylamines are found, but the principal product as the tetra- 
methylammonium nitrate. This substance is produced in still larger 
quantities when dimethylamme is heated with methyl nitrate. The 
liquid is heated with potash to expel volatile bases, neutralised with 
sulphnric acid, and the potassium salts are removed by concentration 
and repeated treatment with absolute alcohol. The tetramethylam- 
monium nitrate is obtained in fine, anhydrous, lamellar crystals, which 
may be dried at 130° without undergoing alteration. It is not deli- 
quescent, is very soluble in water, slightly soluble m cold, but more 
soluble in hot alcohol. It burns without leaving any residue, and is 
not decomposed by boiling with potash. When an aqueous solution of 
the substance is treated with hydrochloric acid and platinic chloride 
the platinochloride is deposited in the form of large orange-red 
regular octohedions. C. H. B. 

Amines containing Tertiary Radicles. By W. Rrnxjsnr (Bull 
Boc . Ohm. [2], 33, 297 — 300). — Trim ethylcarba mine, CMej.NH* 
(b. p. 45°), is obtained as a secondary product in the preparation of 
trimethylacetio acid from tertiary butyl nitrile. It is a mobile colour- 
less liquid, having the characteristic odour of the amines. Its sp. gr. 
at 0° is 0-7137 ; 0 7054 at 8° ; and 0*6931 at 15°, giving the coefficient 
of dilatation 0'00217 between 0° and 15°. Its salts with hydrochloric, 
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nitric, and hydriodic acids are soluble in alcohol, ether, and water, and 
are not decomposed on boiling their aqueous solutions. The sulphate 
and oxalate are partially decomposed by cold water. By treating sul- 
phuric acid with excess of the amine a mixture of neutral and acid 
sulphate is obtained. Trimethylcarbinamine readily unites with 
carbon bisulphide, forming a mixture of a salt of a thiocarbamine, 
CS(NH.CiH 9 ) (S.^THs.CiHg), and dibutylthiocarbamide, 

CS(im 2 .Cja9) s . 

The thiocarbamide cannot be obtained free from the area. 

Dimethylethjlcarbamitie , CHMe 2 Et.¥H 2 (b. p. 78°); its sp. gr. is 
0 7611 at 0° and 0*7475 at 15°. It is obtained as a bye-product in 
the preparation of dimethylethylacetic acid, and also by the action of 
mercuiic cyanate on isoamvl iodide in presence of hydrochloric acid, 
which the author prefers to potash. Carbonic anhydride is evolved 
and isoamyl carbamide, CO(NHj.C fi H n ) 2 , is formed, which is heated 
at 140° with hydrochloric acid under pressure. The amine is a liquid 
dissolving in water with evolution of heat. Its properties and salts 
correspond with those of the isoamylamine of Wurtz. 

Dibutijlamine , (C 4 H 9 ) 2 NH. — By allowing a mixture of trimethylcar- 
bamine and isobutyl iodide to stand for some time at the ordinary 
temperature crystals of dibutylamme hydriodide separate out. The 
reaction is not accelerated by heat, since the composition takes place 
with evolution of butylene. Dibutylamine yields trimethylcarbamine 
when treated with potash. 

Butylamylamme . — Crystals of the iodide are obtained by allowing 
equal molecules of trimethylcarbamine and amyl iodide to stand at 
the ordinary temperature for about a week. The iodide decomposes 
spontaneously. Caustic soda and water decompose the amine with 
formation of amylene and trimethylcarbamine. L. T. O’S. 

Oxalethyline and Chloroxalallyline, By O. Wallace and 
G. Stricken (Ber., 13, 511 — 514). — The chlorine-atom iu chloroxal- 
ethyline resists the action of nascent hydrogen, metallic magnesium, or 
aluminium, but it can be replaced by treating an alcoholic solution of 
the compound with sodium, or better by the action of pbospho ilium 
iodide on chloroxale thy line hydriodide, C b H 9 Cl]ST 2 .HI + H 2 0. This 
substance crystallises in beautiful transparent prisms, which melt in 
their water of crystallisation when heated on a water-bath. The 
anhydrous salt is hygroscopic. 

Oxalethyline, C 6 H 10 N 2 , is produced by heating this compound in 
sealed tubes with phosphorus and hydriodic acid. The crude product 
is rendered alkaline by the addition of potash, and the free base 
extracted with chloroform. Oxalethyline is a thick oily liquid miscible 
with water. It boils at 213°, and has the sp. gr. 0*9820. The aqueous 
solution produces precipitates with metallic salts. The hydrochloride, 
C 6 H 1Q ]Sr a .HCl, is deliquescent; it forms a beautiful double salt with 
cadmium chloride. The platinochlonde, ( C 6 H 10 lSr 2 .HCl) jJ PtCl4, forms 
reddish-yellow crystals, soluble in hot water. The crystalline silver 
salt, (C 8 Hinhr 2 ) 2 AgN 0 8 , is soluble in alcohol and in hot water. 

Two modifications of chlor oxalethyline appear to exist, the ordinary 
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variety, which is freely soluble in light petroleum, and an isomeride 
insoluble in that solvent. 

A solution of diallyloxamide (m. p. 154°, b. p. 274°) in chloroform 
combines with bromine to form the tetrabromide, 

CH 2 Br.OHBr.CH 2 .lSrH.CO.CO.]SrH.CH,.CHBr.CH>Br, 

a white compound insoluble in chloroform and the usual solvents. It 
can, however, be recrystallised from glacial acetic acid. It decomposes 
at 220°. 

Chloromllylme is formed by the action of phosphorus pentachloride 
on diallyloxamide, but it lias not yet been obtained in a state of 
purity. W. C. W. 

Bases of the Oxalic Acid Series. By 0. Wallace: and 
E. Schulze ( JBer 13 , 514 — 516). — Cliloroxalethyline is decomposed 
by sulphuric acid at 220° with evolution of hydrochloric acid. The 
mixture does not blacken. On oxidation with potassium permanganate, 
monethyloxamide and an acid melting at 111° are formed. The 
soluble compound with zinc chloride, (C 6 H 9 C1N 2 .HC1 );}ZiiC 12, yields 
pyrrol and ammonia when distdled with potash. 

Oxalethyline and methyl iodide combine with explosive violence, but 
if the substances are diluted with alcohol or ether the addition product, 
0 6 HioN 2 .MeI, is obtained in white hygroscopic crystals, soluble in 
alcohol. The polyiodide crystallines in dark-green lustrous needles. 
Oxalethyline combines with bromine to form an oily compound, which 
yields an insoluble brominated base when treated with alkalis. 

ChloroxaJpropylme , CsHisCINo (b. p. 235°) , is sparingly soluble in 
water. Both the platinochloride and the silver salt are crystalline. 
Ghbroscalamyline, Ci 2 H 2 iC1N 2 (b. p. 265 — 270°), is insoluble in water, 
but is volatile in a current of steam. W. C. W. 

Formation of Bases from Acid Amides. By 0. Wallach and 
J. Kamenski (Per., 13 , 516 — 525) . — A ceteih ylum ide, MeCO.NHEt, 
on treatment with phosphorus pentachloride, forms the base CaHuClN* 
which splits up when liberated from its salts, yielding the amidine, 
C&HhNj, and acetic acid. 

Trichloracetethylamide , CCl a .CO.NHEt, prepared from ethylamine 
and ethyl tricldoracetate, crystallises in large colourless plates 
(m. p. 74 j, which boil at 229 — 230°. With phosphorus pentachloride 
it yields an imide chloride, CCls.CCl I NEt, but no base. The di- 
chloracotethylamide, CCl 2 H.CO.NHEt (m. p. 57°, b.p. 227°), yields 
with phosphorus pentachloride the imidechloride, C01 2 H.CG1 * NEt 
(b. p. 161 — 164°), and the compound CCl 2 H.CC.l2.NEtPOCI. l , which 
boils between 140° and 150°. 

It has been previously shown {Annalen, 184 , 196) that acetanilide 
under similar treatment gives the base CwHaClNa. 

Tnchloracetanilide , CCl3.CO.NHPh, when treated with phosphorus, 
pentachloride does not yield a base; but mmorldoracetaniUde, 
CClH 2 .CO.NHPh, forms a crystalline hydrochloride, which is deposited 
from hot alcohol in yellow needles. 
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AeetmethjIaniUde , AleCO.NMePh, also produces a hydrochloride 
under like conditions. 

Phosphorus pentachloride acts on ethylamine camphorate, 
C 10 H ia O,CNH 2 Et) 2 , 

forming a pale yellow liquid, which yields on distillation phosphorns 
oxychloride and a resinous mass containing a base, having the com- 
position CuHjJftiO or C14H23N2O. The base is an oily liquid (sp. gr. 
1*01 at 20°, b. p. 284—286°) insoluble in water. It forms crystalline 
addition-compounds with silver nitrate, with methyl iodide and with 
bromine. The hydrochloride crystallises in prisms or plates, which 
are soluble in alcohol, and it forms a platinochloride. W. C. W. 

Remarks on the Preceding Papers. By 0. Wallacii (Ber., 31, 
522 — 524). — The author points out the relation between the bases of 
the oxalic series and some of the alkaloids, e.#., pyridine and piperi- 
dine. w, 0. w. 

Thiocarbamides with Tertiary Radicles. By W. Rudneff 
(Bull. boc. Chun. [2], 33, 300 ). — Tertianj hutylthiocarbamide , 
ile 3 C.RCS (m. p. 10*5°, b. p. 104"), is obtained by the action of mer- 
curic chloride on the compound CS(NH.C4H 9 ).(S,NH 3 .C4H 9 ) this 
vol., p. 546). It crystallises in large plates, having an aromatic 
odour. When treated with ammonia it yields the thiocarbamide, 
CS. (NH. CAIe 3 ) . NT3 2 , crystallising in prisms, and very soluble in 
alcohol; it melts at 165 . By the action of trim ethyl carbinamine on 
the thiocarbimide, di-isobutyl thiocarbamide, CS^H.CMea^, is formed, 
which is also obtained by heating the compound 

CS(NH.C4Fo)(S.FH i C 4 H 9 ), 

w ith alcohol. It is soluble iu water, alcohol, and ether, and melts at 
162°. 

Tertian/ amyltliioaabaiuide , CMeJEt.NCS. — The salt of the thio- 
carbamine, obtained by the action of carbon bisulphide on the amine 
when treated with mercuric chloride, yields tertiary 
amyl thiocarbimide. It is a liquid boiling at 166°, and having a. 
pleasant odour. L. T. O’ IS. 

Crystalline Form of Nitrosothymol, Lapachic Acid, and 
Comic Acid. By R. Pa\ t ebianco (Gazzdta^ 10, 78 — 82). — Niirasothj- 
mol , C a H 2 Hc( CJET 7 ) (NO) .OH. — This was prepared from the synthetic 
thymol obtained from cnmic alcohol cumene, and from camphor 
cymene, the compounds from the two sources being identical. The 
crystals are monoclinic a : b : 0 = 1*9874 : 1 : 0*8941, 9 = 94° 57' 20". 
Observed forms 100, 010, 001, 101, 101, 110 ; observed combinations 
100 010 with the cleavage plane 101, and the same with 110; 100 
010 101 101; the same with 001. Cleavage parallel to 101. Twin 
plane parallel io 100. Positive double refraction 2H a =86° 10' for the 
red and 82° 2u' for the violet. The colour of the crystals is straw- 
yellow. 

Lnpacluc acid belongs to the monoclinic system. a : b : c = 
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07206 : 1 : 0-64.92 ; v = 97° 9'. Observed forms 100, 001, 101, 101, 
110, 130, 150, 133, 133, h 3 h l. Observed combinations 100 001 101 
101 150, tbe same with. 110 130 133 133. Cleavage takes place 
easily parallel to 100. The twin plane is parallel to 100. 

Gumic Isopropylben zoic Acid , C 6 H4(CH 2 .CH 2 Me).COOH. — The 
crystals belong to the triclinic system a : 6 : c=2 07*825 :1 : 1*34669 : — 

c = 73° 21' £ = 103° 13' 

P = 75° 8 v = 100° 50' 

7 = 72° 56' f = 103° 44' 30" 

Observed forms 100, 001, 010, 110, 101, 470, 201. Observed com- 
binations 100 001 110 110 470, the same with 010 and with 010 201. 
Cleavage plane parallel to 100 imperfect. The crystals are colourless, 
and usually have the form 100 greatly developed. C. E. G. 

Nitration of Paranitrobenzoic Acid. By H. Hubner and A. 
Stromeyer (Her., 13, 461 — 462). — Paraorthodinitrohenzoic acid, 
described by Tiemann and Judson (Her., 3, 232), and by Griess (ibid., 
7, 1223), can also be obtained by saturating a mixture of fuming 
nitric and snlphnric acids with paranitrobenzoic acid. The solution 
is warmed on a water-bath and afterwards heated at 170° for 12 
hours, the unchanged paranitrobenzoic acid is precipitated by diluting 
the mixture with water. Soda is added to the filtrate until a fourth 
of the acid present is neutralised ; the liquid is evaporated to dryness, 
and the residue extracted with alcohol. Prom the alcoholic solution 
barium nitrobenzoate is prepared, from which the lead salt and the 
free acid can be derived. W. C. W. 

7-Snlpboisophtbalic Acid and the Corresponding 7-Hydroxy- 
isophthalie Acid. By K. Heine (Ber., 13, 491 — 497). — ^Sulpho- 
isopktJicdic acid , OeHsCSOaHXCOOHXCOOH) =[1:3:5], prepared 
by heating a mixture of sulphuric anhydride and isophthalie acid, and 
purified by conversion into its barium and lead salts, is a thick un- 
crystallisable syrup. It forms three potassium salts ; the normal salt, 
CbHaKsSO,, crystallises in needles, which are very soluble in water. 
A solution of this substance in hot hydrochloric acid deposits beautiful 
needles of the mono-potassium salt, C 8 H s KS0 7 + 3H s O, on cooling. 
The crystals are insoluble in alcohol and either ; they dissolve freely in 
hot and sparingly in cold water. CsH^KjSO-r crystallises in long 
prisms. The salts of 7-snlphoisophthalic acid, with the exception of 
lead sulphoisophthalate, are soluble in water. 

Trimesic acid appears to be produced by fusing together 7-potassium 
formate and 7-sulphoisophthalate. 

y-Hydroxyisophthalic acid , 0«H 3 (OH)(COOH)(OOOH) = [1:8: 5}, 
is formed by fusing the mo no- potassium 7-sulphoisoplithalate with 
10 times its weight of potash for five minutes. By dissolving the 
product in water and acidifying the solution with hydrochloric acid, 
the new acid is obtained as a colourless crystalline deposit, which 
melts at 285°, and begins to sublime at the same temperature. If the 
fusion is carried on too long, a- hydro xyphth alio acid is produced. 

The 7-acid contains 2 mols. of water of crystallisation which are 
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expelled at 100°. It forms three series of salts: C 8 H 8 Ag0 5 is de- 
posited in slender needles when silver nitrate is added to a hot aqueous 
solution of the acid : CaH^ A g 2 0 5 is thrown down as an insoluble crys- 
talline precipitate, when silver nitrate is added to the corresponding 
ammonium salt. Calcium chloride does not produce a precipitate in 
neutral solutions of the acid, but on addition of ammonia, (CflH 3 0 6 ) 2 Ca* 
separates out. Barium chloride yields an immediate precipitate with 
the alkaline solution, and when added to a hot neutral solution a white 
salt is formed, which is deposited in needle-shaped crystals from the 
liquid on cooling. Lead nitrate produces a white precipitate in neutral 
solutions. 

Diethyl 7 -hydroxyisophthalate, C 6 H } (OH)(COOEt) 2 , crystallises in 
monoclinic prisms, which melt at 103° ; the dimethyl salt forms 
needle-shaped crystals (m. p. 159 — 160°). The following table 
exhibits the points of difference between the three isomeric hydroxy- 
isophthalic acids : — 



Water of crystallisation 
Melting point 

Solubility in hot water . 

Aqueous solution 

Feme chloride 

Neutral barium salt. . . . 
Diethyl salt 


None 

Above 300° . , ^ 

Freely | 

If on-fluorescent . 
Red coloration . . 
Very soluble .... 
Melting point 52° 


1 molecule 

Anhydrous, 243° 
Air dried, 239° . . 

Freely 

Fluorescent .... 
Red coloration . . 
Insoluble 



2 molecules 
j 284— 285° 

Sparingly 
If on-fluorescent 
No change 
Sparingly soluble 
Melting point 103° 


W. C. W. 


Acetobenzoic Anhydride. By W. H. Greene {Bull. Soc , Ohim. 
[2], 33, 424 — 426). — On repeating the experiments of Loir (this 
vol., 31) on the action of hydrochloric acid and chlorine on acetoben- 
zoic anhydride, the author finds that it behaves in a precisely similar 
manner, whether the anhydride is prepared from acetic chloride and 
sodinm benzoate or from benzoic chloride and sodium acetate. By 
treating the anhydride with hydrochloric acid at a temperature below 
100° the liquid solidifies ; between 55° and 00°, acetic chloride distils 
oyer, the distillate which comes over below 120° contains acetic 
chloride and acetic acid, and by heating the residue more strongly, 
and increasing the current of hydrochloric acid, a small quantity of 
benzoic chloride distils over, and it is also found in the residue. 

By passing hydrochloric acid into acetobenzoic anhydride in the 
cold, the liquid solidifies, and consists of acetic chloride, acetic acid, 
benzoic chloride, and benzoic acid. With chlorine, acetobenzoic anhy- 
dride, prepared by either method, gave the same products of decompo- 
sition, namely, acetic chloride, monochloracetic acid, benzoic chloride, 
and monochlorobenzoic acid. If the reaction takes place between 140° 
and 155° the two first bodies are the principal products. There is 
some difficulty in separating the chloracetic acid and benzoic chloride, 
owing to the boiling points being nearly the same. These results 
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prove the identity of the so-called acetylbenzoic anhydride, and the 
benzoylacetic anhydride of Loir. L. T. O’S. 

Digallic Acid. By H. Schiff (Bpt^ 13, 454 — 457). — In replying 
to Freda’s criticisms ( Gnzsetta , , 9, 327, and Ber., 12, 1576), the author 
points out that when sulphuretted hydrogen is passed through a hot 
solution of natural or artificial digallic acid, decomposition may take 
place in two different ways, viz., that either the digallic acid is simply 
converted into gallic acid or sulphur separates out and another acid is 
formed in addition to the gallic acid. 

Artificial digallic acid is more easily decomposed by sulphuretted 
hydrogen, than tannin containing 3 per cent, of glucose. 

Hot alcoholic or aqueous solutions of gallic acid can dissolve srmfl.ll 
quantities of arsenic sulphide. No change occurs when the liquid is 
boiled. W. C. W. 

Chemical Constituents of Stereocaulon Vesuvianum. By 
E. PATEBud ( Gnzzetta , 10, 157). — The author states that by exhausting 
this lichen with ether he obtained a colourless crystalline compound, 
which after purification by crystallising it from chloroform, appeared 
to be identical with atranoric acid, Ci 9 Hi b 0 8 , from lecanora titra. 
Coppola (this vol., 382), found nothing but succinic acid, and although 
it is possible that this acid may be present as some salt insoluble in 
ether, the fact remains that Coppola missed the principal constituent 
of the lichen. C. E. G. 

Homofluorescein, a new Colouring Matter from OrcinoL 

By H. Schwarz (Ber., 13, 543 — 568 ). — Sodium homofluorescein , pre- 
pared by gen+ly boiling 10 grams of orcinol dissolved in 20 c.c. of a 
saturated solution of common salt, with 8 grams of chloroform, and 
80 c.c. of a 10 per cent, solution of soda. The liquid soon acquires a 
red colour, and after boiling for 10 minutes begins to deposit red 
needle-shaped crystals. A second crop of crystals can be obtained 
by boiling the mother-liquor with chloroform and soda. 

The aqueous or alcoholic solution of the salt has a reddish-yellow 
colour. 1 mgrm. imparts a pale yellow colour, and a green fluorescence 
to a liter of water. The silver salt is thrown down as a dark red 
precipitate when silver nitrate is added to a solution of sodium homo- 
fluorescein. 

When a concentrated aqueous solution of the sodium compound is 
boiled with 150 parts of glacial acetic acid, dark red crystals having a 
green metallic lustre are deposited, which, when heated at 100°, lose 
32 per cent, of acetic acid and leave pure homofluorescein, CssHisOg. 
This compound dissolves sparingly in water, alcohol, and cold acetic 
acid, and it combines with the alkalis and alkaline earths to form 
fluorescent solutions, which deposit red needle-shaped crystals on 
evaporation. The ammonium salt is very unstable, splitting up at the 
ordinary temperature into ammonia and homofluorescein. The banum 
salt, CttH 16 Ba0 8 + 3H a O, crystallises in brownish-red needles or scales 
which exhibit a golden lustre. 

The salts of the heavy metals are insoluble in water. 
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The fluorescence of homofluorescein is destroyed by reduction -with 
sodium amalgam, and also by oxidation -with potassium permanga- 
nate or dichromate. 

Tetra- and h ex a -bromohomoeosin are produced by adding the calculated 
amount of bromine mixed with hot acetic acid to a boiling solution of 
sodium homofluorescein in alcohol or glacial acetic acid. The alco- 
holic solution of these compounds has a cherry-red colour and a pale 
yellow fluorescence. Tetrabromohomoeosin, 0«H u Br 4 0 0 , forms a pale 
red crystalline sodium salt, CssHisNaBr^Os *f 4H 2 0. 

On adding a solution of iodine in potassium iodide to an aqueous 
solution of soiium-homofluorescem, a black precipitate is deposited, 
which turns red when heated. It consists of tri-iodoho moeosin , 
CasHifiljOo. The sodium salt is a red crystalline body, dissolving in 
alcohol or water, forming a cherry-red liquid which is not fluorescent. 
With acetic anhydride, homofluorescein yields a resinous compound 
having the composition, Co3H 2i Ac 4 0 6 + 2H 2 0 or 0 2 ^Hm0 6 4- 2 C 4 H< > 03 . 
On addition of water to the alcoholic solution of this substance, a 
brown syrup separates out, which solidifies, forming brownish-yellow 
crystalline plates. 

Warm nitric acid (sp. gr. 1*4) dissolves sodium homofluorescein, but 
the liquid rapidly deposits hexanitrumonoxyhomofluorescein nitrate , 

C23Hi 2 (lf 0 2 ) eOs.HN 0 j, 

as a yellowish-red crystalline powder, which explodes without melting 
at 180°. The nitrate is soluble in alcohol, but is decomposed by water 
into hexanitrohomofluorescem and nitric acid. The nitro product is 
less soluble in nitric acid than in water, and it may be obtained in 
golden-coloured rhombic plates having the composition — 
CosHiaCNO^sOgH^O, 

by adding dilute nitric acid to the hot aqueous solution. The sodium 
salt. C^HnfNO-OJSaOe, and the silver salt, C 2 3 H 11 (^ 0 2 ) 6 Ag 0 6 , crys- 
tallise in glistening red plates. 

Diammonium pentanitrvdiazoamidomonoxyhomnjluorescein is deposited 
in red or yellow crystalline plates when a solution of the preceding 
nitro-product in boiling ammonia is acidified with acetic acid. From 
this compound the iri- and the di-potassium salts , C^B^KsNjAe and 
Cj3H 12 K 2 NbOj6i " vvere prepared : the former resembles potassium picrate 
in appearance, the latter forms pale yellow crystals. 

HtJ a m uluoi yfi u oresvet n hydrochloride , + HC1 + H s O, 

prepared by the reduction of the nitro-compound with tin and hydro- 
chloric acid, forms transparent colourless crystals, which readily lose 
hydrochloric acid and acquire a brown colour. If the reduction 
is carried on in an alkaline solution an intense purple colo ur is pro- 
duced. 

When treated with a warm aqueous solution of potassium cyanide 
the hexnitromonoxyhomofluorescein yields hexaniti’ohomofluorescein- 
cyamie acid. ^ q # yy 

Xylene Derivatives. By E. Nietzki (Ber., 13, 470-473).— 
Amidoazoxylene, prepared by treating xylidine with nitrous acid, ciys- 
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tallises in orange-coloured plates (m. p« 115°) ; it dissolves in alco- 
hol and ether, forming dark yellow solutions which are changed to 
carmine colour by the addition of an acid in excess. The hydrochlo- 
ride forms red needles, soluble in alcohol. It is decomposed by water. 
On reduction with zinc and hydrochloric acid, paraxylenediamine is 
produced together with xylidine. The crude product is made alkaline 
and extracted with ether, and that portion of the residue (remaining 
after evaporating off the ether) which boils at 270 — 800° is recrystal- 
lised from hot benzene. In this way paraxylenediamine is obtained 
in colourless needles (m. p. 150°), soluble in alcohol and in hot water. 
The salts of this base are very soluble. 

Xyloquinone , CaH b 0 2 , formed by the oxidation of xylenediamine or 
xylidene melts at 125°, and sublimes even at the ord inar y temperature, 
producing golden-yellow needles. It bears a strong resemblance to 
its lower homologues, and is perhaps identical with the metaphloron of 
Rommier and Bonilhon ( Compt . rend,, 55, 214). 

Xyloquinol , prepared by treating xyloquinone with warm sul- 
phurous acid solution, is deposited from a hot aqueous solution in 
silvery plates (m. p. 212°). It is converted into the quinone by oxida- 
tion. Xyloquinone combines with hydrochloric acid, forming mono- 
chloroxyloquinol. W. 0. W. 

Constitution of Rosaniline Salts. By A. Rosbnstiehl (Bull, 
Soc . Chim. [2], 33, 342 — 349 and 426 — 435). — E. and O. Eischer 
(Annalen, 194, 285) have shown that paraleucaniline is the triamido- 
derivative of diphenylmethane, the amido-groups being equally divided 
among the phenyl-groups, and moreover pararosaniline bears the same 
relation to paraleucaniline that triphenylcarbinol does to triphenyl- 
methane. 

a 

Triphonylmethane. Triphenyloarhinol. 

H.CPha OH-CPha 

Paraleucaniline. Pararosaniline. 

H.CCCeMHOa OH.C(CoH 4 .XH 2 ) s 

In discussing the constitution of the salts of rosaniline, they show 
that the base loses the elements of water when it combines with an 
acid, and this separation of water they conclude is accompanied by a 
rearrangement of the atoms. The formula they give for the combined 
base may be either — 

(CeHi-NHOsC : CsMH*, or (CJBkNH a ) 3 C< | . 

Of these they prefer the latter, since the former formnla would make 
rosaniline to be a derivative of the hydrocarbon, Ph 2 C I 0 * 04 , which 
does not exist. There is therefore one formula for the uncombined 
base, and another for the combined, and according to the formula, 
CiflHnXs, for pararosaniline, it contains two atoms of hydrogen less 
than paraleucaniline, whereas in reality it contains the same number 
of hydrogen atoms, and differs by an atom of oxygen. In the forma- 
tion of the salts from the base, Ci»H n 2$«, E. and 0. Fischer (Her., 12, 
yol. xxxvm. 2 r 
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2351) assume that one atom of nitrogen becomes pentatomic, the 

CeHi 

hydrochloride being (C 6 H; HH 2 ) 2 C<^ | 

NH2CI 

Starting with pararosaniline hydrochloride haying the above for- 
mula, the formation of paraleucaniline, the diazo- derivative and the base 
from it are all attended with a rearrangement of the aromatic group, 
the double linking of the nitrogen atom being in each case broken, 

C 6 Hi 

and an amido-group formed. If (CbH^.NH | , is the con- 

N NH 2 C1 


stitntion of pararosaniline hydrochloride, then (C S H 4 .NH 2 ),C<^ 


NHo.OH 


would be the base, and it is no longer a tertiary alcohol, but if the 
base is a carbinol, (C 6 H 4 HH 2 ) 2 C(OH).C 6 H 4 HH 2 , then the chloride 
should be represented thus : (CeH^NH^eCCl.CgHi NH 2 , as the haloid 
ether of a tertiary ami do-alcohol. The reactions can, by the above 
formula, be explained without any alteration in the grouping of the 
atoms. 


The formation of (1) paraleucaniline, (2) the diazo-derivatives, and 
(3) the base from the hydrochloride, may he represented as fol- 
lows : — 


(1) (C«MH*)sCCl + n 2 = COeH 4 .NH a ) 8 CH + HOI. 

(2) (CeHiJSTHOsCCl + 3HH0 2 + 2HC1 = (C 6 H 4 .H 2 C1),C.0H+ 5H a O. 

(3) (CeH 4 .HH a ) 3 CCl + HaHO = (C 6 H i .NE 2 ) J aOH + Had. 

That the substitution of the alcoholic OH group by chlorine, aud 
vice versd, is not a new function of these bodies, is seen by the forma- 
tion of methyl chloride and benzyl chloride, and notably triphenyl- 
chloromethane, which is so unstable as to be decomposed by the 
moisture in the atmosphere ; it is also readily reduced by hydrogen. 
The question of the group, (C«Hi.NH 3 ) 2 C, playing the pari of an 
electropositive element, only needs reference to the reaction of nitro- 
form with potash, forming (N0 2 ) 3 C.K, in which the nitro-group 
(H0 3 ) 3 0 plays the part of an electronegative element ; such being the 
case, it is not impossible that the amido-group, (C 6 H 4 .HH 2 ) 3 C, should 
play the pari of an electropositive element. 

Leucaniline forms a series of triacid salts, each of the groups 
(C«H 4 HH 2 ) acting as a primary amine, and uniting with one molecule 
of a monobasic acid, paraleucaniline hydrochloride being — 

(0 6 H 4 .HH 3 01) 3 CH. 

Pararosaniline ought to form two series of salts, the monacid salts 
and the series corresponding with the chloride (C 6 H4.HH 3 C1) 3 C01. 
This is in accordance with fact and with the views of Hofmann, although 
he considered the polyacid salts as triacid, based on his analyses, 
which were only approximative owing to the instability of the salts, 
and on his idea that rosaniline was a triamine, Pararosaniline there- 
fore as a carbinol forms two series of salts, (1) ethers of a tertiary, 
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aromatic amido- alcohol, and (2) salts o£ the ether, which is a triacid 
amine. 

In explaining the constitution of malachite-green, E. and 0. Fischer 
have again resorted to the double linking of the nitrogen atom when 
the base is combined. At first they proposed for the combined base 
Me*N.C 6 EL C 6 H 4 

the formula, I » on the assumption that formyl alde- 

Ph X \NMe 

hyde was formed when the leuco base is oxidised, this being denied by 
Doebner : they suggest tbe formula, jj[e-N 

is derived from the carbinol, PhC(OH)(C 6 H 1 .lJlIe a )i!, by the hydroxyl 
uniting with an atom of hydrogen of one of the methyl groups leav- 
ing the unsaturated link of the carbon of the methane to unite with 
the nitrogen (which becomes pentavalent) of the group C 6 H 4 .lSrMe. 
thus formed. When this base unites with an acid, the hydrogen of 
the acid unites with the group CH 2 , forming methyl, and the acid 
radicle saturates the vacant nitrogen link, the hydrochloride being 

Ph. 

yC\ | . A body having such a formula belongs to 

MeJST.OeH/ X STMe 2 Cl 

the class of quaternary ammonium compounds, in which the chlorine 
is only replaced by OH with great difficulty. In this case, however, 
the change is easily effected. To* meet this objection, E. andO. Fischer 
assume that since the nitrogen is united to triphenylcarbinol, it has 
special properties, and that the reaction takes place in two stages, the 

C 6 Hi 

ammonium hydroxide, I C<f 1 , which readily undergoes molecular 

^HMea-OH 

change, the double link breaking up, and the result being the carbinol 
: C(OH).C 6 H4.HMe2. 

Starting with that formula for malachite-green, the author explains 
the above reactions on the same principle as he does the constitution 
of the pararosaniline salts, namely, by considering the salts as ethers 
of the carbinol. Thus malachite-green hydrochloride is — 

Ph0Cl(0«H 4 .]me 2 ) a . 


By so doing, the formation of a hypothetical base is not necessary, 
and the nitrogen in the salts derived from both bases has the same 
properties, which is not the case according to the views of B. and O. 
Fischer, in the one case nitrogen being trivalent, and in the other 
pentavalent. 

Regarding E. and O. Fischer’s views on the identity of the violet 
from methylaniline and Hofmann’s violet, the author does not con- 
sider the evidence in support of them conclusive, but maintains rather 
that the violet from methylaniline would be — 

PhMeN.OCl(C 6 H 4 .NMo i ) s , 


2 r 2 
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whilst Hofmann’s violet from pararosaniline would be — 

mms.cA.CGKCs&ijmedt. 

To establish their identity, a molecular change would be necessary. 

Discussing the theory of the double linking of the atoms and its 
bearing on the colour of bodies, the author maintains that the views 
of Graebe and Liebermann (Ber., 1, 106, 1868) have not been con- 
firmed, for since the constitution of anthracene is fully established, 
the cause of the coloration of the anthraquinones cannot be due to 
double linking. Again, there are nitroform, the nitroanilines, and the 
nitrophenols, colouring matters which have no double linking. 

L. T. O’S. 

Conversion of Azoxybenzene into Oxyazobenzene. By 0. 
Wallace: and L. Belli ( Ber ., 13, 525 — 527). — When water is added 
to a solution of azoxybenzene in warm sulphuric acid, unaltered 
azoxybenzene and an isomeride are precipitated. The new compound 
crystallises in red pyramids, which have a metallic lnstre, and appears 
to he identical with the oxyazobenzene of Griess (Ber., 3, 233). The 
formation of this substance is probably due to the following reac- 
tions: — 

(PhN) 2 0 4- H 2 SO* = PhOH + FhN:N.S0 3 H + 0 
PhOH + PhNIN.SOjH = PhN:N.C 6 H 4 .OH - H 2 SO,. 

W. C. W. 

Nitration of Salicylanilide. By C. Merschikg (Per., 13, 462— 
463). — o^Bfitrosalieylanilide (m. p. 224°) produced by the action of 
nitric acid on salicylanilide, is converted into a-metanitrosalicylic acid 
by treatment with alkalis. 

Salicyl(htJicmitranilide , C<^ 4 (N0 2 ).NH.C0,CJE[4.0H, obtained by the 
action of phosphorous chloride on a mixture of orthonitraniline and 
salicylic acid, crystallises in yellow plates, which dissolve freely in 
benzene, but are only sparingly soluble in petroleum and in alcohol. 

Nascent hydrogen converts salicylorthonitranilide into an anhydro- 
NH 

compound, C 6 H 4 <( ^C.CJETi.OH, which forms colourless needle- 

shaped crystals (m. p. 222*5°), readily soluble in ether and alcohol. 
This substance combines with acids forming colourless salts. 

W. C. W. 

Thiamides, By 0. Wailach (Ber., 13, 527— 530).-— The sodium 
compounds of the isothiamides , SB/'.It.CINB/ are easily obtained in 
colourless glistening crystalline plates by adding ether to a mixture of 
a concentrated alcoholic solution of the thiamide (1 mol.) with a 
freshly prepared concentrated alcoholic solution of sodium (1 atom). 
The sodium compounds dissolve fieely in water. When carbonic 
anhydride is passed through the aqueous solution, the thiamide is 
deposited in a state of purity. 

Sodium thiacetanilide exhibits the following reactions. It produces 
with silver nitrate a black, with lead acetate a white precipitate, which 
turns black on boiling, with copper sulphate a yellowish-green, with 
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mercuric chloride a white precipitate, which changes to yellow when 
boiled, with mercurous nitrate dark brown, ferric chloride white, and 
with cobalt nitrate a greenish- white precipitate. 

Methyh sotluacetn nilide, SMe.MeC I NPh, prepared by the action of 
methyl iodide and sodium on thiacetanilide, boils at 244-- 246°. Thir 
acetmethylamlide, SHe.CNMePh, from acetmonomethylanilide, crystal- 
lises in colourless monoclinic plates soluble in ether, chloroform, and 
alcohol. This compound melts at 58 — 59% and boils at 290°. The 
two isomerides, thiacetorthotoluidide and thiacetparatoluidide, melt at 
07° and 130° respectively. 

The isothiamides combine with the iodides of alcoholic radicles at 
the ordinary temperature, forming a crystalline mass. 

w. c. w. 

Orthochlorobenzparatoluide and its Derivatives. By H. 
Schbeib (Her., 13, 465 — 468). — By the action of orthochlorobenzoic 
chloride on paratoluidine, colourless crystals of ortkoclilorubenzpara- 
tolnide are obtained. This compound melts at 131°, dissolves freely in 
alcohol, and yields several nitro-products. 

Orthochlorobmzmetanitroparatoluide prepared by dropping the pre- 
ceding compound into a mixture of 1 part of fuming and 3 parts of 
concentrated nitric acid, forms yellowish-green crystals (m. p. 139°) 
soluble in glacial acetic acid. It yields metanitrotoluidine on decom- 
position with alcoholic potash. 

Dinitro-orthochlorobenzparatoluide, obtained by treating the mono- 
nitro-derivative with hot fuming nitric acid, forms colourless silky 
crystals (m. p. 228°), soluble in chloroform and in glacial acetic acid. 

The tnnitro-product, CuH^OtCI (m. p. 239°) is prepared by heat- 
ing a solution of orthochlorobenzparatoluide in faming nitric acid, 
and resembles the preceding compound. 

Orthochlorobmzamidoparatoluide (m.p. 153°) is formed by the reduc- 
tion of the mononitro-derivative by tin and glacial acetic acid saturated 
with gaseous hydrochloric acid. When an aqueous solution of hydro- 
chloric acid is used, chlorobenzoic acid and diamidotoluene are pro- 
duced. The amido- compound is soluble in alcohol. 

By the action of benzoic chloride on the preceding substance, colour- 
less needles (tn. p. 178°) are obtained, which have the composition, 
C c HjMe.NHCOPhNHCO.0 6 H a Cl. This base yields on distillation 

anhudro - o rt hochlo rob enz met amido par aioluide, CaHsMe.N! C (NH) . C«HiCL 

w, c, w. 

Action of Alcohols and Phenols on Add Imide Chlorides. 
By 0. Wallach and A. Liebmakn 13, 506 — 511).— If oxame- 

thane chloride, COOEt.CCl 2 .NH 27 is covered with an equivalent quantity 
of benzyl alcohol, it dissolves in the alcohol, and a sudden evolution of 
ethyl chloride and hydrochloric acid takes place. The mixture ou 
cooling deposits white needle-shaped crystals (m. p. 135°), which 
have the composition NHa.CO.COO.CHsPb. 

Oxamethane chloride yields similar compounds with isobutalde- 
hyde, fermentation amyl alcohol and anhydrous phenyl, viz. : — 

NH 3 .CO.COO.C 4 H 9 (m. p. 90°), NHtCO.COO.C 5 Hn (m. p. 93°), 
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and KH a .CO.COOPli (m. p. 132°). The first of these three compounds 
is also produced by saponifying isobutyl oxalate with ammonia. 

By heating together phenol and benzanilidimide chloride, a green 
syrupy liquid is obtained, which solidifies in a few days to a yellow 
mass (m. p. above 260°) insoluble in ether, chloroform, and benzene. 
On exposure to moist air, it rapidly decomposes into phenol, phenyl 
benzoate, be nz enyldiphenylamidine hydrochloride, and aniline hydro- 
chloride. If the syrupy liquid is protected from the influence of 
moisture by immersion in anhydrous ether, it is found to have the 
composition OPh.PhC * KPhHCl. 

Its decomposition is represented by the following equations : — 

OPh.PhC : NPhHCl + H 2 0 = Ph.COOPh + NH a PhHCl 
OPh.PhC I KPh + NH a PhHCl = JtfHPh.PhC : NPhHCl 4* PhOH. 

W. C. W. 

Synthesis of Phosphenyl Sulphoehloride. By H. Kohler 
(Ber. t 13, 463 — 464). — Phosphenyl sulphoehloride can easily be pre- 
pared by allowing sulphur chloride to drop slowly into a flask (fitted 
with an upright condenser) containing phosphenyl chloride, SPhPCU 
+ S 3 C1 2 = 2PhPCl a S 4- PhPCh. 

When the reaction is complete, the flask is cooled down in a freez- 
ing mixture, which causes phosphenyl tetrachloride to crystallise out. 
The liquid portion of the product is shaken up with water, dried, and 
rectified ; the phosphenyl sulphoehloride boils at 270°. 

w. c. w- 

Action of Bromine on Diphenylmethane. By C. Priedel and 
M. Balsohn (BulL 80 c. Clam. [2], 33, 337 — 342). — Diphenylmethane, 
prepared by the action of benzoic chloride on benzene in presence of 
aluminium chloride, when treated with 2 mols. of bromine, yields 
dijphenyldibromomethane, CBr 2 Ph 3 , a brown liquid which solidifies on 
standing. It is decomposed by repeated distillation or by continued 
heating, being converted into a crystalline solid (m. p. 214°) contain- 
ing 4 per cent, of bromine, which is obtained in orthorhombic plates 
when heated at 150° with alcohol under pressure. It consists of 
impure tetraphenyletliylene, Ph 2 C I CPh 2j from which the pnre sub- 
stance may be obtained by treating the solution of it in toluene with 
sodium for some time. 

When heated with water at 150° for some time, diphenyldibromo- 
methane is in great part converted into benzophenone. 

Diphenylmonobromomethane , CHBrPh 2 . (m. p. 45°). — By the action 
of 1 mol. bromine on 1 mol. diphenylmethane, a brown liquid is 
obtained, from which crystals of the monobromo- compo and separate 
on cooling ; it is very soluble in benzene. By the action of alcoholic 
potash, the bromo-compound is converted in the ethyl ether of di- 
phenylcarbinol, CHPh a .OEt, an oily liquid boiling at 288°. Linne- 
mann (Annalen, 133, 17) obtained the same body by the action of 
sulphuric add on a mixture of benzhydrol (diphenylcarbinol) and 
alcohol, and describes it as a liquid boiling at 183 , aud turning green 
when exposed to the light ; that prepared by the authors is not affected 
by sunlight. The same ether is obtained by the continued boiling of 
the bromo-compound with alcohol. 
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The amyl ether is obtained by the action of amyl alcohol and potash 
on diphenylmonobromomethane . It is an oily colourless liquid 
(b. p. 310°). 

Diphenylmethylacetate, CHPh 2 .OAc, is obtained as a liquid (b. p. 
310°) by treating the bromo-compound ■with potassium acetate. The 
continued action of alcoholic potash on the acetate converts it into 
diphenylcarbinol, CHPh 2 .OH (m. p. 65°). 

When heated with water at 150° for some time, diphenylmonobromo- 
methane yields diphenylcarbinol and the corresponding ether. The 
latter is sparingly soluble in alcohol, from which it crystallises in 
small prisms. It melts at 110° (Linneman, 118°), and on cooling 
remains liquid at temperatures much below its melting point ; it finally 
solidifies to an opaque crystalline mass, which melts at the original 
temperature. The ether crystallises in anorthie prisms from its solution 
in a mixture of alcohol and benzene. 

Diphenylcarbinol is obtained in fine needles by adding water to the 
mother- liquors of the ether. 

Diphenylmonobromomethane is gradually converted into the car- 
binol by contact with water at the ordinary temperature. 

L. T. O’S. 

A New Colouring Matter. By W. v. Miller (Her., 13, 542—543). 
— “ Biebrich Scarlet *’ is a mixture of “ mandarine yellow *’ with several 
red colouring matters, two of which proved to be the di- and tri- 
sulphonic acids of the compound PhN' .’ IS'.CeHi.N I N.Ci 0 Hr.OH. 

W. C. W. 

Lsevorotary Terebenthene from French Turpentine Oil. By 
F. Flavitzky (Bull Soc. Ohim. [2], 33, 296). — This terebenthene 
yields hydrate of terebenthene not only when treated with nitric acid, 
but also with sulphuric or hydrochloric acid. The reaction takes place 
more quickly when hydrochloric acid is used than with either of the 
other acids. By treating lsevorotary terebenthene with alcohol and 
sulphuric acid (sp. gr. 1*64), the rotary power disappears, and a sub- 
stance boiling at 175° is obtained, probably an isomeride. 

L. T. O’S. 

Adipic Acid from Camphor. By J. Kachler (Per., 13, 487 — 188)* 
— Camphor yields on oxidation with chromic or nitric acid, cam- 
phoronic acid, OqH^Os, hydro-oxycamphoronic acid, Ci 9 Hh 0 6 , and some 
syrupy acids which were not investigated. This confirms the accuracy 
of the author’s former experiments ( Armcd&n, 200, 340), but does not 
agree with Bailo’s observation (Per., 12, 1597, and this vol,, p. 50) 
that adipic acid is formed when camphor is oxidised with chromic 
acid. W. C. W. 

Resin from Rosewood. By A. Terreil and A* Wolff (Bull 
Soc . Ohim. [2], 33, 485— 436).— The resin obtained from rosewood 
has a brilliant black colour with a brown reflection, a vitreous fracture, 
and a balsamic odour ; its sp. gr. at 15° is 1*2662, and it melts at 95°. 
It dissolves in all proportions in alcohol, but is less soluble in ether, 
chloroform, and carbon bisulphide, and is insoluble in water. 

Soda and potash dissolve the rosin, forming brown-coloured solutions, 
from which it is again soparated in brown flakes on adding an acid ; 
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on boiling the solution an odour resembling benzaldehyde and haw- 
thorn is evolved. Sulphuric acid also dissolves the resin with a blood- 
red colour; by adding water, the resin is precipitated without alter- 
ation. When treated with nitric acid, it yields an acid of an orange 
colour crystallising in needles. 

On distillation, white vapours are evolved at first, having an odour 
resembling those from gum benzoin, but containing no benzoic acid, 
then an essential oil passes over, and finally tarry matters. Its analysis 
corresponds with the formula 02iH 2 i0 6 ; it forms salts with lead and 
barium. 

By extracting other coloured woods, such as amaranth wood, iron 
wood, ebony, &c., with alcohol, resins resembling that from rosewood are 
obtained, but not in so large a proportion; rosewood yields 35 per cent, 
of its weight of resin. L. T. O’S. 

Chlorophyll. By Pringshei^ (Compt. rend, 90, 161 — 165). — By 
exposing a portion of vegetable tissue under the microscope to bright 
sunlight concentrated by means of a large lens, the author has been 
able to follow by direct observation the effects of light on chlorophyll, 
and on the protoplasmic contents of the living cell. In this manner 
he has proved the existence in chlorophyll of a colourless, crystallisable, 
oleaginous substance, hitherto unknown, which appears to have a 
direct relation with the assimilation of carbon by the green parts of 
plants. This substance, named hypochlorin , has not been isolated in 
a pure condition, but it bas been shown to be the only carbon com- 
pound, in phanerogams at least, which cannot be formed without the 
aid of light. 

Researches on chlorophyll itself have fairly proved that this pigment 
is not decomposed in the act of carbon assimilation, and that it cannot 
be considered as the mother-substance of all or any of the carbon com- 
pounds found in plants. 

It is true that its decomposition in the isolated cell can be directly 
observed, but this decomposition is due to the action of oxygen, and is 
quite independent of absorption of carbonic anhj dridc, or even of the 
presence of this gas. 

The author’s micro-photochemical researches on the green cell show 
that respiration or inspiration of oxygen increases in a corresponding 
ratio with the intensity of the light, and that this absorption may 
become so great as to he positively injurious to the plant; the energy 
of oxidation becomes then greater than the energy of assimilation, the 
hypochlorin disappears, and the other combustible substances which 
together make up the contents of the cell, are rapidly oxidised and 
destroyed. But the chlorophyll by its power of luminous absorption 
counterbalances these two functions ; it acts as a protective screen, 
absorbing the chemical rays and diminishing respiration, thereby 
enabling the assimilation of carbon by the plant to keep pace with the 
oxidation of its carbon compounds. 

When the particles of chlorophyll are examined carefully under the 
microscope they are seen to be porous bodies, the solid portion of 
which, like a sponge, is impregnated throughout with an oil, in which 
the green pigment is dissolved, and which generally contains the 
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crystallisable substance termed hypochlorin. Protected by tbe 
coloured pigment, tbe hypochlorin, which appears to be tbe mother- 
substance of tbe carbohydrates, does not undergo rapid combustion, 
bnt either remains unaltered in tbe chlorophyll, or suffers only a regu- 
lated oxidation, such as may be properly said to be one of the life 
functions of tbe plant; in concentrated solar light, however, the 
bypochlorin is instantly destroyed before even the chlorophyll has 
had time to be attacked. 

The protective action of the chlorophyll is the new point which the 
author considers he has satisfactorily demonstrated. J. W. 

Analyses of Chlorophyll. By Rogalski (Compt. rend., 90, 
881 — 882). — Chlorophyll obtained by Fremieux’s method from Lolium 
perenne gave the following results on analysis. The numbers in the 
second column are the results of an analysis of crystallised chlorophyll 
made by A. Gautier in 1879 : — 

RogalsM. Guntier. 


C 73-015 73 97 

H 10*377 9-80 

1ST 4*14 4*15 

O a 10 33 

Ash (Ca) 1*657 (Phosphates) 1*75 

C. H. B. 


Alkaloids of Belladonna, Datura, Jusquiame, and Duboisia. 
By A. Ladenburg ( Oompt , rend., 90, 874 — 876). — Belladouvia , as is 
well known, contains atropine and hyoscyamine ; Batura stramonium 
contains byoscyamine, and probably atropine; jusquiame contains 
hyoscyamine and another alkaloid, which gives a compound with gold 
chloride, fusing at 200°. Buboisia my oy or aides contains hyoscyamine. 
Hyoscyamine crystallises in small needles, fusing at 108*5°. It is iso- 
meric with atropine, from which it is distinguished by forming a com- 
pound with gold chloride, which fuses at 159°, and has a brilliant 
lustre, whilst the corresponding atropine compound melts between 
135 and 137°, and has no lustre. When treated with baryta, ife is 
easily transformed into tropine and tropic acid, products identical with 
those obtained from atropine, which, moreover, may he artificially re- 
prodnced by heating a mixture of tropine and tropic acid with hydro- 
chloric acid. Hyoscyamine, which comes into commerce as light 
atropine , affects the pupil of the eye in the same way as atropine. 

C. H. B. 

Composition of Diastase and Beet Mucilage. By C. Ztjl- 
kowski and G. Benner (Bied. Oentr 1879, 929). — Diastase was 
extracted from malt by glycerol, precipitated and washed with alcohol, 
redissolved and reprecipitated. A product soluble in water was ob- 
tained, having the following composition: — C, 47*57; H, 6*49; 
N, 3*16 ; O, 37*64; ash, 3*16 per cent., and a little sulphur. 

From beetroot has been extracted by similar means a body contain- 
ing 5 per cent, of nitrogen, and bearing a great resemblance to 
Scheibler’s “frog spawn.” J. K. C. 
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Diastase. By J. Kjeldahl ( Dingl . point /., 235, 379—38?, and 
452 — 460). — This research comprises a considerable amount of experi- 
mental work undertaken by the author with a view of solving several 
questions which have arisen as to the active fermenting principle of 
malt, known as diastase. A normal solution of malt-extract was pre- 
pared. As to the influence which diastase is said to exercise on the 
production of sugar, the author in his investigations arrived at the 
following law. The proportion of the amount of diastase of two malt- 
extracts may be expressed by the reducing power which they effect, 
providing that both act on the same quantity of starch at the same 
temperature, during the same period of time, and that the reduction 
does not surpass 25 — 80. With regard to the influence of temperature 
on the yield of sugar, a series of trials was made, showing that at tem- 
peratures above 63° the fermenting power is weakened, whilst below 
t>3° it does not appear to be affected. It was further proved that by 
long-continued digestion the same yield can be obtained at all tem- 
peratures below 63 p as that obtained at 63°, and that the action of 
diastase at all these temperatures is the same, inasmuch as the yield 
of sugar may reach the same proportions in each of these cases. 

Other questions of minor importance are considered in the original 
paper, such as the fermenting power of barley, the formation of diastase 
during the preparation of malt, the diminution of the fermenting 
power during the baking process, the influence of the concentration on 
the production of sugar, the influence of foreign ingredients on the 
yield of sugar, viz., sugar, dilute acids and alkalis, salts of the heavy 
metals, other salts, alkaloids, alcohol, &c. 

In conclusion, the author briefly refers to a substance called ptyalin, 
the diastase of saliva, which resembles the diastase of malt in several 
of its properties. D. B, 

Oxidation of Cholic Acid. By P. Latschwoff (Bull Soc . Ohim. 
[2], 33, 297). — Tbe formation of stearic and palmitic acids, <fec., by 
the oxidation of cholic acid with potassium permanganate and sul- 
phuric acid (Tappeiner, this Journal, 36, 388), is due to impurities 
contained in the acid, which are not removed by washing with ether. 
The acid purified by means of its barium salt does not yield any fatty 
acids on oxidation. L. T. O’S. 

Albuminoids. By W. Knop (Biecl Centr ., 1879, 885—887).— 
Assuming for albumin the formula C b oH 10 oN 16 0;!o, for the purpose 
of comparison, the author obtains the compounds C 6 oH 97 Br 3 ]^ 1 202 i, 
CsoHoeBr^iaO^ and C 6 oH9 6 . 5 Br3. 5 N 12 0:>4, by the action of bromine- 
water in the cold on albumin. Other brominated products obtained 
from horn, glue, feathers, &c., differ fiom albumin by one or more 
molecules of tyrosine, leucine, and water. J. K. 0. 
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Physiological Chemistry. 


Digestibility and Nutrient Power of Caroba Beans. By H. 
Weiske and others ( Bled . Centr 1880, 110 — 115). — The experiments 
were made with two Southdown Merino sheep. The food given con- 
sisted of wheat straw, caroba beans, peas, beans, sugar, and starch in 
various proportions, and the amount of each digested and the influence 
of the caroba beans on the absorption of the albumin of the other foods 
observed. In all cases the caroba beans had a depressing infloence, so 
that the albuminoid matter was not so freely digested as when it was 
absent. Even when large quantities of albuminoid matter were given, 
such as linseed cake, there was a considerable depression. 

E. W. P. 

Quantitative Estimation of Digested Protein. By 0. Kellner 
(Bied. Centr., 1880, 107 — 110). — Schulze has only determined tho 
nitrogen in the biliary secretions which occurs in the faeces of Herbi- 
vora fed on food poor in nitrogen. The author has, therefore, under- 
taken the estimation when the food was poor and rich in nitrogen. 
The following are a few of his results : — 


Digested. 


Daily food. 

Oat straw 

Wheat straw 

Ditto, + 400 gr. beans 
Ditto, + 800 gr. beans 


N in biliary 
secretion. 

Dry matter. 

Dry fecal 

Albumin. matter. 

0-257 gr. 

212 gr. 

2 gr. 

319 gr. 

0-396 „ 

560 „ 

66 „ 

318 „ 

0-660 „ 

651 „ 

141 „ 

315 

1-007 „ 

838 „ 

222 „ 

359 „ 


According to the above figures, the nitrogen which is contained in 
the faeces is very variable, but appears to be directly proportional to 
the dry matter digested. When food poor in nitrogen is given, the 
percentage of nitrogen in the faeces appears to increase. It has also 
been remarked that the outer surface of the fseces of sheep when dry 
cracks and peels off in thin layers ; this outer coating appears to contain 
a large quantity of mucous matter. E. W. P. 


Absorption of Various Alimentary Materials in the Human 
Intestinal Canal, By M. Rubber (Zeits.j.Biologie> 16, 115—204). 
— The diefc of the persons experimented on was carefully regulated, 
and the faeces periodically collected and analysed. The difference 
between the amount of nitrogen, carbohydrates, Ac., entering, and that 
leaving the system in tho feces was thus determined ; this difference 
was regarded as affording a measure of the aliment absorbed in the 
intestinal canal. The following tables contain the more important 
numerical results. A lengthy discussion of these results will be found 
iu the original. The quantities of food, Ac., are stated in grams. 
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Table I . — Absorption of Fat, 


Diet. 

Fat in 
food. 

Fat in 
feces. 

Percentage 

loss. 

Bacon 

96-0 

17*2 

17-4 

95 .............. 

191-2 

15-2 

7*8 

„ and butter .... 

350-5 

44-6 

12*7 

Rice and marrow .... 

74-1 

5-3 

7*1 

Eggs 

118-5 ’ 

5-2 

4*4 

Butter 

234*8 

5-8 

2*7 

Potatoes and butter . . 

143-8 

5-3 

3-7 

Non-nitrogenous food 
with butter 

157-8 

2-5 

1-8 

Cabbages and butter. . 

88-0 

82 

6-1 

Maccaroni with gluten 

73-4 

5-1 

6-96 

„ with butter 

72-2 

4-2 

5-7 

Carrots and butter . . 

47-0 

2-5 

6*4 

Maize and butter .... 

43-6 

8-0 

17-5 

Milk 

160-0 

7-4 

4*6 

99 ..... 

119*9 

67 

5-C 


95-1 

3-0 

3-3 


79-9 

5-7 

71 

„ and cheese .... 

213-5 

24-6 

11-5 

99 » .... 

138-6 

3-8 

2-7 

95 99 .... 

133-6 

10-4 

7-7 

Animal food and butter 

23-4 

4-0 

17-0 

99 99 

20-7 

4-4 

21-1 

Table II. — Absorption of Carbohydrates. 

Carbohydrates Carbohydrates 
Diet. in food. in feces. 

Percentage 

loss. 

White bread 

670 

b 

0-8 

99 >5 

391 

6 

1-4 

Rice 

493 

4 

0-9 

Maccaroni 

462 

6 

1-2 

Spatzel 1 

558 

9 

1-6 

Eat* 

259 

4 

1-6 

Diet free from nitrogen 

674 

n 

1-7 

Maccaroni with gluten 

418 

10 

2-3 

Maize 

563 

18 

3-2 

Pat* 

226 

14 

6-2 

Pat 4 

221 

14 

6-2 

Fat* 

234 

16 

6-8 

Potatoes 

718 

55 

7-6 

Black bread 

659 

72 

10 9 

Cabbages 

247 

38 

15-4 

Carrots 

282 

50 

18-2 


1. Prepared by mixing meal, water, milk, and eggs to a stiff paste, 
passing through a wide sieve, and boiling with water. 

2 and 3. Pat supplied in form of bacon, eaten alternately with 
bread and with animal food. 4. Pat supplied in form of butter. 5. 
In form of butter and bacon. 
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Table III . — Absorption of Nitrogen . 



Nitrogen in 

Nitrogen in 

Percentage 

Diet. 

food. 

faeces. 

loss. 

Animal food 

48-8 

1-2 

2*5 

jj 

40*0 

IT 

27 

Eg?s 

22-8 

0-6 

2*6 

Milk and cheese 

23-4 

07 

2-9 

» 

24-1 

0-9 

37 

V 

38-9 

1-9 

4-9 

Milk 

12-9 

0-9 

7-0 



15-4 

1-0 

6*5 

99 

19-4 

l-o 

77 

99 * 

25-8 

3-1 

12 0 

Leguminous vegetables 

— 

— 

10-5 

Maccaroni with gluten 

227 

2-5 

11-2 

Maccaroni 

11-2 

1-9 

17-1 

Cabbages 

13-2 

2-4 

•18-5 

White bread 

13-0 

2-4 

187 

99 

14-7 

2-3 

19-2 

Maize 

12-0 

2-3 

20-5 

Spdtzel 

84 

2-1 

251 

Rice 

7-7 

1-9 

257 

Black bread 

13-3 

4-3 

320 

Potatoes 

11-4 

87 

390 

Carrots 

6-5 

2-5 

390 


A similar table is given showing the difference between the ash in the 
food and in the faeces, bnt the author does not think that the results 
throw much light on the question of the absorption of mineral matter. 

M. M. P. M. 

Interchange of Material in the Animal Organism. By A. 
Adamkiewicz (Bied. Centr 1880, 103 — 105). — The fact that the 
animal organism can produce from ammonium salts the more complex 
constituents of urine has long been known. The author now shows 
that the quantity of sugar which is produced in urine by diabetic 
patients, and which is formed by the rapid degeneration of tissue, can 
be in great part diminished if not altogether caused to cease, by doses 
of ammonium salts. He considers that the sugar is produced from the 
albuminous matter, as more sugar is formed than can possibly be 
formed from the carbon contained in the food. Experiments prove 
that ammonia when administered does not appear in any form in the 
urine, and that the sugar also ceases to appear, therefore the conclu- 
sion is drawn that the ammonia and the sugar are employed in re- 
generating the destroyed tissues. After a time, however, the action 
of the ammonia diminishes ; this appears to be due to the presence of 
a third substance : concerning this point* further investigations are 
being made. E. W. P. 


Distribution of Copper in the Animal Kingdom. By G. 
Bizio (Gazzetta, 10 , 149 — 157). — This is a claim of priority for his 
father, B. Bizio, as being one of the first workers in this field, and as 
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having made most extended investigations. The paper gives, a very 
complete historical survey of the labours of the various chemists who 
have examined the subject from Sarzeau, who discovered copper in 
the blood of the bnll in 1830, to Giunti whose researches were pub- 
lished in the Qazzetta in 1879 (this vol., p. 275). 0. E. G. 


Chemistry of Vegetable Physiology and Agriculture. 

Light, Shade, and Soil studied in their Influence on the 
Growth of Forest Trees. By M. Guknand ( Compt, . rend., 90, 
144 — 146). — The experiments, which lasted during 17 years, were 
instituted with a view of ascertaining the periodic cubical increase in 
the wood of a forest of young fir trees extending over an area of 13*3 
hectares. The young trees, which were intermingled with leafy copse- 
wood, were reckoned as forest trees when they measured 0 6 metre in 
diameter, at a distance of 1*33 metre from the ground. 

First period of six years : The coppice was from four to ten years 
old, and covered the ground imperfectly. There were 1,457 trees, 
the cubical contents of which were 1,424 cubic metres at the begin- 
ning, and 2,266 c.m. at the end of the period. The mean yearly in- 
crease was 140 c.m. of wood, or 71*5 c.m. of carbon, reckoning 51 per 
cent, of carbon for every 100 parts of wood. 

Second period of Jive years : The coppice was from 11 to 15 years 
old. and covered the ground completely. Allowing for wood cut 
down, there were 1,336 firs containing 1,700 c.m., which increased to 
2,207 c.m. The mean annual increase was 101*4 c.m. or 51*7 c.m. of 
carbon, instead of 71*5 c.m. as in the first period, notwithstanding that 
the actual bulk of wood (1,700 c.m. against 1,424 c.m.) was larger to 
start with. 

Third period of one year : During the winter a considerable clear- 
ance was made in the underwood, all the oblique or horizontal 
branches being suppressed, leaving only the vertical branches. The 
trees numbered 1,057 containing 998 c.m., which at the end of tho 
year measured 1,096 c.m. The increase was 98 c.m* or 50 c.m. of 
carbon. 

In the fourth period of three years, with 1,155 trees, the mean 
annual increase was 87 c.m. or 41*4 c m. of carbon fixed ; and in the 
fifth period of two years, when there were 1,348 trees, tho yearly 
increase was only 47*5 c.m. or 24*2 c.m. of carbon. 

The conclusion drawn from these experiments is that the fixation of 
carbon by the forest tree diminishes in proportion as the shade pro- 
duced by the underwood becomes more intense, and that this diminu- 
tion is not prevented by the subsequent suppression of the lateral 
branches of the coppice. The experiments of Saussure have proved 
that the carbon or carbonic anhydride required by the plant is not 
derived from the soil, it is therefore useless to look in that quarter for 
a solution of the difficulty ; it is, on the contrary, much more probable 
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that a certain increase of carbonic anhydride in the atmosphere is 
beneficial to the life of the tree, and that this increase of carbonic 
anhydride results from the decomposition, under the influence of 
light, of the substances which form humus ; if access of light to the 
soil is prevented by the presence of a leafy undergrowth, the humus- 
forming substances are not decomposed ; carbonic anhydride is not 
produced, and the trees suffer in consequence, or at least do not 
flourish to the extent that they would do under opposite conditions. 

The author likens humus kept closely in shade to farm-yard manure 
which has been too deeply ploughed in ; both are liable to remain 
almost inert for several years. J. W. 

Growth, of Legumes. By R. Pott ( Landio . Versuelis.-Stak , 25, 
57—106). — For the following investigation, 50 sq. m. were sown with 
horse beans and the same amount with common vetch. Plants were 
collected at six different periods during their growth from all parts of 
each field, an average sample being taken. The plants were divided 
as follows : — The stem cut oft close to the crown of the root was 
divided into three parts, except during the first period. In the first, 
fifth, and sixth periods the leaves were taken all together; in the 
other cases the leaves were divided into lower and upper. The flowers 
were examined separately, also the young pods ; and in the last period, 
the seeds and husks were examined separately. 

Numerous tables of results giving the amount of woody fibre, fat, 
nitrogen-free and nitrogenous compounds, mineral constituents, and 
nitrogen are given, showing the state of the different parts of the plant 
at the six periods. 

For the horse-bean plant, the author finds that the plant continually 
iuoreases in weight, most, just before beginning to ripen and least, just 
about the end of flowering. The formation of woody tissue has its 
relative and absolute maximum with the ripening of the fruit. Most 
woody tissue appears in the lower part of the stem. The fatty sub- 
stances are greatest at the end of the vegetation, hut are relatively 
greatest during flowering time. The absolutely and relatively greatest 
quantity of nitrogen-free compounds appears before the ripening. 
The stems are relatively richer in nitrogen-free compounds than the 
leaves, and these are poorer than the flowers and the pods. The whole 
plant is richest in nitrogen-compounds during the flowering and is 
poorest before ripening. The upper parts of the plant are richer in 
nitrogen than the lower ; the least nitrogen relatively is found in the 
lower part of the stem. With increased age, the leaves become de- 
cidedly poorer in nitrogen. Mineral constituents increased during the 
whole growth of the plant ; the absorption was greatest during the 
flowering period, but the relatively greatest quantity was found during 
the firBt period. 

In the case of the vetch, the plants were collected at the end of five 
different periods. Tabular results are given, as in the case of the 
horse bean, and the author draws the following conclusions : — The 
plants increase in weight during the whole time. The greatest in- 
crease comes just before the ripening is completed, the least at tlie 
beginning of ripening. The increase in weight ceases first in the 
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lower leaves. The absolute maximum of the woody fibre formation 
occurs at the end of the flowering. The fat is found in greatest 
quantity after flowering, and is highest in the leaves. The absolutely 
greatest production of nitrogen-free compounds occurs after flowering, 
and generally less is found in the leaves than in the stem. Up to the 
end of flowering, the nitrogen increases, then decreases, again increases, 
and finally decreases ; the maximum occurs when the fruit begins to 
ripen. The amount of nitrogen per cent, is least at the time when 
pods cease to grow, whilst it is greatest shortly after the end of flower- 
ing. Generally the lower part of the plant is poorer in nitrogen than 
the upper ; the leaves contain more than the stem, and the seeds more 
than the leaves ; but the older the leaves, the less they contain. The 
ripe plants are richest in ash (per cent.) ; the maximum absorption 
compared with the growth takes place at the beginning of ripening. 

J. T. 

Formation of Fatty Matter and Ripening of the Olive. By 
A. Funaro ( Gazzetta , 10, 82 — 85 ; also Landw. VersucTis.-btat., 25, 52 — 
56). — The author made careful analyses of the pulp and kernel of the 
olive and also of the leaves of the plant at intervals between the 25th 
of July and 25th of February, the results of which are given in three 
tables. The author finds, with De Luca and Boussille, that the forma- 
tion of the kernel precedes that of the pulp, and that as the weight of 
the olive and of the fatty matter it contains increases, the water slowly 
diminishes. Mannitol is found in small quantity in the fruit, but can- 
not be detected in the leaves until the greater part of the fatty matter 
has been formed in the fruit. From this it is inferred that the pre- 
sence of mannitol has no relation to the formation of the fatty matter, 
but rather that it is a product of the metamorphoses of the carbo- 
hydrates. Its presence in the olive is accounted for when we consider 
that it belongs to the same family of plants as the ash. 

C. E. G. 

Amount of Albuminoids in Potatoes. By F. Holdefleiss 
( Bied . Centr ., 1880, 120 — 122). — Analyses of 19 different sorts of pota- 
toes show that the amount of albuminoids (calculated by N x 6*25) 
is not dependent on the sp. gr. nor on the starch ; the quantity varies 
from 6 — 11 per cent, of the dry matter, the mean being 2*3 i per cent, 
of the original material. E. W. P. 

Existence of Ammonia in Vegetables. By H. Pelet (Com pi. 
rend., 90, 876 — 879). — The leaves of the beetroot contain 0*0138, the 
root 0*029, and the seeds 0*192 per cent, of ammonia. Phosphoric acid 
is in each case present in the proportion required to form magnesium 
ammonium phosphate, whilst the magnesia is in slight excess. Wheat 
contains 0T6 per cent, of ammonia and 0*74 per cent, of phosphoric 
acid. The whole of the magnesium is probably in the form of magne- 
sium ammonium phosphate, whilst the excess of ammonia exists as 
double salts of ammonium and potassium. 0. H. B. 

Lime in Plant-Life. By E. v. Eaumer and 0. Kellermann 
(Landw. Ver8U6li8.-Btat , 25, 25— 38).— Stohmann has shown (Annalen, 
121) the necessity of lime for the development of plants, but its func- 
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tion has not been fully made out. Bohm has shown that lime is neces- 
sary, in the earliest stages of plant life, for the consumption of the 
non-nitrogenous reserve stuff ; he also concluded that lime was as neces- 
sary to the building up of plant structure as to the change of cartilage 
into bone. From the rapid absorption of lime by sprouting bulbs, and 
the simultaneous appearance of calcium oxalate, KeUermann supposed 
that lime might act on the solution of the starch by the formation of a 
ferment. The experiments on bean plants detailed in the paper were 
conducted by Raumer. Some of the plants were grown in acid- washed 
quartz-sand and fed with different solutions, both free from and con- 
taining calcium salt ; others were grown in water and solutions with 
or without calcium salt ; the plants produced were examined micro- 
scopically only. The results agree essentially with those of Bohm 
and others, and show specially that the function of the lime is closely 
connected with the consumption of carbohydrate ; further, the amount 
of lime present in the seed is not sufficient for the use of the non-nitro- 
genous reserve stuff. Whether the lime acts in the dissolving and 
transport of the reserve starch, or in the decomposition of the starch to 
form cellulose, is a difficult question to answer, but the weight of evi- 
dence is in favour of the latter view. The investigation is to be con- 
tinued. J. T. 

Relation between the Sugar and Mineral and Nitrogenous 
Matters in Normal Beetroot and in Beetroot Run to Seed. 
By H. Pellet ( Gompt . rend 90, 824 — 827). — The author considers 
that a constant relation exists between the amounts’ of sugar and 
phosphoric acid (100 to 1*15), and that the latter is the most important 
constituent in the manures to be applied. The amounts of lime and 
magnesia in the plant vary but slightly, but the potash and soda are 
liable to much greater variations, replacing each other in equivalent 
proportions, so that the amount of sulphuric acid necessary to combine 
with the mineral matter in the ash remains almost the same. Next to 
phosphoric acid, magnesia and lime are the most important constitu- 
ents of the manures employed, then come potash and soda, and lastly 
nitrogen. The richer the beetroot is in sugar, the loss mineral matter 
does it contain, but the quantity of leaves is greater and they leave 
more ash. If, however, the leaves are left on the soil, proportionally 
more mineral matter is restored to it. In other words, the higher the 
yield of sugar, the less is the soil impoverished. The German roots 
contain less chlorine and much less nitrogen than those grown in 
Prance, but are richer in sulphuric acid. The Siberian roots contain 
much more soda than is found in the French roots. The phosphoric 
acid probably exists in the root in the form of ammonium, magnesium 
phosphate, since the acid and the magnesia are always present in the 
proportions in which they exist in this compound. 0. H. B. 

Manuring of Field Beans, By L. Ridol to (Bied. Oentr ., 1880, 
353). — Field beans were grown on four plots manured as follows: — 
I, unmanured; II, 100 kilos, nitrogen as ammonia salts; III, 65 
kilos, nitrogen as ammonia, and 50 kilos, phosphoric acid as super- 
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phosphate ; TV, 200 kilos, phosphoric acid as superphosphate. The 
results per ha were as follows : — 


Plot, 

Beans. 

Straw, 

Litres. 

Kilos. 

Kilos. 

Weight of hcolol. 
m kilos. 

I 

2,000 

1,575 

2,000 

78*75 

II 

2,640 

1,524 

2,24 it 

60*00 

Ill 

3,060 

5,204 


71-99 

IT 

3,200 

2,860 

2,757 

89-37 


The percentage composition of the beans did not greatly vary ; plot 
II gave a maximum 5‘26, and I only 4*275 of nitrogen, while III 
gave maximum of ash 3’8. 

In 100 parts ash was found : — 


Beans . 



I. 

II. 

III. 

IV. 

P,0 5 

45-5 

27-48 

4*3 

41*4 

S&, 

6*46 

8*23 

6*1 

6-6 

Cl v 

1*3 

3*3 

4*3 

1-fil 

Na^O, KgO 

32*61 

45*79 

33 33 

38-97 

CaO 

5*89 

! 

6*59 

5*6 

5-75 


Straw. 



I. 

II. 

III. 

IT. 

PA 

5*15 

3 92 

4*00 

3*2 

so, 

8*57 

5 05 

6-05 

0 16 

Cl 

0*91 

1-78 

1-73 

o*n 

Ka«0, K>0 

49*34 

51 -25 

45-87 

36 *43 

Cad..,. - , 

30*25 

32-70 

33 21 

48*33 


E. W. P. 


Experiments with Manures. By Leclerc and M. Moreau 
( [Bied . Gentr ,, 1880, 100 — 103). — The following were employed as 
manures through a six years’ course of potatoes, oats, flax, cole-rape, 
heans with vetches, oats : (1) stable manure ; (2) artificial manures ; 
(3) stable and artificial manures mixed. These were sown with tho 
seed on plots of 7-J- ars, and a similar plot was left unmanured for 
comparison. The yield of the various crops, with their money value, 
and also that of the manures, are carefully enumerated. 

In each year, a slight change in the quantities of the manure was 
made, hut the materials employed were the same. A second series of 
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experiments is also detailed ; in this series, the crops were grown upon 
land which was less rich in organic matter, and the course consisted 
of potatoes, wheat, clover, oats, potatoes and oats ; in neither case is 
any inference drawn from the experiments. E. W. P. 

Note by Abstractor . — In many cases it appears, according to the 
figures in the above paper, that the expense of the manure more than 
counterbalanced the gain of the manured over the unmanured crop ; 
as for example, value of unmanured crop of oats was 358 marks, that of 
the crop manured with ammonium sulphate was 430 marks, whereas 
the value of the manure was 164 marks. — E. TV. P. 

Reduction of Superphosphates, and the Behaviour of Phos- 
phoric Acid in Soils. By H. Joulie, H. Albert, and H. Voll- 
brecht (Bied. Gentr., 1880, 81—87). — Joulie states that all aluminium 
phosphates are soluble in ammonium citrate, but that the iron phos- 
phates are less soluble, the more basic they be ; they dissolve, however, 
if treated with ammonium citrate and sulphide. In a mixture of 
mono- and di-calcium phosphates with aluminium and ferric hydrates, 
the greater part of the phosphates are no longer soluble in water and 
citrate, which proves the combination of part of the phosphoric acid 
with the last-named oxides; hence tricalcium phosphate must be 
formed. Tricalcium phosphate is also less soluble in ammonium 
citrate, the drier it is. It is further bhown that if superphosphate be 
prepared with the requisite quantity of sulphuric acid, a moist pro- 
duct is the result when the phosphate contains large quantities of 
iron and calcium compounds. If a dry compound is produced, and 
this occurs when there is an insufficiency of acid, the superphosphate 
is rapidly reduced to the tribasic salt. The same occurs, if calcium 
carbonate be added. 

Albert and Yollbrecht show that in a calcareous soil the reduction 
tabes place most rapidly under the influence of light, and that the 
dicalcium salt also becomes tricalcium phosphate in the soil. 

All the phosphates, including ferric and aluminium, whether 
originally insoluble or only partly so, become soluble in very peaty soils, 
the cause being in all probability the action of the humic acid. It is 
therefore most economical for the manuring of peaty soils to use only 
one-third of the sulphuric acid generally employed when preparing 
soluble phosphate, so that dicalcium phosphate only may be produced. 
Hence, composts of turf, or stable manure with insoluble phosphates, are 
valuable. E. W, P. 

Agricultural Value of Reduced and Insoluble Phosphates. 
By A. Petrrmann and others (Bied. Centr. 9 1880, 87 — 99). — Peter- 
m aim’s experiments were made with (1 ) superphosphate containing 
about 15 per cent, of soluble phosphoric acid ; (2) superphosphate 
containing 7 per cent, of phosphoric acid soluble in water, and 2 per 
cent, soluble in ammonium citrate ; (S) precipitated phosphate con- 
taining about 20 per cent, of the acid soluble in citrate ; (4) ignited 
precipitated phosphate containing about 3 per cent, soluble in citrate ; 
the crops were peas and barley. He comes to the conclusion that in 

2 5 2 
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many cases the “ redaced ” phosphate is of greater value than the 
superphosphate. In sandy soils the soluble phosphate is washed away 
from the roots ; if the superphosphate does not show marked action, 
on limey soils, it is due to the formation of tricalcium salt, while tho 
“ reduced ” on the same soil remains unaltered. On sandy soils 
having a small percentage of lime, the “ reduced ” olten shows a better 
result than the “ soluble.’’ This is probably due to the production of 
ferric and aluminium phosphate. The results with ignited phosphates 
are unsatisfactory. 

De Leeuw finds that on a soil containing no lime and much humus, 
the insoluble phosphates are the most satisfactory. Fleischer states 
that when the same sort of manures as above are applied to a peaty soil, 
the difficultly soluble phosphate is of more value than on other soils. 
E. Wein has employed the same manures, with the addition of Chili 
saltpetre to “ soluble ” and “ reduced ” phosphates, on a sandy lime 
soil, and finds that the yield of grain (rye being the crop) is increased 
by the addition of phosphates, and the yield of straw trebled on those 
plots to which the nitrate had been added. The nitrate and reduced 
phosphate yielded the best crop. Phosphates increase the amount of 
dry matter ; for cereals, on the above class of soils, phosphorite phos- 
phate is better than guano superphosphate ; bibasic phosphate is best 
foi peas ; aluminium and ferric phosphates produce a better crop than 
if no phosphates had been added ; tricalcium phosphate gives no re- 
sults. With oats, the results are similar. On light, calcareous soils 
reduced phosphate is better than soluble phosphate for all crops. 

E. W. P. 

Sulphurous Acid as a Kemedy for Bunt in Wheat. By A. 
Zoebl (Bied. Gentry 1880, 129 — L33). — The spores of hunt or “stink- 
ing smut ” (tilletia caries) are readily destroyed by fumigation with 
sulphurous anhydride. It is recommended to bum sulphur in a largo 
cask, which is then half or three-quarters filled with the grain, and 
subsequently rolled. The spores are destroyed in a few minutes, 
whereas the vitality of the wheat remains for the most part unimpaired 
even if exposed to the gas for 3 — 4 hours. E. W. P. 


Analytical Chemistry. 


Determination of Specific Gravity. By A. W. Blyth (Analyst, 
1880, 76). — The sp. gr, of solid butter fat may be determined at 15° 
with great accuracy as follows : — A short wide test-tube is weighted 
with lead or mercury and weighed in water, the height of the water 
in the beaker being noted and kept constant in future determinations. 

The tube is now filled with a weighed quantity of butter fat and 
weighed again in water. The sp. gr. of other organic solids may be 
determined by this method. A section of the solid is cut with a cork 
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borer, so that it tightly fits the weighed test-tube containing mercury, 
and is covered by the latter. It is then weighed in water as above. 

If the solid is porous, the tube containing the solid is fitted with a 
doubly perforated cork, in whioh is inserted a stoppered funnel con- 
taining mercury, and a glass tube connected with a Sprengel pump ; 
the air is exhausted, and a stream of mercury allowed to pour in, the 
pores are thus completely filled with mercury. L. T. O’S. 

Filter-paper and Filtering. By K. Kraut (Zeits. Anal, Ohern ., 
1879, 543 — 546). — Independently of mechanical means for hastening 
filtration, the author finds that attention to the quality of the paper 
used and to the shape of the funnel employed, will produce very con- 
siderable increase in the rapidity of filtration. The angle of the funnel 
must he a right angle, and the paper fit it evenly without interposed 
air-bnbbles ; but further, the tube of the funnel must be of the right 
diameter and uniform throughout, any enlargement or constriction 
retarding the passage of liquid : in one series of experiments the time 
of filtration was increased fourfold by the use of a badly shaped fun- 
nel. The paper should be uniform in quality, and should not swell 
too rapidly when wetted ; it should also readily allow the passage of 
liquid whilst retaining fine particles of precipitate. The quality of 
the paper used, and the length of time it had been wetted, produced 
very great variations in the rapidity of transmission of the liquid. 
The best paper experimented on by the author was of Danish make. 

F. 0. 

Estimation of Carbonic Anhydride in Gases. By A. Gawalovski 
( Z&its . Anal, CJiem., 1879, 560 — 563). — An apparatus is described for 
determining the proportion of carbonic anhydride present in the gas 
used for “ saturation ” in sugar refining, or for making mineral water 
or for other purposes, where the carbonic anhydride is mixed with 
other gases not absorbed by caustic alkali. Its claims over other 
existing forms of apparatus are that it is less fragile, it dispenses with 
stopcocks, is of smaller dimensions, and is cheaper ; at the same time 
it is sufficiently accurate for commercial purposes. 

The apparatus consists of an upright graduated measuring tube 
closed above, into the lower end of which a U-shaped funnel tube can 
be fitted, the whole forming a U-tube. Two measuring tubes are pro- 
vided each of 200 c.c. capacity, the one broad above and narrow below, 
the other narrow above and expanded below, the enlarged part being 
divided by 50 c.c. graduations and the narrow part into £ c.c. One or 
other of these tubes is used according as the proportion of carbonic 
anhydride present is large or small. The measuring tube is filled with 
the gas over salt-solution up to the 200 c.c. mark, then removed into 
a vessel containing caustic soda solution, and after the soda solution 
ceases to rise by further agitation, showing the absorption to be com- 
plete, the funnel tube is connected under the solution ; the tempera- 
tare of the gas is then lowered by immersion of the apparatus in a 
vessel of cold water, the levels of liquid in measuring tube and 
funnel tube are equalised, and the volume of unabsorbed gases is read 
off. To avoid error by capillarity, the tubes must be of the same 
diameter at the upper surfaces of the liquid. F, 0. 
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Reduction of Carbonic Anhydride to Carbonic Oxide by 
Red-hot Stannous Oxide. By A. Wagner (. Zeits . Anal . Ghem , 1879, 
559 — 560). — In the course of experiments made to ascertain whether 
stannous oxide could be substituted for chromic oxide in the author’s 
process for estimating 1 nitrates, it was noticed that carbonic anhydride 
was reduced to carbonic oxide by the heated stannous oxide. The 
author describes in the present paper experiments which fully confirm 
this result. Hence the method of dehydrating stannous hydrate by 
heating it in a stream of carbonic anhydride is unsatisfactory, since it 
furnishes stannous oxide more or less mixed with stannic oxide. 

Similar experiments proved that carbonic anhydride is reduced in 
an analogous manner by red-hot ferrous oxide. 3?. C. 

Formation of Nitric Oxide by Ignition of Nitre. By A. 
Wagner ( Zeits . Anal. Ghem , 1879, 552 — 558) — The method already 
described by the author (ibid., 11, 91) for estimating nitric acid by 
igniting a nitrate with excess of chromic oxide and alkaline carbonate 
in a stream of carbonic anhydride, is found to give accurate results 
either by estimating the chromate formed or the nitric oxide evolved. 
In the case of other gases being evolved, the anthor suggests oxidising 
the nitric oxide by oxygen gas over standard alkali solution, and 
titrating the excess of alkali : and he suggests adapting the process to 
the estimation of nitric acid in drinking-water by oxidising the organic 
matter by potassium permanganate first in alkaline then m acid solu- 
tion. 

A direct experiment in which the nitre was estimated by reading off 
the volume of nitric oxide liberated, gave 0*7 per cent, excess of nitre. 

A series of trials with other oxidisable oxides in place of the chromic 
oxide, proved that with all other oxides a deficiency of nitric oxide 
was obtained ; cuprous oxide yielded 3 per cent, deficiency, raanga- 
noso-manganic oxide 4 per cent., and manganous carbonate about 15 
per cent. JF. 0* 

Contribution to the Knowledge of “Reduced” Phosphoric 
Acid. By C. F. Meter {Zeits. Anal. Ghem , 1880, 145 — 150). — 
1. Process of Reduction. — Wagner explains the so-called “ reduction ” 
of phosphoric acid in ferriferous and aluminiferous superphosphates 
by the conversion of ferric and aluminic sulphates, in the presence of 
monobasic calcium phosphate, into acid ferric and aluminic phosphates 
with separation of gypsum. The two last-named phosphates consider- 
ably influence the quality of the superphosphate, as they occasion the 
formation of an insoluble precipitate. 

In investigating this point, the author found that the concentration 
of the solution containing the calcium phosphate materially retards the 
formation of this precipitate. He explains the “ reduction ” of the 
phosphoric acid by the simultaneous action of tnbasic calcium phos- 
phate, monobasic calcium phosphate and ferric sulphate on one 
another, and proves by a series of chemical equations that this action 
is facilitated by the presence of ferric and aluminic sulphates in ferri- 
ferous and aluminiferous superphosphates. 

2. Separation of Ortho- and Pyro-jphosphoric Acids . — In these ex- 
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peri merits dibasic calcium phosphate was used. 5 grams of the 
phosphate were ignited until constant in weight. The resulting 
calcium pyrophosphate was decomposed with sulphuric acid, and the 
lime separated with alcohol. The solution was diluted to 200 c.c. 

1. 10 c.c. neutralised with ammonia gave, when heated with 
ammonium (or sodium) acetate and uranium nitrate, a perfectly 
clear solution. On cooling, the salt was partly separated. 

2. 10 c.c. diluted to 120 c.c. with water and treated with ammonium 
chloride, magnesia mixture, and ammonia, did not give a precipitate. 
1 gram of the above phosphate was ignited, dissolved in hydrochloric 
acid, neutralised with ammonia, and the solution made up to 200 c.c. 

1. By heating the solution with ammonium acetate, the calcium 
pyrophosphate was separated almost entirely, so that ammonia pro- 
duced only a slight turbidity in the filtrate. 

2. 50 c.c. treated with ammonium citrate and chloride did not give 
a precipitate with magnesia mixture and ammonia. 

S. By heating the resulting precipitate with ammonium acetate and 
uranium nitrate, it could only be dissolved with great difficulty. 
It was impossible to obtain a complete solution with sodium acetate. 

Fresenius states that ammonium molybdate with the addition of 
nitric acid does not precipitate pyrophosphoric acid ; the author, how- 
ever, constantly obtained a yellow precipitate. 

In conclusion, he says that he has not yet been able to ascertain how 
far these methods are capable of being applied for the quantitative 
separation of ortho- and pyro-phosphoric acids. Farther trials are 
being made* D. B* 

Volumetric Determination of Phosphoric Acid by Means of 
Uranium in the presence of Iron. By C. Mohr (Zeits. Anal Chem. n 
1880, 150 — 153). — 2 or 5 grams of the finely-powdered mineral are 
boiled repeatedly with small quantities of dilute nitric acid, and the 
solution is made up to 250 c.c. When soluble phosphoric acid is deter- 
mined in superphosphates, the same proportion is used, except that 
distilled water is employed instead of nitric acid. 10 or 25 c.c. of the 
filtered solution are treated with a solution of sodium acetate until the 
turbidity first formed no longer disappears. The solution of acetate 
of uranium is then added, and the mixture heated gradually to the 
boiling point. Before the end of the total precipitation has been 
reached, a few granules of potassium ferrocyanide are added* The 
ferric phosphate is thus decomposed, the phosphoric acid goes into 
solution, the ferric oxide forms Prussian blue, and becomes mixed 
with the uranium phosphate. It is essential not to proceed with the 
precipitation of the phosphoric acid until all the iron has been pre- 
cipitated, which is easily recognised by treating a drop of the 
supernatant liquid with potassium ferrocyanide on a porcelain plate* 

In this way determinations of phosphoric acid may be made with a 
standard solution of uranium in cases where its use was hitherto not 
practicable, and although this process cannot compete with the molybdic 
acid method, its application may be recommended especially for 
laboratories in connection with sewage and manure works on account 
of its simplicity and rapidity* D. B* 
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Analysis of Mineral Superphosphates and of "Phosphate 
Fr6clpit6. w By Brtoner (Zeits. Anal . Ohem., 1880, 141 — 145).— The 
methods described by Fresenius, Neubauer, and Luck, for determining 
the. “ assimilable ” phosphoric acid in superphosphates (ibid,, 10, 138) 
appear to have been surpassed by the improvement recently made by 
Petermann, who succeeded in removing several weak points, inherent 
in the above methods. The object of the present paper is to describe 
this improved method, which was accepted as a commercial test by 
the Belgian Government in February of last year. A certain per- 
centage of “ acide phosphorique anhydride assimilable ” is guaranteed. 
This includes the total phosphoric acid in the compounds soluble in 
water and in ammonium citrate. 

The solution of ammonium citrate is prepared by dissolving citric 
acid in ammonia, and making it up to a density of 1*09, taking care 
that the solution has a distinctly alkaline reaction. It is then filtered 
and kept in a well- stoppered bottle: 100 c.c. of this solution are 
brought into a small wash- bottle. A weighed quantity of the manure 
to be analysed is then washed into a small porcelain mortar, ground 
up with the pestle, and the mixture transferred to a flask, using the 
remaining citrate solution to wash out the mortar. After warming 
the flask for one hour at 35° C. exactly, and repeatedly agitating it, the 
mixture is made up to 500 c.c. and filtered. The first portion of the 
filtrate is rejected, as the mixture never filters clear in the commence- 
ment ; 50 or 100 c.c. of the clear filtrate are then precipitated with a 
sufficient quantity of magnesium chloride rendered strongly alkaline, 
and filtered after six hours* standing. The ammonia is removed by 
washing, and the precipitate ignited and weighed in the usual mannor, 
as magnesium pyrophosphate. D. B. 


Volumetric Estimation of Sulphates. By H. Preoht (Zeits, 
Anal . Ghem ., 1879, 521 — 523). — Normal barium chloride solution is 
added until the sulphate is exactly precipitated, the final reaction 
being evident in a clear solution : if the liquid is not clear, the standard 
solution is added in excess, and the excess is estimated by adding 
standard potassium chromate solution in quantity more than sufficient 
to precipitate as chromate the barium present in solution, and then 
titrating the excess of chromate by standard ferrous sulphate. The 
potassium chromate is made of half the strength of tho barium 
chloride ; 10 c.c. of it are added to the precipitated solution, and tho 
liquid is neutralised by addition of sodium hydrate, an excess of which 
is harmless. If the yellow colour of the solution is not permanent, 
10 c.c. more of the chromate are added, and the addition continued, if 
necessary, until the yellow colour remains. The liquid is made up to 
half a litre, and 50 c.c. are filtered off, acidified with dilute sulphuric 
acid, and titrated with iron solution of one-tenth the strength of the 
chromate; the end of the reaction is seen by the change of colour 
from yellow to green, and is exactly found by adding a drop of it to 
potassium ferricyanide on a white porcelain surface. 10 c.c. FeO, 
divided by 2, gives the excess of barium chloride added, and each cubic 
centimetre of the latter indicates 40 mgrms. S0 3 . The method is veiy 
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exact, and is applicable in tlie absence of substances, which would 
reduce the chromate or oxidise the ferrous solution. F. C. 

Estimation of Potassium as Platinochloride. By H. Pbecht 
(Zeits. Anal . Ohem. 9 1879, 509 — 521). — This method of determining 
potassium seems to be the only one in general use, all others having 
proved to be less trustworthy. The author gives an account of a 
careful examination into the sources of error, and into the best mode 
of conducting the analytical processes. 

1. Preparation of the Platmic Ghloride . — If the alcoholic washings 
are evaporated to recover the platinum they contain, it is impossible 
to precipitate all the platinum with potassium or ammonium chloride, 
since the compound C 2 HJPtCl 2 is formed, and is not thus precipitable ; 
an explosive compound is also liable to separate. The evaporated 
washings are best reduced by mixing them with sodium carbonate 
solution, glycerol, formic acid, or grape-sugar, and boiling. Potassium 
platinochloride if present is gradually reduced if shaken up occasionally 
with the liquid, but it is more rapidly reduced by being boiled with 
caustic soda solution of 1*2 sp. gr., containing 8 per cent, of glycerol. 
The reduced platinum- black is washed with hydrochloric acid and 
water until it is free from sulphuric acid and potassium salts ; it must 
never be reduced by potassium instead of sodium carbonate or hydrate, 
or a large quantity of potassium is retained. Platinum reduced 
from alcoholic solution contains some of the above explosive com- 
pound, and glows when dried on the water-bath; it is only quite 
freed from this body by heating to redness, and this is necessary to 
remove any carbonaceous substances which would hinder the solution 
in acids. If reduced by soda and glycerol, the platinum appears to be 
pure, and is easily soluble in aqua regia. After dissolving the 
platinum by hydrochloric and nitric acid in the usual way, the excess 
of nitric acid is removed by alternate evaporation with hydrochloric 
acid and water ; its removal is necessary because it leads to formation 
of 2NOCl.PtCl4, and promotes the crystallisation of the platmic 
chloride. The above double chloride forms a yellowish-brown deposit 
of cubic crystals ; it is very deliquescent and soluble, and is decom- 
posed by water, yielding ultimately 2H01.PtCh» nitric acid, and nitric 
oxide ; so that the evolution of nitric oxide on diluting the solution 
with water is a proof of the presence of tliis double chloride. A pla- 
tinio chloride solution should be as free as possible from nitric acid, 
hydrochloric acid, and platinous chloride ; the presence of platinous 
chloride yields too high results, since it separates on addition of 
alkaline chlorides ; the presence of nitric acid to the extent of 4 per 
cent, of strong acid was found to make the results 0*05 to OT per cent, 
too low by increasing the solubility of the platinochloride. The 
presence of platinous chloride is more detrimental than that of nitric 
acid. Although ignited iridium is not soluble in aqua regia, it is 
soluble if alloyed with platinum ; it maybe separated from the solution 
by Gibb’s method, but its removal is scarcely necessary, since potassium 
chloride precipitates platinum from the solution before iridium; and 
even if iridium should partially replace platinum in the precipitate, 
the atomic weights of the two metals are sufficiently close to prevent any 
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considerable error arising. The platinum chloride used for estimating 
potassium should dissolve entirely in alcohol, and give the theoretical 
quantity of potassium plati nochloride when precipitated with pure 
potassium chloride. A table is given showing the percentage of 
platinic chloride contained in a solution of known sp. gr. ; the deter- 
minations required for this table were made with solutions containing 
2*24 parts of free hydrochloric acid to every 100 of platinic chloride : 
the solutions were evaporated and the residue ignitod in hydrogen, 

2. Solubility in Alcohol of the Platinochlorides of the Alkali and 
Alkaline Earth Metals. — The solubility of potassium plati nochloride, as 
determined by Fresenius, is such as to render necessary a correction 
for what is dissolved by the alcohol used in washing; the author 
determined the solubility of the pure salt with every precaution, and 
found it to be much less than Fresenius stated, 1 part of the salt dis- 
solving in 42,600 parts of absolute alcohol, or in 37,300 parts of alcohol 
of 96 per cent, by weight, or in 26,400 parts of alcohol of 80 per cent, 
by weight. 

Sodium platinochloride crystals contain 6 mols. H a O, and arc 
triclinic prisms or tables. The dried salt when dissolved in hot 
alcohol crystallises free from excess of sodinm chloride. This salt 
dissolves to almost any extent in boiling water ; the aqueous solution 
saturated at 15° C. contains 39*77 percent, of anhydrous salt : addition 
of alcohol causes separation of the salt in a crystalline condition. A 
saturated solution in 50 per cent, alcohol contains 17*85 per cent, of 
salt. The water of crystallisation is almost entirely expelled at a tem- 
perature below 100°; the anhydrous salt dissolves much more copiously 
in alcohol than the crystalline, and with evolution of heat. The salt 
perfectly freed from water by drying at 150° dissolved in absolute 
alcohol to the extent of 48*3 per cent. ; after being dried on the water- 
bath 32*8 per cent, was dissolved ; on addition of a few drops of water, 
these eolations solidify to a mass of the hydrated crystalline salt. As 
the temperature rises the solubility of the salt is much increased ; 
addition of ether to the alcohol solution causes separation of the salt, 
and in a mixture of alcohol and ether in equal proportions, only 2*43 
per cent, remains dissolved. The salt is insoluble in ether froo from 
alcohol; it is unchanged by boiling with alcohol, but if ether is present, 
it is partially decomposed into sodium chloride and a combustible 
compound of hydrogen and platinum chloride. 

Magnesium platinochloride was prepared by mixing the two chlorides 
in molecular proportions ; it crystallises with 6H s O ; it dissolves in 
absolute alcohol to the extent of 43*2 per cent., and when dried at 
150° is less soluble, only 37*8 per cent, entering into solution. 

Barium platinochloride can only be obtained from a solution which 
contains excess of barium chloride ; the crystals contain H a O ; they 
are partially decomposed by water and entirely by boiling alcohol into 
the two chlorides. The presence of four times the theoretical propor- 
tion of platinum chloride was found insufficient to convert barium 
chloride into the platinochloride soluble iu alcohol. The anhydrous 
salt yielded 94*8 (?) per cent, of insoluble barium chloride when washed 
with absolute alcohol. 
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Strontium platinoehloride is a salt soluble in water, and decomposed 
to a less- extent by absolute alcohol than the barium salt. The crystals 
after being well washed with alcohol left 4*2 per cent, of insoluble 
strontium chloride. 

. Calcium platinoehloride crystallises with 8H a O, is deliquescent in the 
air ; its alcoholic solution contains 53 per cent# 

3. Operations in estimating Potassium. — When potassium is to be 
separated from sodium and magnesium salts and weighed as pla- 
tinochloride, the metals must be present as chlorides : sulphates are 
best removed by addition of barium chloride solution of known 
strength to the boiling liquid, which contains 0*5 of hydrochloric acid 
to every one part of salt# The precipitation is carried out in a half- 
litre flask, which is cooled and filled to the mark as soon as neither 
barium chloride nor sulphuric acid causes any precipitate, a further 
quantity of water is added equal in volume to the barium sulphate 
precipitate, whose sp. gr. is 4*2. The use of standard barium chloride 
solution serves to determine the amount of sulphates present during 
their separation; its strength is 104 grams of anhydrous salt in a 
litre. The coprecipitation of potassium salts leads to a very slight 
minus error, amounting to O’ 045 per cent, of potassium chloride in 
kieserite containing 12 — 14 per cent. 

Einkener’s method is to be recommended when sulphates or sodium 
salts are present in large proportion, since it economises platinum 
chloride solution and alcohol. According to this method, sufficient 
platinum chloride is added to entirely precipitate the potassium, the 
precipitate is washed with alcohol, reduced, and the well washed 
platinum weighed. It requires little more time than the process 
already described with preliminary precipitation of the sulphates. 

The presence of magnesium chloride does not occasion error in the 
estimation of potassium, since magnesium platinoehloride is much 
more soluble in alcohol than the sodium salt. But as barium pla- 
iinochloride is decomposed by alcohol, yielding insoluble barium 
chloride, the presence of barium always leads to high results. It may 
be stated generally that the presence of barium chloride or of sulphuric 
acid is inadmissible in estimating potassium. 

In working with pure potassium salts, 15*2805 grams are dissolved 
in a half litre, and 10 c.c# of the solution are taken, each milligram of 
the platinoehloride then corresponds to 0*1 per cent, of potassium 
chloride; if the potassium is returned as sulphate, 17*847 grams are 
dissolved# Larger quantities are necessary for determining potassium 
with accuracy in carnallite, 20 grams being dissolved in 500 c,c., and 
25 c.c. of this solution being employed# After adding platinum 
chloride, the solution is evaporated until it crystallises on cooling, the 
formation of large crystals being avoided ; if sodium platinoehloride 
alone has to be separated, it is best to evaporate quite to dryness, since 
the sodium salt is more soluble when anhydrous, the use of hot alcohol 
renders the washing more rapid for the same reason# The nse of a 
mixture of alcohol and ether is to be avoided, since the sodium salt is 
only dissolved by it with difficulty. 

The precipitate may be weighed on a filter previously dried for two 
hours at 130° C. ; if washed with absolute alcohol, it is perfectly dried 
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by heating for 20 minutes at 130° 0. The nse of glycerol is not 
recommended. 

Small quantities of potassium chloride in presence of much sodium 
chloride are best estimated by adding sodium platinochloride solution 
to the solution of from 10 — 100 grams of the salts, and evaporating : 
the precipitate is washed with absolute alcohol, and the platinum 
contained in the sodium platinochloride present in the washing is 
separated, washed, and weighed. This is the only method which 
gives correct results when less than 2 per cent, of potassium chloride 
is present. E 1 . 0. 

Direct Determination of Soda in Potashes. By A. v. Hassklt 
(Zeits. A?klL Ohem ., 1880, 156 — 159). — It is known that sodium 
chloride is but sparingly soluble in concentrated hydrochloric acid ; 
this applies also to potassium chloride, which nevertheless is much 
more readily soluble than the sodium salt, as illustrated by the follow- 
ing table : — 

10 c.c. of the saturated solution of sodium chloride in hydrochloric 
acid of T189 sp. gr. contain when prepared — 

at 13*6° 0*0091 gram NaCl 

15*2° 0*0092 „ 

25*0° 0*0114 „ 

10 c.c. of a similar solution of potassium chloride contain — 

at 15° 0*1280 gram KOI 

15*5° 0*1284 „ „ 

A hydrochloric solution of potassium chloride, saturated at a tempe- 
rature of 15*3°, was treated with solid sodium chloride, and 10 c.c. 
evaporated to dryness. The residue amounted to 0*1380 gram tl salt- 
mixture.” This shows that the solubility of sodium chloride is not 
increased by the amount of potassium chloride present in tho solution ; 
the solubility, moreover, of sodium chloride in hydrochloric acid of 
the above strength is not appreciably increased by raising the tempe- 
rature of the solution. 

From these results, the author inferred that 100 c.c. of hydrochloric 
acid of the above strength, previously saturated with sodium chloride, 
would dissolve the quantity of potassium chloride obtainable from 
1 gram of potash, whilst the sodium chloride formed from the soda 
present would remain undissolved. The sodium chloride is allowed to 
settle, and after removal of the bulk of the acid solution is collected 
on a vacuum filter, washed with some of the hydrochloric acid solu- 
tion of sodium chloride, dried at 150°, and weighed. A simple and 
ingenious apparatus, which greatly facilitates this operation, is 
described in the paper. As to the other impurities present in potash, 
it is mentioned that they can be removed by treating the potash with 
water and filtering the solution. Silicic acid if present could bo re- 
moved by evaporation in the usual manner. D. B. 

Removal of Large Quantities of Sodium Chloride in Mineral 
Analyses. By F. Muck (Zeits. Anal Ohem., 1880, 140).— In 
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fusing with alkaline carbonates, neutralising the free acid with sodium 
carbonate, precipitating iron and alumina with sodium acetate, &c., 
the resulting solutions often contain as much as 40, 50, and 60 grams 
of sodium (and potassium) chloride. Under such conditions an accu- 
rate determination of magnesia, which requires all possible concentra- 
tion, cannot be carried out successfully. The author removes the 
alkaline chlorides as follows : — The filtrate containing the magnesia is 
evaporated to dryness, treated with cold fuming hydrochloric acid, 
and the mixture allowed to stand for a few minutes, having previously 
well stirred it. The whole is then filtered through a filter formed of 
alternate layers of coarse glass and cotton, and finally washed on 
the filter with fuming hydrochloric acid. The residue from the 
evaporated filtrate contains, besides magnesium chloride, only very 
small quantities of fixed chlorides, and requires but little water to 
dissolve it. D. B. 

Action of Posed Alkaline Carbonates on Platinum. By L. 

Koninck (Zeits. AnaL Ghem ., 1879, 569). — Fusion of 6 grams of 
KNaC0 3 in a platinum crucible over a Bunsen flame and blowpipe 
flame, removed 1 mgrm. of platinum. The presence of manganese 
raised this loss to 1*5 mgrm. and 1*7 mgrm. in two other fusions, 
probably owing to the formation of alkaline manganate. By keeping 
23 grams of KNaCOa in fusion for fifteen minutes at a high tempe- 
rature by means of the blowpipe, 3*8 mgrrns. of platinum were ren- 
dered soluble in water, and in this case, as in those cited above, this 
weight of platinnm was found in the solution of the fused mass. 
Hence when a substance is decomposed by fusion with alkaline car- 
bonates in a platinum crucible, it is necessary to allow for platinnm 
entering into solution and to precipitate it with sulphuretted hydrogen 
in the copper and arsenic group. F. C. 

Lithium Phosphates. By G. Merling (Zeits. AnaL Ghem., 1879, 
563 — 568). — The accuracy of the method of estimating lithium as 
orthophosphate having been called into question, the author has con- 
firmed its trustworthiness by preparing pure lithium carbonate from 
lepidolite, and precipitating a known quantity as phosphate : after 
observing all due precautions detailed below, 104*53 per cent, was 
found instead of 104*50. 

Lithium carbonate, prepared from lepidolite, was dissolved in hydro- 
chloric acid ; all metals except magnesium were separated by treat- 
ment successively with sulphuretted hydrogen, ammonia, ammonium 
sulphide, and small quantities of ammonium carbonate. The magne- 
sium was completely separated by boiling with lithium hydrate, 
prepared by the action of silver oxide on the chloride. The solution 
was then considerably concentrated by evaporation, and precipitated 
by ammonia and ammonium carbonate : the lithium carbonate was 
boiled 20 times with small quantities of water to free it from chloride, 
then disseminated in a large quantity of cold water through which a 
stream of washed carbonic anhydride was passed. The clear filtered 
liquid was boiled, and the precipitated lithium carbonate several times 
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washed with boiling water and dried : no foreign substances could 
be detected in this salt. 

The process of estimation was carried out as follows : — A known 
weight of this salt was dissolved in hydrochloric acid, and the solu- 
tion was mixed with 10 times the weight of crystallised sodium 
phosphate and sufficient caustic soda to make it decidedly alkaline : 
it was then evaporated to dryness on the water-bath, and the residue 
was allowed to stand for 12 hours with sufficient 2*5 per cent, ammo- 
nia solution to dissolve all the soluble salts ; the phosphate was then 
washed for a long time with dilute ammonia. The filtrate and wash- 
water were united and subjected twice to the same process after 
addition of a little caustic soda; the third treatment yielded only 
0*6 mgrm. of phosphate. All evaporations were conducted in pla- 
tinum, but the ignited phosphate left 7*7 mgrm. of silica on solu- 
tion in hydrochloric acid, the silica probably arising from the caustic 
soda. 

Lengthened washing of the precipitated phosphate with dilute 
ammonia is indispensable. Lithium orthophosphate dissolves when 
boiled with ammonium chloride solution with evolution of ammonia, 
and its purity may thus be ascertained. The decomposition which 
occurs is as follows : — Li 3 P0 4 + 2NH 4 C1 = LiH 2 P0 4 + 2LiCl 4- 2NH 3 . 

Lithium metaphpsphate was obtained by evaporating the solution of 
lithium carbonate in excess of phosphoric acid. The most suitable 
proportions are two molecules of lithium oxide to three of phosphoric 
anhydride. When the temperature during evaporation reaches 130°, 
a soluble crystalline salt separates, which contains 6Lii0.5Pa0 3 .8H 3 0, 
it consists of ortho- and pyro-phosphate. On continuing the evapora- 
tion, this salt redissolves, and as soon as excess of metaphosphoric 
acid begins to be evolved as white fumes the lithium metaphosphato 
crystallises : the thick mass is boiled with water, and the metaphos- 
phate remains as an insoluble heavy powder. The crystals are largo 
or small according as more or less than the above proportion of phos- 
phoric acid has been employed. It is probably a monometaphosphate. 

This process also yields the sodium and potassium metapliosphabes 
in a crvstalline condition. 

Analysis of the lithium salt by the method of Kraut, Nahnsen, and 
Cuno ( Annalen , 182, 165) proved its composition to be that of lithium 
metaphosphate. 

Lithium metaphosphate is a white crystalline powder, consisting 
of well-formed microscopic tables. It is insoluble in boiling water, 
slightly soluble in acetic acid, and easily soluble in hydrochloric, 
nitric, sulphuric, and phosphoric acids. Its sp. gr. is 2*461. At an 
incipient red heat, it melts to a colourless hygroscopic glass of 2*226 
sp. gr., which is soluble in water with feebly acid reaction, and 
insoluble in alcohol. 

Lithium pyrophosphate was prepared by dissolving Kraut’s ( loc . e/7.) 
sodium lithium pyrophosphate in acetic acid and precipitating with 
alcohol: the bulky precipitate was washed with alcohol and dried. 
The salt contains 2H*0 ; heated to 100° it loses 7‘03 per cent., and if 
melted 14*55 per cent, of water. The salt dried at 100° is still pyro- 
phosphate. F. 0. 
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Estimation of Perrons Oxide in Presence of Organic Acids 
or Sugar. By J. M. Eder (Ber., 13, 502 — 506). — Perrons oxide 
can be accurately determined in mixtures containing organic acids 
by means of the reducing properties of potassium-ferrous oxalate. 
Neutral potassium oxalate is added to tbe solution, which should not 
contain a large quantity of free mineral acid. Excess of silver nitrate 
and ammonia are then added to the mixture. Metallic silver is pre- 
cipitated in the proportion of 1 atom of silver for each molecule of ferrous 
oxide present, 2FeO + Ag 2 0 = A g a + Pe 2 0 3 (after the addition of 
the silver nitrate the liquid should be protected from direct sunlight). 
The precipitate consisting of metallic silver and ferric hydrate is col- 
lected on a filter, washed, dissolved in nitric acid, and the silver 
precipitated as chloride. If the liquid contains sufficient tartaric acid 
to prevent the precipitation of ferric hydrate, the silver may be 
weighed directly as metal. If the precipitate of metallic silver does 
not filter clear, ammonium chloride is added to the mixture. 

W. 0. W. 

Valuation of Pyrites by the Gravivolumetric Method. By A. 
Houzeau ( Compt . rend., 90, 870 — 872). — 1 gram of finely powdered 
pyrites is fused in a platinum crucible with 4 grams of pure potassium 
nitrate and 3 grams of pure sodium carbonate. The saline mass is 
dissolved in warm water, filtered to separate ferric oxide, and the 
solution diluted to 500 c.c. 10 c.c. are withdrawn, acidified with 
acetic acid, and the Bulphuric acid estimated by means of a standard 
solution of barium chloride, measured by a gravivolumeter , in which 
the standard solution is weighed. Results accurate. Ch H. B. 

Electrolytic Estimation of Cobalt, Nickel, and Copper. By 
W. Ohl (Zeits. Anal . Ohem., 1879, 523 — 531). — After enumerating 
the sources of error and inconvenience in the estimation of these 
metals by any but the electrolytic process, the author describes his 
method of procedure. The current was produced by a small Gramme 
machine, the rate of revolution of which was under control ; a moderate 
speed producing a current which caused a deflection of 70° on an 
interposed sine-compass. When nickel is to be deposited in the 
presence of little or no cobalt, a very strong current is necessary, but 
if the quantity of cobalt is large, a weaker current must be employed 
to secure a firmly adherent deposit. Copper may be separated by 
means of a very strong current if it does not exceed 400 mgms. in 
weight. The metal should be deposited on a platinum cone formed 
by rivetting the parts together, any folding together or curving of the 
edges being avoided, as they tend to retain the metallic deposit. 

As an example of the* application of the electrolytic process, the 
analysis of a cobalt-nickel ore is given. After decomposing the ore 
by heating it with strong nitric acid or aqua regia, preceded if neces- 
sary by fusion with sodium carbonate, tbe solution is evaporated ta 
dryness ; tbe residue is then dissolved in a little strong hydrochloric 
acid, diluted, and sulphuretted hydrogen passed through the hot 
solution until it is cold : the passage of the gas through the hot solu- 
tion should be repeated, when all arsenic and copper present will 
settle rapidly as sulphides. If by the colour of tbe precipitate copper 
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is judged to be absent, the excess of sulphuretted hydrogen should be 
removed by heat before filtering, since arsenic sulphide is somewhat 
soluble in a solution of this gas. If copper sulphide is present, the 
removal of the gas is omitted, and a slight error arises from the 
arsenic sulphide present in the filtrate. 

The filtrate is evaporated with addition of a little potassic chlorate 
to oxidise the iron: the residue is taken up with dilute hydrochloric 
acid, soda is then added to alkaline reaction, and the precipitate 
dissolved by addition of acetic acid; the liquid is then diluted 
and heated to boiling to precipitate the iron. The filtrate from the 
iron is evaporated to dryness, and the residue dissolved in water and 
dilute sulphuric acid, mixed with excess of ammonia and subjected to 
electrolysis ; as soon as the liquid has been free from colour for some 
time, and a few drops yield no precipitate or dark coloration with 
ammonium sulphide, the platinum cone with the deposit of nickel and 
cobalt is removed, washed with water, then with absolute alcohol, 
dried by holding it over a heated surface and weighed. The nickel is 
then estimated in the dry way by Plattner’s method, and the cobalt 
found by difference. This method of estimating the nickol is liablo to 
an error of only 0*2 per cent. : the alternative plan is to dissolve the 
electrolytic deposit in dilute nitric acid, and separate the cobalt with 
potassium nitrite. 

The precipitate of basic ferric acetate is free from nickel and cobalt 
or contains mere traces of those metals ; and even if the iron should 
not be completely precipitated, a small amount of ferric hydrate pre- 
cipitate present during electrolysis is harmless. 

The separation of nickel, cobalt, and copper from the solution of 
any substance is effected by passing sulphuretted hydrogen slowly 
into the cold solution, which has been freed from silicic acid, until tho 
copper snlphide separates; the arsenic remains almost entirely in 
solution : the copper precipitate is filtered off rapidly, and with the 
filter is heated with nitric acid, then evaporated to dryness; the residue 
is dissolved in nitric acid, diluted, and the copper precipitated by 
electrolysis: any arsenic present separates after tho copper, tho cur- 
rent is therefore stopped when the copper is completely separated, and 
the solution, freed from nitric acid by evaporation, is mixed with 
the former filtrate, from which the arsenic is then precipitated as 
sulphide and estimated as ammonium magnesium arsenate. Iron, if 
present in any quantity, is precipitated as basic ferric acetate, and 
nickel and cobalt are then separated from the ammoniacal solution by 
electrolysis, any ferric hydrate precipitate which forms on addition of 
ammonia being added to the iron precipitate. The alkaline earths can 
be determined in the liquid from which fhe nickel and cobalt have 
been separated. 

^ Zinc is the only metal which need be separated before estimating 
nickel and cobalt. It must be separated by passing sulphuretted 
hydrogen into the acetic acid solution ; the filtiate is evaporated, the 
residue dissolved in dilute sulphuric acid, and the ammoniacal solution 
is then electrolysed. 

Copper is separated from arsenic as described above: antimony- 
should be removed by twice evaporating with nitric acid : and lead, if 
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present in any quantity, should be precipitated as sulphate ; traces of 
lead will not interfere, since the metal separates as peroxide on the 
positive pole. Silver is separated as chloride, and bismuth as basic 
chloride. 

The author’s experience in the application of the electrolytic method 
to the quantitative analysis of metal ores leads him to recommend it 
on the grounds of economy of time and great accuracy. F. C. 

Blowpipe Assay of Silver Lead. By F. M. Lyte (Analyst, 1880, 
99). — The inconvenience arising from the smallness of the silver 
button obtained in the assay of lead ores by the blowpipe, may be 
avoided by digesting 1 to 5 grams of the finely powdered ore with 
strong hydrochloric acid until all the lead is converted in chloride. It 
is then evaporated to dryness, and the residue is boiled with a concen- 
trated salt solution (50 — 60 c.c. for each gram of ore taken). The 
solution Containing the lead and silver chlorides is filtered, and the 
residue washed with boiling salt solution. Pieces of spongy lead (pre- 
cipitated from lead acetate by zinc) are placed in the* hot solution, 
and digested on the water-bath for a few hours ; these precipitate and 
absorb the silver, becoming changed in colour to silver grey. The 
end of the reaction is known by no change of colour taking place in 
freshly added lead sponge. The lead is collected, heated with sodium 
carbonate on charcoal, and finally cnpelled before the blowpipe. 

L. T. O’S. 

Volumetric Analysis of Red Lead. By F. Lux (Zeits. Anal. 
Chem 1880, 153 — 155). — By treating plnmbio peroxide with an 
aqueons solution of oxalic acid in excess, decomposition takes place 
with formation of plumbic oxide, water, and carbonic anhydride. 
Warm dilute nitric acid dissolves the plumbic oxalate formed by the 
excess of oxalic acid originally used, and the quantity of the latter 
may be easily determined in the nitric acid solution. The author 
applies this method in conjunction with that of titrating lead by means 
of potassium dichromate in an acetic acid solution, for the ready deter- 
mination of the practical value of red lead. Details of the method 
are given in the original paper. D. B. 

Presence of Arsenic in the Atmosphere. By H. C. Bartlett 
(Analyst, 1880, 81 — 82). — Experiments were made to show that 
arsenic would be present in the atmosphere of a room papered with an 
arsenical wall-paper. By placing the paper in a jar through which a 
current of pure hydrogen was passed containing a small quantity of 
ammpnia, and directing the effluent gas on to a piece of filter-paper 
moistened with slightly acid silver nitrate solution, a deep brown 
mark is produced. In blank experiments, no mark appeared on the 
prepared paper. Hydrogen evolved from sodium amalgam and water 
is the most convenient to use, since that from zinc and sulphuric acid, 
even when it gives no reaction with Marsh’s test, is liable to contain 
minute traces of arsenic and antimony. L. T. O’S. 

Volhard’s Permanganate Method of Titrating Manganese. 

By A. E. Hasweljc (Dingl. polyt. 235, 387 — 391). — The author 

vol. xxxvm. 2 t 
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mentions that this method surpasses all recent improvements made in 
this direction. He has carefully investigated the method, and finds it 
quick and convenient in execution, and the results very accurate. The 
method is based on the following facts. By treating a dilute solution 
of a salt of manganous oxide heated to 100° with a few drops of a 
solution of zinc sulphate, coloured pink by a few chops of a solution of 
potassium permanganate, and adding a solution of potassium perman- 
ganate drop by drop to the mixture, with constant agitation, the sepa- 
ration of a brown peroxide mixed with zinc oxide occurs in the form 
of large flakes, which readily separate from the clear supernatant 
faintly pink coloured liquid as soon as all the manganese has been pre- 
cipitated. If the pink colour of the clear solution no longer disap- 
pears after standing for some time and repeated heating at 100°, the 
reaction maybe considered to be complete, and the total manganese con- 
tained in the solution to be precipitated as peroxide. From the number 
of c.c. of standard potassium permanganate nsed, the quantity of man- 
ganese can be calculated very easily. Yolhard gives the solution a 
concentration of 2 mgrms. manganese in 1 c.c., consequently dissolves 
3*883 grams crystallised potassium permanganate in 1 liter of water. 
The solution to be standardised for manganese should not contain more 
than 0*25 per cent, of manganese. Iron appears to interfere with the 
accuracy of the results. It is, however, recommended to separate this 
metal by precipitation with zinc oxide. 

The standard solution of potassium permanganate is titrated by 
treating it with a solution of potassium iodide acidified with hydro- 
chloric acid. The iodine equivalent of the active oxygen in the per- 
manganate is immediately liberated, provided that excess of iodide is 
nsed, which may easily be recognised by the circumstance that no 
iodine separates from the brown solution. The iodine liberated is then 
estimated by means of sodium thiosulphate, &c. D. B. 

Must and Wine Analysis. By R Ulbrioiit ( Lavdw . Versuchs 
Stat, 25, 5 — 24 ). — Determination of Chlorine . — With precautions, the 
gravimetric method gives good results. The liquid is diluted, treated 
with 5 per cent, of milk of lime, and aftor an hour the solution is 
filtered off, heated to 70° with nitric acid and slight excess of silver 
solution, and the precipitate is washed with precaution and weighed. 

Determination of Sulphuric Acid . — Very exact results can be obtained 
with care. The filtrate and wash water from the lime precipitate are 
mixed and acidified with a little hydrochloric acid, heated to boiling, 
and a very slight excess of barium chloride is added, the whole 
warmed for 2 hours, and then allowed to stand for 36 hours. 

J. T. 

Examination of Sugar-beet and the Amount of Sugar the 
Roots contain. By F. Schulze {Died. Gentr ., 133— 135).— If during 
the expression of the juice from sugar-beet the amount of sugar pre- 
sent be estimated in the different portions, it will be found that the first 
and last portions contain the smallest quantities. When Scheibler’s 
diffusion process is employed, the whole amount of sugar in the root 
can be determined, and if from this the amount of sugar in the juice 
be subtracted, the difference is the sugar retained in the mark. When 
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the root was sliced, a juice poorer in sugar was obtained by pressure ; 
but these slices when pressed yielded a juice which when examined at 
different stages of pressing, contained more sugar in the first portions. 

E. W. P. 

Scheibler’s New Process for the Determination of Sugar in 
Beet. By 0. Scheibler and others (Bied. Oentr 1880, 136 — 143). — 
By the expression of the juice from the sugar-beet 4*5 — 5 per cent, 
of “mark ” is left, so that up to the present time 95 — 95*5 per cent, 
have been the figures which were supposed to represent the true amount 
of juice in which the sugar was to be estimated. But this quantity is 
now shown to be considerably above the true quantity, which Scheibler 
and several others find to be only about 90 per cent. The excess is 
due to water forming a hydrate of the mark (colloid water). The 
following process is recommended for the better extraction of the 
sugar. 20 — 25 grams of the crushed root are placed in a tube, the 
lower end of which is closed by a piece of felt. This tube is again 
enclosed in a larger tube ending in an upright condenser, the lower 
end of the outer tube being connected with a 50 cm. flask, in which 
is placed 25 c.c. of 95 per cent, alcohol. The alcohol is boiled, 
allowed to cool and run back through the tube containing the sugar- 
beet for three-quarters of an hour. At the end of the operation the 
fluid is filtered, and the sugar determined by the polariscope (see this 
vol., p. 144). E. W. P. 

Separation of Pats from Soaps. By J. Wolff (Zeits. Anal. 
Chem.y 1879, 570 — 571). —In the ordinary method of soap analysis 
small quantities of unsaponified fats and resins are usually not esti- 
mated nor even detected. The author determines them by treating 
the soap with cold aniline, which does not dissolve soap, but readily 
dissolves fat and resin. 

To free commercial aniline from benzene and nitrobenzene, several 
kilograms are mixed with a slight excess of hydrochloric add, then 
diluted with 500 parts of water, and shaken until all aniline salt has 
been dissolved. The solution is then filtered through several thick- 
nesses of well wetted filter-paper. The clear liquid is made just alka- 
line with sodium hydrate solution, and nearly saturated with sodium 
chloride. As soon as the aniline has separated it is run off and dis- 
tilled, the portion boiling above 180° being preserved for use. 

The finely divided soap is twice treated with about 20 parts of 
aniline for half an hour on the water-bath, being well stirred mean- 
while, and hard particles being pressed. It is each time filtered when 
cold. The united aniline solutions are acidified with hydrochloric acid, 
mixed with four times their weight of water, stirred well, cooled, and 
shaken with ether. The clear ether solution is separated, the ether 
evaporated, and the residue of unsaponified fats and resins weighed. 

P. 0. 

Testing Butter. By L. Medictjs and S. Scherer (Zeits. Anal . 
Ohem ., 1880 ? 159 — 162). — Of the three methods recently published by 
Hehner, Reichert, and Koettstorfer for the determination of butter 
fat, Reichert’s method appears to be the most useful and accurate, as 
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it determines that ingredient which, distinguishes butter fat from other 
animal and vegetable fats of the same category, namely, the volatile 
acids. 

The object of this paper was to see whether melted butter fat sepa- 
rates on cooling, so as to indicate to some degree any adulteration 
which may have taken place, and for this purpose Reichert’s methoc 
was employed. It was found that the more difficultly fusible fat 
separated in places where the cooling first originated, whereas the 
more readily fusible fats separated towards the centre of the mass. 
The quantity of volatile fats had been increased in the centre and 
lower parts of the melted mass, whilst in the upper parts a decrease 
had taken place. 

These experiments indicate the necessity of using the utmost care in 
sampling tatty substances for analysis. D. B. 

Woody Fibre Estimation and its Defects. By 0. Kraucit 
(Landw. Ver sucks. -St at., 25, 221). — After remarking on the unsatis- 
factory state of fodder analysis, and the want of accuracy in classing 
the results as protein, fat, non-nitrogenous extract, and woody fibre, the 
author details experiments made on residues obtained from rye grain, 
meadow hay, and red clover respectively, by treatment with ether and 
alcohol, cold and warm water, and infusion of malt. The residues 
were analysed, and were treated with dilute acids, potash solution, and 
Schulze’s reagent in various orders, and the results are discussed 
without leading to any definite conclusions. J. T. 

Estimailon of the Non-albuminoid Nitrogen in Fodder. By 
E. Schulze (Landw. Ter sucks. -Stat ., 25, 173 — 176). — Kern has shown 
(ibid., 24, 368) that in Sachsse’s method of estimating amides, the 
presence of ammonium salts causes error in the results, owing to tho 
action of nitrous acid on these salts. On decomposing asparagine by 
means of nitrous acid, one-half its nitrogen is converted into ammonia, 
and this under the action of the acid increases the amount of nitrogen 
obtained, so that the result for asparagine is too high. The author 
finds that the amount of nitrogen obtained from ammonium salts 
depends on their state of concentration, and on the tomporature at 
which the reaction takes place. J. T. 

Estimation of Proteids in Fodder. By R». Wagner (Land. 
Tersucks.-Stat, 25, 195-~-2l9). — In papers by F. Sestini (ibid., 23, 
305) and B. Dehmel (ibid., 24, 214), the process given by the author 
is unfavourably criticised in part. The author gives numerous ex- 
amples to show that the method he has previously described (ibid., 
21, 259) gives accurate results. .The fodder may be extracted either 
by a 0*04 per cent, solution of hydrochloric acid or a 0T25 per cent, 
solution of potash ; the latter gives the best results. The extraction 
takes a day, and should be made at the lowest possible temperature, with 
frequent shaking. The alkaline solution is treated with dilute acetic 
acid until a white precipitate appears, then a saturated solution of tannin 
in acetic acid is added to precipitate the proteids. After 12 — 24 hours 
filter, and to the filtrate add a considerable amount of common salt to 
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collect the proteids in suspension : after 24 — 48 hours this residue may 
be collected. J. T. 

Examination of Mineral Oils. By 0. Brbnken ( Zeits . Anal. 
Chem 1879). — The author describes his method of examining such 
oils as are used chiefly for lubrication of railway axles and of ma- 
chinery. He claims for his process the advantage of detecting the 
presence of tar-oils, which resemble mineral oils in not being saponified 
by caustic soda solution ; it also shows whether the oil is properly re- 
fined and is free from undissolved substances. The presence of undis- 
solved particles in very small quantity is objectionable, since by set- 
tling they render the lower stratum of oil in a vessel useless for many 
purposes ; they also clog the woollen feeder which supplies oil to rail- 
way axles. 

The examination consists of the following parts : — 

1. Determination of the Specific Gravity. 

2. Determination of the Temperature at which Vapour is Evolved which 
will Burn continuously. — The oil is heated on a sand-bath in a porce- 
lain crucible 6*4 cm. in diameter and 4’ 7 cm. deep, which is filled to 
within 1*2 cm. of its edge. A small flame is passed once over the top 
of the crucible without touching the edge or the surface of the oil ; it 
should take as many seconds in passing as the number of cm. breadth 
of the crucible. This test is conveniently repeated for each 5° rise of 
temperature of the oil, and is then, if necessary, repeated for each 1° 
rise between the limits thus found. The oil should froth only slightly, 
or not at all, when thus heated. 

8. Determination of Solidifying Point. 

4. Determination of Undissolved Bodies . — 10 c.c. of oil are dissolved 
in 10 c.c. of ether, filtered through a weighed filter, and the filter and 
residue weighed after having been washed with ether and dried. 

5. Behaviour with Soda Solution . — 5 c.c. of soda solution of 1*4 sp. 
gr. are poured into a graduated test-tube, 10 c.c. of oil are added, and 
the whole is well shaken and heated in a water-bath ; the solution 
must separate perfectly from the oil in a few minutes or when the 
water boils ; the tube is then removed and once more shaken and re- 
placed in the water-bath ; after the soda solution has once more per- 
fectly separated it must be clear and show no alteration of volume 
after cooling ; an increase of volume indicates unwashed tar-oils. The 
inside of the tube must be perfectly clean, to insure the rapid and com- 
plete separation of the solution from the oil. 

6. Behaviour with Nitric Acid . — On mixing the oil with nitric acid 
of 1*45 sp. gr., the rise of temperature observed must be very 
slight, or better none ; if much rise occurs, the presence of washed 
tar-oils is indicated. If a small preliminary trial shows that no very 
violent reaction occurs, 75 c.c. of oil are poured into a graduated 
20 o.c. tube and are brought to 15° 0. ; 7*5 c.c. of the nitric acid at 
15° 0. are then added, the tube is closed with a cork through which a 
thermometer passes, and the liquids are well shaken. If a violent 
reaction occurs a larger vessel is used and a glass tube passes through 
the cork, which is closed with the finger during the agitation. 

7. Behaviour with Sulphuric Add. — This test is carried out in the 

2 t 2 
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same way as that with caustic soda (5), 10 c c. of oil being mixed 
with 10 c.c. of acid of 1*53 sp gr. The acid must not be colourod 
black or brown, otherwise insufficient refining is indicated, or the pre- 
sence of tar-oils, already indicated by nitric acid, is confirmed. 

8. Examination of the Aqueous Extract for Slime and Free Acid . — 
Water, which has been "violently agitated with the oil, must separate 
clear and must show no acid reaction. Slimy particles will make the 
water turbid, they are not removed by filtration, and settle after a 
time. 

The author does not consider the above method perfect, and intends 
to publish further papers on the reaction with nitric acid and on the 
determination of the consistency of the oil. F. 0. 

Determination of Asli in Coal. By F. Muck (Zdts. Anal . 
Chem 1880, 131 — 149). — The determination and incineration of ash 
is in many cases accompanied with great difficulties, such as — 

1. The difficulty of incinerating bodies like anthracite, graphite. 

2. The formation of carbon, which cannot be burnt oft without 
difficulty (with fusible organic substances). 

3. The presence of certain mineral substances which retard tlio 
incineration, e.g. silica, phosphates, fusible salts 

4. The tendency to decrepitate, shown by some plants and almost 
all kinds of coal, 

5. The greater or less solubility of some ash-constituents. 

6. The chemical changes which the ash may experience, according 
to the time and degree of heat and the draught of air. 

The author has investigated this subject very fully, and gives a 
detailed account of his experiments, which tend to show that tlio 
following conditions should be observed in order to obtain accurate 
results : — 

1. The substance to be incinerated must be pulverised very finely 
and heated very gradually. 

2 In order to completely incinerate the ash it is advisable to moisten 
it with alcohol, after incineration, and to continue tlio burning. 

3. Other conditions are considered in the original papor, which arc, 
however, mostly known to practical analysts. D. B. 


Technical Chemistry. 


Potassium Ferrous Oxalate and its Use for Developing Pho- 
tographic Bromide of Silver Plates. By J. M, Eder (Dinah 
lidyi. 235, 376— 379).— Potassium ferrous oxalate has more pow- 
erful reducing properties than any acid or neutral ferrous compound 
Jutherto examined, its power of reduction approaching that of an. 
alkaHne solution of pyrogallic acid. Hence it has been introduced 
m photography for developing bromide of silver plates. The author 
found that this developer, when applied correctly, gives bettor noga- 
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fives than those developed with the usual alkaline pyrogallic acid 
mixture. It is essential to use a solution of slightly acid reaction, 
otherwise the development of the plates will not be successful. Gelatin 
plates are at present mostly developed with this salt. The plates are 
dipped into a solution of potassium ferrous oxalate and the picture 
developed in about two to five minutes. Several plates can be placed 
and developed in the same solution. Since this solution is somewhat 
more expensive than pyrogallic acid, the author has been investigating 
various modes whereby the developer may be recovered. He succeeded 
in devising a method of recovering the most valuable ingredient of the 
solution, viz., potassium oxalate, by the very simple process of preci- 
pitating the iron with potash, evaporating and crystallising. 

D. B. 

Analyses of Pour Waters for Turin. By A. Lieben (i QazzeHa , 
10, 86 — 115) and S. Cannizzaro (ibid., 115—118). — The municipality 
of Turin having decided to introduce a new water supply for the city, 
sent samples of four waters from different sources to the authors of 
these two papers for analysis. Lieben gives a long dissertation both 
on potable waters in general and on the methods of analysis, the 
analytical results being given in tabular form. The permanganate 
method (Schulze’s process) was employed for the organic matter, as 
the author considers that of Erankland and Armstrong to be liable to 
error, both from loss of volatile organic matter during evaporation 
and from the action of the sulphurous acid. Cannizzaro’s results 
a^ree with those obtained by Lieben, with the exception of the 
nitric and nitrous acid ; the former chemist having taken all the pre- 
cautions indicated by Kiimmerer (, J.pr . Chem ., 1875) found that no 
nitrous add was present. Both chemists insist upon a knowledge of 
the history of the water as a most important factor in pronouncing 
an opinion as to its potability. C. E. G. 

A Peculiar Water. By W. Wallace (Analyst, 1880, 79).— This 
deep well water, which penetrates the strata of sedimentary rocks of 
the lower coal formation, is entirely free from sulphates, but contains 
large quantities of free ammonia, of chlorine, and of barium, giving a 
precipitate with calcium sulphate. The analysis gave the following 


results in parts per million : — 

BaOOj. CaC0 3 . MgC0 3 CaCl> MgCL 
54*1 2G2-6 23*0 92-4 78*0 

Organic Total 

KOI. NaCl. A1 s 0 3 , fctt0 3 . and volatile. solids. 

24*0 1783*0 8*0 7*0 85*0 2417*1 

Hardness, degrees per million 537*00 

Oxygen required to oxidise organic matter 1*67 

Ammonia, free, per million 0*95 

„ organic 0*07 


One month later the water had not altered in its composition, not- 
withstanding large quantities had been withdrawn from the well. 

L. T, O’S. 



592 


ABSTRACTS OF CHEMICAL PAPERS. 


Evolution of Carbonic Oxide from Red-hot Iron Stoves. 
By F. Fishes {Dingl. polijt. J 235, 438—443). — This question was 
first considered by Pettenkofer in 1851, and Morin in 18G9 proved 
that iron stoves evolve carbonic oxide, which escapes into the air of 
the room when they are heated to redness, thus becoming injurious to 
health. The presence of carbonic oxide and hydrogen in the air 
heated by iron stoves is explained by the diffusion of these gases 
through the red-hot metal, which can be avoided by lining the in- 
terior of the stoves with refractory bricks or stone and regulating the 
fire so as to prevent the formation of carbonic oxide in the stove as 
much as possible. D. B. 

Mode of Desulphurising the Crude Soda-lyes obtained in the 
Le Blanc Process. {Dingl. polyt. 235, 299.) — The oxidation of 
the sulphides in the soda-lyes has recently been facilitated by the ad- 
dition of manganese. 1 liter of the lye is treated with 1 gram of 
manganous chloride at a temperature of 50° to 60°. A strong current 
of air is then passed through the mixture, the manganous oxide 
formed being converted into a higher stage of oxidation, which, how- 
ever, immediately gives up again its oxygen to the metallic sulphides 
in the lyes. As soon as these are desulphurised they are drawn off 
from the manganese oxide, which can be used for fresh quantities of 
the lye. In this way considerable quantities of the latter can be 
desulphurised, using comparatively little manganous oxide. 

D. B. 

Preparation of Soda from the Sulphate by Means of Lime 
and Sulphur. By F. G-utzkow {Dingl. polyt . J !, 236, 148 — 158). 
The author has patented a method of preparing caustic soda from 
sodium sulphate by treating the latter with calcium sulphite and in- 
troducing sulphurous acid gas into the mixture. Soluble calcium 
bisulphite is thus formed, which reacts with the sodium sulphate, 
forming calcium sulphate and sodium bisulphite. These are separated 
by filtration, and the gypsum washed out with hot water. The sodium 
bisulphite is then treated with milk of lime, whereby a solution of 
caustic soda is obtained, which contains a certain proportion of sodium 
sulphite and sulphate and alBo calcium sulphite. It is evaporated in 
the usual manner, and the calcium sulphite which is left after decanta- 
tion is used in another operation. The following two questions pre- 
sented themselves to the author in working out this method: — (1.) 
To what extent can sodium sulphate be transformed into the sulphite 
by means of lime and sulphurous acid ; and (2) to what extent can 
sodium sulphite be rendered caustic by lime ? As regards the first 
question, the conversion of sodium sulphate into sulphito is very 
satisfactory, and might be regarded as complete, if it were not for the 
solubility of the calcium sulphate, which is greater in the solution than 
in pure water. In the subsequent treatment with lime, this has a ten- 
dency to reconvert part of the sodium sulphite into sulphate. The 
second question could not be solved in a satisfactory manner, although 
success depends in a great measure on the solution being sufficiently 
dilute, but even with 14 grains per liter only 87 per cent, was converted. 
The results obtained, however, were only approximate, and, therefore, 
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could not be used as proper data for answering this question. It was 
found that sodium sulphite requires a greater dilution than the car- 
bonate. 

Details of the apparatus used and the mode of working are 
given. D. B. 

Dephosphorisation of Pig Iron. By R. v. Wagner (Dingl. 
polyt. J, 9 236, 147). — Bull has recently discovered a process of de- 
phosphorising pig iron, which depends on the conveision of the 
phosphorus into phosphoretted hydrogen. The process is said to have 
been very successful as far as it has been tried at the present time. It 
consists in introducing into the fluid metal, after separating carbon, 
silicon, &c., by means of a current of air, a stream of steam mixed 
with hot air. The steam is decomposed, the hydrogen combining 
with the phosphorus, and escaping in the form of vapour as phospho- 
retted hydrogen. 

It is mentioned that this method, should it continue to give satis- 
factory results, would become of great practical importance, as it 
would probably compete with the Thomas-Gilchrist process. The 
author, however, points out that C. Winkler is really the originator of 
this idea. In the first part of his Auleitmg zur UntersuGhmg der In- 
dustrie- Gase (Freiberg, 1876, 6) Winkler in describing the Bessemer 
process distinguishes (1) combustion of the carbon and silicon by 
means of a current of air, and (2) removal of phosphorus in the form 
of a hydrogen compound, by forcing superheated steam through the 
metallic column, which is identical with the process proposed by 
Bull. D. B. 

Preparation of Nickel. (JDingl. jpolyt. /., 235, 444.) — According 
to Laroche and Prat, the composition of the nicked ore of New Cale- 
donia is as follows : — 

SiO a . OaO. A1 3 0 8 . MnO. Fe a O^. CoO. NiO. MgO. K 2 0,LiO,Cu. H 2 0 combined 

. 41-0 3*0 7-0 9*0 14-0 1*3 8*9 6*0 1*1 8*7 = 100*00 

w 46*0 0*5 1*3 4*0 5*2 0*0 17*3 9*0 0*7 16*0 = 100*00 

The powdered ore is treated with an equal weight of sulphuric acid 

of 56° to 66° B. The mixture is boiled out with water and treated 
with a quantity of ammonium sulphate equivalent to the amount of 
nickel sulphate present. After concentration, nickel ammonium sul- 
phate crystallises out, which when recrystallised, is obtained in a 
chemically pure form. The latter is boiled with an equivalent quantity 
of an alkaline oxalate, and the precipitate treated with sodium or 
potassium carbonate at 110*. The oxalic acid is thus recovered, and 
can be used again for a fresh operation, whilst the carbonate of nickel 
is reduced to the metallic state in the usual manner. D. B. 

Examination of the Effect of Hard and Soft Water on the 
Brewing of Beer. By E. R. Southby (Died. Oentr 1880, 145 — 
147). — Composition of the worts (unhopped) prepared with distilled 
water, and with hard water containing 66*9 grains calcium sulphate, 
and 16*5 grains magnesium sulphate per gallon, was compared, the 
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result being that neither of the above salts in solution has any appre- 
ciable influence on the amount of extract obtained, or on the compo- 
sition of that extract ; but the wort prepared with hard water settles 
more quickly, and remains unfermented longer, than if it had been 
prepared with soft water. E. W. P. 

Amount of Sugar in Sorghum, Maize, and Melons. By 0. A. 
Goessmann (Bied. Oentr ., 1880, 122 — 124), — The amount of sugar 
(cane and grape) contained in several varieties of the above plants at 
different periods of growth was estimated, and the result arrived at 
was that they are unfitted for the manufacture of sugar by reason of 
the small quantity which they contain, E. W. P. 

Formation of Fat in Ripening Cheese. By O. Kellner 
(La?idw. Versuchs.-Stat., 25, 39 — 46). — The author criticises the 
results of several investigators, and then gives results obtained by 
comparing the proportion of fat in chalk-like and fatty-looking cheese 
from the same block, with that of two of the unchangeable constituents, 
viz., phosphoric acid and lime. The amount of fat was almost the 
same, being slightly less, but not materially so, in the riper portion. 
Samples from an older cheese gave a similar pair of results. The melt- 
ing points of the fats obtained from the same block were almost iden- 
tical, the melting points of the fatty acids also ; so that the fats were 
found to be the same in quality and quantity in ripe and in less-ripe 
cheese. J. T. 

Estimation of the Value of Grain. By E. Wollny (Bied. 
Centr 1880, 116 — 120). — It is usual to estimate grain by its volume- 
weight, but this is shown to be a false method ; the results of careful 
experiment are, that the volume- weight is not proportional to the size 
of the grain ; with barley and wheat, it diminishes with the size of the 
grain, whereas with certain sorts of oats it increases as the size of the 
grain diminishes : the volume- weight of a mixture of large and small 
grains is a mean of the volume-weight of both sorts ; the volume- 
weight of grains of like size is greater the less water they contain ; it 
is likewise greater the riper the crop be, and also higher in the case of 
translucent wheat: the volume-weight of the grains of cereals of 
different varieties is differeni , and is independent of the size of tho 
grain. 

As the volume- weight cannot be taken as a true indication of tho 
value of grain, neither can the specific gravity, which is less in pro- 
portion as the grain is riper, and contains more moisture. 

The only true guarantee is the absolute weight of the grains. Of 
grains of like weight and size, those which are most globular, are the 
most valuable. E. W. P. 

Analysis of Various Tinned Foods. By G. W. Wignbr 
( Analyst , 1880, 99 — 102). — From the analysis made of different 
American and Australian tinned meats and vegetables, the author 
considers them to be very slightly, if at all, inferior to raw meat and 
vegetables as articles of food. L. T. O’S. 
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New Coal-tar Colouring Matters. (JDingl. polyt. 235, 316.) 
— Meister, Lucias, and Brunmg prepare from secondary and tertiary 
amines of the aromatic compounds new colouring matters by the action 
of tri- and tetra-chloroquinone or of crude chloranil. 

To prepare violet colouring matters, 1 part chloranil is added gra- 
dually with constant stirring to 2 parts dimethylaniline, and the 
mixture heated at 60° to 70° for some time. Blue colouring matters 
are formed by the action of chloranil on methyldipbenylamine. To 
obtain green colouring matters, chloranil is allowed to act on benzy- 
lated dipheuylamine and its homologues, benzytolylphenylamine, Ac. 

Colouring matters are also obtained according to Herran and 
Chaude by the action of nitrobenzene on mixtures of aniline and 
double metallic chlorides. D. B. 

Some Analyses of Starchmakers , Residues. By F. Holde- 
tleiss (Bied. Centr 1880, 66). — The author has analysed two samples 
of these residues with the view of estimating their value as fodder ; one 
sample was in the state in which it left the factory ; the other had been 
put under pressure to extract all the water possible. The analyses of 
the wet and dry substances show a striking difference in the percentage 
of albuminous substances and carbohydrates : the former largely di- 
minishing, the latter increasing in the dried substance, which is easily 
accounted for by the water carrying off the albumin. The employ- 
ment of pressure in order to bring the substance into portable and 
marketable condition would not be found injurious, but when it is used 
for feeding purposes, it should m every case be supplemented by highly 
concentrated starchy foods. 

The author compares the value of both with raw potatoes ; taking 
the residue from one centner of these at 0*17 mark, the wet starch 
residue is worth 0*44 mark, the dry residue 1*15 marks. J. F. 

On Explosives for Blasting, especially Nitroglycerine. By 
B. O. ITietdkbstadt ( Dingl . polyt . J., 233, 75 — 78). — The most widely 
used dynamite is Noble 9 s kieselguhr dynamite. When used iu solid 
rock it has from 6 to 7 times the force of blasting-powder. 

The “kieselguhr” in its natuial state has the following percentage 
composition : — Insoluble silica, peroxide of iron, alumina, and calcium 
sulphate, 15*43; soluble silica, 77*30; water, 7*27. Orem kieselguhr 
has the following percentage composition: — Insoluble silica, Ac., 
10*97; soluble silica, 6*2*92; organic matter, 17*76; water, 8 35. 
The kieselguhr is first burned in a furnace to destroy the organic 
matter and expel water. The mingling of the nitroglycerine with the 
burned earth is done by hand labour in wooden troughs lined with 
lead or india-rubber. The cartridges are prepared at the manufactory, 
of size corresponding with that usual for the bore-hole. The strongest 
cartridges are made with 75 per cent, nitroglycerine, the absorbent 
material being nitrocellulose or kieselguhr. The weaker sorts contain 
about 50 per cent, of nitroglycerine. 

Rhexite consists of a mixture of 30 to 65 per cent, of nitroglycerine 
with saltpetre, chalk, and sawdust. 
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Recently there has been brought into use in mining a mixture of 
nitroglycerine and dissolved gun-cotton. 

Lithofracteur consists of 52 per cent, of nitroglycerine, mixed with 
kieselguhr, coal, Chili saltpetre, and sulphur. 

Dualin is better fitted for practical work than lithofracteur. It 
contains 50 per cent, of nitroglycerine, with sawdust and potassium 
nitrate. 

The sp. gr. of dualin is only half that of dynamite, and it has per 
volume about 50 per cent, less explosive power. W. T. 

Liquid for the Preservation of Botanical Preparations. 
By J. Nessler (Landw. Versuchs.-Stat., 24, 275 — 277). — The author 
has used a 20 per cent, solution by volume of alcohol with 1 — 2 
drops of an 8 per cent, solution of sulphurous acid in the form of 
acid calcium sulphite to every 200 c.c. of alcohol. This is suitable 
for green parts which are easily bleached ; for roots which are brown, 
3 — 4 times as much of sulphurous acid is used. The solution has 
behaved very well since 1875. So far as observations go, animal pre- 
parations may be preserved in the same way. J. T. 

Frimavera-wood. By J. Moeller (JDingl. polyt. J., 236, 146). 
— This wood comes from Navidad (west coast of Mexico), and was 
obtained by Exner in Hamburg, where it had been sent into the market 
a s furniture- wood. 

The author has examined this wood. As to its botanical origin 
nothing is known, and from its anatomical structure also sufficient 
data could not be obtained for tracing its origin. The colour of the 
wood is yellow on its split or sawn surfaces; its polished sections, 
however, are coloured light reddish-brown, and the naked eye dis- 
cerns elegantly marked rays of a light colour, in which minute yellow 
spots are scattered about. The sp. gr. of the wood is 0*99, and its 
hardness very great. D. B. 
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New Hydrogen Lines and the Dissociation of Calcium. By 
H. W. Vogel (Ber., 13, 274 — 276). — The spectrum of hydrogen has 
been hitherto considered to consist mainly of four lines : but in his 
photographic examination of Geissler’s tubes containing hydrogen, the 
author has detected a number of other lines, some of them in the 
violet and ultra-violet of remarkable intensity and sharpness. Almost 
the same lines are observed in the photographed spectrum of perfectly 
pure electrolytic hydrogen, and hence must be considered characteristic 
of that element. 

One of the most brilliant of these lines is slightly less refrangible 
than the Fraunhofer line H', which, together with H", is usually 
ascribed to calcium. The author designates it Hd«, the symbol Hd 
representing a hydrogen line. 

According to Lockyer (JProc. Boy . Soc. 9 28, 157), the element 
calcium, when submitted to the enormous temperature of the white 
fixed stars, which are regarded as the hottest, undergoes dissociation 
into two bodies X and Y, to which the lines H' and H" respectively 
belong. This dissociation cannot be artificially effected. Lockyer 
relies on the observation of Huggins, that in the spectra of Sirius, 
Vega, and other stars, the first of these lines is present, while the 
other is absent or scarcely visible. 

The author interprets the facts otherwise : the so-called H' line in 
the stellar spectra being, in bis opinion, identical with the hydrogen 
line Hd,, and not belonging to calcium. The remaining hydrogen 
lines are also much more intense in these stellar spectra than in the 
spectrum of the sun. 

This view is borne out by an examination of the published observa- 
tions of Huggins (Gornpt. rend., 1880, No. 2). Huggins there gives 
the wave-lengths of twelve stellar lines in the violet and ultra-violet. 
The first two of these are the acknowledged hydrogen lines, Hdy and 
Hd; and the others agree so closely with the hydrogen lines dis- 
covered by the author, that there can be no doubt as to their identity 
with them. 


Huggins’ stellar lines. 

8968 

8887-5 

8884 

8795 

3767-5 


Hew hydrogen lines. 

3968 

3887 

3834 

3795 

3769 


The rest of Huggins’ lines have not been observed by the author, 
who used glass prisms which strongly absorb violet and ultra-violet 
rays. Huggins used quartz prisms. 

Whether these lines are contained in the solar spectrum must be 
ascertained by using more highly dispersive instruments. Doubtless 
the presence of the line H' will render difficult the detection of HcU. 

VOL. xxxviii, 2 tt 
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Lock jer- explains the frequent occurrence of the line H' “ injected 
into the chromosphere” without H", observed by Young, as due to 
the dissociation of calcium. In the author’s opinion the lino noticed 
to occur singly by Young was Hd e , and not IT. Oh. B. 

Dichroic Fluorescence of Magnesium Platinocyanide. By 
E. Lommel (Arm. Phys . Ohem. [2], 8, 634 — 640). — A particularly well- 
formed crystal (a four-sided prism) of this salt being at the disposal of 
the author, various optical phenomena exhibited by it were carefully 
noted as follows : — 

(1.) Viewed by reflected light, the side faces were green, the end 
faces blue- violet. 

(2.) A ray of transmitted light was broken up into an ordinary 
bright carmine-red ray, and an extraordinary dark blood-red ray. 

(3.) In ordinary blue or violet light, the crystal showed splendid 
orange fluorescence. 

(4.) When this orange light is viewed through a ISTicol prism it 
appears orange-yellow when the plane of polarisation of the Nicol is 
perpendicular to the axis of the crystal, scarlet when it is parallel to 
the same axis. 

(5.) If the violet light employed be first polarised, the fluorescent 
light is grange- yellow when the plane of polarisation is perpendicular 
to, scarlet when it is parallel to the axis of the crystal. 

(6.) If a polarised violet ray falls normally on one of the end faces, 
a scarlet fluorescent light is obtained, and this colour is unchanged 
when the plane of polarisation is turned about the axis of the crystal. 

(7.) If the ray falls obliquely, the plane of polarisation remaining 
perpendicular to the end-face and therefore containing the axis of the 
crystal, the colour remains unchanged; if, however, the plane of 
polarisation be inclined to the axis, the colour changes. From this it 
would appear that the light vibrations must be perpendicular to the 
plane of polarisation. The same conclusion results from the following 
considerations : — Red fluorescent light is obtained when the violet ray 
flails normally on the end-face, and when consequently the piano of 
vibration is perpendicular to the axis of the crystal ; red light is also 
obtained from the side-faces when the plane of polarisation is parallel 
to the axis of the crystal ; but since, in the first case, the plane of 
vibration ’s perpendicular to the axis, it should bo the same in the 
second : it is therefore perpendicular to the plane of polarisation. 

F. I). B. 

Phosphorescence. By B. Sttjrtz (Ann. Phys. OJtem. [2], 8, 528). 
— In high vacua, the following substances exhibit phosphorescence : — 
Magnesium phosphate, wolframite, cemsire, adularia, doublospar, apa- 
tite, franklinite, dolomite, red spinel, cobalt-glanz, stannite, baryta, 
chrome-ironstone, lazulite, lepidolite, zinnwaldite, ankerite, greenockite, 
pektolite, borax, lencite, sanidiu, and the meteorite of Java, 1869, 
Cerusite is deprived of this property by ignition ; while on the other 
hand the following substances exhibit no phosphorescence, or hut a 
feint trace, until after they have been heated to redness : — Brucitc, 
magnesite, ©rthodase, kaolin, axinite, kieselzink, fergusonite, apophyl- 
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lit©, and coelestin. A long list of minerals is also given wliidb. do not 
exhibit phosphorescence. R. R. 

Electro-optic Observations on Various Liquids. By J. Kerr 
(Phil. Mag. [5], 8, 85 — 102 and 229 — 245). — Some years ago two 
papers were published by the author (ibid,, 1875) describing experi- 
ments in which a power of double refraction was induced in glass, 
carbon bisulphide, and other dielectrics by the application of electric 
force ; since then observations have been made with improved appara- 
tus, and with the advantage of previous experience*. 

The liquid to be examined is contained in a glass cell formed by boring 
a hole one inch in height and five-eighths of an inch in width through 
a piece of plate-glass three-quarters of an inch thick; the ends of the hole 
are covered with thin pieces of plate-glass gently pressed against the 
main piece by suitable screws. In the centre of the cell thus formed 
two brass buttons, each one-quarter of an inch in diameter, oppose their 
slightly convex and heavily plated surfaces. The distance between 
the two surfaces is one-eighth of an inch, whilst the line joining their 
centres is horizontal and parallel to the surfaces of the plate-glass. 
One of the buttons is connected with an electrical machine, the other 
with -the earth by means of wires passing through holes drilled in the 
glass. Similar holes serve to fill and empty the cell. A ray of light 
emitted by a flat paraffin flame presented edgeways* passed, first through 
a polarising Nicol having its principal section at an angle of 45° to the 
horizon, then throngh tne cell above described, then through one or 
more slips of thin plate-glass so arranged that they could he subjected 
to strain by means of weights, and finally throngh the analysing Nicol. 

In order thoroughly to understand the results of these experiments, 
we must remember that when a ray of light polarised m a plane 
inclined at 45° ta the horizon passes through a slice- of a uniaxial 
crystal having its principal axis vertical, the ray is broken up iuto 
two parts, one of which (the ordinary ray) has its vibrations in a 
plane perpendicular to the axis ; the other (the extraordinary ray) has 
its vibrations in a vertical plane containing the axis. In negative 
uniaxial crystals, such as calcspar, the velocity of the extraordinary 
ray is greater ; in positive uniaxial crystals, such as quartz, it is Wss 
than that of the ordinary ray. Precisely the same effect can be ob- 
tained with a piece of glass subjected to strain in one direction ; if 
stretched vertically or compressed horizontally, the light, having its 
vibrations vertical, will travel faster; if compressed vertically, or 
stretched horizontally, the light, having its vibrations vertical, will 
travel slower than that which has its viblhtions horizontal. In the 
first case, therefore, the glass acts as a negative, in the second, as a 
positive uniaxial crystal, with the principal section vertical. 

Since this birefringent action induced in the glass varies with the 
strain to which it is subjected, it is evident that we are provided with 
a means of exactly compensating any similar action of the electrified 
liquid in the cell, and so observing the nature and measuring the 
amount of snch action. This is the object of the slips of glass placed 
in the path of the ray of light, as above described. 

As an illustration of the effects observed when a liquid is submitted 
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to electric force, we may select those obtained with carbon bisulphide. 
The cell being filled with this liquid, the slips of glass being subjected 
to no strain, and the analysing Nicol being turned to perfect extinction, 
the electrical machine is set in motion, and immediately the light is 
restored in the form of a fine vertical line ; as the potential rises, the 
light increases steadily until it is quite brilliant ; but if a spark be 
taken upon the knuckle from the prime conductor the phenomenon 
vanishes instantly. One of the compensating slips is now subjected 
to strain, and it is found that horizontal tension strengthens the effect 
of electrical action, whilst horizontal compression weakens it, and when 
strong enough reproduces sensibly perfect extinction. It would, 
therefore, seem that the electric tension has the same effect on the 
liquid as a horizontal tension on the glass, in other words, the electric 
force sets up a birefringent action in the carbon bisulphide ; the light 
which is polarised in the plane parallel to the lines of force, that is to 
say, the vibrations of which take place in the plane perpendicular to 
the lines of force, is relatively retarded. 

Carbon bisulphide when electrified acts therefore as a positive 
uniaxial crystal with the axis perpendicular to the lines of force. 
Other liquids, such as colza and olive oils, with which the glass cell 
was filled, yielded opposite results, behaving: as a negative uniaxial 
crystal with the axis in the same relative position. 

Experiments were made with a large number of liquids, with the 
general results given in the following table, where the positive 
liquids are arranged as nearly as possible in the descending order of 
electro-optic power, the larger and clearer intervals being marked by 
separating lines. The negative liquids are not so arranged, but colza 
and seal oils are certainly among the strongest, and linseed is the 
weakest. 


Positive liquids. 

Carbon bisulphide, v. g. 

Cumene, g. 

Paraffin oil (sp. gr. 0'890), v. g . 


Carbon di chloride, v. g. 
Xylene, v. g . 

Toluene, v. g . 

Cvmene, y. g. 

Benzene, i?. g . 


Negative liquids. 
'Vegetable fixed oils. 
Colza, v. g. 

Sweet almonds, v. g. 
Olive, v . g. 
Poppy-seed, g . 

Rape- seed, p. g . 

Nut. 

Mustard-seed, p. g. 
Linseed, p. g. 


Amylene, v. g . 


Paraffin oil, v. g . 
Sperm oil, p. g . 
Terebene, v. g. 
Bromotoluene, b. 


Animal fixed oils. 
Seal, g. 

Cod liver. 

Lard, p. g . 
Neatsfoot, g. 


Yaleric acid, &. j 

As it is admitted that very slight changes in the conditions of tho 
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experiment produce large variations in the electro-optic power, and as, 
moreover, no care seems to have been taken to obtain pure liquids, 
further than to purchase the best readily obtainable, the above order 
of the positive liquids may require much alteration. 

The electrical conductivity of the various liquids was roughly esti- 
mated by drawing sparks from the prime conductor of the electrical 
machine, firstly when the conductor was in connection with one of the 
brass buttons of the cell, while the other was in connection with the 
earth; and secondly when the conductor was entirely disconnected. 
If the sparks are in each case of about the same density and length, 
the liquid in the cell must evidently be a good insulator ; if the sparks 
are smaller in the first case the liquid is not a good insulator, whilst if 
no sparks at all can be obtained, the liquid evidently conducts elec- 
tricity without difficulty. The letters v. g ., g., p. g. r and b , placed 
after the names in the table, signify that the insulation obtained with 
the liquid is very good, good, pretty good, or bad. 

When experiments were made with nitrobenzene, it was found 
that no optical effect could be obtained in the usual way, the liquid 
conducting electricity with the greatest facility. An interesting 
phenomenon was, however, observed when the wire connecting the 
machine with the cell was interrupted by a small air-space. In this 
case a momentary restoration of the light takes place at the instant 
of the passage of a spark across the air-space, and this restoration is 
the brighter the greater is the distance across which the spark has to 
travel. 

By means of a Thomson’s long-range electrometer, the electric 
potential during the experiments with non-conducting liquids was 
measured, and the tension of the compensating glass slips being at the 
same time noted, it was possible to obtain at any rate a general idea of 
the relation between potential and birefringent action. As regards 
the glass slips, it was inferred that the straining weight and the 
optical effect are sensibly proportional as long as the weight does not 
exceed 12 lbs. The weight, therefore, may be regarded as a measure 
of the optical effect. This being so, quantitative experiments with 
carbon bisulphide proved that as the potential increases the intensity 
of the corresponding birefringent action also increases, and that the 
increments of potential corresponding to a constant increment of 
birefringent action have sensibly smaller values at high than at low 
potentials. Experiments with other liquids gave similar results, and 
it was remarked that iu some cases the optically equivalent potentials 
for two liquids were respectively proportional. E. D. B. 

Specific Heat of Water. By Baumgartner (Ann. Phys. Ohem , 
[2], 8, 648 — 653). — At Prof. Pfaundler’s suggestion, new determina- 
tions were made, in which the method of mixtures was employed, 
precautions being taken to render the results as accurate as possible. 
Tables of the numbers obtained are given. The values of the true 
specific heat of water at 100° (the specific heat at 0° being taken as 
unity) as given by different observers are as follows : — 
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Regnault’s experiments and calculation 1*0130 

„ „ and Bosscha’s calculation 1*0220 

v. Munchhausen’s experiments and Wullner’s calculation 1*0302 

Baumgartner’s experiments and Pfaundler’s calculation 1*0307 

Henrichsen’s experiments and calculation 1*0720 

Jamin and Amaury’s experiments and calculation 1*1220 

Marie Stamo’s experiments and calculation 1*1255 

F. D. B. 

Freezing Mixtures of an Acid and a Hydrated Salt. By 
A. Ditti (Compt. rend., 90, 1163 — 1165). — The reduction of tem- 
perature observed when sodium sulphate is mixed with hydrochloric 
acid is not due simply to the solution of the salt. Double decom- 
position takes place in accordance with the principle of maximum 
work ; sodium chloride is produced, and this, being insoluble in 
concentrated hydrochloric acid, is precipitated : the water which 
existed in the salt as a solid is set free as a liquid, and it is mainly 
this passage of the water from the solid to the liquid condition which 
causes an absorption of heat. If the hydrochloric acid be not suffi- 
ciently concentrated, a portion of the salt formed is dissolved, the 
decomposition is not complete, and the maximum reduction of tem- 
perature is not obtained. When 16 parts of sodium sulphate are 
mixed with 12 parts of the commercial acid, the temperature of the 
mixture is reduced about 33°. Similar effects are produced with 
mixtures of sodium phosphate or sulphate with nitric acid, and the 
alums or sodium phosphate with hydrochloric acid. 

Pure phosphoric acid may be easily obtained by saturating a solution 
of sodium phosphate with hydrochloric acid gas, decanting the clear 
liquid from the precipitated common salt, and distilling off the excess 
of hydrochloric acid. 0. H. B. 

Compounds of Hydrogen Peroxide. By Bdrthelot ( Oompt . 
rend., 90, 334 — 337). — The paper gives the measurements of the 
thermic relations of certain combinations of hydrogen peroxide with 
alkalis, recently discovered by Schone. The combination Ba0>.H 2 0 2 , 
decomposes with development of heat = -f 14*2 cal. into JBa0 2 .H 2 6 
+ O 5 this hydrate of bari am peroxide then combines with more 
water, BaO s H a O + 9H 3 0 = £aO 2 .10H.O = + 29*6 cal., and finally it 
breaks up into BaO.H.O and oxygen, BaO>10H a O = BaO.10H 2 O + 
O = + H*8 cal., each of these reactions being attended with develop- 
ment of heat. The same series of reactions serves to explain the 
instability of hydrogen peroxide in the presence of a trace of baryta, 
or of any other alkali, the following series of reactions taking 
place 

2H 3 0 2 + BaO.HaO = BaO s .H a 0 3 + 2H a O 
Ba0 3 .H 3 0 3 ~ Ba0 2 .HaO + O 
Ba0 2 .H 3 0 = BaO.H a O + O. 

AH these reactions are attended with a disengagement of heat, and 
^us the alkali reverts to its original condition, when it reacts upon a 
fresh quminty of hydrogen peroxide, continuing a series of reactions 
which individually and collectively are exothermic. ft. ft. 
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Heat of Formation of Ammonia, of the Oxides of Nitrogen, 
and of the Nitrates. By J. Thomsen ( Ber 13, 498 — 500). — Ber- 
thelot (Oompt. rend 89, 877, this volume, p. 207) has recently shown 
that the heat of formation of ammonia c ann ot be accurately deduced 
from experiments based on the action of chlorine on aqueous 
amm onia. Satisfactory results are obtained by burning ammonia in 
oxygen ; the heat of combustion for 1 mol. N H 3 equals 91300. The 
heat of formation of N + H s is 12200. 

The author has repeated Berthelot’s experiments, and obtains 90650 
for the heat of combustion, and 11890 as the heat of formation for 
1 mol. NH 3 . 

Since the heat of formation of ammonia enters into the calculations 
for the heat of formation of the acids and oxides of nitrogen, the fol- 
lowing numbers must be substituted for those contained in the pre- 
vious communication (Her., 13, 498 — 500, and this vol., 81). 


Table I. 


Reaction. Heat of formation. 

Nitrous oxide N 2 + O —18320 

„ „ N + NO + 3255 

Nitric oxide N + O —21575 

„ „ N 2 0 + O -24830 

Nitrous acid N 2 -f 0 3 4- Aq. — 6820 

„ N 2 0 2 + O + Aq. — 36330 

„ ), K + 0 2 + H + Aq. +30770 

„ „ NO + O + H + Aq. +52345 

Nitrogen dioxide N + O* — 2005 


,, „ NO + O +19570 

Nitric acid N a + 0 6 + Aq. +29820 

„ , 7 N*0 + O 4 + Aq. +48140 

„ N 1 O 3 + O 3 + Aq. +72970 

,9 9 , NjO* + O + Aq. +33830 

„ „ N + O s + H +41510 

„ „ NO + 0 2 + H +63085 

9 , „ NO a + O + H +43515 

„ „ N 2 0* + O + HsO +18670 

,9 „ N + 0 3 + H + Aq. +49090 

„ „ NO + 0 2 + H + Aq. +70665 

„ 9 , N0 2 + O + H + Aq. +51095 

„ „ NOiHAq. + O +18320 


Table II. — Heat of formation, of Metallic Nitrates by direct union of their 

Elements , 


Anhydrous nitrates. Heat of formation. 


Potassium 

.... 119480 

Sodium 

.... 111250 

Lithium . . 

.... 111620 

Thallium . . 

58150 

Silver . . . . 

28740 


Anhydrous nitrates. Heat of formation. 

Barium 225740 

Strontium 219850 

Calcium 203230 

Lead 105500 

W. 0. W. 
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Heat of Formation of Chloral Hydrate. By A. Wuriz 
(Oompt. rend ., 90, 337 — 342). — The experiments described in the 
paper lead to the following conclusions. The vapours of water and of 
anhydrous chloral may be mixed without giving rise to any sensible 
change of temperature. This fact supports the view entertained on 
other grounds that the vapour of chloral hydrate is a mixture and not 
a compound, and that it forms therefore no exception to the law of 
Avogadro and Ampere. 

Sainte-Claire Deville considers that the experiments detailed in the 
foregoing paper do not determine the point at issue. He declines to 
accept either Avogadro’s law, or any doctrine concerning atoms, 
molecules, forces, peculiar states of matter, &c., refusing to believe in 
what he cannot see or even imagine. As a matter of fact, the vapours 
of ammonium chloride, of the chlorides of the compound ammonias, 
and of many volatile organic bases, correspond with 8 vols., and it has 
not yet been proved that any one of these vapours is a mixture. 

E. R. 

Heats of Combustion of Glycerol and of Ethylenic Glycol. 
By W. Lougtjineo (Oompt. rend., 90, 367). — The heat of combustion 
of glycerol in the reaction C 8 Ha0 3 liquid + 70 gaseous = 4H a O liquid 
+ 3C0 2 gaseous, is 392,456 ; that of ethylenic glycol in the reaction, 
CaHe0 2 liquid + 50 gaseous = 3H 2 0 liquid + 2C0 2 gaseous, is 
283,293. B. R. 

Volatile Metallic Chlorides. By v. Meyer and H. Zublin 
(Ber., 13, 811 — 815). — The authors have endeavoured to settle the 
question as to whether such chlorides as Fe 2 Cl fl , Sn 2 0 l 4 , become Fe01 3 
and SnCla at higher temperatures, and claim to have proved the 
existence of SnCl 3 at a temperature of about 800°. Gr. T. A. 

Compression of Gaseous Mixtures. By L. Catlletet ( Gmnpf . 
rend., 90, 210). — When a mixture of air and carbonic anhydride is 
submitted to pressure, the liquefaction of the carbonic anhydride is 
often greatly retarded. Thus, a mixture of equal vols. of air and car- 
bonic anhydride will support a pressure of 400 atmospheres at 0° 
without visible change. When, however, 5 vols. of carbonic anhy- 
dride are mixed with 1 vol. of air, the former is easily liquefied. If 
the pressure be then raised to 150 or 200 atmospheres, the meniscus 
of liquefied acid, before concave and well-defined, grows flat and in- 
distinct, then it gradually becomes imperceptible, and the liquid at 
length disappears altogether. The tube then appeal’s as if filled with 
homogeneous matter, which resists all further pressure as a liquid 
would. 

When the pressure is again slowly diminished, the liquid suddenly 
reappears, at a pressure which is constant for given temperatures. A 
thick cloud appears in the tube, spreads, and vanishes as the liquid 
forms. The pressures at which the liquid carbonic anhydride re- 
appears are at 5*5°, 130 atmospheres; at 10°, 124 atmospheres; at 
13°, 120 atmospheres; at 18°, 113 atmospheres; at 19°, 110 atmo- 
spheres. Carbonic anhydride gas compressed beyond 250 atmospheres 
is not liquefied at 21°. It might be supposed that this disappearance 
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of the liquid is apparent only, in consequence of the refractive index 
of compressed air increasing more rapidly than that of liquid carbonic 
anhydride, so that at the point where the two indices become equal, 
the surface of the liquid would cease to be visible. But, in that case, 
the surface of separation should again become visible when the pres- 
sure is further increased. This, however, does not occur, and the 
author’s conclusion is that under high pressures a gas and a liquid are 
capable of solution in each other, so as to form a homogeneous 
whole. R. R. 

Note. — The recent experiments of Ramsay on the so-called critical 
point of liquids (Proc. Boy. Soc.) would seem to require some modifi- 
cation of the above theory. — C. E. Gr. 

Variation of the Tension of Vapour emitted above and 
below the Point of Fusion. By P. de Mondesir ( Gompt . rend., 
90 , 1158 — 1161). — The variations in the tension of the vapour of a 
substance are so much greater above its point of fusion than below 
that the two series of variations cannot be accurately represented by 
the same curve. 0. H. B. 

Proportion of Carbonic Anhydride in the Air. By J. Reiset 
( Oompt . rend., 90 , 1144 — 1148). — The mean of 91 day and night 
determinations made during the latter half of 1879 was 29*78 vols. of 
carbonic anhydride in 100,000 of country air. Between 9 a.m. and 
4 P.M. the mean amount was 28*91 vols. in 100,000 ; dnring the night 
30*84 in 100,000 ; i.e., the proportion of carbonic anhydride in the 
atmosphere is greater during the night than in the daytime. In foggy 
and hazy weather the mean amount was 31*66, with a maximum of 
34*15 in a very dense fog. Details of the method of determination and 
of the apparatus employed are given. 

The proportion of aqueous vapour in the air varied from 4*215 
grams per cubic meter in November to 16*552 grams in August, the 
mean being 10*135 grams (see also this Journal, 36, 744). 

The author considers that no connection has yet been definitely 
established between the variations in the proportion of carbonic 
anhydride in the air, and the mode of circulation of the latter. 

0. H. B. 


The Problem of Estimating the Number of Isomeric Paraffins 
of the Formula CnH^ + n. By P. Hermann (Per., 13, 792). — The 
author gives no description of his method, but states that by a u more 
concrete method ” than Cayley’s (On the analytical forms called 
Trees. Report of British Association, 1875) he finds the possible 
number of isomeric paraffins of the formula C 12 H 26 to be 355. 

a. t. a. 

History of Periodic Atomicity. By L. Meter (Per., 13, 
259—265). 
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Inorganic Chemistry. 


Vapour-density of Iodine. By F. Meier and J. M. Crafts 
(Ber., 13, 851 — 878). — Tlie authors have repeated Victor Meyer’s ex- 
periments (Bar., 13, 399, and this vol., p. 483) on the density of iodine 
vapour, introducing slight modifications in the apparatus to increase 
the accuracy of their results, and they find that the vapour-density of 
iodine begins to be abnormal between 600° and 700°, and at a tem- 
perature of 1390° it is 0*60 of the theoretical density. 

The difference between the results of V. Meyer and those of Deville 
and Troost (. Ann . Ohm,. PTiys ., 59, 161) is partly due to the fact that 
the latter authorities have taken the temperature of boiling zinc and 
cadmium as 1040° and 860° instead of 940° and 746*3° respectivelv. 

W. C. W. 

Action of Potassium Iodide on Hydrogen Peroxide. By 
E. Soh(3ne (Ber., 13, 627 — 629). — The separation of the small quantity 
of free iodine which occurs on mixing pure hydrogen peroxide with 
neutral potassium iodide is not due, as stated by Berthelot ( Oomjpt . 
rend., 90, 333), to the action of the carbonic acid in the air, or to 
some constituent of the containing vessel, but to the fact that hydrogen 
peroxide is decomposed by potassium iodide into water and oxygen, a 
small quantity of free iodine and free alkali being liberated at the 
same time (compare Anncden , 195, 228). T. C, 

Decomposition of Hydrogen Peroxide in Presence of Alkalis 
and Alkaline Earths. By E. Schone {Ber., 13, 623 — 627). — The 
author considers that Berthelot’s theory ( Corrupt . rend 90, 334) of the 
decomposition of hydrogen peroxide in presence of alkalis or alka- 
line earths is incomplete, since it does not account for the yellow 
colour, which always accompanies the spontaneous decomposition 
of the double compounds of hydrogen peroxide with the peroxides of 
the alkalis and alkaline earths; and that his own view (Annalen, 
392, 257; 193, 241), according to which the formation of higher 
oxides of the metal (tri-, tetra-, or even pentoxides) plays an important 
part in the decomposition of hydrogen peroxide in presence of the 
alkalis and alkaline earths, is more in accordance with observation. 

T. 0. 

Action of Sulphurous Anhydride on the Oxides of the 
Alkaline Earth-metals, By K. Birnbaum and C. Wittich (Ber., 13, 
651 — 653). — Barium oxide unites slowly with sulphurous anhydride 
at 200°, and more rapidly at 230°, forming BaS0 3 . Strontium oxide 
absorbs the gas less energetically than barium oxide, the reaction 
commencing only at 230° ; the product is SrS0 3 . Calcium oxide (com- 
pare Schott, Ding], polyt. J., 202, 52 ; and Ramtnelsberg, Pogg. Aim., 
67, 249) does not absorb the gas below 400°, but at this temperature 
combination takes place rapidly with the formation of a basic sulphite, 
CasSfiOis. At 500° the gas is very rapidly absorbed, but the sulphite 
then splits up into sulphate and sulphide. Magnesium oxide begins to 
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absorb the gas very slowly at 326°, forming MgSOa, but this is decom- 
posed at a slightly higher temperature. T. C. 

PerstOphurie Acid. By Berthelot (Corrupt, rend., 90, 269 — 275, 
and 331 — 334). — The author describes in the first paper his recent 
study of the formation by electrolysis of persulphuric acid, which 
compound was discovered by himself in 1878. The most concentrated 
solution of persulphuric acid he could obtain had 123 grams of S 2 0 7 in 
1 litre, the liquid consisting in addition of 375 grams of sulphuric 
acid and 850 grams of water. The method of operating was to pass 
the current from 9 Bunsen cells, connected to form 3 elements, 
through dilute sulphuric acid. The platinum electrodes were sepa- 
rated by a porous partition, and measures were adopted to prevent the 
temperature from rising. At a certain stage of concentration the 
character of the reaction is modified, and instead of pure persulphuric 
acid a combination of that substance with hydrogen peroxide is formed, 
tending to the definite composition, Si0 7 .2H 2 0 2 . This compound, 
the author considers, is analogous to the combination of barium and 
hydrogen peroxides, Ba0 2 .H 2 0 2 , discovered by Schone. S 2 0 7 .2H20 2 
is almost entirely changed into persulphuric acid when it is mixed 
with an excess of monohydrated sulphuric acid. Persulphuric acid in 
solution slowly decomposes ; the excess of oxygen is gradually 
liberated, but a certain quantity of hydrogen peroxide is at the same 
time produced. The stability of the acid is increased by dilution. 

In the second paper, the author gives the details of various thermic 
determinations relating to the heat of formation of persulphuric acid 
and other substances. 

From these it appears that the formation of hydrogen peroxide, of 
pei*s ulphuric acid, and of ozone are endothermic, and form a graduated 
series : — 

Ozone, 0 2 + O = (Oz.) gives —29*6 calories. 

Persulphuric acid, S 2 0 6 + 0 = (S 2 0 7 ) absorbs 27*6 calories. 

Oxygenated water, H 2 0 + O = (HaO a ) absorbs 21'6 calories. 

These substances are transformable one into another, and they all 
contain active oxygen, that is to say, oxygen which acts on oxidisable 
bodies more readily than ordinary oxygen. This is explained by the 
excess of energy wliich is stored up in them, as indicated by their 
thermic relations. R, R. 

Constitution of Selenious Acid. By A Michaelis and B. Land- 
mark (JBer., 13, 656 — 657). — The fact that iodides of the alcohol 
radicles act on sulphites with formation of sulphonic acids shows 
that sulphurous acid may be considered as hydrogen sulphonic acid, 
H.S0 2 0H. The following experiments have been made with the 
object of determining whether selenious acid has a similar constitution. 
Ethyl iodide acts on potassium selenite only at high temperatures, 
forming free selenium, potassium iodide, aud alcohol ; in a similar 
manner by the use of benzyl chloride we obtain free selenium, potas- 
sium chloride, benzaldehyde, and a little benzoic acid. Under these 
circumstances, therefore, selenious acid acts as an oxidising agent. 
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Sodium ethylate and sulphurous chloride give SO(OEt) 2 , whilst ethyl 
iodide and silver sulphite give Et.S0 2 -0Et ; the corresponding com- 
pounds of selenium, on the contrary, give the same product in both 
cases, viz., SeO(OEt) 2 , which is decomposed by water, forming sclenions 
acid. The above reactions show that selenious acid has a different 
constitution to sulphurous acid, being in fact a true dihydroxyl acid, 
SeO(OH)*. 

The ethoxyhhloride , SeOlCl(OEt), is easily obtained by tho action 
of alcohol on selenious chloride. T. 0. 

Silicon Ethyl Series. By C. Friedel and A. Laderburo (Ann. 
Chim . Phys. [5], 19 , 390 — 406). — The authors refer to former papers 
on the organo-silicon compounds (Ann. Ohim. Phys . [4], 9 , 5 ; 19 , 
334; 23,430; 27, 416-428). 

In the present paper they give the results of attempts to prepare 
compounds containing as a nucleus 2 atoms of silicon EESi — SiEE, and 
therefore analogous to ethane and its derivatives. The starting point 
for the preparation of these compounds is silicon hexiodtde , which the 
authors have succeeded in preparing by heating silicon tetriodide with 
finely divided silver (reduced by zinc from moist silver chloride), in 
sealed tubes at 290 — 300° for several hours. The contents of the 
tube are freed from unaltered tetriodide by repeated washing with 
small portions of dry carbon bisulphide; a larger quantity of hot 
carbon bisulphide is then added, and the mixture filtered as rapidly as 
possible out of contact with the moisture of the air. On cooling, the 
solution deposits small colourless hexagonal prisms of Si^Ia, which 
fume in moist air, and dissolve in potash with evolution of hydrogen. 
Silicon hexiodide may be fused in a vacuum, but partially decomposes 
at 250°. It cannot be distilled at atmospheric pressure or in a vacuum, 
but on heating a portion sublimes, and ths remainder decomposes into 
the tetriodide and an orange substance which appears to be Sil s . 

Silicon liexahromide , Si 2 Br 6 , is obtained by adding an equivalent of 
bromine to a solution of the hexiodide in carbon bisulphide. It crys- 
tallises in rhombic plates, presenting tho optical phenomena of biaxial 
crystals, and is therefore not isomorphous with the corresponding 
iodide. 

Silicon hexachloride , Si 8 Cl 6 i is obtained by gently heating a mixture 
of silicon hexiodide and mercuric chloride. The product is distilled 
off, rectified over mercuric chloride, and purified by fractional distilla- 
tion. It is a colourless liquid, distilling between 144° and 148°, aud 
crystallising about — 1° ; it fumes in the air, and is decomposed by 
water, with formation of a product which in great part dissolves in the 
acid liquid. All attempts of the authors to prepare this substance in 
the dry way by the action of silicon, silver, zinc, sodium, and hydro- 
gen on silicon tetrachloride at a high temperature, were unsuccess- 
ful. MM. Troost and Hautefeuille, however, have recently prepared 
SiaCl* by the action of silicon tetrachloride on fused silicon, at a tem- 
perature at which porcelain begins to soften. 

Bilico-ozalic hydrate, HaS^O*. — When crystals of silicon hexabromide 
are introduced into ice water, hydrogen is evolved, and a white sub- 
stance deposited which, after drying in a vacuum and then at 100°, 
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has a composition expressed by the formula H 2 Si*0 4 . Treated with 
potash, it gives off hydrogen in theoretical proportion, and when burnt 
with oxygen and heated in the air it decomposes with incandescence, 
leaving a residue of silica in the proportion required by the equation : 
HaSiaO* + 0 = H 2 0 4- 2Si0 2 . The air-dried substance contains 10*4 
per cent, water, the formula H 3 Si 2 0 4 + 2H s O requiring 12*8 per cent. 
The authors explain the formation of silico-oxalic hydrate by suppos- 
ing Si a (HO) 6 to be first produced, and to become Si 2 C> 2 (HO) a by the 
loss of 2H a O. Although this substance is the chemical analogue of 
oxalic acid, it has no acid functions; bases, even the most dilute, 
decompose it with evolution of hydrogen, just as oxalic acid under 
certain conditions is decomposed by potash. 

Silico-oxalic hydrate may also be prepared by the action of silicon 
hexiodide on absolute alcohol, the ethyl iodide, which is formed at the 
same time, being removed by distillation. 

Silicon hexethide , Si 3 (CaH 5 )e. — Silicon hexiodide is added in small 
quantities to zinc ethyl in the proportion of Siale to 3ZnEt 3 . A brisk 
reaction ensues, and a white substance is deposited. The product is 
distilled, the distillate washed with water to remove zinc ethide, 
agitated with concentrated sulphuric acid (to remove a substance 
which appears to be oxide of silicon-triethyl), again washed with 
water, dried, and submitted to fractional distillation. The distillate 
boiling at 150 — 154 u is silicon tetrethide, that coming over between 
250° and 253° is silicon hexethide, Si 2 (CaH 5 »V Silicon hexethide is a 
limpid, slightly oily liquid, with a faint odour resembling that of 
silicon tetrethide. It burns with a bright flame, producing clouds of 
silica. Two vapour-density determinations, made at about 300°, gave 
the numbers 8*53 and 8*63, theory requiring 7*96. The excess was 
probably due to the presence of the above-mentioned oxide of silicon- 
triethyl. The density of the liquid silicon hexethide is 0*8510 at 0°, 
0*8403 at 20°, compared with water at 0° and 20° respectively. This 
compound may be regarded as a derivative of silico-ethane, Si 3 H 6 , just 
as tetraphenyletbane, 0aHa(0eH 5 )i, is a derivative of ethane. 

J. M. H. M. 

Action of Certain Metals and Non-metals on Phosphorus 
Oxychloride, The Existence of Leverrier’s Phosphorus Sub- 
oxide. By B. Riinitzbk and H. Goldschmidt (Per., 13, 845—851). 
— When molecular silver is heated with phosphorus oxychloride in 
sealed tubes at 250°, the following bodies are formed : phosphorus tri- 
chloride and pentoxide, pyrophosphoryl ohloride (P^OjGh), silver 
chloride, and silver ortho- and pyro-phosphates. 

With metallic copper, phosphorus oxychloride yields cuprous chlo- 
ride and phosphide, also phosphoric anhydride and pyrophosphoryl 
chloride. XJnder similar conditions, metallic mercury produces mer- 
curic chloride, phosphide and phosphate, mercurous and phosphorous 
chlorides, pyrophosphoryl chloride, and a small qnantity of phosphoric 
anhydride. 

Sulphur and lead do not act on phosphorus oxychloride, and tin has 
no action on it at 100°. In addition to phosphorus trichloride, zinc 
metaphosphate and chloride, and small quantities of phosphoric anhy- 
dride and pyrophosphoryl ohloride, metallic zinc forms phosphorus 
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suboxide, PA described by Leverrier (Arm., 27, 167). This oxide, 
the exi s tence of which was denied by Schro+ter, is an orange-red 
powder, which reduces solutions containing silver, mercury, or gold, 
and when boiled with potash blackens and evolves phosphoietted 
hydrogen. 

Magnesium and aluminium yield similar products to those obtained 
in the case of zinc. By the action of iron on the oxychloride, ferrous 
chloride and phosphate, and phosphorus trichloride and pentoxide are 
produced. 

A modication of phosphorus suboxide, P 4 0, appears to be formed 
by heating at 250° a mixture of phosphorus and the oxychloride, 
p 4 -|- P0C1 8 = P4O -I- PCI*. It is a red substance, and differs 
from the ordinary modification inasmuch as it is not attacked by 
alkalis or by water, and does not reduce solutions of silver or gold. 

With arsenic, phosphoms oxychloride yields the trichlorides of 
arsenic and phosphorus, also phosphoric anhydride and pyrophosphoryl 


chloride. 

The anthors consider that the results of these experiments are 
evidence in favour of the pentavalence of phosphorus, since isomeric 
oxychlorides of phosphorus were not produced in any instance. 

w. c. w. 


Composition of Hydrated Barium Dioxide. By E. Schonb 
(Ber., 13,803 — 807). — Only one hydrate of barium dioxide, Ba0 a .8H 2 0 2 
can be obtained between 5° and 20°, either by spontaneous decomposi- 
tion of the compound Ba0 2 .H 2 O a under water, or by addition of a 
dilute solution of hydrogen peroxide to excess of barium hydrate. 

G. T. A. 


Dissociation of Barium Dioxide. By BoussingauiiT (Am. GMm . 
JPJiys. [5], 19, 464 — 472). — In this paper Boussingault narrates the 
senes of attempts which he has made to devise a method of separating 
the oxygen of the atmosphere economically on an industrial scale. 
The method employed by him was the alternate peroxidation and 
reduction of baryta at a dull red and a bright red heat respectively. 
After a few heatings, it was found that the baryta almost loses its 
power of absorbing oxygen. The author demonstrated that this loss of 
activity is due to a change in the molecular state of the baryta indneod 
by the high temperature required for the decomposition of barium 
dioxide under ordinary conditions. In fact, baryta obtained by very 
strongly heating the nitrate will scarcely take up oxygen, and even 
combines with water with extreme slowness. The experiments of Gay- 
Lussac on the decomposition of calcium carbonate by heat, and the 
snbsequenfc researches of St. Claire Deville and Dobray on dissociation, 
suggested to the author that in a vacuum the decomposition of barium 
dioxide might take place at a temperature low enough to have no 
injurious influence on the power of baryta to absorb oxygen. This 
was found to be the fact, barium dioxide dissociating at a low red heat 
in a vacuum, whereas it requires a bright red or orange heat under 
. atmospheric pressure. The decomposition in a vacuum takes place at 
about tiie same temperature (the melting point of zinc, 45(r C.) as 
the absorption of oxygen by baryta under atmospheric pressure. At 
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a low red heat the power of baryta to absorb oxygen is not at all 
injured, and the alternate peroxidation and rednotion may take place 
an indefinite number of times. " J. M. H. M. 


Crystalline Form of Magnesium. By Des Cuoizeaux (Compt. 
rend-, 90, 1101 — 1102). — The crystals obtained by Dumas by subli- 
mation have the colour and lustre of silver, are malleable and sectile, 
but have no cleavage. The faces are often curved and the edges 
rounded. The usual form is a regular hexagonal prism, the basal 
planes of which are less brilliant than the lateral faces. The prin- 
cipal angle of the corresponding rhombohedron is 80° 8' 30" and i& 
therefore intermediate between that of zinc, the most acute of the 
rhombohedral metals, and arsenic. C. H. B, 

The New Metals of Gadolinite and of Samarskite. By M. 
DutiAFONrAiKE ( Corrupt . rend . 90, 221 — 223). — Discoveries of ten rare 
earths have been announced by various chemists since the publication 
in 1878 of papers on terbine by Marignac and by the author. The 
latter believes that these alleged discoveries have really and definitely 
added to the list of elements only three new ones, viz., ytterbium, 
decipium , and phiUppium. Samarium is probably another real dis- 
covery, but further proofs are needed. Mosorndrum, hol/mmm , thulium, 
and the rest must be rejected, except possibly scandium, with which 
the author disclaims any acquaintance. Holmium is, according to the 
author, identical with philippium. B. B. 

Vesbium and Norwegium. By 0. Bamjjelsberg (Ber., 13, 250 
— 251). — Scacchi (this vol., 445) has examined the green and yellow 
incrustations found in the clefts of Yesuvian lavas, and has obtained 
from them a red metallic acid, containing a new metal, vesbium. Its 
reactions closely resemble those of molybdenum. 

Dahll (Zeit. d. Qeol . Qeselhchaft , 31, 480) claims to have dis- 
covered a new metal (norwegium) in the red nickel-pyrites of Kragerd 
(this Journal, 36. 890). The metal is white and not very malleable; 
sp. gr., 9*44. It dissolves in nitric acid with blue colour, which be- 
comes green on dilution. Its salts give a green precipitate with 
alkalis, soluble in excess. Before the blowpipe it gives a yellow glass, 
becoming blue on cooling ; with soda on charcoal, it gives a yellowish- 
green incrustation. Oh. B. 


Composition of Weldon-mud. By J. Post and Gt. Lunge 
(Dmgl. poVyt . J*., 236, 225 — 237). — In a paper recently published 
(ibid., 236, 300) Lunge criticises Post’s investigations as to the com- 
position of Weldon-mud. In reply, Post gives a detailed account of 
his investigations which led him to affirm that it is erroneous to 
assume Weldon-mud to consist chiefly of a so-called calcium m&n- 
ganite (MnO 2 ) a 0aO, since Weldon-mud itself, or when mixed even 
with an -unusually large percentage of “ base,” contains but little lime 
(CaO). It is further shown that at the present time in the Weldon 
process mud containing less than 0*5 of “ base ” to 1*0 of MnO* is found. 
Lunge, in contradicting these statements, mentions that Post arrived 
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at his conclusions by analysing three or four samples of but “ slightly 
washed,” or “ unwashed” mud ; whereas the analyses of “ well washed ” 
mud and the conclusions drawn from the results seem to have been 
entirely ignored by Post. These contradictory statements have given 
rise to a laTge amount of correspondence between Lunge and Post, 
and the present paper gives a full account of the same. D. B. 

Borotimgstates. By D. KIlein (Bull. Boo. Ghim . f2], 33, 466— 
469). — Fotassium boroduodpoitimgstate, 2K 2 0. 1 2 W 0^.B 2 0 1 5HoO, is 
obtained in radiating masses, formed of acicular crystals, by boiling 
together for 12 hours equal weights of tungstic hydrate and potassium 
pentametaborate, K.fL.B 5 Oio.2H 3 0. It is slightly soluble in cold, very 
soluble in hot water. At 175°, it loses all water of crystallisation, and 
if heated more strongly, a small quantity of boric acid is volatilised. In 
external appearance it resembles the metatungstate, K2O.4WO3.5H2O, 
but is much less soluble in water. 

Barium borodeextunq state, 2BaO.lOWO3.B3O3 20H>O, is obtained by 
adding a solution of 12 grams of barium chloride to a strong solution 
of $5 grams of the preceding compound. It forms large brilliant 
octohedrons, identical in appearance and crystalline form with those 
of the metatungstate, but more stable. At 175° they lose all water of 
crystallisation. The same compound is in all probability formed when 
barium chloride is added to the acidulated mother-liquors from the 
treatment of sodium tungstate, with an excess of boric acid. From 
this salt an acid was obtained, which, on concentration, crystallised in 
quadratic octohedrons, the angles of which were truncated by the 
faces of the primitive prism. C. H. B. 

Red Antimony. By H. Tbcltt (Dingl polyt. J., 236, 336—340). 
— As the opinions concerning the composition of rod antimony still 
differ in spite of the manifold investigations recently made, and 
several new text-books class it among the oxysulphides, and others 
among the trisulpbides of antimony, the author thought it dcsirablo 
to undertake a series of careful analyses of this compound, ro as to 
enable him to decide this point, and also to determine whether the 
product prepared according to Wagner’s method from tartar emetic 
differs in composition from that obtained from chloride of antimony. 
It was found that red antimony in both cases consists merely of anti- 
mony and sulphur, its composition being Sb 2 S* Its formation by 
both methods may be illustrated by the following equations : — 

(1.) 20 4 H4KSh0 7 4- 3S a 02^ + H 2 0 = SbA + 3S0 4 !Na 4 + 

2C 4 H 6 KO fl . 

(2.) 2SbCla +■ SSaOJtfaa 4* H2O = SbjSg 4- 3S0 4 Nai 4“ 0HC1. 

The formation of sulphurous acid, which is invariably observed 
during the preparation of tliis compound, and the presence of free 
sulphur in the product after extraction with carbon bisulphide, point 
to the simultaneous result of a secondary process, which consists in 
the decomposition of sodium thiosulphate by means of tartaric or 
hydrochloric acid. ^ ^ 
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Action of Antimony Pentachloride on Phosphorus Tri. 
chloride. By H. Kohler ( Bei\ , 13, 875 — 877). — Whon antimony 
pentachloride is slowly added to phosphorus trichloride, diluted with 
five times its balk of chloroform, Weber’s phosphorus antimony 
decaohloride (Pogg, Ann 125, 78) is deposited as a whito crystalline 
powder, which fumes in the air and rapidly deliquesces. 

POls + 2SbCl 5 = SbClfi.POh + SbOl* 

w. o. w: 


Miner alogical Chemistry. 


Crystal-tectonic of Silver. By A. Sadereck (Jahrb. f. Min,, 
1879, 85 — 86). — Notwithstanding the limited number of known forms, 
silver exhibits great variety in its crystalline structure. There are 
three crystal types, viz , the octohedral, the cubical, and a subtype, 
the middle crystal. Twins according to the usual law of the regular 
system. The author observed in regard to the tectonic properties, a 
characteristic M shell-like structure/’ which is brought about by the 
union of subindividuals in the octohedral and cubical faces. Silver 
occurs also, like other precious metals, iu “ regular growths” ( regel - 
vn&ssigen Verwaclisungen ), which are dependent on the arrangement of 
the crystals in certain directions, these directions being called by the 
author the tectonic axes. The tectonic axes are all the four kinds of crys- 
tallographical axes, viz., the fundamental axes, the prismatic axes, the 
diagonals of the octohedral faces and the rhombohedral axes. As a 
result of crystalline arrangement parallel to these directions, the 
various serrated, rod-like and wire-like forms may be cited. If the 
crystalline arrangement takes place parallel to various tectonic axes 
lying in one plane, this plane becomes the tectonic piano and plate- 
like formations are the final result. 

In the case of native silver, cubical and octohedral faces appear as 
tectonic planes. The tectonic axes are not nocessarily formed of 
similar axes, but can also bo formed out of dissimilar axes. The 
primary and the prismatic axes appear as the tectonic axes in the 
cubical planes ; in the octohedral planes the tectonic axos are the pris- 
matic axes and the diagonals. Finally, the formation can take place 
parallel to various directions, resulting in skeleton growths. All the 
specimens of silver examined were embedded iu calcito and accom- 
panied by fluorspar and barytes : hence the author concludes that they 
were formed simultaneously in the wet way, more especially as the 
reticulated growth of the silver of Witfcichen is intimately connected 
with the presence of barytes. 0. A. B. 

Artificial Production of Scorodite. By Verheutl and Bour- 
geois (Compt. rend., 90, 223 — 225). — To obtain scorodite, which is 
regarded as a hydrated ferric arsenate having the formula — 

F ASiOs, 4HsO, 

2 x 
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the authors heated iron "wire in a sealed tube with a concentrated 
solution of arsenic acid at 150° for several days. At the end of the 
experiment the wire was found covered with fine crystals of scorodite 
of a bluish-green colour, and identical in form with those of native 
scorodite. R. R. 

Felspar in the Basalt from the Hohen Hagen near Gottingen, 
and its Relation to the Felspar of Monte Gibele in the Island 
of Pantellaria. By 0. Klein ( Jahrb.f Min., 1879, 86—87). — Haus- 
mann first described the felspar from Hohen Hagen in 1849, but Klein 
proved that the crystals were asymmetrical and not monosymmetrical. 
A careful optical examination showed the felspar to be oligoclase, and 
an analysis gave a further proof of the correctness of this conclusion, 
the result being as follows, viz. : — 

Si0 2 . ALjOs. Fe 2 0 3 . CaO. MgO. K a O. Na a O. 

64*38 21-97 0*45 2*07 0*13 4*95 6-99 = 100*89 

An optical examination of the Monte Gibele felspar proved it to he 
identical with that from Hohen Hagen. C. A. B. 

The Mioa Group. By C. Rammelsberg (Ann. Phys. Chem. [2], 
9, 302 — 329). — This paper forms the second portion of the authors 
monograph on the chemical constitution of the micas (this vol., 224). 
The discussion of micas containing iron and magnesia is continued 
under several sections. 

Micas corresponding with the general formula — 

M 4 Si0,.3R / ' 2 Si0 4 .R vl Si30 12 , or M^R^SifC)*. 

The specimens examined under this head are from Miask, Ilmen go- 
birge; Filipstad, Sweden; New York; Greenland; Sterzing, Tyrol; 
Servance, the Vosges ; Persberg, Sweden ; and Brevig, Norway. 

Another section comprising micas of the gonoral formula — 
M4Si0 4 .2R / ' a Si04.B vl 2Si J 0i2, or M 2 R" 3 R vl Si30i2, includes specimens 
from Renchthal in the Black Forest ; Lierwiese ; Hittoro ; Portland, 
Connecticut; and Radauthal; together with three varieties from 
Freiberg. 

To certain specimens from Brevig in Norway, and from Wiborg, in 
Sweden, the general formula MiSiOi.SR'^SiOi.SR^aSiaOia, or 
MaR'^SisOao, is assigned. 

The formula 3M 4 Si0 4 .3R" 2 Si04.4R vl 38i30i2, or M 8 R" 3 R VI 4 Sio03o, re- 
presents specimens from St. Dennis, in Cornwall, and from Persberg, 
in Sweden. 

Micas of varions composition, lithia-micas and baryta - micas, 
from specified sources, are then discussed under those respective 
heads. R. R. 

Crystallisation of Cyanite. By M. Bauer (Jahrb.f. Min., 1879, 
84 — 8b).— The results of Bauer’s researches are briefly as follows, 
Ylz y — (1*) Cyanite seldom exhibits an inclined lamiuated fracture 
(blatterbruoh). (2.) From the angles observed between those in- 
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dined fracture-laminae and certain faces (in conjunction with. other 
angles), the axial relations were ascertained, viz., brachjaxis, macro- 
axis, vertical axis = 0*89912 : 1 : 0*69677. (3.) The twins parallel 

to M are recognisod by the re-entering angles observed on T, and the 
differing position of the plane angle on M. (4.) The twins on which 
T exhibits re-entering angles and not P are formed occasionally by a 
revolution about the normal (in M) to the edge M : T, and not by a 
revolution about the edge M : P. (5.) Many twins occur according 
to the law, “ the twin-axis the normal to M.” (6.) Beer and 

Plucker first made it possible to distinguish the above-mentioned 
twins by means of their optical properties. (7.) The plane of the 
optical axes passes through the acute plane angles on M of 89° 45'. 
(8.) The twin-plane of the penetration-twins has the symbol — a: 

c ‘ (9.J There are twins whose twin-plane is a face of P, and 

the twin-axis the normal to P. (10.) The last-mentioned twins are 
composite ones, parallel to M according to the second law given above, 
so that a further twin-law may be stated, viz., twin- piano a face of P, 
twin-axis a normal in P to the edge P : M. There were therefore six 
different penetration-twins observed. (11.) For each of the three 
twin-laws (having M as the twin-plane) there is a corresponding one 
where the individuals are twinned parallel to a face of P. One law is 
identical for P and M as twin-faces, and the number of twins parallel 
to P and M is therefore five in all. (12 ) The twins parallel to P aro 
not the original twins, but were brought about by the action of pres- 
sure, just as the twins of calcite according to the “ first obtuser 
rhombohedron. ,r 0. A. B. 

Caucasian Minerals. By A. Frenzel ( Jalirb.f, . Min 1878, 87— 
91). — Rock-crystal from Kasbelc. Crystals mostly colourless and well 
developed, the combinations observed being — 

co E , — Ri .R j co E , E ♦ — E . 2P2 ; oo E . E . — E . 2P2 . 6P{J j 
oo R . R . — R . 4R . 2P2 . 6PJ ; 

dextrorotatory and lsevorotatory. The crystals oxhibii sometimes a 
rhombic or monosymmetrical appearance, and are occasionally covered 
with a soft black manganese ore or sometimes enclose chlorite. 

Heliotrope is found as “ pebble ” in the valley of the Arpatschai, 
north of Alexandropol in Armenia ; it has a fine dark leek-green colour, 
is free from the red iron oxide spots, has a sp* gr* of 2*12 to 2*27, 
and the following chemical composition, viz. : — 

SiO s . A1 2 0* FeO. CaO. MgO. K^O. Na*(X H 2 0. 

88*90 0*71 4*15 0*45 0*59 0 95 0*48 4*10 = 100 33 

The basalts of Azkhur on the Upper Kur, between Borshom and 
Ach&lzich, contain fibrous na&roUte , transparent and opaque crystals 
of cmadcime (202), transparent crystals of apophyllite (P . ooPoo), also 
the variety of the same mineral called ichthyop hthalm, in large foliated 
masses of a flesh-red colour. 

Magnetic-iron sand.— This is found in very large quantity on the 
shores of the Caspian Sea, at various places near the Persian frontier, 

2 * 2 
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more especially at Lenkoran. On Tscheleken, at various places, 
deposits of iron salts are found, which oxhibit the following character- 
istics, viz. : — 

1. A dirty ochre-yellow earthy mass constituting a series of mounds 
6 meters high at Sarakaja, about 1£ kilometer from the west coast. 
The salt crops up to the surface, its colour increasing in intensity 
with the depth. The Turcomans call the salt “ Karabuja,” and use it 
for dyeing carpets. It is amorphous, and has the following composi- 
tion : — 

SO s . Fe 2 0 3 . OaO. MgO. K s O. H 2 0. Residue (insoL). 

30*80 19*00 18*60 0*20 0*35 2*29 12*86 16*50 = 100*00 

The insoluble residue was a calcareous marl. 

2. Five kilometers north-east of Sarakaja, there is another iron salt 
deposit, the uppermost layer being ferrous sulphate about one foot in 
thickness, whilst underneath this layer there is a large one of a beau- 
tiful lemon to orange-yellow colour. " The salt of the first layer has a 
fine green colour and often encloses wedge-shaped masses of iron 
pyrites. The composition of the green salt was 

S0 3 . FeO. Mg O. HaO. 

29*10 2*5*75 0*80 44*85 = 100*00 

8. Urusite is the name which Frenzel assigns to the yellow salt 
above mentioned. Streak ochre-yellow. Sp. gr. 2*22. Hardness could 
not he determined. Occurs in nodules, earthy or pulverulent. On 
crushing a nodule very minute crystals are observed, which are rhom- 
bic, the forms being coPco . ■coPco . coP . Poo . P . OP, but all the crystals 
do not exhibit these forms in combination, OP being occasionally 
absent, or sometimes it predominates at one end of the crystal and is 
extremely secondary at the other, thus giving a hemimorphons habit 
to the crystals. After deducting 8 per cent, of insoluble residue, 
urusite was found to have the following composition, viz. : — 

SO 3 . Fe 2 0 8 . KiijO. H 2 0. 

42*08 21*28 16*50 19*80 = 99*66 

the formula deduced from this analysis being Fo i 0 3 2N*a i 04SO A + 8H/). 

4. North of Urus a salt occurs which resembles closely salt No. 1. 
The pulverulent masses enclose nodules of the salt, pieces of clay and 
fragments of gypsum. Sp. gr. 2*72. Chemical composition : — 

S0 3 . Fe s Ov CaO. MgO. KgO. Ha 2 0 . H> 0 . Robidue (insol.). 

29*62 39*70 4*70 0*20 0*74 3*28 10*96 10*80 = 100*00 

C. A. B. 

New Minerals from the Andesite of Mount Arany. By A. 
Kooh (Jahrb. f. Min., 1879, 83 — 84). — The author has already de- 
scribed the minerals (pseudo-brookite and szaboite) found in the abovo 
locality ( Jaihrb . /. Min., 1878, 652), but he did not give an exact 
description of the rock in which they were found. He now states that 
the rock is an augite-andesite identical in character with the augite- 
andesite of Pachuca, in which G. v. Bath originally discovered tndy- 
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mite. Tridymite is present also in the augite-andesite of Mount Arany. 
Koch arrives at the following conclusion from his examination of the 
rock, viz., owing to the metamorphism exhibited, and the common 
occurrence of tridymite, it is highly probable that the original rock, 
after its solidification, was exposed to the action of fumaroles, result- 
ing in the separation of silica and in making the molecules of the 
“ ground-mass 99 more mobile, thus causing more completo crystallisa- 
tion and a new formation of minerals. C. A. B. 

Ferruginous and Nitrated Mineral Waters. By E. Willm 
(Bull, Boo, Oliim, [2], 33, 460 — 452). — These springs are situated in 
a valley of the Vosges between Saverne and Niederbronn, at Beiperts- 
willer or Bipperville. 


Carbonic anhydride (bioar- 
bonates) 

Source 

Spach. 

0*1562 

Source 

Caesar. 

Source 

Madeleine. 

Source 

Arthur. 

Carbonic anhydride (free) 

0-1401 

— 

— 

— 

Ferrous carbonate 

or 70-9 c.c. 
0-0968 

0-0015 

0-0009 

0-0035 

Manganous „ 

0-0320 

0-0006 

— 

— 

Calcium , T 

0-0550 

0-0592 

0-0126 

0-0159 

Magnesium „ 

0-0042 

0-0107 

0-0037 

0-0039 

Ferric phosphate 

0-0096 

— 

— 

— 

Potassium silicate 

0-0113 

traces 

0-00351 

J3 s 

Silica 

0 0087 

0-0140 

0-007G 

^ a 

Potassium nitrate 

0-0130 

0-1297 

0-0051 

s 

Calcium sulphate 

0-0044 

0-0228 

0-0119 

I s * 

Magnesium „ 

0-0106 

0-0043 

— 

> 8 J S 

Potassium chloride 

0-0528 

0-0105 

0 0203 

go *m 

Sodium „ 

0-0326 

0-0366 

0-0117 


Magnesium „ 

0-0048 

0-0228 

0-0052 

a i| 

Organic matter 

0-0155 

0-0145 

0-0081,; 


Solid matter found 

0-3513 

0-3088 

"0-3572" 

0-3568 

0-0906 

0-0901 

0-1070 


Potassium is present in much greater quantity than sodium ; in the 
u source Caesar ” potassium nitrate constitutes one-third of the total 
solid residue. The deposit left by the “ souroe Spaoh,” dried at 120°, 
had the composition SiO s , 24' 75; Fe* 0 8> o6’(>2 ; FePOji, 8*99 ; 
CaCOa, 0*55; MgCOs, OTOj H^O, 9*09. No manganese, arsenic, or 
organic matter was present. C. H. B. 
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Organic Chemistry. 


Vapour-tension of the Halogen Derivatives of Ethane. By 
W. Staedal (Ber., 13, 839—841). — The determination of the boiling 
points of the chlorine substitution-products of ethane, at pressures 
varying from 400 to 1060 mm., yields results which show that the 
increase of tension with the temperature depends not only on the 
molecular weight, but also on the constitution of the compounds. 
More heat is required to produce a given increase of tension in the 
symmetrical than in the unsymmetrical derivatives. A comparison ot* 
the bromine and chlorine substitution products shows that a bromine 
derivative has the same increase of tension for 1°, which is possessed 
by a compound containing, instead of 1 atom of bromine, 2 chlorine 
atoms attached to the same carbon atom, e.g., ethyl bromide and 
ebhylidene chloride, ethvlidene chlorobromide and trichlorothane. 

w. c. w. 

Preparation of Acetonitril. By E. Dewae^ay (Bull. Soc. Ohim, 
[2], 33, 456 — 457). — When acetamide is distilled in a flask fitted with 
a Le Bel-Henninger tube the distillate consists at first of acetonitril, 
water, and ammonia, afterwards of acetonitril, water, and a small 
quantity of acetic acid. Apparently the acetamide, when heated a few 
degrees above its boiling point, splits up into acetonitril and water, 
and the latter decomposes a small quantity of acetamide, giving am- 
monia, which escapes, and acetic acid. When the quantity of acid in 
the liquid reaches a certain amount this secondary roaction ceases. 
This decomposition may bo utilised for the preparation of acetonitril : 
acetamide, is mixed with a small quantity of glacial acetic acid, and 
boiled vigorously in a flask fitted with a Le Bel-Honningor tube having 
four or five bulbs. The distillate is dried over potassium carbonate. 
It is necessary to continne the boiling day and night for about a week, 
in order co decompose four or five hundred grams of acetamide, but 
the theoretical yield of the pure product is obtained. 0. IL B, 

Pure Methyl Cyanide. By A. Gauteer (Bull Soc . Ohim. [2], 
33, .515). — The author shows that the physical constants of methyl 
cyanide from the light hydrocarbons of coal, as given by Vincent and 
Delachanal (ibid, [2], 33, 407, this vol., 524) are almost identi- 
cal with those he gave for acetonitril twelve years ago (Ana. Chim, 
Phys. [4], 17, 103), when he showed the identity of Polouze’s methyl 
cyanide and acetonitril. J, T. 

Note on Platinum Thiocyanate. By G. Wyroubow (Bull Soc, 
Ohim, [2], 33, 402 — 403). — The compound which Marcano described 
as .a new platinum thiocyanate (ibid., 33, 250), and to which he 
assigned the formula Pt(0JSrS) 8 , is really potassium thiooyanoplabiuate, 
K 1 Pt(0NS)e, analysed some time ago by Buckton. The formula of 
the crystal is K a Pt(CNS) 6 + 2H*0. Marcano’s mistake arisos from 
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relying on the estimation of water and metallic platinum. The sup- 
posed instance of octoatomic platinum therefore disappears. 

J. M. H. M. 

Ethylene Iodopicrate. By L. W. Andrews (Bar., 13, 244—245). 
— Ethylene iodide dissolved in chloroform acts at ordinary tempera- 
tures on finely powdered silver picraie. At 70 — 80° the action is rapid. 
The chloroform solution, freed from iodine by soda and dried, loaves 
on spontaneous evaporation ethylene iodopicrate, CsHa^OaJaO.CaHil, 

By crystallisation from alcohol, it is obtained in colourless needles 
(m. p. 69*5°), which become deep orange on exposure to light. It is 
insoluble in water, sparingly soluble in alcohol or ether, soluble in 
chloroform. Potassium cyanide gives with it a colouring-matter like 
picrocyanine, and alcoholic ammonia converts it into a sandy yellow 
crystalline substance, not yet examined. 

Silver picrate (2 mols.), when heated with ethylene iodide (1 mol.) 
and chloroform at 100° for six hours, gave the above iodopicrate, 
resinous matter, and a substance (m. p. 78 J ) easily soluble in alcohol. 
The latter is probably ethylene picrate, but has not yot been analysed. 

Ch. B. 

Carbohydrates from the Tubers of the Jerusalem Artichoke. 
By E. Dijbck and B. Tollens ( Annalen , 198, 228 — 255). — The tubers 
examined contained lsevulin and a dextrorotary sugar, but little or no 
inulin. 

The authors find that the body doscribed by Kopp (Aimalen, 156, 
181) as a sugar and named synanthrose, of the assigned formula 
CxiHjsaOn, is really analogous to dextrin, and has the composition 
C 6 HioO,; they propose to name it lcevulin. It is optically inactive, 
resembles the gums and dextrins in its properties, and enters into 
alcoholic fermentation with yeast. Boiled with very dilute hydro- 
chloric acid, it gives a sugar which reduces Fehling’s solution, and 
has a specific rotary power [a]® = —52*7°, Long heating with mode- 
rately dilute sulphuric acid, converts lsevulin into iosvulinic acid. The 
expressed juice of the tubers gives a fair yield of spirit on fermentation, 
the liquid also containing mannitol, glycerol, and, ou one occasion, 
succinic acid, W. R. H. 

Acetylisation of some Carbohydrates by Liebermanu's Pro- 
cess. By A. Herzfeld ( Bar ., 13, 205 — 268). — The acetyl in these 
compounds is best estimated by Schutzonberger’s method. Five grams 
of the body is heated in a Lintner’s pressure flaik at 120 — 140^ with 
20 c.c. of standard sulphuric acid (851 grams sulphuric acid of 1*831 
sp. gr., = 75 por cent. SO> to 10 liters), and the solution titrated with 
potash. No blackening occurs, and the resnlts are accurate. It has 
thus been foand that Liebermann’s process always yields the highest 
acetic derivatives. 

Oi'tacetyl -glucose has been described by Francbimont (Ber., 22, 
1940). The author finds for it the m. p. 134° instead of 100 u . It 
reduces Fehling’s solution. 

Ortacetjfl-luctone , CiaHuOuAce, is almost insoluble iu ether, but crys- 
tallises from a mixture of alcohol and ethyl acetate ; it is soluble in 
benzono and in acetic acid. It reduces Feliling’a solution. 
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Odacetyl-maltose, CnHuOuAog (m. p. 152°), resembles the dextrose 
compound, and crystallises in thin prisms. 

Odacetyl-saccharose (m. p. 78°) was obtained as a yellow resin, 
easily soluble in alcohol and ether. It does not reduce Fehling’s 
solution ; for which reason, amongst others, the author regards it as 
different from Schiitzenberger’s octacetyl-diglucose. 

Acetyt-maUodextrin (composition uncertain, m. p. 98°) is more 
soluble than the maltose compounds, and is precipitated by water 
from its solution in alcohol and ethylic acetate in white flocks. 

Acetylr-erytlirodextrin and acetijl-achroodextrin, , 0 6 H 7 (Ac) 30 fl (m. p. of 
both 180°), require prolonged boiling for their production. They are 
insoluble in water (the sugar derivatives are somewhat soluble in hot 
water), acetic acid, alcohol and ether, but dissolve in a hot mixture of 
alcohol and ethylic acetate. From their solutions they separate as 
white powders ; they do not reduce Fehlings solution. Ck. B. 

Saccharin. By 3SL Peli-got (Oomph rend ., 90, 1141 — 1143). — 
Saccharin (this vol., 282), whether obtained from glucose preparod 
from starch or from lsevulose, is dextrorotatory. Its rotatory power, 
as determined by Laurent’s polarimeter, is 93*5 0 ; that of ordinary 
sugar, under the same conditions, being 67° 18'. It is characterised 
by its relative stability, and may be volatilised almost without decom- 
position, does not ferment, and gives no reaction with Fehling’s solu- 
tion, even after prolonged boiling with dilute sulphuric acid. With 
potassium and calcium hydrates, it forms compounds analogous to the 
saceharates, and is converted by concentrated sulphuric acid into a 
substance analogous to snlphosaccharic acid. When acted on by 
potassium permanganate, it is slowly converted into water and potas- 
sium carbonate, part of the manganese being precipitated as hydrated 
dioxide. One gram of saccharin requires 4*6 grams of crystallised 
permanganate for complete oxidation. Nitric acid is without action 
unless highly concentrated, and it may therefore be purified by treat- 
ment with this acid properly diluted. Saccharin is more readily ob- 
tained from calcium laevulosate than from inverted sugar or starch 
glucose. It will probably be found in many commercial saccharine 
products, and its presence will serve to explain the anomalous results 
sometimes obtained with the saccharimoter. 0. II. B. 

Vapour-density of the Viscous Polymeride of Isobutalde- 
hyde. By F. Ukech (Her,, 13, 590 — 594).— The vapour-density of 
the viscous modification of isobutaldehyde (obtained by the action of 
potassium carbonate on ordinary isobutaldehyde), as determined by 
Naumann’s method (viz., by distillation with aqueous vapour), is 211, 
the calculated for (C 4 H a O) 3 = 216, whilst by HofmanD’s method the 
number 88*88 was obtained, C,H 8 0 = 72. This shows that the mole- 
cule (0,5*0), undergoes dissociation on conversion into the gaseous 
state, eveu under diminished pressure. 1. Q. 

Derivatives of Isobutaldehyde. By A. Lire (Ber., 13, 905— 
908).—' When ammonia gas is passed into an ethereal solution of 
isobutaldehyde, a componnd having the composition CaE^ON, is pro- 
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duced, thus: 7C 4 H 8 0 + 6NH 3 = (C 4 H 8 ) 7 ON 6 H 6 -f 6H a 0. This sub- 
stance, which can also be prepared by pouring the aldehyde into an 
oxcoss of strong ammonia, forms glistening crystals belonging to the 
hexagonal system. It melts at 31° and evolves ammonia at 90°; at 
a higher temperature it yields a colourless liquid, having the com- 
position O b H lfl N. 

By the action of a 30 per cent, solution of hydrocyanic acid on the am- 
monia compound, amidoisovaleronitril and hydroxy iso valeronitril are 
produced : (CiH 8 ) 7 ON 6 H c + 7HCN = 6C 4 H*(NH0.CN + C 4 H 8 (OH).CN. 
Imidoisovaloronitril is formed at the same time by the decomposition 
of the amidonitril. The crude product of the reaction is treated with 
a 5 per cent, solution of hydrochloric acid and extracted with ether, 
which removes the imidovaleronitril and the hydroxy nitril. After 
the addition of ammonia to the residue, the amidoisovaleronitril can he 
extracted with ether. 

The ethereal solution is dried over calcium chloride and saturated with 
dry hydrochloric acid gas, when amidoisovaleronitril hydrochloride is 
deposited. The salt is very soluble in water and in absolute alcohol. 
The free base is a yellow alkaline liquid, which splits up at the ordi- 
nary temperature into ammonia and imidoisovaleronitril. The latter 
compound can be separated from hydroxyisovaleronitril by the inso- 
lubility of its hydrochloride in absolute ether. The hydrochloride is 
decomposed by water. 

By the action of ammonia on this salt, two isomeric imidonitrils 
are formed, viz., a crystalline solid and an oily liquid. 

Hydroxyisovaleronitril can be prepared by the direct union of 
isobutaldehyde with dry hydrocyanic acid. It is a colourless oily 
liquid, soluble in alcohol and ether. It is decomposed by heat into 
hydrocyanic acid and the aldehyde. W*. C. W. 

Glyoxylic Acid. By C. Bottinger (. Annalen , 198, 203). — After 
giving a short historical sketch of tlio work done on the subject by 
Debus, Church, Perkin, Dnppa, and others, the author proceeds to 
describe his own experiments. The glyoxylic acid used was prepared 
by Debus’s method. 

A white pulverulent basic calcium salt was obtained by adding lime 
water to a cold saturated solution of calcium glyoxylate, and this basic 
salt is looked upon as tlio intermediate substance, from which calcium 
glycolate and oxalate are formed on boiling , as observed by Debus. 
The normal calcium salt crystallised from cold dilute solutions was 
found to contain 4H 2 0 ; that crystallised from hot concentrated solu- 
tions, 3H a O. 

On treating syrupy glyoxylic acid with hydrocyanic acid and a 
small quantity of hydrochloric acid, glycollic, formic, and carbonic 
acids were formed, together with ammonium chloride. The formation 
of a double Balt of calcium glycollate and oxalate was observed. Ho 
oxalic acid was produced. 

Sulphuretted hydrogen is readily absorbed by glyoxylic acid. On 
exposure to the air for some days, a readily soluble ciystalline sub- 
stance was formed, to which the author assigns the formula O4H4SO5 
as probable, although the analytical numbers do not agree with it. 
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From the uncrystallisable residue, the calcium salts of two acids con- 
taining sulphur were obtained, one of them being perhaps that of 
thiodiglycollic acid, CJStSO^Cft, the other yielding an nncrystallisable 
calcium salt. By the action of sulphuretted hydrogen in presence of 
silver oxide, there were formed sulphoglycollic acid, sulphodiglycollic 
acid, and a sulphuretted oil of the formula r?(02H^S 3 0). Oxalio acid 
is formed at the same time in relatively large quantity. 

By the action of alcoholic ammonia on an alcoholic solution of 
glyoxylic acid, a white pulverulent precipitate, ammonium amido- 
glyoxylate, was thrown down, the temperature being kept low during 
the reaction. On boiling the aqueous solution, ammonia and carbonic 
anhydride escape, and when the dark-coloured solution is evaporated, 
a syrupy liquid is left, probably a condensation-product containing five 
carbon atoms in the molecule. The residual alcohol solution from the 
ammonium amid oglyoxy late, when left exposed to the air, deposited a 
dark powder, which proved to be a fine red colouring-matter; its 
analysis did not lead to decisive results. 

Aniline acts very energetically on glvoxylic acid, giving a preci- 
pitate at first yellow, afterwards becoming deep yellowish-red.. The 
residue exhausted with ether alcohol is insoluble in water, slightly* 
soluble in alcohol, the solution dyeing silk of a pure yellow colour. It 
is a mixture. By treatment with barium hydrate, a barium salt was 
obtained, aniline being separated. It is in all probability barium 
aniloglyoxylate. By boiling the original crude substance with water, 
a residue was left, consisting of the anhydride of the acid. Boiled 
with barium hydrate, it yielded the impure barium salt. 

The crude substance formed by the action of aniline on glyoxylic 
acid, when distilled from a small retort, gave a crystalline sublimate of 
carbanilide, together with aniline, carbonic oxide, carbonic anhydride, 
water, and coloured vapours. 

The author, in conclusion, sums up his results as follows : — 

(1.) The transformation of glyoxylic acid into glycollic and oxalic 
acids depends on the decomposition of a salt of definite composition. 

(2.) With hydrocyanic acid and sulphuretted hydrogen, it behaves 
similarly to its homologue, pyruvic acid. 

(3.) Ammonia converts glyoxylic acid into amidoglyoxylio acid; 
aniline into aniloglyoxylic acid. 

(4.) Grlyoxylic acid behaves likes an aldehyde. 

(5.) Glyoxylic acid is sharply distinguished from pyruvic acid by 
its slighter tendency to condensation, which is explained by the 
absence of a hydrocarbon radicle (methyl), W. JR, II. 

New Synthesis of Carbon Acids. By A. Graurirm, in conjunc- 
tion with 0. F’eolich and A. Loess (Annalen, 202, 288—831). — 
Berthelot has shown ( Oorwpt . rmd , 41, 955) that formic acid can bo 
synthesised by the action of carbonic oxide on sodium hydrate, 
and later (Ann. CMm. Phys. [3], 61, 463) that propionic acid can be 
obtained, although in very small quantity, by the action of carbonic 
oxide on sodium ethylate in alcoholic solution at temperatures below 
100°, a result confirmed by Hagemann (Ber., 4, 877 ; this Journal* 
1872, 143). The author has reinvestigated the subject, employing 
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dry metallic alcoholates, and higher temperatures. Sodium ethyl- 
ate heated to 190° in a current of carbonic oxide yielded (in 
addition to the formate invariably obtained in all those reactions) 
sodium propionate, and also a considerable quantity of acetate ; the 
latter was probably formed by a secondary reaction, CiHaNaO ■+• 
2NaOH = CaHgOaKa + KaaO + 4H, induced by the high temporature : 
an experiment at 100° confirmed this view, the proportion of acetate 
being much reduced. 

Sodium methylate heated at 100° in carbonic oxide yielded acetate 
in small quantity. Sodium isoamylate heated with carbonic oxide at 
210° gave no caproate, but the salts of formic and isovaleric acids, and 
of a new acid, CioHisO*. Further experiments made to elucidate the 
formation of this acid showed that the necessary conditions were the 
action of carbonic oxide on a mixture of sodium isoamylate and hydrate, 
2C 6 H u O*ra + 2NaOH + CO = G l0 B.uN&O 9 + CHNaO* + ISTaaO + <5H; 
or better still, on a mixture of sodium isoamylate and iso valerate, 
OaHflOaNa + OfiHnONa + CO = C 10 H 17 Na0 3 + HOOJTa + 2H. 

The pure acid, OioH 18 0 2 , is an oil of peculiar odour, of sp. gr. 0*961 at 
12° : it boils at 268 — 270°, and is probably amenylvaleric acid, 
C 4 H a ( C 6 He) . C O O H. There are formed at the same time diamenyl- 
valeric acid, 0 4 H 7 (C 5 H 9 ) 2 .000H (b. p. 300 — 306°) ; a ketone (b. p. 
208 — 209°) of quince-like odour, and sp. gr. 0*845 at 12°, probably 
amylvalerone, CuB^O, and another liquid boiling between 279° and 
285°, possibly butenylbntylvalerone, Oi 7 H Ja O. 

A mixture of sodium ethylate and hydrate heated in carbonic oxide 
at 205° yielded salts of the following acids, normal butyric, diethyl- 
acetic, triethenylbutyric (C 10 H u O 2 = C 3 H4(CiH 3 ) 3 .COOH, distilling 
between 240 — 260°) and mesitylenio, and also the following ketones : 
propyl diethylketone, C 3 H 7 .CO.CHEt2, boiling between 180 — 190°, 
and CxfiH^Oj, boiling between 280° and 300°, probably 

CHEt 2 .C0.03H4(C 3 H 3 )3. 

Sodium methylate and acetate heated in carbonic oxide at 200° 
gave salts of propionio acid, and of an acid which is probably tofcra- 
or penta-methylated propionic acid. Sodium ethylate and iso valerate 
under like conditions gave a salt of methylpropyl propionic acid, 
CPrMeH.CH 2 .COOH (b. p. 220°), differing from Grimshaw’s iso- 
cenanthylic acid (b. p. 210 — 213° Annahn, 166, 168 ; this Journal, 
1873, 314), whilst its formation from an isovalorase precludes the 
possibility of its being normal cenanthylic acid (b. p. 223 — 224°), 
The other acids obtained were othyl-diethenylisovalerio acid, 
C 6 H 7 Et(C 2 H 3 ) 8 02, distilling between 270° and 280°, O l3 H 20 O 2 , probably 
ethyltriethenyhsovalerio acid, distilling between 280° and 300 , and a 
thick oily liquid distilling above 360°, of the formula (?), 

probably ethyloctaethenylisovalorio acid, also a small quantity of a 
solid acid, apparently mesitvlenic. The ketones obtained in this 
reaction were, ethylisobutylke tone, Et.CO,CH*CHMe a (b p. 132 — 134 u ); 
C15H30O, boiling at 163 — 168° ; CUHuO or OJH40O, distilling between 
200° and 210°; O^H^sO or CS7H44O, distilling between 240° and 
260°. 

A mixture of sodium acetate and ethylate heated with zinc-dust to 
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240-^250°, gave the same acids as were obtained on heating acetate 
and ethylate in carbonic oxide. 

Sodium ethylate and hydrate heated at 160° in carbonic oxide gave 
scarcely any ketones, a small quantity of butyrate, and much formate. 
Sodium hydrate heated in carbonic oxide at 160° gave a very largo 
yield of formate,* and a small quantity of the salt of an acid richer in 
carbon ; heated in a mixture of carbonic oxide and ethylene, it gave in 
addition to formate, a small quantity of a salt, whose sodium contents 
was intermediate between that of acetate and propionate. 

Sodium phenylate did not react with carbonic oxide, nor sodium 
iso valerate either with carbonic oxide or zinc- dust. A. J. G. 

Compound of Titanium Tetrachloride with Acetic Chloride. 

By A. Bertrand (Bull. Soo. Ofiim. [2], 33, 403 — 405).-— On mixing 
titanium chloride with acetic chloride a precipitate is formed of 
yellow octohedral crystals, soluble in excess of acetic chloride. The 
crystals are rapidly decomposed by moist air, giving off thick fumes 
of hydrochloric acid; they are permanent in dry air and in dry 
hydrochloric acid gas; they melt at 25 — 30°, and recrystalliso on 
cooling. Distillation at atmospheric pressure resolves them into 
titanium tetrachloride and acetic chloride. Carbon bisulphide dissolves 
them. The results of analysis agree with the formula OjHtOGl.TiOU* 

J. M. H. M. 

New Mode of For m i n g Dimethacrylic Acid. By E. Dcvillibr 
(Ann. Ghim. Phys. [5], 19, 428 — 432).— When ethyl bromisovalorato 
is treated with a solution of sodium ethylate in absolute alcohol, tho 
following reactions occur simultaneously : — 

I. CMe 2 H.CHBr.COEt+EtONa= hTaBr+CMe^H.CHCOEtJ.COOEt. 

Ethylic ethoxy isovalerate. 

II. CMe 2 H.CHBr.CO OEt + EtONa = NaBr + EtOH + 

CMe a : CH.COOEt. 

Ethylic diinotliacryluto. 

After boiling for several hours with inverted condenser, tho alco- 
hol is distilled off, vater added to tho re&iduo, the supernatant 
liquid separated, dried, and distilled. The distillate passing over 
between 155° and 190° is saponified with alcoholic potash ; the alcohol 
removed by distillation ; excess of potash exactly neutralised by sul- 
phuric acid ; the potash salts converted into zinc salts by means of zinc 
sulphate ; and the solution evaporated to dryness on the wator-bath. 
The residue is treated with alcohol ; sulphuric acid added to the alco- 
holic solution to remove the zinc ; the free acids dissolved by shaking 
with ether ; and the ethereal solution evaporated ; — when dimethacrylic 
acid separates in colourless transparent crystals, but slightly soluble in 
water, very soluble in alcohol and ether. This dimethacrylic acid is 
identical with the aoid obtained by Neubauer by oxidising the valeric 
acid from fermentation amyl alcohol ( Amalen , 106, 63), and the aoid 
obtained by Miller by oxidising isobutylformio acid from isobutvl 
cyanide (Ber., 13, 1526, 2216). Its formation by the reaction dc- 

* Comp. Mer* and Tibiri^a (Ber., 13, 28 5 tins Journal, Abstr., 1880, 874). 
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scribod in this paper is analogous to tbe formation of crotonio acid by 
the action of alcoholic potash on ethyl broraobatyrate (Hell and 
Lanbor) . Dimethacrylic acid can now bo prepared by throe com- 
pletely different synthetical methods, including that of Semlintzin and 
Saytzeff (Annalen, 185, 157). J. M. II. M. 

Tetrolic and Oxytetrolic Acids and their Homologues. By 
E. Drmar<jay (Bull. Soc . Ohini. [2], 33, 516 — 525) — Ethylic methyl- 
aceioacotate, when acted on by bromine, gives the following reactions, 
according to the amount of bromine employed : — 

Mo.CO CHMe.COOEt + Br* = HBr + Me CO.OBrMo COOEt 
CH 3 .CO.OHMe.COOEt + 2Br, = 2HBr + OH 2 Br.OO.CBrMo.COOEt. 

If tho crude products are allowed to stand for somo time, the hydro- 
bromic acid present gives rise to the reactions — 

Me 00 CBrMe.COOEt + HBr = Mo.CO.CHBrMo + C0 3 + EtBr 
and CHJBr.CO.CBrMe. COOEt + HBr = CH a Br.CO.CHBrMe + 

C0 2 + EtBr. 

But if the products be fronted at the proper time with alcoholic potash, 
the following reaction takes place : — 

Me.CO.CHBrMe + 0H 3 as C4H4O.2 + HBr + H a . 

Other hydrogenisod products corresponding with tho hydrated com- 
pound, SCAOj + H a 0, are formed simultaneously according to tho 
following reactions : — 

Me.CO.CBrMe.COOEt + H, + OH* =a EtOH 4* HBr + 

Me.OH(OH).CMe(OH).COOH. 

Dunofch>lglyceric acid. 

Me.OO.OBrMe.OOOEt + H 3 = HBr + Me.CO.OHMe.OOOEt. 

But the methylacetoacetic acid thus regenerated is docomposod by 
alcoholic potash, giving rise to known products. From those equa- 
tions it is seen that a third only of the bromiuated othor has to bo 
decomposed by hydrobromic acid. The dibrominatod product under 
the action of alcoholic potash gives analogous reactions — 

CHJBr.CO.OHBrMe + 20H a = CiH 4 0 ? + 2HBr + 211*. 

Other acids are produced, some similar to those formed in tho pre- 
vious reactions, but they have not yet boeu sufficiently examined. 

In the case of the homologous acctoacetic ethers, tho reactions are 
parallel at all points. The author has studied the ethyl salts of 
methyl-, ethyl-, propyl-, isopropyl-, isobutyl-, and methylethyl-aceto- 
acetic acid. 

Tetrolic acid is obtained as follows : — 

Ethylic methylacotoacetate with a little water is treated with bro- 
mine added in small portions, the flask being kept cool (about 15°), 
until a nearly equal molecular quantity of bromine has boon added. 
After allowing the liquid to stand for ten to elevon hours at 20°, two 
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to three times its volume of water is added, when a heavy oil separates 
out. To this oil alcoholic potash is gradually added, tho flask being 
kept cool. Afterwards the alcohol is romoved by a current of steam ; 
acetone and other products going over at the same time. Tho acids 
retained by the potash are set free by a slight excess of hydrochloric 
acid. On cooling, much of the tetrolic acid separates out ; the rest is 
removed by agitation with ether. In the case of the higher homo- 
logues of tetrolic acid, after the addition of hydrochloric acid, the 
liquid is distilled with 5—6 volumes of water until nothing but water 
passes over. The acids are then extracted by means of ether. Oxy- 
tetrolic acid and its homologues are prepared like the preceding. 

Tetrolic acid is a white solid, crystallising in triclinic prisms (m. p. 
189°), boiling with decomposition at about 260 — 280°. Heated in an 
inert gas, it sublimes. Very soluble in boiling water, in alcohol, and 
in ether. At 13*5°, one of acid dissolves in 65*7 parts of water. 
Scarcely soluble in chloroform, cold or hot, but soluble in boiling chlo- 
roform in presence of a little alcohol. Odour faint, like that of pro- 
pionic acid. Taste and reactions acid ; and its salts crystallise readily. 

Three types of salts are formed, one represented by the copper salt, 
CUO.O4H4OS, a second by the barium salt, BaO^CJBkO* and the third 
and most common one, 2M 3 0.5C 4 H,0 2 . Anhydrous salts of ammonium, 
silver, copper, potassium, and sodium, and hydrated salts of barium, 
calcium, magnesium, and zinc are described. .Ferric chloride gives 
with the ammonium salt a violet to bright rose-coloured procipitate. 
The acid and all its homologues are coloured an intense violet-red by 
ferric chloride. Heated at 150° with water for some time, there is no 
change. With dilute hydrochloric acid at the same temperature, a 
black resin is produced with the odour of crotonic aldehyde. Heated 
to the same temperature, or even lower, with potash and a little water 
it yields formic and propionic acids, C^H^Os -f 2H 2 0 = CH 2 0 2 + 
CJ&e0 2 . Bromine yields an oily body which easily decomposes. Nitric 
acid oxidises the acid completely, yielding small crops of crystallised 
mtro-compounds, which may or may not be soluble in ether with a 
beautiful blue colour. Potassium permanganate gives acetic acid and 
carbonic anhydride. Sodium-amalgam, and zinc with acid appear to 
have no action. Phosphorus pentachloride attacks tho acid slowly in 
the cold as follows : — 

3C*H 4 0 2 + E 2 0 + 4PC1* = 2HC1 + 4PC1,0 + 3O4H4OCI* 

On washing well with water, the last compound is obtained as a 
colourless oil boiling at 172° without change, unless boiled for a long 
time ; its sp. gr. at 10*5° is 1*471. It is not sensibly attacked by alcohol 
at 150°, or by water, potash, or ammonia at 100°. With chlorine, tins 
compound forms C4H4CI4O, a beautifully crystallised body, m. p, 49°, 
which gradually decomposes ; with bromine this gives OiHtOUBrtO, 
which fuses at o6° and gives off bromine and hydrobromic acid. 

J. T 

Hydroxyacrjlic Acid. By P. Melikoff (Ber., 13, 271— 274)!— 
When alcoholic potash is gradually added to a solution of monochloro- 
lactic acid (prepared bv direct addition of hypochlorous acid to acrylic 
acid, JSer 12, 2227), the mixture being kept cool, potassium chloride 
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is formed together with the potassium salt of hydroxyacrylic acid, 
C^HaKOa.l-pIjO. This potassium salt separates after the chloride in 
globular or reniform groups of needles, which may be crystallised from 
hot alcohol, but decompose at 80°. By double decomposition it yields 
a silver salt, CaH^AgOa, which decomposes at 100°. The free acid may 
be obtained by adding sulphuric acid to a solution of the potash salt 
and shaking with ether. It is a volatile transparent and Tather mobile 
liquid, the vapour of which is highly irritating. Neither the acid nor 
its salts gives a red colour with ferrous sulphate, as pyroracemic acid 
does. When a solution of the calcium sale (obtained by neutralising 
the free acid with calcium carbonate and precipitating with alcohol) is 
heated on the water-bath, water is assimilated and calcium gly corate, 
CJSsOaOi.HaO, is formed. Glyceric acid is likewise produced by 
boiling an aqueous solution of the silver salt of liquid monochlorolactic 
acid. 

A mixture of hydroxyacrylic acid with fuming hydrochloric acid 
becomes very hot, and on agitation with ether yields solid chlorolactie 
acid (m. p. 78 — 79°), crystallising in silky feathery needles. This is 
identical with the acid prepared by Richter (•/. pr. Chem ., 20, 193), 
by oxidising epichloi hydrin with nitric acid. It is not attacked by 
fuming hydrochloric acid. On tho other hand, monochlorolactic acid 
from acrylic acid is liquid, and when heated at 100° with highly con- 
centrated hydrochloric acid, yields dichloropropionic acid (m. p. 50°). 

Oh. B. 

Carbonyl Bromide. By A. Emmerling (Ber., 13, 873—875).— 
Impure carbonyl bromide can be obtained in small quantities by gently 
warming a mixture of sulphuric acid (50 parts), potassium chromate 
(20 — 25 parts), and bromoform (5 to 10 parts). The operation is con- 
ducted in a flask provided with an upright condenser to which a 
U-tube, surrounded by a freezing mixture, is attached. After the free 
bromine has been removed from the crude product by slow distillation 
over metallic antimony, the carbonyl bromide is obtained as a colour- 
less heavy liquid boiling between 12° and 30°. W. C. W. 

Syntheses by means of Ethyl Malonate. By M. Conrad and 
C. A. Bischoff (Ber., 13, 595 — C01). — A continuation of tlie authors* 
previous work on this subject (this Journal, 36, 707 and 918), and for 
the general methods of preparation of many of tho following com- 
pounds, tho earlier communications must be consulted. 

# Ethylic isopropylmalonaie , CHMe2.0H(COOBt)*, is a colourless 
liquid (b. p. = 213°) ; its sp. gr. is 0*997 at - 20° eoiqjpared with water 
at 15°. 

Isopropylmalonic acid , CHMes.GHfCOOH)*, crystallises in prisms 
(m. p. = 83°) which decompose at 175 — 380° into carbonic anhydride 
and isopropylacetic acid, C$Hi 0 Oa (b. p. = 174°), identical with the 
valerianic acid obtained by Erlenmeyer and Hell (Annalen, 160, 264) 
from isobutyl cyanide. 

Ethylic ethylm ethylm alonate, CMeEt(COOEt) a (b. p. = 207°) ; sp. 
gr. as 0*994 at 15°. 

Ethjlmethylmalonic acid , CMeEt(COOH) 9 , crystallises in prisms 
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(ro. p. = 118°) which decompose on heating into carbonic anhydride 
and ethylmethylaoetio acid, C 5 Ht,)0 2 , which is an opiically inactive 
liquid (b. p. = 173°), and is identical with the othylmothylacetic acid 
obtained by Saur ( Annalen , 188 , 257) from ethyl acetoacotate, and 
with that obtained by Schmidt and Borendes (Annahn, 191 , 1 17) by 
heating tiglic acid with hydriodic acid, and with that prepared by 
Pagenstecher (AunaJen, 195 , 121) from bromhydroiiglic acid by the 
action of sodium-amalgam, and also with the product obtained by 
Booking (Inauguraldiss : Wurzburg, 1879) by the action of hydriodic 
acid on ethomethoxalic acid. A determination of the solubility of the 
silver salt of this acid shows that the valerianic acid obtained from 
commercial amylenes is not ethylmethylacetic acid, as stated by 
Eltekoff (Per., 10 . 706). The authors confirm Erlenmeyer’s supposi- 
tion that the optically active valerianic acid from active amyl alcohol 
is either a molecular compound or a mixture of isopropyl- and ethyl- 
methyl acetic acid. 

Ethylic isobntylmalonate , C 4 H0.CH(COOEt)2 (b. p. = 225°, sp. gi\ 
= 0 983 at 15°). 

Eihylicdioctylmalonate, C(C 8 Hi 7 )2(COOEt) a , from octyl iodide (b. p. 
221°), is a colourless oil (b. p. = 338°) ; its sp. gr. is 0 896 at 18° 
compared with water at 15°. 

Dioctylmalonic acid, CiaHaeO*, forms colourless crystals (m. p. 75°) 
which are insoluble in water. 

Diocbylacetic acid , C I8 HaeO s , is a white crystalline mass (m p. = 39°, 
b. p. = 300°), which is identical with an isostearic acid obtained by 
Gutzeit from ethyldioctylacetoaceitic acid. 

1 Ithylic alh/lmalonaie , CaHs.CE^COOEt^, b. p. = 220°; sp. gr. as 
1 # 018 at 16° (water at 15° =1). 

AUyhnalowic add , C 8 H 8 0 4 (m. p. = 103°), belongs to the fumaric 
series, and is isomeric with hydromuconic acid. Allylacetic acid, 
CfiH 8 0 2 (b.p. 184°), is identical with the add obtained by Zeidlor 
(Annalen, 187, 30) from ethylacetoacetic acid. 

Ethylic diallylmalonate, C(C 3 H 6 )<i(COOEt) 3 , b. p. = 210°; sn. cr. 
= 0-996 at 14° (water at 15° = 1). 

Diallyhnalonic acid , 0 9 H l2 Oi, crystallises in prisms (in, p. 133°). 
DMlylacetic acid. , C h Hi.0 3 (b. p. = 219°), from the preceding, is 
identical with that described by Wolff (Per., 10, 1956) and Roboul 
( Conipt . rend, 84 r 1233). 

Ethylic benzyl m ethylma lonaie, CH 2 Ph.OMe(OOOEt) 4 (b. p. = 300°) ; 
sp. gr. = 1 064 at 19° (water at 15° = 1). This acid can also bo 
obtained by the action of methyl iodide on ethylic benzylsodium- 
malonate, or by the action of benzoic chloride on ethylic mothyl- 
sodinmmalonate. 


Benzyl-methylmalonic add 9 CuHmO*, consists of 
135°. 


crystals, m. p. = 


BenzylmetJvylacetic acid, OuETuO, (m. p. = 37°, b. p. = 272°), is 
identical with the substituted acetic acid obtained from ethylic bonzyl- 
methylacetoacetate ( Ber ., 11, 1056), also with the phenylbutyric acid 
obtained by the addition of hydrogen to the phenylcrotonic acid, pre- 
pared according to Perkin (this Journal, 31, 391) from benzaldehydo 
and propionic anhydride, and also with that produced by the addition of 
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hydrogen to the acid (Annalm, 193, 310) obtained by the action of 
sodium on benzyl propionate. 

Ethyl mtrosomalonate , CH(NO)(COOEt) 8 , is obtained by the action 
of nitrous acid on an alcoholic solution of ethyl sodium malonate. It 
is a yellow oil which, is decomposed on distillation ; sp. gr. = 1*149 
at 15°. 

Nitrosomalonic add , OsHslTOg, is obtained from the silver salt, and is 
identical with the acid described by Baeyer ( Amialen , 131, 292). A 
crystalline potassium salt , CsKNOfiKa + ^H a O, was prepared. On dis- 
tillation, this acid splits up into carbonio anhydride, water, and hydro- 
cyanic add. 

Ethyl nitrosobenssylmalonate , C 7 H 7 .C(NO) (COOEt) 2 , is obtained by 
the action of sodium ethylate and benzyl chloride on ethyl nitroso- 
malonate. On saponification with potash, it gives a crystalline potas- 
sium salt which, on dry distillation, splits up into potassium cyanide 
and carbonate and benzyl alcohol. The free acid undergoes a similar 
decomposition on boiling with water. 

Ethyl iiwnochlomiialoncute, CHCl(OOOEt) 2 , obtained by the action of 
chlorine on ethyl malonate, is a colourless liquid (b. p. 221 6 ; sp. gr. 
as 1*185 at 20° ; water at 15° = 1). On saponification with potash it 
gives ovlj potassium tartronate, CH(OH)(COOK) a . 

Tarfronic add, CH(OH) (COOH) 2 , obtained by decomposing the 
calcium salt with oxalic aoid ; melts at 182° with evolution of carbonic 
anhydride, leaving a gtycolide, the aqueous solution of which on boiling 
with calcium carbonate, gave calcium glycollate. 

The ethyl mono-substituted malonates, on treatment with chlorine, 
give monochlorinated compounds. 

Ethyl monoMorisobwtylmalonate, OaHa.CGlfCOOEt)* (b. p. 245% 
sp. gr. sss 1*094 at 15°). On saponification with potash, it gives 
potassium isobutylhydroxijmafonatie, 0 4 H 9 .0(OH)(COOK)2, the free add 
of which decomposes on heating at 150° into carbonic anhydride and 
hydromyisobuiylaceiic acid, C 4 H 9 .CH(OH).COOH. 

Ethyl acetyUetracarbonate, (COOEt) a OH.OHfOOOEt) 3 , is obtained 
by the doublo decomposition of ethyl chloromalonate and ethyl sodium 
malonate. It crystallises in long brilliant white needles (m.p. 75° j 
b. p. 305°, with slight decomposition), T. 0. 

Inversion of the Optical Rotation of Ordinary Malic Acid. 
By G. H. Sohnbidir (/ier., 13, 620 — 623).— Ordinary malic aoid has 
generally been considered as lasvorotatory; if, however, the dogrea of 
concentration of a dilute aqueous solution of the aoid, which is leevo- 
rotatory, be gradually increased, the specific rotation gradually 
diminishes until the percentage of add is 34*24, when the optical 
activity entirely disappears ; on further concentration the rotation: 
becomes positive. The following interpolation formula [a] D = 5*891— 
0*08959c (q = per cent, of water) shows that for pure anhydrous m alic 
acid [a{i) = + 5*89. 

Sodium malate behaves exactly like malic add, the interpolation 
formula in this case being [a] B as 15*202—0*33220 + 0*00081842% 
from which it follows that for the anhydrous salt [a] D = 4* 15*2, and 
that a solution containing 47*43 per cent, of the salt is inactive. A 

vol. xxxvm. 2 a 
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similar observation has been made in the case of tartaric acid (com- 
pare Boit, Memoires de VAcad ., 15, 208 — 211; Amt, Qhim . Phys. [3], 
29, 351, 366 ; Arndtsen, ibid. [3], 54, 415). T. 0. 

Behaviour of Monochlorotetraerylic Acid on Fusion. By A. 
G-euther (Her., 13, 242). — Kahlbaum (B&\, 12, 2337) is mistaken in 
attributing to the author the statement that this acid is decomposed 
on fusion. It is partly decomposed by distillation. Oh. B. 

Nitrosothioglycollio Acid. By B. Maly and B. Andre a son 
(Her., 13, 601 — 607).~Nitrosothioghjcollic acid , COOH.CH(NO).SH, 
is obtained, together with cyanamide and dicyandiamide, by boiling 10 
grams nitrosothiohydantom (ibid., 12, 967) with 60 grams of crystal- 
lised barium hydrate and 400 c.c. water, the reaction being in all 
respects analogous to that which occurs in the case of thiohydantom 
(this Journal, 36, 712). The free acid was obtained as a crystalline 
mass, which is very easily soluble in ether, and is decomposed by 

CH(NO)S 

alcohol or water. The barium salt , | >Ba + H a O, is a crys- 

COO ' 

talline powder or nodular mass which is insoluble in alcohol, sparingly 
soluble in cold water, but more easily in hot ; it dissolves at once in 
dilute hydrochloric acid. It is gradually decomposed on heating above 
100°. The other salts are mostly obtained by precipitation of the hot 
aqueous solution of the barium salt. The lead salt is a yellowish-white 
precipitate, which is insoluble in acetic acid and boiling water, and is 
not blackened by alkalis, but dissolves in hot soda to a clear liquid. 
The silver salt is a yellow precipitate, which rapidly blackens on ex- 
posure to light, and when freshly prepared is insoluble in ammonia 
and nitric acid. A dark violet colour is obtained when ferric chloride 
is added to a dilute solution of the barium salt, and this on addition of 
a drop of hydrochloric acid changes to a pure blue. Ou long standing, 
or on boiling, the colour disappears, because in both cases the niiroso- 
thioglycollie acid is destroyed- Strong hydrochloric or nitric acid or 
stannous chloride produces this effect at once. This reaction is ex- 
ceedingly sensitive and serves as a very ready method for detecting 
the acid. The free acid gives the blue colour at once on addition of 
ferric chloride. Nitrosothiogly collie acid, and acidified solutions of its 
salts are easily decomposed on heating into water and carbonic and 
sulphocyanic acids or their salts. The free acid is thus decomposed 
even at the ordinary temperature. T. 0. 

of Zinc . on Sucemimide. By C. A. Bell (Bar., 13, 
3 / 7 — 8 / 8 ). — Pyrrol is formed by tie distillation of a mixture of sucei- 
mmide and zinc-dust, and also by passing a current of hydrogen and 
suocinimide vapour over platinum black at a temperature above the 
boiling point of the imide. When the vapour of ethyl sucoinimide is 
passed over zino-dust at 350°, ethylpyrrol, CJEtNEt, is produced. 

„ W. O. W. 

Contribution to a Knowledge of the Ureides. By J. M. A 
Kautra (Bar., 13, 788— 791).— B. Mulder having succeeded in obtain- 
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ing dibromothiohydantoin ( Ber 8, 1263), the author was induced to 
repeat the researches of Claus and Neuhoffor (Ber., IQ, 825) on the* 
action of chlorine and bromine on thiohydantoin. A stream of chlo- 
rine was slowly passed into a solution of thiohydantoin in hydro chloric 
acid, surrounded by a freezing mixture. 

At the end of half an hour white flocculent crystals appeared, but 
on continuing the stream of gas they disappeared again. By stopping 
the gas at the proper moment, however, the crystals could be collected. 
They were found to consist of imperfectly shaped needles, insoluble in 
water, alcohol, and ether. They dissolve in alkalis with decomposi- 
tion, and the solutions have a green fluorescence. They are also 
decomposed on heating to 110 — 120°. Their composition is repre- 

JSrH.CH.OH 

sented by the formula, CS\ ' I + H a O. 

X 3STH.CO 

When excess of bromine was added to a solution of thiohydantoin 
under the same conditions as above, colourless crystals of dibromothio- 
hydanto’in were obtained. They are soluble iu alcohol and ether, and 
are decomposed by hot water. Oxalic acid was fonnd in the mother- 
liqnor. 

The author’s method of obtaining thiohydantoic acid differs some- 
what from Maly’s (Ber., 10, 1849), inasmuch as he allows the aqueous 
solution of monochloracetic acid and thiocarbamide to stand in the cold 
without neutralising the hydrochloric acid. 

Action of Monochbracetyl-carlamide on Thiocarbamide. — When these 
two bodies were dissolved in alcohol in equivalent quantities at 60 — 
70°, large quantities of a nearly white flocculent body were obtained 
of the composition NH 2 .CS.NH.CH a .CO.]S[H.CO.NH 2 + HC1. This 
body is insoluble iu alcohol and ether, and yields silky needles of 
thiohydantoin on addition of ammonia to its aqueous solution. 

Monochloracetyldimethylcarbamido and thiooarbamide when dis- 
solved in alcohol at 70 — 80°, yield crystals of thiohydantoin hydro- 
chloride, but in the cold, nodules made up of needles are formed, which 
consist of 1TH 3 . CS.NH. 0H a . C O.NMe. CO JNHMo + HC1. 

These crystals are decomposed by water into thiohydantoin hydro- 
chloride and dimethylcarbamide. G. T. A. 

Orthocymene. By A. Claus and H. Hansen (Ber., 13, 897 — 
899). — Orthocymene is formed by tho action of sodium on a solution of 
orthobromotoluene and propyl bromide in absolute ether. The mix- 
ture is gently warmed, but when the reaction has commenced, it is 
cooled down to 10° in order to avoid the formation of ditolyl. At a 
temperature below 8°, considerable quantities of dipropyl are formed. 
Orthocymene is a colourless liquid (b. p. 181°). On treatment with 
sulphuric acid it yields two sulphonic acids; the formation of the 
a-acid is favoured by a low, and that of the (3- by a higher temperature. 
Both acids are very soluble in water, and are unerystallisable. The 
a-acid forms a sparingly soluble barium salt, which crystallises in 
glistening plates containing 1 mol. H 2 0. The copper salt crystallises 
in dark-green needles containing 4H a O. 

The potassium salt forms shining rhombic crystals. 

2 y 2 
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The /3-acid does not form crystalline salts. The /3-snlphonic chloride 
is a syrupy liquid converted by ammonia into /3-orthocymenesulph- 
amide, which is deposited from an ethereal solution in glistening plates, 
and from an aqueous solution in brittle needle-shaped crystals. 

W. 0. w. 

Metacymene. By A. Claus and T. Stusser ( Ber 13, 899 — 
901). — Metacymene prepared by the action of sodium at 0° on an 
ethereal solution of propyl bromide and metabromotoluene, is a colour- 
less liquid which boils at 176° (sp. gr. 0*863 at 16°). 

Two sulphonic acids are formed by treating metacymene with sul- 
phuric acid. 

The a-acid forms a sparingly soluble barium salt which crystallises 
in small plates, containing 1 mol. H 2 0. The copper salt forms green 
hexagonal plates containing 4 mols. H a O. The lead salt contains 
3 mols. H 2 0, and the calcium salt which crystallises in prisms 2 mols. 
H a O. The potassium salt forms anhydrous needle-shaped crystals, 
which dissolve freely in water. 

Barium j8-cymene sulphonate crystallises in needles containing 1 mol. 
H 2 0, which are freely soluble in hot water. 

a-Metacy menesul phonic chloride prepared by heating the acid with 
phosphorus pentaohloride in sealed tubes at 140°, is deposited from an 
ethereal solution in needle-shaped crystals (m. p. 175 4 ). The corre- 
sponding sulphamide does not crystallise. W. O. W. 

Paracymene and Sulphuric Acid. By A. Olaus and O. Cratz 
(Ber., 13, 901 — 902). — When paracymene is treated with sulphuric 
acid at the ordinary temperature, two sulphonic acids are produced, 
viz., the well-known a-paracymenesulphonic acid and a small quantity 
of a second acid, which is distinguished from the a-acid by the greater 
solubility of its barium salt. W. C. W. 

Oxidation of Dibromocymene. By A. Claus and C. Wimmel 
(B er., 13, 902 — 904). — On oxidation with a solution of chromic acid in 
glacial acetic acid, dibromocymene yields a now acid, Ci 0 Hi n Br,>O 2 , which 
crystallises in glistening needles (m, p. 152°) soluble in alcohol and 
ether. It forms crystalline salts, which dissolve freely in water. Tho 
barium salt contains 3 mols. HjO. If a mixture of strong nitric acid 
(1 part) and water (lj- parts) is used instead of chromic acid in the 
preparation of this substance, dibromotercphfchalic acid and another acid 
are also formed. 

If the oxidation is continued until the dibromocymene is completely 
destroyed, pure dibromoterephthalic acid, OeHJBrjO*, is obtained in 
white plates (m. p. 320°) soluble in alcohol, other, and glacial acetic 
acid. 

The salts of this acid are very soluble iu water and do not crystallise 
readily. W. O. W. 

Compounds of Organic Bases with the Haloid Salts of Mer- 
cury. By O. Klein (Ber., 13, 834—835). — In addition to the bodies 
previously described (Ber., 11, 743 and 1741; this Journal, Abst., 
1878, 667 ; 1879, 231), the author has obtained compounds of aniline 
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and toluidine with mercuric "bromide and iodide. HgBr* + 2NH a Fh 
crystallises in white needles (m. p. 110°) which are decomposed by 
boiling water. Hgl 2 + 2NH s Ph (m. p. 60°) resembles the precoding 
compound, but is decomposed by treatment with alcohol. Mercuric 
bromide combines with 2 mols. paratoluidine, forming a substance 
crystallising in plates (m. p. 120°) which are soluble in alcohol and 
ether, but are decomposed by hot water. The corresponding orthoto- 
luidine compound also crystallises in plates, which begin to decomposo 
at 60°, but melt at 108° if rapidly hoated. The compounds of mercuric 
iodide with para- and ortho-toluidine resemble the compound with 
aniline. The former melts at 81°, the latter does not melt, but gives 
off orthotoluidine at 40°. W. O. W. 

Derivatives of Parabromaniline. By M. Dennstbdt (B&r., 13, 
228 — 238). — The following compounds nave been prepared and 
examined : — 

Bromophenyl urethane, OoHioN’OaBr (m. p. 84 — 85°), is obtained by 
the action of ethyl chlorocarbonate on bromaniline dissolved in anhy- 
drous ether. From dilute alcohol, it crystallises in white felted needles, 
insoluble in water, easily soluble in alcohol and ether. 

Bromophenylcywiate , CTBUSTOBr, is obtained by distilling the fore- 
going with phosphoric anhydride ; m. p. 39° ; b, p. 226°. It is easily 
soluble in ether. 

BromophenylmethyluretJiane , C 8 H 8 0 2 NBr, is prepared by evaporating 
the methyl alcohol solution of the cyanate and crystallising from 
alcohol. It forms white needles, readily soluble in alcohol and ether ; 
m. p. 124°. 

Brovnqplienyl dicyanate , CuH 8 N' a 02Br 2 , a dimolecular compound of the 
evanate, analogous to Hofmann’s phenyl dicyanate (Annalen, Supp,, 1, 
57 ; and Ber., 4, 246), is obtained when the cyanate, melted on a 
water-bath, is stirred with a glass rod moistened with triethylphos- 
phine. After long boiling with absolute alcohol it dissolves, and on 
cooling, white needles of eblvyl dibromophenyl allophanate , 

CO(lSrH.0 6 H 4 Br).H(08H 4 Br),COOBt 

(m. p. 153°), separate. The latter may be crystallised from anhydrous 
ether. 

Dibromophenylbiivret, NH(CO.HH.C 6 HiBr) 2 , is formed when the pul- 
verised dicyanate is allowed to stand with alcoholic ammonia. It 
begins to sublime (without melting) at 240°, and decomposes at 280°. 
It is insoluble in water, sparingly soluble iu alcohol and ether. 

Brom^henyUhiocarbimide, CSltf.CsHJBr, has been prepared by Otto 
(J3er., 2, 408) by distilling dibromophonyltbiocarbamide with phos- 
phoric anhydride. The amide is formed with extreme slowness when 
bromaniline is boiled with an alcoholic solution of carbon bisulphide 
in theoretical quantity. The process is much hastened by adding a 
little moderately strong caustic soda solution (a few c.c. for 40 grama 
bromaniline). ^ The amide separates partly after an hour’s boiling, and 
the reaction is completed in six or seven hours. The caustic soda 
perhaps assists by inducing the following reactions : — 
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C^HJBr.NHa + 0S 2 + NaOH = NaS.CS.NH.CcHJBr + H*0 
NaS.CS.NH.CeH.Br + CeHJBr.N^ = CS(NH.0 6 H 4 Br), + NaHS, 
NaSH + H,0 = NaOH + H,S. 

Monobr<mophmylthiocw'bamide , C 7 H 7 N 2 SBr, is formed by treating 
the thiooarbindde with alcoholic ammonia. It forms needles (m. p. 
183°) insoluble in water, soluble in alcohol and ether. 

Phemjlbroimphenyltkiocarbcmide, C 13 HiiN 2 SBr, obtained by boiling 
the thiocarbimide with alcoholic solution of aniline, forms colourless 
needles (m. p. 158°), which axe tolerably soluble in cold, very soluble 
in hot alcohol or ether. 

Hemithicbromojphenyluretliane , C 9 HioNOSBr, is formed by heating 
the thiocarbimide with absolute alcohol at 120° for several hours. 
Slender slightly yellow needles, insoluble in water, easily soluble in 
alcohol and ether. M. p. 105°. 

TliiobroTmphemjhireiJuine, C 9 Hi 0 S 2 NBr, is prepared by heating the 
thiocarbamide with ethyl mercaptan at 140°. It is insoluble in water, 
soluble in alcohol or ether. M. p. 89°. 

IsocyanomoTiobromopheuyl chloride , C 7 H 4 NBrCl 2 , analogous to Sell and 
Zierold’s isocyanophenyl chloride (JBer., 7, 1228), is obtained by acting 
with chlorine on bromophenylthiocarbimide. It is a yellowish heavy 
liquid (b. p. 255 — 256°). By the action of bromaniline, it yields the 
hydrochloride of a base, CgBjBr.N I C(NH.C 6 H 4 Br) 2 .HCl, isomeric with 
tribromophenylguanidine. This salt is crystallisable from dilute 
alcohol, is very soluble in alcohol and ether, and when treated with 
ammonia yields the free base as an uncrystallisable gummy mass. The 
platinochloride forms bright yellow plates. 

Mhenyteibromophmy l diamine, (C 3 H 3 ) (C fa H 4 Br) 2 HN 2 , is prepared by 
acting with phosphorus chloride on a mixture of bromaniline and 
acetic acid, heating for some time at 160°, extracting with water, 
and precipitating with ammonia. It is a white thick liquid. Only 
the hydrochloride and platinochloride were analysod. 

Formobr oman Hide, CHO.NH.C 6 HiBr (m. p. 119°) is obtained by 
heating ethyl formate with bromaniline at 100°. It is insolublo in 
cold water, with difficulty soluble in hot water, readily solublo in 
alcohol or ether. It may also be prepared by the action of bromino 
water on formanilide rubbed up with water. Measurements of the* 
crystals, which belong to the rhombic system, are given. 

Thioformobromanilide, CHS.NH.OeHiBr, is prepared from tho above 
in the same way as thioformanilide from formanilide (Hofmann, Bor., 
11, 338). It is soluble in hot alcohol and ether, and melts with decom- 
position at 189 — 190°. 

Bromophmylglycodne , CH 2 (NH.C b HiBr).COOH, is obtained by 
warming an ethereal solution of 2 mols, bromaniline and 1 mol. 
ehloracetie acid. It is very unstable, and exceedingly solublo in 
alcohol, ether, and hot water. With suitable precautions it may be 
crystallised from the latter ; m. p. 98°. It forms a bright green 
copper salt. 

JOibrornophenyloxetliyle/n ecarb amide, the bromanilide of bromophenyl- 
glycocine, Qe H 4 B r .NH . 0 H 2 . 0 O .NH. 0 3 H 4 Br, is prepared by boiling 
bromaniline monochloracetate with excess of bromaniline (vide 
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Meyer, Ber ., 8, 1152), or by adding 1 mol. chloracetic chloride to 
an ethereal solution o£ 4 mols. bromaniline. It is soluble in alcohol 
and ether, insoluble in cold, sparingly soluble in hot water. It sub- 
limes at 145°, and melts between 154° and 161°. 

Mhyl bromophenylamidoacetate , CeH^Br.NH.CHa.COOEt (m. p. 95— 
96°), is prepared by gently heating 1 mol. of ethyl monochloracetate 
with 2 mols. bromamline. It is sparingly solublo in cold, easily 
soluble in hot alcohol or ether, and is insoluble in water. 

Oh. £. 

Metatoluidine. By 0. Widman (Ber., 13, 676 — 6 78) .—This com- 
pound (b. p. 197 — 200°) may be obtained in large quantity by the 
action of phosphorus pentachloride on metanitrobenzaldehyde, the 
resulting metamtrobenzal chloride being reduced with zinc and hydro- 
chloric acid thus : — 

0 6 H4(lSr0 2 ).C0H + PC1 S = C b Hi(N0 2 ).CHCl 2 + P0C1 8 ; 
0 6 H4(N0 2 ).CHC1 2 + 3H a = 0 6 H4(lSrH 3 ).CHCl 2 + 2H a O; 
C 6 H 4 (NH 2 ).CHC 1 2 + 2 H 2 = C 6 H 4 (JSrH 2 ).CH 3 . 

Metanitrobemal chloride, CeH^NOj^CHCh, crystallises from alcohol 
either in colourless thin four- or six-sided plates or in white needles 
(m. p. 65°), which are easily soluble in boiling alcohol and in ether, 
but insoluble in water. T. C. 

Dinitroparatoluidine. By F. Beilstein (Ber., 13, 242—244). — 
Tiemann (Ber., 3, 218) states, and it is commonly bellowed that the 
dinitroparatoluidine (m. p. 168°), which he obtained by reducing tri- 
nitrotoluene, is identical with the base (m. p. 166°) which the author 
and Kuhlberg (Annalen, 158, 341) obtained by nitrating parace- 
toluide and saponifying. This is erroneous. On nitrating para- 
toluidine, the first product is metanitroparatoluidine [CH,: 2$T0 2 : NH 3 
= 1:8:4]. Since a second nitro-group entering the molecule 
should take the para-position with respect to the first, dinitropara- 
toluidine must have the constitution [CH, : HO a : NH, : NO a == 
1 : 3 : 4 : 5], and the nitrogenous groups must be neighboring ; but 
on nitrating [1:2:4] dinitrotolueno, a trinitrotoluene [1 : 2 : 4 : 6] 
should be obtained for the same reason. And if, as in the case of 
dinitrotolueno, reducing agents first attack tho paranitro-group, the 
dinitrotoluidine prepared from it must have the constitution 

[OH,: NO* : NH 2 : NO a a 1 : 2 : 4 : 6]. 

The nitrogen groups must be symmetrical. 

Independently of those theoretical considerations, there is also experi- 
mental evidence of the difference of the two compounds, although 
their physical properties appear to be the same. The author finds 
that they behave differently towards oxidising agents. Friederici has 
shown (Ber., 11, 1976), and the author confirms his statements, that 
Tiemann’s dinitroparatoluidine is slowly converted by boiling ohromic 
mixture into dmitroparamidobenzoic (chrysamruic) acid. But sym- 
metrical dinitroparatoluidine is much more energetically attacked by 
chromic mixture, and does not yield a trace of chrysammic acid. Thu 
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product is an indifferent amorphous insoluble powder, probably an 
azo-compound. 

Symmetrical dinitrotoluidino is best prepared by gradually adding 
the theoretically necessary quantity of a concentrated aquoous solu- 
tion of ammonium hydrosulphide to 1 part of trinitrotoluene well 
rubbed up with 2 parts of alcohol, allowing to stand, precipitating 
with water, and extracting repeatedly with boiling hydrochloric acid 
(sp. gr. 1*05). The base is then precipitated by ammonia, dissolved 
in chloroform, and crystallised from 50 per cent, acotio acid, or 
from hydrochloric acid sp. gr. 1*055 (m. p. 166*5 — 168°). It is 
soluble in alcohol, acetic acid, benzene, and chloroform, sparingly 
soluble in boiling water, insoluble in light petroleum. Oh. B. 

Condensation Products of Tertiary Aromatic Bases. By 

0. Fischer (Ber., 13, 807 — 809). — D imethy lp cw*at oluid ino has no 
action on benzaldehyde in presence of zino chloride oven at 120 — 
130°. Dimethylorifotoluidine yields a small quantity of a base, the 
constitution of which has not been ascertained. Dimcthylme&x- 
toluidine acts with great energy, even at the temperature of the water- 
bath, and yields a base which is analogous to tetramethyldiamido- 
triphenylmethane. Neither of these bases affords a colouring mattor 
on oxidation. According to the author’s experience, no para substi- 
tution product of dimethylaniline yields condensation products with 
aldehydes, alcohols, &c., and the same seems to be the case with 
dimethylparatoluidine. 

Benzaldehyde and dimethylmetatoluidine in presence of zinc chlo- 
ride yield a base C w HaoN 2 , which crystallises in large prisms (m. p. 
109°). It is soluble in mineral acids, but is reprocipitaied by sodium 
acetate. It is easily soluble in benzene, alcohol, and ether, but is in- 
soluble in water. The platinochloride of this base consists of fine 
golden-yellow crystals. No colouring matter was obtainod on oxida- 
tion of the base. 

A new reaction of dimethylaniline is also described in the paper. 
When benzoic anhydride is gently warmed with dimethylaniline in 
presence of zinc chloride, a fine green colonring mattor is obtained, 
having the appearance of malachite. CL T. A. 


A New Class of Amm onium Compounds. Part I. By P. 
GRixss (B(9r., 4 I3, 246 — 250). — By acting with methyl iodido in excess 
on the isomeric amidophenols, the author has obtained now bases, to 

,0 

which he assigns the constitution CnH^ ] 

N NM6a 

JO 

OrtliotnmetliyVplienolammonmm^ C«Hi<^ | + H 2 0, is prepared by 


jus 

mixing a cold methyl alcohol solution of orthamidophenol hydrochlo- 
ride with three parts of methyl iodide, and adding concentrated 
potash solution to strongly alkaline reaction. Potassic chloride sepa- 
rates out, and on allowing the mixture to stand its reaction becomes 
add. More potash is then added, and this addition is repeated as long 
as an acid reaction appears on standing. When the action is completed, 
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the alcohol is distilled off, the solution acidified with hydriodic acid, 
and the yellowish crystals of the hydriodide which separate are crys- 
tallised from boiling water with addition of animal charcoal. The 
crystals are then dissolved in water, decomposed by silver oxide or 
carbonate, and the solution evaporated on the water-bath, when a 
syrup remains which solidifies on standing. The pressed and recrys- 
tallised base forms white prisms, which are soluble in water and 
alcohol, but insoluble in ether : bv the latter the base may be sepa- 
rated from its alcoholic solution. Its taste is intensely bitter. It is 
not acted on by potash or ammonia, but combines with acids (except- 
ing carbonic acid) to form two classes of salts. The iodide, 

OfiHi^O.HI *4“ H 2 0, 

the constitution of which is possibly 0 6 H^(0H).NMe8l + H 2 0, 
crystallises in white indistinct prisms, very soluble in hot water. 
When ammonia is added to an aqueous solution of this salt, a 
sparingly soluble hemi-iodide, (C 9 H 13 NO) 2 .HI, separates in needles. 
From alcohol, it separates in thick prisms. The base also forms a 
very soluble crystalline hydrochloride, CeHuJTO.HOl + 2H*0; a red- 
dish-grey nitroprusside, (CsHisNO^.HaFoCyBCNO) ; a yellowish-red 
platinochJoride, (C q Hi 2 NO.HCl) 2 .PtCl 4 ; and a brown periodide, with 
green reflection, which is insoluble in water. 

Heat acts on the base as on the aromatic betaines. When distilled, 
it passes into the isomeric orthodime thylamido- anisol, C 3 H 4 (OMe) .ISTMea, 
a colourless strongly refracting basic oil, of peculiar odour and burning 
biting taste. This forms a deliquescent crystalline hydrochloride, and 
a sparingly soluble platinochloride. It resembles dimothylaniline, 
and like that body is capable of conversion into colouring matters, 
which the author is engaged in investigating. 

When orthotrimethylphonolammonium hydrochloride is distilled, it 
breaks up into methyl chloride and orthodimethylamidophenol, 
CeH^OBQ.NMe* (m. p. 45°). The latter is crystalline, very sparingly 
soluble in boiling water, easily in alcohol, ether, acetic acid, and 
potash solution. Its taste, at first biting, is afterwards bitter. Forrio 
chloride colours its solutions red-violot. The hydrochloride dries up 
to a gum : from its solution, ammonia precipitates the base as an oil, 
which solidifies to small white rhombic crystals. 

,0 

Pa^atrimethjl^JLenolammmium, 0 6 Hi< -f H 2 0, crystallises in 

TSMes 

clear six- or oight-sided tables. It strongly resembles its isomeride, 
and on distillation yields paradimethyl-amidoanisol, GgH^OMoJ.NMos 
(m. p. 48°), which crystallises from alcohol in white rhombic leaflets. 

Attempts to obtain similar bases by means of ethyl iodide were 
unsuccessful. Oh. B. 

A New Class of Ammonium Compounds. Part II. By 
P. Griess (Per., 13, 647 — 650). — 

yO 

C s H 3 (lSr0 2 )< | , is obtained by tie action of methyl iodide on 

tTMos 
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Laurent and Gtarhardt’s amidonitrophenol, the process boing conducted 
as previously described in tbe case of the other triphonylammonium 
bases, except that the free base is be&t obtained from its salts by the 
use of potash in place of oxide of silver. Trimothylnitrophenolammo- 
nium crystallises from water in brilliant yellow needles or tables, 
having a strongly bitter taste. It is only sparingly soluble in cold 
water or alcohol, but more easily in those liquids when hot. It is in- 
soluble in ether and in benzene. It has no action on vegetable colours. 
Heated above 200°, it is decomposed, without previous fusion, into a 
residue of carbon and a reddish volatilo oil. It is a strong baso. 

Tnmethylmtrophenolammonivm iodide , C9H1JST2O-j.HI.2H4O, crys- 
tallises in white needles, which are moderately soluble in hot, but only 
sparingly soluble in cold water. The hydrochloride , C9HuH4O3.HCl.H2O, 
crystallises in prisms, which behave towards solvents like the 
hydriodide. The platvnochloride, (CoHu^OB.HCl^PtOli.C^O, forms 
bright yellow needles or rhombic plates, which are sparingly soluble 
in boiling water, hardly at all in cold water, and almost insoluble in 
alcohol. The periodate crystallises in small brown needles. 

Triitietliylamidophenolamrrioniurri hydrooh loride , 

y° 

C e H3(HH a )< | 

N HMe 8 .2HCL4H 3 0 

is obtained by the reduction of the corresponding nitro-compound with 
tin and hydrochloric acid. It crystallises in white plates, which arc 
easily soluble in water or alcohol, even when cold, also in ether. With 
ferric chloride, it gives a deep violet colour. The platinochloride , 
C9Hi4H4O.2HCl.PtCh + 2H 2 0, forms small rhombic or six-sided 
prisms, which are only sparingly soluble in cold water, and are decom- 
posed by boiling water. 

Orthotrimdhylanisolammonium iodide, C*Hi(OMe).HMe 3 I, is obtained 
by the action of methyl iodide on a solution of orthotrimothylphenol- 
ammonium in methyl alcohol, to which a little potash has boon added, 
or by the action of methyl iodide on dimothylamido-anisol, thus : — 

y° 

CJBh/ | + Mel = OeH^OMo) .HMoJL 

X HMe 3 

Cja^OMeJ.HMe, + Mel = CJH^OMo^HMcJL. 

It ciystallises in long white needles, which aro easily solublo in hot, 
but only sparingly soluble in cold alcohol or water. Tlio platino- 
chloride , (Ci 0 HiflHOCl) 8 + PtCh, forms brilliant yellow platos or six- 
sided tables, which are only very sparingly soluble in cold wator. The 
hydrate , C 6 H4(OMe).HMe 3 .OH (F), is obtained by the action of silver 
oxide on the iodide. It is strongly alkaline, and gradually decom- 
poses on warming into orthodimethylamido-anisol and methyl alcohol. 

Paratrimethylanisolamm onium iodide , CeHafOMeJ.HMejI, is obtained 
like the ortho-compound, using para- instead of ortho-trimothylphonol- 
ammonium. It crystallisos in four- or six-sided platos. The platino - 
chloride , C 10 His(HOCl)2 + PCI4, consists of small yellow six-sided 
prisms. Both the above compounds behave towards solvents like the 
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corresponding ortho-compounds. The hydrate is similar to the ortho- 
compounds, and on heating splits up into paradimethylamidoanisol and 
methyl alcohol, T. 0. 

Formation of Diamines. By A. Bernthsbn and F. Szymanski 
(Ber. f 13 , 917 — 919). — BmzyMdewmonophetiyldiaTmne , 

NHPh.CHPh.NTH2, 

is formed, together with several other bases, when an alcoholic solu- 
tion of benzenylmonophenylamidine is treated with sodium amalgam. 
The liquid is from time to time neutralised with strong acetic acid, 
and the reduction is stopped as soon as the formation of ammonium 
amalgam commences. 

The bases are separated by recrystallising their hydrochlorides, 
when benzylidenemonophenyldiamine hydrochloride, Ci 3 HuN a .HCl, is 
deposited in thick prisms (m. p. 234°) soluble in alcohol and water. 
The platinockloride crystallises in long needles, and also in rhombic 
plates. 

The free base is insoluble in water, but dissolves freely in other sol- 
vents. It melts at 115°, and distils without decomposition. On reduc- 
tion, it yields benzylaniline. W. 0. W. 

New Synthesis of Organic Bases containing Oxygen. By 
W. Staedel and 0. Siepermann (Per., 13, 841 — 844). — When brom- 
acetylbenzene, Ph.OO.CH 2 Br (1 mol.), is dissolved in dimethylaniline 
(2 mols.), a reaction takes place, and the liquid solidifies on cooling, 
forming a crystalline product, soluble in hot alcohol. The alcoholic 
solution deposits yellow prismatic crystals of the new base, O ia Hi 7 NO. 

C 8 H 7 OBr + CbHuN = C 16 H l7 NO + HBr. 

Colourless crystals of the hydrobromide of another base can be 
obtained from the mother-liquor. The base, Ci 8 H 17 NO, is insoluble in 
water, but dissolves sparingly in alcohol and ether, and freely in 
benzene and toluene. It melts with partial decomposition at 120°. 

The base is also soluble in dilute hydrochloric and sulphuric acids, 
but is reprecipitated when these solutions are diluted with water. The 
hydrochloric acid solution forms precipitates with picric, phospho- 
molybdic, and tannic acids, also with, potassium, mercuric iodide, and 
with platinum and stannous chlorides. 

The platinochloride, (O^HnNOHCl^PtCh, crystallises in plates. 
Ferric chloride or dilute nitric acid readily oxidises the base. By tho 
action of methyl iodide the compound Ci 6 H 17 NO.MeI is obtained. It 
is purified by digestion with ether, and recrystailisation of the inso- 
luble portion from water. By treatment with silver oxide, the iodine 
is removed from this substance, and a strongly alkaline liquid is pro- 
duced, which forms crystalline salts. 

Bromacetylbenzene also acts in a similar maimer on dimethylmeta- 
toluidine and on tetramethylmetaphenylenediamine. 

Tho compound from dimethylaniline probably has the constitution 
Ph.OO.OH3.O6H4.NMea and the dimethylmetatoluidine derivative may 
bo represented as 0 8 H 8 (Ph.OO.OH 2 Me)(NMe) s =[5:1:3]. 

W. 0 . w. 
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Synthesis of Leucaniline. By 0. Fischer and P. Greiff (5w., 
13, 669—671). — Paranitrobenzaldehyde (m. p. 93°) is converted into 
a yellow crystalline nitro-base when digested with aniline hydrochloride 
and zinc chloride at 120°. This compound dissolves in acids, forming 
colourless solutions, and on reduction with zinc- dust and acetic acid 
gives paraleucaniline. The paranitrobenzaldehyde employed in. the 
above reaction was prepared by the action of lead nitrate and nitric 
acid on paranitrobenzyl chloride. 

The following are good lecture experiments : — Rosaniline is obtained 
when a hot alcoholic solution of chloranil is poured into a hot freshly 
prepared solution of leucaniline in alcohol. Tetramethyldiamidotri- 
phenylmethane gives benzaldehyde green under similar circum- 
stances. Other leuco-bases also behave in a similar manner. 

T. 0. 

Some Compounds of the Leuco-base from Cuminol and 
Dimethylaniline. By J. Ziegler (Per., 13, 786— 788). — The best 
method of obtaining the base described by 0. Fischer (Per., 12, 
1688) is to digest cuminol and dimethylaniline for a day with zinc 
chloride and a little water at 120°. The hydrochloride is obtained by 
passing a stream of dry hydrochloric acid gas into a solution of 
the base in anhydrous ether or light petroleum. A white crystalline 
and extremely hygroscopic powder separates out. When driod over 
sulphuric acid in a vacuum it consists of C 20 H 32 .N 2 . 2 HCl. 

The jpicraie, CaeH^Na + 2 C 6 H 2 (N 02 )vOH (m. p. 156°), is formed 
when an alcoholic solution of the base is mixed with picric acid. It 
consists of fine green crystals, which explode when heated to 220 °. 

The methiodide, CjsBW^CHsI, obtained by heating the base for 
a day at 115° with methyl iodide and methyl alcohol under pressure, 
consists of snow-white crystals (m. p. 200 °), easily soluble in hot 
water. 

The platinochloride, CsaHajNafHCl^ 4* PtCU, is a yellow crystalline 
body, which is sparingly soluble in water, and still less so in alcohol 
and ether. 

When the base is mixed with strong nitric acid and the solution diluted 
with water, a yellowish body is obtained, which on repeated crystal- 
lisation from acetic acid yields bright yellow acioular crystals (m. p. 
206°). Apparently it is a hexnitrotetramefchyldiamidohiphcnylmo- 
thane. The leuco-base yields colouring matters on oxidation, which 
closely resemble tbe green from benzaldehyde. The picrato is rnoRt 
easily purified. All the salts of the colouring matter are characterised 
by a bright red metallic lustre. G. T. A. 

Supplementary Notice on New Colouring Matters. By W. 
v. Miller (Per,, 13, 803). — Compounds similar to those described by 
the author have been obtained by Caro and Schraubo, and also by 
Griess (Annalen, 137, 84), who assigned to them the type — 

Ph*N : n.c 8 h 3 (nh2).n : nxubwt : NPh. 

G. T. A. 

Homologues of Phosphenyl Chloride. By A. Mtgitaelis and 
C. Pahek (Per., 13, 653— 656).— Phostoh/l chloride , aH Y PCl,. The 
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presence of a small quantity of water is necessary in the formation 
of this compound from a mixture of phosphorus trichloride, toluene, 
and aluminium chloride (ibid., 12, 1009) ; the best yield (56 grams) is 
obtained by taking the following proportions : — 150 grams toluene, 
200 grams phosphorus trichloride, 30 grams aluminium chloride, and 
1 c.c. water. Pure phostolyl chloride forms crystalline masses of long 
needles (m. p. 20°, b. p. 245°). TotyVphosphorous acid , O7H7PO2H3, is 
obtained by decomposing phostolyl chloride with water ; it crystallises 
from alcohol in monoolmic tables (m. p. 104°). Tolylphosphinic add, 
C^PO-ft, crystallises in needles (m. p. 188°). Phostolyl tetrachloride, 
G7H7PCI4, is obtained by the direct combination of chlorine with phos- 
tolyl chloride. ,On heating in sealed tubes at 200° it gives monochlor- 
benzyl chloride, phosphorus trichloride, phostolyl chloride, and hydro- 
chloric acid, 2C 7 H 7 PCl4 == C 7 H 6 C1 3 + C 7 H 7 PC1 2 + PC1 8 + 2HC1. 
This does not decide whether phostolyl chloride is Ph.OH2.PCb, or 
CeEbMe.PCb, although as the reaction only takes place at 200° it 
appears more probable that the chlorine attacks the methyl radicle, 
and that the compound is a true phostolyl chloride. 

Phosxylochloride, CsHgPCb, and the acids CbH 9 P0 2 H 2 and CJEI0PO8H2, 
have also been prepared. T. 0. 

Bromonitro- and Bromamido-anisoil. By W. Staidel and 
G. Damm (Bar,, 13, 838 — 839). — Mo nobromop aranitranisotl, 

C 6 H 3 Br(]NO a ).OMe, 

prepared by heating potassium monobromoparanitrophenate with 
methyl iodide and methyl alcohol, crystallises in white neodles (m. p. 
106°), soluble in alcohol and ether. On reduction with tin and hydro- 
chloric acid it yields monobromoparanisidine hydrochloride . The free 
base, C 6 H 3 Br (NH 2 ) .OMe, is an oily liquid, insoluble in water, but dis- 
solving freely in alcohol and ether. Its salts are crystalline. 

Dibro mop ar anisidine, CaHaBr^NHa) .OMe, prepared by the reduc- 
tion of dibromoparanitranisoxl (m. p. 126°) is a .white solid body, 
soluble in alcohol, ether, and benzene. It combines with hydrochloric, 
sulphuric, and oxalic acids, forming salts, which crystallise in white 
needles. W. 0, W. 

Orthanisidine. By O. Mulhauser ( Per ., 13, 919 — 924). — Orth* 
anisidine , NH2.OsH4.OMe, prepared by the reduction of orthouitranisoil 
(b. p. 276*5°) by ammonium sulphide, boils at 228°. The hydro- 
chloride, hydrobromide, and acid sulphate, form colourless crystals, 
soluble in water and alcohol. The neutral sulphate has not yet been 
obtained. Acetaniside, NHic.OaH4.OMe, formed by the action of 
acetic anhydride on anisidine, is a pearly, crystalline substance, solu- 
ble in glacial acetic acid and in hot water. It melts at 79°, and boils 
at 305 . When water is added to a solution of this compound in 
strong nitric acid, dinitracetamside, NH Ac. C 6 H 3 (N 0 2 ) %. OMe is pre- 
cipitated. On recrystallisation from alcohol, it is obtained in yellow 
crystals (m. p. 147°). Dianisylcarbamide and anisidine hydrochloride 
are deposited when carbonyl chloride is passed through a solution of 
anisidine in benzene. After removing tke latter substance by treat- 
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ment with dilute hydrochloric acid, the carbamide is recrystallised 
from alcohol. The crystals which are colourless melt at 174°. 
Monanisylcarbamide , NH 2 .CO.NH C 6 Hi.OMe, prepared by tho action 
of potassium cyanate on an aqueous solution of anisidino hydrochloride, 
forms colourless crystals (m. p. 146*5°), soluble in hot water and 
alcohol. 

Bianisylthiocwrbamide, SC(NH.C 6 Hi.OMe) 2) produced by warming 
anisidine and alcoholic potash with an excess of carbon bisulphide, 
crystallises in white needles (m p. 134*5°) soluble in hot alcohol. 
Monanisylthioca^rbarmde, NH 2 .CS.lTH.C 6 H 4 .OMie, is precipitated on 
warming a mixture of anisidine hydrochloride and potassium thio- 
cyanate. It crystallises in needles, which melt at 152°. 

On oxidation with chromic mixture, anisidine yields a substance 
which forms yellow crystals (m. p. 138°) haying a penetrating odour. 

W. C. W. 

Benzamidophenolsnlphonic Acids and Amides of the Amido- 
phenolsulphonic Acids. By J. Post and L. Holst (. Ber 13, Cl 7 — 
619). — The same hydrogen atom is replaced by the HS0 3 group, 
whether nitrophenol (ortho- or para-) or the corresponding amido- 
phenol is converted into the sulphonic compound. This can be best 
shown in the case of the benzamidophenolsulphonic acids, as they 
form well characterised salts. These benzoic derivatives are obtained 
in the ordinary way by the use of benzoic chloride. For the prepara- 
tion of the anilides of the amidophenohulphonie acids, the unstable 
sulphochlorides are first obtained by the action of phosphorus penta- 
chloride, and then converted into the more stable anilides by means 
of aniline. The compounds (both in the ortho- and para-serios) 
derived from nitrophenol and from the corresponding amidophenol, 
are in all cases identical. Sodium benzamidophenolsulphonate , 

C 6 H 3 (0H)(NH.C0.C 6 H 6 ).S0 3 Na + 4£ aq. 

crystallises in needles, which are easily soluble in water and alcohol. 
Barium salt [G 8 H 3 (OH)(NH.CO.C 6 H 6 )-SOj] 2 Ba, crystallises in 
brilliant, colourless spangles, which are sparingly soluble in alcohol 
and water. Strontium salt crystallises with 4| aq. in colourless, scaly 
crystals, which are veiy sparingly soluble in water and alcohol. 
Oalcium salt also crystallises with 4| aq , and is similar to tho stron- 
tium salt. Anilide of amidoph en olsitlphov ic add, 

C 6 H 3 (OH) (NH a ) .SO a NHPh, 

forms colourless needles (m. p. 205°), which are easily soluble in 
alcohol, glacial acetic acid, and benzene, but insoluble in ether and in 
light petroleum. All the above compounds are derived from orthamido- 
phenolsnlphonic acid. The anilide of par amidophenol sulphonic acid, 
U e Hs( 0 H)NH 3 .S 02 NHPh, derived from paramidophonolsul phonic 
acid, consists of colourless, compact crystals (m. p. 98°), which are 
easily soluble in alcohol, glacial acetic acid, and benzene, but insoluble 
in light petroleum and in ether. T. 0. 

a-Dinltrophenyl Ether. By 0. Willgerout (Ber., 13, 887).— 
cc-Dinitrophenyl ether, 0 (CeH 3 .N 02 .NG 3 )a [1 : 2 : 4] is prepared by 
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heating equal parts of potassium a-dinitrophenate and a-dinitrochloro- 
benzene, in sealed tubes at 150 — 200°. The crude product is washed 
with water, and boiled with alcohol to remove impurities. Tho pure 
residue is a colourless, crystalline substance (m. p. 195°), soluble in 
hot amyl alcohol, benzene, chloroform, and glacial acetic acid, but 
insoluble in alcohol. Boiling potash converts it into potassium di- 
nitrophenate. W. 0. W. 

Oxidation of Substituted Phenols. By 0. Magatti (Ber., 13, 
224 — 228). — In his paper on the ethylenic ethers of pyrogallol ( Bev ., 
12, 1860) the author stated that by oxidising diphenol in solution in 
glacial acetic acid, be had obtained a brown amorphous substance, 
which dissolved with blue colour in concentrated sulphuric acid. This 
substance he suspected to be the simplest analogue of cedriret ; but ho 
has not been able to obtain it in a form suitable for analysis. It is 
not formed if the acetic acid solution is heated, nor if nitric acid is 
used as the oxidant. An alcoholic solution of diphenol also gives a 
violet precipitate, soluble with blue colour in sulphuric acid. 

A better result is obtained by oxidising tetrabromodiphenol. To 
prepare this body, bromine is added to diphenol dissolved in warm 
acetic acid until the colour no longer disappears, and 'the mixture is 
heated. Tetrabromodiphenol, Ci2& 6 Br 4 0 2 , then separates in felted 
needles, which may be purified by repeated crystallisations from abso- 
lute alcohol (m. p. 264°). It is insoluble in water, sparingly soluble 
in alcohol, ether, and sulphuric acid, but is easily dissolved by alkalis. 
By digestion with acetic anhydride and sodium acetate for two hours, 
it is converted into a diacetyl derivative, OiaHiAcjB^Oa (m. p. 245°). 

Oxidising agents differ in their action on tetrabromodiphenol. 
Potassium dichromate and nitric acid give red precipitates in the 
acetic acid solution ; potassium ferricyanide gives a blue, and bromine 
water a dirty brown precipitate with its solution in alkali. All 
these precipitates are soluble in strong sulphuric acid with blue colour, 
soou passing into brown ; but none could be obtained pure. When, 
however, a little red fuming nitric acid is addod to a solution of 
3 grams of tetrabromodiphenol in 100 of acetic acid, and heated to 
95°, the mixture becomes deep red, and on cooling deposits crystalline 
soales, which are dark red-brown by transmitted light, deep steel-blue 
by reflected light. This substance has tho composii ion CisHiBr^O*. It is 
insoluble in all the ordinary menstrua, and cannot bo fused without 
decomposition. Its solution in sulphuric acid is violet, and gives a 
brick-red precipitate on the addition of water. Digestion with sul- 
phurous aoid reconverts it into tetrabromodiphenol. It has doubtless 
a constitution analogous to that of cedriret, and may be named tetra- 
bromodiphenolquinone. 

C 6 H 2 Br*0 CeH*(OMe) a O 

C 8 H s Br 2 i OJE s (OMe)>i 

Tetrabromodiphenolquinone. Cedriret. 

The compound obtained from triiodophenol by Kammerer and 
Benziger (Ber., 11, 557) is possibly similarly constituted. 



644 


ABSTRACTS OF CHEMICAL PAPERS. 


fT 


Teta&Zwocfop&flwoZ, CisHiChO* (m. p. 28S°), is easily prepared by 
treating diphenol, suspended in much acetic acid, with a stream of 
chlorine. The diphenol is soon dissolved, and tho chlorine compound 
subsequently separatos. After washing with acetic acid and crystalli- 
sation from highly dilute alcohol, it forms transparent needles. Treated 
as above described with a little nitric acid, it yields tetrachlorodiphenol- 
quinone, C 13 H 4 CI 4 O 2 , having all tho characters of the bromine com- 
pound, but giving a blood-red solution with sulphuric acid. This 
solution becomes colourless when slowly heated to 100 °, and deposits 
a body which crystallises in needles. Ch. B. 

Compounds of Benzotrichloride with Phenols and Tertiary 
Aromatic Bases. By 0. Doebneb (Ber., 13, 610 — 614). — The name 
benzein is proposed for the class of compounds described in former com- 
munications (ibid., 11, 1236; 12, 1462 ). — Resorcinolbenzein is obtained 
by gently warming 1 mol. benzotrichloride with 2 mols. resorcinol, 
finally on a paraffin-bath at 180 — 190°. The product is extracted with 
water, to take up unchanged resorcinol, the residue dissolved in soda, 
and then precipitated by acetic acid. The yellow crystalline product 
thus obtained is recrystallised from a mixture of alcohol and glaoial 
acetic add, from which resorcinolbenzein separates in large prisms. 
These crystals appear yellow by transmitted, and violet-red by refleotod 
light; an analysis of the substance dried at 100 ° led to the formula 
OsaHaoOs. The compound, when precipitated from alkaline solution 
by an add, is easily soluble in alcohol, whilst the crystals obtained as 
above described are only very sparingly soluble in this solvent, but 
more easily on the addition of an add. This solution has a yellowish- 
red colour, and fluoresces like fluorescein. By quick cooling of the 
acid alcoholic solution, the compound separates as concentric groups 
of yellow needles, hut by slow cooling the prisms above described 
are obtained. It is insoluble in water, ether, and benzene. On heating 
at 130° it loses water, and then has the composition = 

2(C w H u G dl + HaO) ; at temperatures above 200° Miller decomposi- 
tion occurs. 

Tefrahjdroxytriphmylmeilime, CHPh[OflH ( j(OH) a ] i * — Bosorcinol- 
benzeln, when acted on. by reducing agents, undergoes a change simi- 
lar to phenolbenzein, and gives tetrahydroxytriphonylmethuno, which 
crystallises from alcohol in colourless needles (m. p. as 171°), It is 
sparingly soluble in water, easily soluble in alcohol, other, and glacial 
acetic add. It dissolves in alkalis to a colourless solution, and is ropro* 
cipitated in the crystalline state on the addition of an acid ; on oxida- 
tion or on heating, it is reconverted into resorcinolbenzein ; its alkaline 
solution is coloured yellowish-brown by potassium ferrioyanido. 

Tetrabromoresorcinolbenzeiii, CuHioBraO*, is obtained by passing bro- 
mine vapour into an alcoholic solution of resorcinolbenzein, or bettor, 
by adding the calculated amount of bromine dissolved in glaoial 
acetic acid. It forms a fiery red powder, which is insoluble in 
water, and only very sparingly soluble in alcohol, glacial acetic 
add, and other solvents, and could not therefore be obtained in 
the crystalline state. Its alkaline salts are sparingly soluble in 
water, but easily in alcohol, yielding a pomegranate-red solution 
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similar to those of the eosin salts ; this solution dyes silk and wool like 
eosin ; its spectrum also greatly resembles that of the latter body. An 
attempt to obtain an acetyl compound of resorcinolbenzein was unsuc- 
cessful. Resorcinolbenzein is not taken up by acids, or by alkaline 
sulphites, in this respect differing from phenolbenzein. 

As in the case of phenol and resorcinol, 1 mol. of benzotrichloride 
combines with 2 mols. of the other phenols, forming dyestuffs belonging 
to the triphenylmothane group. Those with the cresols, pyrocatechol, 
quinol, orcinol, and ^-naphthol are yellow or yellowish-red bodies; 
that with pyrogallol, on the other hand, is blue; and that with 
a-naphthol green. The great similarity of the compounds of the 
phenols with benzotrichloride on the one hand, and with phthalio acid 
on the other, appears to show that the latter are like the former, 
derivatives of triphenylmethane, thus : — 


Ph.CH(C fi H 4 .OH) 2 . OH CH(CflH 4 .0H) 3 . 

Bioxytriphenylmethane. Leucaurin. 


OOOH.OoH 4 .OH(OeH i .OH) 3 . 

Phenolphthaleln. 


T. 0. 


A Product obtained by the Action of Aqua Regia oul 
O rcinol. By S. Reymann ( B&r ., 13, 809 — 811). — This body is the 
chlorine substitution-product of Liebermann’s colouring matter 
C2iH 18 H s 0 8 , obtained by the action of nitrous acid on orcinol. It con- 
sists of CaiHnClHiOs. Resorcinol, under similar conditions, yields 
two bodies, of which one is probably analogous in composition to the 
above, whilst the other contains no chlorine. The first one dissolves 
in alkalis, with a pure blue colour. G. T. A. 


Oxidation of Benzoic and Acetic Carbinols. By A. Breuer 
and T. Zihcke (B&r., 13, 685 — 641). — B&nzoylcarbmol , Ph.C0.0H 2 0H, 
gives benzoic aldehyde and benzoic acid when oxidised with silver 
solution (compare ibid., 10, 1486; this Journal, 1878, Abstr., 223). 
By oxidation with copper sulphate and soda, however, it gives chiofiy 
mandelic acid, CPhH(OE).COOH (m. p. 115--118 0 ), together with 
small quantities of benzoylformic and benzoic acids. The formation of 
mandelic acid is represented as follows -(1.) Ph.C0.0H a .0H a= 
Ph.CQH + H.COH. (2.) Ph.COH + H.COH = Ph.CH(0H).00H. 
The mandelic aldehyde is then oxidised to the corresponding acid by 
the copper sulphate. The melting point of methyl mandelate is 48°, 
and not 114°, as stated by Naquet and Louguinino (Aivnulm, 139, 
301). Eor the determination of the products of oxidation of aceiyl- 
carbinol, the acetate or benzoate must be employed, as the acetyl- 
carbinol itself cannot be obtained in the pure state. 

Acotylcarbinol acetate , Me.CO.CHg.OAc (b. p. = 172°), was pre- 
pared by adding 5 parts of monochloracetone gradually to a warm 
solution of 8 parts of anhydrous potassium acetate in 20 parts o£ 
alcohol. Ethyl acetate and a liquid boiling at 125 — 135° (mesityl 
oxide ?) are also obtained at the same time. Acetylcarbinol acetate 
thus prepared agrees in every respect with that obtained by Henry 
(B&r., 5, 966). 

VOL. XXXVIII. 2 8 
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Acetylcarbinol benzoate , Me.CO.OH 3 .OSz, was obtained like the 
acetate. It is a slightly yellow aromatic liquid (b. p. = 189 — 190° at 
50 — 60 mm. ; 200 — 201* at 80 — 90 mm. ; and 263— 264° at the ordi- 
nary pressure, in the last case with slight decomposition), which on 
long standing becomes crystalline, forming colourless needles (m. p. 
24°). These are easily soluble in ether, alcohol, &c. ; but only sparingly 
soluble in cold water, more easily in hot. 

Acetylcarbinol acetate on oxidation with soda and copper sulphate, 
gives lactic acid, together with a small quantity of pyrotartario acid. 
It is probable that all compounds containing the group — CO.CH 2 .OH 
will, under similar circumstances, give bodies with the group 
-CHiOH).COH. T. C. 

Pinacones and Pinacolins. By W. Th&rner and T. Zinckw 
(B er., 13, 641 — 647). — A continuation of the authors’ previous work 
on this subject (Ber., 10, 1473; 11, 65, 1396, 1988; this Journal, 
Abstr., 1878, 223, 425, 874; and 1879, 317). From their results, they 
draw the following general conclusions : — All ketone-pinacones, when 
exposed to a high temperature, split up into a ketone and an iso- 
alcohol. With those pinacones containing a benzene radicle, this de- 
composition takes place easily ; whereas in the case of those containing 
paraffin radicles, it only occurs with considerable difficulty. To the 
pinacones there correspond two kinds of pinacolins, of which the 
one (fi ) can be easily obtained ; whilst the other (a) is only obtained 
with difficulty, and then only from those pinacones which contain a 
benzene radicle. Both pinacolins can also be obtained directly from 
the ketones, although up to the present the a-pinacolin has only been 
got from purely aromatic ketones ; those on the other hand, which, 
like acetophenol, contain also paraffin radicles, give only jS-pinacolins, 
and that not directly in the case of those ketones which bolong en- 
tirely to the paraffin series. No pinacone is known which partakes at 
the same time of the character of a true diatomic alcohol. T. 0. 

Crystalline Form of Benzyl Orthothioformate. By M. 
Dennstedt (Ber., 13, 238 — 240).— This substance crystallisos in the 
rhombic system a z b : 0 = 0-9978 : 1 : 0-9900 ; observed forms, 300, 
010, 001, Oil, 101, 021, 201. C. E. O. 

Occurrence of Vanillin in Raw Sugars. By E. O. v. LimiANN 
(Ber., 13, 662 — 665). — The author, like Scheibler (Bar , 13, 335 ; this 
vol., 467), finds that vanillin occurs in certain kinds of raw sugar. 

T. 0. 

Dioxybenzophenone. By W. Staedel and E. Sauer (Ber., 13, 
836). — ] 3-dioxybenzophenone, C 13 H 10 O 3 , is prepared by tho action of 
dilute sulphuric acid and potassium nitrite on flavine obtained by the 
reduction of dinitrobenzophenone (m. p. 148°). It crystallisos in 
white needles (m. p. 161°), which are more soluble in water than the 
crystals of a-dioxybenzophenone ( Ber 11 , 746). The ethereal salt, 
OisHgOsSzs, which is formed by the action of benzoic chloride on 8 - 
dioxybenzophenone, is deposited from an alcoholic solution in silky 
leaves (m. p. The diacetic compound, CiaHaOsAc* (m. p. 90°), 
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also crystallises in plates. /3-dioxybenzophenone is decomposed by 
fusion with, potash, forming phenol and paroxybenzoic acid. 

w. o. w. 

Nitrobenzoic Acids. By A, Claus (Ber, 13, 891 — 890). — A 
considerable quantity of Fittica’s “ lemon yellow ” mononitrobenzoic 
acid (Ber., 11, 1207, and this Journal, Absfcr., 1878, 980) was pre- 
pared, and was shown to possess no constant melting point. By re- 
peated fractional recrystallisation, it was separated into meta- and 
ortho-nitrobenzoic acids. W. 0. W, 

Metaparadinitrobenzoic Acid by Nitration of Paranitro- 
benzoic Acid. By A. Claus and W. Halberstadt (Ber., 13, 815 — 
817). — By the action of a mixture of 1 part of fuming nitric acid and 
2 parts of fuming sulphuric acid on paranitrobenzoic acid in a closed 
tube, the authors obtained a mixture of ortho- and meta-paradinitro- 
benzoic acids. The two acids can be separated with some difficulty by 
means of the barium salts, that of the latter acid being more sparingly 
soluble. 

Metaparadinitrobenzoic acid melts at 161° (uncor.), is easily soluble 
in ether, alcohol, and hot water, but sparingly ro in cold water. It 
crystallises in small colourless stellate groups, which contain no water 
of crystallisation. Its solution in hot water has an intensely bitter 
taste. It sublimes unchanged, but explodes when heated on platinum 
foil. The barium salt crystallises in white radiating masses, and con- 
tains 4H a O. The calcium salt consists of small white plates, becoming 
yellow at 180°, and losing 8 mols. H 2 0 at 136°. The potassium, 
sodium, and ammonium salts are very soluble, but have not been ob- 
tained in the crystalline state. 

By heating paranitrobenzoic acid in closed tubes with bromine and 
water up to 200°, the authors have obtained a brominated compound ; 
but whether this is brominated nitrobenzoic acid is doubtful. 

G. T. A. 

Orthohydrazinbenzoie Acid. By E. Fischer (Ber., 13, 679 — 
682). — This acid, together with a small quantity o£ orthodiazobenz- 
imide (m. p. 144°, Zeits.f. Chem., 1867, 1G4), is obtained from anthra- 
nilic acid in a similar manner to phenylhydrazine. It crystallises 
from hot water in fine needles, which are much less soluble in alcohol 
and ethor than in water. On oxidation, it behaves like the primary 
hydrazines, and is completely decomposed with evolution of gas by 
Febling’s solution, and by mercury and silver salts even in the cold. 
The hydrochloride , CqH^COOH) .NH.NH a .HCl, crystallises from hot 
water, in fine white needles, which are easily soluble in hot water, less 
soluble in alcohol, and almost insoluble in ether. The salts of ortho- 
hydrazinbenzoic acid are easily soluble, and its alkaline solution may 
be boiled for some time without any marked decomposition. 

00 

Uydraziribmzoic anhydidde, is obtained by warm- 

ing the acid with strong hydrochloric acid, or better by heating the 
acid alone at 220 — 230° in an atmosphere of carbonic anhydride. It 
separates from alcohol in colourless compact crystals, which are 
sparingly soluble in water, alcohol, and ether. By Careful heating, it 

2 # 2 
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melts and sublimes in colourless needles, but is partially decomposed 
when rapidly heated. It no longer has basic properties, but dissolves in 
alkalis and decomposes carbonates. It is more stable towards oxidising 
agents than the ordinary hydrazine bases, and is not acted on by Fohling’s 
solution or by mercuric salts. Silver nitrate throws down a whito precipi - 
tate of the silver salt, consisting of fine needles, which are decomposed 
on boiling. The anhydride reduces ammoniacal silver solutions. 

T. C. 

Anthranilie Acid from Orthonitrotoluene. By P. Gruff 
(Per., 13, 288 — 290). — The presence of the nitro-group in tho ortho- 
position in orthonitrotoluene appears to render the methyl-£roup less 
susceptible of change. Thus Wachendorff ( 'Annalen , 185, 259) found 
that the latter was unaffected by chlorine or bromine even at a 
high temperature, these elements attacking the benzene nucleus. 
Amongst the products of the action of bromine, he noticed a body 
soluble in alkalis, which he erroneously took to be dibromonitrotolueno. 
On repeating WachendorfE’s experiment, the author finds this body to 
he paramdabromorthoamidobemoic acid , OeHjBraClTB^.COOH, isomeric 
with dibr omanthranili c acid and with dibromnitrotoluene. A singular 
interchange of hydrogen and oxygen between the methyl and nitro- 
groups takes place during the reaction, which hence may be used for 
preparing anthranilio acid. This is effected by allowing 2 mols. of 
bromine to drop gradually into orthonitrolnene heated at 170°. 
Hydrobromic acid is rapidly given off, and so much heat developed 
that external heating is unnecessary when the weight of substance 
exceeds 200 grams. From the solid mass obtained on cooling, tho 
acid may be separated by sodium carbonate ; the yellowish-white mass 
deposited on adding an aoid may be converted into barium salt by foil- 
ing with barium carbonate, and the acid precipitated from the filterod 
solution, crystallised from alcohol (m. p. 225°). By treating its alka- 
line solution with sodium amalgam in the cold, anthranilio (ortho- 
amidobenzoic) acid is easily formed (m. p. 145°) : this yields salicylic 
aoid when treated with nitrous acid, and aniline when distilled with limo. 

The brominated acid is probably identical with Hiibncr’s dibrom- 
anthranilic acid (m. p. 225°) from dibromobenzoie acid ; an isomerido 
(m. p. 195°) has been similarly prepared by Hiilmer (Itrr., 10, 1706). 

Wachendorff did not obtain acid bodies by brominating para- and 
meta-nitrotulene. 

In the above reaction, nitrobenzyl bromide is perhaps first formed : 
the passage of this into anthranilio acid would thon bo analogous to 
the conversion of benzyl chloride into benzoic acid by tho action of 
nitric acid. A similar oxidation of the methyl-group of toluidino 
occurs in the so-called nitrofuchsine-melt ; and tho formation of 
chlorinated bases when certain nitro- compound a are roduced by tin 
and hydrochloric acid, and that of dichloramidophenol by tho action 
of hydrochloric acid on nitrosophenol, are also cases in point. 

Ch. B. 

Aromatic Products of the Animal Body. By fl. Baumann 
13, 279— 285).— Hydroparacoumaric acid being the first, and 
under the conditions given by the author (Ber., 12, 1452), tho final 
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putrefaction product of tyrosine, putrefaction affords a convenient 
method of preparing it. 20 grams of tyrosine thus yield 12 grams of 
hydroparacoumaric acid. Salkowski has shown ( Bet\ , 13 , 189) that 
whon it occurs amongst the decomposition-products of albumin, it is 
also derived from previously-formed tyrosine. 

The homologous parahydroxyplienylacetic acid is also generated 
during the digestion of albumin, and may be detected in the mine by 
evaporating 5 — 10 c.c. with hydrochloric acid to remove phenols, and 
extracting with ether. With Millon’s reagent the ethereal extract gives 
the red colour characteristic of hydroxy-acids. The acid may be pre- 
pared by evaporating 25 litres of urine to 1^ litres, strongly acidifying 
with acetic acid and shaking with ether, a little alcohol being added to 
decompose the emulsion which frequently forms. The extract, freed 
from acetic acid, is again dissolved in water and exhausted with ether. 
The portion of this second extract, soluble in water, gives with basic 
lead acetate a precipitate of lead parahydroxypheuylacetate, from 
which the acid may be liberated by sulphuretted hydrogen, and puri- 
fied by crystallisation from water and benzene (m. p. 148°). About 
4 gram of crude acid is thus obtained. Hydroparacoumaric acid 
(m. p. 126 — 127°) is occasionally obtained from the urine by the same 
process : it separates more slowly and incompletely from hot benzene 
than its homologue. 

Parahydroxypheny lacetic acid might be supposed to owo its origin 
to an amido-acid, C e H 9 N0 8 , homologous with tyrosine, especially since 
Schutzenberger has detected numerous amido-acids of the fatty series 
amongst the decomposition-products of albumin ; the author shows, 
however, that tyrosine alone is produced when horn-clippings are 
boiled with dilute sulphuric acid. 

In order, if possible, to detect some of the transitiou-products 
between hydroparacoumaric acid and phenol (Iter., 12, 1453), 5 grams 
of the former were administered to a man in whose urme hydroxy- 
acids and phenols were normally present only in minute quantities. 
On subsequently examining the urine, it was found that the greater 
part of the acid had been destroyed; a small part (*8 gram) was 
obtained unchanged ; and a still smaller quantity had been converted 
id to a phenol, obtained as an ethereal sulphate. Parahydroxyphonyl- 
acetic acid could not be detected. 

That portion of the ethereal extract from urine, obtained as above 
described, which was sparingly soluble iu water, contained oily acids 
which reacted with nitric aciu like indole, and on prolonged contact 
with putrosoent substance yielded a considerable amount of skatole, 
but no indole. These nitrogenous acids dissolve in hydrochloric acid, 
and are rcsinified when boiled with it. They are probably the sources 
of skatole and indole in the urine, and in decomposed albumin ; since 
after either has been boiled with hydrochloric acid and the precipitated 
resins removed, the bases are no longer obtained by putrefaction : and 
putrescent albumin, not so far decomposed as to contain indole after 
being agitated with ether, does not yield indole on further putrefac- 
tion ; whilst the ethereal extract, when neutralised with sodium 
carbonate and diluted with water, yields that base on standing in the 
incubator lor six dayB. Oh. B. 
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History of Phenylacetamide. By A. Bernthsen (Ber., 13, 817) 

B^ferring to Beimer’s paper in Ber., 13, 741, tlie author states that 
plienylacetamide (alphatoluylamide) was prepared by Weddige 
(Stcedel’s Jahresb., 1878, 324), and by himself ( Armalen , 184, 294 and 
316) from benzyl cyanide. 0. T. A. 

Phlobaphene. By 0. Botiinger ( Annalen , 202, 2G9 — 287). — 
Phlobaphene is identical with the red substance (oak red), obtained 
by boiling' quercitannic acid with dilute acids ; it has the formula 
(ChH 10 O 6 ) 2 .H 2 O, and forms a reddish-brown powder insoluble in most 
of the ordinary solvents, but soluble to a considerable extent in solu- 
tion of quercitannic acid; it is also soluble in aqueous alkaliR, yielding 
a reddish-brown liquid, which absorbs oxygen. Acetic anhydride at 
140° converts it into triacetylphlobaphene, CiiH 7 O 0 Ac 3 ; benzoic 
chloride at 130° gives tribenzoylphlobaphene, OuH^OiBzg. On heating 
with strong hydrochloric or hydriodic acid, phlobaphene loses a mole- 
cule of water and one of carbonic anhydride, and is converted into a 
brilliant black powder. This substance appears to be closely rolatod 
to the body obtained by heating pyrogallol at 160 — 180° with strong 
hydrochloric acid, which on analysis gives results agreoing with those 
for a mixture of the two pyrogallol ethers, O 0 H a O{ and C 6 H b Oi, and 
which also appears to be a tanning agent ; the leather it produces is 
black. Schiff has shown {Annalen, 170, 43 ; this Journal, 1874, 270) 
that tannin is the anhydride of carboxylpyrogallol, and from the 
results given above phlobaphene may bo regarded as tho anhydride 
of methylpyrogallol and carboxylpyrogallol — 

C 6 H,(OH) s < ( J > >C a H 2 Me.OH. 

The anthor considers it probable that phlobaphene is the essential 
tanning agent in oak bark. A. J. G . 

Compounds of Phthalic Acid with Phenols. By A. Dahyku 
(Annalen, 202, 36 — 140). — In aformer communication (ibis .Journal, 
31, 196), the author has described several compounds belonging to 
this category. In the introduction, a historical sketch is given of tho 
views held as regards the constitution of those compounds, which 
finally led to the adoption of those given in this Journal (30, 636). 

I. Triphenijhnethane Group. —Derivatives of Diphemjlphthalido . — ■/)/« 
* P pr * * ^ 

pltenylphthalide, Ph a C< q >C, was prepared according to Pviodol 

and Crafts’ method ( Oompt . rewl ., 11th June, 1877) ; it crystallises in 
needles, m. p. 112°, and dissolves in concentrated sulphuric acid, form- 
ing a greenish-yellow solution, becoming violet when heated. 

TripheiiylcarbinolorthoccurboosyliG add, C(OH)Ph ( i.C fl H 1 .COOH — Its 
potassium salt is formed by treating diphenyl phthalido with alcoholic 
potash ; the free acid cannot be obtained as it is immediately resolved 
into diphenylphthalide. It corresponds with tho benzono- ortho-alco- 
holic acid described by Hessert (ibid., 34, 419). 

Triphenylinethanecarboxylic acid , CHPh3.OcH4.OOOH, is preparod by 
reducing the sodium salt of the above acid with zinc-dust ; its forma- 
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tion is expressed as follows : C(OH)Ph a .0 6 H4.COOH + H a = 
CHPh2.O6H4.C9OH + H a O. 

Acids precipitate it from the solutions of its salts, and it crystallises 
from alcohol in large needles (m. p. 155 — 157°). On oxposure to the 
air or by treatment with chromic acid, it is converted into diphonyl- 
phtbalide. Triphenylmethanecarboxylic acid is insoluble in water, 
easily soluble in ether and glacial acetic acid, dilate alkalis and alka- 
line carbonates dissolve it ; it is soluble in hot concentrated alkalis, 
and on cooling the salt separates out. When heated with baryta, it 
yields phenylmethane, which crystallises in needles (m. p. 92*5°), 
and on oxidation yields triphenylcarbinol (m. p. 159°), which was 
converted into rosaniline by E. and 0. .Fischer’ s method (ibid., 34, 
384). 


JI. Anthracene Derivatives of DiphenylphiJirdide. By A. Schellinger 

AH4 

(Annalen, 202, 54 — 65). — Phenijlanthrmol, Ph.C- ^C.OH, is 

x c 0 h/ 

obtained by treating triphenylmethanecarboxylic acid with concentrated 
sulphuric acid, phosphorus pentachloride, or phosphoric anhydride. It 
crystallises from alcohol in yellow needles (m. p. 141 — 144°) ; when 
strongly heated a portion distils, whilst the greater portion carbonises. 
Hot alcohol, light petroleum, and acetone dissolve it, forming yellow 
solutions, from which it separates on cooling. It is easily soluble in 
ether, forming a greenish-yellow fluorescent solution. Cold dilute 
alkalis or alkaline carbonates do not dissolve it, whereas on warming 
they dissolve it, forming yellow solutions, from which acids separate 
a yellow flocculent precipitate. Its composition and properties show 
it to be a phenyl derivative of the anthranol described by Liebermaun 
and Topf (Per., 9, 1201). 

Monacetoph enyl anthranol, CjwHus.OAc, is prepared by heatinsr phenyl- 
anthranol with acetic anhydride ; alcohol, ether, benzene, and acetone 
dissolve it easily, forming blue fluorescent solutions. Concentrated 
sulphuric acid decomposes it into its constituents, whereas it is but 
slightly acted on by dilute alkalis or alkaline carbonates. Prom alco- 
hol, it crystallises in tufts of yellow needles (m. p. 165 — 166°). 

C H * ' 

Phemjlomnthranol , Ph( OH) C < CO, is prepared by oxidising 

phenylanthranol in glacial acetio acid solution with potassium di- 
chromato. On diluting the solution with water, it separates as a white 
curdy precipitate. . It is insoluble in water, but alcohol and similar 
solvents dissolve it easily ; water precipitates it from its alcoholic 
solution in colourless shining leaflets. It crystallises from glacial 
acetic acid in colourless, acute, rhombic plates, which redden on oxpo- 
sure to the ^ air, and melt at 208°. It dissolves in concentrated 
sulphuiic acid with an intense purple-red colour; when heated, it 
becomes blue, the solution producing a strong absorption-band between 
the blue and green, and two weaker ones in the yellow. When heated 
further, it becomes violet ; these colorations are probably due to the 
formation of sulphonic acids. It is related to phenylantfiranol in the 
same way that anthraquinol is to anthranol. A monacctoxyl derivative 
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seems to be produced 'when, phenyloxanthranol is heated with acetic 
anhydride in sealed tubes at 180°. 

CJEL 

Phemjlanthracene, PhC^ -^CH, is prepared by beating pheuyl- 

anthranol, diphenylphthalide, on triphenylmefchanecarboxylic acid with 
zinc-dust. Alcohol, ether, benzene, carbon bisnlpbide, and chloroform 
dissolve it easily on warming, forming solutions having a blue fluores- 
cence, and from which it separates in yellow leaflets (m. p. 152 — 153°) 
on cooling. Concentrated sulphuric acid dissolves it forming a yellow 
solution, which, on heating, becomes brown. When boated, phenyl- 
anthracene distils. Like anthracene, it forms a compound with picric 
acid, and on oxidation yields phenyloxanthr&nol. 

Phenylanthracene dihydride , CmH^, may be prepared by roducing 
phenylanthracene with hydriodic acid, or by the action of the snmo 
reagent on phenyloxanthranol at 150 — 170°, or on triphenylmothaue- 
carboxylic acid at 180 — 200°. The product of theso reactions is 
extracted by ether, shaken up with sulphurous acid, and the ethereal 
solution evaporated. By dissolving the residue in alcohol and evapo- 
rating, it is obtained as an oil, which solidifies to a crystalline mass 
(m. p. 120 — 120*5°) ; it may be distilled without decomposition. Its 
properties are similar to those of anthracene dihydride (Graebc and 
Inebermann, Annalen , Supp. 7, 265), save that it forms a compound with 
picric acid, which may be dne to the presence of a little phonylanthra- 
eene. It dissolves in the same solvents as phenylanthracono, the 
solutions exhibiting a blue fluorescence. On oxidation it yields 
phenyloxanthranol. By the further action of hydriodic acid, higher 
hydrides are formed. 

By treating the solution of phenyloxanthranol in concentrated 
sulphuric acid with benzene, a compound, CJEfmO, is formed, 
thus .* — C20H14O2 + OJEffl == CttHwOfl + H s O. It crystallises from alco- 
hol and benzene in colourless crystals. Phenol forms a similar com- 
pound. 


III. Conversion of DiphenylphthaliJe into I'JtenoJpMntlun . — This 
conversion was effected, as has been stated (this Journal, 36, 030), 
by the replacement of the nitro-groups in dinitrodiplion\ lphthalhio by 
two hydroxyl groups. 

Dinitrodiph emylpn thul irle, C 20 H 12 (NO,) 2 O 2 , is prepared by dissolving 
the phthalide in concentrated nitric acid : water precipitates it from 
this solution in amorphous flocks. It separatos from hot methyl alco- 
hol m the form of oily drops, which solidify and molt at 75— ( J5 U . It is 
probably a mixture of isomeric nitro-denvatives. When heated with 
concentrated sulphuric acid it yields a body resembling alizarin. 

Diarri idodip h euy Iphthal id e, C 6 H 4 1 CO 0(0 6 B 4 .NH < i) 3 , is prepared 

' v o // 

by the reduction of the mtro-derivative, and tho free base procipitated 
from its salts by sodium carbonate. It crystallises from alcohol in 
thick lustrous plates, melting at 179—180° The alcoholic mothor- 
hquors on evaporation yield a small quantity of another body in the 
form of crusts melting at 205°. The chief product, viz., that molting 
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at 179 — 180°, is easily soluble in alcohol and ether (in the crystalline 
state less soluble than when amorphous) ; it is sparingly soluble in ben- 
zene and water, and insoluble in light petroleum. When heated with 
concentrated sulphuric acid, it gives anthraquinol. It dissolves in 
glacial acetic acid with reddish -violet colour, but its solution in hydro- 
chloric acid is colourless. 

When heated with methyl alcohol and hydrochloric acid at 180°, it 
gives a green colouring matter, apparently identical with that obtained 
by 0. Fischer by the action of dimethylaniline on phthalyl chloride, and 
is probably tetrametbyldiamidodiphenylphthalide, C 2 oHi 20 a (NMe 2 ) 2 - 

Nitrous acid converts the diamidophthalide into phenolphthale'in. 

IV. Truphenylm ethane Derivatives of Dhenolphtlialein . — The method 
of preparing phenolphthalein by the action of sulphuric acid on phenol 
and phthalie anhydride has been already described ( 'B&r ., 9, 1230) ; 
it may also be prepared by heating 1^- parts of phthalie anhydride, 
2 of phenol, and 2^ of tin chloride at 115 — 120 u . The hot melt so 
obtained is poured into water, and washed with hot water until all 
phenol is removed. The residue is then treated with soda, and the 
phthalein precipitated from the violet solution by means of acetic acid 
and a little hydrochloric acid ; it separates out as a yellowish-white 
sandy powder, which is purified by precipitating its alcoholic solution by 
water, part separates out in a resinous form, after removal of which 
the phthalein separates out in large crystals. These crystals, which 
may also bo obtained by dissolving it in water or hydrochloric acid at 
150 — 200°, are lance-shaped, and the measurements show them to be 
triclinio. Phthalein is easily soluble in alcohol, methyl alcohol, or 
glacial acetic acid, and crystallises from these solutions in scales. 
Ether dissolves amorphous phthalein easily, but when crystallised 
it is only spaxungly soluble. It melts at 250 — 253°, forming a colour- 
less liquid, which solidifies to a vitreous mass at 217 — 210°. By 
stronger heat, it is decomposed, with liberation of phenol. Concen- 
trated sulphuric acid dissolves it, forming a yellow-rod solution, from 
which it is precipitated by water. Heated with sulphuric acid at 100°, 
a sulpbonic acid is produced, whereas at 200°, oxy anthraquinol is 
formed. Nitric acid yields a nitro- derivative ; no dinitro-dorivativo 
has been obtained. 

Phenolphthalein forms unstable salts ; caustic alkalis and alkaline 
carbonates dissolve it, forming reddish- violet solutions, which have an 
absorption-spectrum between the green and yellow. These solutions 
are decolorised by an excess of caustic alkali, and the oolour restored 
by addition of acid, showing that phenolphthalein might be used in 
alkalimetry. It is also dissolved by ammonia ; on boiling, the ammo- 
nia is expelled and the phthalein separates out. Alum and copper 
salts precipitate unaltered phthalein from its alkaline solutions. The 
silver salt is obtained as a violet amorphous precipitate, which on 
heating becomes crystalline and then decomposes. 

DiaAe&uQ’i/tyheiwtyhthalelti, C&H^ChCAc^, lias been already described 
(Joe. cit.). 

The methyl salt of yh&nolphthalelii has been obtained by heating 1 part 
of phthalein, 0*5 of potash, and 3 of mothyl iodide, with alcohol at 
lUU u ; it is a crystalline compound. 
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Chloride of phenolphthalein or diohlorodiphenylphthalide , C 20 H 12 O 2 CI 2 . 
— To the description {loo. cit.) already given of this body is added 
that when boiled with concentrated sulphuric acid, it yields a com- 
pound, apparently a dichloro-anthraquinol, which when fused with 
soda yields alizarin. 

DicMorodiphenylcarbiriolcarlovyUc acid . — Its potassium compound is 
produced by the action of alcoholic potash on diohlorodiphonyl- 
phthalide. The acid cannot be prepared, as tho dicklorophthalide 
separates out on acidifying its alkaline solution. 

Phenolphthalein dissolves in concentrated sulphuric acid, and if the 
solution is heated on a water-bath, sulphonic acids arc formed ; when 
heated strongly, decomposition takes place, phthalic anhydride and 
lihenolsulphomc acid being formed, which react at 200° to form oxy- 
and erythroKy-anthraquinone. 

Tetrabroviophenolphthalein, C^HaBriOj. — The preparation of this body 
has already been described (Zoc. nit,) ; it crystallises in short prisms, 
melting at 220 — 230°. Its behaviour with caustic alkalis is similar to 
that of phenolphthalein; it is, however, a stronger acid than this 
body, and its solutions in alkalis have a deeper violet colour. Alum 
and copper salts precipitate the bvomopkthalein from its solutions in 
alkalis ; lead salts give a white lead compound, and silver salts a 
bluish- violet precipitate of a silver compound. It dissolves in concen- 
trated sulphuric acid with a light rod colour, and is reprecipitated by 
water ; when strongly heated with sulphuric acid, it givos dibromoxy- 
anthraquinone. Oxidising agents, such as nitric and chromic acids, form 
violet solutions containing a quin one. By the action of nitrous acid, 
part of the bromine is replaced by nitro-groups. 

Diacetotetrabrojnophmolpiithalmii C^HfiB^OiAco, obtained by the 
action of acetic anhydride on tetrabromophthalein, crystallises from 
alcohol in globnlar crystalline masses (m. p. 134i 0 ) ; when carefully 
heated it may be distilled. With sulphuric acid, it behaves similarly 
to the bromophthal ein. 

Jdhenolphthalin , a dioxytriphenylmethmiecarhwylic arid, 

CHCCJE^.O^a.CoUi.OOOir, 

is prepared from phonolphihaloin in the same way as tri phony 1- 
methaneearboxylic acid is from diphonylphiliaUdo. It crystallises 
from water and alcohol in concentrically grouped noodles (m. p. 225*), 
which are moro soluble in water than phthaloin. It is unacted on by 
zinc and soda, also by zinc and hydrochloric aoid in presence of alco- 
hol. Phosphorus and hydriodic acid yield resinous products, whereas 
with sodium amalgam, in presence of an acid, it forms phenol] >htlialol. 
The phthalin has marked acid properties ; it dissolves barium carbo- 
nate, and gives colourless solutions with alkalis, which aro coloured red 
by potassium ferricyanide and permanganate, owing to tho formation 
of phthalein. The aqueous solutions of the phthalin give a colourless 
flocculent precipitate with lead acetate ; its ammoniacal solution, freed 
Irom excess of ammonia, gives a blue precipitate with copper salts, 
and a white flocculent precipitate with silver nitrate, the latter is 
soluble in excess of ammonia. With sulphuric acid, the phthalin 
yields the following characteristic reaction ; it dissolves forming a 
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reddish-yellow solution and on addition of water greenish-yellow flocks 
of phthalidin separate out. The solution in sulphuric acid gives 
a dark green when manganese dioxide is added to it, and the solu- 
tion after diluting with water, yields phthalidein ou extracting it with 
ether. 

Diacetophenolphthalin, C&H^Oe, crystallises from alcohol in colour- 
less needles (m. p. 146°). G-lacial acetic acid dissolves it largely; it 
is sparingly soluble in cold, more easily in warm alcohol. 

Ohloride of JPhenolphflialin, oc-Dichlorotriphenylmethanecarbozylic Add , 
CH( 0 6 H 4 C 1 ) 2 . 06 H 4 .C 00 H.— This body cannot be prepared by the 
direct action of phosphorus pentachloride on phenolphthalin, but is 
obtained by reducing the chloride of the phthalein with hydriodic 
acid, or zinc-dust and soda. Prepared by the former method, and 
crystallised from glacial acetic acid, it forms colourless crystals (m. p. 
195°) ; whilst by the latter method, and crystallisation from alcohol, 
it is obtained in fern-like masses of needles (m. p. 205—206°). 
Alcohol, ether, and acetone dissolve it easily ; it crystallises from alco- 
hol in six-sided tablets. It dissolves easily in alkaline carbonates and 
caustic alkalis, forming salts which are sparingly soluble in alkaline 
solutions. Warm concentrated sulphuric acid dissolves it, forming 
yellow solutions, which rapidly change to green, blue, and finally 
violet. This latter colour is produced instantaneously on adding 
potassium dichromate, and is due to the formation of dichlorophenyl- 
anthranol. 

TetrabrovvpTieriolpliih al in , CH ( 0 6 HJBr 2 .0H) j.O*Hi.O O OH, may be 
prepared like the phthalin by reduction of the brominated phthalein, 
or better still by treating the phthalin in aoetic acid solution with 
bromine. It crystallises in compact needles (m. p. 205°) ; is oasilv 
soluble in alcohol, methyl alcohol, acetone, glacial acetic acid, carbon 
bisulphide, and ether ; it is soluble in warm, and sparingly in cold 
benzene, and also sparingly soluble in chloroform. It dissolves slowly 
in concentrated sulphuric acid with reddish-yellow colour, which 
becomes green owing to the formation of tetrabromophthalidin. 

DiacetijUetrabromnphthalin^ C 2 oH 12 Br 4 04 Ac.a, crystallises in stellato- 
grouped needles, melting at 165 — 166°. 

Phenolphihalol , C^HwOj, is prepared by reducing the phthalin with 
sodium-amalgam and acetic acid until the solution, after acidifying 
with sulphuric acid, ceases to yield a fluorescent solution on extraction 
with ether. It crystallises from dilute acetic acid in largo prismatic 
crystals, and from water, in which it is sparingly soluble, in lance- 
shaped crystals. Alcohol, ether, and acetone dissolve it easily, whilst 
it is insoluble in benzene or chloroform. It melts at 190°, and may be 
distilled. Its alkaline solutions, which are colourless, are oxidised by 
potassium ferricyanide, the phthalein being formed. Its formation 
from the phthalin is expressed as follows : — 

CH(CoH 4 .OH) a .C8H4.COOH + 4H = CH(0 b H4.0H) 3 .0 b H 4 .CH 3 .0H 

+ H*0. 

It is therefore an alcohol, and, like aromatic alcohols when treated 
with concentrated sulphuric acid, it yields condensation-products. Tho 
existence in it of three hydroxyl-groups is shown by the formation of 
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a triacetyl derivative , CmHisOjAcjs, a vitreous mass (m. p. 40°) capable 
of being distilled. It is insoluble in water, but soluble in alcohol, 
ether, and benzene. 


Y. PhenylantTiracene-derivatives of Phenolphthale'in. — Ph&nolphthuli- 
din , oL-dioxyphenylanthranol , GaoHuO*. The production of this body has 
already been described (Ber., 9, 1234). By long-continued action of 
concentrated sulphuric acid, it is converted into sulphonic acids. 
Heated with sulphuric acid at 120°, it forms a dark-green solution 
which, on boiling, becomes red. Its formation is similar to that of 
phenylanthranol from triphenylmethanecarboxylio acid, and to it is 


assigned the constitutional formula: OH. 


/O a H K 

CeHs^OH 


Tetrabromophthalidin , OH.C^ — — -~^O.CflH 2 Br 2 .OH. This body is 

CaH&*.OH 

produced in a similar manner to the above (Zoo. cit .). It dissolves in 
potash solution with a yellow colour, and on warming, the potassium 
salt separates out in green crystals. It is soluble in concentrated 
sulphuric acid with a green colour, which changes to blue when heated 
at 130 — 140°, owing to the formation of tetrabromophthalidem. This 
latter body is also formed by the action of oxidising agents. Biomine 
acts on it, forming a compound which is decomposed by water into 
bromophth alidein, 

Diaoetotetmb romophthalidw , C. 0 Hi : Br 4 O 3 -ic 2 , crystallises from gla- 
cial acetic acid in long hair-like needles. It is easily soluble in chlo- 
roform, benzene, and carbon bisulphide, formiug a green fluorescent 
solution ; water, alcohol, and glacial acetic acid dissolve it but 
sparingly. It melts at 256° ; when heated above its molting point it 
yields bromophenol. 

PJienolphthalidin Chloride, a-Diclilorophenylantlmuiol , C^lI^Ol/). — 
It cannot be prepared by the action of phosphorus pen tachlo ride on 
the phthalidin, bur. is obtained by reducing the phtkalulem chloride 
with zinc and acetic acid, and is precipitated by water from the 
filtered solution as a yellow powder; it molts at about 170°, and may 
be distilled in small quantities. Alcohol and glacial acetic acid dis- 
solve it sparingly, and it crystallises from these solutions in noodles. 
With ether or acetone, it forms a bluisli-greon fluorescent solid ion, 
and it is easily soluble in benzene and carbon bisulphide. Con eon touted 
sulphuric acid dissolves it, forming a reddish-yellow solution, from 
which water precipitates it. Bromine and oxidising agents convert it 
into the phthalidem chloride. 


PhenolhydrophthaUdin chiwide, OH.HC<Q^ 4 ^ i >OH.O 0 H 4 Ol, is 

obtained by the reduction of an alcoholic solution of phthalidin chlo- 
ride with sodium-amalgam. It is easily soluble in other, acetone 
chloroform, and carbon bisulphide, sparingly in cold alcohol, methyl 
alcohol, and glacial acetic acid, but more easily when warm. It melts 
at 56-, and may be sublimed. By the action of concentrated sulphuric 
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acid, it forms condensation-products, dissolving with a yellow, then 
red coloration ; from this solution, ether extracts a body differing from 
the phthalidein chloride. Phenolhydrophthalidin is obtained by re- 
ducing the phthalidein with zinc-dust and soda, or its alcoholic solution 
by zinc and hydrochloric acid. It cannot be obtained in a crystalline 
state ; concentrated sulphuric acid converts it into a red condensation- 
product, and it is oxidised by potassium permanganate to the phthali- 
dein. Bromine converts it into the tetrabromophthalidein. Sodium- 
amalgam and acetic acid reduce it to the phthalol. 

PJienoIphthalidem , tetrabromopJitlialidei n , and their derivatives have 
already been described (ibid., 1235 — 1288). These compounds which 
are formed by the oxidation of the corresponding phthalidins, the 
author regards as derived from phenyloxyanthranol ; phenolphthali- 
dem being dioxyphenyloxanthranol, having ‘the formula — 

It contains three hydroxyl- groups, one of which is, as in the case of 
phenyloxanthranol, with difficulty acted upon by acetic anhydride. 

VI. Action, of Ammonia, on Phevdlphthalem and its Derivatives. By J. 
B. Burkhardt (Annalm, Z02, 111 — 135). — Tho results of the action of 
ammonia on phenol phthale'in, viz., the formation of diimidophenol- 
phthalein, &c., have been described in this Journal (34, 866). 

Ammonia has no action on phenolphtbalin; the brominated deriva- 
tive, it decomposes at 160 — 200°, forming broraophonol. It reacts 
with the ‘phthalidin, forming the phthalidein, which latter is reduced 
by alcoholic ammonia, whereas by aqueous ammonia it is converted 
into a brown insoluble body. The tetrabromophthalidin is decom- 
posed by ammonia at 200° into bromophenol. 

By the action of alcoholic or aquoous ammonia at 150 — 160° on the 
phenol compounds of phenolphthalidein (Ber., 9, 1237), a body is 
obtained crystallising from a mixture of acetone and water in pale 
yellow needles (m, p. 260°), which are easily soluble in methyl and 
ethyl alcohols, but sparingly solublo in chloroform, benzene, and carbon 
bisulphide. It has no basic properties ; its solution in alkalis is colour- 
less, whereas it dissolves in concentrated snlphuric acid with a blue 
colour. Its composition appears to be OsoHiglNOs. 

VII. Ovulation of Tetrabromoplimalplithulem. By 0. Scbraubo 
( Annalen , 202, 121 — 126). — An account of the formation «of the 

f 1 H Br 

bromoquinone'to which the constitutional formula, is 

attributed, has already appeared in this Journal (34, 869). 

VIII. Fusion of Pkthalem and Phthal Id an Derivatives with Potash. 
By J. B. Burkhardt ( Annalen , 202, 126 — 135). — Phenolphthalein 
when fused with potash yields dioxybenzophenone (ibid., 34, 886) ; 
the phthalidin and phthalidein yield tho same product. The phthalin 
is acted on by potash at high temperatures only, and does not yield a 
dioxybenzophenone. 

Tetralrumodiovybenzophenone, C0(0cH 3 Br2.OH)», is obtained by 
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treating the alcoholic solution of dioxybenzophenone with bromine ; it 
is insoluble in water, chloroform, and carbon bisulphide, and sparingly 
soluble in alcohol, glacial acetic acid, methyl alcohol, and acetone. It 
crystallises in long needles or prisms (m. p. 213 — 214° ), and may be 
distilled without decomposition. Alkalis dissolve it, forming colour- 
less solutions. When fused with potash it yields a phenol-like com- 
pound, which is coloured green by ferric chloride ; the tetrabromo- 
phthale'in yields the same body. The existence of two hydroxyl groups 
in bromodioxyphenone is shown by the analysis of its acetyl-deriva- 
tive and of its barium salt, obtained by treating its ammoniacal solution 
with barium chloride. 

Dioxybenzfiydrnl . — This unstable body appears to be formed by the 
reduction of an aqueous solution of dioxybenzophenone by sodium 
amalgam. Since it cannot be obtained in the pure state, the solution 
after reduction is acidified and the product treated at once with acetic 
anhydride. Thus a compound is obtained, apparently tetracetodioxy- 
benzbydrol, (CcH^OAc^HC.CH^H^OAc)* It is insoluble in 
water and light petroleum, easily soluble in hot alcohol and benzene. 
When heated, it is decomposed. Its dark-red solution in concentrated 
sulphuric acid exhibits thick absorption-bands between the blue and 
green, and when heated assumes a brownish-red tint. It is decomposed 
by boiling potash. 


IX. Formation of Oxyavthm quinone from PhenolphtJialein . — An ac- 
count of this has been already given ( Ber 7, 968). Further, the 
formation of dibromoxyanthraqninone from tetrabromopbenolphtha- 
le’in, apd its conversion into alizarin, has been described by the author 
((bid., 9, 1231). Dibromophenol, which is formed at the same time, 
may be prepared by distilling the tetrabromophthalein with concen- 
trated sulphuric acid, diluting the distillate with water, and extract- 
ing with ether. The quinone is removed from the ethereal solution by 
means of lead acetate, and thus a dibromophenol is obtained melting 
at 55 — 56°, ^ differing from 1.2.4 dibromophenol, which melts at 40°. 
Fraude (this Journal, 36, 634) has shown that orthocresolphthalein 
yields only a dibromo-derivalive ; from which the author concludes that 
the methyl-group in orthocresolphthalein occupies the position which 
the second bromine atom takes in tetrabromophenolphthale'in. Again, 
Fraude has obtained from ortbocresolphthale’in a brommethylhydroxy- 
anthraquinone, yielding methylalizarin. Therefore the bromine atom 
in this quinone is in juxtaposition to the hydroxyl-group, and hence 
in tetrabromophenolphthalein both the bromine atoms are next to the 
hydroxyl-groups. So dibromophenol had the constitution CbHsOH.Br^ 
[1.2. 6], and dibromhydroxyanthraquinone — 

Br 

OH 0 

co— d^^boH 

HC <b — CO — 6 d)Br 

Y Y 


P. P. B. 
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PhenyltMocarbimide-glyeollide. By 0. Liebermann and M, 
Voeltzkow (Ber.. 13, 276 — 279). — The experiments of Liebermann 
and Lange (2?er., 12, 1588) have shown that in thiohydantoin and its 
derivatives, which by decomposition easily yield thioglycollic acid, 
HS.CH 2 .COOH, the residue — CH 3 .COOH must be directly united 
with the sulphur, and not with the nitrogen ; and also that in the con- 
version of thiocarbamide into thiohydantoin, the sulphur plays the 
same peculiar part that it does in the formation of the alkylated 
thiamides of Wallacb, Bemthsen, and others, and of Hofmann’s 
chlorinated thiocarbimide. 

To ascertain whether this reaction of sulphur is general, molecular 
weights of chloracetic acid and phenylthiourethane were heated together 
with a little absolute alcohol at 160 — 170°. The following reaction was 
expected to occur : — 

NHPh.CS.OEt + CHaCl.COOH = NPh : C(OEt).S.CH 2 .COOH+HCl, 

but instead of this product the authors obtained a compound derived 
from it by elimination of alcohol, to which the constitution — 

NPh : c<ig5>co ) 

must be assigned. This body is soluble in alcohol and insoluble in 
cold water, but crystallises from boiling water in white plates (m. p. 
148°). It is identical with the compound, C 9 H 7 ]SrSO^ which Lange 
obtained by the action of hydrochloric acid on diphenyl thiohydantoin. 

On boiling with baryta- water, it is almost quantitatively decomposed 
as follows : — 

C7H 7 NS0 3 + 2BaH 2 0 2 = S.CH 2 .COOBa + BaC0 8 + C tt HJN + HA 

It may therefore be regarded as an addition-product of phenylthio- 
carbimide with glycollide, and may be named phenylthiocarbimide- 
glycolide. It cannot be directly formed from these bodies, but is very 
easily produced when phenylthiocarbimide and chloracetic acid (or 
ethyl chloracetate) are heated together with a little alcohol at 160 — 170°. 
In this reaction, however, phenylthiourethane may be formed as an 
intermediate product: and in fact a different reaction appears to occur 
when ether is substituted for the alcohol. 

An i&omeride of this body, acetoxythiocarbimide, has been obtained 
by Hofmann. The two bodies have different character^ : the con- 
stitutional difference between them is shown by the action of alkalis, 
whereby the latter is decomposed into oxythiocarbimide and acetic acid 
(Per., 12, 1126). Oh. B. 

Isoindole. By W. Staedel and F. Kleikschmidt (Ber.,.l 3, 836— 
837). — The best yield of bromacetylbenzene, Ph.CO.CH 2 Br, is obtained 
by all owing bromine to drop slowly into a solution of acetophenone 
(m. p. 20 5°, not 16° as generally stated) in carbon bisulphide. A rapid 
current of carbonic anhydride is passed through the solution, during 
the process, in order to carry off the hydrobromie acid which is 
liberated. When the reaction is completed, the carbon bisulphide is 
renoved by evaporation, and after expelling the hydrobromie acid by 
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a stream of carbonic anhydride, the residue consists of crystals of pure 
bromacetylbenzene (m. p. 50°). Isoindole is obtained in dark-red 
crystals by the action of alcoholic ammonia on the preceding com- 
pound at the ordinary temperature. A vapour- density determination 
at a temperature of 500° gave 6*5 instead of 4*05 for C 8 H 7 N. 

W. O. W. 

Carbazol. By O. Graebe ( Armalen , 202, 19 — 23). — When crude 
anthracene is purified by distillation over potash (Perkin, Journ. Soc. 
Arts , 1879, 339), the residue consists chiefly of a compound of potas- 
sium and carbazol, (CeH^NK, which is also obtained by heating car- 
bazol and potash together at 220 — 240°. Water decomposes it into 
potash and carbazol. Soda forms a similar compound ; the action is, 
however, less complete. P. P. B. 

Some Derivatives of Carbazol. By C. Grab be and B. v. 
Adlerskron (Awnalen, 202, 23—27). — Methylcarbazol, (CbBysNMe, 
is prepared by heating carbazol, potash, and methyliodide in sealed 
tubes at 170 — 190°. It crystallises from hot alcohol in white lustrous 
leaflets; from dilute solutions, it separates out in needles (m. p. 187°). 
It is insoluble in water, sparingly m cold, and easily soluble in hot 
alcohol. Ether dissolves it easily. It does not form salts, and with 
concentrated sulphuric and nitric acids, yields the same coloration as 
carbazol. With picric acid, it forms a compound, (CeH^aNMe 4- 
CeHsCNC^OH, crystallising in dark-red needles, easily soluble in 
alcohol, and melting at 141°. 

Ethylcarbaeol , (CeH^NEt, is prepared in a manner similar to the 
methyl-derivative ; it crystallises from ether, in which it is easily 
soluble, in leaflets (m. p. 67 — 68°) ; cold alcohol dissolves it sparingly, 
hot alcohol more easily : it is insdluble in water. Its picric acid com- 
pound forms light red needles (m. p. 97°) ; easily soluble in alcohol. 

Ethjlcarlazaline is prepared by the action of ethyl iodide on oar- 
bazolineand alcohol at 100° ; it cannot he prepared from ethylcarbazol, 
since phosphorus aud hydriodic acid by their action regenerate car- 
bazol. Ethylc&rbazoline iodide, Oi 3 H u N.EtHT, crystallises in large 
thick tables, easily soluble in hot water. 

Acehjlcarbazoline, C ia H u NAc, formed by heating carbazoline with 
acetic anhydride at 100—120°, crystallises from alcohol in beautiful 
white needles (m. p. 98°). Alcohol and ether dissolve it easily. Ferric 
chloride and chromic acid attack it less easily than carbazol. 

Tetranitrocarbazol, CnHs^NOa)^, is prepared by adding carbazol 
to nitric acid and heating the mixture on the water-bath. It is in- 
soluble in alcohol, ether, and benzene, but soluble in glacial acetic acid, 
from which it crystallises in yellow crystals. It forms a potassium 
compound which is insoluble in water, and is decomposed by acids. 

P. P. B. 

Ohloro-derivatives of Carbazol. By W. Knecht (Annalen, 202, 
27—37). — Trichloracarbazol, CiaHeCljN, is obtained by passing chlorine 
into a solution of carbazol in glacial acetic acid until it assumes a 
green colour, aud then precipitating it with water. It crystallises 
from benzene in greenish needles (m. p. 180°) easily soluble in 
benzene, ether, alcohol, and chloroform. It sublimes in needles, and 
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distils at a temperature near the boiling point of sulphur ; by long- 
continued heating near its boiling point, it is decomposed with 
generation of carbazol. Hydrochloric acid dissolves it with a green 
colour, which is darkened on addition of nitric acid, and disappears 
when warmed. With picric acid it forms an unstable compound, 
crystallising in red needles (m. p. 100°). 

Sex chlorocarbazol, Ci 2 H 8 CleN\ — By the continued action of chlorine 
on a solution of carbazol in glacial acetic acid, the solution becomes 
red, and the addition of water then precipitates this compound. It 
crystallises from benzene in long yellow needles, melting at 225° with 
decomposition. It is easily soluble in benzene, and less soluble in 
alcohol and glacial acetic acid. It can neither be sublimed nor dis- 
tilled. Concentrated sulphuric acid dissolves it, forming a green- 
coloured solution in which traces of nitric acid produce a blue 
coloration, changing to violet, red, and finally yellow. 

OctocJdorocarbazol , Ci 2 C1 6 NTH, is formed by treating the hexaehloro- 
derivative with antimony perchloride ; it crystallises from benzene in 
beautiful white needles (m. p. 275°). It is easily soluble in hot 
benzene, and sparingly soluble in cold alcohol, ether, and glacial acetic 
acid. When suspended in sulphuric acid and treated with nitric acid, 
it yields a blue coloration, and finally a golden yellow. 

The final product of the action of antimony perchloride on octo- 
chlorocarbazol is perchlorobenzene. P. P. B. 

Amidotriphenylmethane. By 0. Fischer and L. Boser (Ber., 
13, 674 — 676). — The previously unknown modification of amidotri- 
phenylmethane is obtained by digesting benzhydrol with aniline 
hydrochloride and zinc chloride at 150°, thus : — 

OHPh 2 .OH + KH 2 Ph = H s O + CHPh J .C 8 H 4 JSna ji . 

It crystallises from ether and light petroleum in prisms or plates 
(m. p. 84°), and forms a compound with benzene, OuHnbT -f C e H e ; 
this crystallises in colourless needles which melt partially at 69° 
with loss of benzene. The platinochloride, CigHnN.IiOl^.P^Ch, is a 
yellow crystalline precipitate, which is only sparingly soluble in hot 
water. The sulphate, chloride, and nitrate crystallise in pearly needleB, 
which are scarcely soluble in water or alcohol. The methiodide, 
CbjHsJSTI, obtained by beating the free base with methyl iodide and 
methyl alcohol at 100°, crystallises in colourless plates (m. p. 184°), 
and is identical with the compound obtained in a similar manner from 
dimethylamidotriphenylmetbane. T. O. 

DiainMotriphenylmethaiie. By O. Fischer (Ber., 13, 665— 
669). — In the author’s first experiment (ibid., 12, 1693) only a small 
quantity of this compound was obtained by the action of benzaide- 
hyde on aniline hydrochloride, in presence of zinc chloride, the chief 
product being a resinous mass. This latter consists essentially of a 
compound of diamidotriphenylmethane with benzaldehyde, which, on 
boiling with dilute sulphuric acid, splits up into the above consti- 
tuents ; the aldehyde distils off, whilst the diamido-compound crys- 
vol. xxxviii. 3 a 
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tallises out as the sulphate. An improved method, depending on this 
fact, is described for obtaining the base in larger quantities. 

Diamidotriphenylmethane forms a colourless compound with ben- 
zene, CwHj^a + Cell* (m. p. 106°), which, on heating to 110° or by 
the action of acids, splits up into benzene and the free base. The ben- 
zene compound is very soluble in light petroleum. The free base 
crystallises in colourless nodules (m. p. 139°) , which are easily soluble 
in ether, alcohol, chloroform, and light petroleum. The sulphate is 
only sparingly soluble in absolute alcohol, and crystallises from dilute 
alcohol in colourless needles. The platimdiloride, CigHis^SHCl.PtCl*, 
is easily soluble in water and in alcohol, but only sparingly soluble in 
ether. The free base is converted into triphenylmethane when treated 
according to B. and 0. Fischer’s method ( Annalen , 194, 270), and by 
the diazo-reaction it gives apparently dioxytriphenylmethane. On 
oxidation, it gives a colouring matter, which is bluer than methyl 
violet. The free base is identical with Bottinger’s diamidotriphenyl- 
methane (Per., 11, 276, 840; ibid., 12, 975; this Journal (1878), 
Abstr., 506, 723; (1879), Abstr,, 716). His melting point (75°), 
however, was incorrect, owing to the presence of impurities. 

T. C. 

A New Trianoidotriphenylmethane (Pseudoleucaniline). By 
O. Fischer and J. Ziegler ( Ber ., 13, 671 — 674). — Metanitrobenz- 
aldehyde, when digested with aniline hydrochloride and zinc chloride 
at 100°, is converted into a new nitro-base, which is purified by means 
of its benzene compound, Ci B H 17 Ns0 2 -j- CaHfl. The latter separates 
from solution in benzene in the form of lemon-yellow crystalline 
groups (m. p. 81°). It is nearly insoluble iu water, very easily soluble 
in ether and alcohol, less so in benzene, and only very sparingly 
soluble in light petroleum. The free nitro-base, C X gHi 7 hr 3 0 2 , is ob- 
tained by beating its benzene derivative at 110 — 120°. It consists of 
pale yellow crystals (m. p. 136°), and on heating with an excess of 
methyl iodide and methyl alcohol at 110 — 115°, it gives the compound 
CjaHa&N a O a .2MeI, which crystallises from alcohol in needles (m. p. 225° 
with decomposition, the substance becoming green), and loses the 
whole of its methyl iodide at 200°. The residne appears to be con- 
verted into benzaldehyde green when oxidised with manganese 
dioxide and sulphuric acid (compare Ber ., 12, 802). The above 
methiodide is identical with the corresponding compound of meta- 
nitrotetramethyldiamidotripheuylmethane. 

The nitro-base previously described gives triainidotriphenylinetbane 
(pseudoleucaniline) when reduced with zinc-dust and hydrochloric 
acid. The benzene compound of pseudoleucaniline (CigHiJST 3 + CoH 6 ) 
crystallises from benzene in white needles (m. p. 145°, with the pre- 
vious evolution of gas). Pseudoleucaniline is obtained from its com- 
pound with benzene, by boiling with sulphuric acid until all the 
benzene has gone off, and then precipitating with ammonia. It crys- 
tallises from ether on addition of a little light petroleum, in brilliant 
colourless rosettes, which are very apt to retain ether. After drying 
at 100°, it melts at 150°. It is easily soluble iu alcohol, less so iu 
ether, and scarcely at all in light petroleum. It forms a methiodide, 
which appears to be a monomethylated triamidotripheuylmethaue, 
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and cannot be obtained in the crystalline form. On heating at 200°, 
it loses its methyl iodide, and leaves a residue which, on oxidation, 
gives a dark green dye-stuff. The plaMnochloride of pseudoleucanilin e. 
(Ci 9 H w Ns.3HCl) 2 .3PtCl4, is a yellow crystalline precipitate, which is 
very easily soluble in water, less soluble in alcohol, and still less so 
in ether. 

Metanitrod iamidotriphenylmethane, on oxidation with hydrochloric 
acid at 150°, gives a fused mass, containing two dye-stuffs, which are 
easily separated by means of water. The more soluble is violet, and 
the other, which is obtained in larger quantity, is green. Pseudo- 
leucaniline, under similar circumstances, gives only a violet dye-stuff, 
which is easily soluble in alcohol and in water. By this means 
pseadoleucaniline is readily distinguished from paraleucaniline. 

T. 0. 

Probable Occurrence of Furfur ane (Tetraphenol) and a 
Homologous Compound in the Products of the Dry Distilla- 
tion of Pine Wood. By A. Atteebebg (Ber., 13, 8?9 — 883). — The 
low boiling portion of the wood oil obtained by the dry distillation of 
resinous pine wood, appears to contain tetraphenol; the fraction boiling 
at 30° seems to be a mixture of tetraphenol and valerylene, but neither 
of these bodies was obtained in a pure state. 

Sylvane , CjHsO.Me (b. p. 63°), a homologue of tetraphenol, is con- 
tained in that portion of the distillate which passes over between 59° 
and 65°. It is a colourless liquid (sp. gr. 0*887), which is easily con- 
verted into a resinous tarry mass. On oxidation with potassium per- 
manganate, it yields acetic acid. Hydrochloric add converts sylvane 
into the compound Ci^H-sOa (b. p. 236 — 246°). W. C. W, 

Phenylnaphthylcarbazol. By 0. Gbaebe and W. Kneoht 
(Annalm, 202, 1 — 19). — In a former communication the authors have 
given some account of this body and some of its derivatives (Ber., 12, 
341), and also of its synthesis from jS-phenylnaphthylamine (this vol., 
168). Later determinations show its boiling point to be about 450°. 

Fhmyhiwpfbtliybarbazolhie , CieHuH. — This base is prepared by the 
action of phosphorus and hydriodic acid on phenylnaphthylcarbazol 
in sealed tubes at 200°, It is liberated from its salts by means of 
amm onia, and crystallises from alcohol in needles. It is easily soluble 
in alcohol and ether, and but sparingly soluble in water. Hydro- 
chloric acid dissolves it, forming a saLt, decomposed by boiling water. 
Platinum chloride produces an orange-yellow precipitate, which, on 
warming, turns red, and finally brown. On oxidation, phenyhiaphthyl- 
carbazoKne yields phthalic acid* 

Bhenylnaph thylcarbazoline iodide , CiaHisH.HI, is prepared by dis- 
solving the base in hydriodic acid. It ciystallises in long colourless 
needles, which are soluble in water and alcohol, and sparingly soluble 
in ether. When oxidised by potassium diohromate and sulphuric acid, 
phenylnaphthylcarbazol yields phthalic acid and two quinones, viz., 
OwHbOsH and GmHbOs; these may be separated by means of sodium 
carbonate, which dissolves the latter. On adding an acid or by treat- 
^ment with carbonic acid it may be reprecipitated. 

3 cd 2 
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Phmylnaphthjl(^rbazoquinoiie, Ci 8 H fl (Oa)!Nr. — This body is purified by 
subliming the raw product, and crystallising it from glacial acetic 
acid ; it sublimes in reddish-yellow needles, resembling alizarin, and 
melts at 307°. It is soluble in hot glacial acetic acid, in acetic ether 
and benzene, is sparingly soluble in alcohol, and insoluble in carbon 
bisulphide. It is insoluble in alkaline carbonates, but dissolves in 
caustic alkalis, forming a dark-red solution, from which acids repre- 
cipitate it. These solutions, when treated with zinc-dust, turn brown, 
an d finally yellow ; the oxygen of the air produces the opposite effect. 
This quinone is oxidised to phthalic acid by potassium permanganate, 
and yields phenylnaphthylcarbazol when heated with zinc-dust. 

Quinone ofphenylerienapJrfhaletie oxide , CisHqO I(0 3 ). — This body crys- 
tallises from benzene in reddish-yellow prisms ; it melts at a very high 
temperature, and is at the same time decomposed. It is soluble in hot 
glacial acetic acid and benzene, and sparingly soluble in alcohol. 
AX kalis and alkaline carbonates dissolve it, forming dark-red solutions, 
from which it is precipitated by carbonic acid in reddish-yellow 
flocks. When heated with zinc-dust, a compound is obtained which 
crystallises in yellow leaflets, melting at 300°, and having the compo- 
sition CujHioO. To this compound the authors attribute the constitution 


< 


C*H< 

CioH* 


>0, similar to that of diphenylene oxide. Unsuccessful attempts 


were made to prepare it by heating j3-naphthol and phenol with lead 
oxide ; a-naphthol and phenol, however, yield a compound melting at 
150°. To phenylnaphthylcarbazol and its quinone the authors attri- 

C<jHi . C«Hi v 

bate the formulae I and I >NH. 

CioH/ C 10 H .(ChY P. P. B. 


Synthesis of N aphthyldiphenylmethane. By Y. Hrmilian 
( Ber 13, 678 — 679). — A claim to priority of discovery (Jour. Bus*. 
Ohem. Soo 12 [2], 4) of the above hydrocarbon over Lehne (Ber., 13. 
368 ; this vol., 478). T. 0. 


Colouring Matters attained by the Action of Naphthol on 
Diazoazobenzene. By R. Hibizei (Per., 13, 800 — 802). —The 
author claims the discovery of the colouring matter known as Biebrich 
scarlet, and denies the accuracy of tlxe statements of W. v. Miller 
(this vol., 659) as to its composition. He will contribute a paper on 
the subject. * &. T. A. 


Rouge Fran$ais. By W. v. Miller (Ber., 13, 268— 271).— The 
dye sold under this name is a mixture of the sodium salts of two acids, 
naphthol-azobenzenesulphonic acid, SOsH.CeHiN*. (0) CioH 6 .OH, and 
naphthol-azonaphthaleriesul phonic acid, SOsH.OioHg^. (0) Oi 0 H 6 .OH. 
The first salt is yellow ; the second red. The barium salts of both 
acids are sparingly soluble. The calcium salt of the yellow acid dis- 
solves easily in hot water ; that of the red with difficulty. The com- 
mercial product is probably formed by acting with 0-naphthol on a 
diazotized mixture of sulphanilic and naphthylaminesulphonic acids. 
A mixture of 30 parts of yellow salt with 70 parts red dyes the same 
shade as rouge franpais. Oh. B. V 
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Fluorescence in the Anthracene Series. By C. Liebebmann 
(Ber., 13, 913 — 916). — An examination of solutions of the anthra- 
cene derivatives in indifferent solvents shows that the property of 
fluorescence is exhibited by those substances in which the two benzene 

CM 

nuclei are united by a group having the constitution-^ (where 


M represents a monad element or group of elements), but not by those 

CO 

derivatives containing the double ketone group <^QQ>or the group 


Ph.C(OH) : CO. 


W. C. W. 


Derivatives of the Qtdnone from the Hydrocarbon C 16 H 18 ; 
Polymeric Quinones. By A. Bretteb and T. Zincke (Bar., 13, 
631 — 635). — In a previous communication (ibid., 11, 1995; this 
Journal, 36, 327), it has been shown that the quinone CieHjoOi gives 
a hydroxyimidoquinone C 18 H 9 (OH) I (O.NH) when treated with 
ammonia. Corresponding derivatives have since been obtained by 
using various amines in place of ammonia. 

Methylamine derivative , C 16 H 9 (OH) I (O.NMe) consists of dark red 
leaflets (m. p. 170°), which are but sparingly soluble in cold alcohol, 
more easily in hot, and easily soluble in benzene. It dissolves in con- 
centrated sulphuric or hydrochloric acid with a dark red colour, and 
is precipitated therefrom on addition of water. It gives the hydroxy- 
quinone and methylamine, when heated with fuming hydrochloric 
acid at 140 — 150°. It is slowly attacked by aqueous, but more easily 
by alcoholic potash, with formation of the hydroxyquinone. 

JSthylamine derivative, C l6 H 9 (OH)SO I (O.NEt) forms dark brown 
needles (m. p. 130°), which are soluble in concentrated sulphuric acid, 
without change. 

Aniline derivative , CisHsfOH) I (OIST.Ph), consists of dark red 
leaflets (m. p. 158°, which are only sparingly soluble in alcohol, but 
more easily in benzene. It dissolves unchanged in concentrated sul- 
phuric acid, with a deep violet colour. Fuming hydrochloric acid at 
150° converts it into the hydroxyquinone and aniline. 

Toluidine derivatives , CieH^OH) I (O.NC 7 H 7 ). — The ortho-derivative 
is a red body, crystallising in needles (m. p. 108°), and the para-com- 
pound, a brownish- violet body, also crystallising in needles (m. p. 155 p ). 
The ortho-compound dissolves in strong sulphuric acid with a red, and 
the para-compound with a violet colour. 

Napkthylamine derivative, CisHsCOH) I (O-NCjoEt), crystallises in 
brownish-red needles (m. p, 148°) which dissolve in strong sulphuric 
acid, with a violet colour. Trimethylamine, f ormamide, and acetamide 
have no action on the quinone, whilst dimethylaroine forms only resi- 
nous products. All the above compounds, when treated with reducing 
agents, give colourless products, the nature of which varies with the 
reducing agents employed. Zinc and hydrochloric acid, as well as 
zinc-dust and an alkali, give compounds which could not be isolated, 
hut on exposure to air are reconverted into the original coloured sub- 
stances. They are all easily reduced by ammonium sulphide, which, 
when added in excess, throws down the reduction product. The aniline 
* derivative under these circumstances gives colourless crystals (m. p. 
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290°). Reduction with aqueous sulphurous acid gives the hydroxy- 
quinoue, together with a black compound, the nature of which has not 
yet been fully investigated. This body crystallises from benzene or 
light petroleum in dark steel-blue needles (m. p. 186°), which dissolve 
in alcohol with a yellow colour, and is reprecipitated therefrom 
unchanged on addition of water. Long treatment with alcohol, how- 
ever, converts it into hydroxyquinone. It does not contain nitrogen, 
and analysis gave 78*76 per cent. 0., and 4*88 per cent. H. It is pro- 
bably an anhydride of the hydroxvquinone [CiJE w (OH) 2 ]jO. 

Theauthors have shown (Ber., 11 , 1403 ; this Journal, 1878; Abstr., 
889) that solutions of the quinone Ci 6 H 10 O a , exposed to sunlight, give 
two sparingly soluble compounds. These were found to be poly- 
meric modifications ; they are separated by treatment with chloroform, 
in which one is more soluble than the other. 

The more soluble modification crystallises in small yellow rhombic 
tables (m. p. 225 — 229°) which are but little soluble in most sol- 
vents; they dissolve most easily in chloroform, and in hot glacial 
acetic acid. It is not easily reconverted into the ordinary form by 
heat. It is not attacked by chromic mixture, and only slowly by a 
mixture of chromic and glacial acetic acids, giving thereby benzoic 
acid ; by potassium permanganate, it is oxidised to benzoic and phthalic 
adds. By the action of alcoholic potash, it gives an almost black 
compound, which, on exposure to the air and washing with alcohol, 
becomes yellow, the same change being more quickly produced by water 
or by warming with alcohol. This compound crystallises from glacial 
acetic acid in fine yellow needles (m. p. above 300°), which are but 
little soluble in alcohol, benzene, or chloroform. Analysis gave the 
numbers 79*23 per cent. 0., and 4*65 per cent. H., and it has there- 
fore the same composition as the reduction product from the amine 
derivatives of the quinone (vide supra), and is probably a polymeric 
modification of the same. It dissolves in alcoholic but not in aqueous 
potash ; it dissolves in strong sulphuric acid, with a brownish-green 
colour, whilst its solution in strong nitric acid is almost colourless ; 
water precipitates it unchanged from both solvents. It is apparently 
converted into an acetyl derivative by treatment with acetic chloride 
or anhydride, showing that it probably contains hydroxyl groups. 

The less soluble polymeric modification of the quinone consists of white 
leaflets (m. p. 207°), which on heating are easily converted into the 
ordinary quinone. It is not attacked either by potassium perman- 
ganate or by chromic mixture ; on oxidation with chromic and glacial 
acetic acids, however, it gives benzoic acid. It acts in an entirely 
different manner to the more soluble modification, when treated with 
alcoholic potash. The reaction, which is very complicated, appears to 
give rise to a polymeric hydroxyquinone. T. 0. 

Chemistry of Bast Fibres * By E. J. Bevan and C. F. Cross. 
— The authors' investigations have been confined to jute and esparto, 
the fawner as a peculiarly typical bast fibre, the latter as representing 
monoootyledonous growth. 

* A Paper read before the Owens College Chemical Society, 16th April. Pub- 
Hflfepd by Palmer and Howe, Manchester. See also Ohm. Sms, 42, 17. 
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The inorganic constituents of the normal jute fibre are — 

(a.) Water of hydration, varying from 10 to 12 per cent, of its 
weight, with the temperature and hygrometric state or the air. It is 
to be regarded as dependent both on the chemical nature and structure 
of the fibre (chemical adhesion), although scarcely upon its external 
structure (capillarity), as conjectured by Sir W. Thompson. 

(&.) Ash. — The general features of the inorganic skeleton of this 
fibre may be expressed by the following average percentage numbers : 
— SiOfc 3G*~-35 ; JFe^O^, 5 — 8 ; AI 2 O 3 , 5 — 6 ; MnaOy, 0*5“-0 9 5 CaO, 13 — 
16 ; K a O +■ NaA 5—10 ; P 2 0 5 , 8—13 ; SO* 1—5. 

(c.) Or game (considered with exclusion of a and 5). Combustions 
of the fibre (purified by boiling in dilute ammonia ; the fibre thereby 
sustains a loss of 1 per cent, of its weight, losing a resinous consti- 
tuent, which causes the adhesion of portions of cortical parenchyma, 
and the matting together of the fibres in the raw state), showed it to 
have the following aggregate (average) composition : C, 46*5 ; H, 5*80. 
Nitrogen is present only in minute quantity, e.g., in a fair specimen 
(previously boiled in dilute sodium carbonate) the quantity determined 
was 0*053 per cent. The proximate constituents of the fibre are, 
cellulose, 70 per cent., as isolated by the ordinary methods, and inter- 
cellular and encrusting substance , 30 per cent. 

Hugo Muller's method for the quantitative determination of cellulose 
gives satisfactory results with this fibre ; identical results are obtained, 
hut in a very much shorter time, by substituting chlorine gas for the 
bromine- water, the fibre being boiled previonsly to chlorination in a 
weak alkaline solution. The action of the gas is to form a definite 
compound with the aromatic portion of the fibre, which is decomposed 
on boiling with ammonia, with formation of soluble products. Pure 
cellulose is obtained on once repeating this treatment, whilst if bro- 
mine-water is used, several repetitions (5 — 6 ) are necessary. A modi- 
fication of this method, involving points discussed in another connection, 
consists in boiling the chlorinated fibre with a solution of sodium 
sulphite (5 per cent.) for & few minutes, and subsequently with an 
alkali (a solution of potash r 1 per cent., is a better solvent for the pro- 
ducts of decomposition, and its use does not affect the yield of cellulose) ; 
by the method thus modified pure cellulose is at once obtained. It is 
a remarkable fact that the yield of cellulose is, in this case, 5 per cent, 
higher than by either of the two previous methods. There is addi- 
tional evidence to show that jute cellulose is a chemical aggregate, 
and therefore to a certain extent defined by the process % which it is 
obtained. The above-mentioned chlorine derivative is a definite com- 
pound, CigHiaChO* ; it has been obtained and purified in different 
ways, hut with constant analytical results. It is soluble in alcohol 
and glacial acetic acid, and is precipitated from its solution on the 
addition of water, in yellow flocks ; it dries to an amorphous yellowish 
powder, which has an odour closely resembling that of tetrachloro- 
quinone. It further resembles this compound in dissolving in ammo- 
nia to a purple solution, changing to brown on standing. The 
analogies of this body to the quinone derivatives are unmistakable ; 
the authors are therefore able to confirm Hugo Muller’s observation of 
* the presence of a body having the reaction of a quinone in the inter- 
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cellular substance of bast fibres. The most striking reaction of this 
derivative is the development of a pure magenta purple colour, of 
great brilliancy when treated with a solution of sodium sulphite. 
This is best seen in the freshly chlorinated fibre; all bast fibres 
examined by the authors (flax, hemp, manilla, <fce.) gave the same 
coloration after chlorination. Upon the reactions of these bodies the 
method for the isolation of cellulose proposed by the authors was 
based, the chlorine body being converted by the sodium sulphite into 
soluble (reduction) products. Being a recent observation it is still 
under investigation. 

A similar derivative was obtained from esparto. The brown solu- 
tion obtained by heating the substance under pressure with an alkaline 
lye, yields a flocculent precipitate when neutralised. After purification 
by twice dissolving in glacial acetic acid, and reprecipitating by water, 
it has the aggregate composition C^H^Os (it contains also 1*2 per 
cent, nitrogen). This body on heating with hydrochloric acid and 
potassium chlorate, yields the chlorine derivative, C23H23CI4O10, which 
is also to be regarded as formed from a complicated quinone. 

The quinone of the jute fibre appears to be associated with a carbo- 
hydrate. By the action of dilute sulphuric acid (5 per cent.) at 80°, a 
soluble carbohydrate is formed, and is obtained after purification as a 
brown, sticky, ^hygroscopic solid, having the composition CisHiaOt,. 
As no other products are formed, the aromatic portion of the fibre 
resisting the action of the acid, and the loss of weight (28 per cent, in 
a certain case) falling to a large extent on the intercellular substance, 
this, it must be inferred, contains a carbohydrate. The same conclu- 
sion is arrived at by a study of the action of alkalis on the fibre, 
and of a peculiar fermentation, which is induced under certain condi- 
tions of moisture and high temperature, by which this portion under- 
goes resolution. The carbohydrate associated with the quinone is 
rather of the nature of cellulose than glucose; the fact that by a 
certain decomposition of the intercellular substance the yield of cellu- 
lose is increased, goes to show that a portion of the “ aggregate ” 
cellulose obtained is a product of such decomposition. The authors 
therefore regard the intercellular substance of this bast fibre as a 
“ cellulide,” or more specifically a celluloquinone. Upon this consti- 
tuent depends the integrity and remarkable dyeing capacity of the 
fibre ; pari passu with its removal, these disappear, until in the iso- 
lated cellulose there is obtained a mass of disintegrated cells, having 
no affinity for colouring matters. 

By the action of nitric acid (5 per cent.) this celluloquinone is 
entirely converted into soluble products. The aromatic portion of 
these are more conveniently studied in the analogous esparto deriva- 
tive. From the solution obtained by digesting the acid on the resi- 
nous precipitate before described, a peculiar nitre-derivative was 
obtained. Concordant analyses of this body, in the form both of its 
barium and calcium compound, established the formula as 

C 2 Jff8iN0 36 M ,, 4 . 

In the free /state it is a powerful acid ; it has an intensely bitter 
taste, pad dyes animal fibres a brilliant yellow. C. F. 0. 
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Hydrocampliene. By J. EACHr/BR and F. V. Spitzes (Ber., 13, 
615 — 616). — The authors have previously shown (Annalen, 200, 340) 
that the unsaturated hydrocarbon camphene, CioH l6 , may be considered 
as the nucleus of all the compounds of the camphor group. Hydro - 
camphene, CioH ls , is obtained, together with camphene, by acting on a 
benzene solution of borneol chloride, CioHi 7 C1 (or of camphor dichlo- 
ride, CioH lfl Cl 2 ) with sodium. The mixture of the two hydrocarbons, 
after saturation with hydrochloric acid (so as to convert the regene- 
rated camphene into the chloride), is again treated with sodium, and 
this operation repeated ten times. The product, which solidifies to a 
crystalline mass, is finally purified by sublimation, when the hydro- 
carbon is obtained as a hard brittle mass (m. p. 140°) resembling stearic 
acid. It is easily soluble in ether, but less soluble in alcohol and 
acetic acid, and sublimes even at the ordinary temperature. Hydro- 
camphene is possibly identical with the hydrocarbon Ci 0 Hi 8 , obtained 
by Montgolfier ( Ghent. Gentr., 1879, 52), by the action of sodium on 
the fused hydrochloride of turpentine oil. T. G. 

Action of Sodium on Turpentine Hydrochloride. By E. A. 
Letts (Ber., 13, 793 — 796). — When turpentine hydrochloride is fused 
with sodium, and the product distilled after removal of the chlorine, 
a fine white solid (m. p. 157°) is obtained as the chief product, but on 
raising the temperature, a yellowish-white liquid (b. p. 326 — 330°) 
passes over, which solidifies in feathery crystals, resembling sal- 
ammoniac. 

The first of these bodies melts at 94°, and is supposed by the author 
to have the composition CioH 17 , and not that of a mixture of Ck>Hi« 
and OioHis- The second body also melts at 94°, and consists of CmH^. 
It is extraordinarily stable. The mother-liquor re maini ng after the 
crystallisation of this body has the same boiling point and composition 
as the crystals, so that there seem to be two modifications of a new 
hydrocarbon, CaoHsi- 

The so-called liquid turpentine hydrochloride, when acted on by 
sodium, yields a solid, which is identical with the second solid body 
obtained above. 

Montgolfier, who has repeated the author’s experiments (Gompt. rend., 
87, 840 — 842) finds that the first described solid, with lower boiliug 
point, is a mixture of inactive camphene, OioHi®, and camphene 
hydride, Ci 0 H 18 , and has isolated the two bodies from the mixture. He 
gives the melting point of camphene hydride as 120°. He has also 
obtained the liqnid hydrocarbon with higher boiling point, and names 
it colophene hydride, CijoHsi. 

By the action of sodinm on liqnid turpentine hydrochloride, he 
has obtained two liquids, GioHjs, boiling at 165 — 166°, and CjEEi*, 
boiling at 173°. He has also isolated small quantities of the solid 
GioHis from the product of the last reaction (compare Kachler and 
Spitzter, preceding abstract). G. T. A. 

Action of Ammonia on Ethyl Camphoronates. By E. Hjxlt 
(Ber., 13, 796—799). — There are two isomeric monethyl camphoro- 
nates, one of which is a liquid, and the other a solid, consisting of 
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colourless tabular crystals (m. p. 67°). When acted on by dry am- 
monia gas, the former yields a monamide (m. p. 212°), C 9 H 13 N0 4 , 
the latter an amido-amide (m. p. 144 — 145)°, CgHieHaOi. An amido- 
acid could not be obtained from the amido-amide. 

Ammonia acts also on diethyl camphoronate when the two are 
heated in sealed tubes at 115 — 130°, with formation of an amido- 
amide (m. p. 160°), CgHwNjOi, which yields an add, ^ OsH^hTOg 
(m. p. 212°), but this does not exhibit the ordinary reactions of an 
amido-acid. The author supposes that the formation of amido-amines 
instead of diamines arises from the hydroxyl group bdng placed 
between two carbon atoms, which are united with oxygen. 

G. T. A. 

Ethereal Oil from the Californian Bay Tree. By J. M. 
Stillman (Ber., 13, 629— 631). — The leaves of the Californian bay 
tree ( Onodaphne Californitan) when distilled with steam yield nearly 
3 per cent, of a clear, limpid, yellow oil, having a pleasant aromatic 
odonr, but producing tears when strongly inhaled; sp.gr, 0*94 at 11°. 
By fractional distillation, it may be separated into terpinol (CioHi 7 )aO, 
b. p. 167—168, and Umbellol, CsH 12 0, b. p. 215—216°. Y. d. = 4*39, 
calc. = 4*29, 

TJmbeliol is a colourless limpid liquid, having a pleasant odonr, 
bnt produdng tears and headache when inhaled in larger quantity. 
It is insoluble in water, and bnt slightly volatile therewith. It dis- 
solves in concentrated sulphuric acid with a blood-red colour, which 
rapidly becomes black. It is strongly attacked by sodium or by con- 
centrated nitric add. T. C. 

Abietic, Acid, By W. Kelbe (Ber., 13, 888 — 891). — Abietic acid, 
CuHsiOs, is obtained by adding common salt to the solution of soda 
which has been nsed for the purpose of purifying crude rosin oil. The 
soap is dried at 70 — 89°, and extracted with ether to remove impu- 
rities ; the residue dissolves in alcohol, and on evaporation the alcoholic 
solution deposits needle-shaped crystals of sodium abietate. On the 
addition of hydrochloric acid to the aqueons solution of the sodium 
salt, a white precipitate of abietic acid is produced, which melts to a 
resinous mass if the mixture is boiled4 The acid is soluble in ether, 
benzene, alcohol, and glacial acetic acid, and is deposited from its solu- 
tion in the latter solvent in triclinic plates (m. p. 165°). The pure 
salts of abietic acid form gelatinous masses with ether, but do not dis- 
solve in it. W. 0. W. 

Caryophyllin. By E. Hjelt (Ber., 13, 800). — Caryophyllin has 
the same empirical formula as camphor, but Mylius (Ber., 6, 1053) 
prefers to double its formula. On oxidation with concentrated nitric 
acid it yields caryophyllio acid, C^H^Os- Heated with acetic acid at 
100°, it gives rise to an acetyl-derivative, which crystallises in the 
monoclinic system, and melts at 184°. Two chlorine compounds are 
formed by the action of phosphorus pentachloride, O^oHaaOsOl and 
C»B«OtQlt. The author concludes that the formula of caryophyllin is 
CiflBWX Cymene has not yet been obtained from it. G. T. A. 



ORGANIC CHEMISTRY. 


671 


Caroba Leaves. By 0. Hesse (. Awialm, , 202, 150 — 151). — 
These leaves, which were formerly (Ber., 10, 2164) supposed to be de- 
rived from the tree yielding the Pereiro bark, belong to a Brazilian 
tree, viz., Cybistas antisyphilitica (Marlino), or Jacaranda procera, 
(Sprengel). Extracts from these, e.g., Bey’s Brazilian injection, are 
supposed to have great efficacy in cases of syphilis. Am investigation 
of these extracts has shown that no alkaloids are present. 

P. P. B. 

Glycyrrhizin. By J. Habermas ( Ohem . Gentr., 1880, 253 — 256, 
267 — 271, 282 — 287). — The present paper gives in detail an account 
of the author’s further investigations on glycyrrhizin and its decom- 
position products. He shows — (1.) That glycyrrhizic acid on boiling 
with dilute sulphuric acid decomposes into parasaccharie acid and 
glycyrrhetin. Sugar was not found among the decomposition pro- 
ducts. (2.) That parasaccharie acid is distinguished from ordinary 
saccharic acid by affording no crystallisable salt. (3.) That pure 
glycyrrhetin is a crystalline, almost indifferent nitrogenous body, 
which gives very characteristic products with bromine, nitric acid, 
and acetic chloride, but does not yield paroxybenzoic acid on being 
fused with potash. (4.) That commercial ammoniacal glycyrrhizin, 
besides containing glycyrrhizic acid, also contains (a) amorphous 
glycyrrhizin bitter, and a nitrogenous compound of an intensely bitter 
teste. It occurs in subordinate quantities only. (&.) Dark brown 
glycyrrhizin resin, soluble in alcohol and in alkaline aqueous solu- 
tions to yellow-coloured liquids, also fusible with caustic potash, and 
yielding along with a resinous compound various volatile fatty adds 
and paraoxy benzoic acid. J. T. 

Hypochlorin and its Origin. By Pringsheim (Ohjm. Centr ., 
1880, 299 — 304, 316 — 319, 331 — 334). — In an earlier paper (ibid., 
9 and 27), the author has made known the existence of hypochlorin. 
By the action of dilute hydrochloric acid on chlorophyll globules, semi- 
fluid masses of irregular form, reddish or brownish in colour, make 
their appearance, and out of these obscurely crystalline forms separate. 
These appearances show the presence of hypochlorin, and afford an 
unfailing reaction for this new body. The properties of the new body 
are difficult to investigate. The separated masses seem to consist of 
an oily mother-substance, which hears a closer analogy to ethereal oils 
than to fatty ones. The masses are insoluble in water, in salt solu- 
tions, in dilute mineral and organic acids, but are easily soluble in 
ether, benzene, carbon bisulphide, and ethereal oils, and also with more 
or less difficulty in alcohol, even when considerably diluted. The con- 
stituents of hypochlorin have not yet been ascertained. By hypochlo- 
rin the author means the crystalline forms above named. The hypo- 
chlorin reaction may be obtained without hydrochloric acid. Green 
textures preserved in glycerol or in calcium chloride solution show it 
here and there after a time. Treatment with warm or hot water in 
some cases, and with steam, forms one of the easiest means of separa- 
tion. 

In sprouting angiospeims no trace of hypochlorin can be detected 
until the plant has been exposed to light, and exposed longer than is 
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required to turn the plant green, whilst in gymnosperms which are 
peculiar as forming chlorophyll colouring matters in the dark, hypo- 
chlorin is also formed in plants grown in the dark. J. T. 

Synthesis of Quinoline. By W. Koenigs (Her., 13, 911—913). — 
Quinoline is formed by the dry distillation of acroleinaniline, and may 
be purified by Baeyer’s method (Her., 12, 460), viz., by treatment 
with potassium chromate and sulphuric acid. The best method for 
preparing quinoline is by acting on a mixture of nitrobenzene, 
aniline, and glycerol with sulphuric acid. In this process it is pro- 
bable that acroleinaniline is formed as an intermediate product. 

W. 0. W . 

Nicotine Derivatives. By A. Cahotjrs and A. Etabd ( Compt . 
rend., 90, 275—280). — When thiotetrapyridine, CjoHiaNiS, obtained 
by the action of sulphur on nicotine (ibid., 88, 999, and this Journal, 
36, 732), is boiled with dilute nitric acid, it gives nicotinic acid 
(m. p. 228—229°). 

Thiotetrapyridine when distilled with finely divided metallic copper 
loses sulphur, and yields a base, isodipyridine , CioH 10 ^ 2 , isomeric with, 
dipyridene, but differing greatly from it in its properties. It is also 
produced in small quantity by the action of alcoholic potash on thio- 
tetrapyridine at 200°. Isodipyridene is a colourless oil (b. p. 274 — 
275°), having an odour somewhat resembling that of certain mush- 
rooms. It does not solidify at —20°, and its sp. gr. at 13° is 1T245. 
It is insoluble in cold, and only sparingly soluble in boiling water, but 
easily in alcohol or ether. It unites energetically with hydrochloric 
acid, but the hydrochloride does not crystallise. The platinochloride, 
(OioHioN a ,HCl)iPtCh + 2HiO, crystallises in deep orange plates of 
the colour of potassium dichromate. It is decomposed if boiled with 
water. 

It was thought probable that if nicotine were submitted to limited 
oxidation it might %ield isodipyridine, thus : CioH u N 2 + 0 2 = 
CjJHioNj + 2HaO. For this purpose pure nicotine was dissolved 
in dilute potash solution, and oxidised with potassium ferricyanide, 
and the prodnct distilled. The bases extracted from the distillate 
by means of ether, when submitted to fractional distillation, were 
found to consist of isodipyridine mixed with unaltered nicotine. 

If nicotine in the state of vapour is passed over red-hot porcelain, 
it is in part decomposed (about 20 per cent.), yielding a gaseous mix- 
ture of hydrogen with paraffins and olefines, and a liquid product con- 
taining pyridine, picoline, collidine, and new basic substances boiling 
at temperatures above 250°. 0. E. Gh 

Formation of Hypoxamthine from Albuminoids. By E. 
Deechsbl ( Ber 13, 240 — 242). — Salomon, Krause, and Chittenden 
are of opinion that the hypoxanthine observed in the solutions obtained 
from certain albuminoids by digestion, incipient putrefaction, or the 
action of dilute acids, does not exist as such in the albuminoids, but is a 
decomposition product. Thus Salomon could not detect it by ammoniacal 
silver nitrate in the aqueous extract, hot or cold, from well washed fibrin ; 
and Chittenden did not observe it in the alcoholio extract, unless the 
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alcohol had been boiled with the fibrin for twelve honrs. The author 
does not regard these experiments as conclusive, for fibrin as usually 
prepared must necessarily include other blood constituents, which 
could only be removed with great difficulty ; and, on the other hand, 
Salkowski has shown (Pfiuger’s Archiv 4, 94) that the precipitation 
of hypoxanthine by ammoniacal silver nitrate does not take place in 
mixtures containing gelatin. The author has been unable by this 
reagent to detect purposely added hypoxanthine in the liquid obtained 
by heating fibrin with water in a digester. Again, there is no proof 
that the small quantity of hypoxanthine detected by Chittenden in 
the acid liquid obtained on boding eggs with dilute acetic acid, and 
considered by him to exist as such in the egg, was not formed from 
the albumin during coagulation. The origin of hypoxanthine is there- 
fore still uncertain. Oh. B. 

Morphine Hydrochloride. By 0. Hesse (Annqlen, 202, 151 — 
152). — By dissolving this body in methyl alcohol, and allowing it to 
stand, crystalline grains separate, which increase in quantity after 
some time, the quantity being also increased by warming. These 
crystals are anhydrouB morphine hydrochloride, C 17 H 19 N 0 3 .HCL It 
is sparingly soluble in ethyl or methyl alcohols, from which it sepa- 
rates as a shining crystalline powder, or in short four-sided rhombic 
prisms. One part of it dissolves in 51 parts of methyl alcohol. From 
water it crystallises in the ordinary hydrated form, which by solution 
in absolute alcohol is partially converted into the anhydrous form. 

P. P. B. 

Addon of Phosphorus Pentaehloride and Oxychloride on 
Cinchonine Hydrochloride. By W. Koenigs (Ber., 13, 285— 
287;. — The mode of union of the oxygen in cinchonine and quinine 
is still unknown. According to Wright the acetyl akd benzoyl 
derivatives described by Schutzenberger are reaUy derived from the 
isomeric bases cinchonicine and quinicine. Zorn (/. pr. Ohem ., 8, 
279), by the action of fuming hydrochloric acid at 140 — 150°, obtained 
the chlorinated bases C 20 H 23 N 0 CI + H 2 0 and CooHjjN^OCl -f* H 2 0 
from cinchonine and quinine respectively. These retain chlorine and 
water with great obstinacy, and cannot be reconverted into the alka- 
loids. Zorn regards them as formed by displacement of hydroxyl by 
chlorine, whilst Hesse (Anualen, 174, 340), looks on them as addition 
compounds. By a similar process, Skraup (Ber., 12, 1107) obtained 
from cinchonine a brominated base, CigHal^OBr + H a O, which parts 
with its bromine when heated with silver oxide, forming a very 
soluble and unstable base. Since cinchonine yields formic acid by 
oxidation with permanganate, Skraup supposes that it contains the 
group OCH 3 , and that the nascent methyl bromide formed from this 
combines with the nitrogen to form the bromide of an ammonium 
base. Finally, Wischnegradsky (J5er., 12, 1480) regards cinchonine 
as a ketone, its reduction products, (CigHw^C^aHt and OigHuNsO, 
being related to it as pinacone and isopropylic aloahol are to acetone. 

Neither phosphoric chloride nor oxychloride acts on cinchonine ; 
but when 6—7 parts of oxychloride are gradually added to 1 part of 
cinchonine hydrochloride (dried at 110°) mixed with 2 parts of phos- 
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phoric chloride, the mass becomes warm, and hydrochloric acid is 
evolved : the reaction having been completed by prolonged heating 
a t 80 — 100°, the cooled product is ponred into ice-cold water. On 
adding ^rnn nia to this solution, a resinous precipitate first falls, and 
on continuing the addition a white crystalline mass slowly separates. 
When crystallised from dilate alcohol, this forms broad needles (m. p. 
52°), soluble in alcohol, ether, benzene, chloroform, and carbon bisul- 
phide, sparingly so in boiling water. The results of analysis agree 
best with the formula C 19 H 21 N 2 CL The body is probably, therefore, 
cinchonine, in which hydroxyl has been replaced by chlorine. Its 
hydrochloric acid solution ^ives a crystalline precipitate with pla- 
tinic chloride. Hot alcohohc potash or sodium amalgam at ordinary 
temperatures remove chlorine from it, by which reaction it is distin- 
guished from Zorn’s chlorocinchonide, C 20 H 25 X 2 OOI, which is not so 
affected. Oh. B. 

* 

Hyoscyamine. By A. Ladbnburo (Ber., 13, 254— 256).— When 
hyosfcyamine is digested at 60° #ith baryta- water, it is decomposed ; 
on precipitating the baryta with carbonic anhydride, acidifying with 
hydrochloric acid, and shaking with ether, hyosdnic add (m. p. 116 — 
117°)" is obtained. This acid is probably identical with tropic acid 
from atropine (m. p. 117 — 118°), which it resembles in physical 
properties. Like that acid, when heated with dilute potassium 
permanganate solution, it gives an odour of bitter almond oil, 
and yields benzoic add on treatment with excess of the oxidant. 
Moreover, when boiled for seven hours with twice its weight of 
barium hydrate, it is converted into atropic acid, CgHfiOa. 

After removal of the hyosoiuic acid and addition of potash, ether 
extracts from the residue a base, Jiyosdne , having approximately the 
composition CbH la N 0 .JH 3 0 , which is that of a hydrated tropine 
(KTaut, Annalen , 133). Dry tropine melts at 61*5 (Kraut) ; hut the 
author has frequently observed a melting point of 50° for it. Hyos- 
eine prepared as above melts at 47 — 50°, b. p. 2*29°. 

Its platinocbloride has the composition (CgHisNOHCl^.PtCh. The 
formula assigned to it by Hohn and Beiehardt, is therefore 

incorrect. This salt, as well as the picrate and aurochloride, cannot 
be distinguished from the corresponding salts of tropine. 

Hyoscyamine and atropine are undoubtedly different, but wherein 
the difference lies has yet to be discovered. Oh. B. 

Hyoscyamine and Atropine. By A. Ladenbubg (Ber., 33, 607— 
609). — The author has in a previous communication (see above) directed 
attention to the great similarity between hyoscinic and tropic acids. 
Subsequent measurements of the crystals of the platinoehlorides of 
hyoscine and tropine show that they are identical. Hyoscine, 
ObHibNO, prepared from daturine, which the author has shown to be 
identical with hyostyamine, crystallises from toluene in large dear 
crystals (m. p. 62°, b. p. 229°), which are so exceedingly hygroscopic 
that even after but slight exposure to the air the melting point sinks 
to 50°, which explains the earlier melting point found for this sub- 
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stance. On a strict comparison of hyoscine and tropine from atro- 
pine no difference could "be detected between them. 

Hyoscinic acid and hyoscine respectively were treated with dilute 
hydrochloric acid on a water-bath, the alkaloid so obtained precipi- 
tated with potassium carbonate, dissolved in chloroform, and evapo- 
rated ; the residue was then dissolved in dilate hydrochloric acid and 
precipitated with gold chloride, when an aurochloride was obtained 
identical in every respect with that from atropine. By this means 
hyoscyamine is converted into atropine, and all doubt as to the identity 
of their decomposition products is removed. Atropine and hyoscya- 
mine are most probably physical isomerides. y T. 0. 

s 

Duboisine. By A. Ladenberg (Ber., 13, 257 — 258). — In compo- 
sition and in analytical and physical characters, this alkaloid, ob- 
tained from the Australian plant Duboisia myoporoides, is identical 
with hyoscyamine. n Oh. B. 

Tropidine. By A. Ladekberg (Ber., 13, S52-*~254).— Besides tfce 
ways already mentioned (Ber., 12, 944), tropidine may also be formed 
by heating tropine at 220° with an equal weight of sulphuric acid, 
diluted with twice its volume of water. The greater part of the 
tropine is thus converted into tropidine, the remainder being decom- 
posed in a more complex way. The tropidine may be separated by 
distillation with potash, and extracted from the distillate by ether. 
The aqueous solution of the base so prepared is not rendered turbid 
by a further addition of water, and its solution in hydrochloric acid 
does not become coloured on evaporation. These appearances, for- 
merly described as characteristic, were due to impurities. 

The aurochloride and platinochloride of the base were analysed. 
The latter (CsHisN.HCl^PtCli, is dimorphous, crystallising in the 
monoclinic and rhombic systems. Its crystallographic constants have 
been accurately determined. bh. B. 

Pereiro Bark. By 0. Hesse (Annalen, 202, 141 — 149). — An 
extract from this bark is used in Brazil as a febrifuge. The bark is 
obtained, according to Peckolt, from Geissospertnwm velosii, whilst 
according to Baillon, it is from Geissospermum Iceve. Gbpps (J Bepert. 
Pharm., 76, 32) finds it to contain an alkaloid, which is styled 
pereiiine ; whilst Peretti (Jour. Chim. Med., 26, 162) concludes that 
it contains other alkaloids. The author has obtained from this bark 
two alkaloids, viz., geissospermine and pereirine. The alcoholic ex- 
tract of the bark is treated with soda, and then extracted with ether. 
The ethereal extract is subsequently treated with acetic acid, and the 
dark-brown acetic acid solution is shaken up with ammonia and ether. 
Geissopermine then separates out, and the pereirine remains dissolved 
in the ether, and is obtained by evaporating the ethereal solution. 

Geissospermine , C^H^NaC)* + HjO, crystallises from alcohol in small 
white prisms, the ends of which are surmounted by domes. It dis- 
solves easily in hot, and sparingly in cold alcohol, the solution having 
an alkaline reaction. It is insoluble in ether and water. It dissolves 
easily in dilute acids, and is precipitated from these solutions by 
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alkalis. Concentrated nitric acid gives a purple-red coloration, which, 
when heated, becomes orange-yellow. Its solution in pure concen- 
trated sulphuric acid is at first colourless ; it however becomes bine 
very soon, and then the colour fades again ; in presence of molybdic 
acid, the blue is produced at once and is permanent. When heated 
with soda lime, a body is formed, subliming in leaflets, easily soluble 
in ether, and giving a blue coloration with salphnric acid and molybdic 
acid, but no coloration with nitric acid. It undergoes a change when 
heated to 160°. ' 

Its hydrochloride is amorphous ; the platinochloride forms an amor- 
phous, light yellow precipitate, which loses water at 130°, and then 
has the composition ( C 19 H 24 IS 2 0 2 H Cl) 2 Pt Cl* The anrochloride is a 
dirty brown amorphous body. Its oxalate crystallises from alcohol as 
a white powder, consisting of microscopic needles. The snlphate 
crystallises from alcohol in stellate grouped white needles, is easily 
soluble in water and hot alcohol, sparingly in cold alcohol, and inso- 
luble in ether. Dried at 100 3 , it has the formula (C 1 ( JE 34 N 20 2 ) 2 II 2 S 04 . 
Tty means of the aqueous solution of the sulphate, the author has 
tested the delicacy of its reactions with several bodies, and finds that 
the alkaloid is most easily precipitated by ammonia and soda, whereas 
the reaction with phospohotungstic acid is not very delicate. 

Pereirine, C19H24N2O. — This alkaloid, obtained as described above, is 
purified by dissolving it in acetic acid and boiling with animal char- 
coal ; from the yellow solution obtained, ammonia gives a white amor- 
phous precipitate, which, when air-dried, is a greyish-white powder. It 
is easily soluble in alcohol, ether, and chloroform ; also in dilute acids, 
from which latter it is precipitated by alkalis. Concentrated sulphuric 
acid dissolves it with a violet-red colour, and nitric acid with a purple- 
red. It melts at 124° to a red mass. Its sulphate and hydrochloride 
are amorphous, and easily soluble in alcohol. Its platinochloride is 
a yellowish - grey amorphous precipitate, having the composition 
(C^a^aOHClJaPtCU + 4H 3 0. P. P. B. 

Protein Compounds. By A. Stutzer (Ber., 13, 251).— In this 
preliminary notice the author states that he has successfully applied 
cupric hydrate, recommended by Ritthausen for the precipitation of 
dissolved protein compounds, to the quantitative estimation of such 
bodies, and their separation from other nitrogenous substances occurring 
in plants, such as amygdalin, solanine, leucine, tyrosine, asparagine, 
alkaloids, mustard-oils, nitrates, and ammonia salts. 

Further, that protein bodies yield two classes of compounds when 
acted on by acid gastric juice (pepsine and hydrochloric acid). On 
the one hand there are formed the decomposition products already 
known (peptones, acid albuminates, &c.) ; whilst on the other a per- 
fectly definite part of the protein body is absolutely indigestible. This 
contains nitrogen and phosphorus, and appears to be allied to nuclein. 

Oh. B. 

Albuminoids of Various Oily Seeds. By H. Ritthausen 
(Ifivger's Arrhiv ., 21, 81—104).— The author, referring to his pre- 
vious investigation on the constitution of gliadin, 1864, and conglutin, 
1868, and the large proportion of nitrogen they contain (18*06 per 
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cent, and 18*4 per cent, respectively) as compared with albumin, 
remarks that since that time 3ns results have heen confirmed by others 
and himself. He then gives the details of investigations on the seeds 
of Arachis hypogcea (earth-nut), Heliayithw annuus (sunflower), Sesamum 
indicum, cocoa-nut, Brassica nctpus (rape), and potatoes. 

The methods used were three. 

(1.) Extraction with water, to which a small quantity of potash was 
added (4 grams in 2*5 litres), and subsequent precipitation by acetic or 
sulphuric acid, washing with water, alcohol, and ether, and drying 
over sulphuric acid. 

(2.) Extraction with dilute lime or baryta water. 

(3.) Extraction with 10 per cent, sodium chloride solution (solutions 
of NH 4 C1, KOI, CaCl 2 , BaCl 2 , MgCl 2 appear to answer equally well). 

Erom these experiments, the author concludes that the albuminoids 
obtained by the use of either dilute potash, baryta, or lime water, pre- 
sent no appreciable differences from those obtained by the solutions of 
the various salts above mentioned, and he thinks that there is no 
doubt that the hydrates of the alkalis and alkaline earths act on these 
bodies like a base on an acid, forming compounds readily soluble in 
water, and that they are precipitated -unchanged by neutralisation with 
an acid. 

There appear to be two albuminoids; one containing more than 
18 per cent, of nitrogen and one less ; the former is found alone in 
almonds, earth-nuts, para-nuts, pumpkin and sunflower seeds ; whilst 
in castor-oil seeds, sesamum, and cocoa-nut, both occur, but not in 
rape seeds 

The albuminoids rich in nitrogen, so far as investigated (with the 
exception of gliadin and the albuminoids found in para-nuts), contain 
less carbon than animal albumin and casein by 1*5 to 2 per cent.; 
gliadin and the albuminoids of para-nuts always 1 per cent. This, 
with the fact that they contain more than 2 per cent, more nitrogen, 
will serve to distinguish these bodies from animal albuminoids. The 
sulphur varies considerably, e.g., from 0*55 per cent, in earth-nuts to 
T3 per cent, in sesamum. Compare the difference between the con- 
glutin of lupins, which contains 0*91 per cent, of sulphur* and that of 
almonds, which contains 0*45 per cent. Lastly, he draws attention to 
the close relation between the bodies obtained by the methods above 
mentioned, and conglutin from lupines and from almonds. 

W . 


Physiological Chemistry. 

Changes which Starch undergoes in the Animal Organisms 
By E. H. Bimmeemann (Pfluger’s Archi v.> 20, 201 — 210). — The author, 
after referring to the statement of Musculus and Gruber, that starch 

* Oonf. Musculus and O’Sullivan, Journ. Chem. Soc., 1872 — 76; T. H. Brown 
and J. Heron, Journ. Chem. So?., Sept., 1879 ; Roberts, Lumleian Lectures , 1880 ; 
Maly, Jafiresberichf Thier . Chem 1878, pp. 49 — 54. 

VOL. XXXVIII. 3 b 
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by the action of diastase or acids, yields soluble starch, maltose, grape- 
sugar, and three forms of dextrin, named respectively a, 0 , and 7 
achroodextrin, which are variously affected by ferments, proceeds to 
state that while maltose and grape-sugar are produced by the action 
of saliva on starch, glycogen, whether obtained on a diet of grape- 
sugar or alb umin oids, when treated in the same mann er, yields larger 
quantities of maltose and grape-sugar, and a reducible dextrin. 
Sachsse’s method of estimating sugar by mercuric iodide was used, as 
it was found difficult to determine the end of the reaction with Feh- 
ling’s solution. The substances were injected into the jugular vein of 
a rabbit, and the urine subsequently examined, with the following 
results : — 

Maltose is partly converted in the blood into grape-sugar, and 
partly passes out unchanged. Soluble starch yields dextrin and grape- 
sugar. Achroodextriu (a) suffers only partial change, grape-sugar 
and maltose being found in the urine, together with dextrin. Achroo- 
dextrin (0) yields a similar result. Achroodextrin ( 7 ) yielded no 
sugar. Generally, the results tend to show that the changes which 
starch undergoes in the body are similar to those which occur when 
it is submitted to the action of diastase outside it. W. N. 


Chemistry of Vegetable Physiology and Agriculture. 


Comparative Value of Soluble and Insoluble Phosphates. 
By A. Voelceer (Jour. Boy. AgrL 80 c. , 1880, 152 — 159). — This is a 
summary of the comparative results obtained in early field experiments 
by applying bones and other phosphates alone and after previous 
treatment with sulphuric acid, showing the advantage of the latter 
method. B. W. 

Analyses of Manures and of Cattle Poods. By A. Voelceer 
(Jour. Boy. Agri . Sue., 1880, 311). — The guano from Pabillon de Pica 
is richer in ammonia than that from Hnanillos. which is again much 
more valuable than that from Lobos de Afuera and Bobos de Tierra. 
Three samples of commercial soot contained 2*35, 3*63, and 5 04 per 
cent, of nitrogen ; the second was of about average quality. An. un- 
usually rich sample of bats’ guano contained 8*92 per cent, of nitrogen, 
and 5*U2 per cent, of phosphoric acid. 

Bice meal consists chiefly of the external layers of rice, which are 
separated in dressing. The mean of r five analyses was as follows : — 

Water. Albuminoids. Fat. Carbohydrates, Fibre. Ash. 

11*46 12*47 11*61 49*66 6*79 8*00 

B. W. 
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Vapour-density Determinations in the Vapour of Phospho- 
rus Pentasulphide, By W. Kneoht (Annalen, 202, 31—36).— 
Graebe (Ber., 11, 1646), in using Meyer’s method with Wood’s metal, 
calculated the sp. gr. of this alloy at 630° (the boiling point of phos- 
phorus pentasulphide as determined by Hittorf, Fogg. Ann., 126, 
193), to be 9*051. The author has determined the sp. gr. of the alloy 
directly, and finds it to be 9*06 at 530°, and also that its coefficient of 
expansion is constant between 100* and 530°. Further, the alloy is 
not attacked by phosphorus pentasulphide, and in using the latter the 
vessels may be easily freed from it by cooling down to 100°, and then 
suspending them for some time in a vessel containing boiling watei 
The author has determined the vapour-densities of the following bodies 
in the vapour of phosphorus pentasulphide, and finds their densities 
are such as required by theory, viz., triphenylbenzene (10*51), isodi- 
naphthyl (8*865), dinaphthylketone (9*07), and tetraphenylethane 
(11*65). P. P. B. 

Modification of Zulkowsky’s Apparatus for the Volumetric 
Estimation of Nitrogen. By E. Ludwig (Ber., 13, 883—885). 

Determination of Nitrogen. By H. Schist (Ber., 13, 885 — 887) . 
— A simpler and more convenient form of the apparatus described by 
Schwarz for estimating nitrogen by Dumas’ method (Ber., 13, 771) 
was invented by the author in 1868. W. C. W. 

Estimation of Gold and Silver by Quartation with Cadmium. 
By F. Kraus (Dingl. polyt. 236, 323 — 326). — Balling ( Oestrei - 
chische Z&itschr.f L Berg, und Hutienwesen, 1879, 597) describes a modi- 
fication of Giiptner’s method of separating gold by quartation with 
zinc, in which cadmium is used instead of zinc, the fusion of the 
metals being made under a layer of potassium cyanide. The author 
has subjected this method to a close investigation, and has more 
especially compared it with the methods nsually employed in mints for 
the determination of alloys of gold and silver. His results seem to 
show that Balling’s method is simpler and more readily carried out 
than the cupellation method, and he strongly recommends chemists 
and assayers to investigate it more minutely. Moreover, the circum- 
stance that the silver can be determined by Volhard’s method in the 
decanted acid solution and in the washings, gives it an advantage 
over the process by cupeUatiqn. D. B. 

Detection of Water in Alcphol and Ether. By C. Hahn 
( Dingl. polyh J., 236, 430; and Chem. Zeitung, 1880, 307). — 
Mix 2 parts citric acid and 1 part of molybdic acid; heat until 
incipient fusion, and warm with 40 parts of water. Filter-paper 
dipped in this and dried at 100° is blue. In alcohol or ether free from 
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water, the colour remains unchanged, but if water be present the paper 
will lose its colour, especially if warmed. J. T. 

Analysis of Wine. By V. Wartha (Ber., 13, 657 — 662). — In 
order to detect the presence of rosaniline compounds in red wine, the 
three following tests must be employed : — 

(1.) 20 c.c. of the wine are mixed with an excess of magnesium 
oxide in a test-tube, and then a mixture of equal parts of colourless 
amyl alcohol and ether, gradually added with frequent shaking. On 
standing, the supernatant liquid becomes rose-coloured, even if the wine 
contains only 1 mgrm. of rosaniline per litre. With strongly coloured 
southern wines containing only a small quantity of rosa nilin e, the 
colour is sometimes yellowish or a bright brown. 

(2.) 20 c.c. of the wine are shaken with 10 c.c. of lead acetate 
solution (officinal strength) and filtered into a dry test-tube. If a 
moderate quantity of rosaniline be present, the filtrate is rose-coloured ; 
whereas if there is only a small quantity of rosaniline or aniline- violet 
the liquid is either colourless or only slightly yellow. In either case 

1 c.c. of the above mixture of amyl alcohol and ether is added, the 
liquid shaken, and allowed to stand ; the upper layer of liquid then 
becomes rose-coloured if rosaniline be present. 

(3.) Evaporation is unnecessary if tests (1) and (2) have indicated 
the presence of a considerable quantity of the dye. If, however, this 
is not the case, 150 — 200 c.o. of the wine are quickly evaporated over 
a naked flame to one-fourth of their original bulk, and the hot liquid 
poured into a stoppered glass cylinder (previously cleansed with strong 
nitric acid and water), and excess of ammonia added, and the liquid 
carefully shaken with 30 — 40 c.c. of pure ether. The ethereal solu- 
tion is then passed throngh a dry filter into a porcelain basin contain- 
ing one or two threads (3 — 4 cm. long) of Berlin wool previously 
washed and dried ; the ether is allowed to evaporate spontaneously in 
a warm place, when the wool becomes dyed rose-coloured if rosaniline 
be present. This is further confirmed by dividing one of the threads 
into two parts, one of which is moistened with strong hydrochloric 
acid, and the other with strong ammonia, when the colour must be 
replaced in both cases by yellow if rosaniline, and by green if aniline- 
violet be present. By tnis means *01 mgrm. of rosaniline can be 
detected in 1 litre of wine. 

Sulphurous acid is frequently used for bleaching the so-called 
Schiller wines, a process which otherwise takes place only very slowly. 
As sulphurous acid not only destroys the peculiar flavour of many 
of these wines, but has also a deleterious physiological effect, it is 
important to be able to detect the presence of this acid in such wines. 
For this purpose 50 c.c. of the wine are gently distilled until about 

2 c.c. have passed over. A few drops of a neutral solution of silver 
nitrate are then added to the distillate which becomes opalescent if it 
contains sulphurous acid. To prove the absence of a chloride, a little 
nitric acid is added ; the liquid should become quite clear. The dis- 
tillate also decolorises iodide of starch and potassium permanganate. 
The latter reagents may also be used when a quantitative determina- 
tion. is required. 
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The author states that sulphurous acid present in wines only oxidises 
very slowly, sometimes taking many years. T. C. 

Estimation of Urea by Sodium Hypobromite. By C. Mehu 
(Bull. Soc. Chim. [2], 33, 410 — 415). — The recent experiments of Jay 
(ibid.. [2], 33, 102 and 105) have confirmed the author’s statement, 
that in presence of cane-sugar and glucose the quantity of nitrogen 
evolved from urea by the action of sodium hypobromite, is increased 
by 7 to 7*7 per cent., t.e., that approximately the theoretical yield of 
nitrogen is obtained. Neither cane-sugar nor glucose by itself causes 
any evolution of gas from sodium hypobromite ; on the other hand, 
sodium hypobromite solution, soon after its preparation, becomes 
saturated with free oxygen, and the addition of cane-sugar or glucose 
prevents or greatly retards the evolution of this gas. The actual 
observed deficiency of nitrogen when working with pure urea and 
hypobromite varies from 8 per cent., which is the constant number 
obtained under the most favourable conditions, to 15 per cent., when 
very dilute solutions of urea are employed, and the temperature is 
about 0° C. An addition of sugar to normal urine causes an increase 
in the nitrogen evolved of 3 — 5 per cent., rarely more. The increase 
is greater with urine containing little extractive matter, very slight 
when the urine is charged with blood, pus, &c., or has begun to 
putrefy. With diabetic urine containing not less than 60 grams of 
glucose to 10 grams of urea, the yield of nitrogen is scarcely increased 
by adding sngar. It has been long recognised that in working with 
normal urine, the deficiency of nitrogen is less than it would be with 
a solution containing the same quantity of pure urea. This com- 
pensation, which it is not easy to estimate accurately, has been attri- 
buted to nitrogen disengaged by the hypobromite from creatinine, uric 
acid, and other nitrogenous substances. Considering that the weight 
of uric acid present is rarely more than one-fiftieth that of the urea, 
and that of the creatinine about one-sixty-fifth of the urea, and that 
these compounds yield only one-half and two-thirds their nitrogen 
by the action of sodium hypobromite, the author concludes that the 
greater part of the compensation cannot be dne to this source, but 
thinks it probable that the extractive matter present acts like sugar 
in increasing the yield of nitrogen from urea. To render the results 
obtained with saccharine urine comparable with those obtained with 
normal urine, the author recommends that in all cases cane-sugar be 
added to the amount of ten times the weight of the urea present. The 
difference between the actual and theoretical yield of nitrogen will 
then not exceed 1 per cent. J. M. H. M. 

Quantitative Estimation of Urea. By E. Pfltoer (Pflugefs 
Archw ., 21 , 248 — 286). — In this paper the author, after discussing 
various objections which have been made to Liebig’s method, states that 
he has found a possibility of error to the extent of 14 per cent., but 
believes that the method yields good results if Liebig^s directions 
with certain modifications are carefully carried out. He first de- 
scribes a method of preparing a pure urea from the commercial 
article, and also a method of preparing a pure mercuric nitrate solu- 



682 


ABSTRACTS OF CHEMICAL PAPERS. 


tion. He then gives a number of experiments demonstrating tho 
accuracy of his solutions, and shows that the man ner in which the 
neutralisation is carried ont affects the result very materially. For 
neutralisation, he uses a soda solution, and remarks that when baryta- 
water is used for neutralisation more mercury solution is required to 
give the colour reaction than with soda. 

If the mercury and soda solutions are run into the urea solution 
alternately and in small quantities at a time, the reaction is reached 
too soon, e.g. 9 at 17*2 to 17*3 c.c., instead of 20 c.c. 

If the whole quantity of mercury solution required be added as 
nearly as possible at once, very accurate results are obtained. The 
time allowed to elapse between the adding of the mercury solution and 
neutralisation is also important ; if too long, the reaction comes too 
early. Experiments are given tending to show that mercuric nitrate 
forms more than one compound with urea. 

The author then describes his own method of carrying out Liebig’s 
process. The solutions required are the usual mercury solution and 
a soda solution of known strength, the quantity of which required to 
neutralise a known volume of the mercury solution has been accu- 
rately ascertained. 

For testing, he uses a plate of colourless glass on black cloth : tho 
mercury solution is then run in, and the sodium carbonate test applied 
on the glass plate, the drops being stirred each time until the yellow 
colour, which at first disappears on this treatment, becomes perma- 
nent; then neutralises. 

The experiment is then to be repeated, the mercury solution being 
run in quickly up to the point indicated by the trial experiment, 
neutralised at once with the standard sodium solution and tested as 
before. 

The author’s correction for concentration differs somewhat from 
that given by Liebig. Pfliiger’s rule is : given the volume of urea 
solution -f- the volume of soda solution necessary for neutralisation, 
4- the volume of any other fluid free from urea which was added and 
call this Y x ; call the volume of mercury solution used Y* then the 
correction 0 is : 

C = - (Vi - Y 3 ) x 0*08. 

Examples are given for solutions of urea of 1 per cent., 0*5 per cent., 
0*33 per cent., 0*25 per cent., showing that this formula will hold so 
long as the mixture is less than three times the volume of mercury 
solution used. 

Experiments are given on strong solutions with the same result. 
The necessity of adding nearly all the mercury solution at once is again 
dwelt upon, elaborate directions are then given for preparing the 
mercury and soda solutions (sodium carbonate of 1*053 sp. gr. is 
recommended), and in conclusion the author states that if the sul- 
phates, phosphates, and chlorides be removed, and the precautio ns 
stated are used, the method gives excellent results with urine. 

w . ht. 

Commercial Valuation of Bituminous Books and Lime- 
stones. By P. Kisnlen (Bvll Soc. OUm . [2], 33, 459— 461).— A * 
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stoat glass tube, about 50 cm. long and 25 mm. diameter, is fitted at 
one end with a cork, the other end is blown out to a bulb, below 
which the tube is drawn out and furnished with a glass stopcock. The 
bulb is packed with asbestos or glass wool well washed and ignited, 
and 10 grams of the finely-powdered rock are introduced in alternate 
layers with pounded glass* so that the tube is about two- thirds filled. 
50 c.c- of a mixture of equal volumes of carbon bisulphide and benzene 
are now added, and the tube is allowed to stand for an hour, when 
the strongly coloured liquid is drawn off and the treatment repeated 
until the extract is no longer coloured. Three digestions in the cold 
of one hour each are usually sufficient. The volatile liquid is carefully 
distilled off in a weighed flask, the residue dried in a current of air at 
the ordinary temperature and weighed. Some bituminous limestones 
from Lobsann (Alsace) contained 12 — 16 per cent, of bituminous 
matter, whilst some volcanic rocks from the Auvergne contained 
nearly 24 per cent. Sulphur may be estimated by fusing the finely- 
powdered rock in a porcelain crucible with 4 parts potassium nitrate, 
4 parts sodium carbonate* and 2 parts sodium chloride, extracting 
with water, acidifying with hydrochloric acid, and precipitating by 
means of barium chloride. C. H. B. 

Analysis of Heavy Mineral, Resin, and Patty Oils, and of 
Resin in Commercial Oils (Part I). By A. Uimm (Bull. Sor . 
Chim . [2], 33, 461 — 466). — The oils used for lubrication, currying, 
&c., may be divided into two classes ; 1, non-saponifiable ; 2, saponifi- 
able. 

Non-saponifiable. — Heavy mineral oils, consisting mainly of satu- 
rated hydrocarbons, are not acted on by alkalis, and are but slightly 
attacked by acids. They have an amber colour, are dichroic, appear- 
ing bluish-green by reflected light* exert no action on polarised light; 
and are very slightly soluble in alcohol: sp. gr. = 0*850 to 0*920. 
When purified they have little or no smell at ordinary temperatures, 
but on warming them a petroleum odour is readily perceived. At a high 
temperature, the oil darkens and evolves vapours which burn with a 
bright smokeless flame. When distilled, very little passes over below 
300°, the greater portion distilling between 300° and 360° : in the 
case of very heavy oils, a considerable residue rem a ins even at 360°. 

Begin oils , obtained by distilling inferior kinds of resin with lime, 
consist of hydrocarbons of the benzene and terebenthene series, 
together with bodies allied to the phenols, and are slightly attacked 
by alkalis. Nitric acid is without action in the cold, but if warmed 
a violent reaction ensues, nitrous fames are evolved, and a semifluid 
mas s is formed, which, when washed with water and cooled, yields a 
brittle solid, soluble in alcohol. With sulphuric acid, they are black- 
ened at or dinar y temperatures : when heated* sulphurous anhydride is 
given off, but the oil never completely dissolves. These oils have a 
c har acteristic odour, and are somewhat more soluble iu alcohol than 
the preceding group : sp. gr. = 0*960 to 0*990. They have a brownish- 
yellow colour, are dichroic and generally possess a dextrorotatory 
power of about + 30° ; in only one case out of fifteen was a Issvorota- 
tory power of a, = — 8° 24' observed. Stannic chloride produces a 
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characteristic violet colour, which requires some time for its develop- 
ment. When distilled, a portion passes over below 250°, a considerable 
quantity below 800°, and almost the whole below 360°, The vapour 
burns with a very smoky flame. 

Saponifiable. — Fatty adds , generally of the oleic series, are some- 
times mixed with oils. They are usually liquid at ordinary tempera- 
tures, have a characteristic odour which becomes more marked as the 
temperature rises, have a faintly acid reaction, and are readily soluble 
in solutions of soda, alkaline carbonates, borax, and sodium silicate. 
Oleic acid is soluble in all proportions in alcohol, even if moderately 
dilute : a large excess of the solvent causes a slight turbidity which, 
if due to pure oleic acid, disappears on the addition of a few drops of 
hydrochloric acid. When strongly heated, these acids give off highly 
inflammable acrid vapours, which bum with a slightly smoky flame. 
Sp. gr. =s 0*900 — 0‘90o. 

Fatty oils , usually of animal origin, dissolve, after boiling for 
some time, in alkaline solutions; on the addition of an excess of 
caustic soda, or better of common salt, the soap separates out com- 
pletely. When heated at 100 — 110° with 7 or 8 per cent, of sulphuric 
acid of 66° B. they are completely saponified : the fatty acid may be 
isolated by washing with a large quantity of boiling water. They are 
slightly soluble in cold, but dissolve completely in hot alcohol, and, 
like the fatty acids, have no action on polarised light. Sp. gr. 0*910 
— 0*945 according to orign. 

Resin or Colophony , sp. gr. 1*070, derived from the cedar or pine, is 
sometimes dissolved in oils in order to increase their density. It has 
a brownish-yellow colour, and dissolves easily in moderately strong 
alcohol ; the solution has a mean rotatory power of [a\j = -f 15°. 
Like the oils, it is readily soluble in carbon bisulphide, chloroform, 
benzene, ether, and light petroleum. It is easily saponified by solu- 
tions of alkalis, alkaline carbonates, and borax. Resin soap is not 
completely precipitated by either caustic soda or common salt, about 
20 per cent, remaining in solution. 0. H. B. 

Detection of Coal-Gas in Earth. By E. Kimios (JDingl polyt. J. y 
236, 43U). — In some excavations at Crefeld the earth had an unmis- 
takable odour of coal-gas. The author ( Gorr-blati Ver. Ami Chem 
1880, 59), treated 6 litres with sulphuric acid, and passed steam into 
the vessel. In the first distillate, naphthalene could be detected. 

J T. 
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Measurement of the Actinism of the Sun's Rays and of Day- 
light. By R. A. Smith (Ohem. News, 41, 211—212). — The process 
depends on the fact that potassium iodide acidified with dilute nitric, 
or preferably sulphuric acid, undergoes little or no change in the dark, 
but on exposure to light gives off iodine, the amount of which may 
be readily and exactly determined by thiosulphate. Potassium bro- 
mide may be substituted for the iodine, but it is less delicate. 

r. l. t. 

Relative Intensity of the Spectral Lines of Gases. By J. 
R. Capron (Phil. Mag. [5], 9, 329 — 830). — The author refers to 
experiments described in his “ Aurorae and their Spectra.” Geissler 
tubes containing various gases were gradually moved farther away 
from the slit of the spectroscope, when it was found that the colours 
of the spectrum disappeared in the order — red, yellow, violet, green. 
Hence the brighter lines of a spectrum may be seen singly as a matter 
of intensity, independently of other causes, such as temperature or 
pressure. C. H. B. 

Bright-line Spectrum of Scandium. By R. ThaiAn (CompL* 
rend., 91, 45 — 48). — The spectrum of scandium, as obtained by pass- 
ing a powerful induction spark between alnminium poles moistened 
with a solution of the chloride, is very complicated, and contains more 
than a hundred lines. Ail the lines, which are very characteristic, are 
fine, with the exception of some in the yellow and orange, and seven 
strong lines in the blue-violet. A line at 4374 is slightly more re- 
frangible than a prominent yttrium line, with which it might be corf- 
founded. Some very faint bands, situated at 5900 — 5730, are probably 
due to the oxides, as are possibly also tbe broad lines in the blue-violet 
at 6193 — 6016. A table is given showing the wave-lengths of the 
lines in decimeters. The chloride was prepared partly by Nilson 
from euxenite and partly by Cleve from gadolirdte and keilhanite. 
Both samples gave absolutely identical spectra* 0. H. B. 

Relations between the Physical Properties of Bodies and 
their Chemical Constitution. By J. W. Bjiuhl (Ber., 13, 1119 — 
1180). — The statement made in a previous communication ( Ber 12, 
2135, this vol., 293) that variations in atomic refraction can occur in 
the case of multivalent elements only, whilst those of univalent ele- 
ments are constant in all cases, has been abundantly confirmed by a 
large number of experimental determinations. The following are the 
mean atomic refractions obtained : — 

r a O" (the oxygen doubly combined with the same 

carbon-atom) =3*4 

r a O' (tbe oxygen united with the same carbon-atom 

by only one of its combining powers) =2*8 

r a H = 1-8; r a C' = 5*0 ; r a 01 = 9*88 

vol. xxxvni. 8 e 
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Or for a ray of infinite -wave-length Ai — 

r A 0" = 3'29 ; r A 0' == 2*71 ; r A H = 1*29 ; r A C' = 4*86. 

T. 0. 

Determination of Chemical Affinity in Terms of Electro- 
motive Force Part II. By C. R. A. Wright and E. H. Rennie 
(Phil. Mag. [5], 9 , 331 — 347).— Decomposition of Water . — The current 
from a Daniell batteiy was passed through a voltameter placed in a 
calorimeter, and the average difference of potential between the plates 
of the voltameter was determined by means of a quadrant electro- 
meter. The E.M.F. representing the amount of work corresponding 
to the sum of the chemical and physical changes was calculated from 
the formula 

e = E — liaxS 
n 

where a = equivalent of the electrolyte, h = the heat developed in the 
voltameter, and n = the amount of decomposition in grams. The 
water- value of the calorimeter and the corrections for radiation were 
determined with the greatest possible care. 

In the case of water acidulated with 22 per cent. HjSO* the mean 

value of E ax J for 18 experiments, with varying battery power 

7b 

and time, was 1*5000 X K» 8 . Corrections were introduced for the heat 
absorbed by the vaporisation of the water carried away by the evolved 
gases and the work necessary to separate the water decomposed from 
the sulphuric acid. 

A series of experiments made by the authors tends to show that the 
value of J, as determined by Joule in 1867 by the electric current 
method, is about 0*5 per cent, too low, owing to three sources of error, 
viz., the higher mean temperature of the wire compared with that of 
the calorimeter, the increased resistance of the wire caused by the 
coating of varnish applied to it, the greater heating of the B.A. unit- 
coil, the wires of which were imbedded in solid paraffin, compared 
with the experimental wire which was placed in water. The experi- 
ments also show that where a current has to he passed through a wire 
for any length of time an error will be caused by the increased resist- 
ance of the wire due to its being heated to a temperature above that of 
the medium in which it is placed. C. H. B. 

Constant and Powerful Voltaic Pile. By E. Regnier (Compt. 
rend.,, 90 , 1550 — 1553). — The zinc plate, which need not be amalga- 
mated, is placed in a solution of caustic soda, and the copper plate in 
a solution of copper sulphate, the two liquids being separated by a 
diaphragm made of several thicknesses of parchment paper, which are 
folded so as to form a rectangular inner cell. The resistance of the 
solutions is diminished by the addition of suitable salts, so that the 
total resistance of the cell is about 0*075 ohm. The E.M.F. varies 
from 1‘3 to 1*5 volt, according to the strength of the solutions. By 
means of a current from a magneto-electric machine the various sub- 
stances may be regenerated and used again in the celL This indirect ^ 
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transmission of the electricity produced by machines may in some cases 
be more advantageous than direct transmission. C. H. B. 

Determination of the Specific Electrical Resistance of Cer- 
tain Copper-Tin Alloys. By 0. J. Lodge {PHI. Mag . [5], 8, 554— 
558). — The following table gives the percentage composition, specific 
resistance in square centimeters per second, and conductivity of a 
centimeter cube in B.A. units of the six alloys examined. 



Cu. 

Sn. 

Resistance. 

Conductivity. 

A . . . , 

19-2 

80-8 

12960 

77100 

B . . . . 

61-8 

38-2 

10960 

91200 

c .... 

68-3 

31-7 

47660 

21000 

D .... 

0-0 

100-0 

11830 

84500 

E .... 

87-4 

12-6 

17090 

58500 

E .... 

90-3 

9-7 

15270 

65500 


The curve representing these results agrees very well with the 
induction balance curve obtained by W. C. Roberts (this vol.), but 
does not so closely resemble the curve representing the conductivity 
for heat of similar alloys as determined by Matthiessen. The abnormal 
behaviour of the alloy C ( SnCtu) is worthy of notice. C. H. B. 

Analogy between the Conductivity for Heat and the Induc- 
tion Balance Effect of Copper-Tin Alloys. By W. C. Robekts 
{PHI. Mag. [5], 8, 551 — 553). — The curve representing the action of 
copper-tin alloys on the induction balance, as determined by the 
author, is very similar to that representing the conductivity for heat 
of a similar set of alloys, as determined by Calvert and Johnson, the 
critical points being practically the same on both cnrves. The alloys 
occupying the critical points on the induction balance cnrve are re- 
spectively SnCn^ a speculum metal, having a yellow-grey tint and 
large conchoidal fracture, and SnCu*, having a blue-grey colour and 
coarse surface of interrupted crystalline plates. The two alloys pass 
insensibly one into the other. C. H. B. 

Freezing Mixtures formed by an Acid and a Hydrated Salt. 
By Berthelot {Covipt revel., 90, 1191 — 1195). — The author agrees, 
on the whole, with Ditte (this vol., p. 602), but points out that in the 
case of hydrochloric acid and sodium sulphate the maximum thermal 
effect would correspond with the formation of sodium-hydrogen sul- 
phate and not sulphuric acid. Hydrated sodium sulphate may be 
regarded as a system in equilibrium composed of the true hydrate, a 
certain quantity of the anhydrous salt, and free water. When brought 
in contact with a substance capable of acting on it, such as hydro- 
chloric acid, the latter will first attack the anhydrous sulphate, since 
no work is required to separate it from combined water. The removal 
of the small quantity of the anhydrous salt destroys the equilibrium 
of the system, a fresh quantity is produced, this is immediately acted 
on by the acid, and so on until the decomposition is complete, since 
none of the new products bring about special conditions of equilibrium 
tending to limit the reaction. The liberated water assumes the liquid 
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condition, thus causing an absorption of heat. In the case of equiva- 
lent quantities of hydrochloric acid and sodium sulphate, the end pro- 
ducts of the reaction cannot be simply sulphuric acid and sodium chlo- 
ride, for these two substances react together, forming sodium hydrogen 
sulphate and hydrochloric acid, corresponding with the maximum 
thermal effect ; and, if there were no decomposition of the products, 
the reaction would cease, whatever the excess of hydrochloric acid. 
But the presence of the solvent modifies the reaction, the sodium- 
hydrogen sulphate is partially decomposed, and a system is formed 
composed of this salt, the normal sulphate, free sulphuric acid, aud 
water. The sodium chloride produced causes further complications, 
and the final result is a system composed of water, hydrochloric and 
sulphuric acids, sodium chloride and sulphate, and sodium-hydrogen 
sulphate. This system remains in equilibrium under certain limited 
conditions only. If excess of hydrochloric acid is present, the 
sodium chloride is thrown out of solution and the equilibrium of the 
system is destroyed ; the anhydrous sulphate is acted on by the hydro- 
chloric acid, more sodium chloride is produced, this is at once thrown 
out of solution, and so on. The whole of the sodium chloride, is, how- 
ever, only precipitated and the decomposition thus rendered complete, 
when the excess of hydrochloric acid added is such that, with the water 
set free, it forms a hydrate of the composition 2HC1.13 — 16H a O, in 
which the salt is almost totally insoluble. This explanation holds 
equally well for the reaction of other acids with other hydrated salts. 
In all these cases there is first an exothermic action, in accordance 
with the principle of maximum work. The changes which cause an 
absorption of heat are dissociation of the hydrated salt ; disaggrega- 
tion by the solvent ; solution, which in certain cases plays only an inter- 
mediate part ; and the liquefaction of the liberated water. 

0. H. B. 

Some General Relations between the Chemical Mass of the 
Elements and the Heat of Formation of their Compounds. By 
Berthelot ( CompL rend., 90, 1511 — 1515). — The law expressing the 
work done by the union of two heterogeneous molecules in terms of 
their mass, temperature, and distance, is not yet known, and possibly 
its discovery implies that) of the more general function, which includes 
all simple bodies in one common equation and reduces their different 
states to multiple forms of the same matter, differing in the mode of 
grouping of its parts and the nature of their motions. The study of the 
chemical and physical properties of the elements tends to show that 
atoms have a complex structure, are endowed with a specific architec- 
ture, and have complicated internal motions. 

Multiple proportions. — When no change of physical state occurs the 
heat developed by successive combinations of two elements or com- 
pounds diminishes as one of the elements accumulates. 

S gas + 0 a = S0 a evolves 4- 85*8 x 2 
SO* + 0 = S0 3 gas „ -f 22*6 

N s O, + 0= ST 3 0 s „ + 21-0 

HaO* t O ~ ISTjOi, ,, 4- 17*0 

NA + 0 = „ + 4-0 
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Hg, solid, 4 Br solid evolves 4 35 ’0 
HgBr 4 Br solid „ 4 17*6 


Hg, solid + I 
Hgl + I 

Sn -f- B r 2 solid 
SnBr a 4* Br 2 


„ 4 28*8 

» 4 11*2 

„ 4 68*8 

„ 4 32*2 


The greater part of the work is done in the first combination of 
heterogeneous molecules. This does not, however, apply to endo- 
thermic combinations, such as the formation of cyanogen, acetylene, 
or nitrogen monoxide. As a rule, the greater the complexity of the 
system formed the less its stability. 

When a change of state accompanies the chemical change the heat 
evolved is in many cases proportional to one of the elements and is inde- 
pendent of the other. For example, the heat of formation of amalgams 
rich in mercury is sensibly equal to the heat of fusion of the mercury ; 
it is almost the same for both potassium and sodium. Again, the heat 
of formation of Ell, from KI and gaseous iodiue is equal to the heat of 
vaporisation of the iodine ; similar relations are approximately trne in 
the case of potassium tribromide and the alkaline polysnlphides. The 
heat of formation of complex from simple saline hydrates is approxi- 
mately equal to the heat of solidification of the water. 

Chemical Functions . — Carbon compounds having the same function 
evolve the same amount of heat when undergoing the same transfor- 
mation. For example, the union of H a with a hydrocarbon of the 
ethylene series develops heat = 4 22 cals., the union of a gaseous haloid 
acid with the same hydrocarbons gives 4 15 cals., the combination of 
O with an aldehyde to form an acid gives 4 73 cals. Isomerides of 
the same function evolve very slight quantities of heat when under- 
going reciprocal transformations ; if, however, the function changes a 
considerable development of heat takes place. A relation which is 
too well marked to be accidental can be traced between the atomic 
weights and the heat of formation of the binary componnds of nickel, 
cobalt and iron, calcinm and strontium, thallium and lead, platinum 
and palladium, chlorine, bromine, and iodine. A large number of 
elements, however, show very different relations. C. H. B. 


Thermo-chemistry of the Oxides of Nitrogen. By J. Thomsen 
13, 1093 — 1095). — A comparison of the numbers obtained by 
the author (#£d.,13, 428) with those of Berthelot (Compt. rend 90, 
779). T. 0. 

Thermo-chemical Study of the Alkaline Polysnlphides. By 
P. Sabatier (Compt rend., 90, 1557 — 1560 ). — Potassium Polysulphide*. 
— The tetrasulphide, K 2 Si.2H 2 0, is obtained in large red deliquescent 
crystals by dissolving 3 atoms of sulphur in a solution of the mono- 
sulphide. The solution of 1 equivalent in at least 250 H 2 0 at 12° 
caused absorption of heat = —7*5 cals. The preceding compound 
effloresces in a vacuum, leaving KaSi-B^O. The solution of 1 equivalent 
*in 100 parts H 2 0 at 11*3°, caused absorption of heat = —2*24 cals. 
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A red, translucent, anhydrous tetrasulpbide, K 2 S 4 , is obtained by beat- 
ing tbe monohydrate below a dull red beat in a current of hydrogen. 
The solution of 1 equivalent in water at 15*7° developed beat = 
4 - 1*2 cals. A dilute solution of tbe tetrasulpbide was decomposed 
by hydrochloric acid in presence of an excess of iodine dissolved in 
potassium iodide, and tbe beat developed was measured, the necessary 
corrections being introduced for tbe specific beat of tbe iodine solu- 
tion, and tbe beat absorbed in its formation. Tbe various calorimetric 
determinations gave tbe following results : — 

Seat of Formation . 

K a 4 - S 4 solid s= KjjSi dissolved, gave -f 117 8 cals. 

K 3 4 S 4 „ = &jS 4 anhydrous „ 4“ 116*6 „ 

K 2 S dissolved 4- S 8 solid = K 2 S 4 dissolved „ 4- 5*2 „ 

K 2 S anhydrous 4 S 3 „ = K 2 S 4 anhydrous „ 4- 12*4 „ 

Seat of Sydration. 

K>S 4 anhydrous 4- E a O = K 2 S 4 .H>0 (solid water) evolves 4“ 2*66 cals, 
K.Si ,, 4” 2 H s O = K 2 S 4 .2h 2 0 ,, ,, 4” 5‘7b ,, 

K„S 4 .H 2 0 4" H 3 O = K 3 S 4 .2H 2 0 ,, ,, 4 " 8*10 ,, 

Sodium Foly sulphides. — Tbe tetrasulphide, 3 ST& 9 & 4 , is obtained as a 
red, translucent substance by cautiously fusing tbe monosulphide with 
sulphur in an atmosphere of hydrogen. Tbe solution of 1 equivalent 
in 600 H 2 0 at 16*5° developed beat = 4* 9*8 cals. The author was 
unable to obtain tbe crystallised tetrasulpbide described by Scbone. 
Tbe various polysulphides were obtained in solution by dissolving as 
much sulphur as possible (3*6 equivalents) in a solution of tbe mono- 
sulphide, and then mixing this solution with tbe requisite proportion 
of monosulphide. Calorimetric determinations, made in the same 
way as in the case of the potassium compounds, gave tbe following 
results : — 

Seat of For maiion from Elements. 

Ns* 4 - S 4 solid = Na^Sj, dissolved, gave 4 - 108*2 cals. 

Ea 2 4 * S 3 „ = NasS 3 „ „ 4- 106*4 „ 

Na* 4 - S 3 „ — Na^Ss „ „ 4- 104*6 „ 

Na* 4 - S 4 „ =: Na 2 S 4 anhydrous „ 4 - 98*4 „ 

Seat of Formation from the Monosulphide. 

!Ta 2 S anhydrous 4 - S 3 solid = So Si anhydrous, gave 4 10*2 cals. 

Sa 2 S dissolved 4 - S 3 „ = Na 2 S 4 dissolved „ 4 5*0 „ 

Na 2 S „ t Sa M == Ea^Ss „ „ 4 3*2 „ 

ITa^S „ 4- S „ = NaaS 2 „ „ 4 1’4 „ 

Tbe solution of each successive equivalent of sulphur in the mono- 
sulphide develops heat = 4 - 18 cals. ; this value is tbe same in tbe 
case of potassium. C. H. B. 

Thermo-chemical Study of Ammonium Polysulphides and 
Hydrogen Persulphide. By P. Sabatier ( Compt . rend., 91, 51 — 54). ‘ 
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Ammonium Sulphides. 

"N* + H 8 4* S 45 solid = solid, gives + 69*06 cals. 

N a + H 8 + S, „ = N 2 H 8 S 6 „ „ + 69*46 „ 

N 3 -f* Ha + Sa „ = H 2 HsS 8 „ „ + 69*66 „ 

H 2 + H s + S*, solid = N^HsSa, dissolved, evolves + 60*8 „ 

The composition of each atom o£ sulphur above the tetrasrdphido 
causes no sensible evolution of heat. 

2NH 8 gas + H s S gas + S 3 , solid = NsHsS* solid, gives + 40*0 cals. 

9» » *4* S 4 , ,, = N 2 H 8 S fi „ „ + 40*4 ,, 

9f 99 + S 7 , „ ~ N 2 HsS 8 ,, ,, + 40*6 „ 

Dry ammonia and dry hydrogen sulphide in presence of solid 

sulphur combine to form a certain proportion of polysulphide. 
H 2 H 8 S 8 was obtained in red crystals by the action of the mother- 
liquor from the pentasulphide, on sulphur. Fritzsche assigned to it 
the composition N 2 H 8 S 7 . 

Hydrogen Persulphide . — Obtained by the action of hydrochloric acid 
on calcium polysulphide. Its composition varied between H 2 S a and 
H 2 S 10 . This substance acts very slowly on a solution of iodine ; it was 
therefore decomposed by means of solid hydrated sodium sulphide. 

H s S gas + S n - 1 solid = H 2 S* gave —5*30 cals. 

H a + S«, solid = H 2 S», absorbs —0*70 cals. 

c. h. b. 

Behaviour of Carbonic Anhydride in relation to Pressure, 
Volume, and Temperature. By R. Clausius (Ann. Phys. Ghent. 
[2], 9, 337 — 358). — The author discusses the several formulae which 
have been proposed by Rankine, Him, Recknagel, and Van der Waals, 
for expressing tbe relations between the pressure, temperature, and 
volume of gases, which, like carbonic acid, depart from Marriotte’s 
law. He lias himself investigated an expression for these relations, 
and has arrived at this formula 

t> T 0 

T v - a T (u + Bf 

where p represents the pressure, v the volume, and T the al solute 
temperature, while R, e, a, and £ are constants. Taking one atmo- 
sphere as the unit of pressure, and the volume of the gas at 0 ° under 
760 mm. as the unit of volume, the following are the values of the 
constants of the formula for carbonic acid gas : — R = 0*003688 5 c = 
2 0935 ; a = 0*000843 ; = 0*000977. On comparing this formula 

with the results obtained by Andrews in three recent and in three 
older series of experiments on carbonic acid, the author finds the most 
satisfactory agreement between the observed and the calculated values 
of p, except only where the pressure amounts to 400 or 500 atmo- 
spheres ; and, for reasons explained in the paper, he considers that the 
divergences are more probably due to errois of experiment than to 
failure of the formula. R. R. 
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Suggestion as to the Constitution of Chlorine, offered by the 
Dynamical Theory of Gases. By A. W. Ruckeb (Phil. Mag. [5], 
9, 35 — 39 ). — The specific heats of a gas at constant volume (C„) and 
constant pressure (Cp), and the degrees of freedom (m) of the mole- 
cules of which it is composed are connected together by the equations 

(1) (Oj,— 0,)« = -0694; ( 2 ) gr = + — where e = a qnan- 

of the molecule. Kundt and 

= 1 * 666 , from which it would 

follow that the atoms of mercury are smooth, rigid spheres. For 0, 

IT, H, CO, ITO, and air, — f = 1-4, which agrees with the supposi- 

\Jv 

tion that their molecules are surfaces of revolution, for which 
Boltzmann and Bosanquet have pointed out that m = 5, e = 0. 
Such a surface of revolution would be formed by two spheres rigidly 
united, or, as is more probably the case, bound together by forces 
which prevent the separation of their surfaces, while leaving them 
otherwise free to move. The maximum number of degrees of freedom 
of a molecule composed of n smooth rigid spheres would be 3 n, but 
this value would generally be reduced by the forces acting between 
the spheres ; m + e could not he greater, but might be less than 3 n -f e. 
For a molecule composed of 2 atoms e = 0, but this value will probably 
increase with the complexity of the molecule. Two tables are given, 

the first showing the values of m + e, and 3 n for Hg, 0, IT, H, 

Op 

air, and several compounds of C, H, 0, and S, and IT ; the second 
showing the values of the same quantities for certain compounds of 
chlorine. In the first table m +■ e is always less than oil, except in 
the case of Hg, when the two quantities are equal ; in the second m -f e 
is greater than 3 n for more than two-thirds of the compounds given. 
This difference may be explained by supposing either that in the case of 
chlorine e is abnormally large , which would agree with the supposition 
that the atrrms composing the molecule are less firmly united; or that n 
has hem taken too small, i.e., the molecule of chlorine consists of more 
than 2 atoms . In the last column of the second table are given the 
values of 3/? on the supposition that Clj should be written for Cl. 
The differences between 3 n and m 4 - e are now of the same older and 
sign as in Table I. Hydrochloric acid (m f e = 5), however, presents 
a difficulty, Rince the degrees of freedom of a molecule composed of 
four spheres would be greater than five, nnless the spheres were 
rigidly connected, with their centres in the same straight line. Bro- 
mine, and monobrometbane, the only one of its componnds which has 
been studied, show similar differences. These observations have a 
special interest in connection with Y. Meyer’s researches on the 
vapour-density of chlorine. C. H. B, 

Relations between the Pressures, Temperatures, and 
Densities of Saturated Vapours, By A. Winkelma nn (Am. Ohem. 
Phy$.y [2], 9, 358 — 393). — This paper is a continuation of a previous 


tity depending on the potential energy 
Warburg find for mercury vapour = 

Op 
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communication, and in it the anthor discusses mathematically the 
formulae which have been proposed for expressing the relations between 
the pressure, temperature, and density of the vapours of ether, carbon 
bisulphide, carbon chloride, acetone, and chloroform. He gives tables 
in which the observed values in many series of experiments are com- 
pared with values calculated from the formulae. it. It. 

* 

Heat of Vaporisation of Sulphuric Anhydride, By Ber- 
thelot (Oompt rend., 90, 1510 — 1511). — S0 3 gas 4 H 3 0 4 * water = 
SO 4 H 3 dilute, evolves 4 * 49*2 cals.; the hydration of solid SO 3 
(80 grams) evolves 4 37*4 cals., hence the vaporisation of SOj 
(80 grams) at about 18° absorbs — 11*8 cals., a number which does 
not differ greatly from that for the vaporisation of solid H a 0 (18 grams) 
at 0°, 12*3 cals. 0. H. B. 

Solubility of Solids in Gases. By J. B. Haynay and J. Hogarth 
( Ckem . News, 41, 103). — The term “gas” is applied to a fluid at any 
temperature above its critical point. Alcohol gas dissolves potassium 
iodide, <fcc., and no deposition of solid occurs at temperatures much 
above the critical point. The spectrum of cobaltous chloride dissolved 
in alcohol gas at 320° is identical with that of the chloride at 15°. 
The critical point of alcohol gas is 234*6°, at a pressure of 65 atmo- 
spheres; if the gas contain dissolved potassium iodide, the critical 
point is 237° for 71*1 atmospheres pressure. 

A simple and efficient modification of Andrews’s apparatus is de- 
scribed. M. M. P. M. 

“Flashing” in Assays of Gold. By A. D. v. Riemsdijk ( Ohem . 
News, 41, 126). — When a mixture of gold, copper, and silver in 
certain proportions is cupelled with lead at a temperature above the 
melting point of gold, the liquid metal on leaving the muffle cools 
below redness, and then suddenly emits a clear greenish light. 

Any means which prevents the complete fnsion of the alloy of gold 
and silver, or disturbs the equilibrium of the cooling mass, prevents 
the phenomenon of “ flashing.” The phenomenon is explained by the 
anthor by supposing that the molten alloy is in a superfused state, and 
that as it cools a limit of temperature is reached at which it suddenly 
parts with its latent heat of fusion ; this evolution of heat is attended 
with a flash of light. 

The paper contains details of the circumstances which prevent 
flashing, and also deals with the practical application of the phenomenon 
in testing gold for metals of the platinum group, some of which do, 
whilst others do not prevent flashing, and in other departments of 
gold assaying. M. M. P. M. 

Chemical Repulsion. By E. J. Mills (Ohem. News, 41, 40). 
— A glass plate is covered with barium chloride solution, and another 
plate, with a perforation at the centre, is pressed upon the first. When 
only a thin film of the solution remains between the plates, a little 
dilute sulphuric acid is introduced through the perforation. Barium 
sulphate is formed, and slowly spreads between the plates. If the upper 
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plate Rave two circular perforations, and if sulphuric acid be intro- 
duced at each, two circles of barium sulphate are formed, but the circles 
exercise a visible retardation on each other at their neighbouring 
edges. 

If the perforations are equidistant from the centre of a square plate 
and situated on the diagonal of the plate, the other diagonal is 
eventually traced out in a line of no chemical action. 

Various modifications of the experiment are described. The author 
concludes that “ chemical action can take place at a distance,” and 
that “ two or more chemical actions, identical except in position, com- 
pletely exclude one another.’ 1 * M. M. P. M. 

Molecular Volumes of Solid Carbon Compounds. By H. 

Schroder (Ber., 13, 1070 — 1076). — This is a continuation of the 
author’s previous papers (ibid., 12, 561, 1612 ; this Journal, Absts. 
(1879), 610; (1880), 21. 


Carbon sesquichloride, CgCla 237’0 

Phthalic acid, C 8 H 6 0 4 166*0 < 

Quinone, OaHiOg ♦ * 108*0 < 

Anthraquinone, C w H 8 0 8 208*0 - 

Phenanthraquinone, CuHsOo 208*0 - 

Met anitrochl orben zen e , CeHJSTOiCl 157*5 
Thiocarbamide, CSN 2 H 4 76*0 - 

D ie t hy 1 carbamide , GsHnN'oO 116*0 < 

Guanidine carbonate, C 3 H 13 N 6 0 3 . . 180*0 < 

Styracin, Ci a H l 6 0 2 , m. p. 40— 4d°lo64*0< 
(= 44°, Muller) j 

Citraconic acid, C 8 B^ 0 4 130*0 \ 

Itaconic acid, C fi H 6 0 4 130*0 < 

Pyrotartaric acid, C 6 H«0 4 132*0 < 


Cyauuric acid, H 3 C 3 N 3 03 + 2Aq . . 165*( 

Camphoric acid, CuHisOi, m. p. =1 OAA , 
177— 178° r 001 


Benzoic acid, GrH fi O* 122 < 


Sp. gr. 

Molec. voL. 

2-011 

117-8 

1-593 

104-2 

1-585 

104-8 

1-307 

82-6 

1-318 

81-9 

1-438 to 

144-7 to 

1-419 

146-6 

1-404 

148-2 

1-405 

148-1 

1-534 

102-6 

1-406 

54-1 

1-450 

52-4 

1-040 

111-6 

1-043 

111-3 

1-251 

143-9 

1-238 

145-4 

1-154 

228-8 

1-159 

227-8 

1-618 

80-4 

1-616 

80-5 

1-632 

79-7 

1-573 

82-6 

1-413 

93-4 

1-408 

93 8 

1-855 

90 6 

1893 

88 8 

1-722 

95-8 

1-735 

95-1 

1-195 

167-5 

1-191 

168-0 

1*437 

160 8 

1-449 

159-4 

1-288 to 

94-7 to 

1-314 

92-8 
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Sodium nitroprusside, 

NaaFe0 fi N 8 H40 8 

Mercuric cyanide, HgCy a 

Silver cyanide, AgCy 

Pyrocateclmic acid, C 7 H 6 04 .H 2 0 

Gallic acid, C 7 H 6 0fi.H 2 0 

Morphine, 0 i 7 Hi 9 N0 3 .H 3 0 ...... 

Codeine, CisHaxNOs.HjO 

Thebaine, C 19 H 21 JNO 3 

Laudanine, CaJBWN 0 4 . . * 

Cryptopine, CaHssNOs , 

Papaverine, C 21 H 31 NO 4 

ETarcotine, CffllLalTOY . 


Molec. wt. Sp. gr. 

Molec. voL 


fl718 

173-5 

[ 298-0 <j 

1-731 

172-1 

i 

I 1-687 

176-7 (Dudley) 

, 252-0 \ 

r 3-990 
l 4-011 

63-2 

62-8 

. 134-0 

8-988 

33-6 

. 172-0 i 

i 

f 1-542 io 

111-6 to 

1 1-541 

111-7 

188-0 j 

r 1-703 

110-4 

1 1-685 

111-5 

303-0 <j 

r 1-326 

228-5 

1 1-317 

230-1 

317-0 <j 

I 1 1-323 
i 1-311 

239-6 

241-8 

311-0 -j 

r 1-305 

238-3 

l 1-282 

242*6 

348-0 j 

r 1*256 

273-1 

1 1-255 

273-3 

369-0 

' 1-351 

2731 

351-0 <j 

' 1-337 to 

262-5 to 

1-308 

268-4 

413-0 <j 

’ 1-374 to 

3006 to 

1-395 

296-1 


Cases are mentioned confirming the former statement that carbon, 
hydrogen, and oxygen always occupy the space of one stere. 

T. C, 


Inorganic Chemistry. 


Density of Iodine Vapour. By L. Troost (Compt rend., 91, 
5t — 56). — The iodine was volatilised in porcelain globes of 250 — 
300 c.c. capacity, glazed inside and out, which were placed in a muffle 
and heated in an oil furnace, the temperatures being determined by 
means of the air thermometer previously described. Assuming that the 
coefficient of expansion of iodine vapour is the same as that of air, the 
following results were obtained : — 

Temperature .. 1235-5° 1241° 1250° 

Density 5*82 5*71 5 65 

The density was also determined at the boiling point of sulphur 
under varying pressures, assuming that iodine vapour obeys Boyle’s 
law : — 

Pressure.... 768*0 mm. 67*2 48*6 48*57 34*52 

Density.... 8*70 8*20 7*75 7*76 7*35 

The auihor considers that these results indicate, not dissociation or 
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an isomeric change, but that the coefficients of expansion and com- 
pressibility of iodine vapour vary respectively with the temperature 
and pressure. 0- B. 

Density of Iodine Vapour. By V. Meter (. Ber ., 13, 1103— 
1116). — This is a reply to the remarks of Crafts and Meier (Ber., 
13, 851 ; this vol.), on the author's method (1) of determining the 
temperature, and (2) of taking vapour-densities. In regard to the 
former it is allowed that Crafts and Meier’s objections are well founded, 
for, since the measurement of the temperature of the furnace is taken 
at a time very different from that at which the actual vapour-density 
determination is made, it is impossible to ensure that the temperature 
of the furnace remains constant throughout that length of time, and 
consequently the results obtained in this way do not give the correct 
relation between the temperature and the density. The author is at 
present engaged in experiments with a view to overcome this object 
tion. 

With respect to the objections as to the modus op&randi in taking 
vapour-densities, it is shown by a number of special experiments that 
they are entirely without foundation, and that therefore the method 
formerly described gives correct results. T. C. 

Dissociation of Iodine Vapour. By A. Naumaot (Ber., 13, 
1050 — 1052). — On the assumption* that the molecule I a splits up into 
two atoms (I + I), the author has constructed a table showing the 
amount of dissociation which iodine undergoes as the temperature in- 
creases. For this purpose the experimental numbers of Meier and 
Crafts (ibid., 13, 851) are employed, and use is made of the formula 

p 5=5 (Annalen, 1867, Suppl., 5, 345), in which d = the 

(a — 1)D 

normal density of the undecomposed gas, D the observed density, a 
the number of atoms into which the molecule is decomposed, and p 
the percentage amount of decomposition. Since a = 2, and d = 

= 8’ 70, the above becomes p - - . D > . 

The table so constructed shows that the course of the dissociation of 
iodine vapour is quite in accordance with the result required by the 
mechanical theory of gases, viz : , that the increments of decomposition 
corresponding to equal differences of temperature increase gradually 
from tiie temperature at which dissociation commences, np to that at 
which 50 per cent, of the vapour is decomposed, and then decrease in 
a similar manner up to that temperature at which dissociation is 
complete. 

Attention is drawn to the unusually large range of the temperature 
of dissociation, vi z. 9 from about 600° to about 1800°. T. O. 

Physical Constants of Hydrochloric Acid. By Gk Ansdbll 
(Ohem. News, 41, 75). — The gas was condensed in a Qailletet pump. 
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Temperature. 

Density. 

Temperature. 

Coefficient 
of compression. 

0° 

0-908 

47-0° 

0-00166 

7-5 

0-873 

41-6 

0-00123 

11-67 

0-854 

33-0 

0-00096 

15-85 

0-835 

22-9 

0-000635 

22-7 

0-808 

15-85 

0-00062 

33-0 

0-748 

10-5 

0-00054 

41-6 

0-678 

5-7 

0-000397 

47-8 

0-619 

— 

— 


Temp. 

Yol. of 
saturated 
vapour at point 
of 

liquefaction. 

Fractional vol. 
of gas at point 
of Equefaction 
referred 
to initial vol. 
under one 
atmosphere. 

Yolume 

of 

condensed 

liquid. 

Rati"> of vol. 
of liquid 
to that of 
gas. 

Pressure 
in atmo- 
spheres. 

0*00° 


j 




4*00 

137-31 

1 

88 *89 

7*35 

18*18 

29*8 

9*25 

118*96 

1 

46-75 

7*90 

15*05 

33*9 

13*8 

103*60 

1 

53*19 

8*35 

12*39 

87*75 

18*1 

91 *77 

1 

61-17 

8*74 

10*50 

41*80 

22-0 

81*19 

1 

70 *06 

9*10 

8*72 

45-75 

26-75 

69*69 

1 

82 94 

9*50 

7*33 

51*00 

33-4 

56*75 

1 

105 *98 

10*12 j 

5-50 | 

j 

58*85 

39*4 

44*85 

1 

184 *33 

10*68 

4 T9 ! 

1 

66*95 

44*8 | 

36*34 

1 

168-67 

11 *96 

3*03 

] 

75*20 

48-0 

81*33 

1 

197 *60 

12*00 

2*61 1 

80*80 

49*4 

27 *64 

1 

224*96 

12*92 

2T3 

84*75 

60*66 

25*70 

— 

14*30 

1-79 

85-58 

61-00 

28*96 

— 

— 

— 

— 


M. M. P. M. 


Analyses of Air. By H. Macagno (Chem, News, 41, 97). — The 
analyses are of the air of Palermo. A marked deficiency of oxygen 
is shown dnring the prevalence of the sirocco wind/March 20th, 19*994, 
and May 31st, 20*017 per cent, by volume). 

The mean results are as follows : — 
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February to May . 
Gram per 100 litres. 



O (volume). 

20-717 

00> 

0 033 

Organic Mean 

HN0 3 . HH 3 . matter, temperature. 

0*000 0*008 0*102 14*2° 

Eainfall 
in mm. 

173-18 

20-920 

0-039 

June to August . 
traces 0*009 0*160 

23-4 

0-00 


M. M. P. M. 


Variations in the Composition of the Atmosphere. By P. v. 
Jolly and E. W. Morley (Bied, Centr 1880, 280 — 231). — The first- 
named author employs two methods for the estimation of atmospheric 
oxygen and nitrogen ; the results of both fully correspond. First, the 
weighing of a definite volume of air in conjunction with the estima- 
tion of the sp. gr. of oxygen and nitrogen, and afterwards the direct 
eudiometric analysis of the air ; the direction of the wind currents too 
muBt be closely observed. The end result of the observations shows 
that the oxygen of the atmosphere is subject to not inconsiderable 
variations. In the year 1877 the amount of oxygen varied from 21*01 
to 20*53 per cent, in the years 1875-76, 20*96 — 20*47 per cent. ; in 
both years the highest figures were obtained during north, and the 
lowest during the prevalence of southerly winds, but it is not affirmed 
that these directions of the air currents are always accompanied by or 
are a cause* of these phenomena. A change of wind, however, from 
one to other of these directions is generally followed by a variation of 
a half of a per cent, in the composition of the air, and a brisk rapidly 
changing wind is the best condition for obtaining well mixed air. 
Further observations are looked forward to to show that notwithstand- 
ing the richer vegetation of the tropics, the process of oxidation is 
more active there than that of reduction, whilst the reverse is taking 
place in northern regions. 

Morley, in the American Jour. Science , takes the foregoing experi- 
ments into consideration, and says that if Jolly’s results are trustworthy, 
and show, by an examination of the air of the temperate zone, such 
differences, after travelling thousands of miles and being blended with 
the air of the intermediate countries, the actual difference when esti- 
mated near the pole and the equator must be great indeed, and greater 
than there is any reason for supposing. He therefore thinks further 
research necessary. According to a theory recently propounded by 
Loomis, the sudden lowerings of temperature are not caused by the 
passage of cold currents of air from higher to lower latitudes, but 
rather by the vertical descent of masses of cold air from the upper 
regions of the atmosphere to the lower. Morley says if this be the 
case, it is easy to understand that during the lowering of the tempera- 
ture the air in the vicinity of the earth’s surface should contain less 
than the average amount of oxygen, and that a sample of air taken 
from such a descending mass is in reality a sample of the upper 
stratum of the atmosphere before mixing with the underlying strata, 
and it is also possible that if that sample was part of a mass which had 
long been in the higher regions, it might have lost some of the oxygen 
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which it contained when resting on the surface of the ocean. He also 
directs attention to the fact that Jolly’s analyses showed the following 
qnantities of oxygen 20*48 — 20*50, 20-4$— 20*46, 20*56, and that in 
Fehling’s “ Neues Handworterbnch der Chemie,” an analysis of air 
from the Bay of Bengal gives oxygen at 20*46, one from the neigh- 
bourhood of Calcutta, 20 *3#, and from the vicinity of Algiers, 20*41, 
So that from this it is improbable that such great differences really 
exist. J. F. 

Variations in the Carbonic Anhydride of the Atmosphere. 
By P. Hasselbarth and J. Fittbogen ( Bied . Centr ., 1880, 161 — 164). 
— The experiments recorded in this paper were undertaken in conse- 
quence of the considerable differences existing between the observa- 
tions of Saussure and Boussingault on the one hand, and Schulze 
(at Rostock) on the other ; they were also intended to throw light on 
the effect of local influences on such variations. 

The following is the record of experiments : — 

The average of 347 estimations made at the station of Dahme show 
a mean of 3*24 vols. of carbonic anhydride in 10,000 of air, which 
serves to confirm the assertion of Schulze that Saussure and Boussin- 
gault’s estimate of 4 to 4*15 was too high. Henneberer in estimations 
made at Weende fonnd an average of 3*2 per cent., which is confirma- 
tory of those of the author. Both localities are about the same distance 
from the sea. 

At Rostock 1,600 estimations were made, the mean of which was 
only 2*92 vols. in 10,000 of atmospheric air; the difference appears to 
be caused by the situation of the place close to the sea, the water of 
which possesses such power of absorption for carbonic anhydride. At 
Dahme the figures varied monthly, and were lowest in December, 
which the authors ascribe to the cold retarding the ordinary processes 
of decay. 

The figures also show an intimate connection with the direction and 
strength of the wind, its direction having most influence. In Dahme 
the west wind always caused an increase; at Rostock there was an 
increase during northerly winds, and a diminution during south- 
westerly, An increase in the force of the wind, no matter from what 
direction, invariably decreases the amount of carbonic anhydride, and 
after high winds or storms, it almost always increases; when this 
does not occur, it is due to maintenance of higher winds than usual or 
a change in their direction. 

Rain generally causes a depression ; a thaw causes a decrease, fog 
sometimes a small increase, sometimes a decrease. 

A course of experiments made during the summers of 1876 — 1877 
in Dahme on evaporation from plants shows a general decrease in 
carbonic anhydride from sunrise to mid-day, from thence to sunset a 
regular increase. All experiments show a sudden decrease shortly 
after sunrise, which is attributed to the action of the awakened and 
refreshed plants, J. F- 

Formation of Hydrogen Peroxide and Ozone by the Action of 
Moist Phosphorus on Air. By A. R. Leeds (Ber., 13, 1066—1070). 
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— The former statement ( [Annalen , 200, 286) that both hydrogen per- 
oxide and ozone are produced by the action of moist phosphorus on air, 
is confirmed. The dilute solution of these two bodies is not completely 
decomposed even after long standing. When the current of ozonised 
air is passed through a tube heated to different temperatures, the 
amount of water produced by the decomposition of the hydrogen per- 
oxide increases with the temperature, whilst the quantity of ozone 
regularly diminishes up to 200°, when it disappears altogether; if 
after this point is reached, the aqueous solution of the gases is titrated 
with a slightly acid (sulphuric) instead of a neutral solution of potas- 
sium iodide, the latter undergoes slow decomposition, which is not due 
to ozone, but to the action of ordinary oxygen. T. O. 

An Experiment with Sulphur. By T. Gboss ( OJiem . Centr., 1879, 
785). — The author doubts the elementary character of sulphur. By 
heating a mixture of sulphur (commercial milk of sulphur)* and lin- 
seed oil in an open basin, he obtained a black porous mass, which dis- 
solved in concentrated sulphuric acid, after long-continued heating, to 
form a syrupy liquid. After dilution, sulphuretted hydrogen was 
passed into this liquid, and produced a light brown precipitate, soluble 
in ammonium sulphide or in hot potash solution. When burnt in air, 
this precipitate left a black residue, which was not acted on by in- 
organic acids, was not attacked by oxygen even at a red heat, and was 
but slowly and partially changed by chlorine with formation of a sub- 
limate, which was reduced to the original black substance by the aotion 
of hydrogen. M. M. P. M. 

Crystallised Calcium Oxide. By A. Levallois and S. Meunieb 
{Corrupt, rend., 90, 1566 — 1568). — A crystalline mass, in some parts 
white, in others slightly coloured, found on the lining of a continuous 
lime-kiln which had been in almost uninterrupted operation at Cham- 
pigny for 28 months, consisted partly of rounded grains, partly of 
small distinct cubical crystals. These crystals, the angles of which 
were in some cases slightly modified, were opalescent and had no 
action on polarised light. When exposed to the air they slowly 
absorbed a small quantity of water and carbonic anhydride, and when 
placed in water were gradually dissolved. Dilute acids were almost 
without aotion in the cold, but, if slightly warmed, the crystals were 
rapidly dissolved with considerable evolution of heat, hut no gas was 
given off. Analysis gave the numbers CaO, 96*9 ; H a O, 1*9 ; insoluble 
matter, 08 = 99*6 ; sp. gr., 3*82. Probably the crystalline oxides of 
the allied metals and magnesium may be formed in a similar way. 

C. H. B. 

Note. — Brugelmann (this Journal, 1878, Absts. 471 and 771) has 
obtained crystals of lime, baryta, and strontia by strongly heating the 
niteatee in covered crucibles. — C. H. B. 

Enactions between Calcium Carbonate and Ammoniacal 

SWtB. By Bitot (Oomp. rend., 90, 1216— 1218).— Calcium car- 

. M foufei seems to have been made bv the author to ascertain whether the 



INORGANIC CHEMISTRY. 


701 


bonate when boiled with solutions of amraoniaeal compounds or 
nitrogenous organic bodies, causes the evolution of ammonia equally as 
well as magnesia. With solutions of ammonium salts, the evolution 
of ammonia, probably as carbonate, takes place even at ordinary 
temperatures. The ammonia naturally present in soils is probably 
mainly in the form of carbonate ; that added as manure is generally 
in the form of sulphate. A calcareous soil very rich in humus, a very 
clayey soil, a sandy soil, and Fontainebleau sand, when mixed with 
water, ammonium chloride, and calcium carbonate, evolved respec- 
tively in 23 days at a mean temperature of 23°, 0*00303 gram, 0*00310 
gram, 0*01390 gram, and 0*02120 gram of ammonia. The volatilisa- 
tion of ammonia is also effected by passing a current of air, free from 
carbonic anhydride, through solutions of various ammonium salts, in 
the presence of calcium carbonate. If, however, the air be replaced 
by carbonic anhydride only, a mere trace of ammonia is given off. 
Soils rich in organic matter also contain considerable qnantities of 
carbonic anhydride, which will tend, therefore, to prevent the diffusion 
of the ammonia into the atmosphere. It would appear, then, that in 
waters and in soils a double decomposition takes place between am- 
moniacal salts and calcinm carbonate, tending to cause a loss of 
ammonia, which in the case of a soil will be greater the greater its 
absorbent properties, and less the greater the amount of carbonic 
anhydride in the gases in the soil. C. H. B. 

Characteristics of the Alkaline Earths and of Zinc Oxide. 
By Gk Brogelmam ( Z & its . Anal . Ohem., 1880, 283—290). — Calcium 
oxide is obtained in the amorphous condition by ignition of the hy- 
drate or carbonate, whilst from the nitrate it is obtained in cubes ; the 
sp. gr. of both forms is 3*25. 

Strontium oxide, from the oxide or carbonate, is amorphous and of 
sp. gr. 4*51, that from the nitrate crystallises in cubes, and has a 
sp. gr. of 4*75. Barium oxide prepared from the hydrate forms micro- 
scopic needles, which cannot belong to the regular system, as they 
show chromatic polarisation ; the sp. gr. is 5*32 ; the nitrate on igni- 
tion yields microscopic cubes of sp. gr. 5*78. Magnesium oxide was 
invariably obtained amorphous, and of sp. gr. 3*42. Zinc oxide from 
the carbonate or hydrate is amorphous ; sp. gr. 5*47 ; that from the 
nitrate forms microscopic hexagonal pyramids of sp. gr. 5*78. 

A. J. Gk 

Revision of the Atomic Weights and Quantivalence of 
Aluminium. By J. W. Mallet (Chem, News, 41, 212 — 213). — In 
the determination of the atomic weight, vessels of platinum or hard 
porcelain were used where possible instead of glass. 

In the first series of experiments the aluminium oxide was deter- 
mined, which resulted from the ignition of a known weight of ammo- 
nium alum. 

In the second series a solution of aluminium bromide was precipi- 
tated by silver nitrate, and the ratio was obtained of the silver used to 
form the silver nitrate, to the aluminium bromide. 

In the third series, pure aluminium (obtained by the reduction of the 
» bromide by sodium) was dissolved in a solution of pure soda, and the 

VOL. xxxviii. 3 d 



702 


ABSTRACTS OF CHEMICAL PAPERS, 


hydrogen evolved was either measured directly or burnt to water, and 
weighed as such. 

In the following epitome of the results, A, B, 0 denote groups of 
experiments under each series, the experiments of each group differing 
only in the quantity of material operated on, while the different groups 
differ in the different preparation used, or in some feature of the 
method. Thus in Series I, A was made with alum, dried by exposure 
to air for two hours ; B with alum dried by exposure for twenty-four 
hours. In Series II, A, B, C were made with successive portions of a 
distillate of aluminium bromide. In Series III, A was made by 
estimating the hydrogen by volume, B by weighing the water formed 
by its combustion. Only the number of experiments in each group, 
the mean results from the group, and the probable error of the mean 
are here given : — 

Series I. 


A. B. C. 

^Number 5 5 — 

Mean 27*040 27*096 — 

Probable error. ... ± 0*073 ± 0*0054 — 

Series IT. 

[Number 8 5 3 

Mean 27*034 27*023 27*018 

Probable error + 0 0049 ± 0*0052 + 0*0069 

Series HI. 

[Number 6 3 — 

Mean 27*005 26*990 — 

Probable error. ... ± 0*0033 ± 0*0046 — 


Prom' the fact that crystallised ammonium alum gradually loses 
water on exposure to air, least confidence is reposed in Series I, B, 
most weight being attached to Series III, A, the resulting hydrogen 
occupying a large volume, and direct comparison being made with it, 
without the intervention of other atomic weights. The mean from 
the thirty experiments, all included, is Al = 27*032, with a probable 
error of ± 0*0045. Excluding Series I, B, the mean of the remain- 
ing twenty-five is Al = 27*019, with a probable error of ±0*0030. 

F. L. T. 

Edible Earth from Japan. By E. G. Love (Chem. New % 41, 
187 — 188). — The analysis of a specimen of this earth, from Toietonai 
(Eat-Earth Valley), on the north coast of Yesso, and used by the 
Ainos as food, gave the following results : — 
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Silicon oxide 

. . . 67-19 

Aluminium „ 

. . . 13-61 

Iron 

1-11 

Manganese 

0-07 

Calcium 

3-89 

Magnesium 

1-99 

Potassium 

0-23 

Sodium 

0-75 

Sulphuric anhydride 

. . . 0-19 

Phosphoric „ 

— trace 

Water and volatile matter . . . 

. . . 11-02 


100-05 


It is of alight grey colour, and very fine in structure. This analysis 
shows that the earth is essentially an aluminium, silicate with silicon 
anhydride, and is similar in composition to those eaten by the Javanese 
and Laplanders. This clay is eaten as soup, being boiled with lily 
roots in a small quantity of water, and afterwards strained. 

F. L. T. 

Retrogradation of Superphosphates containing Iron and 
Aluminium. By C. F. Meyer (Zeits. Anal . Chem., 1880, 309—311). 
— The previous conclusions of the author (ibid., 1880, 145) are in- 
correct. Ferric sulphate acting on monocalcium phosphate yields 
gypsum and an acid ferric phosphate, which in its turn acting on any 
tricaleic phosphate present, forms insoluble ferric phosphate together 
with equal quantities of mono- and di-calcic phosphates. 

A. J . G. 

Atomic Weight and Characteristic Salts of Ytterbium. 
By L. F. jNilson (Gompt. rend., 91, 56 — 59). — About 20 grams of pure 
ytfcerbia were isolated from 6 kilos, of the crude earths obtained from 
many kilos, of gadolinite and euxenite by the method already de- 
scribed. Tbe oxide was dissolved in acid, the solution treated with 
hydrogen sulphide, and the ytterbium precipitated as oxalate, which 
when heated gave the oxide in a perfectly pure condition. The mean 
of seven concordant determinations of the atomic weight by convert- 
ing the oxide into the anhydrous sulphate was 173*01. 

The oxide, YbjOa, is a white infusible powder, sp. gr. 9*175, in- 
soluble in water, easily soluble in hot dilnte acids, but attacked with 
difficulty, even by strong acids, in the cold. Its solutions have a sweet 
astringent taste, are colourless, and give no absorption-spectrum. The 
salts impart no colour to the Bunsen flame, but with the electric spark 
the chloride gives a brilliant spectrum. The nitrate forms large 
crystals, which melt in their water of crystallisation at 100°, and 
decompose when heated with evolution of nitric acid and nitrous 
fumes, and formation of insoluble basic nitrates. The sulphate, 
YT^SOiBHaO, forms large brilliant prisms which do not alter when 
exposed to the air, but lose their water at 100°. It dissolves slowly 
in boiling water, and is completely soluble in a saturated solution of 
potassium sulphate. The anhydrous sulphate may be heated to a 
* high temperature without decomposition, but at a white heat is com-* 



704 


ABSTRACTS OF CHEMICAL PAPERS. 


pletely converted into oxide. Tlie normal selenite is obtained as a 
voluminous amorphous precipitate by mixing solutions of sodium 
selenite and ytterbium sulphate. When treated with excess of 
selenious acid it yields an insoluble crystalline acid selenite, 
Tb 23 SeO 3 .H 2 SeO 3 . 4 H 2 O, which loses its water at 100°. The oxalate, 
ybaBCaOi.lOHjjO, is formed as a voluminous precipitate of small fine 
needles by the addition of oxalic acid to a solution of an ytterbium 
salt; this precipitate soon contracts, and assumes the form of short 
thick prisms. It loses 7H a O at 100°, and is but slightly soluble in 
water and dilute acids. 

That ytterbia is a sesquioxide is shown by the composition of the 
sulphate, analogous to and isomorphous with those of yttrium and 
didymium; by the composition of the acid selenite, and by that of the 
oxalate and formate, analogous respectively to the corresponding salts 
of didymium and yttrium; and, lastly, by the molecular heats and 
volumes of the oxide and the anhydrous sulphate. 0. H. B. 

Action of Potassium Chlorate on Ferrous Iodide. By R. H. 
Parker (Phcurm. J. Trans. [3], 10, 850 — 851). — By mixing syrup of 
iodide of iron and potassium chlorate together, and allowing the 
mixture to stand, iodine separates out, and a red precipitate is formed, 
which appears to be ferric oxide with 1 mol. of water, Fe a O s H a O. 
The reaction is accelerated by heating the mixture, and also by adding 
excess of potassium chlorate. During the gradual precipitation in 
the cold the iron remaining in solution exists in the ferrous state, but 
when the action is complete the whole of the iron is precipitated. 
The reaction may be expressed 2FeI a + KC10 8 -f H a O = Fe 2 03 .H a 0 -f 
2I a + KC1 ; it is not quite certain what amount of potassium chloride 
is formed, but the question is being investigated. L. T. O’S. 

Composition and Analysis of Weldon Mud. By H. Lunge 
( Ghem . New% 41, 129 and 141). — This paper is mainly devoted to a 
criticism of a communication by Post in the Benchte (12, 1454). The 
author details experiments which prove that the results obtained by 
acting on the “mud” with ferrous sulphate, and titrating residual 
iron by permanganate, are identical with those obtained by Bunsen’s 
iodometric method. 

For estimating total manganese he gives the preference to Weldon’s 
original method of boiling with bleaching powder, with subsequent 
titration of the precipitate by iron and permanganate ; he shows that 
the “ mud ” may be boiled directly with bleaching powder without 
previous solution in acid. 

His experiments also confirm Weldon’s view of the composition of 
the “mud,” so far as the existence of a “ base ” is concerned. 

M. M. P. M. 

Atomic Weight of Antimony. By J. P. Cooke (Ohem. News , 41, 
201 — 203). — In a previous paper ( Proc . Am. Ac. Art. Sci. 9 2, 11) 
reasons were given for preferring antimonious bromide as the body 
for determining the atomic weight of antimony from, and 15 results 
were given, with the mean value 120*00 varying between 119*4 and 
120*4, These previous results were obtained from the gravimetric* 
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determination by silver in presence of tartaric acid, of the bromine in 
antimonions bromide, purified by fractional distillation and crystal- 
lisation from carbon bisulphide. An apparatus was also described for 
subliming antimonious iodide. This has been applied to the subli- 
mation of the bromide with excellent results. 

The process now adopted is a volumetric one. If the atomic weight 
of antimony were 122*00 it would require 1*79 grams of pure silver 
to 2*0 grams of the bromide ; if it were 120 00 it would require 
1*80 grams of silver to the same amount of bromide. 

Varying weights (2 — 4 grams) of the bromide prepared by subli- 
mation were taken, and slightly less than the corresponding amounts 
of pure silver were dissolved in nitric acid, evaporated to dryness, 
and added to the tartaric acid solutions of the bromide. The excess 
of silver required being run in from a burette, and measured with the 
usual precautions. No indicator was used. 

Five results obtained by this method are given, with the mean 
value 120*01, and varying from 119*98 to 120*02. The atomic weights 
of silver and bromine being taken as 108 and 80 respectively. 

To check the work in two of the determinations the silver bromide 
was collected, washed, and weighed, first after drying at 150° C., and 
secondly after incipient fusion. The loss was one-tenth and two- 
tenths of a milligram at the second weighing in the two cases. 

These two determinations give the amount of bromine present from 
the silver bromide found, and the corresponding values of Sb were 
120*00 and 120*01. F. L. T. 

Volatilising Point of Metallic Arsenic. By G. M. Conechy 
(Cfhem. News, 41, 189). — On heating together metallic arsenic (in an 
atmosphere of hydrogen), argentic chloride, argentic phosphate, and 
zinc iodide, gradually until the arsenic had yielded a distinct sublimate, 
it was found that the zinc iodide, m. p. 446° (Camelley), had com- 
pletely melted, and the argentic chloride, m. p. 457° (Carnelley) had 
agglomerated, and was on the point of melting. From this 449—450° 
is considered to be the volatilising point, although different authors 
give temperatures varying from 180° to a dull red heat. ^ ^ ^ 

Preparation of Potassium-bismuth Iodide. By J. C. Thresh 
(Pharm. J. Trans . [3], 10, 64 L). — A solution of potassium bismuth 
iodide may be readily prepared by mixing 1*5 parts potassium iodide 
and 8 parts liq. bismuthi (B. P.) with 1*5 parts hydrochloric acid. 
This solution forms a very delicate reagent for the alkaloids, producing 
an orange-red precipitate. 1 part of strychnine in 500,000 parts of 
water and 1 part of morphine in 20,000 parts of water, may be 
detected by this means. L* T. O’S. 

Reduction of Gold Chloride by Hydrogen in presence of 
Platinum. By D. Tommjlsi ( Ghem . News , 41, 116). — Gold chloride is 
not reduced to metallic gold by the action of hydrogen alone, nor by 
the action of platinum alone ; but it is reduced by hydrogen in pre- 
sence of platinum. The author thinks that hydrogen being absorbed 
by the platin um disengages heat, and that this disengagement of heat 
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determines a reaction between the Hydrogen and gold chloride. ^ One 
of the results (not, as supposed by Phipson, the cause) of this action is 
the production of an electric current. M. M. P. M. 

Action of Sulphuric Acid on Platinum. By Scheurer-Kestner 
(Compt. rend., 91, 59 — 62). — The action of chamber vitriol on the 
platinum retorts used in the process of concentration is due to the 
presence of a very minute trace of oxides of nitrogen, which gives 
scarcely any reaction with ferrous sulphate, but may be detected by 
means of the blue colour formed by diphenylamine. The solvent 
action is greater the greater the concentration of the acid. The oxides 
of nitrogen exist in the oil of vitriol in presence of selenium and sul- 
jihurous anhydride, and are apparently in a state of stable combination, 
since they are not expelled during the process of concentration, whereas 
all the sulphurous anhydride is given off. A very minute trace of 
nitrogen oxides, which appear to act as intermediate agents in the 
oxidation of the platinum at the expense of the oxygen of the sulphuric 
acid, is consequently sufficient to cause continuous solution of the 
platinum so long as the oil of vitriol remains in contact with it. If, 
however, the oil of vitriol be previously boiled with a little ammonium 
sulphate, all the oxides of nitrogen are destroyed, and the action on 
the platinum is prevented. Perfectly pure sulphuric acid does not 
attack platinum even when heated with it in closed tubes at the 
boiling point of sulphur. C. H. B. 

Compound Platinates and a New Platmo-potassium Salt. 
By L. Pitkih ( Ghem . News , 41, 118). — If platinic chloride and 
potassium bromide solutions containing these salts in the proportion of 
PtCl* to 2KBr are boiled together for some time, the salt 2KBr.PtOh 
is formed; but if a considerable excess of potassium bromide is used, 
even in presence of hydrochloric acid, or if the salt 2KCl.PtCl* is 
boiled with potassium bromide solution, the double bromide 2KBr.PtBr 4 
is produced. M. M. P. M. 

Action of Acids on Alloys of Rhodium with Lead and Zinc. 
By H. Debrat ( Compt . rend., 90, 1195 — 1199). — When 1 part of 
rhodium is fused with 2 — 3 parts of lead in a carbon crucible the two 
metals combine, with evolution of light and heat, to form a crystalline 
alloy having the colour of bismuth. Dilute nitric acid removes the 
excess of lead, and leaves a residue composed partly of small, 
brilliant crystals of a definite alloy, Pb.Rh 2 , insoluble in aqua regia, 
and partly of a blackish powder lighter than the alloy, from which 
it may be separated by levigation. The quantity of this powder 
formed iB greater, the larger the quantity of lead in the original 
alloy. When the amount of lead exceeds 85 per cent, it constitutes 
the whole of th*) residue, in the form of blackish friable needles, with- 
out metallic lustre. Examined under the microscope the surfaces of 
the crystals are found to be rough, and corroded by the acid in which 
they have been formed. The alloy dissolves readily in aqua regia, and 
also in hot concentrated sulphuric acid with evolution of much sul- 
phurous anhydride. On heating it, a small quantity of water is at first 
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given off, but at about 400° the substance decomposes with deflagration, 
evolving nitrogen and oxides of nitrogen, and leaving a residue of 
partially oxidised lead and rhodium. The composition of the substance 
varies with the amount of rhodium in the original alloy, and the 
duration of the action of the acid. Analyses gave Bh 63 — 66, 
Pb 15 — 20, hygroscopic moisture 2 — 3, 0 + N 15 — 17 per cent. The 
oxygen and nitrogen are in the proportion necessary to form nitric 
add. It cannot be regarded as a basic nitrate of rhodium and lead, 
since the amount of oxygen is too small, and, moreover, potassium 
hydrate is without action on it ; it is unlikely that it is analogous to 
nitrated organic compounds. 

The residues left when alloys of zinc with iridium, ruthenium, and 
rhodium respectively are treated with concentrated hydrochloric acid, 
have no metallic lustre, and are readily soluble in aqna regia. When 
heated to about 400° they deflagrate violently without any appreciable 
evolution of gas, and the prodncts of the deflagration have a metallic 
appearance, and are almost insoluble in aqua regia. It would appear 
that these alloys can exist in two isomeric modifications, one of higher 
energy than, and readily convertible into, the other. Nitric acid dis- 
solves these residues with difficulty, hut a considerable quantity of the 
acid combines with the residue, owing probably to capillary affinity. 
The resulting compounds, which can also be obtained by the direct 
action of nitric acid on the original alloys, explode at about 400°, 
evolving nitrogen and oxides of nitrogen, and leaving a residue of 
partially oxidised metals. The lead-rhodium compound has probably 
a similar constitution. 0. EL B. 


Mineralogical Chemistry. 

Analyses of Two New Amalgams and a Specimen of Native 
Gold. By W. Plight {Phil. Mag . [5], 9, 146 — 147). — A. specimen of 
u native silver” from Kongsberg had the composition A g 75*900, 
Hg 23*065, insol. 0*490 = 99*455, corresponding almost exactly with 
the formula Ag^Hg. The amalgam from Moschelladsberg has the 
composition AgHgv Another specimen from the same locality had 
the composition Ag 92*454, Hg 7*195, Fe s O s 0*033, OaO 0*055, 
AgCl 0*088, insol. 1-328=101*153, corresponding to Ag^Hg (Ag 92*84, 
Hg 7*16). Both amalgams appear to be definite compounds. Silver, 
even when fused at a bright red heat, retains mercury with great 
tenacity. 

A sample of washed native gold, in laminated grains and scales, 
from Punta Arenas, in the Straits of Magellan, had the composition 
An 91*760, Ag 7*466, Cu 0*248, FeA 1*224 = 100*698. 

6 C. H. B. 

Artificial Formation of the Diamond. By J. B. Hanitay (Ohem. 
News, 41, 106, and Proc . J Roy. Soc 204, 1880). — According to the 
author the alkali-metals decompose the hydrocarbons present in 
paraffin spirit at high temperatures and pressures with separation of 
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carbon* When nitrogenous compounds were present a portion of the 
carbon was occasionally observed to separate in the form of diamond. 
Very strong tubes must be employed j the processes present great 
difficulties. 

The best results were obtained with a mixture of 90 per cent, recti- 
fied bone-oil, 10 per cent, paraffin spirit, sufficient to three-fourths 
fill an iron tube 20" X 4" X bore, and 4 grams of lithium. 

The tube was kept at red heat for 14 hours. The author is of 
opinion that the diamond was produced in his experiments from the 
decomposition of a nitrogen compound, and not directly from the 
hydrocarbons. M. M. P. M. 


Condition in which Sulphur exists in Coal. By W. Wallace 
( Ohem . News, 41, 201). — It has been assumed that sulphur exists in 
coal chiefly, if not entirely, as iron bisulphide. Crace-Calvert has 
asserted that in some cases it is partly present as sulphates. The 
author shows that in some coals the sulphur chiefly exists as an 
organic compound. The following table shows the relative quantities 
of total sulphur and that existing as pyrites, assuming all the iron 
found in the ash to have been present as bisulphide : — 


Ell coal (Lanarkshire) 
Main coel „ 

Splint „ 

Pyotshan „ 

Soft coal from Fife * . 


Total sulphur 
per cent. 

0-91 

0-60 

....... 0*46 

0*68 

0*93 


Sulphur as bisulphide 
per cent. 

0*11 

0*42 

0*14 

0*17 

0*49 


The estimations of sulphur were made by Pattinson’s method, and 
also by fusion with sodium carbonate and potassium nitrate. The 
Ell coal was found by Crace- Calvert’s method to be free from sulphates, 
the others were not tested. P. L. T. 


Existence of Zinc in all Primary Rocks, and in Sea Waters 
of all Ages. By L. Dieulafait ( Compt . rend., 90, 1573— 1576). — 
Zinc is found in all locks of the primary formation. In the greater 
number of the 714 specimens examined it could be detected in 
50 grams, and in all cases in 100 grains of the rock. It could also be 
detected in 50 grams of each of 155 specimens of non-fobsiliferous, 
lustrous palaeozoic schists, and in the same quantity of 579 specimens 
from the lower fossiliferous deposits (silurian, devonian, carboniferous, 
and permian). In the case of sulphuretted schists, especially if contain- 
ing coal, zinc could almost always be detected in 5 grams of the rock. 
It was likewise found in 50 c.c. of the last mother-liquors of the 
French salt-marshes. Taking into account only the quantity remain- 
ing in solution in theBe mother-liquors the waters of the Mediterranean 
contain at least 0*002 gram zinc per cubic meter. The muds of salt 
marshes, of old estuaries, and of estuaries still communicating with 
the sea, contain the same metal in such quantity that it be readily 
detected in 50 grams. It can also be detected in 50 grams, indeed 
frequently in a mu c h small er quantity, of saline deposits, which the 
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author considers to be of estuarine origin, and the specimens of 
which, 128 in number, were mainly taken from the upper trias, and 
in a similar quantity of dolomitic rocks. 

Blende is found in primary rocks, but especially at the point of 
contact of these with sedimentary deposits; the carbonate usually 
occurs in the latter. The deposits of Belgium and of Vieille-Montagne 
are in the carboniferous formation, those of Silesia are in the trias. 
Now zinc is readily detected in carboniferous schists and in saline 
deposits of the triassic period. Probably the zinc-compounds have 
been extracted from the primary rocks by the action of sea- water, then 
concentrated in estuarine deposits, afterwards redissolved by other 
water, and transported in a more or less pure condition to the places 
where they are now found. If the water contained no dissolved 
oxygen the zinc would be deposited as sulphide, if it were freely 
exposed to the air, as carbonate. 

The author has, up to the present time, proved the existence in the 
primary rocks of lithium, strontium, barium, zinc, manganese, and 
copper, and has shown that these metals are concentrated in mnddy 
deposits, which are always sulphuretted. When water containing dis- 
solved oxygen or carbonic anhydride acts on the deposits, these sub- 
stances undergo a series of changes terminating in the formation of 
the most stable compound,, which will be different in different cases : 
for strontium, and especially barium, the sulphate ; for manganese, 
the dioxide ; for lead, the sulphide ; for zinc and copper, the sulphide 
or carbonate, according to the quantity of air dissolved. These trans- 
formations will not all take place with the same rapidity, consequently, 
the different minerals will be separated, and deposited at different 
points of the water's course. But the barium tends only to form the 
sulphate. The formation of this compound will therefore be gradual 
and continuous ; it will be deposited at all points in the course of the 
water, consequently in company with all the various minerals, and also 
filling the gaps between the different metalliferous deposits, as we 
actually find it in lodes. It follows that all minerals having a barytic 
gangue have been formed from the primary rocks by one series of 
changes : hence they contain traces of rare metals, such as thallium, 
indium, and gallium, which also exist in those rocks. According to 
this view new metals should be sought for, not in mineral deposits 
having a barytic gangue, but in such rocks as the cupriferous schists 
of Mansfeld, Russia, and Bolivia*, which have undergone but little 
modification. 0. H. B. 

Presence of Iron in the Dust Showers of Sicily and Italy. 
By Tacchini ( Corrupt . rend., 90, 1568 — 1569). — The dust showers 
which from time to time have fallen in Sicily and Italy contain 
spherical grains of meteoric iron ; similar grains are found in the sand 
of the Sahara. In all probability the sand rains of Italy and Sicily 
are purely terrestrial phenomena, the sand being transported from the 
desert by cyclones. 0. H. B. 

Formation of Sulphuretted Mineral Waters. By E. Plaxchud 
(Ohem. News, 41 , 236). — Under the microscope the long delicate 
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threads usually supposed to he sulphur, found clinging to the stones 
in the neighbourhood of sulphur-springs, were found by the author to 
be composed of hollow cylindrical tubes matted together. Most of 
these tubes were filled with spores, which, when liberated, moved about 
with a rapid motion, finally came to rest, and developed hair-like pro- 
cesses similar to those from which they had been discharged. 

The author filled three flasks with a solution of calcium sulphate ; 
into one he put dead organic matter, into the other two hair- weeds 
from a sulphur-spring ; one of the latter was boiled to destroy any life 
in it. All three flasks were then sealed hermetically, and left at 
rest under similar conditions; on opening it was found that only 
the flask containing the living hair- weeds gave off sulphuretted 
hydrogen. At the end of six months, however, the flask containing 
the dead organic matter had a faint smell of sulphuretted hydrogen, 
and hair-weeds were found in it on examination. Hence the author 
concludes the hair-weeds are the cause and not the effect of sul- 
phuretted mineral waters. F. L. T. 


Organic Chemistry. 


Transformatioii of Amylene and Valerylene into Cymene 
and Hydrocarbons of the Benzene Series. By G. Botjchaedat 
(Oompt. rend., 90, 1560— 1563). — Pure amylene prepared fromamylic 
alcohol by the action of zinc chloride, was converted into the dibro- 
mide, from which valerylene was obtained in the usual way, all the 
intermediate products being carefully purified. The valerylene 
(b. p. 45 — 50°) was converted into polymerides by heating at 250°. 
That portion of the product boiling between 170 — 190°, consisting 
mainly of divalerylene, was dissolved in twice its volume of carbon 
bisulphide, and bromine, also dissolved in carbon bisulphide, was 
added in the proportion of two equivalents to one of Ci 0 Hi 6 . After ex- 
pulsion of the carbon bisulphide the bromides obtained were decom- 
posed, partly by heat, and finally by an alcoholic solution 'of potash. 
The purified product of this, series of reactions, boiling at 170 — 190°, was 
treated with sulphuric acid in order to destroy C 10 Hi 6 -bydrocarbons, 
which had escaped the action of the bromine. On distilling the 
portions not attacked by the sulphuric acid a hydrocarbon was 
obtained, whioh had all the physical properties of cymene. This 
liquid was treated with fuming sulphuric acid, neutralised with 
baryta, and, after separation of the barium sulphate, evaporated to 
dryness. The crystalline residue thus obtained consisted of barium 
cymenesulphonate, and a salt corresponding in composition to barium 
mesitylenesnlphonate, but anhydrous. Substances derived from 
benzene have thus been obtained from amylic aloohol by successive 
removals of hydrogen. The author attempted to convert diamylene 
into cymene by the successive actiou of bromine and potasb, but, like 
M. Tougolessoff, was unsuccessful, C. H. B, 
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Etherification of the Haloid Acids. By A. Yiliiers (Corrupt, 
rend., 91 , 62 — 64). — According to Berthelot the solutions of the 
haloid acids may be regarded as solutions of the lower in the higher 
hydrates. As the temperature rises these hydrates are dissociated, the 
rate of dissociation being probably influenced by the presence of the 
alcohol. As a consequence the degree of dilution necessary to prevent 
etherification is increased, and the limit of etherification is also 
raised. 

In those cases where no water is present at the commencement of 
the reaction, the limit of etherification, which is lower than for the 
organic acids, cannot be due to the water produced, for its amount is 
not sufficient to produce the observed effect. Probably the haloid 
acids form with the alcohol compounds analogous to the hydrates, or 
to the crystalline compounds of the same acids with dulcite. The 
existence of such compounds is indicated, according to Berthelot, by 
the heat evolved when a haloid acid is dissolved in alcohol, even under 
conditions such that no etherification takes place. The etherification 
is the result of equilibrium between the hydrates and the alcoholates. 

C. H. B. 

Etherification of Hydriodie and Hydrochloric Acids. By A. 
Villiers (Corrupt, rend, 1563 — 1566). — Hydriodie acid acts more 
rapidly on alcohol than hydrobromic acid, and the percentage etherifi- 
cation is higher, the limits being — 

Ordinary temp. At 44°. At 100°. 

HI + 2C*H 6 0 71-4 — 94*2 p. c. 

HI +■ lOCaHaO .... 71*4 69 9 85*5 „ 

In the case of hydrobromic acid the limits are, at 44°, 59*5° ; and at 
100°, 80*0 per cent, of the acid nsed. With a certain degree of dilu- 
tion of the alcohol, which increases with rise of temperature, and is 
greater for hydriodie than hydrobromic acid, all action ceases. 

Hydrochloric acid is much slower in its action than the other haloid 
acids or the organic acids, and the limits of etherification are much 
lower. The rapidity of the action, however, increases rapidly with 
rise of temperature, as does also the degree of dilution at which the 
action ceases. At ordinary temperatures the degree of dilution neces- 
sary to prevent etherification corresponds to HC1 + 2H 3 0. 

C. H. B. 

Compounds of Alcohols with Baryta and Lime, and the 
Products of their Decomposition. By A. Destrem (Compt rend., 
90 , 1213 — 1215). — When an alcohol is heated with caustic baryta or 
lime in closed vessels at 150 — 175°, the two bodies combine. The 
compound of ethyl alcohol with baryta decomposes at about 300°, 
giving almost equal volumes of hydrogen and ethylene, together, in 
all probability, with other products which, however, have not yet been 
isolated. The corresponding compound of amyl alcohol yields hydro- 
gen and amylene. As a rule, the compound of the primary alcohols 
with baryta, when decomposed by heat, yield almost equal volumes of 
hydrogen and a hydrocarbon of C»Ha» series corresponding with the 
particular alcohol. The lime compounds when similarly decomposed, 
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yield hydrogen and a liquid lighter than water, having an aromatic 
odour, but no volatile hydrocarbon is given off. 

When glycerol is made into a paste with caustic baryta or quick 
lime, and heated at about 50°, the mixture at firbt liquefies, then con- 
tracts, and solidifies with considerable development of heat ; finally it 
swells up, forming a granular powder. The compound thus obtained 
decomposes on heating into water, hydrogen, carbonic anhydride, 
and a liquid lighter than water, boiling between 75° and 210°. 
This liquid unites with sodium, forming a gelatinous compound; it 
also combines with baryta and with bromine. When distilled with 
phosphorus iodide it forms an iodide, which, when treated with silver 
acetate, yields an ethereal acetate. It is probably an unsaturated alco- 
hol. Analysis of the fraction boiling between 160 — 170° gave numbers 
agreeing fairly well with the formula CioH 3 oO. The liquid is probably 
a mixture of homologues of the formula CJSonO, formed in accordance 
with the equations : — 

CaHA = C 2 H*0 + C0 2 + 2H 3 

2C3&6O3 “ CiHgO 4" 2CO2 4* 3H a 4~ HjO 

SCaUgOj CgHiaO 4“ 3C0 3 4 - 4iH 3 4“ 2H 3 0 

wCaH 8 0 8 ss C^H^O 4- *CO a 4- (2n + 2)H 4- n - lH a O. 

C. H. B. 

a-Nitrosopropionic Acid. By H. Gutknecht (Per., 13, 1116— 
1119). — It has been previously shown (ibid., 12, 2290), that nitroso- 
methylethylketone, Me.CH(]tfO).CO.Me, gives on reduction the base, 
MeHC — CMe (m. p. = 88°, b. p. = 189° ; the melting point was 

V 

given as 80° in the paper referred to, which on treatment with 
bromine- water gives a brom-derivative crystallising in brilliant orange- 
red plates, which lose the whole of their bromine on exposure to the 
air. The free base is not acted on by nitrous acid, nascent hydrogen, 
acetic anhydride, or ethyl iodide. 

Several derivatives of Meyer and Zublin’s (ibid., 11, 692) a-nitroso- 
propionic acid have been prepared, including the diver salt — 

CHMe(NO).COOAg, 

the potassium salt, CHMe(NO).COOK 4- H a O, the barium salt, 
[CHMe(NO).COO] 3 Ba, 

and the copper salt, containing water of crystallisation, which it loses 
at 110°, and then has the composition [OHMe(NO).COO] 3 .Cn. In 
solutions of nitrosopropionic acid ferric chloride produces a brown-red, 
and cobalt nitrate a brown coloration. ISitrosoptopionic acid, on 
reduction with tin and hydrochloric acid, gives alanine, and on oxida- 
tion with potassium permanganate in a lkalin e solution, ethylnitrolic 
acid. T, 0. 

Constitution of the Reduction-product of Succinic Chloride. 
By A.^ Sattzeft (Ber., 13, 1061 — 1062). — The reduction-product of 
succinic chloride is not an aldehyde as previously stated, but the anhy- 
dride of normal hydroxybutyric add, and belongs to Eittig’s series of 
so-called lactones. y. Q. 
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Amidolactic Acids. By E. Erlenmeter (Ber., 13, 1077 — 1079). 
— The amidolactic acid obtained by the action of ammonia on jS-chloro- 
lactic acid is identical with the amido-acid of Melikoff (ibid., 12, 
2228), whilst Cramer’s (J. pr. Chem 96, 94) serine is isomeric with 
amidohydroxypropionic acid. T. C. 

Action of Phosphorns Pentaehloride and of Zinc-Dust on 
Snccinimide. By A. Bebnthsen (Ber., 13, 1047 — 1050).— With the 

CH CH 

object of preparing piperidine, CH 2 < q by the reduction 

CH CO 

of the imide of pyrotartaric acid, CH 2 <qjj 3 *qq>NH, the author has 

made a preliminary investigation with the corresponding snccinimide. 

A dark green liquid is obtained by the action of phosphorus penta- 
chloride on snccinimide at a temperature not exceeding 50— -55° ; 
this liquid is separable by means of light petroleum into a crystalline 
body and an oil. The former consists of flat prisms (m. p. 145 — 148° 
with partial decomposition) ; on distillation hydrochloric acid is 
evolved, but a portion appears to pass over undecomposed. It con- 
tains chlorine precipitable by silver nitrate; on heating with soda 
ammoniacal fumes are evolved, whilst on boiling with water and mer- 
curic oxide, a microscopic crystalline precipitate is obtained, but no 
snccinimide mercuric chloride. A base substance, not pyrroline, is pro- 
duced on heating with amorphous phosphorus and hydriodic acid. 

Pyrroline is obtained when snccinimide is distilled with zinc-dust in a 
current of hydrogen, confirming 0. A. BelFs results (Per., 13, 877). 

T. G. 

Derivatives of the Toluidines. By J. Cosack (Ber., 13, 1088— 
1092). — Ortlhotolylcarbamide, CaHiJS^O, is obtained by the action of 
potassium cyanate on orthotolnidine hydrochloride. It is easily soluble 
in ether and alcohol, moderately soluble in hot, hut insoluble in cold 
water. It crystallises from alcohol in small plates (m. p. 185°). 

Metatolyloarbaw ide, CaH 1( >N*0, obtained bke the ortho-compound, 
crystallises from hot water in plates, and from alcohol in a mixture of 
plates and needles (m. p. 142°). 

Metad itolylcarbam id e, CO(NHC 7 H 7 ) 2 , is prepared by heating moist 
metatolylurethane, or by heating toluidine with monotolylcarbamide 
at 150 — 160°. It is insoluble in water, but moderately soluble in hot 
alcohol, from which it crystallises in Long needles (m. p. 217°). 

MeMolyhirethane , OEt GO.ITH.C7H7, is obtained by the action of 
ethylchlorocarboTiate on metatoluidine. It is an oil which does not 
solidify at — 47°. It is easily soluble in ether and alcohol. When 
distilled in the moist condition it gives ditolylurea, alcohol, and car- 
bonic acid. The ortho-compound has been previously described (Bar., 
12, 1479), whilst the para-derivative was obtained by Hofmann (ibid., 
3, 658). 

Ortkotolylglycodne, CsHulNO*, was prepared by heating orthotolui- 
dine chloracetate with water and toluidine. Its formation was not 
accompanied by that of any dye-stuff as stated by Staats (Ber., 13, 
137), nor did it form lance-shaped crystals, but leaflets (m. p. 143°). 
Its copper salt, (C 9 H 10 lTO 2 ) 2 Cu. 2 H a O, crystallises in very small needles. 
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The metatolylglycocine could not be obtained by the reaction corre- 
sponding to the alone. 

Paraditolylaniine has been already obtained by Girard (Annalen, 
140 , 346), and also by Gerber (Her., 6, 446). The author has pre- 
pared the meta- but not the ortho-compound by similar reactions. 

Metaditolylamine, NH(C 7 H 7 ) 2 , is a thick bright yellow oil (b. p. = 
319 — 320°), which on exposure to the air assumes a deep brown colour. 
It is easily soluble in ether and alcohol, but only sparingly so in acids, 
and is volatile with steam. 

Nitroso-paraditolylamine , 17(07117)2170, was obtained on adding 
potassium nitrite in slight excess to a hydrochloric acid solution of 
paraditolylamine. It crystallises in yellow needles (m. p. 103°). 

Acetometaditolylanvine , 17Ac(C 7 H 7 ) 2} prepared by the method of 
Liebermann and Hormann ( Annalen , 196, 319), is a thick oil, which 
distils at 324° without decomposition under a pressure of 300 mm., 
and the distillate, which is the pure compound, solidifies to a mass 
consisting of colourless tables (m. p. 43°). It is easily soluble in alco- 
hol and ether, from which, however, it separates again in the liquid 
state. T. C. 

Tropemes. By A. Labenbubo (Her., 13 , 1081 — 1088). — This is a 
continuation of the author’s previous paper (Her., 13 , 106). 

Hydroxybenzoyltropem e, CjfiH^NOs, is obtained by evaporating equal 
parts of tropine hydrochloride and hydroxy benzoic acid with not too 
dilute hydrochloric acid. It consists of thin leaflets (m. p. 226°), 
which are very sparingly soluble in water, rather more soluble in 
alcohol and ether, and easily soluble in acids and alkalis. The hydro - 
chloride, C 15 H ie N03,HCl, crystallises in needles, which are easily 
soluble in water and in alcohol. The sulphate, 

(Ci 0 Hi9NO 3 )3.H 2 SO4.4H 3 O, 

was also prepared, and the platinoclrforide , ( Ci 6 H g 17 0 3 .HCl) 2 PtCli, 
forms orange plates, which are soluble in hot water, but insoluble in 
alcohol. The picrate, auro- chloride, and periodide are also described, 
as well as the results obtained on the addition of various reagents to a 
solution of the hydrochloride 

Parahydroxybenzoyltropeme, obtained like the hydroxybenzoyl-com- 
pound, crystallises in colourless rhombic plates (m. p. 227°), which 
are easily soluble in alcohol, but only sparingly soluble in water, and 
contain 2 mols. H 2 0, which they lose at 110°. The free base is solu- 
ble in acids and in soda, but insoluble in ammonia. The nitrate , 
C w H 19 M)3.H!703, the platinochloride, ( Ci Og.HClJJPtCh, which 
crystallises from hot water in orange-coloured leaflets, and the picrate, 
C 16 H 19 ISr0 3 .C 6 H3lSr s 07, were also prepared, and the behaviour of the 
base towards various reagents described. 

Orthohydroxybenzoyltropeine has been previously described. Its 
hydrochloride crystallises in plates or prisms which are not easily solu- 
ble in water, whilst the aurochloride crystallises from hot water in 
golden leaflets. 

Benzoyltroptme , C^H^Os, is obtained like the preceding com- 
pounds, except that a little benzoic acid is added from time to time. 
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It crystallises in silky plates (m. p. 58°), containing 2 mols. H 2 0. 
Dried over sulphuric acid it falls to powder and loses | mol. H 2 0, and 
the meltihg point is then 37°. It is a strong base, which dissolves 
easily in acids. The nitrate, C 15 H 19 ND 2 .HNT 0 3 , the picrate, 

C 15 H 19 N0 2 .C 6 H 3 N 3 0 7 , 

and the plaHnocliloride, (CifiH 19 N0 3 .HCl) 2 PtCh-2H 2 0, are described, as 
are also the reactions with various reagents. 

Fhthalyltropeme, CjiHWN’aO*, is very difficult to obtain, and only the 
platinochloride , CaiHs^O^HCl.PtChj which crystallised in needles, 
was prepared. 

Atropi/ltrop&ine or anhydrotropmie , C 17 EWTO 2 , is prepared like the 
previous compound from atropic acid, tropine, and hydrochloric acid. 
It could be obtained only in the form of an oil. 

The aurochloride , C17H21N 0 2 .HC1. AuC 1 3 , crystallises in small needles. 

Cinnamyltropeine , Ci 7 H 2 i 3T0 2 , was obtained from cinnamyl, tropine, 
and hydrochloric acid ; it forms small leaflets (m. p. 70°), which are 
easily soluble in alcohol and chloroform, but only sparingly soluble in 
water ; it is a strong poison, but has at most only a slight mydriatic 
action. The hydrochloride, platinochloride , and aurochloride are de- 
scribed, and also the reactions with several reagents. 

Oxytoluyltropeine or Homotropeine , Ci 6 H 21 Nr0 3 . — This base, previously 
described, has not yet been obtained in the solid state. The hydrobromide 9 
hydrochloride , and the sulphate have been prepared. As a mydriati- 
cum (?) it is about as energetic as atropine, but its effects are developed 
much more rapidly ; it is less poisonous than atropine. T. 0. 

New Azo-Colours. By J. H. Stebbings (Ghem. News, 41, 117). 
— The compounds described are : — 

Azobenzene-trinitro-hydroxybenzene , C 6 H 5 .]N *. TT.C 6 H(N 0 r) 3 . 0 H, crys- 
tallises in brown prismatic needles, with metallic lustre, from an alco- 
holic solution of picric acid, mixed with an aqueous solution of 1 mol. 
of diazo-benzene nitrate. The crystals explode at 70°. They are 
insoluble in cold, and sparingly soluble, with partial decomposition, in 
boiling water. 

Azobenzene-pyrogallol , C 6 H 6 ]N I N.CeH 2 (OH) 3 , obtained by the action 
of diazo-benzene nitrate in aqueous solution or an alkaline solu- 
tion of pyrogallol. The substance crystallises from glacial acetic acid 
and nitro-benzene in dark red-brown needles. Alcoholic solutions dye 
silk and wool gold colour. 

Asobensene-hydrorycarbozyl-benxene, C 6 H 5 .N I KCeH 3 (OH) .COOH, 
an orange dye, obtained by the action of diazo-benzene nitrate on an 
alkaline solution of salicylic acid. 

Azobenzene-dianddo-toluene nitrate , C b H 5 .N I N'.C b H 2 (NH 2 )s. 0 H 1 , an 
orange dye, obtained by acting on an aqueous solution of diazo- 
benzene nitrate with a-dinitro-toluene (m. p. = 99°), filtering after 
an hour, dissolving in water and decomposing by ammonia. 

Biamido-azcmaphthcdene hydrochloride , 

o 10 h t .n : N.c w H 6 (ra*) 3 .Ha, 

a brown dye, obtained by the action of an aqueous solution of diazo-naph- 
thalene hydrochloride on an alcoholic solution of diamido-naphthalene. 
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Azolenzene-cresol-sidphuric acid , CeHs.N’ ! NCeH 2 Me(HS 03 ).()H, forms 
brown needles with metallic lustre : obtained by decomposing with 
hydrochloric acid the product of the action of diazo-bonzene nitrate on 
an alkaline solution of cresol sulphonic acid. M. M. P. M. 

Saliretone. By P. Gucosa (J. pr. Chem ., 21, 221—227). — A new 
crystalline substance was obtained by heating saligenol and mannitol at 
100° ; it did not appear to be a compound of saligeninol with mannitol, 
but rather a new condensation -product of saligeninol itself. To this 
body the author assigns the name saliretone. It was obtained in still 
larger quantities on substituting for the mannitol its equivalent weight 
in glycerol, and it was likewise obtained by heating saligeninol with 
metbylol with a reversed condenser on the water-bath. The most 
efficient method for preparing this new body is to heat equal weights 
of saligenin and dry glycerol in sealed tubes (on heating in open vessels 
no saliretone, or but mere traces are obtained) for eight hours In boil- 
ing water; the saligeninol melts, and the whole mass is converted to a 
yellowish, homogeneous fluid. On adding water, a yellowish resinous 
mass separates, partly soluble in water on boiling, from which the 
saliretone crystallises out on cooling in rhombic plates and needles. 

The product weighs -only 2 5 per cent, of the weight of the saligenol 
employed, the greater portion remaining unchanged. The saliretone 
can be further purified by recrystallisation from hot water, or still 
more readily by solution in very dilute cold potash solution, and pre- 
cipitation by hydrochloric acid. Purified saliretone, Ci 4 H l3 0 8 , melts 
at 121 5°. 

Saliretone gives no blue with ferric chloride ; its dry crystals, how- 
ever, like salicin and its derivatives, give a fine red colour with con- 
centrated sulphuric acid. The fixed alkalis dissolve it easily, but it is 
repTecipitated in needles on addition of acids. Difficultly soluble in 
ammonia, and precipitated on dilution. After being melted, saliretone 
no longer crystallises ; heated above 140°, it suddenly evolves gas, a 
distinct smell of salicylic aldehyde is observed, and a resinous body is 
left. Resinous bodies were also obtained by prolonged boiling with 
water, or by the action of chlorine or bromine. 

Saliretone was heated at 135 — 140°, until the weight was constant, 
the product extracted by ether evaporated, and the residue dissolved 
in dilute potash. The resinous precipitate thrown down by hydro- 
chloric acid, washed, and dried at 140°, gave numbers agreeing, 
though not absolutelv, with Pina’s saliretin, G 7 HeO (Ann. Chim. Phys. 
[2], 69, 318 ; and [tfj, 14, 268). F. L. T. 

Formation of Hippuric and Benzoic Acids in the Animal 
Organism during Fever. By T. Weyl and B. v. Aj&rep (Ber., 13, 
1092—1093). — The normal urine of rabbits fed with milk and oats, 
contains hippuric acid, and mostly also free benzoic acid ; during fever 
the quantity of free benzoic acid increases, whilst that of the hippuric 
acid diminishes; this does not depend solely on the deficiency of 
glycocoll. The absolute quantity of benzoic acid present during fever 
is not greater than in the normal condition, but the form in which it 
occurs is different. 
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The normal urine of a dog fed with fatty and albuminous food 
always contains hippuric acid, and mostly also small quantities of free 
benzoic acid. During fever the hippuric acid diminishes. In a 
healthy dog the greater part of the benzoic acid is converted into hip- 
puric acid, whereas during fever the benzoic acid occurs in the free 
state to a greater extent than under normal conditions. T. 0. 

Two New Dye-stuffs. By L. Yigxon and J. B. Boasson (Ber., 13, 
1060 — 1061). — A claim to priority of discovery of Biebrich scarlet 
over Miller ( ibid 542) and Nietzki (ibid., 13, 800). The authors 
have also obtained an additional series of dye-stuffs, one of which has 
been isolated in the pure state, and is prepared by the action of diazo- 
amidoazobenzene on i@-naphtholsul phonic acid. It imparts to wool a 
more beautiful and solid colour than cochineal, the shade being more 
violet the higher the temperature at which the naphtholsulphonic acid 
has been prepared. This dye-stuff was introduced into the trade some 
months ago, under the name of Ponceau R.R. T. C. 

Camphor Chlorides. By P. V. Spitzer ( Ber ., 13, 1046—1047). 
— The nature of the products obtained by the action of phosphorus 
pentachloride on camphor depends on the amount of phosphorus penta- 
chloride employed, and on the temperature (Ber., 11, 1818; this Journal, 
Abstr., 1879, 168). If the mixture is kept cool, the only product of 
the reaction is camphor dichloride, C 10 Hi 8 C1 2 (m. p. = 155°). The 
anther is unable to confirm Pfanndler’s statement, that an isomeric 
camphor chloride of lower melting point (70°) is obtained by the action 
of 1 mol. camphor on 2 mol a. of phosphorus pentachloride, or that 
the chloride, CipH w Cl (m. p. 60°) is obtained by heating equal mole- 
cules of the same reagents together: for he finds that Pfaundler’s 
compounds are only mixtures, and that the chief product in every case 
is the dichloride (m. p. 155°). When the reaction was carried out 
with the application of heat, a body containing less chlorine than 
CiJETieCl* was obtained, but the monochloride, Ci 0 H 16 C1, could not be 
isolated* T. 0. 

Resins contained in Jalap. By A. P. Steveksok ( Pharm . J. 
Trans. [8], 10, 644 — 645). — Resin of jalap consists of a mixture of 
, convolvulin and jalapin. They may be separated by mixing the finely 
powdered resin with pure sand, and extracting first with ether, which 
dissolves the jalapin, and then with absolute alcohol, which dissolves 
the convolvulin. 

Jalapin , C^lfcOig, obtained from the ethereal extract is a soft resin, 
soluble in ether, light petroleum, carbon bisulphide, oil of turpentine, 
chloroform, and hydrochloric acid. 

Convolvulin, CsiHboOi*, is obtained as a hard resin, odourless and 
tasteless, and insoluble in ether, light petroleum, carbon bisulphide, 
benzene, oil of turpentine; it is soluble in chloroform, water, and 
hydrochloric acid. 

Sulphuric acid dissolves jalapiu with a maroon colour, and convol- 
vulin with a bright red. Both resins are soluble in potash and in 
ammonia. 

vol. xxxvni. 3 6 
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Potassium chromate, permanganate, nitrate, or chlorate gives “with 
jaiapin an odonr of rancid butter , and a brown colonr 5 with convol- 
vnlin the same odonr and an olive-green Colonr. Manganese dioxide 
gives with ialapin a dark-green colonr, and with convolvnlin a rose- 
pink colonr. k* T. O’S. 

Thapsia Garganica. By 0. Blanchet (Pharm. J. Trms. [3], 10, 
gg 9 — 890). — The bark of the root of the Thapsia garganica contains, 
according to Martin, a rubefacient resin, tannin, starch, extractive 
K™a 3 ligneons matter, and “ thapsic acid*,” the latter the author believes 
to be hydrochloric acid. The bark loses about 80 per cent, of its 
weight on drying, and whilst, when fresh, it yields 2 per cent, of 
resin, when it has been dried and kept for one year it yields only 
5*55 per cent., this is dne to the oxidation of the reBin. The results 
of analysis are : — 

Dried bark. Fresh bark. 


Water — 80*70 

Starch 20*52 4*41 

Gum and colouring matters 7*32 1*47 

Resins ’ 5*55 2*15 

Matter soluble in alcohol and water .... 1*38 2*42 

Elements not estimated 57*08 7*32 

Inorganic constituents 8*18 1*55 


100*03 100*02 

These results do not agree with those of Beslier (TraitS de Pharmacies 
2, 192), who obtained from the fresh root 2 per cent, of resin, and 
from the dried root 15 per cent., while Nielli obtained 4*5 per cent, of 
resin from the fresh root, and only 5 per cent, from the dried. 

The resin is soluble in alcohol (90°), ether, and carbon bisulphide; 
it is of a brown colour. When treated with boiling water it softens ; 
it has an acid reaction. 

The best method of extracting the resin from the hark is to treat it 
with hot water, dry, and cut it, and treat with boiling alcohol (90°) 
several times ; the extracts are evaporated, the residue treated with 
cold alcohol (90°), and the solution after filtration, is evaporated 
to the consistency of honey. The residue has an aromatic odour, 
imparted to it by an essential oil, which is soluble in alcohol and 
ether, to which it imparts a blue colour ; it is separated from its ethereal 
solution by shaking with water. The resin is very valuable as an 
irritant. 

A resin is also obtained from “ cleka,” or “false thapsia,” of a 
yellowish-brown colour, soluble in alcohol (90°), ether, and carbon 
bisulphide ; it possesses no rubefacient properties. L. T. O’S. 

Nigella Sativa. By H. G. Greenish (Pharm. J. Trans. [3], 10, 
909 — 913, and 1013 — 1016). — The examination of the seeds of the 
Nigella sativa was undertaken to determine the relation between 
their chemical constituents and those of the other members of the 
subdivision Helleboraa on the one hand, and of the Pesoni® ou the other. 


& \ 
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Previous examinations have heen made by H. Reinsch ( Jahrb. /. 
Pharm 4, 384), and Fluckiger (ibid. [3], 2, 161). 

A dark brown solid fat is extracted from the seeds by light petro- 
leum, and a yellow volatile oil is obtained by distillation with water. 
The oil gives a red coloration when boiled with water, and a violet- 
red on addition of an alkali. The aqueous extract of the seeds is of a 
brown colour, and contains a mucilage, which is insoluble in alcohol, but 
soluble in hydrochloric acid. Alcohol extracts from the aqueous solu- 
tion (1) a brown substance, soluble in alkalis, probably a decompo- 
sition-product of some tannin, and belonging to the class of phloba- 
phenes ; (2) a pale yellow substance, soluble in benzene, ether, and 
chloroform ; and (3) an amorphous brown substance, giving an odour 
of orcinol when boiled with hydrochloric acid. Water also extracts 
from the seeds a sugar, a yellowish-brown amorphous mass, containing 
phosphoric, hydrochloric, and sulphuric acid, and an albuminous 
body. 

The alcoholic extract of the seeds consists of two portions, an oil 
containing a small quantity of white resin, and an amorphous mass, 
the alcoholic solution of which, on fractional precipitation with water, 
gave an oil coloured green by chlorophyll, a light-coloured precipitate, 
and an amorphous powder, insoluble in water, benzene, carbon bisul- 
phide, and light petroleum; it is soluble in alkalis, and sparingly 
soluble in chloroform ; from alcohol it crystallises in grey, microscopic 
prisms, melting at 205°. A few drops of the alcoholic solution added 
to water produce a considerable frothing on shaking ; the alcoholic 
solution gives with ferric chloride a yellowish-green coloration. Sul- 
phuric acid gives a reddish coloration, changing to yellow rose-red, 
and finally violet-red. Sulphuric acid and sugar give a violet-blue 
colour. The author calls the substance melaniliin, its formula being 
CaoHajOf. When boiled with hydrochloric acid melanthin is decom- 
posed into a sugar, and a substance sparingly soluble in water, melaru* 
thigenin , GjiHssO* It forms microscopic crystals, and gives colour 
reactions similar to melanthin. 

Melanthin may he distinguished from saponin and digitonin by its 
being sparingly soluble in water, and easily soluble in alcohol ; the 
aqueous solution of digitonin, when boiled with dilute acid, also gives a 
red coloration. 

From parillin and parigenin melanthin may be recognised by being 
more sparingly soluble in water, by its property of frothing, its reac- 
tion with sulphuric acid, and by its rapid decomposition when boiled 
with dilute acid. 

Helleborein is more soluble in water than melanthin, and its decom- 
position product, helleboretin, dissolves in alcohol with a red colour, 
and gives a brown coloration with sulphuric acid. Melanthin may be 
distinguished from helleborin by being less soluble in chloroform, and 
by the facility with which it is decomposed by dilute adds. 

Caustic soda extracts from the seeds a black powder consisting of 
an impure albuminoid ; the extract does not contain any alkaloid. 

The solid fats contained in the seeds consist of myristic and stearic 
acid. 

A quantitative analysis of the seeds is given. L. T. O’S. 

3 e 2 
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Emetine. By Podwtszotzey ( Pharm . J . Trans. [3], 10, 642— 643). 
— Ipecacuanha is extracted with ether and light petroleum to remove 
the oil, fat, and colouring matter. The latter forms a purple-red com- 
pound with alkalis. From the barium compound an acid is obtained, 
crystallising from chloroform in straw-coloured needles, and called 
erythroceptilein. 

The residue left on extraction with ether is dried and treated two or 
three times with alcohol (85°); the extract is evaporated to a syrup, 
and a concentrated solution of ferric chloride added in quantity suffi- 
cient to combine with all the tannin. To the solution excess of dry 
sodium carbonate is added, until a chocolate colour is produced, and 
the mass is extracted two or three times with hot light petroleum, 
until all the emetine is dissolved. On cooling the concentrated solution, 
emetine separates out as a white precipitate. It is precipitated fron 
more dilute solutions by blowing air through them ; a more expeditious 
method for separating the alkaloid is to treat the powder with suffi- 
cient hydrochloric acid to make a paste, add ferric chloride and 
Bodium carbonate, leave the mixture at rest, and exhaust it with ether. 
The ethereal solution is shaken with water containing a small quantity 
of an acid, which dissolves the alkaloid ; and the aqueous solution is 
treated with excess of soda, and boiled with petroleum spirit, from 
which the alkaloid is separated as before, and dried over sulphuric acid. 

Emetine (m. p. 62 — 65°) is soluble in ether, chloroform, ethyl 
acetate, methyl, ethyl, and amyl alcohol, carbon bisulphide, oil of 
turpentine, essential oils, fatty oils, fats, and oleic acid. It is very 
sparingly soluble in water ; it has a bitter and somewhat astringent 
taste, and is coloured yellow by exposure to sunlight. If a concentrated 
solution of emetine in light petroleum is evaporated very slowly on 
filter-paper, it forms adcular crystals round the edge ; its reaction is 
strongly alkaline. Its salts are all soluble in water except the tannate, 
an amorphous white powder. 

When treated with concentrated sulphuric acid, emetine gives oxalic 
acid ; heated at 150° with dilute sulphuric acid under pressure, it was 
converted into a blackish-brown substance. 

A drop of sodium phosphomolybdate in sulphuric acid, brought into 
contact with a particle of emetine, colours it brown, and on adding a 
drop of concentrated hydrochloric acid, the colour is changed to indigo- 

L. T. OU 

Preservation of Solutions of P alme lline. By T. L. Phipsov 
(Chem. Js> ews % 41,^216).— It is found that ether, which haa no solvent 
action on palmelline and does not affect its composition nor coagulate 
it, may be used with success to preserve the liquid for an indefinite 
period. It has been found that salicylic acid partially destroys its 
optical properties. Xj. T. 

o a ^ aTa S acTU ? 1 ®' 00 ^’ -By I. B, Barges (Pliaxm, J. Trans . [3], 10, 
849).- Experiment proves that the alcoholic extract of taraxacum 
root is superior to the extract of the pharmacopoeia. It is entirely 
free from albumin and inulin, and on evaporation to dryness leaves a 
bright yellow hygroscopic powder with an intensely bitter taste and 
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soluble in water. Cold water does not extract the bitter principle 
from the root. By extracting the dried root with alcohol, and distilling 
the solution, an oil is obtained, soluble in ether. On evaporating the 
ethereal solution, a tasteless green oil is obtained. L. T. O’S. 

Yerba Mansa. By J. IT. Lloyd ( [Pham . /. Trans. [3], 10, 666 
— 667). — This plant, the Anemopsis Oalifomica , when bruised, exhales 
a pungent, disagreeable odour. Its taste, which is derived from a 
volatile oil, is aromatic and peppery. The oil is extracted by distilling 
the roots with water. 

The essential oil is heavier than water, of a yellow colour, highly 
refractive, and is soluble in alcohol, ether, carbon bisulphide, and chlo- 
roform. When treated with sulphuric acid, it gives a dark red liquid, 
soluble in alcohol and chloroform with a red colour, insoluble in ether. 
When gently agitated with aqua regia it first gives a blue coloration, 
and is afterwards decomposed, yielding a brown resinous mass. 
Treated with hydrochloric acid in the same manner it gives a deep 
blue colour, winch on standing changes to violet, purple, and finally 
brown. By exhausting the root with alcohol, and evaporating the 
extract, an oil and a gummy substance are obtained. 

The oil is heavier than water ; its odour and taste are the same as 
those of the root* It is soluble in ether, alcohol, chloroform, and car- 
bon bisulphide; from the last solution a red fiocculent precipitate 
separates out, the supernatant liquid having a light colour similar to 
the essential oiL The precipitate is astringent and deliquescent. 

The gummy substance purified from the oil by washing with carbon 
bisulphide is a brown granular substanee (m. p. 125 — 150° F.) having 
am astringent and peppery taste ; it is soluble in dilute alcohol and in 
glycerol. By treating the dried gum with water, a fiocculent residue 
ib obtained, soluble in glycerol and in alcohol, insoluble in chloroform, 
ether, and carbon bisulphide ; it gives a black precipitate with ferrous 
sulphate. The filtrate from the residue is colourless, astringent, gives 
a black precipitate with ferrous sulphate, and with Fehling’s solution 
a heavy red precipitate. When the residue insoluble in water is tritu- 
rated with ether and chloroform, a portion dissolves leaving an 
astringent deliquescent substance, which appears to be the same as the 
substance which separates from the solution of the oil in carbon bi- 
sulphide. 

The residue from the alcoholic extract when treated with water and 
acidulated water, yields astringent solution giving reactions with 
Fehling’s solution. 

All attempts to extract any wax or resin have failed. 

L. T. O’S. 

Tayuya. By D. Parodi (Pharm. J Trans . [3], 10, 667—668).— 
Taynya ( Trianosperma ficifolia ) a plant of the family of the Cucurbi- 
tacess, gave on analysis the following results : — 
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Water 11'75 

G-lucose * • 0'84 

Crystalline substance soluble in alcohol. . . . 0*24 

Resin 1*1 7 

Starch 17*23 

Organic acids, woody fibre 57*39 

Silica 1*02 

Lime ....*. 4*71 

Magnesia 3*12 

Iron and alumina 1*23 

Potash and soda 1*30 


100 00 

Trianospermin, a crystalline body, is obtained from the root by 
treating the alcoholic extract with water, which precipitates the resin. 
To the solution lead acetate is added, and the filtrate freed from excess 
of lead by sulphuretted hydrogen, is again filtered and evaporated, 
whereupon potash and soda salts crystallise out. Alcohol is added to 
the mother-liquor to separate the gum, and the sugar by addition of 
ether. The solution is evaporated to dryness, the residue dissolved in 
water, and the solution precipitated with tannin. The precipitate is 
mixed with magnesia, dried and exhausted with alcohol. On evapo- 
rating the extract to the consistency of syrup, and shaking it with 
ether, the trianospermin is dissolved, and crystallises out on leaving 
the solution at rest. The solution separated from the ether contains 
trianospermin and a bitter substance ; the former crystallises on addi- 
tion of alcohol. 

Trianospermina forms colourless and odourless needles, having a 
pungent taste and alkaline reaction, and soluble in water, alcohol, and 
ether. It volatilises when heated, and gives precipitates with lead 
acetate and platinum tetrachloride. L. T. O’S. 

Cholecamphorie Acid and its Relation to Cholanic Acid. 
By P. IiATSCHESfOFF (Per., 13 , 1052 — 1060). — Cholecamphorie acid 
obtained by the oxidation of cholic acid (j B er., 12, 1627), has in 
aqueous solution a specific rotatory power of [a] D = + 56° 10', the 
amount of which is not influenced by the degree of concentration ; in 
glacial acetic add [a] D = 57° 50'. A table is given showing the solu- 
bility of the acid in water and in alcohol of various strengths. 

* Cholecamphorie add when treated with sulphuric or hydrochloric 
acid, loses water and gives the cholanic add obtained by Tappeiner 
{Annalen, 184 , 216) from cholic acid thns : — 

2CioHie04 ~ CsoHjtoOe + 2H 3 0. 

This change is, however, accomplished more easily by means of 
etherification either by the action of a current of hydrochloric add 
gas on the alcoholic solution of cholecamphorie acid, or by the action 
of ethyl iodide on the lead salt in presence of alcohol. In both cases 
the products are the same, viz., ethyl eholanate, tetrethylcholanic add, 
and free cholanio add. 

JSttyl eholanate, C^H^EtO*, is a substance resembling wax in appear- 
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ance (m. p. 50 — 60°). It is odourless when cold, but when warmed 
smells like burning sealing wax. 

Tetrethylcholanic acid , CioH^EfyOifc crystallises on slow evaporation 
in long needles (m. p. 130 — 131°), which are easily soluble in alcohol 
or ether, but insoluble in water. Its salts are precipitated from 
aqueous solution by means of common salt in the form of bulky 
gelatinous precipitates. They are also precipitated by ammonia, and 
excepting those of potassium and sodium, are only sparingly soluble in 
water. The acid on saponification gives cholanic acid. In addition to 
Tappeiner’s description of this acid (Zoc. cit\ which is in most respects 
confirmed, the author makes the following remarks: — The impure 
add is easily soluble in ether, whereas the pure compound is only 
sparingly soluble, although more so than cholecamphoric acid. The 
barium salt separates from the boiling solution in the crystalline 
and not in the amorphous state, and contains not 7 but 10 mols. H a O. 
Cholanic acid when heated with nitric acid of sp. gr. 1*37 takes up the 
elements of water, and forms cholecamphoric add, this transformation 
taking place even more easily than the inverse reaction referred to 
above. The choloidanic acid obtained by Tappeiner (loc, cit.') by the 
action of nitric acid on cholanic acid, is nothing more than impure 
cholecamphoric acid, and this is the sole product. This explains why 
cholic add when treated with nitric add gives cholecamphoric add, 
whereas on oxidation with potassium permanganate it gives only 
cholanic acid. The author considers that the formulas of cholanic and 
cholecamphoric acids are CioH^Oj and CioH^O* respectively, and not 
the double of these. T. 0. 

Globulin-substances in Potatoes- By P. Zoller (Ber., 13, 
1064 — 1065). — Potato filaments contain a globulin-substance very 
similar to myosin. Potato juice also contains albuminous substances 
belonging to the class of globulins. These bodies are soluble in a 
dilute solution of salt, but insoluble in a strong solution or in pure 
water. This to a certain extent explains the influence of salt on the 
growth of the plant, for if salt be added to the soil, the aerial portion 
of the plant is richer in nitrogen, and grows more rapidly, but at the 
expense of the subterraneous portion. T. O. 

Products of Action of Hydrochloric Add on Albuminoids. 
By J. Horbaozewski (Ohm* Centr . , 1879, 778—781, and 792—797). 
The various nitrogenous substances were digested, usually for 2—3 
days, in fla sks fitted with inverted condensers, with hydrochloric add 
(generally 1 : 1) and stannous chloride. 

Horn yielded aspartic and glutamic acids, leucine, tyrosine, ammo- 
nia, and sulphuretted hydrogen. 

Human hair yielded the same products, but only about GT per cent, 
of aspartic add. 

Gelatin yielded glutamic add, leucine, glycocine, ammonia, and sul- 
phuretted hydrogen. 

Hard skin of oxen and horses yielded the same products as gelatin 
with traces of tyrosin. M. M. P. M. 
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Physiological Chemistry. 

Feeding Experiments on Swine. By E. v. Wolff and others 
(Bied. Centr., 1880, 188 — 191). — These experiments 'were made with a 
view of comparing the effects of food chiefly containing vegetable 
albumin with that containing similar quantities of animal albuminoids. 
The subjects of the experiments were pigs, a certain number of which 
were fed on boiled mashed potatoes, together with split peas ; another 
lot on flesh-meal and starchy food, a little linseed oil being added to the 
food of the former lot in order to equalise the fat contained in the flesh- 
meal. The chemical constituents of each class of food were as equally 
balanced as possible. In the beginning, the amount of flesh-meed was 
about one-half, increasing to three-fonrths the total food, and finally 
two of the animals were fed altogether upon it. 

The observations were somewhat interfered with by the death of 
two of the animals, and the necessity of substituting others for them. 
The duration of the experiments was in both cases 182 days. During 
this period the swine which received the flesh-meal gained on an 
average per day per head 496 grams, whilst those fed on peas, <fcc., in- 
creased 466 grams ; the amount of food actually digested to produce 
100 kilos, of live weight was in the first case 319 kilos., and in the 
second 346 kilos., not a large difference, and which would be found 
smaller if account were taken of several days on which those fed on 
peas were not in good feeding order, which accident did not occur to 
those on flesh-meal. In fact, the difference in that case is so slight, 
that the authors consider the chief value of the flesh-meal consists in 
its being an agreeable addition to more bulky fodder, enabling the 
animals to get the same nourishment in less bulk, and that when fed 
upon it, their appetite is more regular. The price of flesh-meal is an 
important factor in the question for the practical farmer. (Compare 
this vol., p. 415.) J. E. 

Assimilation in Sheep of Various Ages. By H. Weisei and others 
(Bied, Gentry 1880, 268 — 280). — The chief object was to ascertain the 
difference in the assimilation with increasing age of the various mineral 
constituents of fodder. For this purpose two lambs of about four 
months old were fed on meadow hay and split peas until they were 
two years old. The results of the assimilation of the mineral as well 
as of the organic constituents are given in an extensive series of tables, 
from which it appears that lambs assimilate during the first year a toler- 
ably constant amount of chlorine and soda, but a gradually increasing 
amount of lime, magnesia, and phosphoric acid, whilst potash appears 
to be assimilated in proportion to the growth of the wool. Of these the 
potash, phosphoric acid, and the lime are the most requisite constituents. 

At the age of two years a very small amount of mineral substances 
is apparently required, of which the alkalis still predominate. The 
absorption of phosphoric acid and lime has now almost ceased, whence 
it may be assumed that at two years the bones are fully developed. 

A. J. 0. 
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Absorption of Lime Salts. By L. Peel (Bied. O&ntr ., 1880, 
308). — The amount of lime secreted in the urine of a dog weighing 22 
kilos., to which 7*10 grams of calcium chloride had been given daily 
with the food, was increased from 0*135 gram to 0*325 gram per day 
and the chlorine by 6*14 grams. These results were confirmed by 
another series of experiments in which the greater part of the lime 
introduced as calcium chloride was found in the fasces, hut the whole 
of the chlorine in the urine. The calcium chloride had probably been 
decomposed by the alkaline secretion of the bowels into sodium chloride 
and calcium carbonate. A. J. 0. 

Effect of Feeding. Cakes on Milk Production. By G. I. 
Hengefeld ( Bied , Omtr. 9 1880, 233). — The author carried out his 
experiments at the Royal Veterinary School in Holland upon five 
cows, which for a while received 1 kilo, of maize cake in addition 


to their ordinary fodder, and in the second period the same quantity 
©f linseed cake. There was no difference in the quantity of miiV ; the 
mean of six analyses showed the following variations in composition 


percentages : — 

Water. 

Dry sub. 

Pat. 

Milk-sugar. 

Albumin. 

Maize .... 

86-35 

13 65 

440 

4-13 

5*12 

Linseed .... 

89-915 

14-085 

4-56 

4-01 

5-515 


Both kinds of food produced milk of excellent quality, but the 
author states that the milk, butter, and cheese, after the feeding 
on maize, were of a more agreeable flavour than after the other 
fodder; the same should hold true of the flesh of maize-fed sheep. 

J. F. 

Activity of Bees. By E. Eblenmeyeb and Planta-Reichenaij (Bied. 
Oentr., 1880, 191 — 193). — This paper is a sequel to former reports on a 
similar subject (see this vol., 415), being further experiments made to 
ascertain whether the wax secreted by bees is derived from the sugar 
and other hydrocarbons which are found in the nectar of the flowers, or 
from such nitrogenous matters as exist in the pollen. A healthy swarm 
was bought in February, well cared and fed, and at the beginning of 
the experiments was in a very healthy condition. A determined 
number of the .bees were carefully weighed, and with the queen trans- 
ferred to the experimental hive, which was furnished with all appli- 
ances requisite for carrying out the experiments. The food was 
weighed in tared capsules ; before the weighing *)f the swarm 50 of the 
bees were killed with chloroform vapour, and used for fat and nitro- 
gen determinations. Each experiment lasted four days and four 
nights, and for a whole day the animals were confined to the hive. 

The bees were first fed with a solution of sugar-candy, and a remark- 
able yield of wax was the result. The suggestion was made that the 
albumin in their bodies contributed to it, but both the nitrogen and 
the flat were the same before and after the experiment. A second trial 
was made by feeding the bees on honey, but the quantity of wax pro- 
duced was less Further observations, extended over longer periods, 
were made with a view to see what effect temperature would 
have on the production of wax. The first, made during favourable 
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weather on sugar-candy solution mixed witli 1 per cent, of wheat flour, 
gave very good results ; the second, carried on simultaneously on honey 
and wheat flour, gave good, but still inferior results ; the third, with 
the same food as the first, but in less favourable weather, gave a much 
inferior yield ; in another experiment the small proportion of 0*22 per 
cent, dry gelatin was added to the sugar solution with unsatisfactory 
results, whilst a much larger proportion of gelatin, 1 J per cent., added 
to honey produced a very large amount. When, however, the quan- 
tity of gelatin was increased to 5 per cent., and when a mixture of 20 
parts peptone and 20 parts honey was employed, the bees refused their 
food altogether, and most of them died. A mixture was made of 1*18 
parts glutinous peptone, 100 parts sugar, and 60 parts rose-water ; it 
was all eaten, but neither honey nor wax produced ; the bodies of the 
bees were distended, their honey-bags full, but their stomachs empty. 
A mixture of 842 grams sugar-syrup and 28 grams egg-albumin was 
also quickly consumed, but no honey or wax obtained ; a similar mix- 
ture of egg-yolk (24 to 414 sugar syrup) produced a small proportion 
of wax only. As general results the authors believe that the food of 
bees should not be highly nitrogenous, and that beeswax is formed from 
non-nitrogenous substances, especially sugar. 

Erlenmeyer is further of opinion that the fatty portions of the 
bees’ bodies are formed solely from hydrocarbons, the albuminoids 
only playing the part of nourishment to the active organs, keeping 
them in working order and supplying waste. J. F. 

Extractives from Muscles. By B. Dbmant (Chem. Oentr., 1879, 
790). — The amount of creatine (and creatinine) increases rapidly in 
the muscles of pigeons kept without food. Xanthine and hypoxanthine 
decrease regularly in the muscles of healthy pigeons, but increase 
during long-continued inanition. Lactic acid decreases during inani- 
tion. M. M. P. M. 


Chemistry of Vegetable. Physiology and Agriculture. 

Influence of the Galvanic Cnrrent on Bacteria. By F. Cohn 
and B. Mendelshon {Bied. C&nir., 1880, 226 — 227). — The authors 
carried out their experiments- to verify the assertion of Schiel, that the 
galvanic current prevented the development of bacteria. 

The results were that a feeble current from one pair of elements had 
no perceptible effect; a current from two elements rendered the solu- 
tion inactive at the positive pole ; a current from five continued for 24 
hours completely sterilised the whole solution, and deprived it of its 
power to infect another solution. The solution at the positive pole was 
first affected, with the stronger current the liquid became acid at the 
positive and alkaline at the negative pole. The induction current had 
no perceptible effect on the bacteria. J. 3?. 

Effect of Putrefactive Changes on Bacteria. By Wernioh 
(Bied, Oerdr, y 1880, 224 — 226). — In all solutions containing bacteria 
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a time arrives when they cease to propagate, and after a longer time 
they lose their power to induce further life in fresh nutritive solutions. 
This admitted fact leads to the belief that the putrefaction induced by 
bacteria produces substances which are poisons to these organisms. 

Experiments were made on meat-extracts of various ages with phenol, 
skatole, indole, and other putrefaction-products, all of which were 
found to exercise an injurious effect on bacteria ; moreover substances 
most disposed to putrefaction were easily preserved from it by means 
of any of them in fresh solutions which were purposely impregnated. 
The addition of trifling quantities of these matters promptly caused 
inactivity of the bacteria, and the author considers he has fully proved 
the truth of Baumann and Nencki’s propositions on the subject. 

The experiments in question lead to the solution of a highly inter- 
esting problem in pathology. The author says that the same or similar 
operations are carried ont in the progress of septic diseases ; the sup- 
position that the organisms which are the cause of infectious diseases 
give rise to products which eventually cause their own distinction 
is the only way in which the progress of these diseases can be pro- 
perly comprehended. Many sicknesses, such as smallpox, measles, 
scarlet and relapsing fevers, which are now generally ascribed to the 
presence of bacteria, progress so peculiarly and take Buch a regular 
course that one is forced to believe that, with the cause of the malady, 
its own distinctive poison is produced in the same manner as in the 
experiments here noted. J. F. 

Bacteria in the Atmosphere. By Miflet (Bied. Gentry 1880, 
227 — 228). — The author reports the results of numerous experiments 
on the germs of bacteria contained in the air, and draws the following 
conclusions therefrom : — 

That the air contains numerous fertile germs, which can be gathered 
by the experimentalist and systematically propagated and classified ; 
that not only does the air contain the fertile germs of well-known 
species, such as micrococci and bacilli, but of other peculiar species 
which are not classified ; but that on the other hand the germs of the 
bacteria of ferments, the Bacterium termo , the ferment of putrefaction, 
spirilli, &c., have not been recognised. Air drawn through soil has 
sometimes shown the presence of bacteria germs; but on the other 
hand the air from the rooms of a crowded hospital for spotted typhus 
fever was found to be quite free, probably in consequence of excellent 
ventilation and disinfection. Air taken from above a sink was rich 
in fruitful germs. J. F. 

Atmospheric Bacteria. By P. Miguel (Oom$t. rend t> 91, 64 — 
67). — The number of bacteria present in the air is very small in 
winter, increases in spring, is still higher in summer and autumn, and 
decreases rapidly during hoar frosts ; during dry periods the number 
of bacteria is high, that of mould-spores is low ; in wet periods, the 
number of bacteria is very low, that of mould-spores is high. The 
author bus endeavoured to determine the number of bacteria in a given 
volume of air, but with no definite results. On certain days during 
the winter 200 litres of air produced no change in solutions very liable to 
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alteration ; in some cases air taken from quiet rooms was without 
effect in quantities less than 30 litres ; in the case of air taken near 
sewers 1 litre was sufficient. Comparing the amount of bacteria in 
the air with the prevalence of zymotic diseases, the author concludes 
that an increase in the amount of bacteria is apparently followed, 
after an interval of eight days, by an increase of contagious and epi- 
demic diseases, but the evidence is not sufficient to definitely settle the 
question Other experiments lead to the conclusion that the vapour 
of water rising from the soil, from rivers, or from masses in full putre- 
faction, is free from germs ; that the gases evolved from decaying 
substances, and the air passed over putrid meats are free from germs, 
provided that the putrefying substance is as moist as Boil taken 0*3 m. 
from the surface. The author has inoculated many living animals 
with bacteria of various kinds, but without any physiological effects. 

0. H. B. 

A Digestive Ferment of the Juice of the Fig-tree. By 
Bouchut (Oompt. rend.^ 91, 67 — 63). — The milky juice whicb is found 
in small quantity in the common fig-tree, was collected in Provence 
in the month of April. 5 grams of the partially coagulated substance, 
consisting of a syrnpy liquid, and a white, sticky, resinous, elastic, 
aromatic coagulum were mixed with 60 grams distilled water, 10 
grams of moist fibrin added, and the mixture kept at a temperature of 
50°. In less than 24 hours the fibrin was completely digested, leaving 
a small quantity of white, homogeneous residue. A further quantity 
of 10 grams, then 12, then 15, in all 90 grams of fibrin were added in 
the course of a month. Each successive quantity was completely 
digested in 24 hours, and each left a white residue, the composition of 
which has not been determined. The liquid showed no signs of fer- 
mentation or putrefaction. 0. H. B. 

Chemical Changes in Nitrogenous Substances during Fer- 
mentation. By M. Delbruck and others ( Bied . Oeutr 1880, 217 — 
222). — This is an endeavour to estimate quantitatively the amount of 
yeast formed during fermentation by examination of the mash before 
and the filtrate at the end of the process. The authors proceed from 
the standpoint that the mash is a solution of nutritive material, from 
which the yeast-cells in their growth abstract the matter necessary for 
their development, and that consequently the difference in the amount 
of this material found at two examinations is an exact measure of the 
yeast produced, the chemical composition of the yeast itself remain- 
ing constant. The sugar contained in the mash cannot be taken as a 
standard, as it splits up mto alcohol and carbonic anhydride, and these 
do not remain m the yeast. It is otherwise, however, with albumin- 
ous matters, of which the yeast shows a percentage of 60 per cent, in 
the dry substance, these can he taken as an exact measure of the yeast 
production. 

The difficulty of directly estimating albuminous bodies leads the 
authors to measure them by means of one of their constituents, nitro- 
gen, and they find the process exceedingly accurate : for example, in 
one experiment they found for 100 parts of nitrogen, which was con- 
tained in the sweet mash, undissolved in the ground malt 46*2 parts, 
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dissolved in the filtrate 53*8, total 100 parts ; and affcer fermentation 
nndissolved in the grains and yeast 64*8, dissolved in the filtrate 35*2, 
total 100 parts, showing that 18*6 parts of nitrogen had passed from the 
soluble to the insoluble state. A series of experiments was made with 
like results, and the authors formulate the following rule. The abso- 
lute quantity of yeast produced in a mash is independent of the 
dissolved sugar, but depends directly on the amount of soluble nitro- 
genous matter. The authors discuss the supposition that a combination 
of the alcohol with the acid might lead to production of albuminoids, 
but dismiss it as untenable, having found that a quantity of about 1*2 per 
cent, lactic acid caused very little separation of those substances. 

To settle the question they took 100 c.c. of clear filtered sweet mash, 
and mixed it with 15 c.c. of 90 per cent, alcohol, so that the mixture 
contained about 12 per cent, of alcohol. Many horn's’ observation 
failed to show any results which would tend to lessen the value of the 
proposed mode of estimation. Another important point in regard to 
fermentation which the authors propose to decide is the period at 
which the yeast cells are formed, and they believe that in this matter 
also the estimation of the soluble nitrogenous matter is a valuable 
indicator, as shown by the following experiment : the mash was of 
potatoes with 4 per cent, of barley malt, and they found that at the 
beginning of the head fermentation 33 per cent, of the soluble had 
become insoluble, at the end of the head fermentation 35*4 per cent., 
and at the complete termination of the fermentation 36*1 per cent., 
the vast bulk of the yeast having been formed before the visible work- 
ing commenced. They draw the conclusion that the formation of 
yeast cells has practically no connection with the visible working of 
the mash. 

Another experiment had an unexpected result : the mash was the 
same as in the former instance, but the temperature at which the 
operation was carried out was, 2° Reaumur lower. Affcer the top fer- 
mentation was over there was a considerable increase in the amount 
of soluble nitrogenous matter existing in the filtrate, as much as 7*5 
per cent, which had previously become insoluble reverting to the solu- 
ble condition. The authors believe that if the temperature is too low 
there is a decomposition of the yeast, but they have not fully investi- 
gated this aspect! of the subject. J. F. 

Seed Production of Red Clover. By G. Haberlanbt (Bied. 
Gentry 1880, 199 — 201). — Every farmer who raises red clover for the 
sake of the seed is aware of the uncertainty of its produce. The 
quality of the crop frequently suffers from the unequal ripening of 
the seeds, and this in a far greater degree than is the case with 
other field crops. Darwin’s researches have shown clover to be 
one of those plants whose fructification depends on the visits of insects. 
The florets of any individual head of blossom are not all at one time in 
a fit state to profit by the visit of those insects, the lower florets ex- 
panding first, the upper later, and when these are in full bloom the 
lower have decayed, or at least are on their way to decay; when the 
crown of the stalk baa bloomed the florets are weakly and unattractive 
to insects. 
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The author’s researches confirm this view. A certain number of the 
ripe flower-heads, all grown under precisely similar conditions, were 
examined as to the proportion of fruitful and sterile florets, and it 
was found that in the upper portion the fruitful seeds predominated ; 
whilst the reverse was the case in the under portion of the flower 
head. Some seeds were barren in the upper florets, but they were 
too few to affect the proportion. 

Under favourable circumstances the greater part of the florets would 
be fructified, but those circumstances rarely occur, and for a rarely 
successful crop of seed, a vigorous and quick bloom, and an active 
visitation of insects is necessary ; whilst bad results are to be expected 
from dull rainy weather, which retards blossoming and is unfavourable 
to insect life. The author suggests the encouragement of bees about 
clover farms, but can propose no other remedy for the unequal bloom- 
ing of the flowers than a careful selection of the seed. J. E. 

Germination of Beet Seeds. By P. Putte (Bied. Centr 1880, 
196 — 199). — The author’s object in the experiments reported was to 
ascertain the effect of steeping the seed of the sugar beet in manure 
materials. During the previous year, he had made experiments with 
potassium nitrate, which was employed to the amount of 2| times the 
weight of the seeds, either in fine powder applied, or in the form of a 
solution of the strength of 22° BaumA Seeds steeped for 24 hours 
germinated easily and quickly; on the appearance of the seedling 
leaves they took a fine colour, and developed more strongly than seed 
which had not been so treated. Superphosphate has been tried in 
concentrated solution, hut is unsuitable by reason of its acid and cor- 
rosive nature, and the difficulty of drying the seeds sufficiently for the 
sowing machine. If employed at all it should be in the form of dried 
powder. 

The germination of the beet seed begins between 6 — 7° 0. ; at this 
temperature it takes about 20 days to appear above ground. At less 
than 6° the growth is arrested, to recommence when the temperature 
is raised ; it is, therefore, necessary to sow in April. In the begin- 
ning of the month the midday heat alone is useful, and it does not 
penetrate deep enough into the soil, hence the necessity of shallow 
Fowings of this seed. It also requires a large amount of moisture, and 
if sown deep or too early the tender shoots are unable to pierce the 
thick layer of earth which covers it. 

The author has had good results in practice from 48 hours’ steeping 
in liquid stable manure, and drying sufficiently to sow. Instead, how- 
ever, of spreading the seeds to dry they may he gathered in heaps and 
allowed to heat sufficiently to start the germination ; in 5 or 6 days 
the radicula appears, and sowing should be imme diately proceeded 
with. Iu well prepared ground the growth proceeds without inter- 
ruption, and in less than 14 days, if sown in the middle of April, 
there is a well grown crop of seedling. 

Bo better cultural instructions can be given for beets than those 
which are followed successfully with potatoes. The choice of soil, 
manures, and all conditions are similar, and for Both a late vegetation 
is undesirable, as it diminishes the tim e for coming to maturity, until 
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which, the full quantity of sugar is not obtainable. Sugar can be 
found at all stages in the growth of the beet, but it is much less in the 
growing plant than when the cells are fully formed and their produc- 
tion has ceased. In the plains of Algeria the beet is indigenous and 
an annual ; there is no repose in vegetation, no need for the plant to 
store up sugar for future use ; this is probably the cause of the small 
yield of sugar in the beets of Spain, Southern France, and Italy. The 
beet thrives best in countries where a hot summer is followed by sudden 
and great cold, in such places it is biennial and accumulates a supply 
of sugar for its future needs. Mild damp climates, with many wind 
currents from the sea are unfavourable. 

The author believes that the excellence of the roots grown in 
Bohemia, Poland, and Russia is due rather to these conditions of 
climate than to care in cultivation. J. E. 

Quantities of Amides and Albuminoids in Green Plants: 
Decomposition of Nitric Acid and Ammonia in Plants. By 0. 
Kellreb (Chem. Oenti\, 1879, 744 — 749; 761 — 768). — The author’s 
results, which are arranged in the following table, show that green 
plants contain notable quantities of nitrogen in the form of amido- 
acids and acid amides. 

The original paper contains a discussion of these results from the 
point of view of physiological botany. 

Experiments are also detailed which show that peas grown in sand 
soaked with calcium nitrate, ammonium chloride, and ammonium 
nitrate respectively, and watered with solution of the same salts, con- 
tained from 5 to 7 per cent, of their total nitrogen in the form of 
amido-acids and acid amides, and about 2*5 per cent, in the form of 
albuminoid compounds. 



Total 
nitrogen 
per cent. 

Nitrogen not present 
as albuminoids. 

Hitrogea 
as amido- 
compounds. 
Per cent. 

Percent. 

Calculated 
in percents 
or total 
nitrogen. 

Lucerne. 



: 


4 cm. high, 2 leaves 

6-922 

2*133 

80-6 

— 

12 „ 4 „ 

6-760 

2*042 

35*5 

— 

Same, before flowering 

8-670 

1*183 

33*1 


50 cm. high before flowering . . . 

2-474 

0-721 

29*1 

0*613 

50—60 cm. high, in flower 

8-008 

0-729 

24*2 

0-687 

Led Clover in Second Year. 





4 cm. high, 3 leaves 

6-200 

1-968 

37*7 

— 

7 „ 6 „ 

8-974 

0-976 

24*5 

— 

35 „ full bloom 

2-244 

— 

16*5 

0-370 
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Total 
nitrogen 
per cent. 

Nitrogen not present 
as albuminoids. 

Nitrogen 
as amide* 
compounds. 
Per cent. 


Calculated 
in percents 
or total 
nitrogen. 

JEsparcet . 





4 cm. high, 4 leaves 

3 028 

0*811 

26-7 



8 9t 9 »» 

3*251 

0-857 

26*4 

— 

Zye. 





8 cm. high, no intemodes .... 

4*433 

1*701 

88 *5 

1*245 

85 8 „ .... 

3-574 

0*901 

25*2 

9-758 

Avena elatior. 





17 cm. high 

4 *644 

1*460 

31*3 

— 

55 „ seeding 

2*420 

0-687 

26*3 

— 

Dactylis glomerata. 





15 cm. high 

5 091 

1*806 

25*8 

— 

45 „ Beeding 

2*583 

0*452 

17*8 

; 

Meadow giants. 





1st: cutting. 

4*01 

0*875 

22 *8 

0*763 

2nd. „ 

2*61 

0*496 

19*0 

0*415 

3rd „ 

2*14 

0*293 

13 *7 

0*257 

1st „ 

2 824 

0-983 

34*8 

0*892 

2nd „ 

1*787 

0*285 

16 O 

0*239 

3rd „ 

2*354 

0 102 

7*5 

0*033 

Meadow hay 

1*736 

0 218 

12 *6 

0*175 

„ over ripe 

1 *450 

0*233 

16 *1 

0*187 

After hay 

2*269 

— 

15 *0 

0 *349 ' 

j » 

2*384 


15 *0 

0*356 


M. M. P. M. 


Tannin of Sumach. Leaves. By H. Macagno ( Chem . News, 41, 
63). 



Water. 

Tannin. 

Means. 

Upper 

sides. 

Under 

sides. 

Upper 

sides. 

Under 

sides. 

Water. 

Tannin. 

June loth, 1879 

58 *15 

60*23 

24-93 

17 *45 

59 *19 

21 -19 

„ 16th 

67-12 

63-40 

24*92 

16*11 

60*30 

20-51 

„ 87th , 

52-47 

63*44 

25 *82 

15-27 

57-95 

20-54 

July 14fch „ 

51-15 

62*24 

24*75 

10-81 

56-69 

17-78 

« 29th ,, 

49-80 

60-83 

23 80 

9-44 

55-06 

16-63 

Aug. 11th „ 

48-15 

61-80 

21*91 

8-77 

54-97 

15-34 
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The leaves were taken at the dates given from the upper and under 
sides of the branches respectively. 

The larger quantity of tannin in the leaves from the upper side of 
branches is noteworthy. M. M. P. M. 

Oxalic Acid in Beet Leaves. By A. Muller (Bled. Centr 
1880, 236). — The results of the author’s investigations show that the 
fresh leaves of the sugar-beet contain 4 per cent oxalic acid, of which 
one-third is in a soluble form. When it is considered how great are 
the quantities of these leaves eaten by cattle in countries where the 
beetroot sugar industry is large, it behoves farmers to be on their 
guard, as the acid induces inflammation of the mucous coats of the 
stomach. The pickling of the leaves with chalk is likely to prevent 
this unpleasantness, the soluble acid being converted into calcium 
oxalate, which is insoluble in the weak acids of the stomach. 

J. F. 

Distribution of Potassium Nitrate in the Beet By 3L 
Pellet {Bled. Centr ., 1880, 235). — The roots experimented on were 
grown in ridges after Champonnois’ system. They were manured 
with 40,000 kilos, of stable manure and 1,200 kilos, of chemical 
manure per hectare; 80 cm. between the ridges, and 10 — 11 cm. 
between each plant in the row. The following is the amount of potas- 
sium nitrate : — 

Fresh substance. Dry substance. 

Stalk and leaf-ribs 0*846 8*46 

Green matter of leaves 0*148 1*10 

Under normal conditions the roots contain less than the leaves, but 
when the whole contents are under the average, the root proportion is 
comparatively higher; for example, the author found in one plant 
fresh leaves, 0*76 ; roots, 0*48, whilst Pagnoul in others found in the 
leaves 0*006 and 0*292 ; in the roots of the same plant 0*008 and 0*193. 
The leaves which had fallen from a plant on 26th September were 
rich in the salt, equal to 1 per cent, at the time of their falling off. 

The amount of the salt varies also in different parts of the root, one 
of 600 grams containing 11*58 per cent, sugar in the juice, gave in 
the middle 0*23, in the crown 0*80, and in the point 0*1 78 per cent, of 
potassium nitrate, the sugar in the point was 3 per cent, more than in 
the crown. J. F. 

Effect of Cold on Cherry Laurel. By Fluckiger ( PJtarm . J. 
Traits. [3], 10, 749). — Cherry laurel leaves when exposed to intense 
cold, yield a small quantity of an essential oil differing from that 
obtained from the living plant. The oil has an acid reaction, but no 
traces of hydrocyanic, benzoic, or formic acid were found. The cause 
of the acid reaction is not known. Crystals separate out from the oil 
on standing (m. p. 60°). L. T. O’S. 

Nutritive Value of Fruits. By J. Konig (Bied. Centr., 1880, 
239 — 240). — The following is a valuable contribution to our know- 

VOL. xxxvui. 3 / 
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ledge of the subject. An analysis of potatoes is added for the sake of 
comparison : — 


Soluble in water, 



{ Minimum . 
Maximum . 
Average. .. 

f Minimum . 
Pears ■< Maximum . 
[Average. .. 

Plums. Average . . . 




Hitro- 

Water. 

genous 

substances. 

68*29 

0*50 

82*88 

3*60 

76*77 

1-79 



Influence of Steaming on the Digestibility of Hay. By Horn- 
bergeb (Landw. Versuchs.-Stat., 24, 380 — 381). — These experiments 
on feeding oxen with steamed bay have as yet yielded no favourable 
result, the nitrogenous constituents of the steamed bay being present 
in a less digestible form than in ordinary dry hay : only 68 per cent, 
of the digestible nitrogenous constituents were assimilated (comp, this 
vol., p. 498). J. K. C. 


Beet Residues as Fodder, By H. Pellet and Oh. be Levandibr 
(Bied. Centr., 1880, 280 — 284). — It is stated that the residue obtained 
by the diffusion method of extracting the juice from beetroots is of 
more value as a cattle fodder than either the residue obtained by 
hydraulic pressure or by maceration. Analyses are given, and a 
method is described for the proper preservation of the residues. 

A. J. 0. 

Damage to Seed Peas by Weevil. By G. March: (Biei. Gen&r 
1880, 201 — 203). — There are different opinions as to the value of peas 
which have suffered from the attacks of this pest ; it is admitted that 
they are unsuited for human food, but many persons think they can 
be used as seed. To settle the question, the author examined two 
sorts, which out of 13 grown for experimental purposes, were found to 
be considerably damaged. Of every 100 seeds it was found that 40 on 
an average were injured, 100 sound peas weighed 21*20 grams, the 
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same number of damaged only 16*30, or a difference of 23*1 per cent. 
Of 100 of the partially eaten peas 74 had the radicnla and plnmnla 
both seriously damaged, and in 13 only were neither injured. In the 
majority of cases the portion of seed which is considered the most 
valuable, suffered. A chemical analysis given in the paper verifies this 
observation, and the author gives as his opinion that damaged peas 
should not be used as seed. The prevention of the damage next en- 
gaged the author’s attention. The effect of a high temperature and 
of chemicals in particular, was tried. The employment of heat is 
not always possible ,* malt kilns must be used, and they shrivel and 
dry up the seed, make it look old and unsightly, and there is a danger 
of killing it by careless manipulation. The employment of chemical 
solutions has the advantage of killing the worm without the destruc- 
tion of the seed, but is stifl. injurious. The seeds swell up, and unless 
they are sown at once, they must be spread out and dried; they 
become wrinkled, and lose their marketable appearance. Large space 
is required, and in unfavourable weather considerable loss is sustained 
by mildew. Another plan proposed is to leave the seeds over for a 
second year, which certainly frees them from live insects, but then the 
damage done is far greater. Amongst gaseous remedies carbon bisul- 
phide vapour is the best and cheapest, others, such as alcohol and 
ether vapour, being effectual, but dangerous and expensive. 

J. P. 

Symphytum asperrimum as a Fodder. By E. Wildt and others 
( Bied . Centr., 1880, 290 — 298). — This plant, which belongs to the 
family Baraginem , is shown to be of great value as a cattle fodder, and 
as it grows rapidly and gives a large produce, it would repay extensive 
cultivation. Wildt’s analysis of the dried plant gave per cent. : pro- 
tein substances, 22*37; fibre, 13*24; fat, 3*06; non-nitrogenous 
extractive matter, 43*04 ; ash, 18*29 ; phosphoric acid, 1*62 ; potash, 
7*87 ; lime, 3*74. A previous analysis by voelcker showed 23*37 per 
cent, protein substance in the leaves, and 13*06 in the stem ; non- 
nitrogenous matter, 54*49 and 72*49; ash, 17*74 aud 14*45 in the 
leaves and stem respectively. Its properties and the method followed 
in its cultivation, are also described. A. J. C. 

Chemical Examination of Ligneous Papilionacese. By F. 
Pi*iche aud L. G bandeau (Bied. Centr., 1830, 284 — 286). — Pour species 
growing on a siliceous soil were examined, viz., Gytisus Laburnum, Uiex 
JSuropceus, Sarothamus vulgaris , and Bobinia Psevdo-aiacia. The results 
indicate that plants of the same natural family growing on the same soil 
differ considerably in the amount and in the distribution of starch and 
in the amount of ash and nitrogen. The percentage composition of 
the ash shows still greater variation. These differences increase or 
decrease according as the relationship between the plants becomes 
more or less distant. The soil is exhausted in an unequal degree by 
different members of the same family. 

Comparison is made between tbe mineral constituents which were 
absorbed from the soil by each of the four kinds, not one of which 
would repay cultivation. A. J. C. 

* J 3/2 
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Cultivation of Sugar-Beet. By A. Ladtjreatj (Bled. Gentr 1880, 
286—288) and H. Ceamponnois (xbid. y 288 — 289). — The authors have 
independently examined the two methods which are generally em- 
ployed in the cultivation of the sugar-beet, but the results obtained are 
somewhat contradictory as to whether ridge culture is the more ad- 
vantageous. -A- J- C. 

Cultivation of the Yellow Lupine. By E. Wrin (Bled. Oentr , 
1880, 261 — 265). — A confirmation for the most part of Lehmann’s 
results (this Journal, 1876, 1, 734), that this plant is able to thrive in 
soils which are not supplied with nitrogenous manure, and that the 
nitrogen when supplied should be in the form of nitrate (of soda). 
Instead of fallowing the soil, it is stated that the same result may be 
obtained with greater profit by cultivating the lupine. A. J. 0. 

Fallowing. By E. Wollny (Bied. Centr 1880, 252 — 258).— The 
author has examined the influence of fallowing on (a) the tempera- 
ture, (6) on the humidity, and (c) on the decomposition of the soil. 

a. A soil in fallow is warmer in summer, but colder in winter, 
whilst the variations in the temperature are considerably greater than 
is the case in a soil which is covered with a plant surface. 

Plants prevent the direct action of the sun’s rays on the surface of 
the soil, and consume a quantity of heat, which is thus lost to the soil, 
in the process of transpiration and of nocturnal radiation. Moreover, 
as the upper organs of perennial plants decay, they form a surface 
cover to the soil, and in this way the cooling action of the air and of 
radiation is diminished. On fallow land the reverse action occurs ; 
there is unimpeded radiation, and the temperature of the surrounding 
air is communicated to the surface of the soil and thence transmitted 
to a lower stratum. 

b. The amount of water in a cultivated soil in vegetation is always 
less than is in the same laud in a state of fallow. This law is good for 
all kinds of soils in fallow, even after repeated harrowing, &c. The 
reasons that aTe given in explanation of this rule are in accordance 
with those which have been previously stated by the author (this 
Journal, Abst., 1880, 498). 

Experiments on grass and clover land and on quartz-sand, turf, and 
clayey soils, show that with the same rainfall a considerably larger 
quantity of water percolates through a soil in fallow than through a 
soil which is covered with a vegetating plant surface. 

It is therefore apparent that fallowing plays an important part in 
regulating the humility of the soil, and in sustaining the crops in 
seasons of drought. It also partly accounts for the favourable results 
obtained by growing rape after a crop of close growing and desiccating 
plants, such as clover and clover glass, especially if the laud has been 
harrowed and kept in fallow some time previously to sowing out, — and 
of wheat after rape. In the latter case the soil has had time in the 
interval — July to September — to re-absorb an amount of moisture 
equal to that withdrawn from it by the previous crop. 

^ c. The generally humid condition of fallow land, together with a 
higher temperature, promotes the decomposition of humus substances, 
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and enriches tlie air of the soil in carbonic anhydride. It was found 
by Pettenkofer’s method that the amount of carbonic anhydride in the 
air in the soil at a depth of 25 cm. on land in fallow was on an average 
during May to November, four times as great as that in grass land. 

. This excess in carbonic anhydiide is favourable to the decomposi- 
tion of the insoluble constituents of the soil, thus increasing the nutri- 
tive value of the soil to plant-life. Whilst as a general rule it may be 
stated that fallowing is advantageous to the soil, yet under somB con- 
ditions it may have the contrary effect. It is injurious for instance on 
sandy soils, where the object should be to keep the soil as much as 
possible under a plant surface in order to avoid a washing oat of its 
soluble constituents ; also on clayey soils in damp climates or with 
much rainfall, as the excess of water being unable to drain off by per- 
colation lies on the snrface of the land. Winter fallowing on binding 
soils is of value in assisting the disintegration of the soil by a succes- 
sive freezing and thawing of the enclosed particles of water ; in this 
way the soil acquires a structure which could be given to it only by a 
considerable expenditure of labour. A. J. C. 

Behaviour of Natural Soils and of Plants Growing in them 
towards Water. By G-. Havenstein (JBied. Gentr 1880, 244 — 252). 

Absorption of Ammonia by the Soil. By Orth ( Landw . 
Versuchs.-Stat., 24, 376 — 379). — The absorption of ammonia by the 
soil varies with the quantity of oxide of iron or humus present. If 
sandy soils be mixed with loam or moor soil, the absorption of nitrogen 
is proportionately increased, especially by the latter. J. K. 0. 

Influence of Forests on the Rainfall. By M. Fautrat (Bie*L 
Oentr ., 1880. 241 — 244). — Forests, and pine forests more especially, 
have the property of attracting aqueous vapour, so that the rainfall is 
greater over a pine forest than over a contiguous area which is 
unplanted. This conclusion is supported by the results of the hygro- 
metric and rainfall determinations which were obtained in the two 
cases, under similar conditions as regards elevation. A. J. 0. 

Comparative Rainfall in Woods and Fields, By A. Matthieu 
(Bied. Centr ., 1880, 164 — 168). — This paper is an abstract of a report 
made by tfce President of the Administration of Forests in France, on 
certain meteorological observations made during eleven years at the 
three stations in the neighbourhood of Nancy, two of them situated in 
the forest, and one in the open country, their object being to determine, 
1st, the effect of wooded and open land on the quantity of water absorbed 
by the soil ; 2nd, the proportion according to which the leaves hinder 
the rain reaching the soil; 3rd, the evaporation on wooded and on open 
ground; 4th, the temperature of the air within and without the 
wood. The averages of the eleven years’ rainfall at the two forest 
stations were as 1U0 and 97, and at the open station 81, from which it 
would appear that the influence of forests is to increase the rainfall, 
and that therefore forests are useful in feeding springs and streams 
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but these observations, taken in a limited district, are not accepted by 
the author as conclusive without further consideration. 

The amount of rain which reached the soil under the trees was 
quite as much, indeed rather more than in the open ground. 

The amount of evaporation varies with the temperature in the open 
ground, but in the woods it remains tolerably constant ; the total evapo- 
ration in the former was in the eleven years three times as great, as in 
the latter. 

The temperature within the forest on an average of nine years was 
half a degree Cent, below that of the open ground, but the variations 
less in amount. J. P. 

Injurious Effect of Peat Water on Meadows. By Klein (Bied. 
Genir ., 1880, 168 — 171). — This paper was called forth by an overflow 
of black bog water in a certain district of East Prussia, and the investi- 
gations which were then made as to the amount of damage caused by 
the overflow. The Royal Commissioner collected a quantity of the 
water, and sent some to different experimental stations, with a request 
for analysis and experiment. It was found that the water contained 
in solution 31*28 per 100,000 organic matter (humic acid) ; 17*59 
mineral matter, lime, iron, &c., together with a very large propor- 
tion of suspended matter, humic and geic salts, and finely divided 
particles of humus, the organic matters being presumably those 
injurious to vegetation, firstly, by giving opportunity for the for- 
mation of the so-called bog stone or bog ore, and thereby diminish- 
ing the space available for the roots of plants, and also by acting as a 
reducing agent, and producing chemical combinations poisonous to vege- 
tation. 

When this water is taken from its collecting ground, where it has 
not had access to the oxygen of the air, its chemical composition 
undergoes alteration. Combinations of humus and iron dissolved in 
the water are precipitated, and gradually permeate the soil, becoming 
so intimately combined that hard stony masses are formed, which 
after a time experience further changes, rendering them fatal to vege- 
tation ; the surface of the earth becomes hard and impervious to the 
oxygen of the air, and the humus, withdrawing oxygen from the iron 
compound, forms salts destructive to vegetable life. Particularly 
unsuitable are such waters to clay with a marly subsoil, whilst strong 
calcareous soils bear it better, because of the property which lime 
possesses of decomposing humus. Upon meadows growing on the 
latter kind of soil the effect is most injurious, and might result in 
changing it to moorland. The result of the series of experiments is 
decidedly against the employment of this water in any farming opera- 
tions. J. P. 

Manure Experiments with Rye, Wheat, and Oats. By A. 
Pxoel and H. Meyer (Bied. Centr ., 1880, 178 — 182). — The reluctance 
of small farmers to employ artificial manures is considerable, except in 
the neighbourhood of large farms, where example leads to their partial 
use. The authors instituted the following experiments, believing that 
strong efforts should be made to overcome thip reluctance. 
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The first experiment was to ascertain if it would pay better to 
employ a large or a small quantity of manure ; four spaces of 140 square 
meters were carefully tilled and prepared exactly in the same way, one 
was manured with sheep’s dung ; the other with 600 kilos, of bone- 
meal ; the third with 300 kilos, bone-meal ; and the fourth, 400 kilos, 
superphosphate. 

The tabulated results show that the employment of the large quan- 
tity of bone-meal yielded the largest crop, but the 300 kilos, plot paid 
the best interest on the capital expended. 

The second experiment was to ascertain if the employment of larger 
or smaller quantities of superphosphate after the bone-meal of the 
preceding year, paid better interest on the capital employed ; and at 
the same time trials were made as to whether sodium nitrate when 
used should be dug in or used as top dressing. The experiments prove 
to the authors’ satisfaction that the use of 400 kilos, of superphos- 
phate per hectare is more profitable than 200 kilos., and that the 
employment of sodium nitrate is more successful as top dressing 
than when dug in or sown with the seed ; in the latter case a con- 
siderable amount of nitrogen is lost by sinking into the ground before 
the plants are ready to assimilate it. 

The third series of experiments was made to verify the effects of 
artificial manures used with stable dung. The same course of treat- 
ment was pursued, and the conclusion arrived at was, that the use of 
the artificial manure increased the produce considerably. J. F. 

Bone-meal as a Manure for Potatoes, By Metbb (Bied. Cenhr., 
1880, 265 — 268). — Bone-meal manure increases the weight of the 
produce, but it is uncertain whether its action is to increase the size 
or the number of the tubers. It probably tends to develop the entire 
plant. A. J. G. 

Report by Dr, Petermann "On the Agricultural Value of 
so-called 6 Retrograde Phosphoric Acid,’ and Discussion 
thereon, at the Meeting of Directors of Agricultural Experi- 
mental Stations, held at Karlsruhe, September 16 and 17, 
1879. ( Landw . Yersuchs.-Stat.y 24, 310 — 358.) — It is the universal 
opinion of French chemists, that the agricultural value of retro- 
grade phosphoric acid is equal in all respects to that of the soluble 
form ; accordingly, in analyses of superphosphate conducted iu France, 
the worth of the article is fixed by the sum of soluble and retrograde 
phosphoric acid, the latter being estimated by means of its solubility in 
citrate of ammonia. Experiments by Grandeau, Koeth, and others 
point to this conclusion, which, however, has, up to the present time, 
not been accepted by German chemists. The author has therefore 
performed some experiments, with the view of ascertaining the relative 
values of soluble and retrograde phosphoric acid in the most effective 
manner possible. The plants made use of in his experiments were 
peas and barley ; these were grown in pots containing known quanti- 
ties of soil and manure, the latter consisting of soluble or retrograde 
phosphoric acid, precipitated dicalcium phosphate, soluble in ammo- 
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nium citrate, or rendered insoluble by beat. The following table gives 
the results of the experiments : — 


I. Peas , 


Straw and 


Pots I and II, without manure 

Fruit. 

Grains. 

46-24 

pods. 

Grains. 

28-79 

Total. 

0I&U1S. 

75-03 

„ III and IV, soluble phosphoric acid 

50-48 

34-52 

85-00 

„ V and VI, retrograde phosphoric 
acid 

49-58 

33-70 

83-28 

,, VII and VIII, precipitated phos- 
phate 

54-20 

32-00 

86-20 

„ IX and X, precipitated and heated 
phosphate 

47-11 

27-97 

75-05 


II. Barley . 





Straw and 





chaff. 

Total. 



Grains. 

Grains. 

Grams. 

Pots I and II. As 

before . . . 

. . . 20-66 

45*32 

65-98 

„ III and IY. 

99 

. . . 25-32 

50-60 

75-92 

„ V and VL 

,, • • • ' 

. . . 23-98 

48-98 

72-96 

„ VII and VIII. 

,, . ♦ . 

. . . 27-31 

56-21 

83-52 

„ IX and X. 

99 * * • 

. . . 21-83 

46"45 

68 28 


From the above results we see that in the case of the peas, retro- 
grade phosphoric acid produced as great an increase of yield as the 
soluble form, and that in the case of both peas and barley, precipitated 
phosphate produced a greater yield than either, whereas phosphate, 
insoluble in ammonium citrate, had hardly any effect. These experi- 
ments then confirm the conclusion previously arrived at by the author, 
that phosphate soluble iu ammonium citrate is to be regarded as of 
equal value with phosphate soluble in water. In the case, indeed, of 
soils poor in lime, it is even more advantageous to use precipitated 
than soluble phosphate, as Volcker’s experiments show. 

The author employs a combination of Joule’s and Fresenius* methods 
for the estimation of the retrograde phosphoric acid. 

Dr. Fleischer communicated the results of experiments with phos- 
phates in various conditions on moorland ; in the majority of case-» 
retrograde and insoluble phosphoric acid produced greater yields than 
the soluble form, the reason of this lying in the poor absorptive power 
of such soils. He also deprecated the drawing of conclusions from 
isolated experiments. 

H. Albert gave an account of some experiments carried out by him- 
self, in conjunction, with Volbrecht, on the absorption of soluble and 
insoluble phosphates by various kinds of soil. They found that when 
soluble phosphate was introduced into sandy soil poor in lime, a quick 
distribution of the phosphoric acid took place, so much so that the 
greater part of it was soon out of reach of the plant ; in the case of 
dicakium phosphate this did not take place, and the effect of the phos- 
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phone acid was visible for two or three years afterwards, the dicalcium 
phosphate becoming gradually insoluble in ammonium citrate. 

After a somewhat lengthy discussion, a motion was carried to the 
effect that while recognising the value of retrograde and precipitated 
phosphoric acid when applied to certain kinds of soil, the meeting 
does not consider the evidence laid before it as conclusive in establish- 
ing the relative agricultural value of retrograde in contradistinction to 
soluble phosphoric acid. J. K. C. 

Nitrogen Manure for Oats. By E. Heiden (Bted. Centr ., 1880, 
259 — 2G1). — Nitrogen in the form of nitrate — 50 — 100 kilos, of Chili 
saltpetre per hectare as a top manure — is more efficacious for oats 
than in the form of ammonia. A. J. C. 

Chili Saltpetre for Beets. By Pluchet ( Bied . Centr., 1880, 
259). 

Manuring Beets with Sodium Nitrate. By M. Marckee {Bied. 
Centr., 1880, 175 — 178). — A field was divided into six portions, the 
seed and manure employed were, as far as possible, of the same 
quality, and evenly divided. The ground was pi'epared exactly the 
same in each portion : plots No. 2 and 5 had no manure, No. 1 received 
25 kilos., No. 3 50 kilos., No. 4 75 kilos., No. 6 100 kilos, of sodium 
nitrate. 50 kilos, of seed in No. 1 produced 456*60 of roots ; No. 3 
580*50 ; No. 4 600*87; No. 6 610*05. 

A second series of experiments was made under similar conditions 
for the purpose of comparing the amount of sugar in beets grown 
with superphosphate and with sodium nitrate; the results were 
unfavourable to the nitrate, but not conclusive, and farther investi- 
gations are invited. The author dwells on the importance of an 
extended series of such experiments, the great development of the 
beet-sugar industry having caused the exhaustion of the soil in many 
localities, so that a strongly nitrogenous manure is required. 

Sodium nitrate fulfils many of the necessary conditions, but it has 
not yet been decided whether it is advantageous or not to use it. 

J. F. 

Thirty-eighth Year of a Farm without Stable Manure. 
By SrEOHEB {Bied. Centr., 1880, 172 — 175). — This is the third 
decennial report of the farm of Wingendorf, conducted by the author 
since 1840 on the principle of keeping no cattle and not using any 
stable manure. Since last report the property had passed into the 
hands of the Government, which on the representation of the leading 
agriculturists of the district, continued the experiment, under the care 
of the author, and it was made auxiliary to the State farm of Brauns- 
dorf for purposes of comparison ; the latter farm was considered very 
fertile. This arrangement allowed the author to compare results very 
closely, as the two farms were treated exactly alike except in the 
matter of the manure. 

In the five years, 1873 — 1877, the rye crop at Wingendorf exceeded 
that at Braunsdorf by an average of 46^ kilos, per hectare, and the 
oats 11 J kilos, per hectare ; the straw being as abundant in one as in 
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the other. Potatoes were not so successful, showing a deficiency of 
46*47 hectolitres per hectare, whilst clover and flax have failed for 
many years, on which account a longer interval between the culti- 
vation of these crops has been decided on. 

The climate, soil, and situation of the two stations are very similar, 
yet at Wingendorf the crops of clover yielded scarcely 20 per 
cent, of a fall crop : the grasses sown with the clover suffered equally ; 
the seeds germinated well enough, and promised a good crop in April, 
but in May and June they failed. 

An examination of the manures put on the farm showed that in the 
ten years from 1858 — 1867, there were 7786*55 kilos., and from 
1868 — 1877 3580 57 kilos, more phosphoric acid put into the ground 
than was taken out of it. The large quantity of this class of manure 
was proved to have been unnecessary by the results of the last ten 
years, when the yield was so satisfactory without farther additions of 
phosphates. 

Daring the first ten years 2861*25 kilos , and in the last 943 3 kilos., 
more nitrogen was removed from the soil than had been added. The 
author considers the excess was in part drawn from the atmosphere. 
Of potash salts in both periods considerably more was taken off the 
farm, respectively, 4641*5 kilos, and 3837*5 kilos, than had been added 
to it. Analysis showed, however, that the soil was very rich in 
potassium. To secure its solubility a large quantity of lime manure 
was required, which was very liberally used, the first ten years show- 
ing an exoess of 13,658*9 kilos., the second ten years 7898*35 kilos, 
over and above the quantity of lime taken off the farm. 

What has been the cause of the failure of the clover, what properties 
are possessed by the stable manure, which is absent from the phosphoric, 
nitrogenous, potash, and lime manures, the author cannot explain, the 
condition and treatment of both farms being so exactly similar that no 
practical farmer could discern any difference; the only explanation 
that can be given being a supposition that the farm has been attacked 
with the clover sickness, which sometimes attends clover fields where 
this crop is grown for the sake of seed only. J. F. 

Beet-sugar Refuse as Manure. By E. v. Wolff (JBied. Oentr 
1880, 171 — 172). — In the process of clarifying the syrup from the 
sugar-beet with lime large quantities of slime separate; it has 
frequently been submitted to analysis, in order to determine its value 
for manurial purposes ; it contains varying amounts of moisture, and 
about 1 — 2 per cent, phosphoric acid, with perhaps } of a per cent, 
of nitrogen ; its principal value, however, is the lime, which is useful 
by bringing into play the vegetable matters in the soil in the form of 
humus, and also when the soil is inclined to be of a sour nature. The 
phosphoric acid is about four times, and tbe nitrogen scarcely half as 
much as in ordinary stable manure. The employment of this material 
is only to be recommended in conjunction with stable manure in about 
equal proportions ; it is a valuable ingredient in a compost ; its money 
value being altogether dependent on the cost of carriage and similar 
commercial considerations. J. F. 
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Modification of V. Meyer's Vaponr-density Apparatus. By 
J. Piccard (Per., 13, 1079 — 1080). — The object of this modification of 
Meyer’s vaponr-density apparatus is to avoid the error dne to the 
replacing of the cork after the tnbe containing the weighed quantity 
of substance has been dropped in. For this purpose the headpiece, 
above the evolution. tube, is so arranged that it may be bent down at 
right angles, which is attained by having it in a separate piece, and 
attached to the rest of the apparatus by a moveable joint of india- 
rubber. In an actual experiment the headpiece is brought down to 
the horizontal position, the tube containing the substance pushed into 
a short distance, and the cork replaced. The apparatus is maintained . 
in this position till no more bubbles issue from the evolution-tube, 
showing that the temperature is constant. When this is the case the 
headpiece is brought back to the vertical, and the tube containing the 
substance slides down into the bulb of the apparatus, and is there con- 
verted into vaponr. T. 0. 

New Form of Instrument for the Determination of Specific 
Gravity. By F. P. Duotejgton ( Chem . News, 41, 154 — 155). 4 This 
instrument may be described as a Nicholson’s hydrometer, with a 
thick graduated stem, the graduations on the stem being in one-tenth 
c,c. Instead of the upper pan of the Nicholson there is a graduated 
tube for holding water or other liquid and the solid under examination. 
The weight of the solid or liquid under examination is obtained from 
the increase of volume of water displaced by the stem on placing the 
snbstance in the upper tube. The volume of the substance if solid is 
obtained from its displacement in the upper tube, or if liquid is read 
directly. F. L. T. 


New Method of taking the Specific Gravity of Liquids. By 
H. Sommer koen (Chem. News, 41, 203). — The apparatus required is a 
thin-sided glass tube, divided into millimeters, and of from 3- — 4 centi- 
meters in diameter, and a thin circular plate of exactly the same 
diameter held by a string. The tnbe is closed with the plate, and 
the apparatus plunged into the liquid to be examined, pulling the 
plate against the tnbe with the string. If it is plunged deep enough the 
pressure causes the plate to adhere ; on slowly raising it in a vertical 
direction, the point is easily observed at which the plate, after merely 
hovering, sinks. The depth of the tnbe in the liquid is now 
read off. 

g _ Weig h t of glass plate 

S * Area of glass plate X depth of tube in liquid* 

The weight and area being constant, the depth is the only variable 
quantity. F. L. T. 
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Detection of Hydrochloric Acid by Sulphuric Acid and 
Potassium Bichromate. By H. W. Wiley (Chem. News , 41, 
17 ( 5 — 177). — Instead of distilling the mixture of the chromate, sul- 
phuric acid, and suspected chloride in a retort, they are distilled from 
a beaker, and the chlorochromic anhydride is condensed on the under 
surface of another beaker suspended inside the first, and containing 
ice or ice and salt. A stirring- rod moistened with the chlorochromic 
anhydride is brought into contact with a drop of sulphuric acid and a 
crystal of strychnine, the colour test for strychnine being readily 
produced. 

In many cases the author has not succeeded in obtaining any 
chlorochromic anhydride when operating oil mixtures of iodides and 
chlorides. F. L. T. 

Determination of Active Oxygen in Barium or Hydrogen 
Peroxide. By M. A. Bertrand ( Cham . News , 41, 215). — Known 
quantities of either substance are added to pure hydrochloric acid 
(iree from uncombined chlorine), excess of potassium iodide (free 
from iodate) added, and the liberated iodine, after the addition of an 
excess of hydrogen sodium carbonate, is titrated by thiosulphate. 

F. L. T. 

Estimation of Sulphur in Pjpites. By B. Deutecom (ZeUs. 
Anal. Chew , ., 1880, 318). — Estimation of sulphur in pyrites by oxi- 
dation with nitric acid and precipitation ab barium sulphate gives 
unsatisfactory results. The author recommends fusing 1 gram of the 
pyrites with 8 grams of a mixture of equal parts of potassium chlorate, 
sodium carbonate, and sodium chloride, in a large covered porcelain 
crucible. When cold the mass is extracted with water, and the 
sulphuric acid estimated in the solution. The residue is quite free 
from sulphur. A. J. Gh 

Alkalimetric Determination of Sulphates. By J. G-rossmann 
( [Ghent . Nefics^ 41, 114). — The process is based on the following 
reactions : — 

NaaSO* -f (x + l)BaH 3 0 2 + ]/H a O = 2NaOH H- a?BaH 2 0 2 + 

BaSO* + yH a O. 

2NaOH + «BaH a O* + seCO* = 235TaOH + aBaCOg + »H a O. 

At present the author has applied the process only to the determina- 
tion of sodiam sulphate in salt cake. The sample is dissolved in 
water; excess of a cold saturated solution of baryta is added; the 
whole is made up to a determinate volume and filtered; carbonic 
anhydride is passed through an aliquot portion of the filtrate ; the 
liquid holding the precipitated barium carbonate in suspension is 
boiled, allowed to cool, made up to a fixed volume, and filtered ; and 
alkali is determined in an aliquot portion by one-fourth normal acid. 

The chief sources of error are : — (1) Presence of barium nitrate in 
the baryta used; this converts some of the sodium sulphate into 
nitrate, and therefore diminishes the amount of alkali found in the 
last operation. If the solution of baryta be precipitated by carbonic 
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anhydride, and the barium remaining in solution after filtration be 
determined, an estimation is arrived at of the amount of barium 
nitrate in the specimen of baryta used. 

(2) Errors of measuring vessels. The original contains an account 
of a modification of Gavolovski’s method (Ghem. Gentry 1879, 236) for 
correcting this error. 

(3) Error due to the bulk of the precipitate in the measuring 
flasks. Experiments must be made with the flasks, liquids, <fcc., em- 
ployed by each analyst for the determination of the magnitude of this 
error. In the author’s determinations it was equal to about 0*4 per 
cent, in the first result. 

(4) Certain unavoidable losses. The author states these are about, 

equal to 1*3 per cent. As yet he has been unable to find the cause of 
those losses. M. M. P. M. 

Separation of Silicic Anhydride in the Analysis of Lime- 
stones, Iron Ores, and other Minerals. By H. Bocholl (Ghent. 
News, 41, 234 — 235). — In the examination of many minerals for silicic 
anhydride by evaporating to dryness with hydrochloric acid and ex- 
tracting with hydrochloric acid and water the insoluble residue is 
found to consist not only of silicic anhydride, but also of aluminium 
silicate. This necessitates either fusion of the insoluble residue with 
alkaline carbonates or in the absence of iron and certain rarer bodies ; 
if absolute accuracy is not required it may be treated with hydrofluoric 
and sulphuric acids and ignited and the difference assumed to be silicic 
anhydride, the residue being aluminium oxide. To avoid this the 
author, if the mineral is of a basic character, ignites it previously to 
acting on it with hydrochloric acid, when he finds the insoluble residue 
to be pure silicic anhydride. In the case of iron ores the sample, after 
ignition has to be re- weighed and re-powdered, allowance of course 
being made for loss on ignition ; when the ore contains more than 25 
per cent, silicic anhydride it is necessary to add some ferric oxide before 
ignition to insure accurate results. 

Tbe residue may still contain barium sulphate and titanic anhydride. 
In the former case, after treatment with hydrofluoric and sulphuric 
acids and ignition, the loss is taken as silicic anhydride ; in the latter 
case the titanic anhydride may be separated by known methods. 

F. L. T. 

Estimation of Nitrons Compounds in Manufacture of Sul- 
phuric Acid. By J. Mactear (Ohem. News, 41, 16, 43, 52, and 67). 
— The author describes a process for estimating “ total acids ” in the 
gases aspirated from the leaden chambers and from the Gay-Lussac 
towers. The gases are passed into a series of four tubes, three of which 
contain standard soda-solution and the fourth water coloured by 
litmus: bleaching of this litmus indicates escape of sulphurous or 
nitrous acid. After aspiration of a measured volume of gases, the 
residual alkali in the tubes is determined by standard acid, the liquid 
is then diluted and sulphuric acid is determined in an aliquot portion. 
The results are checked by a determination of the amount of am- 
monia evolved from a portion of the liquid by which the gases have 
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been absorbed by the action of zinc and iron in presence of caustic 
soda. 

Details of the method adopted for the ammonia determinations are 
given. Heating must be continued until the contents of the vessels 
become pasty ; alkali is sometimes carried over, it is therefore well, 
after titrating the distillate, to add a known excess of standard soda ; 
boil until all ammonia is expelled, and titrate with standard acid. 

The “permanganate method ” is criticised. Experiments are de- 
scribed which show that “ nitrous vitriol ” may contain N s 0 5 , JSr 2 0 3 , 
HO, S0 2 , AS2O4, and As 2 0 5 , and that therefore reduction of perman- 
ganate may be caused by substances other than nitrous compounds. 

6 M. M. P. M. 

Direct Method of Testing Vitriol Exits for Nitrogen Com. 
pounds. By G. E. Davis ( Ghem . News , 41, 188 — 189). — A known 
volume of the exit gases is drawn through a measured quantity of 
hydrogen peroxide and the necessary amount of water. The resulting 
solution is made up to a definite volume and divided into three por- 
tions. In one the total acidity is determined by pure sodium hydrate, 
it is then acidified, and the sulphuric acid determined as barium salt. 
In the second the hydrochloric acid is determined by a standard silver 
solution after decomposing the excess of peroxide by potassium per- 
manganate and neutralisation. The third portion is treated with a 
little silver Sulphate, neutralised, filtered, and evaporated on the water- 
bath to about 1 c.c. When cooled a drop or two of sulphuric acid is 
added to decompose carbonates, and the solution is then transferred to 
Crum’s nitrogen tube. Twice its volume of pure and concentrated 
sulphuric acid is now added, and the whole shaken up with the mer- 
cury; the evolved nitric oxide is allowed to cool, and measured. 

E. L. T. 

New Blowpipe Test fbr Phosphoric Acid. By W. A. Boss 
( Ohem . News, 41, 187). — The test is based on the well-known property 
of pure tungstic acid to afford a bright blue head in the reducing 
flame of the blowpipe with p A osp Aor-salt, but only a yellowish or 
brownish bead with borax. The suspected phosphate is heated on a 
potash head with potassium pyrotungstate in the peroxidismg pyro - 
cone, when a blue colour is produced. It has been suggested to the 
author that this blue is due to a trace of manganese in his tungstic 
acid, but he is of a different opinion. F. L. T. 

Behaviour of Sulphuretted Hydrogen with Salts of the 
Heavy Metals. By H. Delffh {Ghem, News , 41, 279). — As the limit 
between precipitable and non-precipitable metals is modified by the sub- 
stitution of acetic for hydrochloric acid, so is it further modified by re- 
placing acetic by formic acid. Zinc is precipitated, but cobalt, nickel, 
iron, and manganese are not precipitated in the last case. Manganese is 
not precipitated from propionic, butyric, and valerianic acid solutions. 
On adding to a mixture of cobalt and nickel nitrates, sodium acetate, 
insufficient for complete double decomposition, and treating with sul- 
phuretted hydrogen, we obtain either cobalt free from nickfi as a pre- 
cipitate, or nickel free from cobalt in solution, according to the amount 
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of sodium acetate added. This is a very convenient method for 
obtaining either of these metals in a state of purity. F. L. T. 

Electrolytic Determination of Metals. By L. Schicht (Chem. 
N 8W8) 41 , 280). — Uranium, from alkaline solutions (containing tar- 
taric, citric, or acetic acids, or mixed ■with sugar) or from neutral solu- 
tions, is separated only tso a very small extent with a yellow colour ; 
in presence of mineral acids it is not precipitated, but is reduced from 
uranic to uranous oxide.* 

Thallium is not precipitated from acid solutions, but is completely 
precipitated on the negative pole, with brisk disengagement of gas, from 
ammoniacal solutions, blackish-brown thallium oxide, much resembling 
lead peroxide, being deposited on positive pole ; imperfectly precipi- 
tated from neutral solutions on account of the acid liberated. The 
oxide dissolves in hydrochloric acid with evolution of chlorine. 

Indinmis completely precipitated as metal at the negative pole, both 
from acid and alkaline solutions ; in the latter case the metal is very 
bright and firm. 

Vanadium. ITo precipitation, but merely reduction in alkaline or 
acid solutions. 

Palladium nitrate, acidified with nitric acid, is deposited at the nega- 
tive pole as bronze-coloured coating, which becomes darker and finally 
black. Some reddish oxide forms at positive pole. Alkaline solutions 
behave similarly, but the composition is slower and more adhesive. 

Molybdenum, from an ammoniacal solution of molybdic anhydride, 
is completely and firmly deposited at the negative pole as molybdous 
oxide, as coloured rings which thicken and become black. 

The first blue precipitate is molybdic molybdate, then follows 
molybdic and molybdous oxides. In acid solutions there is no pre- 
cipitation; in ammonium molybdate acidified with molybdic anhy- 
dride, there is incomplete precipitation. 

Selenium is completely thrown down both from acid and alkaline 
solutions. If the current be strong the deposit is pulverulent. 

Tellurium behaves like selenium, but is deposited much more readily 
in acid solutions with a blue-black colour, in alkaline solutions in a 
very loose state at the positive pole, with strong disengagement of gas. 

Gallium, like zinc, is thrown down completely at the negative pole 
in a pure state. F. L. T. 

Electrolytic Estimation of Silver. By H. Fbesentts and F. 
Bergmann (Zeits. Anah Chem. t 1880, 324 — 327). — Luckow first pro- 
posed to estimate silver electrolytically ( Dingl . pohjt. 178 , 43 ; see 
also Zeits. Anal. Chem 1880, 1 ; this vol., 282). The authors have rein- 
vestigated his process, and recommend the following method of pro- 
cedure, the battery and electrodes being the same as mentioned in 
the Abstract. 200 c.c. of solution should be employed containing 
0*03 — 0*04 gram of silver and 3 — 6 grams free nitric acid; the elec- 
trodes should be 1 c.m. apart, and the strength of current capable of 
evolving 150 c.c. of mixed gases from water per hour. The silver 

* This agrees with 0. Luckow (this vol., 282). 
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separates in compact metallic form on the negative pole, no silver 
peroxide being deposited on the positive. A. J . G-. 

Estimation of Silver in Galena. By 0. Balling (Cfhem. News, 
41 , 42). The ore (3 — 5 grams) is fused with 3 or 4 parts of a flux 
consisting of equal parts of soda and nitre. The mass is 'heated with 
water and filtered ; the residue is evaporated to dryness with addition of 
nitric acid, and treated with very dilute nitric acid, and the solution is 
filtered ; when the filtrate is cold, ferric sulphate is added and the silver 
determined by titration with ammonium thiocyanate. 

M. M. P. M. 

Actual State of the Determination of Zinc. By W. Alex- 
androwicz (Chem. News , 41 , 279). — In presence of sufficient acid, no 
appreciable quantity of zinc is precipitated by sulphuretted hydrogen 
from solutions containing copper or arsenic. For great exactness a 
double precipitation is recommended in pursuance of copper, although 
in such a case it is impossible to completely separate zinc and cad- 
mium. 

To separate iron and zinc, the mixture should be poured drop by 
drop into ammonia, not vice versd. The zinc remains in solution ; the 
precipitate is washed with dilute ammonia. 

To separate manganese and zinc, acidify with acetic acid, and pre- 
cipitate by sulphuretted hydrogen. All the manganese remains in 
solution. F. L. T. 

Estimation of Cadmium in Presence of Zinc: Separation 
of Zinc, Cadmium, and Copper. By C. C. Hutchinson (Phil. 
Mag. [5], 8, 433 — 438) - — The separation of cadmium from zinc in an 
acid solution by means of hydrogen sulphide is rarely complete, and 
the methods based respectively on the insolubility of hydrated cad- 
mium oxide in a solution of an alkaline tartrate, and the solubility of 
zinc sulphide in solution of potassium cyanide, are also unsatisfactory. 
Accurate results may he obtained by the following method. The 
hydrochloric acid solution of the two metals is evaporated to dryness 
on a water-bath, the residue dissolved in water, and the solution, which 
should be moderately dilute, is heated to boiling, and sodium carbonate 
added in slight excess. After standing for some time the granular pre- 
cipitate is filtered off, transferred to a platinum dish, and mixed with 
a considerable quantity of a saturated solution of ammonium sesquicar- 
bonate The mixture is well agitated, 'and left in a warm place for 
about 6 hours: the whole of the zinc carbonate is then dissolved. 
The insoluble cadmium carbonate is filtered off and converted into 
oxide. The filtrate is evaporated to small bulk to expel excess of 
ammonium carbonate, diluted, and the zinc is estimated by means of 
standard sodium sulphide solution. Iu the separation of copper, cad- 
mium, and zinc, the most accurate results are obtained by precipi- 
tating the copper as cuprous thiocyanate, by means of potassium 
thiocyanate in presence of sulphurous acid. The zinc and cadmium 
in the filtrate may be separated by the preceding method. 


C. H. B. 
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Volumetric Determination of Cerium. By F. Stolba (Gh&m. 
News, 41 , 81). — Cerium, when freed from lanthanum and didymium, 
may be precipitated as oxalate, and determined by means of permanga- 
nate solution. M. M. P. M. 

Estimation of Ferrous Iodide. By B. H. Parker ( Pharm . «71 
Travis. [3], 10 , 851 — 854). — The reaction which takes place between 
potassium chlorate and ferrous iodide may be used to determine the 
strength of a syrup of iodide of iron. 

Estimation of Iron. — 10 c.c. of the syrup are mixed with 30 c.o. of 
water and boiled with 2 grams potassium chlorate and 60 e.c. standard 
thiosulphate solution ; the solution is filtered, the precipitate washed 
and dissolved in dilute hydrochloric acid, and the iron precipitated as 
hydrate, and estimated as Fe 2 0 3 . 

Estimation of Iodine. — 5 c.c. of the syrup are distilled with 15 c.o. 
water and 2 grams potassium chlorate, and the distillate collected in a 
solution of potassium iodide (2 grams). When nearly all the iodine 
has passed over, the receiver is changed, and the distillation continued 
until a colourless distillate is obtained. The distillates are then mixed 
and titrated with standard thiosulphate solution. 

The direct estimation of the iodine by boiling the syrup with potas- 
sium chlorate and a known excess of standard thiosulphate solution, 
and estimating the amount of the latter used, did not yield trust- 
worthy results, owing to the decomposition which a solution of sodium 
tetrathionate undergoes when boiled. 

By allowing iodine to stand in contact with excess of metallic iron, 
bubbles of gas are evolved, and the solution appears to be deficient in 
iron. Experiments were made with iron wire and reduced iron, when 
it was found that the solution made with iron wire lost, after 9 hours’ 
standing, 4*7 per cent., and after 7 days 5*5 per cent. The other solu- 
tion lost in the first case 9*4 per cent., and the second 39*7. This 
reaction requires further investigation. L. T. O’S, 

Presence of Nitrogen in Iron and Steel. By A. H. Allen ( Ohem . 
News, 41 , 231 — 234). — As tests for or modes of determining nitro- 
gen in iron and steel the following principles have been utilised : — 

1. Ignition with soda-lime or potash-baryta, in order to produce 
ammonia (Schafhautl, Marchand). 

2. Heating to redness in a current of hydrogen to prodnce ammonia 
(Fr&my, Stuart and Baker). 

3. Dissolving in an acid, and distilling off the resultant ammonia 
after addition of an alkali (Bonssingault, Bonis). 

4. Ignition in a vacuum with cupric oxide, and measuring the 
liberated nitrogen as gas (Schafhautl, Marchand). 

5. Ignition with native mercnric snlphide and measuring as gas 
(Bonssingault). 

6. Ignition with potassium or sodium, forming a cyanide (Mar- 
chand). 

In 1865, Stahlschmidt prepared a definite nitride of the formula 
N s Fe 4 , and concluded that nitride of iron existed in an irregular state 
of distribution in commercial steel. 

VOL. XXXVIII. 
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With a view to produce ammonia from the nitrogen in steel, and at 
the same time avoid the difficulties attending the process of heating in 
a current of hydrogen, the steel or iron under examination is heated 
in a current of steam, the hydrogen being in a nascent state, and the 
ammonia being produced in a neutral atmosphere, and at once re- 
moved from the sphere of action before the high temperature has 
decomposed it. 

The apparatus employed consists of a piece of combustion tubing 
(about 7 feet), bent about the centre at an obtuse angle, one limb being 
encased in a Liebig’s condenser, the other fitted to a retort containing 
water, to which a few drops of hydrochloric acid and some steel 
borings had been added ; in the tubulnre of the retort is a cork with 
a tube passing through, and with a dip at the outer side. 

The limb of the combustion tube, in connection with the retort, con- 
tains the metal to be operated on, retained in its proper position by 
two platinum gauze plugs. 

To perform an experiment, 50 to 200 grams of the steel borings are 
placed in the limb adjoining the retort, the water in the retort is 
boiled until steam blows out uncondensed at the other end ; water is 
now passed through the Liebig’s condenser, and the distillate is col- 
lected and tested by Kessler until free from ammonia ; as soon as free 
the limb containing the metal is raised to a red heat, a fresh quantity 
of ammonia is now evolved which is estimated by Kessler. In all 
cases the iron or steel, before being placed in the apparatus, was heated 
to redness in a muffle. In addition to Kessler’s test, the condensed 
steam was proved to contain ammonia by the ordinary tests for that 
body. 

By arranging the apparatus as usual, and filling the space between 
the platinum plugs with haematite ore, passing steam, raising to a red 
heat, reducing the haematite by means of hydrogen, and then pas- 
sing steam again, it was shown that no ammonia was produced, i.e 
that iron reduced by hydrogen was free from nitrogen. Some nitride 
of iron, prepared by heating iron in ammonia, was placed in the appa- 
ratus, and on passing steam, ammonia was given off even at 100°, the 
amount being much greater on heating to redness. Dissolving the 
steel in hydrochloric acid affords the most convenient and satisfactory 
means of converting the contained nitrogen into ammonia. The 
method of experimenting is to take 1 gram of the iron or steel, heat it 
to redness in a muffle, and tip it into a fiask containing ammonia-free 
water; the flask is then connected with a globe-shaped separating 
funnel with a tap in the stem, the funnel contains a number of 
recently ignited glass heads ; the water in the fiask is now boiled until 
a current of steam issues from the mouth of the funnel, when the tap 
is closed and the lamp removed. 20 c.c. of hydrochloric acid (sp. gr. 
I'll) are now poured into the funnel, the month of which is closed by 
a cork fitted with a glass tube that terminates under the surface of 
mercury ; the acid is boiled until all air is expelled and is then run 
into the flask, the contents of which, together with the rinsings of the 
fimnel when the steel is dissolved, are washed into a retort, distilled 
with quicklime, and the resulting ammonia determined by Kessler in 
the usual manner. The greatest care was exercised to obtain all the 
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reagents employed free from ammonia, and blank experiments were 
performed from time to time for verification, correction being made for 
the minute proportion of ammonia found in this way. 

It is found that the presence of air exerts no influence on the 
amount of nitrogen found. 

A table, with the results of some 20 specimens of iron and steel and 
other metals, is given, in which the proportion of nitrogen varies from 
0*0041 per cent, in spiegeleisen, to 0*0172 per cent, in steel from 
Dannemora iron. 

^ No nitrogen was present in the specimens of commercial aluminium, 
zinc, and nickel examined by the solution method, and but very small 
proportions were found in magnesium and sodium. Hence iron is 
exceptional in the proportion of nitrogen contained in it. 

F. L. T. 

Estimation of Total Carbon in Iron and Steel. By S. C. 
Jtftfsusf (Ghent. News, 41, 17). — Weyl’s method for solution of the 
metal is recommended (Pogg., 114, 507). The decomposition cell is 
made of a 5-oz. beaker containing hydrochloric acid (1 concentrated 
acid to 3 water) : into this dips a beaker without a bottom, between 
the beakers is placed the positive platinum electrode. The steel bar 
to be dissolved is ground bright, weighed, covered with rubber sheet- 
ing to within an inch of the lower end, with the exception of a part 
where a binding screw is attached, and immersed in the acid. A single 
Grove's cell is recommended to be used ; solution may be allowed to 
proceed over night. The separated carbon is filtered through a glass 
tube containing fine sand and glass wool covered at its lower end by 
filter-paper, muslin, and wire-gauze ; the tube is inserted through a 
cork into a bottle which communicates with an exhausting pump. No 
carbon passes through this filter ; the filtration and washing, first with 
water, then with caustic soda, and finally with water, is complete in 
10 minutes. 

The covering at the bottom of the filter is removed, a little glass 
wool placed at the top of the carbon, and the whole contents of the 
tube pushed out into an Ullgren’s apparatus, wherein the carbon is 
oxidised and weighed as carbonic anhydride. M. M. P. AL 

Estimation of Carbon in Steel. By J. W. W estmorelanb (Chem. 
News, 41, 152). — In reply to Sergius Kern ( Ckem . News, 40, 225) the 
author states that the colour test for carbon gives results argreeing 
with the combustion process, and gives data in support of his assertion. 
It does not give good results with high or very low percentages of 
carbon, but it is invaluable for estimations ranging from 0*1 to 1*0 per 
cent. F. L. T. 

Electrolytic Estimation of Nickel and Cobalt. By H. Fre- 
senits and F. Bergmans ( Zeits . Anal. Ghent., 1880, 314 — 324). — V ery 
accurate results are obtained by the electrolytic precipitation of nickel 
and cobalt, either together or separately, from solutions which con- 
tain in 200 c.c., 0*1 — 0*15 gram of metal as sulphate, 2*5—4 grams of 
ammonia (NH 3 ), and 6—9 grams of ammonium sulphate. The elec- 
trodes of which the negative is a platinum cone, the positive a wire 

3 £ 2 
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spiral, are placed \ | cm. apart, and the current — best generated by 
a (Diamond’ s thermopile — should be of such strength as to yield by 
decomposition of water 200 c.c. of mixed gases in an hour. The pre- 
cipitation takes 5 — 6 hoars. The completion of precipitation can be 
ascertained by adding a few drops of solution of ammonium sulphocar- 
bonate, which should only give an extremely faint tinge, rose colour 
with nickel, wine yellow for cobalt. Deficiency of ammonia injures 
the results, excess has no effect beyond increasing the time necessary for 
complete precipitation. Ammonium carbonate can be substituted for 
the sulphate, bat retards the operation ; ammonium chloride or 
nitrate almost entirely prevents the precipitation. A. J. G. 

Volumetric Estimation of Lead. By W. Diehl (Zetis. Anal. 
Chem., 1880, 306 — 309). — The lead having been separated from the 
other metals in the ore by precipitation as sulphate, is dissolved in 
ammonium acetate, excess of ^th normal solution of potassium dichro- 
mate is then added, together with a few drops of acetic acid, and 
the plumbic chromate filtered off, after standing for about half an 
hour. The excess of dichromate in solution is then determined by 
adding sulphuric acid, heating to boiling and titrating with standard 
sodium thiosulphate ; 4 mols. of dichromate are reduced by 3 mols. of 
thiosulphate. The results are accurate. A. J. G. 

Detection and Estimation of Arsenic. By T. D. Boeke (Chem. 
News, 43, 177 — 178). — For the detection of arsenic the author prefers 
Marsh’s method, provided the organic matter be removed; this may 
be done by ignition with potassium nitrate and sodium carbonate, or 
by heating with sulphuric and a little nitric acid until the mass 
is wholly converted into a porous coal The author prefers the latter 
method. 

For estimation in organic mixtures, the author digests with potas- 
sium chlorate and hydrochloric acid, filtering off any insoluble residue ; 
the solution after neutralisation with sodium carbonate and concentra- 
tion is again acted on by potassium chlorate and hydrochloric acid, 
saturated with ammonia, precipitated by “magnesia” mix ture and 
allowed to stand 24 hours ; the magnesia precipitate is dissolved in 
dilute sulphuric acid, sulphuretted hydrogen passed, and the arsenic 
weighed as arsenious sulphide. F. L. T. 

Detection of Bismuth. By J. C. Thresh ( Pharm . J. Trails. [3], 
10, 641). — Minute traces of bismuth may easily be detected by adding 
potassium iodide to the solution rendered slightly acid by hydrochloric 
acid, when an orange to a yellow coloration is produced according to 
the quantity of bismuth present ; 1 part of bismuth in a million gives 
a decided yellow coloration. The presence of mercury, lead, aud anti- 
mony slightly interferes with the test. Mercuric iodide is, however, 
soluble in excess of potassium iodide and lead iodide on war min g the 
solution; in each case, bismuth being present, the coloration is pro- 
duced. _ In presence of antimony the potassium iodide must not be 
added in excess, as large quantities of the reagent give a reddish- 
y allow coloration with antimony itself. Bismuth does not give a 
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coloration with, potassium iodide in neutral or alkaline solutions ; if 
sulphuric acid, is present in excess it is necessary first to neutralise the 
acid with ammonia, and then acidify with hydrochloric acid, otherwise 
a dark-brown precipitate is formed. 

To detect bismuth by this method in a mixture of salts, dissolve in 
hydrochloric acid the precipitate produced by adding ammonia to the 
nitric acid solution of the sulphides insoluble in ammonium sulphide, 
in one portion test for lead, and in the other for bismuth, with potas- 
sium iodide. L. T. 0*S. 

Method for Estimating Bismuth Volumetrically. By IT. 
Kuha.ua. ( Ohem . News , 42, 153 — 154). — The method consists in preci- 
pitating the bismuth from its nitric acid solution by adding disodium 
arsenate of known strength in slight excess, allowing to stand until 
the reaction is completed ; making alkaline with ammonia, then acid 
with acetic acid, and estimating the excess of arsenate by standard 
nranium nitrate, using potassium ferrocyanide as indicator. 

The disodium arsenate (about 21 grams per litre) was standardised 
on known quantities of bismuth ; the strength of uranium nitrate that 
gave the best results was 43*2 grams of the crystallised salt per litre ; 
it was standardised on the disodium arsenate. 

The average error of six results obtained by working on known 
weights of bismuth is *3 per cent, on total quantity. F. L. T. 

Modification of Dtunas’ Method for Estimating Nitrogen. 
By K. Zulkowskt (Bar., 13 , 1096 — 1103). — Several improvements 
in the author’s (Annalm, 182 , 296) modification of Dumas’ method of 
estimating nitrogen in carbon compounds is described, the more im- 
portant or which are as follows : — 

In the old form of apparatus, the potash-solution for absorbing the 
carbonic acid was very apt to run back when the current of gas was 
not evolved with sufficient regularity ; this is now avoided by inserting 
a Bunsen’s valve between the combustion tube and the azotometer. 
The frequent emptying and refilling of the measuring tube is also 
rendered unnecessary by a different manipulation of the apparatus. 
According to the old method of operating, the combustion tube, sealed 
at one end. was first partially filled with sodium bicarbonate, for the 
evolution of carbonic anhydride, to drive out the air, and then with 
the mixture of the substance with copper oxide. The result of this 
was that fresh copper oxide had to be employed for each determina- 
tion, thus requiring much time and material. In order to avoid this, 
the operation is conducted like an ordinary combustion, the combus- 
tion tube being open at both ends, and connected at the end removed 
from the azotometer, with a separate tube containing the sodium bi- 
carbonate for the evolution of carbonic anhydride. This arrangement 
allows of the substance being placed in a boat as in an ordinary com- 
bustion with an open tube, and hence the same tube and the same lot 
of oxide of copper may be used many times in succession without any 
re-arrangement, except the reoxidation of the copper in a current of air, 
and the reduction of the copper coil in a current of hydrogen The 
apparatus thus consists of three parts : (1) the carbonic anhydride 
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generator; (2) the combustion tube; (3) the azotometer. For the 
modus operandi reference must be made to the original paper. By 
this apparatus nitrogen determinations can be made with very great 
exactness and in a very short time, viz., 1 to hours. T. 0. 

Abstractor's Note.*- The introduction of a separate tube for the gene- 
ration of the carbonic anhydride, as well as several other important 
improvements, has also been proposed by Groves (this Journal, 1880, 
Trans., 500). — T. 0. 

Proximate Analysis of Plants. By H. B. Parsons (Pharm. J. 
Trans . [3], 10 , 793 — 797). — Estimation of Moisture. — 2 grams of the 
finely powdered specimen are dried at 100 — 120° ; the loss gives mois- 
ture, and sometimes a little volatile oil. In some cases it is necessary 
to dry at lower temperature, or in a current of hydrogen or carbonic 
anhydride. 

Estimation of Ash. — 2 grams are gently ignited at a faint red heat 
until quite free from carbonaceous matter. 

The residue is extracted with water, dilute hydrochloric acid, and 
concentrated alkali in succession, and the residue in each case 
weighed. 

Total nitrogen is estimated by ignition with soda-lime. If the nitro- 
genous matter present is albuminoid, its amount is obtained by multi- 
plying the amount of nitrogen by 6*25. 

Benzene Extract. — 5 grams are digested with benzene (b. p. 80 — 
85°) for six hours, whereby certain volatile oils, resins, camphors, 
organic acids, wax, fats, oils, chlorophyll and other colouring matters, 
alkaloids, and glucosides are extracted 

The solution is evaporated to dryness, and the weighed residue 
treated with water and again evaporated; the residue dried at 110° 
and weighed : loss in weight gives volatile oils. If the presence of 
volatile alkaloids is suspected, a few drops of hydrochloric acid are 
added previous to evaporation. Treat the residue with warm water, 
have it to cool, and filter. In one half of the filtrate determine total 
organic matter and ash ; in the other half test for alkaloids, glucosides, 
and organic acids. Dissolve the residue in benzene, evaporate the solu- 
tion to dryness, and extract the rebid ne with hydiochloric acid ; filter 
and test for alkaloids and glucosides in the filtrate. Treat the residue 
several times with a large excess of alcohol. Evaporate the solutions 
and estimate the extracted matter, which usually consists of chloro- 
phyll and one or more resins ; these may sometimes be separated by 
light petroleum, naphtha, or chloroform. Animal charcoal removes 
chlorophyll and some resins. Camphor, if present in the plant, will be 
found for the most part in the alcoholic extract. 

It is sometimes advisable to exhaust the plant with light petroleum 
before proceeding with benzene. Where pure benzene cannot be ob- 
tained, chloroform serves as the best substitute. 

Alcoholic Extract. — The residue from the extraction with benzene is 
dried at 100°, and digested for 14 hours with alcohol (80 per cent.). 
The solution is concentrated and left at rest, and any crystals or pre- 
cipitate which may form are separated. The solution is made up to a 
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definite volume, and in a measured portion the total organic matter 
and ash determined, in another the total organic matter and ash 
soluble in water are determined, and by difference, the same insoluble 
in water. 

The remaining solution is evaporated to dryness, and the residue 
treated with several portions of absolute alcohol. 


A. Soluble in Absolute Alcohol. 
(a.) Soluble in water. 


Precipitated by Subacetate of 
Lead. 

Tannin and most organic acids, 
some extractives, and inorganic 
acids. W eigh precipitate, ignite 
and weigh : loss equal to organic 
matter. 


Not Precipitated by Snbacetate 
of Lead. 

Alkaloids, glucosides, extrac- 
tives and colours. 


Soluble in Dilute 
Hydrochloric Acid . 

Alkaloids, gluco- 
sides, some extrac- 
tives : determine in- 
soluble portion. 


(&.) Insoluble in water. 

Soluble in Dilute 
Ammonia. 

Most acid resins, 1 
some colours. 


Insoluble in Dilute 
Ammonia. 

Neutral resins, co- 
lours, and albumi- 
noids. Dissolve resi- 
due in alcohol. Eva- 
porate and weigh. 


B. Insoluble in Alcohol. 
(c.) Soluble in Water. 


Precipitated by Subacetute of 
Lead. 

Some colours, extractives, al- 
buminoids, organic and inorganic 
acids. Weigh, ignite, and weigh 
again. Loss gives organic mat- 
ter. 


Not Precipitated by Subacetate 
of Lead. 

Alkaloids, glucose, saccharose 
extractives. Determine by dif- 
ference. Separate lead from 
solution, and determine saccha- 
rose and glucose with Fehling’s 
solution. 


(d.) Insoluble in Water. 

Soluble in Dilute Hydrochloric Insoluble in Dilute Hydro- 

Acid. chloric Acid. 

Some alkaloids and glncosides. A few resins, extractives, and 
Determine by difference. colours. Dissolve in alcohol. 

Evaporate solution and weigh. 

When the plant contains much tannin or sugar, the following 
method for analysing the alcoholic extract should be adopted. 

Dilute the extract to 200 c.c. with alcohol (80 percent.). In 20 c.c. 
determine total organic matter and ash ; in 20 c.c. determine organic 
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matter and ash, soluble and insoluble in water. Evaporate the re- 
maining 160 c.c. to dryness, heat the residue with water, filter and 
make the filtrate up to 160 c.c. 

The residue may contain resins, colours, and glucosides, which 
may he removed by dilute ammonia ; alkaloids ana some glucosides 
soluble in dilute hydrochloric acid; also insoluble albuminoids and 
resins. 

In 20 c.c. of the filtrate the tannin is determined by A. Carpeni’s 
method (Chem. News , July 9, 1875, p. 19). 20 c.c. are precipitated 
with normal lead acetate. The precipitate, which may contain tan- 
nin, gallic and other organic acids, inorganic acids, albuminoids, ex- 
tractives, and some colours, is dried at 100 — 120° and weighed. 

20 c.c. are precipitated with subacetate of lead, and the precipitate is 
weighed. A greater number of acids, extractives, and colours are pre- 
cipitated by this reagent than by the former. To the filtrate add 
excess of hydrochloric acid, boil, and determine the glucose in the 
solution. 

Precipitate another 20 c.c. with subacetate from the filtrate, remove 
the lead with sodium carbonate, and determine the glucose in the 
solution. Any appreciable difference between this result and the 
former is due to the presence of glncosides or saccharose. 

A farther 20 c.c. is precipitated with suhacetate of lead, and the 
organic acids in the precipitate determined after the removal of the 
lead by sulphuretted hydrogen. Add sulphuric acid to the filtrate and 
an equal volume of alcohol, allow the solution to stand two hours, 
filter, evaporate the filtrate to expel alcohol, and test the solution for 
alkaloids, glucosides, sugars, and extractives. 

Aqueous Extract — The residue from the alcoholic extract is ex- 
hausted with cold water. When the plant contains much gummy 
substance, this is best done by adding a measured volume of cold 
water to ike residue, and leaving it from six to twelve hours. Filter 
through linen, and in a measured portion of the solution estimate 
the total organic matter and ash. In the case of fruits and fleshy 
roots, pectin bodies, organic acids, albuminous substances, colouring 
matters and sometimes a body resembling dextrin are found in this 
residue, but otherwise it generally consists of gum. 

Acid Extract — The residue insoluble in water is boiled for six 
hours with 500 c.c. water and 5 c.c. sulphuric acid (sp. gr. 1*34). By 
this means all the starch is converted into glucose, which is estimated 
with Fehling’s solution, the result multiplied by *9 equals starch and 
its isomerides ; the insoluble residue is weighed. 

Alkali Extract — The residue is boiled with 500 c.c. of a 2 per cent, 
solution of caustic soda. The extract usually contains albuminous 
matter, modifications of pectic acid, Fr&ny’s u cutose,” humus, and 
decomposition products. 

The residue, which consists of cellulose, is bleached with chlorine 
and caustic soda and weighed. 

Benzene, alcohol, and water remove from most plants the substances 
of the greatest chemical and medical interest, but in the case of grain 
fodder and foods, the Bubstances extracted by acids and alkalis have 
great value. L. T. O’S. 
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Use of the Spectroscope in Discriminating Anthracenes. 
By B. Nickels (Chem. News, 41, 52 and 95). — Those substances asso- 
ciated with commercial anthracene, which yield 46 amorphous par- 
ticles ” on oxidation, are characterised by showing absorption-bands 
between 1? and Q-, and immediately to the left of Gr (D at the right 
hand). Commercial anthracene may be tested by dissolving a few 
decigrams in 6 c.c. benzene, and placing the solution between a lamp 
and the slit of a direct vision spectroscope. Absence, or faintness of 
absorption-bands, points to absence of impurities ; the comparative 
purity of samples may be judged of from the depth and intensity of 
the absorption bands. M. M. P. M. 

Estimation of Glycerol. By W. Lmz ( Zeits . Anal Chem., 1880, 
297 — 305). — The author has determined the specific gravity of mix- 
tures of glycerol and water, and their refractive indexes at 12'5 — 
12*8°. In the following table the specific gravity is given : — 


Anhydrous 
glycerol, 
per cent. 

Specific 
weight at 
12—14°. 

Anhydrous 
glycerol, 
per cent. 

Specific 
weight at 
12-14°. 

Anhydrous 
glycerol, 
per cent. 

Specific 
weight at 
12—14°. 

100 

1*2691 

67 

1 -1795 

34 

1-0880 

99 

1*2664 

66 

1-1764 

33 

1*0852 

93 

1-2637 

65 

1-1733 

32 

1-0825 

97 

1 *2610 

64 

1*1702 

31 

1-0798 

96 

1*2684 

63 

1-1671 

30 

1-0771 

95 

1 -2557 

62 

1*1640 

29 

1-0744 

94 

1 *2531 

61 

1 *1610 

28 

1-0716 

93 

1-2504 

60 

1 *1582 

27 

1*0689 

92 

1*2478 

59 

1*1556 

26 

1*0663 

91 

1-2451 

58 

1*1530 

25 

1*0635 

90 

1-2425 

57 

1*1505 

24 

1*0608 

89 

3*2398 

56 

1-1480 

23 

1*0580 

88 

1 -2372 

55 

1 *1455 

22 

1 *0553 

87 

1*2345 

54 

11430 

21 

1*0525 

86 

1*2318 

53 

1*1403 

20 

1*0198 

85 

1*2292 

52 

1*1375 

19 

1*0471 

84 

1*2265 

51 

1*1348 

18 

1*0446 

83 

1-2238 

50 

1 *1320 

17 

1*0422 

82 

1*2212 

49 

1 *1293 

16 

1*0398 

81 

1 *2185 

48 

1 *1265 1 

15 

1 *0374 

80 

1*2159 

47 

1*1238 ! 

14 

1*0349 

79 

1*2122 

46 

1 *1210 | 

13 

1*0332 

78 

1*2106 

45 

1 *1183 ; 

12 | 

1*0297 

77 

1*2079 

44 

1 *1155 

11 ! 

1*0271 

76 

1*2042 

43 

1 *1127 

10 

1*0245 

75 

1*2016 

42 

1 *1100 

9 

1 *0221 

74 

1 *1999 

41 

1 *1072 | 

8 ! 

1 *0196 

73 

1*1973 

40 

1 *1045 

7 

1*0172 

72 

1*1945 

39 

1 *1017 | 

6 

1 *0147 

71 

1*1918 

38 

1 *0989 i 

5 

1*0123 

70 

1*1889 

87 

1*0962 ; 

4 

1*0098 

69 

1*1858 

36 

1 "0934 ! 

3 

1*0074 

68 

1*1826 

35 

1*0907 

2 

1*0049 

67 

1*1795 

84 

1*0880 

1 

1*0025 


A. J. G. 
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Detection of Starch-sugar Mechanically Mixed with Refined 
Cane-sugar. By P. Casamajor ( Ohem . News , 41, 221 — 222). — The 
processes given are the saccharimetric, betore and after inversion ; the 
redaction with Fehling’s solution ; the solubility in cold water, the 
starch-sugar dissolving but slowly, and appearing as white specks 
like crashed wheat, and the taste ; in the last case comparison must 
always be made with a sample of refined sugar. F. L. T. 

Action of Bone-black on Sugar Solutions. By P. Casamajor 
(Chew,. News , 41, 66). — Dried, newly made bone-black, when kept in 
contact with a solution of pure sugar, absorbs 0*006 per cent, (of its 
own weight.) Filtration of sugar solutions through bone-black does 
not therefore interfere with subsequent testing by the optical method. 

M. M. P. M. 

Behaviour of Various Sugars with Alkaline, Copper, and 
Mercury Solutions. By F. Soxhlet ( J . pr. Ghent . [2], 21, 227 — 
317). — The preparation of the varions sugars in a state of purity is 
described at some length. 

An abstract of a previous paper by Soxhlet has already been 
given in this volume (p. 66). Soxhlet shows that the quantities of 
copper reduced under like conditions by the varions sugars from 
FeHing’s or Lowe’s solutions, differ among themselves, and that the 
quantity for any individual sugar depends on the strength of the 
solution, and the amount of copper present in excess. In no case does 
one equivalent of a sugar reduce 10 equivalents of cupric oxide. He 
prefers as before (loc. cit. ) to keep his Fehling’s test in two separate 
solutions, only mixing immediately before use. 

The reducing power of a sugar is volume trically determined in the 
following manner : — Varying quantities of the copper solution were 
heated to boiling in a dish, equal volumes of the solution of Rochelle 
salt and sodium hydrate being previously added. Then 50 c.c. or 
lOU c.c. of the 1 per cent, or per cent, sugar solutions respectively 
were added, and the whole was boiled for two, four, or six minutes, 
according to the variety of the sugar. The contents of the dish are 
then thrown on a filter, the filtrate is acidified with acetic acid, 
and potassium ferrocyanide at once added to ascertain the presence of 
copper. This process is repeated until two quantities of the copper 
solution, differing from each other by c.c , give, the one a filtrate 
containing copper, the other a filtrate free from copper. The mean of 
these two readmgs is taken as the result. 

The gravimetric method of determining the copper reduced by the 
sugars acting on Fehling’s or Lowe’s solution is to boil a measured 
quantity of the sugar-solution with an excess of the Fehlmg’s or 
Lowe’s solution, and then to filter by means of gentle suction, through 
a weighed tube filled with asbestos ; wash with hot water, then with 
absolute alcohol, and finally ether. On passing hydrogen through the 
heated tube, the cuprous oxide is reduced to the metallic state in two 
or three minutes, and then weighed. The following are the chief 
results:— 
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Dextrose. — 0*5 gram in 1 per cent, solution reduces 105*2 c.c. Fehling 
(undiluted), or lUl*l c.c. Fehling (diluted with. 4 volumes of water). 

Ratio of reduction, 1 : 10*52 — 1 : 10*11. 

Divert sugar (?.<?., equal molecules of dextrose and levulose obtained 
by the action of acids on cane-sugar). — 0*5 gram in 1 per cent, solution 
reduces 101*2 c.c. Fehling (undiluted), or 97*0 c.c. Fehling (diluted 
with 4 volumes of water). 

Ratio of reduction, 1 : 10*12 — 1 : 9*7. 

In the case of dextrose and invert sugar, dilution of the solution 
lowers, excess of copper raises, the reducing power. 

Milk-sugar . — 0*5 gram in 1 per cent, solution reduces 74 c.c. 
Fehling. 

Ratio of reduction, 1 : 7*4. 

Dilution has no noteworthy influence on the reducing power. 
Excess of copper raises it, but to a much slighter extent than with 
dextrose or invert sugar. 

Galactose . — 0*5 gram in 1 per cent, solution reduces 98 c.c. Fehling 
(undiluted), or 94 c.c. Fehling (diluted with 4 volumes of water). 

Ratio of reduction, 1 : 9*8-—l : 9*4. 

Dilution lessens the reducing power to the same extent as with 
dextrose and invert sugar. Excess of copper raises the reducing 
power, but to a somewhat slighter extent than with dextrose and 
invert sugar. 

Levulose (calculated from the results with dextrose and invert 
sugar). — 0*5 gram in 1 per cent, solution, reduces 97*2 c.c. Fehling 
(undiluted), or 93 c.c. Fehling (diluted with 4 volumes of water). 

Ratio of dilution, 1 : 9*72 — 1 : 9*3. 

Dilution and excess of copper act respectively as with dextrose and 
invert sugar. The reducing power of levulose is probably equal to 
that of galactose. 

Diverted Milk-sugar . — Reducing power equal to that of invert sugar 
(Rodewald). 

Maltose. — 0*5 gram in 1 per cent, solution reduces 64*2 c.c. Fehling 
(undiluted), or 67*5 c.c. Fehling (diluted with 4 volumes of water). 

Ratio of reduction, 1 : 6*09 — 1 : 6*41. 

Dilution raises the reducing power. Excess of copper has no effect 
with undiluted Fehling, hut in highly dilute solutions raises the 
reducing power to a slight extent. 

With the exception of the determination of sugar in diabetic urine 
(where, owing to the constant formation of ammonia, some of the 
cuprous oxide is dissolved and passes through the filter, and conse- 
quently the end of the reaction must be decided, as usual, by the dis- 
appearance of the blue colour), the following plan is adopted for the 
estimation of the various sugars. The approximate strength of the 
sugar solution is first determined in the usual manner, by the dis- 
appearance of the bine, operating on 25 c.c. Fehling. The sugar solu- 
tion is now diluted so as to contain 1 per cent, of the sugar, aud the 
determination is proceeded with as described above, operating on 
50 c.c. Fehling, undiluted with water. 

In the case of highly coloured fluids, the indication with potassium 
ferroeyanide is difficult to recognise, the reaction with sulphuretted 
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hydrogen giving still worse results. In such, cases the following device 
is adopted: — The filtrate is boiled with a few drops of the sugar 
solution in a beaker, allowed to settle, and then poured off ; on wiping 
the bottom and sides of the beaker with a piece of white filter-paper, 
it will be coloured red if any copper still remain in the solution. 

The behaviour of the sugars with alkaline mercury solutions was 
tested both with Knapp’s solution (alkaline mercuric cyanide), and 
Sachsse’s solution (alkaline mercuric iodide in potassium iodide). 

It is found as observed by Brumme (/. pr, Chem. [2], 21), that dif- 
ferent results are obtained from Knapp’s solutions, according as the 
sugar solution is added gradually, or all at once; when gradually 
added more sugar being required ; with Sachsse’s, however, the reverse 
is the case. 

To get comparable results the sugar must be added all at once, the 
solution boiled for two or three minutes, and the liquid tested for mer- 
cury, always using the same indicator ; in using the alkaline tin solution 
as indicator, 0*200 — 0*202 gram of grape-sugar were always required 
for 100 c.c. Knapp, in a large number of experiments. It is remark- 
able that these two solutions, although containing almost exactly the 
same amount of mercury, require very different quantities of sugar to 
reduce equal volumes of them. This is shown to bo due, to a great 
extent, to the different amounts of alkali present in them. 

The amounts of mercury solutions which 1 gram of sugar in 1 per 
cent, solution reduces are : — 


Grape-sugar 497*5 c.c. (Knapp), 302*5 c.c. (Sachsse). 

Invert sugar 502*5 „ 376*0 „ 

Levulose 508*5 „ 449*5 „ 

Milk-sugar 322*5 „ 214*5 „ 

Galactose 413*0 „ 226*0 „ 

Inverted milk-sugar. . 448*0 „ 258*0 „ 

Maltose •••••••■•••• 31 1 *5 ,, 197*6 ,, 


The various sugars have different reducing powers for the alkaline 
mercury solutions, and there is no definite relation between the 
amounts of Knapp’s and Saehsse's solutions required by them ; the 
amount of Sachsse’s solution, to which 100 c.c. Knapp’s correspond, 
varying from 54*7 c.c. in the case of galactose, to 74 8 c.c. in the case 
of invert sugar. 

Taking the reducing power of grape-sugar = 100, the reducing 
powers of the other sugars are : — 



Eehling (undiluted). 

Knapp, 

Sachsse. 

Grape-sugar . 

100 

100 

100 

Invert sugar . 

96-2 

99-0 (100 ?) 

124-5 

Levulose (?) < 

92-4 

102 2 (100 P) 

1486 

Milk-sugar . . 

70-3 

64-9 

70-9 

Galactose. . . . . 

93-2 

83-0 

74-8 

Inverted milk- 

sugar 96’2 

90-0 

85 5 

Maltose . . . . 


63-8 

65-0 


The two mercury methods have no advantage in point of accuracy 
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or convenience over Fehling’s method, the latter having the preference 
on aoconnt of the great certainty of the point at which the reduction 
is finished. 

The mercury methods are, however, of great importance, both for 
the identification of a sugar and for the estimation of two sugars in 
presence of each other, as already proposed by Sachsse. For instance, 
tor the estimation of grape and invert sugars in presence of each other, 
we have the two equations : ax 4- by = F, cx -f- dy = S. Where — 


a = number of 1 c.c. Fehling, reduced by 1 gram grape-sugar. 
b = „ „ „ „ invert sugar. 

c = „ Sachsse „ „ grape-sugar. 

d — ,, ,, ,, ■, invert sugar. 

F = „ Fehling, used for 1 vol. sugar solution. 

S = „ Sachsse „ „ „ 

a = amount of grape-sugar in grams in 1 vol. of the solution. 
y = „ invert sngar „ „ „ 

It need scarcely be mentioned that the above, together with all other 
indirect methods, leaves room for increased accuracy ; but nevertheless 
the combination of a mercury method with a copper method in the 
determination of a sngar whose nature is not exactly known, gives 
a more serviceable result than the hitherto adopted plan, by which a 
solution that reduced 10 c.c. Fehling was said to contain *05 gram of 
“sngar.” F. L. T. 


Cupric Test Pellets for Sugars. ( Ghem . Neics, 41, 63). — The 
solid ingredients of the ordinary copper test for sugar have been com- 
pressed into pellets by Dr. Pavy. When required for use a pellet is 
dissolved in about 3 c.c. of rain water. M. M. P. M. 


Report on the Methods of Estimating Cellulose and on their 
Defects. By C. Kbatjch ( Landw . Versuchs.-Stat. f 24, 295 — 299). — 
The so-called “ non-nitrogenous extract,” separated in the ordinary 
course of analysis from cellulose by successive treatment with potash 
and sulphuric acid, in reality contains a large amount of cellulose, 
varying in quantity with the strength of the solution employed. 
Although the practical value of the analysis is not influenced by this 
result, since experiment shows that the sum of the digestible parts of 
the so-called extract and of the cellulose is about equal to the quantity 
set down as non-nitrogenous extract, an incorrect idea is nevertheless 
given of the quality and constitution of the substance under investigar 
tion. Rye, hay, and clover hay, which had been freed from starch, fat, 
and protein, were boiled with potash and sulphuric acid solutions, and 
it was found that 80 per cent, of the total cellulose and fibre in the case 
of rye, and 50 per cent, in the case of hay and dried clover, had gone 
into solution; the composition of the dissolved cellnlose was not con- 
stant, varying considerably in the case of hay and clover. 

J • K* 0. 

Estimation of Pat in Milk. By P. Vieth ( [Bied . Oentr, 9 1880, 
302 — 303).— The “ lactobutyrometer,” it is suggested, will be found 
to supply the want of a ready and accurate dairy method of estimating 
the fat in Tnilk ^see also Bied. G&nftr* , 1876, 231; 1877, 226; 1879, 
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770). The results obtained with the creamometer are shown to he 
too much influenced by temperature to be of any value. 

A. J. C. 

Saponification of Fats. By vox dek Becke (. Zeits , Anal. Ghe?n 
1880, 291 — 297). — The saponifying action of lead oxide, of potassium 
hydrate, and of lime, is very different, the amounts of glycerol libe- 
rated especially differing, as shown in the accompanying extract from 
the author’s table. 


Percentage of Glycerol. 


Butter. 

1 

Cacao 

tat. 

^ Tallow. 

1 

1 

j Grease 

1 Olive 
oiL 

1 

jRapeseed 

1 

Linseed 

oil. 

Lead oxide 

Pota^ium hydrate 
Lime .' 

7 98 

10 59 

7 99 

i 

0 23 
5-99 
2*19 

i 

, 0*13 

1 7*S4 
i 2 43 

i 

, 6-6 
8-27 

9 27 

3 76 

6 41 

4 2 

4 58 

4 4 

6 2 


A. J. G. 


Estimation of Fat in Fodder. By P. Wagxeb (Lamhv. 
VersucJis.-Stut., 24, 289 — 294). — Three or four hours’ treatment with 
ether is generally considered sufficient for the extraction of fat from 
organic bodies. The time is, however, too short, as the following 
experiment shows. Palm cake w r as extracted with ether by Storch’s 
method : — 


After 3 hours, was extracted 11 *88 per cent of fat. 
„ 3 hours further .... 0*54 „ 

„ 6 „ .... 0*83 ,, 

„ 15 „ .... 0*47 ,, 

3 , 10 ,, .... 0 Ol ,, 


Altogether, after 37 hours, 13*23 per cent, of fat was extracted. 

The same sample yielded 12 per cent, of fat when allowed to stand 
two days with ether in the cold. 

It was fonnd that treatment with small quantities of ether at a time 
was not sufficient, even after 21 days’ standing, to extract the whole of 
the fat ; relatively large volumes of ether seem to be necessary to break 
up the fat-cells. 

The above experiments were carried on with a material containiDg 
9 per cent, of water, the action of absolute ether on the dried substance 
was then tried. The fodder was dried over a water-bath, and after 
27 hours’ treatment with absolute ether, yielded 10 54 per cent, of fat. 
The same dried over sulphuric acid, and treated similarly, gave 
10*73 per cent., and when allowed to stand with absolute ether in the 
cold, 10*4 per cent, was obtained ; common ether, on the other hand, 
extracting 11*35 per cent. Undried material treated 27 hours with 
absolute ether, yielded 10*74 per cent., and with common ether, 
13*01 per cent, of fat. It seems, therefore, that water must be present 
both in the material and in the ether, in order that the whole of the 
fat may be extracted. J. K. O. 
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Detection of Wax. By E. Hir^chsohn ( Pharm , /. Tran*. [3], 
10 , 749 — 751). — As the result of a series of experiments on different 
kinds of wax, the author submits the following method for their 
detection. 

The wax is boiled with ten times its Tolume of chloroform, until it 
is completely dissolved, and the solution is then cooled. 

I. The solution remains clear after cooling. 

(A.) Ether dissolves the wax completely. 

(a.) Alcoholic ferric chloride gives a precipitate with alcoholic solu- 
tion of wax, insoluble on boiling. Wax from Myrica queret- 
folia. 

(5.) Ferric chloride gives black coloration. Was from undetermined 
species of Myrica. 

(c.) Ferric chloride gives brown coloration. Wax from Myrica ceri- 
fra . Wax from Orizaba . 

(B.) Wax only partly soluble in ether. Boil with ten times its 
volume of alcoholic potash, and heat the soap with 100 volumes of 
water. 

(a.) Soap is soluble. Japanese wax. 

(&.) Soap is partially soluble. Beeswax, African beeswax. 

II. Wax deposited from chloroform solution on cooling. 

(A.) Alcoholic lead acetate gives a cloudiness on standing with 
alcoholic solution of wax. Wax from shellac . 

(B.) Alcoholic lead acetate gives no cloudiness. 

(a.) Ethereal solution of wax becomes cloudy on addition of alcohol. 
Brazilian and Garnauba icax. 

( b .) Ethereal solution remains clear. Bahia wax. 

L. T. O’S. 

Tests for Alkaloids. By T. Taiiersail (Chem. News, 41 , 63). — 
Delphinine. — Thoronghly mix a small quantity with 2 — 3 parts of 
mafic acid, add 6 drops pure concentrated snlphuric acid, and stir 
with a small agate pestle ; an average red colour is produced, changing 
to rose red, becoming dark rose, with a violet shade at the edges after 
some hours, then bluish- violet, and finally “ a dirty cobalt.” 

Morphine. — Concentrated sulphuric acid with a crystal of sodium 
arsenate gives a dim violet colour, changing to sea-green, with escape 
of acid vapour on heating. M. M. P. M. 

Determination of the Alkaloids. By J. 0. Thresh (Pharm. J. 
Trans. [3], 10 , 809—814). — A solution of potassium bismuth iodide 
may be used to estimate volumetrically solutions of the alkaloids. 
4*68 grams bismuth oxide are dissolved in 80 c.c. hydrochloric acid, 
(B. P.) ; the solution is made up to BOO c.c. with water ; 20 grams of 
potassium iodide are dissolved in 700 c.c. water; and the two solutions 
are mixed. By this method a clear bright orange-coloured liquid is 
obtained. The solution is added to the alkaloid solution from a 
burette until a drop of the reagent ceases to give a distinct immediate 
precipitate with a drop of the filtered solution. The results are not 
affected by the presence of hydrochloric or nitric acid, but acetic acid 
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decolorises the bismuth solution ; this is prevented by adding a little 
potassium iodide to the solution of the alkaloid. Different formula* 
for the precipitates were found for solutions containing varying 
quantities of bismuth. With a solution of the above strength the 
following formulae were obtained : — 

For the cinchona alkaloids the ratio of bismuth to alkaloid is 3 : 2, 
giving the formula 3(BiI*) .2 ( Alk.HI) . 

For the opium alkaloids the ratio is unity, giving the formula 
(Bil a ) . (Alk.HI ) . 

For strychnine the ratio is £ formula 5 (Bil 3 ) 6 ( C 21 H 03 N 2 O 2 HI) . 

„ brucine „ ^ „ 9 ( Bil 3 ) 10 ( CasHosN'oO JSI) . 

„ atropine „ 1 „ (Ihls^CnHasNOjIII). 

„ aconitine „ 4 „ 3 (BiI 3 ) 2 (C,J 34 o^ 02 HI). 

„ emetine „ £ StBils^CaoB^^OsHI). 

The method may be applied to tbe valuation of cinchona and various 
other barks, and of various preparations of the alkaloids. The 
reaction is very delicate, the following quantities being readily 
detected : — 


Quinine 

1 in 200,000 

Strychnine 

1 „ 

250,000 

Cinchonidine 

1 „ 

125,000 

Morphine 

1„ 

20,000 

Atropine 

1,, 

25,000 

Brucine 

1., 

40,000 

Quinidine 

1 „ 

150,000 

Aconitine 

1 „ 

40,000 

Codeine 

1 „ 

17,500 

Apomorphine 

1 „ 

12,500 

27arcotine 

1 „ 

50,000 

Naiceine 

1 „ 

20,000 

Beberine 

1 „ 

6,000 

Theine 

1 „ 

4,000 

Caffeine 

1„ 

3,000 


In the case of the two last alkaloids the precipitate only forms after 
standing. L. T. O’S. 

Estimation of Amido-compounds, By Kerr ( Landw . Fer- 
suehs.-Stat , 24, 365 — 373). — The apparatus used was a modification 
of Sachsse's, its chief advantage lying m the shortness of time req uir ed 
for the absorption of the nitric oxide, and the small quantity of ferrous 
sulphate necessary. During some experiments on asparagin it was 
found that the presence of ammonia salts interferes with the accuracy 
of the method, as they are partially decomposed by nitrous acid. It 
was also observed that organic acids in a high state of dilution are 
able to decompose amido-compounds, such as asparagin, with separation 
of ammonia : hence the sap of vetches, hay, &c., after being heated, 
will be found to contain salts of ammonia. J. K. 0 . 

Estimation of Albuminoids and Non-Albuminoidal Nitrogen- 
cgmponnds in various kinds of Fodder. By E. Schulze (Landw. 
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Tersuchs.-Stat., 24, 358 — 365). After giving a historical sketch of 
the discovery in vegetable products of nitrogenous bodies different 
from albumin, and included in the groups of amido-acids, acid 
amides, and peptones, the author proceeds to say that the distribution 
of the total nitrogen of a fodder under examination, amongst the 
various groups may be ascertained with sufficient exactness. The 
albumin is first removed by means of a lead salt, and then the peptones 
are precipitated by phosphotungstic acid, the amido-compounds being 
finally determined in the filtrate, according to Sachsse’s method. 

J. K. C. 

Xanthie Acid as a Precipitant for Albumin. By P. Zollee 
( Ber ., 13 , 1062 — 1064). — Albumin, even when present in very minute 
quantities, is precipitated in the form of flocks when a few drops of 
potassium xanthate are added to the slightly acidified solution. It is 
better to avoid shaking the liquid, and the precipitate must consist of 
flocks, as xanthie acid itself renders the liquid turbid, and also precipi- 
tates some other organic substances. It is better to place the mixture 
in a glass dish, and allow the whole to remain at rest at a temperature 
of 35—38°. 

In consequence of its behavionr towards albuminous substances 
xanthie acid acts as a powerful antiseptic. T. 0. 


Technical Chemistry, 


Rapid Developer for Wet Plate Photographs. By J. M. Edee 
(Dingl. pohjt . 23 6, 40G — 409). — The author mentions the different 
developing solutions which have been proposed at various times. He 
finds that ferrous sulphate with \ per cent, of salicylic acid, and a 
trace of sulphurous acid dissolved m water, forms a rapid developer, 
which has recently been introdneed from Pains. J. T. 

Industrial Utilisation of Solar Heat. By A. Mouchot ( Compt . 
rend., 90 , 1212 — 1213). — By means of large mirrors the author has 
been able, even in the middle of winter, to utilise solar radiation for 
many chemical operations, such as distillation of alcohol and various 
essences, calcination of alum, preparation of benzoic acid, sublimation 
of sulphur, distillation of sulphuric acid, and carbonisation of wood in 
closed vessels. He has also succeeded in working a small horizontal 
engine with 120 revolutions per minute, at a constant pressure of 
3 5 atmospheres, and a pump yielding 6 litres of water per minute, 
and capable of throwing a jet 12 meters. 

The large solar receiver used was of the same dimensions, and con- 
structed on the same plan as that of Tonrs. Neither strong winds, 
nor passing clouds, exercised any appreciable effect on the working of 
the apparatus. C. H. B. 

vol. xxxvm. 3 b 
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Heating Powers of Coal-gas of Different Qualities. By 
W. Wallace (Chem. Neivs, 41 , 41). — The heating powers were com- 
pared by causing the gases burned under similar conditions to 
raise the temperature of equal weights of water through the same 
interval. The heating value of the gases examined rose or fell with 
the lighting value. Comparing coal with gas the author says, “a 
pennyworth of coal gives as much heat as a shilling’s worth of gas. 

M. M. P. M. 

Examination of some County Dublin Waters. By J. Fletcher 
(Chem. News, 41 , 62). 

Hardness.* 

/ * V 

Total Before After Oxygen 

solids. Chlorine, boiling, boiling used f 

Bathmines Township, unfiltered 42 0 1*28 12° 8° 0*12 

„ filtered.. 26*0 1*278 18 9 0 10 

Howorth Churchyard, Ho. 1 . . 32*0 3*124 20 16 0 22 

„ „ No. 2.. 51*0 6*993 22 17 013 

„ Forge Well 70*0 2*378 17 16 0*10 

„ Bam Well 72*0 3*017 17 16 0*10 

Malahide, Hotel 67*0 9*445 14 9 0*01 

„ Strand Pump 90 0 6 465 18 18 0*18 

„ Street Well 40*0 3*550 19 32 0*06 

Dalkey, Tobermue Well 50 0 2*52 25 14 0*0 

Lady Well 49*0 3*73 19 19 0 0 

M. M. P. M. 


Action of Water on Zinc and Lead. By X. Rocques (Bull. 
Soc . Chvm. [2], 33, 499 — 501). — Zinc tanks are often found to be 
corroded, and a muddy deposit settles in the tank. The action is 
partly chemical and partly physical. From numerous experiments 
the author infers— (1) That zinc, lead, and copper are attacked 
very slowly by ordinary water and saline solutions in general 
(chlorides, bicarbonates). (2.) If several metals are present, the 
action is much more rapid. (3.) Nitrogenous matters and ammonia 
increase the effect mainly by their action on the zinc. (4) The 
maximum effect occurs in presence of oxygen. This is particularly 
the case at the surface of the reservoir, where the metal is in contact 
with air and water by turns. 

The muddy deposits consist mainly of silicates and carbonates, 
with 5 per cent, of zinc oxide, and 2*01 of lead oxide in one case, and 
in another case, where the tank had been empty for some time, 
11*56 per cent, zinc oxide, and 5*85 of lead oxide. The water from the 
tank was not examined. For waters charged with salts, sheet-iron 
tanks should be used, or at least the purest zinc, and the presence of 
other metals or of ammonia should be avoided. 

Lead pipes gave analogous results. A white crystalline deposit 
from tanks connected with attacked lead pipes was mainly calcium 

* Reunite are stated in grains per gallon ; hardness in measures of soap solution. 

t The water was kept in contact with standard permanganate for three hours. 
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carbonate, with 0*027 per cent, of lead carbonate. In boilers fed by 
these tubes, the lead amounted to 0*98 per cent, with a trace of copper. 
Iron tubes should be substituted. J. T. 

Report on the Treatment of Sewage. By R. A. Smith (Ohem. 
News, 41, 50). — Analyses of effluent waters from sewage purified by 
various methods are given. The best purifying result is gained by 
irrigation when no overflowing is caused by excessively wet weather ; 
precipitation by alum, or alum and iron salts, comes next. In wet 
weather this process has the advantage of being nearly independent 
of dilution ; precipitation by lime is not so efficient as the other pro- 
cesses. M. M. P. M. 

Boric Acid as a Preservative. By H. Endemann (Chem. News, 
41, 152 — 153). — Fresh beef, packed with 1 per cent, of boric acid and 
a salt pickle of 50 per cent., remained sweet and wholesome for several 
months, even above 26°. Beef, previously salted, could not be pre- 
served by boric acid. Hence the salting had removed something 
which was necessary for the preservation of the meat. This preserva- 
tive action is found to be due to acid phosphates. 

Experiments, in which equivalent quantities of other inorganic acids 
were substituted for boric acid, gave exactly the same results, the best 
results being obtained by phosphoric acid and mixtures of phosphoric 
and hydrochloric acids. F. L. T. 

Ammonia from the Nitrogen of the Atmosphere and the 
Hydrogen of Water. By Rickman and Thompson {Clem. News , 
41, 155). — In all attempts to manufacture ammonia synthetically the 
process has hitherto been to combine the nitrogen and hydrogen at a 
low heat, and receive the ammonia in solution in water. 

Rickman and Thompson produce ammonium chloride directly. 
They use simply a closed brick furnace, having the ash-pit closed to 
regulate the supply of air, the steam being produced by the waste 
heat. The deoxidising material employed is the dust of steam-coil 
(Is. Ge?. a ton at the pits), mixed with 5 — 8 per cent, of common salt, 
no other fuel being used, except to start with. The common salt, 
being decomposed at a red heat in presence of nascent ammonia, form- 
ing ammonium chloride. 

At the present time, with the consumption of 20 to 28 lbs. of the 
mixture of coal-dust and salt per hour, from 2 to 3 lbs. of ammon’um 
chloride are formed. 

On p. 195 a writer (J. H.) suggests that most of the ammonia is 
derived from the coal itself. 3?. L. T. 

On Cement. By R. Dyckerhoff (Dinghpolyt. J 236, 472 — 480). 
— The author has made a series of useful experiments as to the profit- 
able application of Portland cement to the preparation of mortar and 
concrete. He investigated the degree of strength of the hydraulic 
properties of various mortars, and the firmness of the latter both when 
allowed to set in moist air, and when brought into water directly 

3 }i 2 
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after mixing. The following table shows the results arrived at with 
two cements : — 


1 

I 


S3 

s i 
! * § 
fi'g-g i 

S3 *a a 

p* 

t-H 

& 

1 

w 

4 • 
II 

5 £ 

QQ 

U 1 

I part cement, 3 parts sand. Firmness 
of cubes. Eilos. per 1 sq. om. 

1 

1 tub 

i -1 
! 1 

4 

& 

1 

Allowed to set in 
the air. 

Directly into water. 

o 1 

© 

5 

H 

s 

T 

i 

24 

1 hours. 

1 1 

1 4 

week, weeks. 

24 

hours. 

i 

1 1 4 

week, 'weeks. 

t 

i 

A J 


10*5 

12-6 

20 min. 


38-2 79 5 

0-75 j 

12 8 ] 30-1 

B . . ! 

1 


6 0 

17 8 

12 hrs. 

1 

1 8*4 

60-7 114-4 


17-8 82 1 


As to the practical value of the experiments, the author clearly indi- 
cates that it is not profitable to throw concrete direct into water, since 
the firmness of the mortar is influenced considerably in such a case. 
Similar experiments were made with poor cement mortar, with and 
without the addition of fat-lime, and also with mortar made up with 
trass and hydraulic lime. It was found that the firmness is increased 
considerably by adding fat-lime, both modes of “setting” being 
adopted, and that the cheaper kinds of cement and lime-mortar are 
preferable to trass or hydraulic mortar. As to the best modes of pre- 
paring concrete, economically a large amount of practical work appears 
to have been undertaken by the author, who concludes that — 

1. The firmness of concrete is influenced materially if, as is fre- 
quently the case, pure cement is worked up with too large a proportion 
cc flint, instead of replacing part of it by the corresponding quantity 
of sand. 

2. Concrete, made of cement mortar and flint in economically the 
best proportion, has the same firmness as cement mortar, per se , pro- 
viding that both are “beaten down.” 

3. A decrease in the addition of flint beyond the proportion of 
1 cement, 2 sand, and 5 flint, is not economical, since the firmness is 
raised but slightly, whereas the cost of preparing the concrete is 
increased considerably. 

4. As when flint contains 35 per cent, of hollow spaces, at least 
twice as mnch flint as sand may be used ; the following proportions 
hold good in practice with such a flint. One part cement requires 
twice as much flint as sand, so as to produce an economically prepared 
concrete with a given mortar. The firmness of the concrete will then 
be the same as that of the mortar used in its preparation. D. B. 

Diffusive Properties of some Preparations of Iron. By T. 
Redwood ( Pharm . *7*. Trans., 10, 709— 712).— The results of experi- 
ments made on the diffusive power of some salts of iron show that 
whilst the sulphates and chlorides undergo diffusion to a greater 
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extent and with greater rapidity than the so-called preparations used in 
pharmacy, nevertheless the latter, and especially those with citric acid, 
are not deficient in diffusive power. 

The experiments on dialysed iron tend to show that it cannot be 
considered as an active and efficacious medicine. L. T. O’S. 

Gases from Bessemer Converters. By A. Tam (Ohem. Oertir., 
1879, 712). — The author’s results are contained in the following: 
table 


Length of 
operation 
m minutes 

Time from 
beginning 
of operation 
at which 
gas was 
collected. 

Composition of gas in 100 parts by weight. 

0. 

C0 2 . 

CO. 

H. 

H. 

a) 

6 

1} — 2} 

o-o 

11*04 

23-70 

0*08 

66-18 

(2) 

6 

5 —53 

0*39 

6*44 

25*49 

0*09 

67-69 

(3) 

?3 

2 —3 

0 00 

9*93 

26*18 

0*07 

63*82 

(4> 

73 

33 — 43 

0*00 

7*67 

27*68 

0-09 

64*56 

(S) 

6 

8 —4 

0-00 

8*52 

26*55 

0*05 

64*88 

(6) 

6* 

53 — 6 

o-oo 

5*00 

26*50 

0*07 

68*43 

(7) 

5* 

23 — 3} 

0-14 

7*54 

28*51 

0*12 

63*69 

(8) 

5* 

43 — 63 

0*20 

5*59 

22 *88 

0*05 

71*28 


Of 100 parts of air blown in 

0 taken 
byXg. 

" 1 

1 

| 

0 given out 
by 

the slag. 

Percentage of 
carbon in 
product 
before addi- 
tion of Mn. 

There was 0 
in form of air 
and HaO. 

There was found in the 
escaping gases. 

- ! 

0. 

(1) 

23-96 

15*52 

25 *42 

_ 

1*47 

0*25 

(2) 

24*01 

14-41 

22 *32 

1*69 

— 

0*25 

(3) 

23-87 

16 *76 

26-70 

— 

2*83 

0*06 

(4) 

24*04 

16*60 

25*45 

— 

1*41 

0*06 

(5) 

23-67 

16*22 

25 *30 

. — 

1*63 

— 

(6) 

23 82 

14 *28 

21 *08 

2*74 


0-06 

$ 

24*85 

17*21 

26*43 

— 

■ 

0*06 

(8) 

23*62 

12*21 

i 

20*13 

3*49 

■HU 

0*06 


M. M. P. M. 


Some Remarks on Siemens-Martin Steel. By S. Kbrn (Chem. 
News , 41, 278). — The author desires to give a short description of the 
working process, and a full account of some charges. All the required 
materials (pig-iron, steel scrap, and ladle scrap, about 8 tons alto- 
gether), are charged at once, and no additional charges are made after 
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tlie metal has become molten, unless, on testing a sample, it is shown 
to be too hard. In such a case the metal is softened by adding 
puddled blooms (15 to 20 cwts.), or, what is quicker and cheaper, good 
magnetic iron ore (2 to 5 cwts.) in fine powder. 

Before the casting, if soft steel is wanted, ^ to 1 cwt. of ferroman- 
ganese is added, and for harder steel (0*5 to 0*65 per cent, of carbon) 
often 3 to 10 cwts. of spiegeleisen. 

The following charges give an idea of the mode of working : — 

Hard Steel. — Charge : steel scrap, 120 cwts. ; ladle scrap, 17 cwts. ; 
pig-iron (with 12 per cent, manganese), 17 cwts.; all charged at 
once. Charging commenced 4.30 a.m., finished at 6 a.m. Melted and 
one sample token out 8.15 a.m. ; 17 cwts. puddled iron blooms charged 
9am.; sample hammered well, cooled, bent double ; 15 cwts. pig- 
iron, containing 9 per cent, of manganese ; charged 10.20 a.m., casting 
took place at 11 a.m. Analysis of the steel : carbon, 0*67 ; manganese, 
0*40 per cent. 

Medium Steel . — Charge : steel scrap, 135 cwts. : ladle scrap, 23 
cwts. ; pig-iron (with 12 per cent, manganese), 10 cwts. Charging 
commenced 1 p.m., finished 2*45 p.m. ; melted, 0*5 cwt. ferromanga- 
nese added, and first test taken 7.40 p.m. The steel was hard. 2 5 
cwts. of magnetic iron ore added at 7*55 a.m. Test taken 8.30 p.m. ; 
sample bar bent nearly double, giving only a slight crack ; 0*5 cwt. 
of ferromanganese added ; casting, 9.15 p.m. Analysis of the steel : 
carbon, 0*35 ; manganese, 0*18 per cent. 

Soft Steel. — Charge : steel scrap, 118 cwts. ; ladle scrap, 26 cwts. ; 
pig-iron (with 12 per cent, manganese), 6*5 cwts. Charging com- 
menced 11 a.m., finished 12.30 p.m. Melted, and first test 6 p.m. ; 
2 cwts. ferromanganese added 6.30 p.m. ; test bar bent double after 
being hardened ; f cwt. ferromanganese added 7 p.m. ; casting, 7.15 
pun. Analysis of the steel : carbon, 0*16 ; manganese, 0*14 per cent. 
The steel was prepared for boiler plates. F. L. T 

Contributions to the Metallurgy and Docimacy of NickeL 
By E. Donath (JDingL polyt. 236, 326 — 336 and 480 — 486). — The 
author in the first portion of his paper gives a brief outline of the 
history of nickel since its discovery by Cronstedi in 1751, the parti- 
culars of which are well known to chemists. 

Schwedor has made a series of interesting investigations as to 
the chemical changes which take place in the roasting of sulphu- 
retted nickel ores. The action of carbon, carbonic oxide, and hydrogen 
on the sulphide of the metals connected with the nickel roasting pro- 
cess, has also been investigated, the following results being obtained. 
The sulphides of iron and copper are not acted on by carbon, carbonic 
oxide, and hydrogen; the sulphides of nickel and cobalt, however, 
lose a large portion of their sulphur when fused with carbon and 
ignited in a current of hydrogen ; carbonic oxide, on the contrary, is 
inactive. The sulphates of copper, nickel, and iron are reduced by 
ignition with carbon, carbonic oxide, or hydrogen. Schweder has pre- 
pared sulphide of nickel of the composition NiS by fusing nickel 
together with sulphnr. It is known that cupric sulphide is decom- 
pceed by iron, Cu s S + Fe = FeS + 2Cu; nickel does not, however, 
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decompose it, but nickel sulphide is decomposed by copper. Wagner's 
proposed method of preparing a useful alloy of nickel and copper 
from the refined ore by smelting with soda and saltpetre has also been 
investigated by Schweder, who found that the most satisfactory result 
was obtained when a mixture of NiS and 4Cu 2 S was used. 

Badoureau ( Annalen , 1877, 12, 237) in giving a description of the 
metallurgy of nickel, mentions that in Silesia ores and iron pyrites, 
with 1*20 — 1*49 per cent, nickel, are roasted, the product being sub- 
sequently smelted with lime, clay, slag, and coke. The stone is then 
broken up in small pieces, again roasted, and the roasted mass smelted 
with quartz. A product is thus obtained, which after separating the 
slag contains 28 — 32 per cent, nickel and cobalt, 48 — 52 per cent, iron 
and copper, and 20 per cent, sulphur, and is worked up in Silesia. The 
roasting processes, as carried out in a number of well known nickel 
localities, are described more minutely in the present paper by Badou- 
reau ; the principle, however, appears to be the same. 

According to a recent analysis, emerald-green, transparent, and 
strongly shining gamierite, freed from all gangue, consists of — 

SiO> A1 3 0 3 . FeO. MgO. CuO. NiO. H 3 O. 

44 0 1*68 0*43 3*45 1*07 38*61 10*34 

Gard 227, 109), Zungk (ibid*, 222, 94), and Boussingault 

(Corrupt rend ., 86, 5U9), have investigated the behaviour of fused 
nickel towards carbon and silicon, and show that after heating nickel 
for some time in a cementation furnace a product is obtained which is 
poor in carbon. Winkler describes the preparation of large castings 
of nickel and cobalt and of ductile niokel. He succeeded in obtaining 
the latter by removing carbon and silicon from nickel by means of 
fusion with oxide of nickel. The metal shows a tendency to become 
crystalline. Meiffrer prepares an alloy resembling silver, and capable 
of resisting the action of sulphuretted hydrogen by first fusing together 
a mixture of 65 parts iron, 4 parts tungsten, and granulating it ; and 
a corresponding mixture, 23 parts nickel, with 5 aluminium, and 
5 copper, adding a piece of sodium to avoid oxidation. The granu- 
lated metals are then melted together. 

Docimatical and Analytical Methods of Estimating Nickel* — Badoureau 
describes the methods generally used in Yarallo, Scopello, and Dobeina 
(Hungary). In Yarallo, 2 grams of the pulverised ore are dissolved 
in aqua regia, the copper is precipitated with sulphuretted hydrogen, 
and the filtrate evaporated to dryness ; the residue is dissolved in a 
few drops of hydrochloric acid and precipitated with chloride of lime. 
The whole is then dissolved in acetic acid, and the iron is thrown 
down by boiling the solution. The filtrate is treated with sulphuric 
acid, and the nickel and cobalt precipitated galvanically by means of 
a Bunsen battery. In order to test the ores quantitatively, 5 grains of 
the sample are fused with borax, soda, and metallic arsenic, and the 
regains is examined with the blowpipe in a borax bead. 

In Scopello, the following blowpipe method is found to give results 
within 0*5 per cent, of the truth. 0*1 gram of the pulverised ore is 
fused with an arseniferous flux consisting of a mixture of equal parts 
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arsenions acid, potassium cyanide, soda, fused borax, and charcoal. 
The test is said to occupy only a short time. The final regains ob- 
tained represents 61*7 per cent, of a mixture of nickel and cobalt. 

Schweder describes a modification of Plattner’s method of estima- 
ting nickel and cobalt in cases where the ores contain copper. He 
determines the latter by electrolysis, and treats a second portion of the 
sample according to Plattner’s method, deducting from the arsenic 
regains, arsenite of copper, as Cu 3 As, and determining the cobalt by 
scorification. 

Allen describes a method of estimating the Kew Caledonian ores 
and others free from snlphnr and arsenic. The ore is fused with 
potassium bisulphate and saltpetre, and the fused mass dissolved and 
the solution filtered. In the filtrate the iron, aluminium, and chro- 
mium are precipitated with ammonium acetate, the precipitate is redis- 
solved ana reprecipitated. Both filtrates and their washings are 
brought together, evaporated, and treated with sulphuretted hydrogen. 
Magnesium is left in the solution ; nickel and cobalt, however, are 
converted into insoluble sulphites, which are oxidised into the sul- 
phates and subjected either to fusion or electrolysis. 

The method proposed by Margaret Cheney and Ellen T. Richards 
depends on the complete solubility of nickel phosphate in acetic acid 
in presence of sodium phosphate, whereas ferric phosphate is insoluble 
in the same reagent. Dirvell proposes a new method of separating 
nickel and cobalt quantitatively, the results, however, are inaccurate. 

D. B. 

Lead Analyses. By E. Priwozxik (Dingl polyt. J n 236, 439 ; 
and Berg , u. huttm . Jahrb 1880, 41). — (1.) Refined soft lead, 
Prcibram ; and (2) lead from Kapnik, Hungary. 

S. Cu. Bi. Ag. Fe. Zn. Sb. Pb.(bydiff.) 

(1) — *00096 *00161 *0019 *00079 *001 *00277 99*99097 

(2) *0028 *136 *0052 *0023 *001 — 1*606 98*2467 

J. T. 

Analyses of Some Hair-dyes. By J. F. Braga (Chem. News, 41, 
278 — 279). — Hair-dyes are of two kinds, those to darken and those to 
lighten the hair. The latter, in all instances, were found to be hydro- 
gen peroxide, sold under various fancy names. The former wero 
preparations of lead, of which the thiosulphate is about the best. A 
successful imitation of one was made by the author as follows : — 


Plumbic acetate 5*7 grams 

Sodium thiosulphate 11*5 grams 

Glycerol 50*0 c.c. 

Spirits of wine „ 100*0 c.c. 

Distilled water * 850*0 c.c. 


The plumbic acetate was poured into a mixture of the other con- 
stituents ; it should be kept in the dark. 

Another was : — 

Plumbic oxide 17*0 grams'! 

Glycerol 300*0 grams >To 1 litre. 

Precipitated sulphur. . . . 17*0 grams J 
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A third was : — 

Plumbic acetate 12*5 grams'] 

Glycerol 125*0 grams >To 1 litre. 

Precipitated sulphur 10*0 grams J 

The last mentioned was a very dilute solution of lead in potassium 
hydrate. P. L. T. 

Influence of Supervision on the Molecular Arrangement of 
Cupelled Gold. By A. D. v. Riemsdijk (Chem. News, 41, 266 — 267). 
The author refers to his research on “flashing” (Chem. News, 41, 
126), and then remarks that a button of cupelled gold which has 
flashed (i.e., has been in a state of superfusion) is malleable under the 
hammer, but a button of cupelled gold which has been prevented from 
flashing (e.g., by being placed in contact with a piece of solid gold 
whilst still molten), is brittle under the hammer. The cause of this 
non-malleability is attributed to a trace of lead or bismuth not re- 
moved by cupellation. This last trace of lead or bismuth may be 
removed by remelting in a new cupel, and treating with a small 
quantity of crystallised cupric chloride. When the reaction is finished, 
the gold, although it solidifies without flashing, is soft and malleable. 
The platinum metals prevent flashing and the consequent malleability 
of the gold, but not to the same extent as lead or bismuth. 

F. L. T. 

Alcohol Tables. By S. CohnUI (Chem. News, 41, 57, and A. H. 
AltiLk’N, ibid., 70). — To convert “overproof” and “underproof” into 
alcohol per cent. : — Percentage of alcohol by weight = W ; density 
= D ; percentage of alcohol by volume = V ; percentage of proof 
spirit as P. 

(1) Y = P x 0*5706 (3) P = Y x 1-7525 

(2) v = oS (4) p = W3D x 2 ' 208 - 

M. M. P. M. 

Speyer Beer. By Halenke (Bied. Centr n 1880, 300 — 301). — Mean 
results of analysis gave — 


Summer Beer . 


Specific 

gravity. 

Alcohol. 

1 

Extract 
p. c. 

■ 

Water 

p. 0. 

Original 
concentra- 
tion of the 
wort. 
p.c. 

Degree of 
fermenta- 
tion. 

Weight 
p. c. 

Volume 
p. c. 

1 018 

4*4 

5*5 

7-30 

0*25 

88-74 

Eh 

55*2 

Winter Beer . 

1-018 

8 9 j 4‘9 j 8*92 

0-25 

89-18 ! 

| 14-87 

62-0 


a. j. a 
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Carbonic Anhydride in Beer. By T. Langeb and W. Sohultze 
(Bled. Gentr 1880, 299 — 300). — The brown coloration of the potash 
solution which occurs in the estimation of carbonic anhydride m beer 
by Schwackhofer’s method can be avoided by passing the gas first 
through concentrated sulphuric acid. All the carbonic anhydride is 
not expelled from the beer by five minutes’ boiling, but it is necessary 
to continue the boiling, finally aspirating volumes of air 

through the apparatus until the potash-tube ceases to increase in 
weight. Without these modifications Sclrwackhofer s method gives 
results which are too high by 100 : 107*4. 

The amount of carbonic anhydride in beer is diminished by about 
0*01 per cent, of the weight of the beer, if between tbe limits of 0° 
and 5° tbe temperature of the beer during the after-fermentation 
sinks or rises 1°. For example, 

100 per cent. CO« at 0*4° = 96*4 per cent at 1*6° 


937 

9 ) 

2-8 

89-5 


4-0 

85-8 


4-7 


Consequently beer contains about one-seventh less carbonic anhydride 
at a temperature of 4*7°, thau it does at 0*4°. About 0*046 per cent, 
of carbonic anhydride escapes through the bung-holes of the vats of 
stored beer, and this quantity, apparently insignificant, is really of 
importance if it be considered that in a tightly- closed vat of 36 hi. 
the beer would be forced to dissolve about 9 hi. more of carbonic 
anhydride. A. J. C. 

Tartar and Tartaric Acid in Must and Wine. By E. Mach 
and others ( Bied . Gentr., 1880, 207 — 211). — The different amounts of 
tartar and free tartaric acid found in various samples of must led the 
authors to experiment on the solubility of tartar in different fluids, the 
results of which are detailed. 

The quantity of tartar depends partly on the amount of alcohol in 
the wine, the more alcohol the less tartar. A large amount of free 
tartaric acid, sugar, or glycerol also diminishes in a small degree the 
quantity of tartar. The influence of malic acid is considerable, but 
in a contrary direction ; and a wine containing much malic acid will 
also contain larger quantities of tartar. The influence of temperature 
ranks in importance next to that of the percentage of alcohol ; there 
are complicated considerations involved, but a high temperature assists 
the solution of tartar. 

The authors recommend a low temperature during the pressure of 
the grape, and give directions respecting the temperature of the 
cellars, they asserting that in bottled wine the amount of crust will 
vaty according as it has been bottled in summer or winter. The 
authors extended their enquiries to free tartaric acid in must wine, 
and say that the presence of this acid is a proof that the wine has 
been made from grapes more or less unripe ; that its disappearance 
shows the wine to be ripe and matured, and assigns the acid taste of 
wine which has really been made from ripe grapes to the milder 
tannic, malic, succinic, aud acetic acids, and their experiments show 
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that fine wines do not contain more than 0*2 to 0*3 per cent, of free 
tartaric acid. 

The absence of tartar and presence of free tartaric acid is an evidence 
of a plaistered wine. J. F. 

Free Tartaric Acid in Wine. By J. Kessler and H. Wachter 
( Biefi . Gentr ., 1880, 301 — 302). — The presence of free tartaric acid in 
wine does not necessarily show an improper admixture of tartaric acid 
to the wine. According to Mach and Botondi the amount of free 
tartaric acid in the grape increases in proportion to the degree of 
unripeness, so that its absence from wine can only occur under certain 
conditions of ripeness of the grapes employed. Although unripe grapes 
are frequently used in considerable quantity in wine making, yet if the 
ripe grapes are in excess the potash salts in them are more than suffi- 
cient to separate the free tartaric acid in the form of tartar, and this 
explains the fact that wine so made generally contains no free tartaric 
acid. A wine may be suspected of having been sophisticated if with 
a small amount of free acid an undue proportion of it is tartaric. 

A. J. C. 

Tannin in Wine. By I. Macagno (Bied. Centr ., 1880, 212— 
214). — The author undertook these experiments to settle the question 
as to the influence of tannin on the keeping qualities of wine. In the 
first series on the influence of age on the contents in tannin was 
examined, the specimens examined being wines of the same class : — 



Alcohol, 

G-lycerol 

Tannin 


toI. per cent. 

per liter. 

per liter. 

Wine of 1870. . 

. . 12-0 

6*10 grams 

0*84 gram. 

„ 1871. . 

. . 11-8 

5*80 „ 

0-89 „ 

„ 1872.. 

.. 12-0 

5-81 „ 

0-85 „ 

„ 1873. . 

.. 12-1 

5-32 „ 

1-02 „ 

„ 1874. . 

. . 11-9 

4-88 ., 

1-14 „ 


From these figures it is evident that with increase of age the tannin 
decreases while the glycerol increases. He finds also that the mellow- 
ness of old wine is due rather to the amount of glyceTol than the defi- 
ciency in tannin, and that the amount of alcohol in the wine is of more 
importance in view of keeping qnaiities than is the tannin. 

Further experiments were made with samples carefully bottled, the 
bottles well filled and closely corked, and kept for a year : — 



Alcohol, 

Tannin, 


toL per cent. 

gram liter. 

A.. 

.. 62 

2-03 : 

B.. 

. . 11-5 

1-83 

C.. 

.. 5-9 

1-83 : 

r.. 

. . 12-4 

0-92 • 

E.. 

.. 6*2 

0-92 i 

J .. 

. . 12-4 

0-38 

G.. 

.. 63 

0-38 

H.. 

. . 13-9 

• 0-43 


Besulta. 
mouldy, corrupt, 
well preserved, 
mouldy, 
well preserved. 

tolerably well-preserved sediment, 
turbid, corrupt ; no mould, 
completely decomposed bacteria, 
perfectly clear and good. 
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D and IP with the same amount of alcohol, but different quantities 
of tannin, seem to point to the latter as the preserving agent, bat H, 
with more alcohol and little tannin, was well kept ; it is probable that 
it depends on the relative proportions of alcohol and tannin. 

J. F. 

Digestive Ferment produced during Panification. By 
Scheueer-Kestneb (Oomph rend , 90, 369 — 371). — The paper relates 
to comestibles, made by combining meat with farinaceous products. 
A mixture is made of 57 parts of flour, 5 parts of baker’s yeast, and 
30 parts of fresh beef, very finely minced. To this as much water is 
added as will form a paste of convenient consistence, which is then 
exposed for two or three hours to a moderate temperature. The 
meat dissolves completely in the paste and disappears. The paste is 
then baked like bread, and tbe product may be preserved for years 
without change. It may be eaten, or used for tbe preparation of 
soups, &c, R. R. 

Malt Extract and Maltose in Beer Mash. By W. Schulze 
(Bied. Cento 1880, 205 — 207). — The author examines the best con- 
ditions for tbe production of those substances. The most favourable 
temperature for promoting the saccharine fermentation is 60° C., and 
recent investigations have shown that the production of these bodies 
diminishes with increase of temperature; for example, 100 parts of 
extract mashed at — 

62° yield maltose 78*64 per cent. 


65 

n 

70-28 

T9 

70 

j? 

62-72 

99 

75 

79 

59 93 

J» 


With reference to the proper amount of mash water the author 
differs from the conclusions of both Otto and Mulder in believing that 
the yield of maltose is not injuriously affected by increased propor- 
tions of water; he has obtained the same results with amount of water 
from 4 np to 8 of water to 1 of malt. 

His next experiments were on the length of time to be given to the 
mashing, and he finds that a slow working from the commencement to 
the sugar temperature yields more extract aud more maltose than rapid 
working. 

The circumstances which exert an influence on the extract and 
maltose should regulate the conduct of the mash, and whether an 
infusion or decoction should be employed. The decision of this ques- 
tion has led to a great variety of experiments, the results of which 
may be summed up that both methods possess advantages and dis- 
advantages peculiar to themselves, which the brewer must choose 
between, according to his requirements. J. F. 

Moisture in Malting Barley. By W. Schulze (Bied. Cento., 
1880, 204).-— These moisture determinations were made of the raw 
barley and kiln-dried malt in the grain, the steeped and green malt in 
a broken state; the grain being cat lengthwise once and crosswise 
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four times with a fine scissors, dried in watch glasses in an air-bath at 
100° to 105°, and afterwards in a desiccator. 

The following is the mean of six experiments : — 


Raw barley, percentage moisture 14*9 

Steeped malt 40*3 

Green malt 39*9 

Malt after eight hours on the upper floor of a double 

kiln 6-5 

After another eight hours on the lower floor, with the 

plumula 1*7 

Ditto, ditto, without 1*6 

J. F. 


Adulteration of Malt Combings. By W. Richter (Bied. Centr., 
1880, 283 — 234). — Inconsequence of the death of 18 cows, after being 
fed on malt combings, the author made an examination of the contents 
of their stomachs and fonnd them and the combings to contain large 
quantities of earthy matter, chiefly loamy sand, and also injurious 
quantities of vegetable and mineral matter, the nature of which was 
not ascertained. J. F. 

Improvements in Treatment of Yeast (Bied. Centr 1880, 
224). — This paper is an account of the process of Hassal and Hehner, 
patented in England. The vessel containing the yeast is gradually 
filled with water at the lowest possible temperature, in the propor- 
tion of three volumes of water to one of yeast; after brisk agitation 
the mixture is left at rest 24 hours, the water is then drawn off, fresh 
water put in, again agitated, milk of lime added gradually, and soda or 
other alkaline solution until the reaction is only slightly acid ; 50 kiloB. 
of the yeast are then mixed with 42 grams of salicylic acid, the yeast 
is allowed to settle, and the supernatant fluid is not removed until the 
yeast is required for use ; a mixture is then made of either malt- flour 
or wheat-flour with an equal quantity of sugar ; this mixture is inti- 
mately blended with the yeast in the proportion of 5 to 100 of the 
latter; the yeast quickly seizes upon the sugary and sfcarey mass and 
becomes very active with abundant evolution of carbonic anhydride. 

J. F. 

Rye as a Material for pressed Yeast. By M. Delbruck {Bied. 
Centr . , 1880, 222 — 223). — Rye varies considerably in its chemical com- 
position, especially as regards the ingredients most valuable to the 
maker of dried yeast — the protein matters. The writer recommends 
analyses by competent chemists of the grain produced in different 
districts, which operations he shows can be completed in a short time 
and the results communicated with speed to the buyer. In four 
samples analysed by him he finds the proportions of starch and 
protein were — 


Protein 7*3 7*7 12*0 8*5 

Starch 61*1 62*1 59*0 61*6 


He formulates the rule that the less suitable the grab is for flour 



778 


ABSTRACTS OF CHEMICAL PAPERS. 


production the more valuable it becomes as a material for yeast manu- 
facture. J F. 

Investigation of Lubricating Oils. By F. Fischer (Dinql. 
polyt . J., 236, 487 — 406). — The following oils have hitherto been used 
most frequently for lubricating purposes : Olive oil ; rape oil frequently 
mixed with rock oil ; vegetable and animal fats, to which graphite is 
sometimes added ; rosin oil and paraffins. The consumption of rock 
oil as a lubricant seems to be increasing daily. The American mineral 
oils are very largely used, and are brought into commerce under the 
name of vulcan oil, topaz oil, star oil, &c. Breymann and Hubener 
in Hamburg offer for sale “ valvoline,” and in the south of Germany 
oils known as emerald oil and opal oil, are mostly used. 

A lubricant may be investigated in order to determine either the 
addition of an inferior oil or the value of the oil for lubricating pur- 
poses. To determine the presence of rosemary oil and oil of turpentine 
in fatty oils, it is recommended by Burstyn (ibid , 214. 300) to shake 
up the oil with alcohol ; decant the latter, distil it and add water to 
the distillate, a tnrbidity if forfhed indicating the presence of the 
ethereal oil. Mineral oils may be determined in fatty oils by saponifi- 
cation with soda and extraction with ether, the latter on evaporation 
leaving the mineral oil in the residue. In order to determine the addi- 
tion of fat in a mineral oil, it is heated with the requisite quantity of 
soda, and alcohol is added until saponification is completed ; the alcohol 
is then expelled by evaporation ; and the residue is taken up with water, 
% hen filtered, and acidified slightly with dilute hydrochloric acid. The 
fatty acids are separated, and the liquid gives on evaporation the cha- 
racteristic reactions for glycerol. To distinguish drying oils from non- 
drying ones, Poutet treats the oil with mercury dissolved in cold nitric 
acid ; Boudet, Wimmer and Kopp with nitric acid containing nitrous 
acid. Non-drying oils solidify by the conversion of the olein into an 
elaidin, whereas the drying oils remain unaltered. 

In order to determine the addition of other oils besides those above 
mentioned, it has been proposed to investigate the oil as to its density. 
Yarions methods of determining the density of an oil are described in 
the original, the particulars of which are known to chemists. This 
applies also to the determinations of the melting point of solid fats 
recommended by some chemists as forming a criterion whereby the 
quality of solid tats may be judged. As to the crystallising or solidi- 
fying point of a solid oil, it is mentioned that the determination of this 
is useful only in special cases, and not for the detection of foreign 
additions. The most important point is that of ascertaining lie 
amount of free acid present in lubricating oils, and of determining the 
property of the oil as regards the reduction of friction. Apparatus 
for the direct determination of the latter point are described by the 
author, and in conclusion the following table is given, illustrating the 
results of some investigations made by the author on a number of 
oils: — 
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It is a remarkable coincidence that one liter of the water associated 
with the oil as it comes from the well at Oedesse contains : 3*011 
NaCl, 0*460 CaCOg, 0*289 MgCOg (present as bicarbonates), traces of 
H 3 SO 4 , SiO„ and organic matter. The presence of sodium chloride in 
the water points to large supplies of oil. D. B, 

Composition of Skim-milk and Cream from Be Laval’s 
Cream Separator. By A. Yoelckeb (Jour. Boy. Agri. Soc., 1880, 
160). — The skim-milk obtained in three trials with the centrifugal 
cream-separator contained only 0*22, 0*46, and 0*31 per cent, of fat. 
Skim-milk obtained by the usual plan of setting in shallow pans, 
generally contains at least 0*75 per cent, of fat. The cream from the 
centrifugal separator had the following composition : — 

looter. Albuminoids. Fat. Sugar. Ash. 

66*12 2*69 27*69 3*03 0 47 

r 

Cream obtained by ordinary skimming seldom contains 25 per cent, 
of f*t. R. W. 


Celluloid. (Ckem. Centr ., 1880, 334 — 336; and Techmker, 1879, 
74j. — Pyroxylin obtained by treating cellnlose with a concentrated 
nSixture of 5 parts sulphuric and 2 parts nitric agid, is well washed, 
sjried, and incorporated with about 50 per cent, of camphor, and heated 
about 150° G., under hydraulic pressure. A hard elastic mass is 
^mroduced, in which the greater part of the camphor added seems to 
Move become combined. * J. T. 


Researches on the Decomposition of Certain Explosives. 
By Sabrmj and Yieille (Compt. rend., 90, 1112 — 1113). — The authors 
have previously investigated the nature of the decomposition of gun- 
cotton and nitroglycerin in closed vessels under high pressures (this 
Journal, 36, 991). Under ordinary pressures, when they do not 
detonate, but the substance is simply inflamed by a fuse, the products 
of the decomposition are very different. The following table gives 
the composition of the gas produced by the combustion of 1 kilo, of 
different explosives : — 

Total, 

KO. CO. CO a H. IT. Cff 4 liter*, 

HiM-ootton 139 237 104 45 33 7 565 

GhraH^tton, with 50 per 

mdL potassium nitrate . 71 58 57 3 7 0 196 

fihm-cotton, with 60 per 4 

cent, ammonium nitrate 122 65 103 12 112 - 0 414 

Hiiroglyserin 218 162 58 7 6 1 452 


$a etery case, nitric oxide and carbonic oxide are produced in con- 
siderable quantities. It is therefore necessary, in mining operations, 
to take special care to ensure detonation, 0. H. B. 
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Chemical Constitution of Organic Compounds in Relation 
to their Refractive Power and Density. Part II. By J. W. 
Be url (AmudeK, 203, 1 — 63). — The accompanying table con tains 
those results of the anthor’s investigation on specific refraction which 
have not already appeared (Ann., 200, 139, and this volnme, 295). 
Under A axe found the coefficients of refraction for a ray of infinite 
wave-length, calculated by Cauchy’s formula. B shows the coefficient 

of dispersion, and — — — — the specific refraction. The determina- 


tions were made at 20°, the specific gravities were also taken at this 
temperature, and compared with water at 4°. The weighings were 
reduced to vacuo. 



Ethylene chloride 1-2521 1-41348 0-44888 0-3446 34-12 

Ethylidene chloride 1-1743 1-40458 0-41837 0-3445 34-10 

Acetic chloride 1-1051 1-87752 0-42440 0 3146 26 -82 

Chloral 1-5121 1-44141 0-49888 0-2919 43-06 

Propyl alcohol 0-8044 1-37542 0 34680 0-4667 28-00 

Isopropyl alcohol 0-7887 1-36789 0 33624 0-4 ’65 27-99 

Methaldehyde 0 8604 1-34482 0-30239 0-4008 30-46 

Propyl bromide 1-8520 1-41985 0 49280 0 3105 38-20 

Isopropyl bromide 1-8097 1-41080 0*49581 0-3187 38-58 

Propionic chloride 1-0646 1-39271 0-42809 0-8689 84-12 

Propyl iodide 1-7427 1-48228 0 79954 0-2767 47-05 

iBopropyl iodide. 17033 1-47570 0-84042 0-2793 47*48 

Butyl alcohol (normal) . . . . 0-8099 1-38887 0-35569 0*4790 35-45 

Trimethyloarbinol 07864 1-37759 0-35065 0-4802 86-53 

Bufaddehyde 0-8170 1-37868 0 36843 0*4574 32-93 

laobutaldehyde 07938 1-36268 0-36071 0-4668 32-89 

Butyric acid. 0-9587 1-38713 0-37312 0-4038 35*54 

Isobutyric add. 0-9490 1-88259 0 85971 0-4031 85-48 

Butyric chloride 1-0277 1-39978 0 42843 0-3890 41-48 

Isobutyric chloride 1-0174 1-39558 0-42843 0-3888 41*41 

Butyl chloral 13956 1*46111 0 49514 0*8804 67*99 

Butyl iodide 1-6166 1-47857 076198 0'2960 54-47 

Isobutyl iodide 1-6056 1-47477 0-78953 0-2957 54*41 

Ethyl monochloracetate .. 1'1585 1-41145 0-39290 0-3552 43-51 

Ethyl diohloraoetate 1-2821 1-42621 0-42877 0-3324 62-19 

Ethyl trichloracetate 1-3826 1-43784 0*46062 0*3163 60*57 

Amyl alcohol 0-8104 1-89655 0 87010 0-4893 48-06 

Ethyl carbonate 0*9762 1-37569 0-3805$ 0-8848 45-41 

Valerio chloride 0*9887 1-40322 0-42944 0-4078 49-14 

Ethyl a-ohloropropionate. . 1*0869 1*40704 0-39265 0*3745 51*12 

Ethyl dichloropropionate . . 1*2461 1*43542 0-43614 0*3491 5975 

Acetal 0-8314 1*37217 0-33758 0-4476 52-82 

Paraldehyde 0*9943 1-39528 0 33456 0-3976 52-48 

Ethyl aoetoaoetate. 1-0256 1-40725 0-42010 0-8971 < 61-62 

VOL xxxvm. 8 i 
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Kame. 

Sp.gr. 

A. 

B. 

A— 1 

~r- 

Molecular 

refractioa. 


1-0793 

1 *39920 

0*38988 

0*3699 

54*00 

Ethyl chlorobutyrate 

1-0517 

0-8496 

1 *41296 

1 *41426 

0*40329 

0*39390 

0 8927 
0-4877 

59 10 
55-59 


0*8193 

1*41325 

0*39088 

0 *5044 

65*57 


0*8185 

1 -40474 

0*39524 

0*4945 

63*29 


1*1369 

1 *43286 

0 *43816 

0*3807 

105*09 


1*1023 

1*43498 

0-46767 

0*3946 

119 *97 


0-7958 

1 *32143 

0 *27821 

0*4012 

12*93 


0*8000 

1*35322 

0*31532 

0*4415 

20*31 


1* 

1*32392 

0-30997 

0*3239 

5*83 

TJVvrmw* 

1*2188 

1*36062 

0-87250 

0*2959 

13*61 


1*0495 

1 *36184 

0*34588 

0*3448 

20*69 


0*9946 

1 -37648 

0*35210 

0*3785 

28 *01 


0*9298 

1*39344 

0 37751 

0*4231 

48*16 


0 *9237 

1 *40264 

0*38754 

0*4359 

50*56 


0*9160 

1 *41005 

0*39557 

0*4477 

0*3889 

58 19 


0*9039 

1 *35156 

0*32702 

28 78 


0*9064 

1*35038 

0 *32836 

0 *3866 

28 61 

Etbvl ftcetftte 

0*9007 

1 *36293 

0*33405 

0*4029 

35 46 

Methyl butyrate 

0*8 62 

1 *37879 

0*35077 

0 *4227 

43 11 

Methyl valerate 

0*8795 

1 -38420 

0-36715 

0*4368 

50*67 

Ethyl butyrate- - -- -- -- -- - 

0*8892 

1 *38580 

0 *35310 

0 *4339 

50*33 

Amyl formate. 

0*8802 

1 *38741 

0 *36682 

0*4401 

51*06 

Ethyl valerate ........... 

0*8661 

1 *38659 

0 -36214 

0 *4464 

58 *03 

Amyl acetate ............ 

0*8561 

1 *39312 

0-36882 

0*4592 

59 70 

A imrl TRlpTufp 

0*8568 

1*40089 

0 *38320 

0 '4679 

80 48 
18*18 

Aldehyde 

0*7799 

1 *32229 

0*32161 

0 *4132 

Y&leral 

0*7984 

1*37749 

0 *37283 

0 *4728 

40 *66 

Acetone , T 

0*7920 

1*34888 

0 *35612 

0*4405 

25*55 

TCtThvl ether * * - ........ 

0*7157 

1 *34368 

0 *32067 

0 *4802 

35*53 

35 82 
23*32 

51 *79 

33 *70 
31*18 

45 71 
51*65 
54*53 
64*59 

61 *30 
68*82 

Acetic anhydride ........ 

1 *0816 

1 *37982 

0 -36614 

0*3512 

0-ljflol 

1 *1072 

1 *41651 

0 -37852 

0 *3762 

Ethylene diacetate. 

1 *1561 

1 *41010 

0*39725 

0*3547 

ftlywrol 

1*2590 

1 *46118 

0*40728 

0 *3663 

Lactic ecid .............. 

1*2403 

1*42968 

0*40794 

0*3464 

Phenol. 

1*0702 

1 *52035 

1 *03925 

0*4862 

Benzaldehyde. ........... 

1*0455 

1*50940 

1 *28201 

0*4872 

0*4170 

0*4249 

0*4508 

0*4588 

SalicylaldeWde 

1*1671 

i 1 *52167 

1 *85280 

Methvlsahe’t lie acid 

1 *1801 

1 *50148 

1*23687 

0 *94663 

Methyl benzoate 

1 *0862 

1*48961 

Ethyl benzoate .......... 

1*0473 

1*48051 

0*88444 



The following conclusions have been deduced from these observa- 
tions : — 

1. The atomic refraction of oxygen is variable : in those compounds 
in which the oxygen is attached to a carbon-atom by double linking, 
the value is 3'29, but in hydroxyl and in all cases where the oxygen 
is united to two other atoms, the atomic refraction is 2*71. 

2. The atomic refraction of chlorine, bromine, and iodine, is in- 
variable. 

8, The influence of double linking of carbon with oxygen atoms is 
totally different from that between carbon-atoms alone. In the latter 
CSS© the refractive and dispersive power is greatly increased, whilst 
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the double li n kin g of carbon with oxygen exerts only a slight influence 
in this respect. W. C. W. 

Atmospheric Electricity. By Mascart {Compt. rend., 91, 158— 
161). — The author’s observations were made by means of a Thomp- 
son’s quadrant electrometer, the needle of -which was arranged to 
mechanically record its position. The pairs of quadrants were con- 
nected with the poles of a battery, the intermediate part of which 
communicated with the ground, while the needle was joined to a care- 
fully insulated vessel, from which issued a stream of water. The 
results show that the potential of the atmosphere, always positive, is 
much higher and more uniform in the night than in the day. The 
minimum occurs at 3 p.m., and the maximum about 9 p.m., remaining 
nearly constant until 3 a.m. R. R. 


Alternating Currents, and the Electromotive Force of the 
Electric Arc. By J. Joubert (Compt. rend. y 91, 161— 164).— The 
intensity of the alternating currents generated by a Siemens or a 
Gramme machine, are represented by a curve which is almost exactly 
a sinusoid , except that the maximum is slightly displaced in the direc- 
tion of the motion. The whole curve shows, however, a retardation 
of one-eighth of a period, and this the author attributes to the inductive 
action of the current on itself. 

The difference of the potential between tbe two carbons of the arc 
rises in an inappreciable time from zero to 40 or 45 volts, and its fall 
is rapid, but traceable. Not only does the difference of potential 
remain constant during the whole period of a current of given mean 
intensity, but even when the mean intensity of the current varies 
within wide limits. The author attributes to the carbons an in- 
dependent electromotive force analogous to- the polarisation of elec- 
trodes, but offers no explanation on this point at present. 

R. R* 


A New Air Thermometer. By A. Witz {Compt. rend., 93, 164). 
The author proposes to employ Leslie’s differential air thermometer 
for the determination of temperatures absolutely, by keeping one of 
the bulbs at a fixed temperature. This is accomplished by enclosing 
in it a coiled platinum wire, through which the current of a constant 
battery circulates until the circuit is broken by the movement of a 
column of mercury dependent upon the expansion of alcohol deter- 
mined by the temperature of the air-bulb. The oscillations of tem- 
perature do not exceed 0*1°, and with only a little attention io keep 
in action two small Poggendorff cells, the author has kept the 
bulb at a uniform temperature for an indefinite number of dajB. By 
suppressing the thermoscopic bulb, the apparatus becomes a barometer, 
and may be employed for automatically registering the atmospheric 
pressure. The autnor proposes to call this instrument a iherniobaro* 


Specific Heat and Expansion of the Solid Elements. By 
H. F. WrEBE ( Ber ., 13, 1258—1268). — In certain groups of elements, 
a simple relation exists (according to the author) between the pro- 

3 t 2 



784 


ABSTRACTS OP CHEMICAL PAPERS. 


ducts of the specific heat of the elements by their melting points cal- 
culated from the absolute zero. 

These numbers are, for Group I : Li 8*54, Na 2*55, K 1*56, Ou 9T4, 
Ag 5*14, An 8*14. II : Zn 2*33, Od 1*33. ITT : Br 1*23, 1 1*21, &c. 

When a represents the cubical expansion of a solid element, a its 
atomic weight, e its specific heat, and m = its melting point calcu- 
lated from the absolute zero, then [ & gives the constant 2*6 with a 

c.m 

possible error of ± 0*04. The expansion of an element can be calcu- 
lated approximately by means of the formula a = tt-— ^ . Only 

rr J J 2*6a.c.w 

those elements which crystallise in the regular system follow this 
rule. W. 0. W. 


Expansion and Molecular Volumes of Liquid Organic Com- 
pounds. By H. F. Wiebe (Ber , 13, 1263 — 1265). — For the acids 
and ethereal salts of the acetic acid series, the product of the molecular 
weight of any of these bodies, by the mean coefficient of expansion, 
multiplied by the absolute boiling point, and divided by the density at 
0°, is equal to a constant (which varies from 3*1 to 3*8) multiplied by 

A.0& 

the number of atoms in the compound, — ■ T = n constant, e.g., for 


formic acid,-^p~T 
a 


15*57 *= 5 x 3*1. 


The density of a liqnid at its boiling point B s can be calculated by 

J-T- _ £ * A 


means of the formula = 


2(»+l). 3*542' 


W. C. W. 


Refrigerating Mixtures with two Crystallised Salts. By A. 
Ditte (Cornet rend 90, 1282 — 1285). — The author has already 
shown that the reduction of temperature which accompanies the nrriTmg 
of certain crystallised salts with concentrated acids, is to he attributed 
to the liquefaction of the water which separates from the hydrated 
salt. Such being the case, it ought to be possible to prepare refri- 
gerating mixtures by means of two solid substances, one of which is a 
strongly hydrated salt ; it would be necessary to effect a double de- 
composition of such a nature that the heat produced was very small as 
compared with the number of heat units absorbed in the liquefaction 
of the wate£ of crystallisation. 

Ammonium nitrate and Sodium sulphate . — Without reckoning the 10 
molecules of water of the sulphate which take no part in the decom- 
position, the heat-units before reaction will he 80*7 + (163*2 + 2*3) 
= 246*2, and after reaction 157*2 + 88*9 = 246*1 : the double decom- 
position will therefore be effected without sensible variation of beat, 
but as the 10 molecules of water set free will require for liquefaction a 
large number of units, it is certain that the reaction will he accom- 
panied by a very considerable reduction of temperature. A direct 
experiment showed that the temperature was lowered about 20°; the 
solution of the new products in the water formed will also tend to re- 
duce the temperature. 
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In like manner, a mixture of ammonium nitrate and crystallised 
sodium phosphate, reacting on the same principles, effects a reduction 
of about 18°, and ammonium nitrate or chloride with sodium carbo- 
nate about 25°. Ammonium nitrate and dry potassium carbonate 
also acts as a refrigerating mixture, but the cold produced in this 
instance is due to the dissociation of the ammonium carbonate (Ber- 
thelot). J. W. 

Heat of Combustion of Sulphur. By J. Thomsbn (Per., 13, 
959 — 961). — Favre and Silbermann found the heat of combustion for 
one atom of sulphur, burning to form sulphurous anhydride, to be 
71040 c. (Ann, Ghim. Phys. [3], 34, 448). Berthelot (Oomph rend , 
84, 674), however, finds it to he 69140 e., explaining the difference of 
this result from that of Favre and Silbermann, by supposing that in the 
former case a larger amount of sulphuric anhydride was formed than 
in the latter. The author has determined this quantity, estimating 
the amounts of sulphurous and sulphuric anhydrides formed, ana 
after deducting the heat necessary to oxidise the sulphurous anhydride 
to sulphuric anhydride, finds that the heat of combustion of rhombic 
sulphur when burning to form sulphurous anhydride, is 71080 c., and 
of monoclinic sulphur 71720 c. ; a result agreeing with that of Favre 
and Silbermann. P. P. B. 

Thermochemical Investigation of the Theory of the Carbon 
Compounds. By J. Thomsen (Ber., 13, 1321— 1334).— The author 
has determined the heat of combustion and of formation of the oxides 
of carbon and of several hydrocarbons. 

Heal; of formation. 




Under constant 

For constant 

volume. 


Hoat of 

pressure. 




combustion. 


Experiment. 

Calculated. 

CHi 

213530 

20150 

19570 

19380 

0,11, 

373380 

26570 

24510 

24190 

0,Hs 

533500 

30820 

29950 

29000 

OA 

334808 

- 4160 

- 4740 

- 4950 

OjH. 

495200 

+ 760 

- 400 

- 140 

OJHj 

810570 

-48290 

-48290 

-48660 

O + O .... 

— 

+28590 

+28880 

+28980 

CO + O.... 

— 

+ 68370 

+68080 

— 

O + O,.... 

— 

+96960 

+96960 

96860 


The results in column five are calculated by means of the formula 
(CaHm) = — nd + my + St?, where = the sum of the values of 
the bonds uniting the carbon-atoms together. 
d = the heat of dissociation of an atom of carbon = 38900 -f as, 

and q = r + 

4 

r = 14570°. v‘ = r + % : v* ~ r + x : = 0 + ?-<&: 

2 A 

= — 2r + 2$, and CO = 67880. 


w. c. w 
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Heat of Combustion of the Principal Gaseous Hydrocarbons. 
By Berthelot ( Oompt. rend., 90, 1240 — 1246). — In order to measure 
the heat of combustion, the hydrocarbon was exploded with oxygen 
in a small steel calorimeter, platinised on the interior. The numbers 
represent the heat of combustion at constant pressure, calculated from 
the determinations at constant volume : — 


Heat of com- 
bustion. 


Hydrogen 69*0 

Carbonic oxide .... 68*3 

S ranogen 262*5 

ethane. 213*5 

Ethane 388 8 

Ethylene ........ 341*4 

Acetylene 318*1 

Methyl ether 344*2 

Propane 553*5 

Propylene 507*3 

AHylene 466*5 


Heat of formation. 


From 

From amorphous 

diamond. 

carbon. 

+ 237 

+ 287 

- 745 

- 68-5 

+ 18-5 

+ 21-5 

+ 6-5 

+ 12-5 

- 15-4 

- 9-4 

- 60-4 

- 54-6 

+ 50-8 

+ 56-8 

+ 4-5 

+ 13-5 

- 18-3 

- 93 

- 46-5 

- 375 


These numbers show that the heat of combustion of a hydrocarbon 
is not always equal to that of its elements. The variation is least in 
the case of the saturated hydrocarbons, ChH^ + but the heat disen- 
gaged in the formation of marsh-gas from its elements appears to be 
greater than, that of any of its homologues ; a character which is in 
accordance with its relative stability. The difference in the cases of 
ethane and propane is small and nearly identical, so that if this figure 
remains constant for the higher homologues, we may conclude without 
going beyond the limits of experimental error, that the heat of com- 
bustion of the higher members of the series at least is nearly if not 
exactly identical with that of their elements. 

The heat of formation of the other hydrocarbons is negative, the 
variation increasing according as the hydrocarbon is less hydrogenised ; 
thus the addition of H 2 to the formula of acetylene disengages 4- 45 
units; to allylene, 4- 28*2 units, the special character of the homo- 
logous series being more marked in its first term, agreeably with what 
has been already mentioned in the case of marsh-gas. The addition 
of H a to the formula of ethylene disengages 4- 21*9 units ; to pro- 
pylene, + 22*8, or nearly the same figure. Between any two con- 
secutive homologues, the differences of the heat of combustion are : in 
the CsIL* + 2 Beries, 175*3 and 164*7 ; in the C^H^ series, 165*9 ; in 
the CnHsa » z series, 148*4, the actual combustion of C (diamond) 
4* Ha being 163. 

Although the calculation of the heats of formation of organic com- 
pounds by means of their combustion equivalents is accurate in prin- 
ciple, it must be employed with increasing reservation when the 
relation of the heat of combustion to the molecular weight becomes 
more and more considerable. Nothing can be deduced from a dif- 
ference of from 3 to 4 units in the ethyl series ; from 5 to 6 units in 
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the propyl series ; nor from 8 to 10 units in the amyl series, and so 
on. J. W. 

Heat Disengaged in the Combustion of some Isomeric Fatty 
Alcohols, and of Oenanthal. By W. Louguininb (Compt. rend., 
90 , 1279 — 1282). — The experiments of Berthelot on the formation of 
isomerides having similar chemical functions, led him to conclude 
that their formation is attended with a disengagement of nearly equal 
amounts of heat : the experiments of the author confirm this view. 

Thus the molecule of normal propyl alcohol (taken in grams) evolved 
480*3 units ; of isopropyl alcohol, 478*2 units ; the heat of combustion 
of the normal alcohol calculated theoretically by Faroe and Silber- 
mann, should be 481*2 units. 

In like manner the molecule of isobutyl alcohol evolved 636*7 units ; 
the theoretical number calculated by Favre and Silbermann being 
633*6 units. 

Fermentation amyl alcohol, which is a mixture of several primary 
alcohols, was compared against the tertiary alcohol, dimethyl-ethyl- 
carbinol ; the former gave 793*6, and the latter 788*5 units. Favre and 
Silbermann’s calculation for an isoamyl alcohol is 788*3 units. From 
these data it would follow that the different operations involved in the 
transformation of a primary into a secondary or tertiary alcohol, produce 
a calorific effect whose sum is equal to zero ; the conclusion, however, 
holds good only on the supposition that the value of the total heats of 
vaporisation of the different alcohols is in all cases the same. 

The molecule of oenanthal (in grams) evolved 1062*5 units of heat. 
From Faroe’s table the heat of combustion of oenanthylic alcohol 
should be 37*0 units higher than that of its aldehyde, or 1099*6 units ; 
this number is less than that which corresponds to the difference, 
54*0 units, between isopropyl alcohol and acetone. J. W. 

Thermo-chemistry of Ethylamine and of Trimethylamine. 
By Berthelot (Oompt. rend., 91 , 139 — 145). — The heat of combustion 
of ethylamine, O a H 7 N, is 409*7 units ; chat of trimethylamine, C 3 H 9 N, is 
592*0 units. The heat of solution in water of the gas is, for ethylamine, 
12*91 units ; for trimethylamine, 12*90 units. Both bases have, therefore, 
great affinity for water, and the heat developed in diluting solutions of 
trimethylamine is double of that developed by equivalent solutions of 
potash and soda. The heats of formation of the hydrochloride, ace- 
tate, and sulphate of trimethylamine are respectively 8*9, 8*3, and 
10*9 units, the substances being in solution; the formation of the solid 
hydrochlorido from the gases gives 39*8 units. Hydrochloric acid in a 
solution containing equivalent quantities of trimethylamine and am- 
monia is nearly equally divided between the two bases. R. R. 
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Vapour-density of Iodine. By V. Meyer (Her., 13, 1010 — 1011). 
By employing a higher temperature than hitherto attained, the author 
finds the vapour-density of iodine to he 4*55, agreeing very nearly with 
the value for I, and not |I 2 , as obtained at lower temperatures. The 
author thinks that by nsing still higher temperatures the iodine vapour 
may undergo a still further dissociation. P* P* P- 

Vapour-density of Iodine. By J. M. Crafts (Ber., 13, 1316 — 
1321). — A reply to Victor Meyer (Ber. t 13, 1010 and 1103). ^ ^ 

Proportion of Carbonic Anhydride in the Air : Reply to a 
Note by M. Reiset. By Mabi£ Davy (Gompt. rend., 90, 1287—1289). 
— Reiset considers in the first place, that the author’s results cannot 
he considered as accurate, because the daily volume of air used was 
not corrected for temperature and pressure ; secondly, having made a 
series of experiments near Dieppe, he concludes that the proportion of 
carbonic anhydride in the atmosphere is practically invariable, in oppo- 
sition to Marie Davy, who from experiments near Paris had found 
that it did vary, and had endeavoured to predict meteorological pheno- 
mena therefrom. 

To this the author replies, that whereas in Reiset’s experiments by 
weight, it was necessary to correct for temperature and pressure, in 
his own experiments by volume it was less important, since it only 
affected the third place of decimals, which was the limit of precision 
to which the analyses could attain. 

That to deduce a perfect uniformity of composition from two series 
of experiments only made at an interval of six years is impossible, and 
that had Reiset obtained varying results instead of identical ones, it 
would have been equally impossible to infer a permanent change in the 
proportion of carbonic anhydride in the air. 

To the theory of uniformity of proportion, numerous well-authenti- 
cated facts can be opposed. Truchot found 3*13 parts of carbonic 
anhydride in 10,000 at Clermont Fernand, at an altitude of 395 metres ; 
2’03 parts at the summit of the Puy de D6me, 1,446 metres ; 1*72 parts at 
the summit of the Pic de Sancy, 1,884 metres ; moreover, Regnault has 
shown that the proportion of oxygen can in certain cases, especially in 
warm climates, vary from 2,093 parts in 10,000 to 2,030 parts ; if all 
the oxygen which has disappeared were to be replaced by carbonic 
anhydride, the proportion of this latter would rise from 3*0 parts to 
66*0 parts, a variation which no one presumes ever to have observed. 

During two rainy years, when Paris was under the influence of an 
equatorial current, a large proportion of carbonic anhydride was found. 
A year later, when a different atmospheric circulation obtained, a much 
smalle r percentage of carbonic anhydride was present. Towards the 
end of October, 1879, the proportion of carbonic anhydride had fallen 
to a min i mum ; it was therefore concluded that a dry period was im- 
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minent. This coincidence was realised, and although this is at present 
almost the only meteorological phenomenon known to be in any way 
connected with the carbonic anhydride in the atmosphere, the author 
thinks the further prosecution of the subject is not unworthy of the 
attention of meteorologists. J. W. 

Crystallised Hydrofluosilicic Acid. By M. Kessler (Grnpt. 
rend., 90, 1285 — 1286). — In order to prepare a concentrated solution 
of hydrofluosilicic acid, silicon fluoride was passed into hydrofluoric 
acid. The process was very successful, and it was found that when 
the hydrofluoric acid was concentrated there was no deposition of 
silica, or absorption of excess of gas. In operating in this manner, 
the tube through which the silicon fluoride passed and the recipient 
became filled with needle-shaped crystals, which on examination proved 
to be a definite hydrate of hydrofluosilicic acid. They were free from 
hydrofluoric acid, for their aqueous solution after precipitation by 
excess of potassium chloride, did not corrode glass, neither did they 
contain excess of silicon fluoride, for the potassium silicofluoride so 
formed after having been washed with dilute alcohol, left behind no 
trace of silica in the evaporated washing waters. 

The crystallised acid is colourless, very hard, and very deliquescent; 
it fumes strongly in the air, and melts at about 19°. Heated beyond 
this point it boils, but decomposes at the same time. Its composition, 
which was not very definitely made out, appears to be nearly 
SlEV 2HF + 2H 2 0, or a little less than 2*5 molecules of water to one 
of acid* 

The author proposes to see whether it is not possible to obtain a 
similar hydrate of hydrofluoric acid, or compounds of silicon fluoride 
with other hydracids, such as hydrobromic and hydriodic acids. 

J. W. 

Pentahydrated Calcium Carbonate. By E. Pfeiffer (Arch. 
Phcurm. [2], 15, 212 — 216). — This compound, already described in 
Ghnelin’s Handbook from the observations of Pelouze and Salm- 
Hortsmar, was found by the author as a crystalline deposit in the 
pumps and pipes which delivered water from a well. The water, after 
depositing this salt, acquired a flat taste, and was almost free from 
carbonic acid. When the water was taken fresh from the well, shaking 
and stirring also caused it to deposit the above calcium salt. The solid 
residue of the water rose considerably, and consisted largely of potash 
when the deposit formed most largely. The author considers that 
the salt was formed by potash-lye leaking into the water and removing 
the carbonic acid from the water, the salt being then precipitated in 
a hydrated condition because of the low temperature (10 — 12° C.) of 
the water. It was kept under water unaltered at a temperature of 
20° C., but at a slightly higher temperature the particles lost their 
transparency and water of crystallisation. In the air, it crumbled to 
powder and also lost its water. The crystals appeared to belong to 
the rhombic system. F. 0. 

Formation and Constitution of Bleaching Powder. By Gk 
Ltoob and H, Soulra (Dmgl jpolyt /., 23 7, 63— 73).— The subject 
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lma been mncb investigated, bnt there is still great difference of 
opinion. The present investigation deals with four questions. In all 
cases the solid substance is considered. 

1. The Influence of the Amount of Watw present in the Lime on the 
preparation of Bleaching Powder. — A commercial lime of great purity 
was used, having the following composition : — 


CaO 

72-62 

co 3 

0-51 

A.1203 

0-06 

SiOj 


HjO 

27-80 


100-99 

The lime, with variable amounts of water, exposed to dry chlorine, 
gave as follows : — 

Water per cent. — 

6*5, 13*6, 17-6, 21-6, 24, 26, 27*8, 28*2, 30*1, 31*8, 

Bleaching chlorine — 

9*06, 32*86, 37*38, 38*82, 40*71, 40*89, 43*13, 40 36, 38*78, 36*85. 

Other experiments with incompletely dried, less dry, more moist, 
and still moister chlorine gave, for lime containing 24 per cent, of 
water, the following amounts of bleacliing chlorine, viz , 42*12, 41*76, 
38*24, and 37 per cent, respectively. Calcium hydrate dried at 100°, 
and containing 24 per cent, water, gave with dry chlorine 39*3 per 
cent., and with incompletely dried chlorine 41*59 per cent.; whilst 
undried hydrate with 25*3 per cent, of water gave 40*6 and 40*6 per cent, 
with both classes of chlorine. Hence that perfectly dry hydrate does 
not absorb chlorine (Graham, Tschigianjanz, Ac.) is erroneous, as 
Stahlschmidt and Kopfer had found previously ; and the absorption goes 
on when a large excess of quicklime is present, in which case the dry- 
ness is ensured; further, the amount absorbed is greater than would 
be the case if the quicklime acted as dead ballast only. The strongest 
bleaching powder containing up to 43*42 per cent, of available chlorine 
C8n be obtained with perfectly dry chlorine. This is produced when 
the lime contains about 4 per cent, more water than is necessary to 
form hydrate. When the chlorine contains moisture, the lime used 
must contain correspondingly less water, so that the end-prodnct may 
be the same. 

2. The Influence of Air on, Bleaching Powder . — In moist air at about 
80°, much oxygen is evolved ; the whole of the chlorine remains in 
the residue partly as chloride and partly as chlorate, thus : CaOCl 2 = 
CaCl* + O and tfCaOOl* = 0 a( 0 l 03 j ) 3 + 5Cl a . In dry air at 100°, the 
air coming away contained 0*87 per cent, of oxygen, due to the 
bleaching powder, and 14*94 per cent, of chlorine ; the residue con- 
tained 22*25 per cent, chlorine as chloride, 3*51 as chlorate, and 1*35 
as available chlorine. 

3. Bleaching Powder with Carbonic Anhydride . — Here the authors 
Texnark that the conclusion cannot be avoided that no formula of 
bleaching powder can be correct in which calcium chloride appears, 
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since in the presence of a little moisture almost all the chlorine is ex- 
pelled by carbonic anhydride. They condemn the formulas of Gay- 
Lussac, Kolb, Stahlschmidt, and others as impossible, and support 
Odling’s Cl — Ca — OC1 as being sufficient to explain all observed ap- 
pearances. 

4. Behaviour of the Water contained in Bleaching Powder . — The 
authors conclude that the water expelled below 150° is either hygro- 
scopic, or from a hydrate of CaOCl 3 , or from both ; between 150® and 
290° very little comes o ft, whilst the water expelled between 290° and 
a red heat comes from free calcium hydrate. The strongest bleaching 
powder contains very little water in excess of what is required for the 
formation of CaOCl 2 , H 3 0, and Ca(OH) 2 . Over sulphuric acid not 
only is hygroscopic water removed, but also some from the compound 
CaOCla.HjO, if such a compound exists. Analysis of a good labo- 
ratory sample of bleaching powder gave : — 


CaO 39*89 

Available 01 43*18 

Cl as CaCl 2 0*29 

H a O (mean of three determinations) 17*00 
C0 2 0*42 


100*73 

From which the following composition may be calculated : — 


CaOCh 88*08 

CaCOa 0*96 

CaCla 0*45 

Ca(OH) 3 6*74 


H 3 0 (by difference) .... 3*77 


100*00 

Actual determination of the water gave 0*66 per cent. more. The 
small quantity of calcium hydrate need not be considered essential to 
the formula of bleaching powder, but seems due to mechanical ad- 
mixture. The circumstance that good bleaching powder rubbed up 
with a little water swells up and evolves heat, can easily be explained 
by the equation 2(Cl.Ca.OCl) = ClO.Ca.OCl + CaCl 3 . On diluting, 
the resulting product is obtained as voluminous flocculent precipitate, 
as if separated from combination. J* T. 

Compound of Alumina with Carbonic Anhydride and 
Ammonia. By M. Barth (. Annalen , 202, 372 — 375).— Various 
statements have been made with regard to the composition of the pre- 
cipitate produced in a solution of alum by ammonium carbonate, by 
Bley (J. pr, Ohem ., 39, 1) ; Barratt (ibid., 82, 61) ; Parkmann (ibid., 
89, 116) ; Muspratt (Awnalen, 72, 120) ; Langlois (ibid., 100, 374) ; 
Wallace (Jahreeb., 1858, 70) ; and Rose ( Pogg . Arm., 91,461). Bley 
proved tbat it contained alumina, carbonic anhydride, and often am- 
monia; Muspratt gave it the formula 3 Al 2 0 3 ,2 00* 4- 16H 3 0; while 
Rose regarded it as Al a O* 4- (NHi) a O + 200 a + 4H a O ; and Langlois 
as 3(Al a CVCO*) -f- 5(Al 3 O s .8H a O). Recently Urbain and Renoul 
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(J. Pharm. Ohim. [4], 30 , 340) regard the precipitate formed in the 
cold as C0 3 + AI a O, 4- 8H 2 0. 

By adding a solution of pure alumina in hydrochloric acid to excess 
of cold a mmo nium carbonate, the author obtained a precipitate 
which, when washed with cold water and dried over oil of vitriol, con- 
tained (in one case) AI2O3 = 37*44, C0 2 = 17*7, NH* = 4*92, and 
H.O = 39*94 per cent. It was obviously a mixture of a double alu- 
minium and ammonium carbonate, with either alumina or aluminium 
carbonate. A carbonate without ammonia has not as yet been proved 
to exist. Ch. B. 

New Almninitim Sulphate. By P. Marguerite ( Compk rend., 
90 , 1354 — 1357). — When ammonium alum is decomposed by heat, 
anhydrous aluminium sulphate is first obtained. By pushing the de- 
composition somewhat further, sulphuric acid is volatilised ; so that 
by carefully regulating the heat, a residue can be finally obtained 
almost entirely soluble iu water, and consisting mainly of the ses- 
qwhasic sulphate. This salt, which has not been before described, is 
entirely different in appearance from the ordinary sulphate. It crys- 
tallises in rhombohedrons and not in nacreous scales ; its solubility in 
water at 15° is about 45 per cent., but it can be separated from the 
ordinary sulphate by fractional crystallisation. Analysis gave : — 

AlgOg. SOg. Fe 2 0 8 . HjO. Loss. 

21*2 33*84 0*01 44*90 0*05 = 100 

from which the formula AI2O3.2SO3.I2H2O or 4AI2O3.3SO3.I8H2O is 
deduced. 

A list is given in the memoir of ten different aluminium sulphates 
which are known at the present day. J. W. 

Specific Heat and Atomic Weight of Glueinum. By L. P. 
Nilsox and O. Petter&!s>on ( Oompt . rend, 91, 168 — 171). — The authors 
have redetermined the equivalent of glncinum, using pure specimens 
of glucina, the mean of four experiments being 4 542 (0 =8). If 
glucma be Gl a O a , this gives 13*65 as the atomic weight of glucinum. 
They find also that the specific and atomic heats of glucumm increase 
with the temperature like those of iron, but at 300° the atomic heat 
of glucinum is not so great as that of iron. Glucinum cannot there- 
fore be compared with carbon, boron, and silicon, the specific heats of 
which increase much more rapidly. The atomic heat of glucinum is 
quite normal if the atomic weight be taken as 13*65. R. R. 

Colloidal Ferric Hydrate. By L. Magxier de la Source ( Cornet . 
rend., 90 , 1352 — 1354). — Several specimens of dialysed iron were 
analysed and found to vary in composition from 12Fea0 8 .Pe2Cl6 to 
SOFeaOs-PesCli. The latter preparation, known in commerce as <c fer 
Bravais,” was constant in composition, and was identical with the 
basic oxychloride of iron, the formula of which was first accurately 
ascertained by Graham. 

In order to find «out whether this constancy of composition was 
due to t be impossibility of separating the whole of the feme chloride 
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by dialysis, a sample was diluted so as to contain 0*8 per cent, of ferric 
oxide, and submitted to prolonged dialysis for three months. At the 
beginning of the experiment, the composition of the liquor was 
30 FesO 3 .Fe 2 Cl 6 ; after one month, 64Fe 2 0 3 ; after two months, 102Fe 2 O 3 ; 
after three months, 116Fe 2 0 3 to one molecule of Fe 2 CI 6 ; whilst traces 
of chlorine still continued to pass through the diaphragm. The latter 
was now in too small proportion to measure quantitatively, but it was 
placed beyond doubt that the oxychloride of composition llfiFesOs.FesjCl*, 
still lost chlorine by dialysis. 

The author thinks that these experiments are sufficient to prove that 
ferric hydrate is, under certain conditions, soluble in water, and that 
it is unnecessary, in order to explain such solubility, to imagine that 
the hydrate is engaged in some more or less complex combination. In 
support of this opinion, it may be mentioned that, from considerations 
of an altogether different character, Debray has already arrived at the 
same conclusion. 

When “fer bravais ” is evaporated to dryness and the residue 
treated with water, the ferric chloride dissolves, but the ferric hydrate 
remains insoluble; the hydrate, in solution, and dried at 100°, appears 
to be the normal salt 2Fe 2 0 2 .3II 2 0, at least as far as theoretical calcu- 
lation of the weight of residue from known quantities of solution 
may be considered to support such a conclusion. J. W. 

Action of Chlorine on Chromium Sesquioxide. By H. 
Moissan ( OompLrmd 90, 1357 — 1360). — Strongly ignited chromium 
se&quioxide submitted to the action of dry or moist chlorine at 440° is 
not attacked, but chromium sesquihydrate under similar circumstances 
is readily attacked, and red vapours are produced, which condense to 
chromium oxychloride, C 2 0 2 C1 2 . 

It would appear that chromium sesquioxide, anhydrous hut not 
calcined, is attacked by chlorine at 440° with production of the ses- 
quichloride and not of the oxychloride, hut the action soon ceases, 
owing to the superficial coating of sesquichloride preventing the fur- 
ther action of chlorine; the presence, however, of water either in the 
current of chlorine or in the oxide brings about at this temperature 
the decomposition of the sesquichloride, according to the following 
equations : — 

Or a O s + nCl = Cr*Cle + 0 3 4- (n~6)01 

Cr 3 Cle + 2H 2 0 + «C1 = 20,0,03a 4 4H01 4- (*-2)0L 

If the passage of moist chlorine over the uon-calcined sesquioxide 
be stopped as soon as red vapours begin to be disengaged, and the 
exoess of chlorine be expelled by a current of carbonic anhydride, there 
will be found to remain in the apparatus a brown powder, the com- 
position of which is nearlv that of the oxychloride of Moberg. It is 
an intermediate substance less oxidised than the ordinary oxychloride, 
apd decomposible by water. Chromium oxyohloride also results from 
the action of dry oxygen at 440° on the sesquichloride. With the 
non-calcined sesquioxide, oxygen causes an increase in weight, and a 
blackish-grey substance is produced which seems to be the oxide 
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CrO a ; it evolves chlorine readily when treated with concentrated 
hydrochloric acid. • J. W. 

Combinations of Ur anium. Oxyfluo- Compounds with. 
Fluorides of the Alkali Metals, By A. Ditte (GomrpL rend., 91, 
166 — 168). — The action of the neutral fluoride of an alkaline metal on 
the green oxide of uranium gives rise to insoluble, anhydrous crystal- 
line compounds, having the formula U 2 O 2 FI 2 . 4 MFI. Add fluorides of 
alkali metals, on the other hand, react to produce soluble hydrated 
salts, having the composition U 4 OFl 4 . 4 MFl.aH 3 O, R. R. 


Organic Chemistry. 


Action of Ethyl Chloride on Ethylamines. By E. Duvillibr 
and A. Buisine ( CompL rend., 91, 173 — 175). — When ethyl chloride 
is heated at 100 ° in a sealed tube with an alcoholic solution of the 
ethylamines produced in the reaction between ethyl chloride and 
ammonia, and the product is treated with soda in excess, four ethyl 
bases are obtained, namely, triethylamine, diethylamine, monethyl- 
amine, and tetrethylammonium hydrate. R. R. 

Decomposition of Simple Organic Compounds by Zinc-dust. 
By H. Jahn (Ber., 13, 983 — 990). — The alcohols from ethyl alcohol 
upwards are decomposed by zinc-dust * at 300 — 350° into hydrogen 
and the olefine corresponding with the alcohol. Propyl and isopropyl 
alcohol both yield a propylene whose dibromide boils at 142 — 143°. 
Methyl alcohol holds an exceptional position ; it is decomposed into 
carbonic oxide, hydrogen, and a small quantity of marsh-gas. Ethyl 
alcohol undergoes a similar decomposition at a dull red heat, yielding 
marsh-gas, carbonic oxide, and hydrogen. This decomposition of 
methyl alcohol is, to some extent, to be accounted for by the consti- 
tution of its molecule ; and, further, Berthelot (CompL rend., 54, 515) 
has shown that with respect to heat of formation, methyl alcohol 
holds an exceptional position as compared with its homologues. 

P. P. B. 

Combination of Allyl Alcohol with Baryta. By C. Vincent 
and Delachanal ( CompL rend 90, 1360 — 1361).— When allyl 
alcohol is dried over anhydrous baryta, as is generally recommended, 
a very large loss of alcohol results ; it was thought probable, there- 
fore, that some combination had taken place between the baryta and 
the alcohol. The addition of baryta causes a very considerable 
development of heat, the alcohol becomes yellow, and the liquid 
portion when filtered from the excess of baryta and evaporated to 
dryness leaves a mass of microscopic crystals. From these crystals, 
which contain 62 per cent, of baryta, the alcohol can be recovered by 
distillation with water. The formula 2 C 3 H 6 0 ,Ba 0 requires 56*88 per 
cent, of baryta, the excess of baryta found over that theoretically 
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required being due to tbe solubility of barium hydrate in the solution 
of the allylate. Allyl alcohol also dissolves barium allylate, and this 
solution when evaporated over sulphuric acid leaves an amorphous 
mass, which dries with difficulty at the ordinary temperature. In a 
vacuum at 100°, however, the allylate becomes perfectly dry, and has 
then acquired the property of decomposing rapidly on a slight ele- 
vation of temperature, leaving a pulverulent and very voluminous 
carbonaceous residue. J. W. 

Action of Brom i ne on Cane-sugar. By O. Griesbammer 
(Arch. Pharm. [3], 15 , 193 — 210). — The author gives a short notice of 
the researches on this subject of Hlasiwetz, Barth, and of Habermann, 
and then states that he has found that bromine readily acts on a 
warm aqneons solution of cane-sugar. When 2 atoms of bromine 
were added, the colour quickly vanished; on further addition of 
2 atoms, the colour disappeared after several weeks ; a fifth atom did 
not disappear after long standing, but decomposition and blackening 
took place, and was increased by heating the liquid. After the 
reaction, the bromine was found to be entirely present as hydrobromic 
acid, no bromo-derivative of sugar being formed. The hydrobromic 
acid was removed by lead oxide, since when silver oxide* was used, 
silver was reduced. After removal of the lead by sulphuretted 
hydrogen and evaporation to one-half, the easily decomposed acid 
liquid was saturated whilst warm with zinc carbonate, and the zinc- 
salt was precipitated and well washed with strong alcohol. This salt 
is easily soluble in water, and its solution when treated with sul- 
phuretted hydrogen yields the uncrystallisable acid. The solution was 
evaporated over calcium chloride, and the formula obtained for the 
acid was CeHisO? + 2H 2 0 ; 1 mol. of water can be expelled at 100°, 
and the second at 125°. A column 200 mm. in length of a 1 per cent, 
solution rotates the plane of polarisation 2° to the right in Mitscnerlich’s 
apparatus. The aqueous solution when made alkaline separates no 
cuprous oxide from Fehling’s solution, thus differing from Hlasiwetz’s 
acid, which doubtless contained sugar. Analyses of the salts of 
barium, calcium, zinc, silver, lead, potassium, and ammonium are 
given ; no acid salts could be prepared. The name gluconic acid has 
been retained by the author, although the acid is not identical with 
that obtained by Hlasiwetz. Tbe acid was separated directly from the 
product of the action of bromine on cane-sugar without previous treat- 
ment with lead oxido by warming with zinc carbonate until the liquid 
was only feebly acid, evaporating to one-half, and shaking with eight 
times as much 90 per cent, alcohol : the precipitate when well washed 
yielded pure gluconic acid. Carbonates and hydrates of the metals of 
the alkalis and alkaline-earths caused decomposition, and did not 
yield gluconates. 

A study of the reaction quantitatively showed that if more than 
2 atoms of bromine were employed, no increased oxidation occurred, 
and the main reaction is therefore probably represented thus : CxJEmOu 
+ 2Br + 2H*0 = OsH^Ot + CsHisOa + 2HBr. The gluconic acid 
and grape-sugar were obtained in nearly the proportions required by 
this equation ; but a certain amount of the sugar was changed into a 
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gum-like substance, which was convertible into grape-sugar by being 
treated with dilute sulphuric acid. A fuller examination of this sugar 
and gum is promised. 3?. C. 

Presence in Soja Hispida of a Substance soluble in 
Alcohol, and transformable into Glucose. By A. Levallois 
(Cornet renth, 90 , 1293). — The analysis of this seed by Pellet gave 
3T per cent, of sugar starch and dextrin. The author’s results are 
different. He finds 9 — 11 per cent, of a substance soluble in 
alcohol, which reduces Pehling’s liquor only after some minutes’ 
boiling with water acidulated with sulphuric acid. It has consider- 
able dextrorotatory power, which is brought back to nearly that of 
glucose (dextrose ?) by boiling with acidulated water. In its optical 
characters it resembles dextrin, but seems to differ from it in the 
rapidity with which it is converted into glucose. J. W. 

Behaviour of the Ethyl-mercaptides of Mercury and Lead at 
High Temperatures. ByR Otto (Per., 13, 1289 — 1290). — When mer- 
curic ethylmercaptide (m. p. 76°) is heated with alcohol at 180°, it splits 
up into metallic mercury and ethyl disulphide, only traces of mercuric 
sulphide being formed. A similar decomposition takes place when 
the dry mercapiide is heated, but in this case a somewhat larger 
quantity of mercuric sulphide is produced. 

Lead ethylmercaptide melts at 150°, and decomposes at 180°, form- 
ing lead sulphide and ethyl sulphide. W. 0. W. 

Etherification of Sulphuric Acid. By A. Villiers (Compt. 
rend., 91 , 124 — 127). — Berthelot has already shown that in a mixture 
of sulphuric acid and alcohol, the proportion of acid neutralised 
tends towards a limit which it cannot pass, and that this limit be- 
comes gradually lower under the influence of time and temperature, 
- owing to the formation of ordinary ether. The following table shows 
the influence of time in the etherification of sulphuric acid (ethyl 
hydrogen sulphate being formed) at 100° : — 



Percentage of acid etlierified. 


c,h 6 o. 

2CjjH 6 0. 

40^6. 

Immediately 

59-0 

74-6 

83-2 

After 15 minutes 

58-0 

72-2 


„ 2£ hours 

49-3 

64-3 

76-0 

39 26 ,, ...... 

45-5 

46-5 

539 

59 59 * 

45-5 

45-3 

347 

„ 154 

— 

44-1 

32-1 


At the end of the experiment, the proportion of sulphuric acid which 
remains in combination with the alcohol appears to correspond with a 
certain composition of the original liquor. This retrograde action is 
observable also at 100° with mixtures containing water; as might be 
expected, it is greater than when alcohol alone is used. 
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Immediately . . . 
After 15 minutes 


» 

jj 


2 J hours 
69 „ . 

154 „ . 


Percentage of acid etherified, HjS0 4 + G 2 H 8 0 + 


iF a O. 

H 2 0 . 

2 H s a 

53-0 

48-4 

40-0 

49-9 

— 

_ 

42-7 

39-3 

341 

38-2 

357 

28-0 

37-0 

33-8 

27-5 


The formation of ether and diminution in proportion of acid half 
neutralised goes on even at much lower temperatures : thus at 44 ° — 


Percentage of acid etherified. 



cw 6 0 . 

0 2 H 6 0 + 

£ 

O 

+ 

Immediately 

... 59-0 

53-0 

48-4 

After 69 days 

. . . 487 

421 

394 

„ 142 „ 

... 44-5 

379 

36-0 

„ 221 „ 

.... 44-5 

37-4 ‘ 

336 


These results show that the action tends towards a fixed limit at 44°, 
and that the ultimate limits corresponding to the temperatures of 44 ° 
and 100° are identical. The coefficient of etherification begins to 
increase at first rapidly, and passes to a maximum, which corresponds 
with a short period of unstable equilibrium; it then steadily dimi- 
nishes, and ultimately settles to a period of stable equilibrium, which 
is independent of the temperature. J. W. 


Preparation of Neutral Ethyl Sulphate. By A. Villibrs 
(Compt. rend., 90, 1291 — 1292). — This ether can be prepared by 
distilling in a vacuum a mixture of sulphuric acid and alcohol. 
200 grams of absolute alcohol distilled very slowly in this manner 
with twice their volume of concentrated sulphuric acid, yielded from 
25 to 30 grams of the neutral ether ; the end of the operation is in- 
dicated by the frothing of the contents of the retort, and by an increase 
of the internal pressure. The distillate separates into two layers, the 
lower of which consists of the pure ether. There is no advantage in 
using fuming sulphuric acid, or in substituting ordinary ether for 
alcohol. The boiling point of ethyl sulphate under a pressure of 
45 mm. is 120*5°, which falls regularly 2*5° as the pressure dimi- 4 
nishes 5 mm. It solidifies at about —24*5°, and when treated with 
warm baryta- water it gives the theoretical quantity of barium ethyl 
sulphate and alcohol. J. W. 


Transformation of Methyl Thiocyanate at High Tempera- 
tures. By A, W. Hofmann ( Ber 13, 1349 — 1852). — When methyl 
thiocyanate is heated at 180 — 185° for six hours, it is converted partly 
into a polymeric modification, C fl H 9 hFsSs, and partly into methyl thio- 
carbimide. The two substances are separated by distillation, the 
latter boiling at 118°, the former remaining in the retort. 

JfcrCs-SMe 

The polymeride, MeS — C k , forms colourless crystals, 

— C~SMe 

3 h 
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which melt at lSB^ and sublime at a higher temperature. They are 
insoluble in dilute acids and alkalis, but dissolve in hot glacial acetic 
acid. 

Hot hydrochloric acid splits up the compound into methyl mercaptan 
and cyanic acid. 

A crystalline base is obtained by acting on the new methyl thio- 
cyanate with alcoholic ammonia at 150°. W. G. W. 


Porforaldehyde. ByE. Fischeb (Per., 13, 1334— 1340).— The 
name furoin is given to a compound having the composition 
CJI/hCjHaC^ C*H 8 0, which bears the same relation to furfuTaldehyde 
that benzoin bears to benzaldehyde. This substance is prepared by 
boiling 40 parts of furfuraldehyde with 30 of alcohol, 80 of water, and 
4 parts of potassium cyanide for three-quarters of an hour. The 
crystalline mass which is deposited on cooling is drained, washed first 
with water, then with a small quantity of alcohol, and dried between 
filter-paper. It is obtained nearly colourless by precipitation with 
alcohol from its solution in hot toluene. Furoin forms slender 
prisms (m. p. 135°) soluble in hot water and hot toluene. It also 
dissolves in sulphuric acid with an intense bluish-green coloration. 
The acetate, Ci 0 H 7 O 4 Ac, m. p. 75°, is with difficulty obtained in a pure 
and colourless state. Furoin dissolves freely in aqueous or alcoholic 
solutions of soda, forming a deep red liquid, which appears bluish- 
green by transmitted light. On passing a rapid current of air 
through the solution, oxidation takes place, the colour changes, and 
crystals of furil, C4H3O.C2O1.C4H3O, are deposited. By recrystallisa- 
tion from alcohol this compound is obtained in golden needles 
(m. p. 162°), soluble in chloroform and in hot alcohol. 

An unstable acid appears to be formed by the action of a concen- 
trated potash solution on furil. When snch a solution is neutralised 
with sulphuric acid and extracted with ether, a thick oily liquid is 
obtained, which dissolves in alkalis and in ether. It undergoes a rapid 
spontaneous transformation into a black solid mass, insoluble in the 
usual solvents. A chloroform solution of furil is not attacked by bro- 
mine or chlorine, but when the dry compound is brought in contact 
with excess of pure bromine, an octobromide, C 10 H6Br 8 O*, is produced. 
i The bromide is soluble in hot chloroform, hut is partially decomposed 
by recrystallisation. The crystals change colour at 150°, and melt 
with decomposition at 185°, bromine and hydrobromic acid being 
evolved, whilst dlbromofuril , CnjHaBraO*, remains. By dissolving the 
residue in hot alcohol and boiling with animal charcoal, the dibromo- 
furil is obtained in golden plates (m. p. 183°). The mother-liquor 
contains a yellow crystalline compound (m. p. 110°), soluble in alcohol 
and ether, whose composition has not been ascertained. 

Benzofuroin, Ph.C0.CH(0H).C 4 H 5 0 or Ph.CH(OH).CO.C 4 H s O, is 
produced when a mixture of furfuraldehyde (18 parts), benzaldehyde 
(20), alcohol (60), water (80), and potassium cyanide (4), is boiled 
for 15 minutes in a flask provided with an upright condenser. 
After successive recrystallisations from hot water, benzene, and 
alcohol, the pure compound is obtained in crystals melting at 138°. 
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In its properties it occupies an intermediate position between benzoin 
and furoln. W. 0. W. 

New Lactones. By B. Fittig (Ber., 13, 955 — 956). — To tbe 
class of bodies styled lactones (tbis vol., p. 378) tbe following have 
been added. Lactone of normal caproic acid, CsHioOa, obtained by 
boiling the bromocaproio add from hydrosorbic add with water ; it 
is a liquid boiling at 220°. Lactone of normal valerianic acid, 
CaHsOa, obtained by boiling tbe addition- compound of allyl acetic 
and hydrobromic acid with water ; it is a liquid, and boils at 206 — 
207°. A third lactone has been obtained by tbe dry distillation of 
terpenylic acid, tbe homologue of terebic acid. Tbis lactone is a 
liquid, containing seven atoms of carbon, and boils at 203—204°. 

Tbe above lactones may be distilled without decomposition, are 
volatile in steam, and dissolve in water, forming neutral solutions, 
from which they may be separated by addition of alkaline carbonates 
as oils. When boiled with caustic alkalis they yield salts of tbe cor- 
responding hydroxy-acids. P. P. B. 

Double Salts of the Lower Members of the Acetic Acid 
Series. By A. Frrz ( Ber 13, 1312 — 1316). — Tbe following double 
salts of propionic acid were prepared : — 

Ba(C 3 HfiO*)a + 2Ca(C } H 5 0 8 )8, regular octohedrons. 

Sr(C 3 H 6 02)2 + 2Ca(C 2 H 6 0 2 )2, resembling tbe preceding compound 
in appearance, but crystallising in a combination of tbe quadratic 
pyramid and secondary prism 1: 1: 0*9759. 

Pb(0 8 H 6 0 2 )2 + 2Ca(0 8 H B 02), is isomorphons with tbe calcium 
strontium double salt. 

BafOsHcOaL + Mg(C 8 H fi 0 2 ) 2 4- H 2 0 crystallises in a combination 
of tbe cube, dodecahedron, and tetrahedron. 

PbfCsHsOjOa 4- Mg(C 3 H 5 0 2 ) 2 4- H s O resembles tbe preceding salt. 

Oalcivm barium butyrate crystallises in anhydrous regular octa- 
hedrons. 

Sodium formate acetate, NaC 2 B! 8 0 2 + NaCHO* + 2H 2 0, forms mono- 
clinic crystals, a : b : o sr 2*101 : 1 : 0*617 ; = 86° 21'. 

Barium isobalyrate and acetate, (OJEEfOs^Ba 4- (C 2 H 3 0 2 ) 2 Ba -f H 2 0, 
resembles in crystalline form tbe double acetate and propionate of 
barium. W. 0, W. t 

Diehloracrylic Acid. By O. Wallace (Annalen, 203, 83 — 
94). — In tbe preparation of diehloracrylic acid by tbe action of nascent 
hydrogen on chloralide (Ber,, 10, 567, and this Journal, 1877, ii, 591), 
the formation of monochloracrylic acid can be avoided by stopping the 
operation before the whole of the chloranilide is decomposed. The 
acid CGI* 1 CH.COOH melts at 76° and solidifies at 59 . By sud- 
denly cooling the melted acid, it is converted into a modification melt- 
ing at 68°. The addition of dilute sulphuric acid to an aqueous 
solution of a pure dichloracrylate throws down needle-shaped crystals 
of tbe free acid. Prom impure salts, tbe acid is precipitated as an 
oily liquid. . 

Barium dichloracrylate , (001 2 1 GH.COO) 2 Ba + 2H a O, crystallises in 

3 h 2 
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six-sided plates, probably belonging to the monoclinio system. The 
calcium salt forms crystals resembling those of the barium salt, and 
also crystallises in needles. The free acid is not attacked by water 
at 200 , but is decomposed by boiling baryta water, with formation 
of monochloracetylene. The reaction probably takes place in two 
stages, chloropropiolic acid being first formed, which afterwards splits 
up into spontaneously inflammable chloracetylene and carbonic anhy- 
dride ( Ber ., 11, 751; 12, 57; and this Journal, Abst., 1878, 653; and 
1879, 458). 

These reactions show that this acid is not identical with that ob- 
tained by Bennett and Sill (Ber,, 12, 655, and this Journal, 1879, 
Abst., 616) from chloromucic acid. 

8-monochloracrylic acid is not decomposed by baryta-water at 
130°. W. O. W. 

Constitution of Liquid Chlorolactic Add and of Oxyacrylic 
Add. By P. Melikoff (Ber., 13, 956 — 958). — By treatment with 
zinc and sulphuric acid, liquid chlorolactic acid yields propionic acid 
and a lactic acid, which, when treated with hydriodic acid, gives crys- 
talline £-iodopropionic acid, m. p. 82’5°. The formation of the latter 
shows liqnid chlorolactic acid to be chlorhydracrylic acid, i.e., an 
a- derivative. 

The formation of oxyacrylic acid from a- chlorolactic acid is similar 
to that of epichlorhydrin from dichloropropyl alcohol, thus : — 

CHj(OH) .CHC1.COOH + KHO = <CH a > GH - G00K + 2H *° + 

KOI. 

Oxyacrylic acid, like epichlorhydrin, unites with hydrochloric acid, 
pel ding /3-chlorolactic acid, whilst the latter yields dichlorhydrin. 

Oxyacrylic acid is the inner anhydride of glyceric acid, and there- 
fore the anthor styles it glycidic acid. It unites with ammonia, form- 
ing an amido-derivative. P. P. B. 

0-Bromolaetic Acid, By P. Melikoff (Ber., 13, 958).— This 
compound is obtained by the action of hydrobromic acid on glycidic 
acid. After removal of hydrobromic acid and extraction with 
ether, it is obtained in prismatic crystals, m. p. 89 — 90°. It is solnble 
in ether and water in all proportions. P. P. B. 

Aznidolactic Acid. By P. Melikoff (Ber., 13, 1265— 1266).— In 
support of the hypothesis that the formation of amidolactic acid by 
the action of ammonia on ethyl chlorolact&te takes place in two stages, 
viz , that glycidic acid is first produced by the elimination of hydro- 
chloric acid, and then converted into amidolactic acid by direct union 
with ammonia, the author states that the /3- amidolactic acid obtained 
by the action of ammonia on glycidic acid at 120° is identical with the 
acid derived from ethyl a- or jl-chlorolactate. 

Serine from silk has the constitution of an ^-amidolactic acid. 

W. 0. w. 
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Diethylidenelactamic Acid. By W. Heintz (Annal&n, 202, 
375 — 376). — -A claim for priority. 

Action of Iodine on the Silver Salts of Bibasic Acids. By 
K Birnbatjm and J. Gaier (Ber., 13, 1270— 1272).— On gently heat- 
ing an intimate mixture of iodine and silver succinate, malate, fuma- 
rate, or tartrate, the following changes occur : — The silver and iodine 
combine, the acid splits up into anhydride and oxygen, and the nascent 
oxygen attacks the anhydride, converting a portion of it into carbonic 
oxide, carbonic anhydride, and water ; the remainder of the anhydride 
unites with the water, forming an anhydro-acid. This reaction is in 
certain respects analogous to the electrolytic decomposition of aqueous 
solutions of these acids. 

Silver oxalate is completely converted by the action of iodine into 
silver iodide and carbonic anhydride. W. C. W. 

Preparation of Malonie Acid. By E. Bourgoin (< Corrupt . rend., 
90, 1289 — 1291). — 100 grams of monochloracetic acid are dissolved 
in their own weight of water and saturated with potassium carbonate, 
71 grams of powdered potassium cyanide are then added, and the 
whole is carefully heated on a water-bath ; a brisk ebullition, attended 
by considerable evolution of beat, ensues, but the liquid remains per- 
fectly colourless . To this solution twice its volume of strong hydro- 
chloric acid is added, the potassium chloride which separates is re- 
moved, and the whole is then saturated with hydrochloric acid gas ; 
the potassium chloride and sal-ammoniac are again separated, washed 
with hydrochloric acid, and the liquid is evaporated nearly to dryness 
on a water-bath ; the residue is exhausted with ether and the ethereal 
solution distilled, when about 70 grams of perfectly pure malonie acid 
are obtained. From the mother-liquors, by suitable treatment, about 
20 grams more of the acid can be procured, which requires recrystal- 
lisation from ether to purify it. Although a small quantity of acetic 
acid is formed, according to the equation C3H4O4 = COa 4- C2H4O2, 
the yield of malonie acid is almost theoretical. J. W. 

Synthesis of Citric Acid. By E. Grimaux and P. Adam (Oomjpt 
rend., 90, 1252 — 1255). — The artificial formation of citric acid was 
realised in the following manner: — Symmetrical dichloracetone was * 
prepared by oxidation of the symmetrical dichlorhydrin of glycerol. 
It was purified by combination with sodium hydrogen sulphite and 
then heated in a water-bath with concentrated hydrocyanic acid. The 
cyanodichloracetone, which is a crystalline body, was not isolated, but 
treated directly with hydrochloric acid ; the product, when the reaction 
was complete, was distilled in a vacuum aDd the residue taken up by 
ether. On evaporation a thick syrup remained, which, after a few 
days, solidified to a mass of crystals of dichloracetonie add, — 

OH.C(CH*Cl) a .COOEL 

These crystals were in the form of transparent laminae, fusible at 90 
— 92° 5 very soluble in alcohol, water, and ether ; not volatile without 
decomposition, except at a very gentle heat, when partial sublimation 
takes place. 
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The dichloracetonic acid was saturated with sodium carbonate and 
heated with two molecules of potassium cyanide in concentrated solu- 
tion ; the sodium dicyanoacetate was not separated but saturated with 
hydrochloric acid gas, and heated in a water-bath for 15 hours. 
After vola tili sing the hydrochloric acid, the citric acid was extracted 
from the residue by careful neutralisation and precipitation with milk 
of lime. The insoluble lime salt was decomposed by sulphuric acid, and 
the solution, after concentration in a vacuum, was left to spontaneous 
evaporation. 

The identity of the artificial product with the natural acid was 
proved by analysis and by crystallographic comparison under the 
microscope. Its melting point was 146—147°. J. W. 

Electrolysis of Benzene. By A. Renaed (Comgt, rend., 91,175 
— 177). — The electrolysis of a mixture of benzene, alcohol, and dilute 
sulphuric acid gives a crystalline product soluble in water, alcohol, 
ana ether. This substance the author names isobenzoglycol , and assigns 
to it the formula OsH^OHJs. Heated in a sealed tube with acetic acid 
it yields isobenzoglycol diacetate, C 6 H 6 (OAc) 2 . It is insoluble in water, 
but soluble in alcohol or ether (m. p. 121°, Tb. p. about 800°). 

E. E. 

Influence of Constituents of Wood Spirit on the Production 
of Dimethylaniline. By Q-. Kramer and M. Grodzkt (Ber., 13, 
1005 — 1010). — The most hurtful constituent of crude wood-spirit 
is acetone; it lessens not only the yield of volatile bases, such as 
dimethylaniline, but also that of the non-volatile ammonium com- 
pound. Further, the violet obtained by the oxidation of such bases is 
not good. By using pure acetone alone, a base was obtained boiling 
at 220 — 280°, which on oxidation yielded a blackish-green mass. The 
base produced by this acid belongs to the acetonamine bases, and 
has the composition Me 2 C I NPh. From this it is seen that 1 mol. 
acetone uses 1 mol. aniline. The presence of about 10 per cent, of 
water in pure methyl alcohol has very little influence on the yield of 
methylated aniline. Every increase of the proportion of methyl alcohol 
to aniline above the theoretical amount tends to decrease the yield of 
dimethylaniline, but increases that of the non-volatile ammonium com- 
pounds. Impure methyl alcohols yield smaller quantities of volatile 
bases, and the tubes on opening show much higher pressure, owing to 
the formation, in some cases, of methyl ether. A mixture of 4’8 c.c. 
of ethyl with 30 c.c. methyl alcohol gave the same yield as pure 
methyl alcohol. When the higher alcohols are used, they are partially 
decomposed into water and the corresponding olefines. 

P. P. B. 

Aromatic Guanidine-compounds. By F. Berger (Bar., 13, 
992 — 994). — Olycolymonophenylyuanidine , CaHuNaOi, is obtained by 
the action of an alcoholic solution of glycocine containing a little 
ammonia on phenylcyanamide. The residue obtained on evaporating 
the solution to dryness, is dissolved in hydrochloric acid and ammonia 
added, when the above compound is precipitated in small, round, 
jpeilow grains* It toms brown at 240°, and melts at 260° with decom- 
position. By evaporation of its solution in hydrochloric acid, it is 



ORGANIC CHEMISTRY. 


803 


decomposed, glycocino being formed. Its formation is expressed as 
follows : — 

C&CNHO.COOH + CN.NHPh = COOH.CH 2 .NH.C(NHPh) I NH 

Attempts to prepare the isomeride phenylglycocyamine from phenyl- 
glycocine and eyanamide have proved unsuccessful. 

The hydrochloride of fi-di&yandwrthotolylgiicmidine, C23H42N5CI + 
HaO, is obtained by boiling dicyandiortbotolylgnanidine with aniline for 
balf an boar ; ammonia is then evolved, and when the product is poured 
into hydrochloric acid, the above compound separates out. It is 
sparingly soluble in hot alcohol, forming a dark red solution, from 
which it separates on cooling in fine needles of a brownish-red colour 
and violet lustre. . p. p. B. 


Creatine-compounds of the Aromatic Group. By P. Gbiess 
(Per., 13, 977 — 979). — 1. Ortlwbemylglycovyamidine , 

This compound is obtained in a manner analogous to glycocyamidine, 
viz., by the action of aqueous solutions of eyanamide on 1 : 2 amido- 
benzoic acid, thus : — 

NH2.CeH4.COOH + NH a .CN == C 8 H 7 N 3 0 + H a O. 

It is also formed when the compound C 10 H lo N a O2, described by the author 
(Per., 2, 417) as resulting from the action of cyanogen on an alcoholic 
solution of 1 : 2 amidobenzoio acid, is treated with ammonia, thus : — 

EtO.CN.CO 

kU + NHa==ra: 0< Is.o a> + EtH0 * 


c uOrthobenzylareatirwne , NH I C< 


NMe.CO 

NH.C 9 H* 


>, is obtained by acting 


on an alkaline solution of orthobenzylglycocyamidine with methyl 
alcohol and methyl iodide in the cold. It crystallises from water m 
small shining needles, sparingly soluble in hot water and ether, but 
easily in boiling alcohol. It has a hitter taste and neutral reaction ; 
melts to a colourless oil and may be distilled ; alkalis do not act on 
it. The hydrochloride , C9H9N4O.HCl.HaO, crystallises in narrow 
leaflets, easily soluble in cold water. The platiTbOchloride, 


(CsHoNaO-HClJaPtOU + 2HaO, 


crystallises from hot water in bright yellow needles, or in small 
rhombic six-sided prisms* 

/3- Ortkobenzylcreatinine, C9H9N3O, is obtained in a manner similar 
to benzylglycocyamidine by acting on the compound Cio^oNaO* with 
methylanune, in sealed tubes at 100°. It crystallises from water iu 
white needles. In many properties it resembles the a-derivative, but 
differs from it iu being soluble in alkaline solutions, and reprecipitated 
from them by aoetio acid. The hydrochloride^ C9H9N3O.HCI, forms 
small tables or prisms having vitreous lustre. It is decomposed by 
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pure ■water, and can only be crystallised from water containing hydro- 
chloric acid. o-Benzylcreatinine has stronger basic properties than 
the 8 -derivative. The 8-platinochloride, (CoHa^sO.HOlJaPtOli, forms 
pale yellow narrow leaflets, united into stellate groups. It is only 
sparingly soluble in hot water. P- P- B. 

Aromatic Amidoketones. By O. Doebneb (Per., 13, 1011 — 
1014). — Benzoyl -phtli alyla v il ide, C 21 H 13 NO 3 , is obtained by heating 
benzoic chloride with phthalylanilide and zinc chloride at 180°. The 
product, alter recrystallisation from glacial acetic acid, yields this com- 
pound in large colourless needles (m. p. 183°). It is neither acted on 
by acids nor by alkalis, is insoluble in water, and only sparingly 
soluble in alcohol or ether. When boiled with alcoholic potash, it 
yields phthalic acid and benzoylaniline. 

Benzoylaniline, CeHs.CO.CcHjJSrHs, crystallises from dilute alcohol 
in colourless, shining leaflets (m. p. 124°). It is but sparingly soluble 
in water, largely soluble in alcohol, ether, or glacial acetic acid. Hy- 
drochloric acid dissolves it easily, forming a hydrochloride, from 
which alkalis and ammonia precipitate the base. Its hydrochloride 
crystallises from water in large crystals, the sulphate in needles which 
are less easily soluble than the hydrochloride. The platinochloride 
crystallises in yellow needles. P* P- B. 

An Azobenzenesnlphonic Acid. By Mahrenholtz and Gilbert 
(Annalen, 202, 331 — 340).— This acid may be prepared from meta- 
nitrobenzenesulphonic acid by two methods. In the first process, 
sodium amalgam in theoretical quantity is added to a concentrated 
solution of potassium metanitrobenzenesulphonate. The action being 
ended, the solution is acidified with sulphuric acid, and the sodium sul- 
phate removed by crystallisation, evaporation, and addition of alcohol. 
Finally, the mother-liquor is treated with barium carbonate, and the 
sparingly soluble barium azobenzenesulphonate collected. 

A better process consists in adding to potassium metanitrobenzene- 
sulphonate dissolved in six times its weight of cold water, half its 
volume of zinc-dust, and caustic potash in excess. The mixture is 
stirred and heated on the water-bath until hydrogen begins to escape, 
then rapidly filtered to avoid formation of hydrazo-acid, and the zinc 
precipitated by carbonic acid. Potassium azobenzenesulphonate may 
he separated from the filtrate by crystallisation. 

Azobenzenesulphomc acid , CsH^SOaHJN INCeH^SOsH), separated 
from its barium salt by sulphuric acid, remains on evaporation of its 
solution as a syrup, which crystallises on standing over sulphuric acid. 
It is deliquescent, and very soluble in alcohol and ether. It yields 
only neutral salts, of which those of ammonium, potassium, sodium, 
barium, and calcium are described : they are easily soluble in water, 
w ith the exception of the barium salt. 

Azobenzenemlphonic chloride, CiaHgNaSaO^Cls, is easily formed by 
warming the dry potassium salt with phosphoric chloride, washing 
with water, drying, and exhausting with ether. It forms ruby-red 
needles (m. p. 166**). The chloride dissolves easily in absolute alcohol, 
and an concentrating the solution and allowing it to % stand, golden- 
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yellow needles of ethyl azobenzen esulpkonate, C 12 H 8 Et 2 N 2 S 3 0 6 , separate, 
(m. p. 100°). These are scarcely soluble in water, but soluble in alcohol 
and ether. 

Azobenzenesulphonamide, CuHaNaSaO^NHs^, is formed by treating 
the chloride with strong ammonia, evaporating, and extracting the 
residue with boiling alcohol, from which it separates in yellow needles 
(m. p. 295°) or in crusts of radiating groups of prisms. It is sparingly 
soluble in boiling water and alcohol. A body similarly constituted, 
but having quite different properties, is obtained by warming a solution 
of metanitrobenzenesulphonamide in caustic soda with zinc-dust, and 
precipitating with hydrochloric acid. This body (m. p. 254°) is very 
sparingly soluble in alcohol, ether, benzene, toluene, and acetic acid, 
and crystallises from hot alcohol in small reddish-yellow needles. 
Paranitrobenzenesulphonamide (m. p. 131°) on similar treatment 
yields an azobenzenesulphonamide (m. p. 176°), which is much more 
soluble in alcohol and water, and crystallises in yellow tables. 

Hydrazobenzenesulphonic acid , CizH^N^Oe.SH^O, is obtained from 
the azo-compound by heating it with ferrous sulphate and caustic soda 
in excess, by the prolonged action of sodium amalgam, by prolonged 
boiling with zinc and caustic potash, but most easily by the action of 
stannous chloride. A solution of the azo-acid becomes very hot when 
mixed with stannous chloride, and after 48 hours the whole of the 
hydrazo-acid crystallises out in colourless monoclinic prisms, with 
many secondary faces. It is sparingly soluble in hot water, less so in 
cold, and insoluble iu alcohol or ether. It is not converted into the 
amido-acid by digestion at a high temperature with stannous chloride 
or with hydriodio acid. Potassium, barium, and lead salts have been 
prepared. 

An acid chloride conld not be obtained by the action of phosphoric 
chloride either on the acid or on its potassium salt. The amide, 

O 1 JH 10 N a SaO4(NH 2 ) ? , 

is apparently formed by heating the alcoholic solution of azobenzene- 
sulphonamide (m. p. 295°) with stannous chloride. It separates from 
the filtrate in white prisms. Oh. B. 

Two Azobenzenedisulphonie Acids. By H. v. Reich® (Annalen, 
203 , 64 — 72). — Two nitrobenzenedisulphonic acids were prepared 
from benzenemetadisulphonic acid, and were purified by the method 
described by Heinzelmann (Annalen, 188 , 157 — 160, and this Journal, 
1877, p. 771). In order to prepare the azo-derivatives, the barium 
salts of these acids are boiled with concentrated baryta- water and 
zinc-dust until a rapid evolution of hydrogen takes place, the mixture 
is then filtered, and the barium and zinc precipitated by carbonic 
acid. The filtrate deposits needle-shaped crystals of barium azobenzene- 
disulphonate. t 

a-Azobenzmedisulphonic acid, (SO a H) 2 0«H s .Nr 1 H.CJI^SOsH)*, is a 
dark syrupy liquid, forming soluble salts. It crystallises when left in a 
vacuum over sulphuric acid, but speedily deliquesces on exposure to 
the air. It is precipitated by alcohol from an aqueous solution as a 
resinous mass. The potassium salt f w + 8H*0, forms 
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microscopic prisms soluble in water, but insoluble in alcohol; the 
aifti m oni inn, salt is a yellow crystalline mass, soluble in alcohol. The 
barium salt is deported m white needles containing 5H 2 0, insoluble in 
alcohol. The lead salt is precipitated from the aqueous solution by 
alcohol as a crystalline powder. 

o^ILydfazobenzenedisu l phonic add — 

<S0 3 H)AH« NH.NH.0 6 H 3 (S03H) 8 , 

prepared by the action of st ann ous chloride on azobenzenedisulphonic 
acid, is a syrupy liquid which bears the closest resemblance to tne azo- 
acid. The potassium salt, 0 12 H8K i N 2 S 4 0Lj.2H a 0, forms small plates ; 
the acid potassium salt, OwHioK^S^Oia + 2^H 2 0, crystallises in 
reddish scales of a silky lustre. The barium salt, CuHsBaaNaSaOi* + 
7£H 2 0, forms efflorescent needles insoluble in alcohol, and the lead salt 
crystallising with 4H 2 0 is also efflorescent. 

By the action of nitrons acid on the hydrazo-acid, benzenemetadisul- 
phonic acid is produced. 

The following salts of $-azobmzenedimlphonic add were prepared: — 
C u H a K 4 X 2 S 4 0 12 .3H 2 0 and CwHePbaNaSMa.^HaO form red crystalline 
crusts insoluble in alcohol ; the barium salt is deposited in yellowish- 
red flat needles containing 4 mole, of water of crystallisation. 

fi-Azobenzenedisulphonic chloride, CwBWTaSiOsCh, crystallises from 
ether in broad needles (m. p. 58°). By the action of ammonia on the 
preceding compound the amide is obtained in white needle-shaped 
crystals (m. p. 222°), which are sparingly soluble in warm alcohol. 

P-Hydrazobenzened isulphonic add forms crystalline potassium and 
barium salts. If the solution of the acid is half neutralised with 
potash, and treated with nitrons acid, diazobenzenedisulphonic acid is 
produced. W. C. W. 

Two Azotoluenesulphonic Acids. By A. T. ISTialb (Annalen, 
203, 73 — 83). — The potassium salt of azotoluenemlphonic add , 
<S0 3 H)n 8 H^[e.]Sr : KC 8 H*Me(SOaH)-h 7£H,0[Me : IT: S0 3 H=1:2 : 4], 
is obtained by boiling an aqueous solution of potassium orthonitro- 
tolueneparasnlphonate with potash and zinc-dust. When the hydro- 
gen begins to escape inconsiderable quantities, the mixture is filtered, 
in order to prevent the further reduction of the compound to 
orfchamidoparatoluenesnlphonic acid. Potassium azotolumesulphonate , 
CiJIx 2 K^aSaOe + 2JHaO, forms beautiful red prisms, which dissolve 
freely in hot water, but require 100 parts of water at 18° to dissolve 
2*56 parts of the anhydrous salt. From the potassium salt, the other 
metallic azotoluenesulphonates can be prepared by double decomposi- 
tion. The barium and lead salts crystallise in red-coloured prisms, 
containing 4 mols. H 2 0. They are sparingly soluble in water. The 
calcium salt forms freely soluble red crystals containing 511*0. The 
free acid crystallises m long prisms of a pink colour, which decompose 
at 180° without melting. The mlphonic chloride, 0 14 H 1 JSr # Sa0 4 01 2 , 
is deposited from a solution in hot benzene in red-coloured prisms 
^slmiaing 2 mols. benzene, which escape on exposure to the air. The 
chbride (m. p. 220°) is sparingly soluble in ether. Hydraaotoluene- 
mdphomc add, OuHuN*StO« + 2 jH*0, separates as a white, crystalline, 
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sparingly soluble powder, when an aqueous solution of the azo-acid is 
treated with stannous chloride. On exposure to the air, the acid 
assumes a red colour, duo to its oxidation to the azo-acid. The 
hydrazotoluenesulphonatos aro freely soluble in water, the potassium 
salt, C uH uKoN* 2 SgOc, is anhydrous ; the barium salt crystallises with 
5 and the calcium salt with 3^ H*0. They are both efflorescent. 
The crystals of lead hydrazotoluenesulphonate contain 2JHsO, and 
resemble calcium oxalate in form. 

2. Azotoluenesulphonic add [Me : SO s H : N = 1 : 2 : 4], prepared 
from potassium paranitrorthotoluenesulphonate forms brown-coloured 
rhombohedrons containing 7^H20. The crystals are freely soluble 
in water and alcohol ; they melt in their water of crystallisation at 100°, 
and the anhydrous acid decomposes at 190° without melting. The 
following salts were prepared: CuH I2 K 2 ]Sr 2 S 2 0 6 + 811*0, CuHtfCal^SaOe 
4* 3H a O, yellow crystals ; CHHi a PbN 3 S 2 0 6 -j- 2H 2 0, dark-brown crys- 
tals. These three salts are freely soluble in water ; the barium salt 
forms orange-coloured microscopic needles (containing 1 mol. H 2 0), 
sparingly soluble in water. Astotoluenesvlphonic chloride is deposited 
from benzene in deep red-coloured crystals (m. p. 194°). The amide 
is a yellow crystalline compound (m. p. 207°), soluble in alcohol. The 
hydrazo-acid has not yet been obtained. An attempt to prepare it by 
the action of stannous chloride on the azo-acid yielded paramido- 
tolueneorthosulphonic acid. W. O. W. 


An Azoxybenzenesulphonic Acid. By C. Brtjxnbmaot ( Anna - 
Zen, 202, 340 — 850). — Of the three known nitrobenzenesulphonic 
acids only the meta-compound has been reduced to azoxy-acid. This 
may he effected, but not satisfactorily, by heating with alcoholic potash, 
or with zinc and potash. The best process consists in boiling the acid 
for four to six hours with alcoholic potash under an excess pressure of 
400 mm. of mercury. The aqueous solution of the product, when 
saturated with carbonic anhydride and evaporated, deposits the potash 
Salt, which may he obtained in needles by crystallisation. 

OA(SOjE).BT 

Azoxyl&nzenesulphonic acid , I \0, is obtained by de- 

CACSOaH).]^ 

composing its barium salt with dilute sulphuric acid. It forms 
microscopic needles, which are very hygroscopic, and soluble in alcohol, 
ether, and water (m. p. 125°). Only nentral salts could be obtained; 
those of ammonium, potassium, barium, calcium, and lead are de- 
scribed. The barium and lead salts are sparingly soluble in water, 


the others easily soluble. 

Azoxyhenzmes^djpliomc chloride , CwHsNaSaOsCla, is easily produced by 
warming the potassium salt with phosphoric chloride. It is easily 
soluble in benzene and ether, and crystallises from toluene in 
yellowish-red oblique rhombic prisms (in. p. 138°). On heating it 
with water at 140® not only azoxy-, hut also much hydrazo-benzene- 
sulphonic acid is formed. Treated with strong ammonia it yields an 
amide, OwHeNaS^Os (NH 8 ) S , crystallising in yellow monoclinio prisms 
(m. p. 278°), very sparingly soluble in hot water, more easily in 
alcohol. 
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The free azoxy-acid is not acted on by dry bromine. Its solution is 
unaffected by sulphurous acid or by nitrous acid, but hydrogen sulphide 
passed into its ammoniacal solution reduces it to azo-acid. The same 
reduction is effected by sodium amalgam, "whilst acid stannous chloride 
converts it into the hydrazo-acid. 

The author confirms the statements of Mahrenholtz and Gilbert 
with regard to hydrazobenzenesulphonic acid, and describes several 
new salts of it. It cannot be reduced to amido-acid; and neither the 
inverse change, nor the oxidation of azo- to azoxy-acid, can be effected 
by potassium permanganate. Water has little action on it, even at 
240 Dilute hydrochloric acid at 230° partly decomposes it into sul- 
phuric acid and benzidine. In this reaction, benzidinesulphonic acid is 
first formed, and may be detected by heating the hydrazo-acid with strong 
hydrochloric acid at 140° for five hours, evaporating and boiling the 
residue with barium carbonate, when brilliant tables of Griess’s barium 
benzidinesulphonate may he obtained (Annalen, 154, 213). The re- 
action may be thus formulated — 

OaHUHiCSOH), -b H 2 0 = 0 1 ? H u N 2 (S0 3 H) + H 2 S0 4 . 

When hydrazobenzenesulphonic acid is suspended in water, and 
treated with nitrous acid, it yields a diazo-compound, ChHioN^Os- 211^0, 
fully described by Balentine. Boiling with water decomposes this 
compound, thus — 

OJSJfSA + H a O = 2C 6 H 6 S0 4 + 4HT + O, 

the liberated oxygen oxidising a portion of the substance. 

The phenolsnlphonic acid formed yields a barium salt, 

[C 8 H 4 (0H).S0 3 ] 3 Ba.2H 2 0, 

and a potassium salt, CaH 4 ( 0 H).S 0 3 K.l|-H 20 , the solutions of which 
give a violet colour with ferric chloride. Treated with chromic 
mixture, they evolve an odour of quinone : the acid is probably there- 
fore a para-compound. Evaporation with strong nitric acid converts 
the free acid into dinitrophenolsulphomc acid , which yields both a 
neutral and an acid potassium salt. Oh. B. 

Dibrom- and Tetrabrom-hydrazobenzenesulphonic Acids. 
By O. Jobdan (Annalen, 202 , 360 — 371). — Hydrazobenzeuesulphonic 
acid is not acted on by dry bromine ; but when the finely-pow dcred 
acid is covered with at most twice its weight of water, and bn mine 
gradually added until a httle acid remains undissolved, a mixti re of 
tetrabromin&ted and dibrominated derivatives is obtained in solution. 
On concentrating the filtered liquid and allowing it to stand, the tetra- 
brominated acid separates, and may be purified by crystallisation from 
boiling water with the aid of animal charcoal. The process is repeated 
until the mother-liqnor forms a brown syrnp ; from this the dibromo- 
acid may be extracted by evaporating to dryness, dissolving in water, 
precipitating with basic lead acetate, and decomposing the precipitate 
by hydrogen sulphide. By crystallisation from water with aid of 
anim al charcoal it may he obtained pure. 
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Tetralromhydrazobmzenemlplicyriic add , 

0«H a Br 2 (S0 a H).]m.Nn.0 fl H 3 Br a .SOsH + 4H a O, 

is obtained by very slow crystallisation in transparent, almost colonr- 
less, efflorescent tables. When rapidly deposited, the crystals are 
needles with only 2 mols. of water. The acid is easily soluble in 
water, less so in alcohol and ether. It is decomposed by sunlight 
and by heat. At 170°, the crystals become black and insoluble in the 
usual solvents, in acids, or in alkalis. It yields a brown solution 
with concentrated sulphuric acid, from which water separates brown 
flocks. It forms both neutral and acid crystalline salts, of which 
those with ammonium, potassium, barium, calcium, lead, and silver, 
have been prepared, and are fully described. The acid silver salt, 
Ci 3 H 7 Br 4 K 3 Si 0 6 Ag, crystallises from water in oblique rhombic prisms ; 
the neutral salt, C la H 8 Br 4 N 8 S 3 0 <Ag 2 , is obtained by double decomposi 
tion in microscopic tables, scarcely soluble in water. Hot dilute nitric 
acid converts it almost completely into the acid salt. Its ammoniacal 
solution yields on evaporation grey-coloured prisms, 

OuH.Br^NAOsAgCNHi). 

On warming the potassium salt with phosphoric chloride, a dirty 
yellow mass is obtained, which dissolves in ether, but does not crystal- 
lise from it. It is probably an acid chloride ; it melts with decom- 
position above 210°. 

On passing nitrous acid into a solution of the tetrabrominated acid, 
yellow tabular crystals of a diazo-compound, CiiHgBr^SAi, separate. 
They are sparingly soluble iu water or alcohol. The decomposition- 
products with water and hydrobromic acid could not be obtained pure. 

The tetrabrominated acid does not part with its bromine when 
treated with sodium amalgam. Its silver salt is decomposed by water 
at 200—210°, thus — 

ClaHeBriHaSaOeAga + 22^0 = C^H^Br^SaOg + 2AgBr + 0 2 , 

part of the substance being oxidised by the liberated oxygen. 

DiJyromhjdrmobenmmulphonic add , Ci2Hi U Br 2 N" a S 2 0 8 .HaO, crystal- 
lises in delicate colourless needles, which easily form a reddish solution 
in water, but are only sparingly soluble in alcohol or ether. It forms 
neutral and acid salts, of which those with potassium, barium, calcium, 
lead, and silver are described. The silver salt, 
OiaHsBraNaSaObAgj.B^HsO, 

forms dirty white prisms, easily soluble in water, and blackened by 
light. 

An acid chloride could not he obtained. The diazo-compound, 
obtained in the usual way, forms yellow rhombic prisms, which defla- 
grate at 90°. 

The silver salt above mentioned is decomposed by water at 220°, 
yielding metallic silver, some silver bromide, and free acid. 

Ch, B. 

Diazo-compound of Hydrazobenzenesnlphonio Add. By 
W. Balbntinh (Arnalm, 202, 351 — 360). — This diazo-compound, 
OuHioNiSaO* + 2H 2 0, is prepared, either by passing nitrous acid into 
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■water, holding in suspension the finely powdered acid, and precipitating 
with alcohol, or better, by passing the gas into a cold solution of the 
potassium salt of the acid. It is deposited from its warm aqueous solu- 
tion in rhombic tables, or may be precipitated therefrom by alcohol in 
the form of slender needles of a dirty white colour. It is tolerably 
soluble in warm water, but with difficulty in cold water or alcohol, ft 
explodes at 93 — 94°, but slowly gives off nitrogen above 90°, leaving a 
brown amorphous residue, C^Hk&Os, which is not taken up by the 
usual solvents, but dissolves in alkaline solutions, without, however, 
forming crystallisable compounds. When heated with absolute 
alcohol under an excess pressure of 400 mm. of mercury no aldehyde 
is produced, and the amorphous brown product of the action is quite 
insoluble in alcohol, water, ether, or aniline, but soluble in alkalis, 
forming sparingly soluble uncrystalli sable compounds. Analysis 
yielded very discordant results. 

If the solution obtained by passing nitrous acid into potassium 
hydrazobenzenesulphonate until gas begins to be evolved is evaporated 
to dryness, the residue yields by crystallisation acid potassium dinitro- 
phenolsulphonaie , from which the free acid may be extracted by treat- 
ing it with sulphuric acid, and digesting with alcohol and ether. 
Dimtrophenolsulpbonie acid, 0 6 Ha(2 i T02)2(0H).S03H.3H i 0, forms 
greenish oblique rhombic prisms, which dissolve easily in water, less 
easily in alcohol and ether. It decomposes at 160°, and forms both 
acid and neutral salts. The acid potassium salt is yellow, the neutral 
red ; both are readily soluble in water and weak alcohol. Oh. B. 


Action of Sulphuric Acid on Aromatic Sulphydrates. Bv 
R- Otto (Ber. } 13, 1290—1292). — The author confirms the accuracy 
of Stenhouse’s observation (Amalen, 149, 247), that thiophenol is 
converted into phenyl disulphide by the action of sulphuric acid. A 
yellowish-white compound insoluble in alcohol and ether is formed at 
the same time. 


Paratoluene and benzyl sulphydrates undergo analogous clxangos 
when treated with sulphuric acid or sulphuric monochloride. 

W. c. w. 

Beckurts’ Toluenemetasulphonic AcidL By R. Otto (Bar., 13 
1292— 1294).— -A chemical examination of a specimen of Bockurts’ 
toiueuemetasulphomc acid (Ber., 10, 943; and this Journal, 1877, 
2, // 4) shows that this substance is a mixture of toluonopara- and 
ortho-milphomc acids. This result agrees with Fahibcrg’s statement 
(Ber., 12, 1048; and this Journal, 1879, Abst., 804). W O. W 


io? S V f tile Snlplmuc Adds. By R. Otto (Her., 13, 
Syntheses of SulpJwnes.—The sulphones can be 
Kaddy prepared by arming an alcoholic solution of a sodium sxtl- 
phmite with an alcoholic bromide. When the reaction is complete, 
^ 7rvl C< 7^7° IS 7 dl !^ ed the residue poured into water. 
mylphmylsuhhone, PhEtSO,, prepared by this process, crystallises 

Plat v>?vt 20) ’ and is ^th the^flpS 

Chm '' 17 > 458 ) the oxidation of 
ethyl-phenyl sulphide with potassium permanganate; It is easily pre. 
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pared by adding potassium permanganate to a solution of ethyl-phenyl 
sulphide in warm glacial acetic acid. 

JSthylparatoh/lsulphone , Et(C 6 H 4 Me) S0 2 , crystallises in rhombic 
plates (m. p. 56°) insoluble in cold water, but freely soluble in ether, 
benzene, chloroform, and warm alcohol. This substance is also formed 
by the oxidation of ethyl paratolyl sulphide, a colourless liquid (b. p. 
220°, sp. gr. 1*0016 at 17*5°) insoluble in water, but miscible in all 
proportions with alcohol, ether, benzene, and glacial acetic acid. Di- 
benzyhulphone, (CH^PlOaSC^, forms small colourless needles or prisms 
(m. p. 150°) of a silky lustre. It is soluble in benzene, glacial acetic 
acid, and hot alcohol, and is converted by oxidation into benzoic and 
sulphuric acids. 

Paratolylbmzylmlphone , CHaPh.SO^CaHiMe, crystallises in silky 
white needles (m. p. 145°) soluble in alcohol, benzene, and glacial 
acetic acid. Diethyhulphone, Et2S0 2 , has been previously described. 
The author confirms Beckmann’s statement (loc, tit) that this com- 
pound is not attacked by nascent hydrogen. This observation is in 
direct opposition to v. Oefele’s (Ann., 132 , 90). JSthyhnediphenyhul- 
phone, Ph.SOaCH2.OH4.SO2.Ph, forms silky needles or plates (m. p. 
179*5°) sparingly soluble in hot water, more soluble in hot alcohol, 
benzene, and acetic acid. It also dissolves in a dilute solution of 
potash, forming potassium benzenesulpbinate. At 150° ethylidene 
chloride acts on sodium paratoluenesulphinate, forming a compound 
which crystallises from alcohol in needles (m. p. 200°). 

The conversion of the sulphinic acids into sulphones favours the 
hypothesis that these acids are hydrides and do not contain the 
hydroxyl group, and also that the sulphur-atom acts as a hexad and 

~C*H 5 ' 

not as a tetrad, e.g benzenesulphinic acid, 


w. c. w. 


Benzyl Derivatives Containing Sulphur. By E. Otto and E. 
LiJDERS (Per., 13 , 1283 — 1289). — Benzyl -hydrogen sulphide, 
CeHd.CH2.SH, is not converted into the disulphide by the action of 
bromine, but yields an oily liquid, which is transformed into benzyl 
hydrogen sulphide by nascent hydrogen. DibemylsidpJime — 

(C 6 Hd.CH 3 )2SO*, 

can be prepared by oxidising with potassium permanganate a hot 
acetic acid solution of benzyl oxysulphide (m. p. 133°) obtained by 
treating benzyl sulphide with cold nitric acid, sp. gr. 1*3. It is iden- 
tical with the dibenzylsulphone resulting from the action of benzoic 
chloride on sodium benzylsulphinate. 

Benzyl thiobenzoate, PbuCOS-C^Ph, formed by heating benzyl 
hydrogen sulphide and benzoic chloride at 120°, is deposited from an 
alcoholic solution in colourless triclinic crystals, which dissolve freely 
in hot acetic acid, benzene and ether. 

This compound is decomposed by alcoholic potash into benzoic afljfd 
and benzyl-hydrogen sulphide, and is oxidised by potassium perman- 
ganate, forming benzoic and benzenesulphonic acids. 
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Benzyl mlphonio chloride, C7H7.SO2CI, prepared by tbe action of 
phosphorus pentachloride on potassium benzylsulphonate, crystallises 
in yellowish- white silky needles or prisms (m. p. 93°) soluble in warm 
benzene or ether. It is decomposed by hot water, yielding hydro- 
chloric and benzylsxdphonic acids. The sulphonamide, O 7 H 7 .SO 3 .IIH 2 , 
forms white silky needles (m. p. 102 °). 

The sulphonio chloride is converted into benzylsulphonic acid by 
warming with zinc-dust and water, or by reducing the solution in 
benzene to which a few drops of water have been added with sodium 
amalgam. The sodium salt of the acid crystallises in silky plates. 
The free acid is very unstable, and decomposes with evolution of sul- 
phurous anhydride. 

When potassium benzylsulphonate is fused with potash in a retort, 
toluene and a small quantity of benzene distil over, together with a 
white crystalline compound (m. p. 106 — 110°), which is soluble in 
alcohol. W. C. W. 

Synthesis of Ethereal Salts of Thiosulphonates. By E. Otto 
(Ber., 13, 1282 — 1283 ). — Ethyl thiobenzenesulphonate or ethyl phenyl* 
dimlphoxide , PhS0 3 .SEt, is formed on warming an alcoholic solution 
of ethyl bromide and potassium thiobenzenesulphonate (prepared by 
Spring’s method, Her., 7, 1157), viz., by the action of potassium sul- 
phide on benzenesulpbonic chloride. Ethyl thiobenzenesulphonate is 
not attacked by water at 120 °, bnt is easily saponified by potash, and 
decomposed by reducing agents. W . C. W. 

Constitution of Tetranitrodiphenylcarbamide. By S. M. 
Losanitch ( 2 ?er.. 13, 1297). — The dinitraniline (Ber., 11, 1539, this 
Journal, 18/9, Abst., 67) which is formed by the action of water on 
tetranitrodiphenyl-potassium carbamide obtained by treating tetrani- 
trodiphenylcarbamide with alcoholic potash, can be easily converted 
into a-dinitrophenol, which Salkowski (Ber., 7, 373) has shown to 
have the constitution C 6 H 3 ( 0 H)(N 02 )(N 0 3 ) = [1:2:4], 

Tetranitrodiphenylcarbamide must have a similar constitution. 

w. c. w. 

Diphenie Anhydride. By C. Graebe and 0. Mensching ( Ber 13, 
1302 — 1305). — Diphenie anhydride is formed together with di- 
phenylene ketone by the action of one or two molecules of phosphorus 
pentachloride on 1 mol. of diphenie acid. It is also formed together 
with other products of decomposition by tbe distillation of diphenie 
acid. The anhydride is, however, best prepared by dissolving tbe acid 
in strong sulphuric acid at 120 °, and pouring the liquid into water. 
Long-continued boiling in water has no effect on the anhydride. It 
decomposes at the temperature of boiling sulphur, splitting up into 
diphenylene ketone and carbonic anhydride. A phthalein is formed 
when the anhydride is heated with phenol and stannic chloride. It is 
a red crystalline compound, dissolving in alkalis with a red colora- 
tion. Diphenie anhydride also forms a compound with resorcinol. 
A chloride, having the composition C 28 H 16 C 1 2 0 4 (m. p. 128°), is ob- 
tained by gently warming a mixture of diphenie anhydride end phos- 
phorus pentachloride. W\ 0. W\ 
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Diamidotriphenylinetlian©. By 0. Bottinger (Per., 13, 958— 
959). — This is a personal explanation, replying to the remarks of 
0. Fischer (Her., 13, 665) npon the base, OmHuN* (diamidotriphenyl- 
methane). The author contends for the correctness of the melting 
point as given by him (Per., 12, 975). P. P. B. 

Substitution of Phenyl. By Y. Merz and W. Weith (Per., 13, 
1298 — 1302) . — Diphenylamine is formed by heating aniline zinc chloride 
with phenol at 250°, NH 3 Ph + PkOH = NHPh s + H s O. 

By the action of ammonium-zinc chloride (1 part) on phenol 
(2 parts) at 280° for eight hours, a mixture of aniline, diphenylamine, 
and diphenyl ether is obtained. 

Phenyl f3-naphthylamine is prepared by heating aniline and 0-naphthol 
in molecular proportions with an excess of zinc chloride at 180° for six 
hours. The crude product is extracted with hydrochloric acid and 
with a hot solution of soda, and the residue is dried and distilled in 
a vacuum. The pure amine crystallises in colourless needles (m. p. 
108°) which dissolve freely in the usual solvents at their boiling points. 
When 0-naphthol is heated at 200° with twice its weight of ammonium 
zinc chloride, ft-naphthylamine and ft -dinap h thy lamine are formed. The 
product is extracted with hydrochloric acid to remove the ^-naphthyl- 
amine, and boiled with a solution of soda. On dissolving the residue 
in hot benzene, 0 - dinaph thy lamin e is obtained in silver- white plates 
(m. p. 170*5°), soluble in hot acetic acid. W\ 0. W. 

Conversion of a-Naphthylamine into a-Naphthyl Methyl 
lather. By A. Hantzsch (Per., 13, 1347 — 1348). — A good yield of 
a-naphthyl methyl ether, CioH T .OMe, is obtained by the action of zinc 
chloride on a mixture of methyl alcohol aud naphthylamine at 200°. 
The crude product is treated with hydrochloric acid and extracted 
with a mixture of ether aud benzene. On distilling the extract* 
naphthyl-methyl ether passes over at 264° as a colourless oily liquid 
miscible with alcohol, ether, and benzene. With picric acid it forms a 
red crystalline compound. 

The corresponding ethyl ether can only be obtained in small quanti- 
ties by this process. 

jDmethjlnaphthylamwe can be easily prepared by heating naphthyl- 
amine hydrochloride with methyl alcohol at 180°. W. O. W. 

Biebrich Scarlet. By W. v. Miller (Per., 13, 980— 982).— The 
author defends the view that this colouring matter contains the tri- 
sulphonic acid of an azo-compound, Ph.Itf I N.C5H4.N I NCioHs.OH, 
against the assertion of Nietzki (Per., 13, 800), who contends that it 
contains the mono- and di-sulphonic acids only. The author supports 
his position by the analysis of the sulphonic acids obtained by reducing 
the scarlet, from which mixture amidobenzenedisnlphonic acid has 
been obtained, the formation of which can alone be explained by the 
existence of a trisulphonio acid, thus : — 

c 6 h^so 3 h)*.n : N. o 6 h 8 (so 3 b:).n- : ko^oe: + sh s 

(WSO, H),JSTHa + C 6 H a (SOaH)(2ra 3 )* + O 10 H 6 (KH 3 ).OH. 

vol. xxxvm. 3 i 
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The formation of a trisulphonic acid would depend on the conditions 
of temperature in preparing the “ acid-yellow ” from amidazobenzene, 
g,nd it is easy to suppose that the temperature would rise sufficiently 
to produce it. Further, by treating “ acid-yellow ” with 0-naphthol, 
the author has obtained a colouring matter having all the properties 
of Biebrich scarlet. P* B. 

Constitution of Phenanthrene. By Gh Schultz ( Annalen , 203, 
95 — 118). — In previous communications (Annalen, 196, 1 ; JBer., 11, 
215; 12, 235; and this Journal, Abst., 1878, 511; 1879, 538 and 
653), the author has shown, by a comparison of the crystalline form 
(monoclinic tabular crystals) and melting point (73*5°) of the methyl 
salts of diphenic acid from phenanthrene and from metanitrobenzoio 
acid, that these two diphenic acids are identical. He has also pointed 
out that the base melting at 157°, which Struve obtained together 
with benzidine by distilling diamidodiphenic acid with lime or baryta 
(Ber., 10, 75 ; this Journal, 1877, ii, 902) is diamidofluorene , and not 
a diamidodiphenyL 

Diamidofluorene is deposited from an alcoholic solution in grey 
needles, soluble in hot water and in hydrochloric acid. With dilute 
sulphuric acid, it yields a sparingly soluble salt. The crystals change 
colour on exposure to the air, and are easily attacked by oxid i s in g 


Diaceta midofluoren e, Ci 3 H b (HHAc) 2 , crystallises in white glistening 
plates, which begin to decompose at 250°. 

OaHs^— -5rOa 

Mononitrodiphenylme ketone, | /CO , prepared by dissolving 

CflH* 

diphenylene ketone in cold fuming nitric acid, is insoluble in water, 
but dissolves in hot alcohol benzene, xylene, glacial acetic acid, or 
amyl alcohoL It forms needle-shaped crystals or plates (m. p. 220°), 
which sublime readily. By the action of warm nitric acid, it is con- 
verted into the dinitro-derivative (m. p. 290°), which on reduction 
with tin and hydrochloric acid yields a new base (m. p. 286°), freely 
soluble in ethyl and amyl alcohols and in ethyl acetate. 

fi-Dhutrodiphenic acid is formed, together with the a- modification, 
when nitric acid acts on diphenic acid. The isomeric acids are sepa- 
rated by means of the greater solubility of the barium salt of the 
j3-acid. It can also be prepared by heating phenanthraquinone with 
a mixture of strong sulphuric and nitric acids, and pouring the crude 
product into water, when dinitrophenanthraquinone is precipitated. 
The mother-liquor deposits dinitrodiphenic acid when left at rest. 
The precipitate of dinitrophenanthraquinone is extracted with boiling 
acetic acid, which leaves the ordinary modification undissolved. On 
oxidising the acetic acid solution with chromic acid, a mixture of st- 
and /3-dinitrodiphenic acids is obtained, which is separated by conver- 
sion into the barium salts and fractional crystallisation. 

fi-Dinitrod iphenic acid forms needle-shaped crystals (m. p. 297°), 
iffesoluble in cold water, but soluble in alcohoL Its salts are freely 
soluble in water. Barium fi-dinitrophenate crystallises with 4 mols. 
33*0 in large transparent triclinic prisms. The methyl salt crystallises 
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in pale yellow monoolinic plates (m. p. 131°), whilst methyl a-ddmtro- 
phenate forms small yellow monoclinic prisms (m. p. 177°). 

The author represents the constitution of diamidodiphenic acid and 
the diphenyl-derivatives by the following formula : — 

Diamidodipbenio acid. 

NH a .(COOH) C a H 8 ,CeH 8 (COOH)!NHa [1 : 3 : 4: 2 : 4]. 

a-Dinitrodipbemc add. 

(N0 3 )(OOOH)0 6 H 3 .C 6 H3(OOOH)CN0 2 ) [1:3:4: 2:4]. 

Diphenic add. 

(COOH)H4C a .O a H 4 (COOH) [1:2: 2]. 

W. 0. W. 

A Bromo-derivative of Nicotine. By A. Cahotjrs and A. Btard 
(Corrupt, rend., 90 , 1315 — 131?). — One part of nicotine is dissolved in 
50 parts of water, and 2 mols. of bromine added for every mol. of 
nicotine. A yellow flocculent resinous-looking precipitate falls, which, 
together with the mother-liquor, is heated gently to 65 — 70°, more 
bromine being added if required. The whole is then filtered and 
allowed to cool, when an abundant crystallisation of the bromo-deri- 
vative takes place. The undissolved portion treated separately with 
water at 70° yields a crystalline deposit similar to the preceding. 

The crystals are in the form of red needles often more than 1 mm. 
in length, and are similar in colour to potassium dichromate. They 
are unalterable in the air, but are decomposed by water at a tem- 
perature higher than 70°. When dissolved in concentrated hydro- 
bromic acid, they assimilate a molecule of HBr, forming the hydro- 
bromide of the original derivative. 

Analysis showed that the formula of the bromo-derivative is 
CioHuNsBr*. Huber’s pentabromide is therefore probably the hydro- 
bromide above mentioned, but the formttla given to it by Huber con- 
tains 3 atoms less of hydrogen. 

The tetrabromo-nicotine is decomposed and destroyed by an aqueous 
solution of potash. J. W. 

Homatropine. By A. Ladenburg (Bar., 13, 1340).— On recrystal- 
lisation from absolute etber, homatropine is deposited in colourless 
transparent prisms, which melt between 95*5° and 98 ’5°. The crys- 
tals are hygroscopic, although they do not dissolve freely in water. 

W. 0. w. 

Non-identity of the Soluble Albuminoids of Crystallin with 
those of White of Egg and Serum. By A. B£ champ (Gompt. 
rend., 90 , 1255 — 1258). — Many experimenters have examined this 
subject, but the results of their work do not appear to agree either 
among themselves or with those of the author. On the part of the 
latter, long and careful experiments have led him to conclude — (1) 
that the soluble portion of crystallin contains two distinct albumins 
clearly separable the one from the other, thus confirming the original 
observation of Pr6my. (2) The substantial unity of the albuminoid 
substances must be denied, and their specific plurality affirmed. 

3 1 22 
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The coagulating power of these bodies was regarded as a property 
of only secondary importance; tb eir purity was determ in ed by imme- 
diate analysis and by their constant rotatory power, the latter pro- 
perty especially being adopted as the best criterion of the purity of 
these uncrystallisable substances. The following matters were isolated 
and characterised. 

Soluble Phacozymctse. — This substance remains dissolved in water 
after the solution has been precipitated by alcohol. Its aqueous 
solution begins to coagulate about 55°, and becomes violet when 
boiled for a few seconds with strong hydrochloric acid. It liquefies 
starch-paste, converting it into dextrin and possibly into dextrose. Its 
rotatory power for (a)j = 41° to the left. 

Crystalbumin is precipitable from its solution by alcohol. Its 
laevorotatory power in acetic solution for (ct)j = 80*3°, in ammoniacal 
solution = 76 6°. Like phacozymase, it turns violet when boiled in 
strong hydrochloric acid, but, unlike egg and serum albumin, its 
combination with basic lead acetate is not decomposed by carbonic 
anhydride. 

The crude solution from crystallin has a rotatory power of 47T°, 
which is very nearly the mean of the numbers already given. The 
insoluble portion of crystallin is in acetic solution laevorotatory to the 
extent 76*3°. It is. however, a mixture, for when dissolved in dilute 
hydrochloric acid it yields a precipitate on addition of ammonia, 
and this when redissolved in acetic acid has a rotatory power of 80*2°, 
the same as that of crystalbumin. This crystalfibrin is only slightly 
and with difficulty coloured violet by boiling in strong hydrochloric 
acid. 

None of the above-mentioned rotatory powers are exactly identical 
with those of the albumins obtained from white of egg, from blood- 
serum, or from casein. J. W. 

Lecithin and Nuclein in Yeast. By 0. Loew (Pflug. ArcMv. 
Ph/s , 22, 62 — 68). — This paper is chiefly a criticism of Hoppe- 
Seyler's work on the subject, the author being of opinion that his 
(Hoppe-Seyler’s) method of preparation, estimation, &c., was unsatis- 
factory. Great stress is laid on the readiness with which these bodies 
are decomposed by acids and alkalis, and an experiment is detailed 
showing that traces only of lecithin can be obtained from feebly acid 
yeast. The variable proportion of phosphorus (2 — 9 per cent.) found 
in nuclein from various Bources, is, the author thinks, reason enough 
to doubt their identity. *\y. N. 

Carbonyl-haemoglobin. By T. Weyl and B. v. Anrep (Bar., 
13, 1294 — 1296). — The compound of haemoglobin with oxygen is 
rapidly converted into methaemoglobin by potassium permanganate 
and other oxidising agents, whilst the compound with carbonic oxide is 
only slowly attacked. On the addition of a few drops of amm o nium 
sulphide to a solution of methaemoglobin, rednction takes place, and 
Ip absorption-bands characteristic of this body disappear. On passing 
Ay gen through the liquid, the oxygen-compound of haemoglobin is 
formed if the blood originally contained oxygen, but if it contained 
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carbonic oxide, then carbonyl-hsemoglobin is produced. This shows 
that oxygen-methasmoglobin is totally distinct from carbonyl-methaamo- 
globin, although they both exhibit the same spectrum. 

Detection of Ca/rbonic Oxide in Blood . — The blood must be preserved 
in a cold dark room, out of contact with air. Carbonic oxide is absent 
when ammonium sulphide or ferrous ammonium tartrate does not 
cause a reduction to haemoglobin. It is present when the addition of a 
few drops of dilute (0*025 per cent.) solution of potassium permanganate 
leaves the blood red and clear, and does not produce methsemoglobin in 
20 minutes. A similar quantity of the oxidising solution, added to 
fresh blood shaken with air, should change the colour to yellow, and 
produce a turbidity. 

One per cent, solution' of catechol or quinol at 40° may be used 
instead of potassium permanganate. W. C. W. 


Physiological Chemistry- 


Influence of Glycerol on the Decomposition of Proteids in 
the Animal Body. By N. Tschirwinsky (Zeits. /. Biologic , 15, 
252 — 260). — This paper is a sequel to the preceding, the chief dif- 
ference in the experiments being that this observer allowed the dog no 
fat, in order that the effect of the glycerol on the proteid metamor- 
phosis might be the more evident, and used very much larger quan- 
tities. 

The general result was an increase in the quantity of urine, and a 
slight fall in the elimination of urea. 

The effect of large doses of glycerol appears to be sometimes hemo- 
globinuria, and the urine frequently contains a substance which 
reduces copper solution (Ustimowitsch Plosz), and which is not sugar. 
Catillon finds that glycerol passes unchanged into the urine, when 
4 — 6 grams are given for every kilogram of body weight. He estimates 
it in the urine by evaporating at 100°, extracting with alcohol, and 
evaporating the alcoholic solution to a syrupy consistence ; in normal 
urine, the relation of the weight of this residue to the urea is 1*5 : 1. 

The author then describes a method of estimating glycerol, based on 
the fact that it dissolves copper oxide in presence of excess of alkali, 
and calculates that in his experiments glycerol in quantities varying 
from 37 per cent, to 60 per cent, of the quantity given were eliminated 
unchanged with the urine. W. H. 

Influence of Glycerol on Proteid Tissue Change. ByL. 
Lbwbt {Zeits. /. Biologic , 15, 243 — 251). — After some preliminary 
remarks on the chemical relations of glycerol, the author quotes 
Lauder Lindsay, Benavente, Davasse, and others, as to the fattening 
properties of glycerol. Catillon’s experiments are discussed in sortie 
detail as the first real attempt to settle the question as to whether 
glycerol is a food or not. 



818 


ABSTRACTS OF CHEMICAL PAPERS. 


Catillon found that guinea-pigs winch maintained their weight on a 
certain diet gamed one-fifteenth to one-tenth when 1 gram of glycerol 
was added. The same observer found that glycerol diminished the 
amo un t of urea excreted in man : hence he came to the conclusion that 
glycerol was a food in Volt’s sense, “that it diminished the consump- 
tion of albuminoids.” The author admits that the increase of weight 
after glycerol is well nigh proven, but remarks that excess of water 
will produce the same effect, and further that Catillon’s experiments 
were on his own showing of doubtful value, since the diet was not 
regulated. 

Immanuel Munk experimented on a dog in nitrogenous equilibrium, 
and found that doses up to 25 grams and 30 grams produced no appre- 
ciable effect on the proteid metamorphosis, whilst a dose of 40 grams 
caused diarrhoea. 

The author made experiments on a dog, and the results are tabulated. 
The first table shows that nitrogenous equilibrium was maintained 
on a diet of 750 grams meat and 150 grams fat. The second table 
shows the effect of glycerol, i.e., a slight increase in the urea eliminated, 
the average daily excretion being in the first case 51*84 grams, and in 
the second, 53*35 grams ; the reverse was the case in Catillon’s experi- 
ments. 

The glycerol increases the amount of urine, and after discussing the 
possibility that the effects produced may be due to this diuresis, the 
author comes to the conclusion that glycerol exerts no inflnence on the 
total of proteid metamorphosis, as fats and carbohydrates have been 
shown to do, and which he illustrates by experiments on the same dog 
in a somewhat striking manner. 

Doses of 300 grams of glycerol were found to be poisonous, pro- 
ducing tonic and clonic spasms, and incontinence of urine and 
faces. 

Davasse, Das Glycerin , fibers, von Zeisse, Wien, 1860, 15 ; Ebstein u. 
Muller, Berl., Klin. Wochenschr., 1875, Nr. 5; Schleioh, Wurtemb. 
GorrespondblaM , 44, 1874, Nr. 34; Catillon, JStude dee PropriJtes 
Physiologiqnes et Therapeutiques de la Glycerin; Arch. d. Physiol. Normale 
et Patholog ., 1877, Nos. 1, 2 ; Munk, Verkandl. d&r Physiol. Qes., zu 
Berlin, 13th Dec., 1878; Ustimowitsch, PJlug&r’s Archiv Bd. IS, 
453; Schultzeu, Berlin , Klin. Wochenschr., 1872, Nr. 35; Harnack, 
Archiv. /. Kin. Med., 13, 6. W. N. 

Influence of the Supply of Water, the Secretion of Sweat, 
and Muscular Labour on the Elimination of Nitrogenised 
Decomposition Products. By H. Oppenheim (Pflug&r's Archiv . 
Physiol 22, 40—41). — During a 35 days’ experiment, in which he 
was in a state of nitrogenous equilibrium, the author investigated the 
effect of varying physical conditions on the elimination of urea, with 
the following general results : — 

(1.) Increased ingestion of water continued for some time produces 
at first an increase in the elimination, which gradually diminishes, 
until the quantity falls below normal, so that the average over the 
period is very little affected. 

(2.) Injection of pilocarpine produced no especial effect either on the 
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nitrogen of the urine or feces, even when water was taken to make up 
tor the loss sustained by the increased secretion of sweat and saliva, 
(3.) Muscular labour appears to increase the nitrogen eliminated 
only when carried to the extent of producing dyspnoea, and this is due 
not to increased muscular activity but to the new conditions which are 
set up. W. IT. 


Chemistry of Vegetable Physiology and Agriculture- 

Influence of Air on Fermentation. By E. C. Hansen (Bied. 
Centr ., 1880, 479 — 480). — By passing air through a fermenting mash, 
the number of yeast cells is increased twice or three times as much as if 
no air were bubbled through, and about twice the quantity of liquid 
is fermented, thus showing that a constant supply of oxygen is very 
favourable to fermentation. J. K. C. 

Schizomycetie Fermentations. Part VL By A. Fitz (Ber., 
13, 1309 — 1312). — On fermentation, calcium lactate yields a trace of 
alcohol, propionic acid, and a small quantity of succinic acid. In a 
second experiment with a different kind of ferment, propionic and 
normal valeric acids were formed, together with calcium carbonate 
and a small quantity of ethyl alcohol. When Pasteur’s butyric acid 
ferment is used, the chief product is butyric acid ; small quantities of 
ethyl and butyl alcohol are also produced. 

In the preparation of butyl alcohol from glycerol, the relative quan- 
tities of ethyl and butyl alcohols vary with the nature of the ferment. 
A small quantity of propyl alcohol is also obtained. In the fermenta- 
tion of calcium glycerate by means of a species of bacillus , the chief 
product is formic acid, but a small quantity of methyl alcohol and acetic 
acid is also produced. W. 0. W. 

Influence of Fermentation on the Nitrogenous Constituents 
of Potato Mash. By P. Bihrend and A. Morgen (Bied. Gentry 1880, 
486 — 487). — During fermentation, the soluble acid amides become con- 
verted into amido-acids with loss of ammonia, which goes to the 
nourishment of the yeast ; it appears also that more albumin is present 
in the fermented mash than in the unfermented, and this seems to 
point to the conclusion that during the fermenting process albumin 
has been built up from the amido-compounds through the agency of 
the yeast. J. K. 0. 

Influence of Boric Acid on Acetous Fermentation. By 
A. Herzen (Bied. Oeritr 1880, 487 — 488).— Boric acid appears to have 
no influence on the conversion of sugar into alcohol, but if added to a 
wine undergoing acetous fermentation, it entirely prevents further 
decomposition. The circumstance that boric acid is not a poison for 
most microscopic plants and for Mycoderma cerevisuB , favours the 
assumption that the decomposition of alcohol into acetic acid is a 
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purely chemical process, which is in some way prevented by the pre- 
sence of boric acid. In order to test the truth of this assumption, 
into a flask A was poured 100 c.c. of distilled water, 10 per cent, pure 
alcohol, and a drop from the surface of a fermenting wine, full of 
Mycoderma acetL Flask B contained 100 c.c. distilled water, 5 per cent, 
pure acetic acid, and a drop of the same wine.. Flask C received 
100 c.c. distilled water, 5 per cent, pure acetic acid, 5 per cent, satu- 
rated boric acid solution, and a drop of the decomposing wine. All 
three were closed with cotton wool, and placed in a bath at 25° 0. The 
result was that after eight days there was nothing to be seen in the 
liquid in flask A, a strong development of mycoderma in flask B, and 
a less strong in flask 0. This experiment then shows that Mycoderma 
aceti lives at the cost of the acetic acid already formed, and not on the 
alcohol ; that the appearance of mycoderma in wine is rather a con- 
sequence than the cause of the chemical decomposition, and that boric 
acid, if it retards the development of mycoderma, has not the power 
to prevent it in solutions which contain acetic acid ready formed. 

J. K. O. 

Nutrition of the Drosera. By E. Regel (Bied. O&ntr ., 1880, 
482). — Contrary to Rees and Darwin, the anthor finds that these 
plants thrive best when not treated with animal food, and is of opinion 
that their sustenance is properly derived through the roots. 

J. K. C. 

Loss of Dried Substance in Plants during Ripening. By 
Mabi£-Davt and others (Bied. Centr., 1880, 440 — 441). — The authors 
have observed this fact in connection with wheat, barley, sugar-canes, 
Ac., and concur in the opinion that during the ripening period the 
plant expels through its roots a certain quantity of superfluous material. 

J. K. C. 

Chemical Changes in Frozen and Rotten Potatoes. By H. 
Czubata (Bied. Oentr., 1880, 472 — 474). — It appears that by freezing, 
the amonnt of sugar in the tuber is doubled, starch undergoing a cor- 
responding diminution, while part of the protein passes from the 
coagul&ble to the soluble form. During the process of rotting, the 
potato loses half its nitrogenous constituents and the whole of the 
sugar. J. K. O. 

Digestibility and Nutritive Value of Acorns. By H. Weiskb, 
G. KENNEPom, and B. Schulze (Bied. Centr ., 1880,431 — 434). — As 
fodder for pigs, acorns have been found very beneficial. The object of 
the authors was to ascertain their value as bye-fodder in conjunction 
with hay in the case of sheep. Their experiments show that acorns 
tend to lessen the digestibility of hay in the same manner as bean 
and starch meal, whilst alone they have no special value and belong to 
the class of foods poor in nitrogen, such as potatoes and turnips. 

J. K. C. 

Methods proposed for Cleansing Lupines. By E. Wildt 
(Bied Centr. , 1880, 434 — 436). — The bitter taste and poisonous quali- 
ties of lupines, due to the presence of alkaloids, prevent their use as 
fodder. Several methods of removing these alkaloids hare been sug- 
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gested: washing -with dilute acid removes them entirely, "but the 
nutritive value of the plants is very much diminished by the process ; 
washing with soda is not sufficient to remove the alkaloids, and the 
same may be said of the use of water alone ; and up to the present no 
satisfactory process has been discovered. J. K. C. 

Cultivation of Beetroot. By L. Yilmorin (Bied. CJentr., 1880, 
437 — 439). — Experiments were made with Hie view of ascertaining 
the effect of deep ploughing on the yield of beetroot crops. The 
results showed that deep ploughing has a very favourable influence on 
the quantity of the crop, but in order to ensure the best quality the 
plants must be sown near together. J. K. C. 

Permeability of Soil for Air. By F. Eenk (Zeitsclr. Biobgie , 15, 
205 — 242). — After discussing the importance of the question, the diffi- 
culty of the inquiry from the very various considerations it involves ; 
and referring to the work of other experimenters on the subject, the 
author proceds to describe his method of experimenting. Munich 
gravel was the material used, and this was divided first into sand and 
gravel, and each further subdivided into coarse, medium, and fine 
by sifting. Tin cylinders, closed at the end by wire gauze of various 
fineness (the advantages of gauze over wool for this purpose are dwelt 
upon) were used to contain the material. These cylinders measured 
25 cm. to 45 cm. by 5 cm., and were fitted with arrangements for 
passing the air through them. The size is insisted on, as a closer 
resemblance to the natural state of things is thereby attained, because 
the space between any given series of particles and the side of the 
vessel is greater than the intervals between the particles themselves 
when closely packed, and this error is the less the larger the contain- 
ing vessel be, within limits. A gasometer was used for containing the 
air and an ordinary good gas meter for measuring. Each experiment 
lasted 1 minute, with very dense material 10 minutes. Two lengthy 
tables of results are given : JSTo. 1 showing the number of litres of air 
passed per minute under various pressures given in mm. of water, 
No. 2 shows the actual amount passed during fixed times and under 
fixed pressures. Coarse sand and gravel show an exception to the 
rule that the amount of air passed varies as the pressure. 

From the first series of experiments, the author concludes that when 
air under pressure streams through a porous material the volumes of 
air passed through are proportional to the variations of pressure so 
long as the rate of flow is not more than 0*062 meter per second ; if 
this limit is passed, the volume of air increases in a smaller ratio than 
the pressure, and the proportion diminishes, the greater the speed of 
the stream of air. 

The next point taken up is the effect of varying the thickness of the 
layer of soil, and from his experiments the author concludes that wheu 
air under equal pressures passes through layers of homogeneous mate- 
rials of different thicknesses the quantity passed through is propor- 
tional to the thickness of the layers provided the rate of flow does not 
exceed 0'062 meter per second; at greater rates, it diminishes in 
proportion as the thickness of the layer diminishes. 
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Next the effect of varying porosity is considered. The difficulty of 
determining porosity is discussed and author’s method described, 
which is as follows A cylinder of known volume is filled with the 
material by shak ing, pressing, and hammering, and then turning the 
contents into a measuring glass half full of water and reading off the 
amount of absorption which takes place. This part of the subject 
requires consideration under two heads : — Istly, where the total 
porosity of the specimens is equal, but the width of the pores is vari-i 
able; and 2ndly, where the width of the pores is equal but the total 
volumes variable. 

The results are given in the following table, which shows the vary- 
ing resistance to the passage of air very markedly : — 

Table. 



GraveL 

Sand. 


Fine. 

Coarse. 

Medium. 

Fine. 

Number of experiments. 

86 

87 

88 

89 

90 

Volume of cylinder .... 

981 

981 

981 

981 

981 


grams. 

grams. 

grams. 

grams. 

grams. 

Weight of material . . . . 

1638 

1688 

1638 

1463 

1468 


per cent. 

percent. 

per cent. 

per cent. 

per cent. 

Estimated yoL of pores 

87 9 

87*9 

87*9 

55-5 

65 -5 

Pressure in mm. of water 

20 

20 

20 

20 

20 

Air passed (liters) * * , , 

15-54. 

6-91 

1-28 

0*112 

0*00133 


After referring to the results of other experimenters (Gueront, Oomph 
rend., 75; Schurmann and 0. E. Meyer) on the passage of gases 
through capillary tubes and similar resistances, he concludes that 
the width of the pores has an important influence on the total per- 
meability of the soil, to this extent : that by comparison of two speci- 
mens of soil of equal volume, but of which the individual particles 
were of different sizes, the pore volume and transverse sections equal, 
and under equal pressures, it was found that the quantity of air passed 
through the one might be 20,000 times greater than the quantity passed 
through the other in the same time. 

When the pores are of equal size, hut the total pore volume varies, 
the quantity of air which passes varies as the area of section of the 
containing vessels. 

The details of further experiments with loosely packed and wet soils 
are given, and the author then proceeds to summarise the results of 
all the experiments as follows: — When air under pressure flows 
through a soil, the quantity which passes through is directly pro- 
portional to the pressure and inversely proportional to the thickness 
of the stratum, provided only that the rate of flow does not exceed 
0*062 meter per second. If this limit be passed, the proportion changes 
and the volume of air passing through diminis hes in a smeller ratio 
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as the pressure diminishes and the thickness of the stratum increases, 
and vice versd. 

Porosity, by which only one property of a body is understood, viz., 
the existence of spaces throughout its apparent mass, has a double 
influence. 1st, in different soils whose pores are of equal dimen- 
sions, under equal pressure, the volume of air passed through is pro- 
portional to the total pore volume ; and 2ndly, when the pores are of 
different dimensions, but the total pore volume is the same, it is pos- 
sible in extreme cases, that the quantity of air passing through one 
sample may be 20,000 times greater than through another. 

An alteration of these factors occurs when a soil is loosened, for 
then not only the size of the individual spaces, but also their total 
volume, is increased; with fine soils, i.e., soils with fine pores, a relatively 
greater permeability results than with soils whose pores are larger. 

The wetting of soils by rain has, according to the width of the 
pores, a very different effect ; soils whose pores are large may be but 
slightly affected, whereas soils with fine pores may be rendered prac- 
tically impermeable. 

When a soil freezes, its permeability is lowered, and this not only 
in consequence of the expansion of the water by frost, but also and 
chiefly because the water when frozen is no longer moveable in the 
pores. W. NT. 

Influence of Shade on the Amount of Carbonic Anhydride 
in the Air of the Soil. By E. Wollnt (Bied. Oentr ., 1880, 402 — 
405). — Three zinc cylinders were filled to the height of half a meter 
with damp sandy soil into which a glass tube was sunk for half the 
depth in order to draw off the air: one cylinder was covered with 
grass, another with straw, and the third was left open. Experiments 
carried on during the warmer season of the year showed that during 
this time the air of soil shaded by green plants contained much less 
carbonic anhydride than when the sou was covered by dead plants or 
left open, whereas the opposite is the case during the colder seasons. 
The author has formerly proved that the air under growing plants 
during warm weather is both colder and drier than that which is not 
so shaded, and in this we have the reason why less carbonic anhydride 
is present. The author finds the amount of carbonic anhydride to 
diminish in proportion to the density of the green plants. 

*T . K* O. 

Difference between Loam and Clay. (Bied. Omtr n 1880, 480— 
481). — By a process of elutriation, the very fine parts were separated 
from the coarser and subjected to a quantitative analysis; it was 
found that the ohief difference between loam and day consisted in the 
fine portions of the latter containing 13 to 14 per cent, of calcium car- 
bonate, of which the loam contained none, but was correspondingly 
richer in silicates. J. IL C. 

Permeation of Vegetable Matter by Water. By W, RigIiBr 
(Bied. Oentr.j 1880, 406—408). — A gentle stream of water was allowed 
to play on beach and pine litter and on sphagnum; the amount of 
water which trickled through was measured. It was fbmid that a 
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downfall of 10 mm. of water was reduced on the first day to 8 by 
beech straw, to 8*8 by the pine, and to 4*3 mm. . by the sphagnum. 
Perfectly dry straw does not absorb water very quickly, a certain pro- 
portion of mo isture being necessary to give the most favourable con- 
ditions. J. K. 0. 

The Best Mode of Applying Artificial Manure to Potatoes. 
By M. Marckeb (j Bied. Gentry 1880, 409 — 418) —Experiments were 
carried on for four years with several different kinds of potatoes, and 
in soil of very varied quality, to ascertain what kinds of artificial 
manures were most suitable and in what proportions they should be 
used, whether alone or in combination with other kinds of dung, 
W hen artificial manures were used alone, the best effect was produced 
by a mixt ure of Chili saltpetre and Baker superphosphate in the pro- 
portion of one of the former to two of the latter. The saltpetre by 
itself was productive of very good results, but the use of superphos- 
phate alone was found to be a failure. In combination, however, 
with stable manure, each separately produced about the same effect, 
but when used together in the same proportions as given before, their 
influence on the crop was still more favourable. Salts of ammonia 
were of no use, the nitrogen being apparently not absorbed until 
oxidised to nitric acid. J. K. C. 


Analytical Chemistry. 


Meyer's Vapour-density Determinations. By L. Meter (Her., 
13, 991 — 992). — The author describes an arrangement by which the 
error described by V. Meyer (Ber., 13, 813 — 814) may be avoided, 
which results from the introduction of air into the apparatus when 
the bottle containing the substance is brought into the apparatus. The 
arrangement consists in closing the apparatus by a caoutchouc stop- 
per, in which fits a glass tube closed at the upper end and open at the 
lower end ; into this the tube containing the substance under experi- 
ment is introduced. It is held in its. position by means of a piece of 
iron wire passing through the caoutchouc stopper, and bent below so 
as to form a support for the tube, whilst above it is bont at right 
angles so to form a handle, by which at the desired time it may be 
turned round. In this way the support can he removed from below 
the tube, when it drops down into the heated part of the apparatus. 
To avoid the water being earned over through the side tube whilst 
the tube is falling, a small bulb is blown on the side tube. 

P. P. B. 

New Alkalimetries! Method for Estimating Phosphoric Acid. 
By 0. ScHLicxtjM (Arch. Pharm. [3], 15, 325— 334).— When litmus is 
used as an indicator during the addition of an alkaline hydrate to 
phosphoric acid, the neutral point is reached as soon as the hydrogen 
of the acid is half replaced by metal. 
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If tincture of cochineal is employed, the yellow colour imparted to 
it by the acid changes to violet-red when one-third of the hydrogen of 
the acid is replaced by the metal, that is, when a monometallic phos- 
phate is formed. Cochineal therefore serves to indicate the stage at 
which phosphoric acid is one-third saturated ; the presence of other 
acids does not interfere, since they are neutralised by the alkali before 
the phosphoric acid : hence when phosphates are to be estimated, 
normal nitric add is added and titrated. 

Phosphoric acid in the presence of magnesium sulphate can be pre- 
cipitated as MgNHJPO* by addition of normal ammonia, and each 
molecule of acid requires 3 mols. of ammonia for its complete precipi- 
tation : 1 mol. of a monometallic phosphate similarly requires 2 mols. 
ammonia. The end of the precipitation process can be judged by 
litmus, which remains violet-red until a drop of ammonia in excess is 
added, which turns it blue : if excess of ammonia has been added it 
may be titrated back by standard acid after separating the precipitate. 

When it is to be estimated by the following process, phosphoric acid 
must be present either as free acid or as a monometallic salt: all 
other phosphates may be converted into the monometallic salt by 
addition of nitric or hydrochloric acid until cochineal tincture is 
turned yellow. 

The process consists in adding sufficient magnesium sulphate and 
some tincture of litmus, and then running in normal ammonium 
hydrate until no further precipitate forms and the litmus changes from 
violet-red to blue : towards the end of the reaction, the precipitate 
settles very rapidly, and it is necessary to allow a few seconds between 
each addition of ammonia to complete the change. As soon as the 
addition of the last drop of ammonia has produced no change of colour 
the volume of ammonia used is read off. To calculate the amount of 
phosphoric acid present, it is only necessary to multiply by the factor 
0*098 one- third the number of cubic centimeters of ammonia solution 
used if free phosphoric acid was being titrated, and one-half the 
number of cubic centimeters if a monometallic phosphate was present. 
Excess of ammonia may be titrated back with normal acid, after first 
separating the liquid from the precipitate. 

If calcium is present, it must either be removed or precipitated as 
sulphate by heating nearly to boiling with sodium sulphate and allow- 
ing it to stand for half an hour: the solution containing a little dis- 
solved calcium sulphate may be poured off and mixed with magnesium 
sulphate and litmus, or the removal of the precipitate may be ueglected. 
It is, however, necessary that the calcium phosphate should first be 
converted into the monocalcium phosphate by normal nitric acid and 
cochineal, or by normal ammonia as the case may be, and the quantity 
of either of these normal solutions employed measures the amount of 
calcium present. E. 0. 

Action of Ammonium Citrate on Phosphates. By A. Geupe 
andB. Tollbns (J5er., 13, 1267 — 1270).— Dicalcium phosphate dis- 
solves in an alkaline solution of ammonium citrate with the formation 
of ammonium phosphate and calcium citrate, the latter being soluble 
in an excess of the ammonium salt. Tricalcic phosphate is less soln- 
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ble than the diphosphate in ammonium citrate, in order to estimate 
the phosphoric acid in this solution, three times the amount of magnesia 
mixture required by theory should be added ; a larger excess is to he 
avoided. The precipitate invariably contains lime, which can be re- 
moved by dissolving the washed precipitate in hydrochloric acid and 
reprecipiting with ammonia. W. 0. W. 

Valuation of Zinc and Zinc-dust. By F. Beilstein and L. 
Jawein (Ber., 13, 947 — 951). — The samples of zinc or zinc-dust are 
dissolved in hydrochloric acid, the hydrogen liberated is collected in 
an apparatus from which it expels water, and from the weight of the 
latter the hydrogen liberated is calculated. For a description of the 
apparatus and the precautions necessary to obtain accurate results, 
the original must be consulted. P. p. B. 

Valuation of Copper for Roofing. By A. Muller (Ber., 13, 
1014— -1016). — The author proposes submitting for equal length of 
time pieces of sheet copper of equal size, to the action of hydrochloric 
acid fumes, then to a solution of hydrochloric acid of 15—20 per cent., 
and after exposure to the air, dipping them into nitric acid of about 
10 per cent. ]ST 2 0 3 . Different varieties of copper are variously attacked ; 
ana when their surfaces are examined microscopically data are ob- 
tained sufficient to form an opinion as to the suitability of the copper 
for roofing. Some samples are attacked uniformly over the whole 
surface, giving a roughened surface only, whilst others are corroded 
deeply here and there ; the latter kinds would be unsuitable for roofing 
purposes. P. P. B. 

Quantitative Determination of Acetone in Methyl Alcohol. 
By Gk Kramer (Ber., 13, 1000 — 1005). — The method consists in 
weighing the iodoform obtained by shaking up 1 c.o. of the alcohol 
with 10 c.c. of double normal soda solution and 5 c.c. of double normal 
iodine solution. To remove the iodoform, 10 c.c. of ether free from 
alcohol are shaken up with the mixture, and an aliquot part of the 
ether drawn off and evaporated on a weighed watch-glass. The 
increase of weight of the watch-glass gives the iodoform contained in 
the ether, from which the amount of acetone may be calculated. 
b Ethyl alcohol, acetic acid, and propyl alcohol, when treated as above, 

f ive no iodoform, whereas isopropyl alcohol yields iodoform. Aldo- 
yde does not give the theoretical amount ; ketones containing methyl 
groups, e.g., methyl ethyl ketone, methyl hexyl and methyl phenyl 
ketones also yield iodoform, and an acid containing 1 atom of carbon 
less than the ketone. p. p. jj. 

Estimation of Starch in Sausages. By H. Frioklinger (Arch. 
Pharm. [3], 16, 234—235). — The presence of starch, introduced into 
meat sausages as bread or wheaten flour, is an adulteration. Its 
amount has usually been determined by conversion into sugar by 
digestion with dilute sulphuric acid, and then titrating the sugar with 

X ir solution: the starch is considered to be entirely converted 
icdina solution imparts no blue or violet coloration. The author 
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points out that the intermediate product, dextrin, has no action on 
starch, and hence the iodine reaction cannot be employed : he found 
that from one-third to one-half of the starch is not found if the iodine 
test is used. The following method is recommended : A known weight 
of the sausage in thin slices is digested at 100° with water containing 
5 per cent, of sulphuric acid, until a filtered portion of the liquid 
yields no farther precipitate with alcohol. The liquid is filtered, the 
residue well washed, and after making the solution alkaline with soda, 
the sugar is titrated with copper solution. F. 0. 

Comparative Examination of the most important kinds of 
Commercial Gum Arabic. By E. Masing (Arch. Phzrm. [3], 15, 
216 — 234). — 10 per cent, solutions of the gums clarified by standing 
were nsnally employed, but in some cases dilution down to 5 per cent, 
■was necessary, owing to the liquid being too tenacious : clarification 
was seldom necessary. The following reagents were employed, and 
the solubility of the precipitate in excess of the reagents was tested by 
pouring 2 c.c. of the gum solution into a test-tube, adding to this first 
an equal volume of the reagent, then an additional 2 volumes and 
shaking well : — 

1. The solubility was determined by pouring 25 c.c. of water upon 
0*5 gram of the gum, and constantly shaking for 24 hours in a closed 
vessel ; the residue removed by filtration was dried at 110° C. 

2. The moisture was estimated by drying the gum at 110° C. 

3. The ash was obtained from 2 to 5 grams of air-dried gum, and its 
alkalinity was titrated. 

4. Potassium silicate solution, made by diluting 1 part of thick 
water-glass with 20 parts of water, precipitated almost all the gum 
solutions. 

5. Potassium st annate, as 2 per cent, solution, also affected all the 
guru solutions except one. 

6. Load acetate reacted, with one exception, on all the solutions. 

7. Neutral almmnium sulphate in 10 per cent, solution only precipi- 
tated two gum solutions : but the precipitate obtained from other 
samples, on tho further addition of potassium hydrate (1T3 sp. gr.), 
was examined as regards its solubility in excess of the caustic alkali. 

8. Neutral copper acetate in cold saturated solution, neutral lead 
acetate in 10 per cent, solution, and ferric chloride solution of 1*2 sp.gr. 
were indifferent to almost all tho gum solutions. 

The reaction of most gum solutions was feebly acid. Starch was 
estimated microscopically in the deposit from the water solution by 
moistening it with a 1 per cent, aqueous iodine solution. 

The author concludes from the examination of a large number of 
gums, the results of which are tabulated, that although different kinds 
of gum show differences when thus tested, the source of the gum can 
seldom be inferred from such an examination. The value of the gum 
is better judged from its solubility than from its colour : the percent- 
age of ash seldom varies beyond narrow limits, but the alkalinity of 
the ash is much more variable ; the alkalinity was usually entirely or 
mainly due to lime, and potash was seldom present in any quantify. 
The ash was invariably soluble in dilute hydrochloric acid, and any 
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quantity of insoluble residue would therefore indicate the presence of 
sand or other insoluble substances. The differences in behaviour 
shown by the different lands of gum towards the same reagent proba- 
bly indicates the existence of different modifications of arabic acid. 

F. 0. 

Observations on Milk. By B. Ohm (Arch. Pharm. [3], 15, 211). 
— When powdered well -burnt gypsum is mixed with milk to a stiff 
paste, the time required for its setting serves as a measure of the quality 
of the milk and of the quantity of water added as an adulterant. 

Milk of 1*030 sp. gr. at 15° C, was mixed with about 30 grams of 
gypsum, and set in 10 hours ; after the addition of 25 per cent, of 
water 2 hours only were required, with 50 per cent. 1J hours, and with 
75 per cent, only 40 minutes. 

Milk skimmed after standing for 24 hours and of 1*033 sp. gr., 
when mixed with gypsum set in 4 hours, with 50 per cent, of water 
it set in 1 hour, and with 75 per cent, in about half an hour. 

If the milk is warmed it sets more rapidly. The mass after setting 
can he nsed for further examination. F. C. 

Taking Samples of Milk. By 0. Werkowitsch and v. Klenze 
(Pied. Centr ., 1880, 469 — 470). — The milk should be well stirred, and 
a sample taken from the middle by inserting an inverted beaker in the 
liquid, reversing and drawing it cut. J. K. C. 

Analysis of Milk. ByE. Marchand (Bied. Oentr ., 1880, 466— 
468).— The great variations in the analyses of milk by different 
chemists are due, according to the author, to the abnormal conditions 
of the cow, the various times of milking, or defective methods of 
analysis. Only in the case of the fat does the quantity show any 
great variation (2*7 to 8*2 per cent.). To estimate the fat, milk is 
treated with moderately dilute acetic acid, which dissolves the casein, 
and allows the fat to be filtered off ; or the fat is dissolved out by 
shaking with ether. j, ]£. q. 

Analysis of Milk. By H. Vogel (Dinql polyt J., 237, 59—61) .— 
The author recommends weighing the milkin a closed tube, as an appre- 
ciable error results from weighing it in an open basin. To estimate 
solid residue and fat, he uses a tinned-iron boat made to fit Soxhlet’s 
extraction apparatus, and stirs up tbe milk, after the addition of sand, 
during evaporation. Feeding cattle with green fodder caused no ap- 
preciable change in the composition of the milk. The author thinks 
that the number, 9, fixed by English analysts as a minimum for 
solids, not fat, is too high ; he would prefer 8. Judged by the former 
standard, all the samples in his district would be condemned as 
watered. j jp 

AaaaljBis of Butter. By E. Meissl (Bied. Omir., 1880, 471— 
47i).-5 grams of well-washed butter are dissolved in alcohol and 
saponified with caustao potash. After the alcohol has been evaporated, 
w "25W"* is distilled with dilute sulphuric acid, and the distil- 
late titrated with decmormal potash solution. The number of cubic 
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centimeters of potash-ley used is a test of the pnrity of the butter, and 
should not be less than 26. J. K. 0. 

Estimation of Albumin. By H. P. Aemsby (Bied. Gentr ., 1880, 
449 — 450). — The author found that watery extracts of hay were 
rendered quite free from albumin by means of Sestini’s and Ritthau- 
sen’s methods. J. K. C. 

Detection of Paralbumin. By Vulpius (Arch Pharm. [8], 16, 
307 — 310). — The test for paralbumin in certain accumulations of fluid 
in the body is of importance, since its result assists the medical man in 
forming an opinion as to the source of the liquid. The author recom- 
monds that the test be made as follows : — 100 grams weight of the 
clear fluid is diluted with six times its weight of water ; if the liquid 
will not pass through the Alter, it is diluted with half the above 
quantity of water before filtration, and if filtration is then found to be 
impossible, it mnst be allowed to stand nntil the largest particles have 
settled. Washed carbonic anhydride is then passed throngh the 
liquid for several hours. Tho presence of paralbumin is shown by 
the appearance of a tnrbidity which gradually subsides as a white 
flocculent precipitate. The above dilution is absolutely necessary to 
secure the ready and full precipitation of paralbumin. 

Another method consists in adding three volumes of absolute alcohol 
to the liquid, collecting the precipitate by filtration after twenty-four 
hours, and washing it with absolute alcohol. After being pressed 
between filter-paper the precipitate is warmed at 50 — 60° for several 
hours with fifty times its weight of distilled water : any paralbumin 
present passes into solution and may be detected by adding thousand- 
fold diluted acetic acid, by which paralbumin is precipitated but is 
redissolved by excess. Paralbumin is farther distinguishable from 
metalbumin by yielding no precipitate with magnesium sulphate. 

F. G. 

Determination of Sap in Beet. By A. Gawalowski {Bied. 
Gmtr 1880, 465 — 466). — The author describes a slight modification 
of Stammer’s process of estimating the quantity of sap in beetroot. 

J « K. C. 

Opium Testing. By E. Mylitjs {Arch. Pharm . [3], 15, 310— 324). 
The author has subjected Fliickiger’s method to an experimental criti- 
cism, and publishes the results arrived at. In preparing the extract, 
six hours’ maceration with water was found to he insufficient, and the 
writer recommends twelve hours’ treatment : in this way nearly the 
whole of the soluble matter may be extracted. He also determined 
tho sp. gr. of aqueous extracts of opium at 17°, and tabulated the 
results. By reference to the table, the percentage of extracted matter 
can he at once found when its sp. gr. has been taken : this metmod is 
an extremely simple one for estimating the value of opium, and dis- 
penses with the moisture determination. 

The percentage of extracted matter given by Fluckiger is, in round 
numbers, 60 ; this number is higher than that usually accepted on 
previous authority. 

Fluckiger’s method was also tested by applying it to the estimation 

voi. xxxvtii. 3 m 
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of known quantities of pure morphine. It was found that the results 
were always too low, and that this was due to the solubility of the 
morphine in the mixture of alcohol and ether. The amount of this 
solubility was determined, and it was shown that by adding 0'088 
gram to the weight of morphine obtained by Fliickiger’s process, the 
determinations became absolutely, and not merely relatively, correct. 

One other improvement suggested is the weighing of the morphine 
on the filter instead of in the flask. The difficulty of perfectly drying 
the substance and interior of the flask is considerable. The author 
prefers to remove the larger crystals to a filter, and then to detach the 
crystals from the interior of the flask by a glass rod or by shaking a 
piece of platinum-foil round the interior, and to rinse these crystals on 
the filter with some of the filtrate. * The crystals are then washed with 
10 grams of a mixture of equal volumes of ether and alcohol, and the 
filter gently pressed between folds of filter-paper until freed from the 
mother-liquor : after having been dried at 100° for half an hour, the 
filter is exposed to the air for half an hour, when the paper absorbs 
fully its hygroscopic water ; it is then weighed with the crystals, and, 
finally, the crystals are removed by a small brush and by tapping, and 
the filter is weighed. F. C. 


Technical Chemistry. 


Petrification of Befose Water. By E, Reichakdt {Arch. Phamn. 
[3], 15, 236 — 246). — The author enforces the necessity of purifying 
all refuse liquids before they are admitted into streams, lakes, and 
ponds, both for sanitary reasons and to prevent injury to fish. 

Subsidence . — This process, which clarifies the glacier stream during 
its passage through a lake, serves to remove harmful matters from 
many refuse liquids. Two or three subsidence ponds, in which the 
growth of vater-plants may he encouraged, are frequently all that is 
necessary to prevent the contamination of a stream: the sediment 
periodically removed is in many cases valuable as manure. In some 
cases the effluent may be passed through a series of tanks formed by 
digging holes in the ground and protecting the sides with masonry, 
cement, or pitch : the waste water entering each by a pipe directed 
downwards, below the mouth of which the stream meets a flat 
stone, and is thus prevented from stirring up the lower part of the 
liquid: from the last of these tanks the discharge pipe may pass 
upwards from beneath the surface of the liquid so as to prevent the 
escape of floating films of oil and petroleum. 

Chemical Purification . — Dissolved impurities, which cannot be re- 
moved by subsidence alone, frequently require to be chemically pre- 
cipitated. Before subjecting water to chemical treatment, the 
manufacturer should be careful to treat only that which is impure, 
and to turn direct into the stream all such water as has been used for 
driving machinery or for other cleanly purposes. Care should also be 
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taken that the volume of water to he purified should be made as small 
as possible. .No water containing free acid or alkali should enter a 
stream until it has been neutralised, as the salts are less injurious than 
the free acid or alkali : it will generally, however, be found that the 
stronger washing-waters may with advantage be kept and their con- 
lents worked up. 

Lime and chalk are the most generally useful precipitants and 
purifiers : by their means not only may acid liquids be neutralised, 
but many colours and albuminous substances may be rendered in- 
soluble. Alum and other substances may sometimes be used with 
lime. Lime in excess is mixed with the refuse in the first of the above- 
mentioned tanks : after subsidence, the clear effluent will still contain 
dissolved lime, which is injurious to fish and must be separated by 
exposure to the air in larger ponds. The lime sediments can be used 
for manure. 

In all cases the purified effluent water should enter the stream by 
pipes which discharge it upwards from near the bottom and middle of 
the stream ; this secures rapid admixture with a large quantity of 
stream-water. 

Details are given of the number of works which discharged impure 
waste water into running water in Saxony in the year 1877: the 
majority were colour-, bleach-, and woollen-works. Breweries seldom 
offended; the author finds that the brewery waste contains chiefly 
albuminous bodies, which can be almost completely removed by lime. 

F. C. 

Occurrence of Free Sulphur in the Dry Distillation of Tar. 
By A. Kehlstadt (Ber., 13, 1345 — 1347). — A deposit in the passage 
connecting the condensers at a tar distillery with the c himn ey was 
found to consist chiefly of sulphur, which probably owed its origin 
to the mutual decomposition of sulphurous oxide and sulphuretted 
hydrogen. W. 0. W. 


Magnesium and Calcium Compounds as Refractory and 
Dephosphorising Materials. By K. Bischof (Dingl polyt. 237, 
51 — 59, 136 — 143). — The author mentions the various compounds 
hitherto proposed for basic refractory bricks, linings, &c. He then 
examines the behaviour of three of the best mixtures proposed by 
S. G. Thomas. 

(a.) 

Parts. 

CaO, pure 85 CaO 

Clay (Griinstadt). . 5 MgO 

AlzO* ...... 

Fe oxide 

SiOa 


(5.) 

(«-) 

Parts. 

Parts. 

80-0 

58-5 

5-5 

30-8 

4-0 

2-5 

1-5 

1-8 

8-0 

7-0 


b is a mixture given for bricks ; e is the best mixture for the outer 
lining of converters. 

a at the fusing point; of cast-iron formed a yellowish smooth mass 
like sealing-wax, with compact fracture ; b gave a rough, brownish, 
somewhat granular mass, with a cellular and cracky fracture; c, like 
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b, but darker ; a bit dropped from its platinum support to a clay sup- 
port beneath seemed fused to the latter. At the fusing point of cast- 
steel, a was darker, h and c as above, but with lava-like fractures. At 
the melting point, of bar-iron, a formed a light yellow enamel ; b was 
yellowish-brown, partly fused to a yellow enamel ; and o was brownish- 
yellow, beginning to form an enamel, a, the most fusible, is also most 
complex in composition ; most of its proximate components are also in 
combination to begin with. - With b and c the fusibility increases 
with the increase in amount of Si0 2 . Replacing the CaO in a by 85 
parts of MgO, a mixture decidedly more refractory resulted ; near the 
fusing point of bar-iron it baked together only, whilst the former be- 
came enamel-like. Other experiments confirmed the conclnsion that 
MgO with clay gives more refractory mixtures than OaO does. The 
assertion that MgO bricks formed of these compounds must be burnt 
at a temperature near the fusing point of platinum must be taken as 
a very rough approximation only, as they would be quite fluid at that 
temperature. 

The author also examined the behaviour of the proximate con- 
stituents, magnesia, lime, alumina, iron oxide, silica, and phosphoric 
anhydride at different temperatures, to throw some light on the beha- 
viour of the compounds. Chemically pure magnesia heated to nearly 
the melting point of platinum becomes compacted on the surface, hut 
is infuaible, even when in contact with refractory clay ; at the melting 
point of platinum a test fused to a grey mass. Lime at the melting 
point of bar-iron forms a skin ; near the melting point of platinum, it 
melts when in contact with clay. Pure alumina is perfectly infusible 
at the melting point of platinum. Pure iron oxide gives a fused pro- 
duct on platinum at the melting point of bar-iron. Silica is more 
fusible at the melting point of bar-iron than magnesia. It hears 
heating to near the melting point of platinum on a clay support. 
Phosphoric anhydride fuses at a comparatively low temperature. 
Compounds of magnesia and silica slowly increase in fusibility with 
the amount of silica until a great excess has been added. With equal 
parts of each, perfect fusion takes place at the melting point of bar- 
iron. Magnesia with phosphoric anhydride gives much more fusible 
compounds than with silica, and the fusibility increases with the 
amount of anhydride present. Magnesia and alumina compounds, 
either on a platinum or on a clay support, remain almost unchanged at 
the melting point of bar-iron. Magnesia and lime compounds at the 
molting point of bar-iron do not fuse, but those with a preponderance 
of lime snow signs of incipient fusion. All the mixtures of magnesia 
with iron oxide were infusible at the melting point of silver; hut at the 
melting point of bar-iron all fused. The fusibility increases with the 
amount of oxide. 

Lime and silica form very much more fusible compounds than the 
corresponding magnesia and silica ones. The same may be said of lime 
and phosphoric anhydride. Lime forms much more fusible compounds 
with al umina than magnesia does. This appears even in compounds 
containing as much as 3 to 1 of alumina to lime. Similarly Hme 
and iron oxide are more fusible than the magnesia mixture. 


L T. 
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Enamelled Cast-iron Vessels. By W. Birsch {Dingl. polijL J 
237 , 78). — After pickling and cleaning the vessels, they are covered 
with a ground made as follows : — Quartz, 50 ; fluorspar, 7*5 ; borax, 
22*5 are fused together. Of this, 16 paits, 6*5 to 1*2*5 quartz, 4 to 6*5 
of clay, 0*5 borax, are ground in wet mill, with addition of 2*5 clay 
and 0*66 borax. This is laid on and burnt, forming a yellowish- 
brown mass. For the outer coating, 2*5 powdered fluorspar, 1 zinc 
white, 4*75 tin oxide, 0*75 bone ash, and 0*03 to 0 05 smalt are well 
mixed. Of this 9 kilos, are mixed with 16 of finely ground fluorspar, 
9*5 borax, 3*25 soda, 1*25 — 1*5 nitre, and the whole fused together. 
The "product is powdered, and 30 kilos, of it wet ground with six cups 
ot about 140 c.c. of white clay and 0*3 zinc oxide. This is laid on and 
burnt. J. T. 

Alcohol from Potatoes. {Bied. Gentr., 1880, 485.)— Compara- 
tive experiments on mashing potatoes with sulphuric acid and with 
malt showed that the yield of alcohol obtained by means of the latter 
was very little greater than that obtained by boiling with sulphuric 
acid at the ordinary pressure. J. K. C. 

Analyses of Tokay Wines. {Bied. Gentr ., 1880, 485.)— In six 
samples of wine the percentage of alcohol varied from 7*8 to 17*6 ; 
of solids from 27*1 to 8*4 ; and of sngar from 23*4 to 6*1. 

J. K. C. 

Analyses of Hamburg Beer. By Niederstadt {Bied. Centr 
1880, 484). — As a mean of 28 samples, the percentage of alcohol was 
found to be 4*3, and of extract 5*7. J. K. C. 

Extraction of Malt. {Bied. Gentr., 1880, 485.) — Several samples 
of grains were analysed, and it was found that about 7 per cent, of the 
extractive matter was still present in the grains. J. K. C. 

Experiments on Various Kinds of Yeast. By A. Riebe \Bied. 
Gentr., 1880, 477 — 478). — These experiments were carried out in 
mashes of molasses. Yeast was found to be most active when it had 
previously been allowed to stand with potato mash. An attempt was 
made to substitute fresh malt yeast for dry malt yeast, which, how- 
ever, was not successful. J. K. C. 

Estimation of the Value of Raw Material in the Prepa- 
ration of Yeast, By Heinzelmann {Bied. Gentr., 1880, 475 — 476). — 
The yeast-producing power of grain is not proportionate to the 
quantity of nitrogen it contains, but to the amount of soluble pro- 
tein. This is a very variable quantity, rye containing from 30 to 50 
per cent., and maize only 10 per cent, of its protein soluble in water 
at 65° 0., which is the most suitable temperature for mashing the 
grain. J- K. CL 

Inversion of Beet-sugar for Wine. By W. Euoling (Bied. 
Gentr., 1880, 486). — Sulphuric, phosphoric, and tartaric acids were 
used in the inversion of beet-sugar, sulphuric acid being the quickest, 
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and tartaric acid the slowest in its operation. The inverted sugar was 
then nsed for the preparation of after- wine, being mixed with pressed 
grapes and allowed to ferment. The best wine was obtained from the 
sugar inverted by means of phosphorio acid. J. K. 0. 

Sugar from, the Stems of Maize and Sorgho. By P. Collier 
{Bled. Ccntr ., 1880, 461 — 462). — The anthor found that sugar conld 
easily be obtained, and in considerable quantity, from the sap of the 
stems of maize and sorgho, the sap yielding abont 15 per cent, ot 
syrup. J. K. C. 

Action of Lime on Solutions of Sugar. By F. Desor ( BieV . 
Ceutr 18b0, 464 — 465). — If lime-water be added to a solution of 
sugar, the rotatory power of the latter is diminished, although the 
diminution does not seem to follow any law. Addition of acetic acid 
restores the rotatory power. J. K. C. 

Gypsum in the Manufacture of Sugar. By A. v. Wachtel 
{Bled. Gentr ,, 1880, 463). — The author attributes the presence of 
alkaline sulphates found in sugar to the presence of gypsum in the 
water used in sugar works. J. K. C. 

Certain Properties of Bone Charcoal. By H. Pellet (Bled. 
Gentr 1880, 463 — 464). — Bone-black will absorb lime from sugar 
solutions, and lime salts equally well if au alkali be present. Potash 
salts are also easily absorbed, especially in the presence of lime. 

J. K. C. 

Influence of Steaming on Starch. By M. SiUMpr (Bled. Gentr 
1880, 457 — 459). — A mixture of one part of starch to four of water, 
when heated at 130° C. under pressure, becomes a homogeneous 
liquid, the starch, however, partially separating out on cooling. After 
four hours’ heating, the author found that 20 per cent, of the starch 
had been converted into sugar. When only half the quantity of water 
is used, three hours’ heating at a temperature of 125° under a pres- 
sure of 24 atmospheres, is necessary to reduce the whole to a liquid. 
Wheu the temperature is raised to 140 — 150 6 over 70 per cent, of 
the starch may be converted into sugar. J. K. 0. 

Notes on Milking. (Bled. Gentr 1880, 232—233.)— C. J. Eibbeiu 
advocates the use of a strict record of trial milkings,* as uot only useful 
to detect bad milkers amongst the cows, but as a guide to the results 
of the fodder, and enabling the farmer to better estimate his profits. 
B. Martmy and W. Fleischmann give examples of the great errors 
which may^ occur by taking trial milkings from a single cow in a 
herd, especially if the trials are only made monthly: trustworthy 
estimates of the yield of single cows can only be had if the trials are 
made weekly. * j. 

SxperimcntB ’with Milk Cooling Apparatus. (Bied. Gentr*, 

* Suck trial m ilkin gs sue always followed by analyses. 
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1880, 214 — 216.) — The object of the experiments was to determine 
whether it is more profitable before churning to put the milk fresh 
from the cow into the ice-water of the Swart’s system, or to cool it 
previously in the Laurence cooling apparatus. The results show that 
when the milk is cooled too much, the yield of cream diminishes. 
However, if the milk is not cooled too much, and is placed in ice im- 
mediately after a slight cooling, there is very little appreciable loss. 
It is, however, different if the milk is left at rest for a few minutes 
before being transferred to ice, the decrease in fat being then in quite 
regular proportion to the time allowed to elapse. It is possible, how- 
ever, to recover the normal amount by rewarming the milk, and then 
placing it quickly in ice. If the milk is retained at a proper tempera- 
ture, the yield is not injuriously affected by allowing it to remain 
45 minutes previous to placing it in ice. 

The writer’s theory is that the sudden cooling of the milk first 
takes effect on the serum, and the fat-globules, before they have time 
to cool, float to the surface ; another theory is, however, proposed by a 
writer in the Oentralblatt , that the cooling sets up a current, the motion 
of which carries the fat to the surface. In any case the experiments 
recorded are in favour of the Swart’s plan. J. F. 

Supposed Conversion of Albumin into Fat in the Ripening 
of Roquefort Cheese. By K Sieber (J. pr. Chem . [2], 23 , 203 — 
221). — Blondeau finds fchafc such a conversion takes place, Brassier 
( Ann, Ohim . Phys . [4], 5 , 1865) and Alex. Muller (Jalirs. f. Arjri . 0A, 
1870-72, 246) come to a contrary conclusion, and the results obtained 
by the latter agree with those of the author. The author severely 
criticises Blondeau’s experiments. 

The author’s results of the analysis of (1.) Fresh cheese (not 
salted). (2.) Cheese after remaining in the cellar; and (3.) Very 
old cheose, are : — 



(1.) 

(2-) 

(3.) 

Moisture 

. . 49-66 

36-93 

23-54 

Casein 

.. 1372 

5-02 

8-53 

Soluble albumin . . . . 

. . 6-93 

20-77 

18-47 

Fat 

27-41 

31-23 

40-13 

Ash 

. . 1-74 

4-78 

6-27 


99-46 

98-73 

96-94 


The most remarkable change in the ageing of the cheese is the loss 
of moisture. The increase in fab is only an apparent one, for calculat- 
ing on the dry substance we have the following percentages for the 
fat and the albumin (casein + soluble albumin) 


(1.) (2.) (3.) 

Fat 53-91 49-94 56-14 

Albumin - 40*80 40*53 37*78 


The moisture was determined by drying at 115—120°. Blondeau 
merely dried over sulphuric acid. The fat was determined by extrac- 
tion with alcohol and ether, the residue free from fat was dissolved 
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in potash, leaving bnt little residue, and the filtrate precipitated by 
dilute acetic acid. This precipitate washed, dried, and weighed is 
called casein, the total albumin being calculated from the nitrogen 
determination by combustion with cupric oxide. In the case of the old 
cheese, under the heading “ soluble albumin,” the nitrogen from 
which the “ soluble albumin 55 is calculated exists in part as tyrosine, 
amido-fatty acids, and ammonium salts. In the old cheese, by operat- 
ing on half a kilogram, 1*4 per cent, ammonia, and 0*167 per cent, 
tyrosine were obtained. F. L. T. 

Examination of Dog Biscuit. By A. Mayer (Bied. Oentr ., 
1880, 233). — A Liverpool firm having introduced this article into com- 
merce, it has been analysed by the author, who found it to yield tho 
following percentage composition : — 

Starch and 

Moisture, digestible matter. Fat. Albumin. Cellulose, Ac, Ash. 

13 45*5 3*6 16*1 19*8 2 -f> 

The composition appears similar to that of rye bread, only the fat 
and albuminoids appear to be derived from slaughter-honse refuse ; a 
microscopical investigation does not show the presence of good meat. 

J. F. 

Tonga. By A. W. Gerhard ( PJiarm . J. Trans, [3], 10, 849). — 
Tonga, a drug obtained from the Fiji Islands, is a mixture of fibrous 
material, probably a root, and the inner bark of some plants. The 
bark consists of pectin, glucose, an essential oil and fat ; the root con- 
tains a volatile alkaloid, probably the active principle, and potassium 
chloride. 

The drug is used as a remedy for neuralgia. L. T. O’S. 

Deterioration of Library Bindings. By W. B. Nichols (Ghent. 
News, 41, 64). — The author’s results confirm the generally accepted 
view that the deterioration of leather bindings is to he mainly traced 
to the action of sulphuric acid produced by combustion of coal gas. 
Morocco leather is but little affected*; Bussia and calf are much acted 
on ; ordinary sheep-skin is also attacked. M. M. P. M. 

Fruit of Adansonia Digitata. By F. L. Slocum (PJiarm. J , 
Trans. [8], 10, 816). — The fruit of Adansonia digitata contains pectin, 
grape-sugar, malic acid and potassium, but not a trace of tartaric 
acid, consequently it is distinct from the “ eieara of tartar 99 fruit. 

L. T. O’S, 



837 


General and Physical Chemistry. 


New Methods in Actino-Chemistry. By A. R. Leeds (Chem. 
News, 42, 44). — The author confirms his results previously obtained 
(-dm. J. t Set., 1878 and 1879), and also the laws relating to the change 
of the soluble iodides in presence of actinic rays and dilute acids. 

The amount of iodine set free in presence of hydrochloric acid in 
sunlight is greater by a definite ratio than that liberated by sulphuric 
acid. L. T. O’S. 

Photochemical Behaviour of Silver Bromide in presence of 
Gelatin. By H. W. Vogel ( Ber., 13, 1204— 1208).— Collodion plates 
prepared with an excess of silver nitrate are more sensitive than those 
prepared with an excess of potassium bromide. Grelatin plates made 
with excess of silver nitrate are more sensitive than the others, but 
are excluded from use by faultiness. The sensitiveness of collodion 
plates may be increased by use of morphine, pyrogallol, &c. The 
latter increases the sensitiveness of gelatin plates somewhat, but 
morphine docs not. Grelatin emulsion is made more sensitive by 
adding excess of ammonia, which is not the case with collodion emul- 
sion, and silver bromide collodion emulsion in presence of certain 
chemicals can by addition of pigments be made more sensitive to 
certain coloured rays (Ber., 9, 669). This is not the case with gela- 
tin emulsions. Gtelatin emulsions are made more sensitive by continued 
digestion, which is not the case with collodion. The author shows that 
these differences of behaviour of gelatin and collodion silver bromide 
emulsions may be explained by the properties of gelatin by the action of 
the different chemicals on it, and further by the different forms in 
which silver bromide is precipitated in gelatin emulsions and in col- 
lodion emulsions. In the former, it may be obtained in a more finely 
divided state, and consequently more sensitive to light. 

P. P. B. 

Electric Conductivity of Carbon as affected by Temperature. 
By W. Siemens (Ann. Fhys . Chem. [2], 70, 660 — 574). — Matthiessen 
having stated that the electric conductivity of gas-retort carbon in- 
creases with the temperature, whilst Beetz found no such increase with 
artificial coke, and Auerbach has asserted (1879) that the resistance 
of gas-retort coke, like that of metals, increases with the temperature, 
the anthor has investigated the subject afresh. His experiments con- 
firm Matthiessen’s statement as to gas-retort coke, and they show that 
artificial coke also follows the same law. He traces the contradictory 
results of Beetz and of Auerbach to defective methods of connecting 
the pieces of coke with the circuit wires. R* R« 

Galvanic Polarisation. By W. Beetz (Ann. Fhys. Chem. [2], 70, 
348—871). — The views of polarisation entertained by several physi- 
cists, and particularly by Exner, are discussed in this paper. The 

VOL. xxxvm. 3 n 
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author explains the methods of measurement used by him in a 
series of experiments, the results of which lead to the conclusion that 
with a current of constant intensity and electromotive force, the 
polarisation of the two platinum electrodes is exactly alike, and the 
effect is the same whether the polarisation be caused by oxygen or by 
hydrogen. E ‘ 

Direct Transformation of Radiant Heat into Electricity. 
By W. Han kel (Ann. Pkys . Ghem ., 70, 618 — 631). — The paper 
describes in detail the effects of radiant heat on a crystal of quartz 
in producing electric phenomena distinct from the ordinary pyro- 
electric manifestations hitherto recognised, although in some way 
related to them. The heat rays were made to traverse the crystal in 
the direction of the secondary axes, and the edges at which the rays 
entered, and also the opposite edges, were found to give indications of 
changes of positive or of negative electricity according to the crystallo- 
graphic relations of the axes. The phenomena are discussed in con- 
nection with the author’s circular-undulation theory of electricity. 

R. R. 

An Aluminium Battery. By F. WQhlej* (Liebig's Annalen , 204, 
119—120). — Under certain conditions aluminium immersed in strong 
nitric acid gives a tolerably strong current when brought into con- 
tact with another piece of the same metal. 

A glass vessel 4 to 6 inches high is filled with very dilute hydro- 
chloric acid or caustic soda; an inner porous vessel contains 
concentrated nitric acid. In each vessel is placed a cylinder of alu- 
minium provided with a projecting piece passing through holes in the 
cover. To the projecting pieces are fastened short thick copper wires, 
between which is stretched a thin piece of platinum wire. As soon as 
the cylinders come in contact with the liquids, the platinum becomes 
white hot. G. T. A. 

Molecular Heats and Molecular Volumes of the rare Earths 
and their Salts. By L. F. Nilson and 0. Pjettersbon (Ber. t 13, 
1459 — 1465). — The specific weight and the specific heat of the follow- 
ing oxides and salts were determined : — 



Specific 

weight. 

Specific 

neat. 

Molecular 

heat. 

, 

Molecular 

volume. 

BejOj 

3 *016 


18*61 

24-97 

AV>,. 

3*990 

0 -1827 

18-78 

25-76 

SfeO, 

3*864 ; 

0*1530 

20-81 

35*19 

G%0, 

— 

0*1062 

19-54, 

— 

W>, 

5*046 

0 *1026 

23-29 

44*99 

IoA 

7*179 ! 

0-0807 

22-17 

38*28 



8*640 j 

0*0650 

24, -70 

43*98 

W>S 

9*175 

0*0646 

25-45 

42*94 



6*480 

0-074,9 

24-42 

50*31 

* 

6 950 

0-0810 

27-62 

49*47 

ZrQ, 

5*850 

0-1078 

13-18 
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Specific 

weight. 

Specific 

heat. 

Molecular 

heat. 

Molecular 

volume. 

Ce0 2 

6-789 

0 -0877 

15 -04 

25 -45 

Th0 3 

9-861 

0-0548 

14-47 

26-77 

Be.>(S0 4 ) 3 

2*443 

0-1978 

62-87 

129-07 

AlaCSO^s 

2 710 

0 -1855 

63 *59 

126*50 

So 3 (SO ,) 3 

2-679 

0-1639 

62-42 

145 *80 

Cr 2 (S0 4 ) 3 

Peg^SOjg 

3-012 

0-1718 

67-41 , 

130 -27 

8-097 

0 *1656 

66 24 

129*16 

GM30 4 ) 3 

— 

0 *1460 

61 -90 

— 

T 2 (S0 4 ) a 

2-612 

0-1319 

61 *60 

178-80 

In 2 (S 0 4 ) 3 

8-438 

0*1290 

66-41 

149-77 

1*5(80.,). 

3-600 

0 -1182 

66-90 

157 *22 

Ce 3 (S0 4 ). 

3-912 

0-1168 

66*23 

144*94 

Bi 3 (S0 4 ) 3 

3-735 

0 -1187 

68-96 

155-55 

Er 2 (S0 4 ) 3 

3-678 

0-1040 

64 *48 

168-57 

Yb 3 (S0 4 ) 3 

[ 3-793 

0*1039 

65-87 

167*15 

Ths(S0 4 ). 

— 

0-0972 

41*21 

— 

Be 3 (S 0 4 ) 3 + I 2 II 3 O 

1-713 

— 

— 

310*17 

Ytj(S0 4 ) 3 + 8H,0 

2-540 

0 -2257 

137 -91 

240-55 

La 3 (S0 4 ) 3 + 9H 2 0 

2-853 

0-2083 

151 -64 

255 17 


3-220 

0-1999 

131*33 

204-04 

Di 2 (S 0 4 ) 8 + 8 ET 2 0 

2-878 

0-1948 

141 -23 

251-91 

Er 2 (S0 4 ) 3 + 8 H 3 O 

3*180 

0-1808 

138 -13 

240*25 

Yba(S0 4 ) 3 + 8 H 5 O 

3*286 

0*1788 

139 -11 

236*79 


Prom these numbers, it is seen that in a group of isomorphous com- 
pounds the molecular heat increases, whilst the molecular volume 
diminishes with the increasing atomic weights of the metals. 

The magnetic properties of the oxides were examined by 


Magnetic . . . . Cr 3 Og, PegOg, YgOg, DigOg, ErgOg, YboOg, CeOg. 

Diamagnetic. . BegOg, A1 2 0 3 , ScgOs, In-jOg, La^Og, Zr0 2 , ThO a . 

W. 0. W. 

Heat of Formation of Hydrocyanic Acid and Cyanides. By 
Berthelot (Compt. rand., 91, 79 — 83). — Two reactions were made 
use of in order to determine the heat of formation of hydrocyanic 
acid; firstly, its transformation into formic acid and ammonia: 
secondly, the conversion of cyanogen chloride into carbonic anhydride, 
hydrochloric acid, and ammonia. The heat of formation of ammonia 
which is involved in these calculations was taken at + 35*15 units as 
determined by Thomsen; Berthelot has, however, shown that this 
number must be reduced to + 21*0 ; consequently the number origin- 
ally obtained for hydrocyanic acid must be reduced by 14* 15. By the 
first method, the heat absorbed, *— 8*4 units, becomes therefore 
— 22*55 units for the liquid acid, and — 28*25 for the same in the 
gaseous state. The second method gave — 10*1 units ; this will np w 
be — 24*25 and — 30*0 units respectively. As very many data safe 
required in these calculations, it was thought advisable to eliminate 
altogether the heat of formation of ammonia, and to measure the 
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results, i£ possible, in a direct manner by exploding the gaseous acid 
with oxygen. 

For this purpose, 0*14 gram of the pure liquid acid was enclosed m 
a thin glass bulb, and introduced into the steel calorimetric bomb 
described in a previous communication. The bomb having been filled 
with oxygen was closed, and the bulb broken. The acid volatilised 
rapidly at 18°, and the explosion was effected without difficulty. The 
carbonic anhy dride produced was subsequently pumped out of the 
apparatus, and received in weighed potash bulbs, whereby a valuable 
control was obtained over the accuracy of the combustion ; in this way 
it was found that a trace of hydrocyanic acid, about one-hundredth 
part, always escaped combustion ; this was determined for every ex- 
periment in the potash after the latter had been weighed, and allowed 
for in the succeeding calculations. The numbers obtained at constant 
volume have been corrected to constant pressure. 

One molecule of hydrocyanic acid in grams gave, from the initial 
weight of acid, 158*4 units ; from the carbonic anhydride produced, 
100*2 ; mean, 159*8 units. This number exceeds the heats of com- 
bustion of the carbon and hydrogen contained in the acid : — 

C (diamond) + 0 2 ..,.= + 94*0 
H 2 + O es H 2 0 liquid = + 34*5 

128*5 

So that the formation of hydrocyanic acid from its elements gives 
+ 128 — 159*3 =■ — 30*2 units, a number which is practically con- 
cordant with those obtained by the indirect methods ; the mean of the 
whole is — 29*5 units. A complete table accompanies this communi- 
cation, showing the heat disengaged in the formation of a large 
number of the haloid and metallic combinations of cyanogen. 

J. W. 

Thermochemical Research on Cyanogen and Hydrocyanic 
Acid. By J. Thomsen (Bar., 13, 1392—1394). The heat of forma- 
tion of gaseous hydrocyanic acid, as deduced by Berthelot from the 
heat evolved in the decomposition of hydrocyanic acid by strong 
hydrochloric acid, is incorrect. Instead of —9740 the true value is 
—28360. The results based on the former number are consequently in- 
correct. The corrected values are — 


ON, 

Heat of 
combustion. 

261290 

Heat of 
formation. 

-67370 

CNH 

159500 

-28360 

N + H, 

— 

11340 

0%N* + Hj. . . . 

— 

10650 

1ST + 0 + H.. 

1 for gaseous 

10540 

C» + 

/ carhou 

10430 


w. c. w. 

CSonstitation of Isomeric Hydrocarbons. By J. Thomsen 
(Bar ^ 13, 1388 — 1391). — The beat of formation of a hydrocarbon ra n 
be fe a tonkt ed from the following formula: — (C*Ha*) = — nd + 2mq 
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+ xv' + yv ,r ■+■ zv"', when d = the heat of dissociation of carbon ; 
2q = the heat developed by the combination of an atom of carbon with a 
molecule of hydrogen, and x, y , and z are the number of single, double, 
and triple linkings. 

Since the values of q, v 1 and v" are nearly equal, they may be re- 
presented by r = 14570 ; and v"' is so small that it may be neglected, 
the following simplified formula maybe used: (C»Hs»)= — w.38900 4- 
(2 m + x 4- y) 14570, d being equal to 38900°. 

The constitution of isomeric hydrocarbons may in many instances 
be ascertained from their heat of formation, since a double Ifnlrrng of 
two carbon atoms has a considerable infl uence on this value, e,g ., the 
heat of formation of propylene was found to be —400, which shows 
that its constitution is H a C : CH.CH 3 , and not H3C.O.CH,, since the 
calculated heat of the former compound is — 150°, and that of the 
latter + 14430°. W. 0. W. 


Variations in the Coefficient of Expansion of Glass. By J. M. 
Crafts (Comjpt. rend., 91, 413 — 415). — Since the coefficient of glass 
varies with the temperature, it is clear that the interval between any 
two points on a thermometer varies and the graduation becomes incor- 
rect. By heating a thermometer for some time to 335°, and then 
cooling it slowly, the coefficient of expansion is diminished, so that if 
the zero point be raised f, then 100° is raised 100 4- t +t'. 

By determining the coefficient of expansion of glass between 0° and 
100° and 0° and 216*14° before and after heating to 335°, it is found 
that— — 


Between 0° and 100° before heating to 335° 7c = 0*00002784 
„ „ after „ „ 7c = 0*000027405 

„ 0° and 216*14° before „ „ 7c = 0*00002979 

„ „ after „ „ 7c = 0*00002914 

which would have increased about 0*28 the value of 100° on the 
scale. 

From a number of observations made on ordinary French glass, the 
value of 7c for different temperatures may be calculated from the for- 
mula let = a + bt -f It remains to be shown whether this formula 
remains constant for the same kind of glass after long heating and 
slow cooling, and also what effect the different degrees of tension pro- 
duced by blowing the bulb has on the coefficient of expansion. 

The author advocates the use of thermometers with limited scales 
(such as from 200° to 300°) for high temperatures, instead of those 
registering from 0° upwards. L. T. O’S. 


Meyer's Method of Determining Vapour-densities. By O. 
Pettersson and G. Ekstrand (Her., 13, 1185— 1191).— The authors 
have submitted this method to a comparison with that of Dumas, 
determining the vapour-densities of pure benzene, formio and acetic 
acids in steam, and in the vapours of toluene, turpentine, aniline, and 
nitrobenzene. 

From this examination, it is found that Meyer’s method gives results 
smaller than those obtained by Dumas, and further, there is less 
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concordance am ongst the results with the former method than with the 
latter. 

The authors point out the following sources of error in Meyer’s 
method : — 

(1.) The condensation of air on the surface of the vessel containing 
the substance. To neutralise this, experiments were made with formic 
acid sealed in a bulb, which was fastened on to a long glass rod pass- 
mg through the caoutchouc stopper. The whole was then heated by 
the vapour of liquid used, and when it attained a constant temperature 
the bulb was broken by moving the glass rod. Still with this the 
vapoui -density was found to be lower than by Dumas’ method. 

(2.) The chief error is the condensation of air on the substance 
itself; this error cannot be corrected, and its influence will vary with 
different bodies. The cause of the difference between the results of the 
two methods, in the case of formic and acetio acids and of benzene, is 
due to tbe presence of air or nitrogen, for Playfair’s and Naumann’s 
investigations have shown that in the presence of a permanent gas the 
vapour-densities of these bodies approach the normal. The antbors 
show also that the influence of the condensed air is great in case of 
solids at 220°, and must be still more so at higher temperatures. 

P. P. B. 

Critical Point of Mixed Vapours. By J. Dewar ( Ghem . News, 
42, 15 — 17). — Carbonic Anhydride and Carbon Bisulphide.— Carbouic 
anhydride at 19° liquefies in presence of carbon bisulphide under a 
pressure of 49 atmospheres, and the liquid floats on the surface of the 
bisulphide. The same phenomenon was observed at — 

35° at a pressure of 78 atmospheres 
40 „ „ 85 

58 „ „ 110 

At 47°, and a pressure of 80 atmospheres, the layers of liquids were 
not so definitely marked. On increasing the pressure to 110 atmo- 
spheres, the upper layer of liquid almost entirely disappeared, and on 
reducing the pressure to 80 atmospheres, the liquids mixed completely ; 
a further reduction of 5 atmospheres caused them to separate. On 
quickly reducing the pressure to 58 atmospheres, and gradually in* 
creasing it to 85 atmospheres, the liquids again mixed. 

Carbonic Anhydride and Cldorofonn . — At 18° and a pressure of 25 
atmospheres, carbonic anhydride liquefies, forming a layer on the sur- 
face of the chloroform. On increasing the pressure to 50 atmospheres, 
the two liquids mixed completely after standing for a few minutes. At 
33° the liquid forms under a pressure of 35 atmospheres, and at a 

K ure ot 55 atmospheres the two liquids mix. At 55° tbe liquid 
s at a pressure ot 50 atmospheres, and at 67° under a pressure of 
85 atmospheres, the two liquids in each case dissolving each other 
after standing for a few minutes. 

Carbonic Anhydride and Benzene . — In presence of benzene, carbonic 
anhydride at 18“ begins to liquefy under a pressure of 25 atmospheres, 
and dissolves in the benzene, the solution becoming saturated, any 
further quantity of condensed liquid floating on tbe surface ; but on 
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allowing the two liquids to stand for about five minutes, they mix 
completely. At 35°, the gas liquefies under a pressure of 35 atmo- 
spheres. At this temperature, liquid carbonic anhydride is only 
sparingly soluble in benzene. At 52° the liquid formed under a pres- 
sure of 60 atmospheres, and at 70° under 85 atmospheres. 

Carbonic Anhydride and Ether. — At 20° a pressure of 20 atmo- 
spheres is required to liquefy carbonic anhydride in presence of ether. 
The two liquids mix in all proportions. At 42° under a pressure of 
55 atmospheres a distinct layer of carbonic anhydride is formed, and 
appears to slowly dissolve in the ether. A distinct layer of liquid at 
68° is formed under a pressure of 110 atmospheres. 

Carbonic Anhydride and Nitrous Oxide. — These two gases when 
liquefied mix together in all proportions. On reducing the pressure, 
one liquid evaporates before the other, and a distinct line of separa- 
tion appears for a short time. 

Carbonic Anhydride and Phosphorus Trichloride. — At 16*2° and 42*95 
atmospheres, the carbonic anhydride began to liquefy before the phos- 
phorus trichloride, and when the latter appeared, a slight indistinct 
layer of carbonic anhydride floated on its surface, but the two liquids 
mixed together on standing for a few minutes. At 23°, and a pressure 
of 46*91 atmospheres, the same phenomenon was observed. At 30°, 
and under a pressure of 49 ’94 atmospheres, the carbonic anhydride 
began to liquefy ; it is not so soluble in phosphorus trichloride at this 
temperature as at lower temperatures. 

At 33° carbonic anhydride liquefies under 50*84 atmospheres 
40 „ „ 56*88 „ 

50 „ „ 66*53 

With smaller quantities of substances the following results were 
obtained : — 

At 10*5° 22*70 atmos. At 40° 36*36atmos. 

16*5 24*70 „ 50 49*67 „ 

22*8 32*18 „ 70 76*61 „ 

30*0 33*88 „ 

Oa/rbonic Anhyd/ride a/nd Oarbon Tetrachloride. — At 12*8° the carbonic 
anhydride begins to liquefy, forming a distinct layer on the surface of 
the chloride. The two liquids, however, dissolve each other after a 
short time. At 21*4°, 30°, 40°, 52°, and 58°, similar effects take 
place # 

Carbonic Anhydride and Methyl Chloride . — Two volumes of carbonic 
anhydride and one volume of methyl chloride at 13*5° 0. The methyl 
chloride liquefieB first, and at a pressure of 26*67 atmospheres, the 
anhydride began to liquefy, and rapidly dissolves in the chloride at 
20*05°. Liquid carbonic anhydride appears at 28*57 atmospheres. 

Carbonic Anhydride and Acetylene.— Eqael volumes of the two gases 
were condensed together, in which proportion they mix completely at 
the following temperatures : — 

* No details of the pressures required are given in this case. 
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At 13*5° the pressure was 
21*0 >» 

26*8 jj >» 

31 '9 3 9 99 

39*0 33 « 

41*0 33 99 


25*23 atmospheres 
26*8 
341 
42*26 
55*3 
75*52 


The last temperature is the critical point. 

Carbonic Anhydride and Hydrochloric Acid . — The following are the 
temperatures and pressures at which a mixture of equal volumes of 
the two gases liquefy : — 


At 0*0° 
5*0 
8*0 
10*1 


36 atmos. 
89 „ 

43*8 „ 
48*2 „ 


At 18*5° 
34*0 
35*5 


59 atmos. 

88 „ 

90 „ 


Carbonic Anhydride and Bromine. — At 40° and a pressure of 60 
atmospheres, two distinct layers of bromine and liquid carbonic anhy- 
dride containing some bromine dissolved in it, appear ; at 90 atmo- 
spheres’ pressure, the two liquids are miscible. 

Carbonic Anhydride and Camphor* — The camphor was melted, and 
allowed to adhere to the sides of the tube. At 12°, the camphor melts, 
and on increasing the pressure, two distinct layers are formed, the 
lower liquid being cloudy from dissolved camphor, the upper one 
quite clear. The two layers are always present at all temperatures up 
to 55°. The upper layer, however, diminishes with increase of tem- 
perature. At 40°, a thin layer remains even at a pressure of 125 
atmospheres. A further experiment gave the following results. At 
15° the camphor melts at a pressure of 27*7 atmospheres ; by increasing 
the pressure to 37 atmospheres, two distinct layers of liquid are 
formed, which become homogeneous after a short time. At 35°, two 
layers are formed under a pressure of 80 atmospheres. At 100 atmo- 
spheres, the two liquids mix. At 45°, the same takes place under 100 
atmospheres, and the two liquids disappear on increasing the pressure. 
At 42*5°, the pressure being suddenly reduced, the camphor crystal- 
lises, and on increasing the pressure to 27*6 atmospheres, the cam- 
phor liquefies completely without* further increase of pressure. At 
60°, the lower layer of liquid remained at a pressure of 100° atmo- 


Carbonic Anhydride, Air , and Camphor. — A mixture of 4 volumes 
carbonic anhydride and 1 volume air, was saturated with camphor- 
vagour. On increasing the pressure at 25°, the camphor liquefied; at 
50 j a quantify of liquid formed under a pressure of 65 atmospheres ; 
on increasing the temperature to 60°, the pressure remaining the same, 
cirystals of camphor separated out on the tube above the liquid ; they 
disappeared on increasing the pressure to 70 atmospheres. At 65°, on 
reducing the pressure from 7u to 65 atmospheres, camphor crystals 
again separate out, and redissolve on increasing the pressure to 73 
atmospheres. On decreasing the temperature to 15°, camphor sepa- 
rated out from the liquid, and dissolved again on increasing the 
pressure, although it could not he separated again by reducing the 
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pressure. These effects may be due to supersaturation, and the effect 
of pressure on adding solubility when contraction takes place during* 
solution. 

It appears from the above experiments that carbonic anhydride in 
presence of various substances acts at high pressures as though it pro- 
duced unstable compounds, which are decomposed and reproduced 
according to the conditions of temperature and pressure of the 
medium. L. T. O’S. 

Lowering of the Freezing Point of Water by Pressure. By 
J. Dewar ( Oh&m . News , 42, 1 — 2). — To test the accuracy of the pres- 
sure gauge of Cailletet’s pump and the constancy of thermal junctions 
under pressure, experiments were made on the influence of pressure on 
the freezing point of water. 

In the experiments, a movement of the galvanometer to the negative 
side showed a cooling effect of the junction inside the bottle. Two 
thermal junctions were used, consisting of iron-copper wire insulated 
by marine glue, the junction being covered with a thin layer of gutta- 
percha. One junction was placed inside the bottle to show the influ- 
ence of pressure under different circumstances, the other was kept out- 
side at zero. 

Series I . — One junction was flxed in a brass flange frozen in a test- 
tube containing boiled water placed in an iron bottle and surrounded 
with water at 0 ° ; the bottle was also packed with ice. The pressure 
was raised in different experiments from 300 to 700 atmospheres in 
steps of 25 atmospheres at a time. The mean deflection obtained for 
25 atmospheres was 19*7 on the scale (1 division = y^- 0 C.) or 
0*18° C., which gives a reduction of 0*00027° for 1 atmosphere 
pressure. 

Senes II. — The junction was placed in a quill open at both ends 
and surrounded with water at 0° ; the iron bottle was packed as in 
Series I. The total deflection obtained for 200 atmospheres was 
4 divisions = 0. This result is in accordance with Joule’s ex- 

periments on tne compression of water. 

Series III. — The junction was surrounded with a mixture of water 
and ice and the iron bottle packed as before. In this case similar 
results wore obtained to those in Series I, a mean deflection of 19*4 
divisions for every 25 atmospheres. 

Series IV. — In these experiments, the junction was surrounded with 
brine and placed in the bottle, which was packed with ice and salt to 
reduce the temperature to —20°. The junction outside was also placed 
in ico and salt. A heating effect was produced which decreased as the 
pressure increased, the total increase in temperature being 0. for 
200 atmospheres’ pressure. 

Series V . — The junction, frozen in a block of ice, was placed in the 
bottle and surrounded with brine at —20°; the bottle was packed 
with ice and salt. A slight heating effect was produced, 1J divisions 
of the scale for 200 atmospheres. 

Series VI — These experiments were similar to Series I, excepting that 
mercury instead of water surrounded the junction in the test-tube. 
The results obtained were exactly the same as those above mentioned, 



846 


ABSTRACTS OF CHEMICAL PAPERS. 


but owing to the heating of the mercury by compression the experi- 
ments could not be continued for long, since the ice rapidly melted. 

Series VII . — Since the junction appeared to be affected by continual 
subjection to pressure, and in some cases worked somewhat irregularly, 
both junctions, insulated by marine glue, were placed in the flange ; 
one was frozen inside the test-tube and the other remained outside and 
placed in the bottle, and both subjected to pressure. Exactly the same 
results were obtained as when one junction was place outside the 
bottle, but still after repeating the experiment two or three times 
irregularities occurred. To prevent the junction being subjected to 
pressure, an iron tube closed at the bottom, about a quarter of an 
inch internal diameter and long enough to reach to the centre of the 
bottle, was soldered into the flange ; a few drops of alcohol were placed 
in the tube and the junction was lowered into it from outside, the por- 
tion of the rube in the bottle was frozen into a test-tube and thus sus- 
tained the pressure, any alteration in temperature being conveyed 
through the iron to the junction. In this case also the results cor- 
responded with those previously obtained. 

These results prove that those deduced from the observed differences 
of volume of ice and water and the latent heat of fluidity under one 
atmosphere pressure are correct. It may therefore be assumed that 

rp V7" 

= constant where V is the difference of volume and L the latent 
L 

heat of fluidity. If V is assumed to be approximately constant, then 
T x L is the latent heat of ice diminished as the freezing point is 
diminished by pressure. L. T. O’S. 

Oven fbr Heating Sealed Tubes. By L. v. Babo (Ber., 13, 
1219 — 1223). — The author describes a new form of such oven pos- 
sessing many advantages, and in which by the circulation in it of 
the heated gases from the source of heat an equable temperature is 
obtained. Further, an arrangement is described by which the amount 
of gas burnt is regulated so as to obtain a constant temperature. For 
details the original must be consulted. P. P. B. 

Lecture Experiments. By M. Bosbotbcd (Ber. t 13, 1475 — 
1477). — 1. Change of temperature produced when salts dissolve. 

2. Absorption of ammonia and hydrochloric acid by water. 

3. Crystallisation of sulphur and of mercuric iodide from solution 

in acetic anhydride. W. C. W. 


Inorganic Chemistry. 


^ Vapour-density of Iodine, &c. By Berthelot ( Oompt . rend., 91, 
77 — 78). — This paper is merely a statement of the author’s opinion 
that ina sm uch as V. Meyer and others have shown that iodine and the 
other halogens at high temperatures and low pressures do not obey 
the lews of Marietta and Gay-Lussac, as established upon three ele- 
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mentaTy gases only, and as the diminution of density in the case of 
iodine is moreover progressive, no correct conclusion can be drawn 
with respect to variation in the nnmber of molecules. He thinks that 
one law only remains universally applicable to the elements, namely, 
the invariability of their relative combining weights, that is to say, the 
notion o± equivalents. J. W. 

Ozone. By P. Hautefeutlle and J. Chappuis (Oomph rend., 91, 
228 — 280). — The tension of the transformation of oxygen into ozone 
is dependent on both the temperature and pressure. This t ensi on 
increases rapidly as the temperature decreases, being at —23° nearly 
double what it is at 20°. For temperatures above 0 , the proportion 
of ozone produced is greatest when the pressure is above O'o atmo- 
sphere. By raising the temperature, the rate at which the ozone is 
formed is lessened, and it is also more difficult to complete the reac- 
tion, especially if the gas is rarefied ; and it may be that this maximum 
is consequent on the slowness with which the transformation takes 
place. 

The proportion of ozone to the total volume of gas is not influenced 
by pressures below certain limits (about 180 mm.). This transforma- 
tion of oxygen under the influence of the electric spark is analogous 
to the dissociation of compound gases, which at certain temperatures 
is limited by tension proportional to the total pressure. In the case of 
hydriodie acid, the proportion of free iodine and hydrogen increases as 
the pressure diminishes, and in the case of the formation of ozone, the 
proportion of the oxygen in relation to the ozone also increases as the 
temperature diminishes. L. T. O’S. 

Formation of Hydrogen Peroxide and Ozone. By A. R. 
Leeds (Chem. News , 42, 17 — 19). — The author proves that both 
hydrogen peroxide and ozone are formed by the action of air on moist 
phosphorus. On heating the ozonised air, the quantity of water formed 
by the decomposition of the hydrogen peroxide increases regularly, 
whilst that of the ozone decreases, until at a temperature of 200° both 
are completely decomposed. 

That ozone and hydrogen peroxide in the dilute state can exist 
together without much loss is also proved, and it is shown that the 
proportion the two gases bear to one another is 3 to 1. 

Oxygen from which all traces of ozone and hydrogen peroxide have 
been removed by strong heating oxidises an acid solution of potassium 
iodide, it is therefore necessary that the reagent used for the detection 
of ozone should bo perfectly neutral. L. T, O’S. 

Vapour-densities of Selenium and Tellurium. By H. St. 
Claire Deville and Troost (Oomph rend., 91, 88 — 85). — Recent ex- 
perimental research having reopened questions respecting the vapour- 
aensities of selenium and tellurium, it is thought advisable by the 
authors to give full details of their work in connection with this sub- 
ject. The analyses were executed 20 years ago, and at the time of 
publication a summary only was given. For obvious reasons these 
details cannot be wholly reproduced in abstract. 
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In comparing at a very high, temperature the vapours of iodine and 
selenium, the increase in weight of the flask in the case of selenium 
was 0*014 gram, in the case of iodine 0*011 gram. It was then re- 
marked that “ there is a manifest error in the weight of iodine remain- 
ing In the flask, for with the number 0*011 gram a temperature of 
nearly 2,000° would be attained ; ” to this is now added, “ owing to 
the recent experiments of Victor Meyer, that which appeared erroneous 
in 1860 may now be considered as correct.” 

The vapour-density of selenium was also taken in a porcelain globe 
and compared with that of air contained and heated in a similar 
apparatus. The calculated temperature being 1,420°, the theoretical 
density became 5*54 ; the density actually found was 5*68. 

Operating in a similar manner with tellurium, the results of its 
vapour-density determination were, at a temperature of 1,439°, theory 
8*93, experiment 9*0 ; at a temperature of 1,390°, theory 8*93, experi- 
ment 9*08. J. W. 


Ammonia in Air and Water. By A. Lin ( Compt . rend., 91, 
94 — 97 ). — Bain Water . — Although individual analyses of min water 
collected from different quarters of Paris show varying proportions of 
ammoniacal nitrogen, the mean monthly and yearly results are 
sensibly identical. The quantity of nitrogen decreases pretty regu- 
larly in passing from the cold to the warm season of the year, 
generally reaching its minimum in July ; the mean result for that 
month in 1879 was 0*93 mgrm. per litre of water, and the mean for 
the year, with four recording stations, 1*17 mgrms. 

In the latter months the drinking water of Paris also shows a 
minimum of ammoniacal nitrogen, 0*2 1 mgrm. per litre ; the maximum 
0*27 mgrm. occurring in December ; the small difference between these 
numbers shows the great uniformity of the Paris water supply. 

The yearly means in 1879 — 1880 were — 

Vanne 0*21 mgrm. Ourcq 0*22 mgrm. 

Dhuis 0*24 „ Seine ........ 0*22 „ 

Marne 0*24 „ (Sewage; .... 20*00 mgrms. 


Summing up the results of four years analyses of rain water col- 
lected at the Observatory of Montsouris we have— 


September 

to August. Rain gauge. 

3875—1876 541*5 mm. 

1876— 1877 601*7 „ 

1877— 1878 600*1 „ 

1878— 1879 655*3 „ 


Mean 
per litre. 


1*98 mgrm. 
1-54 „ 

1-91 „ 

1-20 „ 


Nitrogen per 
square metre. 
1074*78 mgrm. 
929*65 „ 

1149*40 „ 
787*32 „ 


Air . — Contrary to what has been observed in the case of rain 
water, ammonia was most abundant in the air during the hot season. 
Thus in 1878 — 1879 the total weight in winter corresponding to 
153 days’ analyses was- 257*6 mgrms., giving as a mean 1*68 mgrms. 
per 100 cm.; in summer the total weight was 269*7 mgrms. for 
129 days, or 2*09 mgrms. for 100 cm. 
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The same volume of air collected in the Paris sewers gave from 
4*6 to 9*4 mgrms. of ammoniacal nitrogen. 

These numbers differ from those obtained by Grager, Kemp, and 
Presenius, but accord very well with those of Ville and Schloesing. 

J. W. 


Chemical Composition of certain Hydrated Oxides. By 
J. M. v. Bemmeln (Per., 13, 1466 — 1469). — An examination of the 
hydrated oxides of silicon, manganese, and tin, shows that the com- 
position of these bodies varies with the molecular condition of the 
oxide, and also with the temperature and the amount of moisture in 
the atmosphere. The hydrates have a definite dissociations- tension, 
which varies with the temperature and humidity of the atmosphere. 

W. C. W. 

Isomeric Modification of Aluminium Hydrate. By D. Tom- 
MASI ( Oonvpt . rend., 91, 231). — By allowing ordinary alu min ium 
hydrate, precipitated by ammonia from a solution of alum, to stand 
with water for about three months, it undergoes a molecular change. 
It is only very sparingly soluble in acids and alkalis. In acetic acid 
it is insoluble. It has the same formula as the normal hydrate, but it 
does not combine with aluminium chloride to form an oxychloride. 
The author proposes to call it aluminium hydrate B to distinguish it from 
the normal hydrate a, gibbsite (3, and the colloid hydrate of Graham, <y. 

L. T. O’S. 


Potassium and Sodium Aluminates. By A. B. Pbescott (Chem. 
News, 42, 29 ). — Potassium Abominate . — On treating a decinormal 
solution and a deci-l^-normal solution of potassium alum respectively 
with normal and decinormal solutions of caustic potash until the pre- 
cipitate formed was just dissolved, it was found that in every case the 
proportion of potassium to aluminium in the soluble aluminate is re- 
presented by the formula K 2 AL 2 O 4 , or Al 2 1 e( l tLa '^ on being 

KAUSO* + 8KH0 = K 2 AI 2 O 4 + 4 K 2 SO 4 + 4H s O. 

The quantity of potassium sulphate solution present for one part of 
soluble potassium aluminate in the different degrees of dilution is as 
follows : — 


With Ala deci-lj-normal and K normal .... 79 parts solution. 

„ Ala decinormal and K normal 91 „ 

„ Ala deci-1 ^-normal and K decinormal 445 „ 

„ Ala decinormal and K decinormal. . . . 456 „ 

The same compound is obtained by saturating caustic potash with 
aluminium hydrate, evaporating to dryness, and extracting the excess 
of alkali by alcohol ( Pogg ; Ann., 7, 723). 

Fr 6 my (Ann. Ohim. Ploys. [3], 12, 362 ; Oonvpt rend., 15, 1106) 
obtained it in a crystalline form by fusing the residue ; he also states 
that KaAljO* is decomposed by much water, aluminium hydrate being 
precipitated, and Ala(KO)« is probably left in solution. 

Sodium Aluminate . — Similar experiments were made with alum and 
caustic soda with similar results, the formula for the compound being 
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AIo | ^- a Qj » formed according to the equation K 2 Al a (S0 4 )4 + 

8XaHO = Na^AJ 2 0 4 + K 2 S0 4 + 3hTa 3 S0 4 + 4H 3 0. The greatest 
dilution was 1 part of aluminate in 546 parts solution, and the least 
1 part in 95 paits. Tissier ( Gompt . rend 48, 627, and Jahr. Ohem ., 
1859, 143) obtained four different compounds, NaaAl 3 0 4 , ETacAhOe, 
Ka*HaO„ and KaJdA. L. T. O’S. 

Atomic Weight of Glucinnm. By L. F. ISTilson and 0. Pet- 
tebsson (Ber., 13, 1451 — 1459). — The authors have determined the 
atomic weight of glucinum by the analysis of the sulphate, and 
obtain the value 13’65 as the mean of four experiments. The specific 
heat of the metal increases with the temperature. Between 0° and 
100®, specific heat = 0*4246, atomic heat = 5*79. Between 0 n and 300°, 
specific heat = 0*5060, and the atomic heat = 6*90. 

In reply to L. Meyer’s statement (Ber., 6, 576) that the atomic 
heat of oxygen calculated from the molecular heat of glucina, G 3 0 3 , 
is too low, viz., 2*47, the authors point out that this number closely 
agrees with that deduced from the specific heats of the other metals of 
this group, 

At. heat of O. At heat of O. 

GA 2*34 GaA 2*88 

A1A 2*35 ln a 0 3 3*08 

ScA 2*67 W. O. W, 

Atomic Weight and Characteristic Salts of Scandium. By 
L. F. Hilson (Gompt. retid., 91, 118 — 121, and Ber., 13, 1439—1450). 
— The scandia used in these experiments was principally extracted 
from euxenite, but some residues from gadolinite and keilhauite were 
also at the disposal of the author. 

The new earth may be separated from ytterbia by taking advantage 
of the fact that the nitrate decomposes more easily by heat than that 
of ytterbium, and that scandium sulphate produces in a saturated 
solution of potassium sulphate an insoluble double salt. This double 
salt nevertheless contains a little ytterbium sulphate, which may be 
finally removed by converting them into nitrates, and submitting the 
latter to partial decomposition by heat ; the ytterbium nitrate can 
then be washed out. 

The sample of scandia used for determining the atomic weight was 
prepared by dissolving the pure sulphate in water with addition of a 
little nitric acid, and precipitating it as oxalate ; the oxalate when 
calcined yields scandia perfectly pure. A specimen prepared in this 
manner was examined spectroscopically by Thalen, who was unable to 
detect the presence of any foreign substance. 

The atomic weight was found by weighing the oxide, converting it 
into sulphate, and weighing the sulphate produced. If the oxide be 
ScA> then the mean of four experiments gives 44*03 as the atomic 
weight of scandium. 

Scandia, SC2O3, is a light, infusible, white powder resembling mag- 
nesia. It dissolves easily in boiling nitric and hydrochloric acids, but 
scarcely at all in the cold. It is not volatile, and gives no coloration 
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to flame, although a very brilliant spectrum may be obtained by the 
electric spark from the chloride. 

The nitrate crystallises from a strong solution in small prisms ; when 
strongly ignited, it is converted into oxide, but on treating this with 
water, a very basic nitrate generally dissolves, forming an opaque 
milky solution, which never becomes clear; this reaction is very 
characteristic of scandium. 

The sulphate , Sc^SO^s + 6 H 2 O, may be prepared as before men- 
tioned ; it is unalterable in the air, but loses 4 mols. of water at 100 °, 
and the anhydrous salt is produced on gentle ignition ; when strongly 
heated, it loses sulphuric acid and forms scandia. 

The double sulphate , KaSOi.Sc^SO^s + a;H 2 0, forms small prisms 
grouped in a peculiar manfier, which gives them a characteristic ap- 
pearance. It is very slightly soluble in water, and quite insoluble in a 
saturated solution of potassium sulphate. 

The sel&nite and oxalate may be made by precipitation with the 
corresponding sodium salts ; both are insoluble. 

The composition of the earth, Sc 2 0 3 , is proved by the following 
facts : — 

1. Scandia is found in minerals associated with other rare earths of 
the formula Rj 0 3 . 

2. Solutions of scandium and ytterbium salts behave in the same 
manner with oxalic acid. 

3. There is great analogy between the behaviour of the nitrates of 
these two metals at high temperatures. 

4. The composition of the double salt with potash shows that 
scandium belongs to the group of metals obtainable from gadolinite 
and cerite, all these metals giving salts of the same typical composi- 
tion. 

5. The insolubility of the same salt in a solution of potassium sul- 
phate singles out scandium in particular as a member of the cerite 
group. 

6 . In the composition of the selenites, this earth presents gTeat 
analogy on the one side to Y 2 0 3 , Er 3 0 3 , Yb*O s , and on the other to 
A1 2 0 3 , Ihj0 3 , Ce a 0 3j La*0 3 , which furnish analogous acid salts. 

7. The atomic weight, 44, is the number which Mendelejeff predicted 
for the undiscovered element ehaboron . 

8 . The specific heat and molecular volume of the earth and of the 
sulphates place scandia as intermediate between glnciua and yttria. 

J. W. 

Cerium Tungstate. By A. Cossa and M. Zbcchini (Qazzetta, 10, 
225 — 232) — The cerium tungstate was prepared by gradually adding 
a solution of pure cerium sulphate to a cold aqueous solution of normal 
sodium tungstate, keeping the latter in slight excess ; if the tungstate 
be added to the solution of cerium sulphate, the precipitate will be 
contaminated with the sparingly soluble sodium cerium sulphate. 
The yellowish flocculent precipitate dried at 100° has the composi- 
tion CeWOi + H 2 0 , but loses its water on ignition, and fuses at a 
very high temperature, but more readily than scheelite. On cooling, 
it forms a sulphur-yellow crystalline mass, with eonchoidai fracture ; 
sp. gr. 5 = 6*514 at 12 ° ; specific heat as determined by Naccari, 0*0821. 
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That of scheelite is 0*1005 (Kaecari) or 0*0967 (Kopp). Taking Ce 
as 92 this gives 

Mol. weight. Sp. heat. 

CeWOi 340 x 0*0821 = 27*91 

CaW0 4 288 x 0*1005 = 28*94 

CaWO* 288 x 0*0967 =; 27*84 

so that it would seem probable the cerium in cerium tungstate is 
bivalent like calcium. O. E. G-. 

Zinc Oxide in Alkaline Solutions. By A. B. Prescott ( Ohem . 
Xews, 42, 30). — By treating a normal solution of zinc sulphate with 
a normal potash solution, it is found # that at 17° 0. 8 c.c. of 
the alkaline solution are required to redissolve the precipitate, and 
that 4 c.c. of a seminormal sulphuric acid solution can be added to the 
mixture before reprecipitation takes place. It therefore appears that 
the compound K a OZnO is formed according to the equation, ZnS0 4 4- 
4K0H = K 2 OZnO + K 2 S0 4 + 2H a O. . This compound has previously 
been obtained in the crystalline state by Laux ( Amuden , 9, 165), and 
Pr6my (Gompt. rend., 15, 1106). The solution with excess of alkali 
is reprecipitated by excess of water. Decinormal potash solution 
would not dissolve the precipitate. The weakest solution capable of 

16*5 
56*1 

the solubility of the precipitate is greatly diminished. 

Caustic soda forms a similar compound, ISTa^OZnO, which is more 
soluble in the alkali, requiring only an excess of 3 c.c. ; at 50°, the 
solubility of the precipitate is also diminished. 

Ammonia also forms a compound with zinc oxide. 1 c.c. of zinc 
sulphate requires 5 c.c. of normal ammonia solution, and the reaction 
takes place according to the equation 2ZnS0 4 + 10NHJHO &= 
3(HH4) 3 2ZnO -|- 2(NHi) 2 SOi 4* 5H 2 0. The precipitate forms again 
on diluting the solution with water. Malaguti (Gompt. rend., 62, 
413) obtained a crystalline zinc ammonium oxide having the composi- 
tion 3SnH 8 .Zn0.3H 3 0[NH 4 H0.Zn(0H) 3 .H 2 0], or Zn(0H)(im 2 ).3H 2 0. 
Weyl (JaJiresb., 1864, 165, and Pogg. Ann., 123, 853) obtained the 
compound (NH 3 )*ZnO. The author considers the compound obtained 

'“Nils 


dissolving the precipitate is x normal. At a temperature of 50°, 


by himself to have the constitution 


ZnO 

ZnO 


NH* 
N H 3 

nh 8 

NHb 

INHs 


1 


L. T. O’S. 


Saver-ammonium Oxide. By A. B. Prescott (Cliem. News, 
42, 81). — The compound formed •when ammonia is added to silver 
nitrate in. sufficient quantity to dissolve the precipitate first produced, 

may he represented by the formula, the reaction being 

2AgirO, + 4NHiOH = (NH*Ag),0 + 2 NH 4 NO, + 8H s O. 

L. T. O’S. 
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Two New Basic Copper Chromates. Non-existence of 
Potassium Copper Chromate. By M. Rosenfeld (Her., 13, 1469 
— 1475). — The precipitate which is formed when potassium chromate 
is added to a solution of copper sulphate, has the composition 
CrOv3CuO + 2H*0. 

Although the colour of the substance varies with the temperature 
and concentration of the solutions, its composition is constant. The 
same salt is formed by digesting freshly precipitated copper hydroxide 
with a solution of potassium dichromate, but in this case it is mixed 
with crystals of potassium dichromate. 

No change takes place when solutions of potassium dichromate and 
copper sulphate are mixed together, but if sufficient potash is added 
to convert the dichromate into neutral chromate, then Cr0 3 .3Cu0 + 
2H a O is formed. If a larger quantity of potash is used, a yellow or a 
green precipitate will be thrown down. The former has the composi- 
tion 2 CrOj. 7 CuO + 5H c O, the green salt which changes to brown on 
drying has the formula Cr0 3 .7Cu0 + 5H 2 0. W. C. W. 

Fluorine Compounds of Uranium. By A. Ditte (Oomph rend., 
91, 115 — 118). — When the green oxide of uranium, TTsCh* is treated 
with hot concentrated hydrofluoric acid, it is rapidly attacked, with 
production of a yellow solution and an insoluble fine green powder. 
On evaporation the solution yields yellow transparent crystals which, 
when dried at 120 °, have the formula U 2 F 3 . 4 HF. 

This fiuohydrate, heated in a closed crucible, first melts, and. then 
evolves fumes of hydrofluoric acid ; if air has access, the fluoride is 
completely decomposed, and nraninm protoxide is produced. The 
green substance before mentioned is insoluble in water, and very little 
soluble even on heating in dilute acids, other than sulphuric acid and 
aqua regia. It is an oxyfluoride to which analysis assigned the 
formula U a 0 8 F. 

The author regards the green oxide as capable of separating under 
favourable conditions according to the equation 2 U s O A = 2U a Os -f 
U 2 O a ; in presence of hydrofluoric acid, the sesqnioxide dissolves with 
formation of fiuohydrate, whilst the protoxide behaving like an ele- 
mentary body combines with the halogen of the add, and liberates 
hydrogen. This reaction was verified by treating a, known weight of 
the green oxide with hydrofluoric acid, and weighing the products of 

the reaction. # 

Uranyl fluoride. U 2 0 2 F, melts and decomposes at a bright red heat, 
giving off vapours which condense to yellowish-white transparent 
needles, and leaving behind brilliant black crystals of titanium prot- 
oxide. The reaction appears to be as follows : — 2 U 2 0 ^ = u a OF* +■ 

U 2 0* + 0. , 

The oxyfluoride, U 2 OF* is very soluble in water; it melts and. 
volatilises at a red heat, but in presence of air it is decomposed with 
formation of protoxide. , . . , , 

When uranyl fluoride is heated to redness m a current of hydrogen, 
it evolves hydrofluoric acid, and is ultimately converted into crystalline 
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protoxide; but as long as the reaction is incomplete and the salt 
retains fluorine, it yields a sublimate of oxyfluoride, U 2 OF 2 , if strongly 
heated in a close vessel. J, W, 

Chemistry of the Platinum Metals. By T. Wilm (Per., 13, 
1198 — 1204). — According to v. Schneider (. Anncrten , Sup., 5, 261), 
pure palladinm may be obtained from the filtrate of platinum-ammo- 
ninm chloride, by precipitating the metals with zinc and dissolving 
ont the copper and palladinm by nitric acid. The palladinm is then 
separated by treatment with mercury, whereby an amalgam is obtained, 
which on distillation leaves pure palladinm. The author finds, how- 
ever, that all the platinum metals when precipitated by zinc are soluble 
in nitric acid, also that it is not possible to remove palladium alone by 
s hakin g the solution with mercury, as the latter precipitates all plati- 
num metals. A solution of platinum chloride may he decomposed by 
shaking with mercury, and a dark grey amalgam obtained. Further, 
the amalgam of platinum metals cannot be freed from mercury by dis- 
tillation and ignition. By treating such an ignited residue with 
hydrochloric acid, and precipitation with ammonium chloride, a com- 
pound, Pd Cl 2 ,5hTH4,ClHg>Cl2, has been obtained ; it crystallises in beau- 
tiful concentrically grouped needles ; on ignition in hydrogen, it yields 
a residue of mercury and palladium. From the residue insoluble in 
hydrochloric acid, by dissolving in aqua regia and removing the pla- 
tinum by ammonium chloride, a filtrate was obtained, which by treat- 
ment with salt, and ammonium chloride aud alcohol, yielded palladium 
ammonium chloride. This the author finds has the composition 
PdClj^NHiCl, and does not contain water of crystallisation. On 
ignition it leaves a residue of spongy palladium, which exhibits the 
absorption of hydrogen in a very marked manner. P. P. B. 


Mineralogical Chemistry. 


Hemihedry of the Diamond. By K. Martin (Jahrb. /. Min., 
1879, 156). — The author examined the fine collection of diamonds 
in the Leyden Museum, and found one specimen which in his opinion 
proved the hemihedry of the diamond. The crystal in question was 
apparently a fine triakisoctohedron 5 mm. in size, the faces being 
strongly striated and rounded off. Upon these faces the faces of 
the oetohedron appeared to exist, but they exhibited alternately such 
a difference in size that the author concluded that the faces were 
those of the positive and negative tetrahedron, consequents the pre- 
dominating form (■* grundform ”) must be considered to be bnilt up of 
the positive and negative deltoid-dodecahedron. The question to be 
answered was this : “ Were the segments in the opposite lying octants 
of the oetohedron dependent on each other in^beir growth ? ** It was 
evident that in the growth of each of the four segments (correspond- 
ing in position to a tetrahedron) there was a dependence. From this 
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fhe antlior concludes that, the crystal exhibited the following forms in 
,. mO — wO 0 — 0 

combination : C . A . B 


Two Regular Intergrowths of Different Minerals. By A. 
Sadebeck ( Jahrb . f. Min., 1879, 154 — 155). — (1.) Arsenical pyrites 
intergrown with Iron pyrites.— Some fine crystals of arsenical pyrites 
from Freiberg were found to be covered by numerous crystals ox iron 
pyrites. The arsenical pyrites exhibited the usual forms, the crystals 
being built up of numerous subindividuals in hypoparallel position, 
the axis parallel to which they arrange themselves being the vertical 
axis. The iron pyrites crystals are cubes characterised by the absence 
of the usual striation, the faces however appearing drusy, owing to the 
occurrence of numerous subindividuals also in hypoparallel position. 
These subindividuals do not exhibit sharply defined outlines, their 
faces and edges being more or less rounded or bent. The iron pyrites 
cubes occur in the arsenical pyrites crystals in such a manner that one 
of the crystallographical axes of the former coincides with the vertical 
axis of the latter, whilst the prismatic axes of both crystals also coin- 
cide. This peculiar law was first discovered by the author in the case 
of a similar intergrowth of iron pyrites with marcasite in some speci- 
mens of the last-named mineral from Tavistock. The occurrence of 
a similar intergrowth of the two isomorphous minerals (marcasite and 
arsenical pyrites) with iron pyrites, seems to show that the isomor- 
phism is not due to form alone, but also to the molecular structure, as 
both minerals apparently exert an equal molecular attraction upon the 
iron-pyrites. 

(2.) Copper pyrites intergrown with Fahlerz. — The author observed a 
very peculiar and interesting intergrowth of the above-mentioned 
minerals on some specimens from Kapnik, the crystallographical axis 
of the two minerals coinciding, so that the positive tetrahedron of the 
fahlerz lies in the same position as the negative tetrahedron (sphenoid) 
of the copper-pyrites, and vice versa. The edges of the two tetra- 
hedrons intersect at right angles, so that the individuals occupy the 
same position as two regular tetrahedrons, twinned according to the 
law, “ the twin-axis a prismatic axis/’ The copper pyrites tetra- 
hedrons predominate, the combination being the positive tetrahedron 
(sphenoid) with modified solid angles, with occasionally the te first 
aeuter ” pyramid. The fahlerz crystals (exhibiting the combination 
positive tetrahedron, triakistetrahedron and rhombic dodecahedron) 
project from the faces of the copper pyrites tetrahedron. There is of 
course no real twin-formation in the above case, as the minerals are 
different and also the crystal-systems. 0. A. B. 

Microscopical Observations of the Growth and Resolution 
of the Alums in Solution oi Isormorphous Substances. By F. 
Klocke (Jahrb. f. Min., 1879, 81 — 82).— There is nothing of impor- 
tance in this paper to add to the author’s previous observations 
(Jahrb. f. Min., 1878, 958—959; this Journal, 36, 489). 

C. A. B. 

3 o 2 
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Feuerblende (Rittingerite) from Ohanareillo. By A. Schrauf 
(JaJirb. f. Min., 1879, 144). — The author observes that the rittingerite 
of Joachimsthal described by him ( Sitzungsber . d. Wiener Akad., April 
11th, 1872) seems to be identical with the mineral from Ohanareillo. 
The axial ratios are the same, and there is an analogous dvelopment 
of the forms. The following measurements will make this more ap- 
parent : — 

Rittingerite OP : P = 48° 52' coP : ooP.= 124° 20' 

from Ohanareillo ooPco : 5^5 = 48° 56' Pob *. Poo = 124° 37' 

The OP of Schrauf corresponds with the ooPoo of Streng. Sehrauf 
states tliat the results of his examinations of true feuerblende agree 
with those of Miller. C. A. B. 

Manganese-Garnet. By Heddle ( JaJirb . /. Min., 1879, 83). — 
Crystals of this garnet are found in various localities in Scotland, but 
particularly fine ones are found at Glen Skiag, in Boss, accompanied 
by muscovite crystals, tourmaline, and more rarely by zircon and apa- 
tite. The garnets are trapezohedrons, exhibiting two colours, the first 
being light red and often one inch in diameter, the second are brown 
and sometimes five inches in diameter. An analysis showed the two 
varieties to have the following composition, viz. : — 

Light red garnet — 

SiO> AI3O3. Pe 2 0 3 . PeO. MnO. CaO. MgO. H,0. 

35*99 16*221 8*638 23 27 15*24 0*403 0*471 0*249 = 100*482 

Brown garnet — 

36*076 18*957 7*033 21*56 13*615 0*904 1*769 0*325 = 100*239 

Similar garnets are at Struay Bridge and also at Ben Resipol, 

in Argyllshire. C. A. B. 

Desmine (Stillbite). By A. v. Lasaulx (JaJirb. f. Min., 1879, 82, 
83). — The author examined crystallographically and optically some 
desmine crystals from various localities, and concluded from the 
results obtained that desmine crystallises in the mono-symmetrical 
system, being isomorphous with harmotome and phillipsite. The 
axial relations were a : b : c = 0*70325 : 1 : 1*119395 P = 00 P; ooPob. 
= OP; OP. = +P 00 ; ooPdo = coPoo; ooP=i?oo. There are no simple 
crystals of desmine, but only twins, according to the same laws as 
those of harmatome and phillipsite. 0. A. B. 

Analyses of Minerals and Rocks. By A. Hilger (JaJirb. f. 
Min., 1879, 127— 132).— PorpJiyry from tJie Paper Mill near Weilbury, 
Nassau. — This rock was found to have a sp. gr. of 2*79 and the follow- 
ing composition, viz. : — 

81O* Ala0 3 . PesOg. CaO. MgO. m 2 0. K 2 0. CO* H s O. 

61*12 16*96 6*28 1*13 0*85 4*37 4*63 2*78 1*36 = 99*33 

There were traces also of manganese and sulphuric acid. The pre- 
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sence of carbonic anhydride is due to infiltration of calcium carbonate 
and ferrous carbonate, both of these substances being derived from 
the neighbouring rock. The manganese 'was present as manganoso- 
manganic oxide. 

Biorite from Biez in the Bujphachthal , Nassau, — This rock is interpo- 
lated in great masses in the lower Devonian orthocerasic slates. An 
analysis was made of it with the following results, viz. 

(a.) Soluble in hydrochloric acid — 

SiOo. F©g0 3 . AlgO*. OaO. PgOg. 

0*84 6*83 1*47 2*69 0*001 = (with traces of alkalis) 1 1*83 

(6.) Insoluble in hydrochloric acid — 

SiO a . OaO. Fe 2 0 3 - Al 2 O s . MgO. 3S T a 2 0* KgO. 

6*44 0*51 4*90 16*73 0*7 3*00 0*85 = 87*13 

98*96 

The amount of FeO was found to be 5*76 per cent., and that of the 
Fe 2 0 3 4*23 per cent. 

Biallagite and Bronzite from Bun Mountain , near Nelson, New Zea- 
land. — Both these minerals occur intermixed in large foliated masses, 
penetrating olivine and serpentine. 

Bronzite . — Sp. gr. = 2*58. Its chemical composition was found to 
be as follows, viz. : — • 

Si0 2 . AlA. OaO. MgO. HD. N%0. FeO. H 2 0. 

41*82 6*28 3*52 26*80 0*82 0*66 8*57 11*03 = 99*50 

There were traces also of Cr 2 0 3 and P a O s . 

Biallagite. — Sp. gr. = 3*19. Its chemical composition was found to 
be as follows, viz. : — 

SiOg. CaO. MgO. AlgOg. FeO. BUO. 

52*23 20*15 16*85 4*71 3*48 2*53 = 99*95 

The bronzite is much decomposed, notwithstanding its fresh appear- 
ance, whilst the diallagite is not so much decomposed. 

PinitoUd , from Gleichlinger Fels in the Fichtelgebirge, occurs in 
light greyish-green masses in the decomposed granite, being a product 
of the decomposition of orthoclase. Sp. gr. 2*81 ; chemical composi- 
tion as follows, viz. : — 

SiOg. * A1 2 0 3 . CaO. MgO. K a O. ffa*0. Fe a O s . P s 0 5 . H a O. 

45 29*96 1*44 T15 10*13 2*15 3*16 0*32 6*24 = 99*79 

Zinc-blende occurs in the keuper-sandstone (Letfenkohlm sandstein ) 
of Bothenburg in foliated nodules. Its chemical composition was as 
follows, viz. : — 

Insoluble 

Zn. S. FegO s . Cu. Tl. matter. 

62*37 30*69 1*33 traces traces 5*64 = 100*03 

Calamine (Smithsonite) is found as a light-grey crust, accompanied 
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by iron pyrites and spathic iron and quartz at Ems, Nassau. Chemical 
composition as follows, viz. : — 

Insoluble 

ZnO. CO> Fpj 0 3 . S. matter. 

52*42 28*31 4*90 1*30 12*17 = 99*10 

The sulphur is combined with iron, forming 2*44 per cent, of iron- 
pyrites, the remaining iron being in the form of ferric oxide. 

Mixture of cinnabar, metacirmabarite , and stiblite , from Huitzucs, in 
Mexico. Sp. gr. = 4*66. This mixture was analysed and found to 
have the following composition, viz. : — 

Insoluble 

Hg. S. Sb. 0. H 3 0. matter. 

15*79 2*54 59*66 15*66 2*29 2*51 = 98*45 

There is little doubt that the antimony really exists in the form of 
stiblite in this mixture, as the following shows, viz. : — 

H a O . . = 2*29 per cent. : 18 = 0*12 = 1 
Sb . . . . = 59*66 „ : 122 = 0*49 = 4 

O .... = 15*66 „ : 16 sss 0*97 = 8 

Delfs (/. pr. Ohem.y 40 , 318), and Schnabel ( Pogg . Ann 105 , 
146), found the formula of stiblite to be H a SbaO fi or SKO^HjO. 
On igniting the mineral until the weight was constant, there was a loss 
of 22*15 per cent., a result which differs little from the percentage of 
mercury, sulphur, and water added ^together. The residue contained 
59*24 per cent, of antimony. 

Pyromorphite from Dembach , near Montabaur , Nassau . — Crystals ex- 
hibiting the following forms in combination, viz. : — ooP, OP, and P, 
were found imbedded in pyrolusite. On analysis their chemical com- 
position was found to be as follows, viz. : — 

Insoluble in 

Pb. Ca. CL P0 4 . nitric acid. 

75*070 0*300 2*133 21*267 0*313 = 99*083 

Fluorine was not detected. C. A. B. 

Heat of the Comstock Lode. By J. A. Church ( Ohem . New*, 
42 , 42 — 43 and 52 — 53). — J. A. Phillips ( Quart. Jour, Oeol, Soc 
August, 1879) maintains that the heat evolved by the kaolinisation of 
the felspar rocks is not sufficient to raise the temperature of the Com- 
stock Mine to 85°. In reply, the anthor upholds his theory, and points 
out that the amount of alkalis which enter into solution affords no 
measure of the quantity of rock which is undergoing the process, for 
there is a large amount of aqueous vapour which pervades the lode 
and enters into chemical combination with the kaolinised rock, evolv- 
ing large quantities of heat without dissolving any of the alkalis, <fcc. 
There are moreover gaseous currents, the result of kaolinisation per- 
meating the rocks, which carry the heat with them and distribute it 
throughout the whole mass. 

G. F. Barker m a i nta in s that the heat is produced by the movement 
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of the rocks, but this movement is caused by the swelling of the rocks 
when their conditions have been altered artificially by excavation. 
There is no indication of any natural movement at a depth of 2,000 
feet sufficient to produce the requisite amount of heat. The first 
thousand feet — although the principal zone of oxidation and solution — 
does not exhibit any unusual increase of temperature, the increase 
being about 3- 5° for every hundred feet. L. T. Q'S. 

Two remarkable Meteors observed in Sweden. By A. E. 
Nordenskiold (Jahrb. /. Min., 1879, 77 — 81). — A meteor fell on the 
18th of March, 1877, and was seen over the greater part of Sweden, 
exploding over W ernem Lake, which at the time was covered with 
ice. Some account of it is given by eye witnesses in Verb. d. Qeol. 
Ver. in Stockholm , bd. 4, 73 — 75. Another meteor fell on the 28th of 
June, 1873, at Stalldalen in the middle of the day, whilst the sun was 
shining brilliantly. It was seen for a distance of about 450 kilo- 
meters. From the observations of several scientific men, the author 
is of opinion that the principal part of the cosmical substance of the 
meteorite consisted of a combustible substance, which left no residue 
behind, and the burning of this substance produced the brilliant light 
observed. The burning nucleus had a diameter of about 150 to 400 
meters, and some observers were certain that the meteor consisted of 
two or more u fire-balls ” following each other. It exploded at a 
height of about 38 kilometers, and 11 stones were collected, weighing 
in the aggregate about 35 kilograms. The ground-moss of the 
meteorite consists of a grey and a black shining substance, both con- 
taining numerous black shining faces, grains, and microscopical 
crystals of olivine disseminated throughout, also nickel-iron in grains 
and reticulated veins. The presence of magnetic iron pyrites was 
made apparent on a polished surface, whilst chondrodite was observed 
in thin sections, the resemblance of the meteorite to the Orvinio 
meteorite of Tschermak being very striking under the microscope. An 
analysis of the meteorite by Lindstrom showed it to have the following 
composition, viz- : — 

SiO* PA- A1A- AA- FeO. MnO. NiO. OaO. MgO. 

I .. 35-71 0-30 2-11 0 40 10*29 0 25 0*20 1*61 23*16 

II . 38-32 0 31 215 — 9-75 1-00 0*42 1-84 25-01 

tfajO. E a O. Fe. Hi. Co. P. S. CL 
I .. 0*62 0*15 21*10 1*61 0*17 0*01 2-27 0*04=100*00 

n . . Not determined 17*48 1*02 — 2-51 — - 99-81 

T^e first gives the composition of the grey ground-mass, the second 
that of the black ground-mass; sp. gr. at 23° = 3-733. Nordenskioid 
assigns -the following constitution to the meteorite from Stalldalen, 
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r. ii. 

574 6*36 

19*42 14*65 

33 * 46 ") 

40*69 > 78-99 

0*59 J 


99*90 100*00 

The grey ground-mass becomes black on being heated either in the 
reducing or oxidising flame, and the author considers it probable that 
those stones which exhibit a grey colour have not been exposed to so 
high a temperature as the darker ones. Nordenskiold recalculated 
the analyses of all the meteorites which most nearly approach the 
Stalldalen meteorite in chemical composition, and found (on express- 
ing the constituents in the elementary form) that they were identical 
in composition, a fact which the following table will serve to illus- 
trate, viz. : — 


Locality. 

Analyst. 

Si. 

Mg. 

Fe. 

Ni. 

Co. 

Mn, 

Erdeben 

Stromeyer .... 

26*11 

21-79 

44*29 

2*43 

— 

0*83 

Lima 

A. Kuhlberg . . 

26 *70 

23 *61 

42*90 

2*68 

— 

0-66 

Bknsko 

Berzelius .... 

26*91 

23 22 

43*12 

1*59 

0*09 

0*56 

Ohaba. 

Bukeisen .... 

26*12 

21*62 

47-82 

2-75 

— 

9-18 

Pillistfer 

Gbrewingk and 
Schmidt 

28*02 

22 *09 

42*99 

2*99 

— 

0*01 

"Dun rtrrjTn ........ 

Haughton .... 

27*55 

20 *4*5 

44-74 

1*58 

— 

0*44 

Hessle (large stone) 
„ (small stone) 

Lindstr&m .... 

26*26 

21 *28 

48-57 

3*29 

0*03 

0*60 

NordenskiSld. . 

26 *43 

23 *07 

41-37 

3*30 

trace 

trace 

Orvmio (chondritic 
ground-mass) 

L. SipScz .... 

26 *09 

21 *28 

43-29 

3*16 

*■— 

— 

Ditto (black ground- 
mass) 

Stalldalen (grey 

ground-mass) 

L. Sipocz .... 

26*65 

20*18 

42-55 

4*71 

— 


Lindstrdm .... 

26*66 

21*41 

44-83 

2*73 

0*26 

0*20 


Locality. 

Analyst. 

Ca. 

Al. 

Ha. 

K. 

Cr. 

Sn. 

Erxleben 


2*13 

1*31 


___ 

0*26 


■ a H7. 

A. Kuhlberg . . 

trace 

2*12 

0*83 

trace 

KKlil 

— 


Berzelius .... 

1*02 

1*85 

0*85 

0*25 

0*42 

0*12 

Ohaba 

Bukeisen .... 

— 

0*23 

1* 

12 

0*26 



Pillistfer 

G-rewingk and 
Schmidt 

0*53 

2 07 

0*39 

0*31 

0*53 

0*14 

Dundrum 

Haughton .... 

2-09 

HKH 


0*66 

1-07 

— 


Lindstr&m .... 

1-97 

1*94 

1-05 

— 

0*08 

0*03 

„ (small stone) 

Hordenski&ld. . 

2-28 

1-27 

1-78 



0*49 

Em 

Orvinio (chondritic 

L. Sip5cz .... 

2-46 

1*75 

1*59 

0*38 

— ■ 



ground-mass) 







Ditto (black ground- 

L. Sipfoz .... 

2-66 

1*91 

1*10 

0*34 

— 

— 

mass 









Lindstrdm. ... 

1-77 

1-74 

EE7I 

0*18 

0*42 

__ 

ground-mass) 









Magnetic iron pyrites . . 

Nickel iron 

Soluble silicates 

Insoluble silicates 

Chrome-iron 
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From the above table, it appears that a remarkable resemblance 
exists in the chemical composition of the meteorites, consequently it is 
highly probable that they had a common origin, having been origin- 
ally either completely metallic or completely oxidised, their present 
composition being due to subsequent oxidation or reduction. Hor- 
denskiold is of opinion that other similar groups of meteorites may 
be arranged. 0. A. B. 


Organic Chemistry. 


Aluminium Iodine Reaction. By J. H. Gladstone and A. 
Tribe (Ohem. News , 42, 2 — 3). — Water, alcohol, and ether, although 
not acted on by either aluminium or iodine, are readily attacked when 
these bodies act conjointly on them. Water at first forms a definite 
hydrate with aluminium iodide, but in presence of excess of the metal 
it is decomposed, hydrogen being evolved and aluminium hydrate 
formed. 

Alcohol is similarly decomposed by aluminium and its iodide, with for- 
mation of aluminium ethylate and aluminium iodoethylate, hydrogen 
being evolved at the same time. Ether is attacked only by a mixture 
of iodine and aluminium, ethyl iodide and aluminium iodoethylate being 
formed. Similar reactions take place with amyl ether and ethyl and 
amyl acetates. Zinc and iron cannot be substituted for aluminium, 
but the chloride or bromide may be used instead of the iodide. 

To decompose the alcohol, a small quantity of iodine (which is 
capable of decomposing a large quantity of the alcohol) is dissolved in 
it, the required excess of aluminium added, and the mixture is heated. 
Hydrogen is then evolved, and the reaction continues until all the 
aluminium is dissolved. By this means the ethylate, normal propyl- 
ate, isobutylate, amylate, benzylate, phenylate, cresylate, and thy- 
molate of aluminium have been obtained. Of these the first four may 
be distilled in a vacuum, but the other undergoes decomposition when 
distilled. 

Methyl alcohol is not decomposed by a mixture of aluminium and its 
iodide, but in presence of free iodine, hydrogen is slowly evolved. An 
aluminium-platinum couple may be substituted for the mefcaL 

Pseudopropyl alcohol is attacked under any circumstances. 

Cetyl alcohol is slowly decomposed below 200°, above which tempera- 
ture a secondary reaction sets in, cetyl iodide and aluminium hydrate 
being formed. 

AUyl alcohol is at first decomposed in a similar manner to the alco- 
hols of the series C»H*»+x.OH, but afterwards a portion of the hydrogen 
set free acts on the excess of alcohol, forming propylene and water, 

Ethylene alcohol is only very slightly acted on by the reagent. 

Propemfl alcohol is decomposed above 140°, with the formation of 
allyl iodide, aluminium hydrate, and free iodine ; but when excess of 
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aluminium, is present, no iodine is set free. No hydrogen is liberated. 
Hydrogen is not liberated from aldehyde. 

It is seen, therefore, that aluminium is substituted for the basic 
hydrogen of water in monohydric alcohols, pseudopropyl alcohol being 
excepted ; whilst in the di- and tri-hydric alcohols, aluminium is not 
substituted for the hydrogen, as is also the case with aldehyde. In 
the case of the ethers and of glycerol, the iodides of the positive radi- 
cals are formed. 

The aluminium alcohols are solids, melting to clear liquids and 
remaining fluid at temperatures far below their melting points ; those 
of the fatty series are capable of distillation. They are more or less 
soluble in alcohol, ether, and benzene, and are decomposed by water 
into the alcohol and aluminium hydrate. Their specific gravities at 4° 
are : ethylate, 1*147 *, propylate, 1*026 ; bntylate, 0*988 ; amylate, 
0*980; phenylate, 1*25 ; cresylate, 1*166; and thymolate, 1*04. 

They are decomposed by heat, being resolved into the alcohol, and 
its olefine and alumina, and at the same time into alumina and the 
ether. Aluminium ethylate is decomposed mainly according to the first 
reaction : (C 2 HaO) 6 Ala = A1 8 0 6 -j- 8 C 2 H 4 -f 3C s H c O, where as 
the phenylate yields chiefly the ether (0 6 H fl 0)6Ala = Al a O s -f 
8 (C<tHfl) a O : other reactions take place, yielding new compounds not 
yet investigated. The thymolate is decomposed into alumina, propy- 
lene, and bodies of the cresyl group, one of which is obtained in pearly 
plates by sublimation or crystallisation from alcohol ; it appears to be 
an ether having the formula CuHiaO, but is under investigation. 

The reaction which takes place in the above decomposition is proba- 
bly as follows : first, the aluminium iodide decomposes the alcohol 
with liberation of hydriodic acid, which is decomposed by the metallic 
aluminium present with evolution of hydrogen, and the iodide formed 
acts on a further quantity of alcohol, setting free more hydriodic 
acid, and so the reaction continues until all the metallic aluminium is 
dissolved, according to the equations — 

(1) fifCnH^.OH) + AlJe = Al^OH^O)* + CHI; and 

(2) 6 HI + AU = Alai* + 3H*. 

L. T. O’S. 

Action of Bromine on Dichlorhydrin and Propylphycite. 
By A. Claus and B. Lindhobst (Ber., 13, 1209 — 1212). — When 
dichlorhydrin is heated with bromine (3 mols.) and water in sealed 
tubes at 110 — 120 ° until the colour of the bromine disappears, dibromo- 
dichloracetone is formed in the following way: CLHgCUO +3Br a ss 
CaHaBraClaO + 4HBr. 

Dibromodichloracetone forms a hydrate with water, which on cooling 
may be obtained in well-formed crystals ; these lose their water when 
kept over sulphuric acid. The anhydrous substance crystallises in 
bundles of leaflets, which may be melted by the warmth of the hand. 
It may be distilled in a vacuum without decomposition. 

If, after the formation of the above compound, the heating is con- 
tinued, then inferomomotiocA^orcxce^cme, C 3 HJBr 8 C 10 , is obtained in the 
form of prismatic needles; these after being separated mechanically 
from the dibromodichloracetone and recrystallised, melt at about 50 . 
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By continued heating, it was formerly supposed (Lindhorst, Dissert., 
Freiburg, 1877) that a tetrabromacetone was formed; further investi- 
gation has, however, shown that it is a condensation product. 

Dibromodichloracetone is easily decomposed by baryta-water in the 
cold, giving a yellow precipitate, which by the action of hydrochloric 
acid, gives formic and glycollic acids, the products of decomposition of 
the acid existing in the yellow precipitate as a barium salt. This 
decomposition shows the constitution of dibromochloracetone to be 
CHsCl.CO.CBrA 

The authors conclude that when bromine acts on dichlorhydrin, 
acetone is first formed, and that the hypothetical bromodichlorbydrin, 
from which propylphycite is obtained, does not exist. P. P. B. 

Fermentation of Glucose. Bv L. Boutroux (Compt. rend ., 91, 
236 — 238). — In a previous paper (this Journal, 36, 566) the author 
states that by sowing the ferment Mycoderma aceti in a solution of 
glucose, lactic acid is produced ; on further examination of the acid, 
however, he finds that in all its reactions it corresponds to the glnconic 
acid of Hlasiwetz and Habermana (Awrnlen, 155, 123) ; its formula is 
identical, C 6 Hi 3 0t, but its calcium salt contains 1 instead of 2 mols. 
H a 0. 

This reaction is not fermentation properly so called, but merely 
oxidation, since every molecule of glucose absorbs 1 atom of oxygen. 

L. T. 0’S. 

Fermentation of Glucose, By Maumee (Compt. rend., 91, 
331). — The author states that in his Traite theoretique et pratique de la, 
fabrication du sucre , he shows that the glnconic acid of Boutroux (pre- 
vious Abstract) is produced by the oxidation of glucose by copper 
acetate, mercuric oxide, &c. Prom his experiments, he finds that the 
acid contains a molecule of oxygen more than Boutroux gives in his 


formula. He has not published his results. L. T. O’S. 

Chemistry of Sugar ( Dinglpolyt . 237, 146—153).— Horsin- 
Deon examined palm-sugar from Calcutta with the following 
results : — 

Cane-sugar 87*97 

Reducing sugar 1*71 

Gum 4*88 

Water and volatile constituent 1*88 

Ash 0*50 

Mannite, and lobs 3*06 

The sugar was fermenting. 


Liebermann and Horman have examined the glucoside from Persian 
berries, and represent its decomposition thus : — 

CwHaA + 5H*0 = 2C*H A + 4C«H 14 0 8 . 

Xanfchorhanmin. Rhamnefcin. Sugar. 


They succeeded in obtaining beautiful orystals of the sugar, which 
analysis showed to be identical with isodnlcite. Its rotatory power is 
given by— 

6 Mb = + 8*07°. 
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Honig and Rosenfeld hay© obtained a compound of grape-sugar and 
sodium, CeHnKaOe, by decomposing an alcoholic sugar solution with 
alcoholic sodium. 

E. Demole has effected a partial synthesis of milk-sugar. Milk- 
sugar was decomposed into galactose and lactoglucose by means of 
dilute acid, and the mixture was treated at the boiling point with 
acetic anhydride. The resulting ether was saponified with baryta; 
the product after repeated crystallisation from alcohol agreed with 
milk-sugar in all its properties. An analogous experiment with cane- 
sugar did not succeed. 

v . Lippmann has investigated the inversion of cane-sugar by means 
of carbonic anhydride, and has found that with dry gas and sugar no 
inversion, takes place. A sugar solution of + 100° saturated with 
carbonic anhydride showed after 150 days a rotation of — 44*2° ; the 
inversion was thus complete. The inverting power of carbonic anhy- 
dride is considerably increased by strong pressure. A solution of 100° 
saturated with the gas under pressure and heated, is completely in- 
verted in 20 to 30 minutes. 

# By the action of zinc chloride on fused sugar, the author obtained a 
liquid which by fractional distillation yielded aldehyde, acetone, 
metacetone, formic acid, acetic acid, furfnrol, and apparently mesetyl 
oxide. Besides these, carbonic anhydride, carbonic oxide, hydrocar- 
bon, ethylene and propylene were observed. In the neck of the retort 
small, pure ^white, hard crystals were found, which had a melting 
point of 150°, and which by analysis agreed with hexmethylbenzene, 

Burin has found that in a solution of cane-sugar containing invert 
sugar, no inversion of the cane-sugar takes place at a temperature of 
70° to 75°, when the alkalinity is maintained about that of *001 of 
CaO, When heated to from 75° to 114°, the solution becomes faintly 
acid, and the inversion begins and goes on until completed. If the 
solution is maintained alkaline, no inversion takes place. The presence 
of invert sugar is not necessary, the inversion taking place without it 
on formation of the acid. 

Wachtel finds that thfe arabic acid of the beet is not separated by 
lime and filtration, but forms an arabate which must be found in the 
molasses. 

E. Weyer has found tricarballylic acid in the residue of Robert’s 
apparatus, and has obtained it pure by Lippmann’s process. The 
same author has obtained vanillin from many raw sugars by agitating 
an acid solution of the sugar with ether. ° 

Lippmann finds the composition of tribasic calcium saccharate 
to be— 

C 12 H»O u + 3CaO + 3HjO. J. T. 

Decomposition-products of Sugar. By E. Reichardt and 
others (Bied. Gentr 1880, 559). — By the action of bromine on cane- 
sugar, one-third is converted into gluconic acid, one-third into glucose, 
and the remainder into gum. By allowing a thin stream of melted 
sngar to fall on heated chloride of zinc, Lippmann observed that a 
very violent reaction set in, aldehyde, acetic acid, fnrfurol and other 
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products being formed, together with hexmethylbenzene, a body 
having a melting point of 150°, and boiling point of 258—260°. 

J. K. C. 

Sacnlmio Acid ( Oazzetta , 10, 240 — 245), and Saculmin 
(ibid., 855 — 361). By F. Sestini — This acid is obtained by treating 
crude saculmin (this vol., p. 538) with a cold dilute solution of 
potash or soda, filtering and precipitating ; the precipitate is washed 
and dried over sulphuric acid. It then forms lustrous black fragments, 
sparingly soluble in water, easily in dilute alcohol, but almost insoluble 
in absolute alcohol. It may he purified by fractionally precipitating its 
alcoholic solution with ether. Its solutions are precipitated by baryta, 
by hydrochloric acid, or by sodium chloride. When heated to 100 , it 
is altered, and is no longer completely soluble in dilute alcohol or in 
potash solution. The results of the analyses correspond with the 
formula CnH 10 O 4 , so that its formation may be represented by 
C12H04O12 = ChHioO* + H.COOH 4* 6H4O. The silver compound ob- 
tained on adding silver nitrate to an alcoholic solution of saculmic 
acid exactly neutralised with potash, had the formula CnHgAgCV 
Barium sacubnate, C w Hi 8 Ba0 8 + H>0, was thrown down as a brown 
precipitate on adding baryta- water to a solution of saculmic acid. 

Saculmin. — The residue left after the crude saculmin had been 
treated with cold potash solution, as above mentioned, is partly 
soluble in hot 5 per cent, potash solution ; this portion the author calls 
saculmous acid, and the insoluble residue saculmin. Analysis shows 
that saculmous acid contains more carbon and less hydrogen than sac- 
ulmic acid. Saculmin after treatment with dilute hydrochloric acid 
has the composition CuHaOu, and may be regarded as an anhydride 
derived from 4 mols. sacculmic acid, C u H 10 Oi, by elimination of 1 mol. 
H a O. It has a strong affinity for bases, taking up potash and baryta 
from their solutions ; these combinations are not decomposed even by 
prolonged washing with distilled water. O. E. G. 

Action of Glycerol on Starch. By K. Ztjlkowbki (Ber., 13, 
1395 — 1398). — Since glycerol at 190° is capable of dissolving 6 per 
cent, of powdered starch and converting it into the soluble modifica- 
tion, soluble starch may be easily prepared by heating potato starch 
with glycerol at 180 — 190° for half an hour (if rice or wheat starch is 
used, the conversion takes place much more slowly). The solution is 
allowed to cool down to 120°, when it is poured into three times its 
volume of strong alcohol. 

The precipitated starch is washed with alcohol first by decantation 
and then on a cotton filter with the aid of a filter-pump until it is free 
from glycerol. It may be further purified by solution in warm water, 
and reprecipitation by alcohol. 

This soluble starch appears to be identical with Maschke’s prepara- 
tion ( OmeUn Kraut, 4, 540), since its solution is powerfully dextro- 
gyrate, and the substance loses its solubility when (fried. 

The concentrated aqueous solution slowly deposits insoluble starch. 

Dilute solutions are precipitated by lime and baryta- water, and are 
coloured blue by iodine. W. O. W. 
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Nature of the Sugar in the Liver. By J. Seegen and 
E. Ejratschmer (Pfluger's Archive 22, 206 — 214). — The object of 
this paper is to combat the assertion of Mus cuius and Mering ( Zeitsch . 
f\ Physiol . Chem., 2) that maltose is found in the liver. A prelimi- 
nary experiment is described, in which the extract obtained, when 
examined by fermentation, reduction, and the polariseope, gave evi- 
dence only of the presence of grape-sugar. 

The method of extracting the sugar by fractional precipitation as 
nsed by Muscalus and Mering is described at length, and the results 
of experiments by this method are given ; no evidence of any other 
sugar than grape-sugar could be obtained. Then follow the details 
of experiments with cold liver extract. The first series yielded the 
same resalt as before. A second and third series gave such a high 
specific rotation that the presence of maltose was suspected. The 
authors, however, give a different explanation of this Jhigh specific 
rotation. The figures were obtained from the liquids which had been 
fermented, and the results of experiments are given which show that 
dextrin in the presence of grape-sugar and yeast readily ferments, 
and that a body is formed having a very high specific rotation, which 
reduces copper solutions energetically. A large number of experi- 
ments were also made by dialysis. The diaiysate was examined by 
fermentation, reduction of copper solution, and the polariseope, and 
again after treatment with hydrochloric acid : all the results tend to 
show that grape-sugar alone was present, and to this view the authors 
therefore adhere. W. N*. 

Maltodextrin. By A. Herzeeld (Bied. Oentr 1880, 347 — 350). — 
Experiments on the saccharification of starch by means of diastase 
having raised some doubts respecting the formulas of the products 
formed, the author instituted those mentioned in the present article in 
order to obtain further information on the subject. The results of his 
labours show that saccharification of starch by diastase always pro- 
duces dextrin through the series of amylo-, erythro-, and achroo- 
dextrin ; at the same time a part of the achroodextrin is transformed 
into maltodextrin and maltose. This transformation takes place 
within certain limits. The absence of a sufficient quantity of sugar 
arrests the process, which is however resumed when the fermentation 
is allowed to proceed in the produced sugar. The temperature must 
be under 65° ; if higher, and up to 80' , the diastase operates only 
as far as the erythro- and malto-dextrin stage, it being uncertain if 
achroodextrin and maltose will be produced. These conclusions 
coincide with those of Payen, by whom, however maltodextrin was 
only considered a transition product. 

The view of Musculus, that the starch molecule splits up into sugar 
on the one side and dextrin on the other, finds further refutation in 
these experiments, for, as shown by Bondonneau. both maltose and 
maltodextrin are produced by the action of diastase on dextrin quite 
free from starch. The theory must therefore be set aside until some 
satisfactory evidence is brought in its favour. J. E. 

Preparation of Laurie, Myristic, Palmitic, and Stearic Alde- 
hydes. By E. Kbafet (Bar., 13, 1413 — 1418 ). — Laurie aldehyde , 
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C12H24O, is prepared by subjecting to dry distillation under a pres- 
sure of 15 — 25 mm. a mixture of calcium or barium formate (3 parts) 
and laurate (2 parts), to which a small quantity of calcium carbonate 
has been added to diminish the fusibility. If the dist illa tion is not 
carried on too far, the distillate can be easily purified by rectifica- 
tion under diminished pressure, after it has been freed from oily 
impurities by lying on porous plates. After recrystallisation from 
ether it forms glistening plates, which melt at 44*5® and boil at 143° 
under 22 mm. pressure. 

Myristic aldehyde , CiJELgO, obtained by a similar process, melts at 
52*5 , and boils at 169° under 22 mm pressure. 

Palmitic aldehyde , C^H^O, crystallises in pearly plates, which melt 
at 58*5° and boil at 193° under 22 mm. pressure. The body pre- 
viously known as cetyl aldehyde appears to be merely impure cetyl 
alcohol. 

Stearic aldehyde , CigH^O, melts at 63*5° and boils at 213° under 
22 mm. pressure, and at 261° under 100 mm. pressure. It crystallises 
in plates, which exhibit a bluish lustre. W. C. W, 

Monobromacetone and the Alcohol of Acetone. By A. Em- 
merling and R. Wagner (Annalen, 204, 27 — 49). — The main object 
of the authors was to obtain from acetone a body which they name 
acetol, CH3.CO.CH2.OH, by the action of silver oxide or an alkaline 
carbonate on monobromacetone. The monobromacetone was prepared 
by acting on 100 grams of acetone with 138 grains of bromine. At 
first one drop of bromine was added to start the reaction, and then 
the rest was drawn through in the form of vapour mixed with air by 
means of an aspirator. The next step was to replace the bromine by 
the OH group, by acting on the monobromacetone with silver oxide 
and water. A volatile oil was thus obtained, which has a strong re- 
ducing action on Fehling’s solution, and which the authors believe to 
be acetol ; but they failed to separate it from the water with which ic 
was combined. In the attempts to effect the dehydration of acetol, 
small quantities of an oily liquid with high boiling point, of the for- 
mula C 3 H 8 0 2 + »H 2 0, were obtained, and also a second one having 
the composition C 3 HeO, but which is not identical with acetone or 
other known compounds. The first of these is probably propylene 
glycol, which on farther dehydration is converted into C 3 H 8 0. In 
the preparation of acetol an acid was also obtained, which has a com- 
position answering to the formula Ci2H 18 0 7 . 

Action of Potassium, Carbonate on an Aqueous Solution of Monobrom- 
acestone. — 100 grams of monobromacetone were heated at 65° for a day 
and a half with 70 grams of potassium carbonate dissolved in 100 
grams of water. On filtering and distilling, a liquid of strongly re- 
ducing power was obtained. A part of this was submitted in sealed 
tubes to the action of freezing mixtures, and this yielded a stronger 
solution of acetol, which again became more concentrated when dis- 
tilled at 50° to 60° in a vacuum. The strongest solution of acetol 
which the authors succeeded in obtaining was estimated to contain 
not more than 11 per cent. 

The experiments have shown that acetol is very soluble in water, 
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to which it imparts a pleasant odour and a nut-like taste. It boils at 
above 100°, and is volatile in steam. Its specific gravity is greater 
than that of water. When distilled, it yields a liquid containing more 
water and a residue richer in acetol. When a frozen solution thaws, 
the portion which first liquefies contains more acetol than the rest. 
Evaporated over sulphuric acid it leaves no residue. Solutions of 
acetol reduce alkaline solutions of copper oxide with separation of the 
red suboxide: they also reduce ammoniacal solutions of silver and 
bismuth oxides on boiling. The solution of pure acetol has a neutral 
reaction, but on boiling with water an acid body is formed. Strong 
dehydrating agents, such as copper sulphate and calcium chloride, 
destroy acetol. Bases such as lime and baryta, and also potassium 
carbonate, decompose it with formation of an acid, especially on 
warming. On oxidation with potassium dichromate and dilute sul- 
phuric acid, it yields acetic and carbonic acids. G. T. A. 

Action of Ethylamine and Diethylamine on Acetone. By 
0. Eppikoer ( Armalen , 204, 50 — 67). — By the action of ammonia on 
acetone, Heintz obtained a number of compounds, the most important 
of which were diacetonamine, triacetonamine, and dehydrotriaceton- 
amine (this Journal, 1874, 1081 ; and 1875, 351). It seemed probable, 
therefore, that similar reactions would take place between amines and 
acetone. 

Etbylamine and diethylamine were not found to behave towards 
acetone in a manner analogous to ammonia, for ethylamine alone 
forms a base, and one only, ethyldiacetonamine, corresponding with 
diacetonamine, whilst ethyltriacetouamine and its dehydro-compound 
either do not exist at all, or could not be obtained by the author’s 
methods. 

Diethylamine acts towards acetone in a manner analogous neither to 
ammonia nor to dimethylamine. In fact it seems that the capacity of 
acting with the amines on acetone decreases as their number of carbon 
atoms increases. Phenylamine, for instance, was found by Pauly 
(Annalen, 187 , 198) to have no action on acetone. G. T. A. 

Vapour-densities of Anhydrous and Hydrated Formic and 
Acetic Acids. By O. Petterson and G. Ejkstrand (Per., 13, 1191 — 
1195. — In this investigation the authors have used a method similar 
in principle to that of Dumas, but combining the accuracy of Bunsen’s 
thermostatic method. 

A vessel, A, made from thin glass tubing, closed at one end, and 
having a thin glass tube sealed to the other, is weighed filled with 
air, and then with the vapour of the body experimented on. Its capa- 
city is ascertained by weighing it, filled up to a mark on the narrow 
tube, with water free from air. It is then filled with dry air and 
weighed, and thus the weight of water and its volume found. The 
narrow tube is drawn out into a capillary above the mark. A similar 
apparatus, A u is made, and used as a tare for A. Both are filled 
with dry air, brought on to the pans of a balance, and equilibrium 
carefully established. A is then suspended in a tube containing the 
hcpud, at the temperature of the vapour of which the determination is 
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to be made. In this it is heated for some minutes, and then sealed. 
It is finally weighed, after washing 'with alcohol, drying, and cooling, 
nsing A as tare. The end of the capillary of A is then cut off, and 
the liquid introduced into it, It is then heated as above, and soon 
becomes filled with the vapour of the liquid, some of which con- 
denses in the capillary ; to remove this a cylindrical piece of platinum 
foit attached to a copper wire, is heated and passed over the capillary. 
When all is vaporised the capillary is sealed, and the tube, when cold, 
is washed with alcohol, dried, and weighed. In this manner, the 
weights of the volumes of air and vapour filling A at a certain tem- 
perature are obtained, from which the vapour-density may be calcu- 
lated. Further, the temperature of observation may be calculated 
from the weight of air m A at that temperature. 

The tables (p. 869) contain the results of observations made with 
acetic and formic acids, containing varying amounts of water. These 
show that in case of formic acid addition of water increases the boiling 
point, whilst with acetic acid the opposite takes place ; also that water 
decreases the vapour-density of these acids. P. P. B. 

Butyl and Isobutyl Hippurates. By G. Campari and D. Bizzarri 
(Qazzetta, 10, 257—260). 

Isobutyl hippurate, COPh.NH.CHa.COO(CH a ,CHMe2), prepared by 
the action of isobutyl iodide ou silver hippurate, crystallises in minnte 
transparent, rhombic prisms (m. p. 45 — 46* ) , having an odour of aniseed, 
and a persistent hitter taste. It is insoluble in water, hut soluble in 
alcohol, ether, benzene, and chloroform. 

Normal butyl hippurate, COPh.NH.CH 3 .COO(CH 2 ) 3 .CH 3 , prepared 
in the same way, crystallises with greater difficulty than its isomeride. 
It forms quadratic prisms (m. p. 40—41°), resembling the isobutyl 
compound in odour and taste, and also in its solubility. It is saponified 
by the action of potash. 

The author draws attention to the fact that, like many other 
ethereal salts of carboxylic acids, the melting point becomes lower as 
the alcoholic radicle becomes more complex. 

Melting point. 


Methyl hippurate 80*5° 

Ethyl „ 60 5 

Isobutyl 45-5 

Butyl 40*5 

Isoamyl „ 27*5 


Action of Potash on Ethyl Isochlorobutyrate. By A. Testa 
(Gazzetta, 10, 877—383).— Balbiano (this Journal, 36, 615) found that 
when ethyl isochlorobutyrate was decomposed with baryta indilute solu- 
tions, hydroxybutyric acid was formed as the principal product of the 
reaction, but at the same time a secondary reaction gave rise to di- 
butyllactie acid, and a small quantity of another acid which combined 
readily with bromine, perhaps methacrylic acid. The author’s experi- 
ments were made with the object of ascertaining the nature of the 
second acid. 

Ethyl isochlorobutyrate (4 parts) is allowed to drop slowly into a 
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boiling solution of potash (6 parts), in water (1 part). The product 
is then diluted with water, and after being boiled to expel the alcohol 
produced by the saponification, is treated with dilute sulphuric acid in 
slight excess, and agitated with ether. A dense white gelatinous pre- 
cipitate, consisting of dibutyllactic acid, and a polymeride of metha- 
crylic acid, is thus produced (see next abstract). This precipitate is 
filtered off, and the ethereal solution distilled to dryness, when a dense 
oily liquid is obtained, holding a little dibutyllactic acid in suspension ; 
this may be separated by diluting with ether and filtering. After 
removal of the ether, the acids are neutralised with zinc oxide, and 
the sparingly soluble zinc hydroxybutyrate separated by crystallisation. 
The more soluble zinc salt is decomposed by sulphuretted hydrogen, 
thet, liberated acids neutralised with silver oxide, and the silver salts 
separated by fractional crystallisation from their solutions in water 
and alcohol. In this way the silver salts of etho ryisobutyric acid , 
CMea(OEt) .COOH, and methacrylic acid, CH 4 : CMe COOH, can be 
isolated. The formation of these two acids may be represented by the 
following eqnations : — 

OH 3 .CMeOl.OO OEt + 2KHO = CH a : CMe.COOK + KC1 + EtHO 

4 - H a O- 

OMeaOLCOOEt + 2KHO = OM*(OEt).COOK + KC1 + H a O. 

0 . E. a. 

Dibutyllactic Acid and a Polymeride of Methacrylic Acid. 
By L. Balbiano and A. Testa ( Gazzetta , 10, 373 — 377). — When ethyl 
isochlorobutyrate is saponified by boiling with aqueouB potash-solution, 
and the liquid is acidified with sulphuric acid, and agitated with ether, 
a gelatinous white precipitate is produced, which consists of dibutyl- 
lactic acid, and a polymeride of methacrylic acid. To separate these, 
the precipitate, after being well washed with ether, is treated with hot 
water; the polymeride of methacrylic acid dissolves readily, whilst the 
dibutyllactic acid remains behind ; by reprecipitating the solution with 
ether and again dissolving in warm water, repeating the operation 
once or twice, the polymeride may be obtained in a comparatively pure 
state ; the dibutyllactic acid, however, obstinately retains traces of the 
polymeride. Both these substances closely resemble one another in 
physical characters, being amorphous, and when dry transparent and 
gelatinous, like isinglass. 

Dibutyllactic acid, COOH.CMe a .O.CMe a .COOH, is not sensibly 
attacked by hot nitric acid, but is readily decomposed when fused 
with potash ; the reaction has not been examined by the author further 
than to note that much potassium carbonate is produced. 

The polymeride of methacrylic acid differs from that described by 
Engelhorn and Fittig, particularly in its reaction when fusad with 
potash. The modification described by the author is readily decom- 
posed under these circumstances, whilst Engelhorn and Fifctig’s is 
attacked with difficulty. C. B. G. 

Octylic Aceto-acetate and its Derivatives, By M. Qmsxssr 
(Annalen, 204, 1 — 14). — DthyloctylatefoaceMe, or 

CH J .OO.CH(CeH n ).COOEt, is prepared by acting on ethyl acefco- 

Sy i ' 
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sodacetate with octyl iodide. It is a colourless oil (b. p. 280 — 282°, 
uncorr.), which refracts light strongly, and has a sp. gr. of 0*9304 
(at 18*5°, compared with water at 17*5°). On saponification it yields 
octylacetone (normal methyl nonylketone), and octylacetic acid 
(caproic acid). 

Ethylic dioctylacetoacetate, C22H42O3, obtained by acting on ethyl 
acetosodacetate with octyl iodide, is a light colourless oil (b. p. 340 — 
342°, uncorr.). 

On saponification, it yields dioctylacetone and dioctylaoetic acid, 
which is isomeric with stearic acid. Dioctylic or isostearic acid, 
CisHsaOa, differs from stearic acid in its melting point, 38*5° ; that of 
stearic acid, according to Heintz ( Annalm , 84, 299), being 69*1 — 
69*2°. When slowly crystallised from alcohol, it consists of fine, 
colourless, transparent plates. The sodium salt can be obtained as a 
white powder, which, when moistened, swells up to a gelatinous mass, 
easily soluble in water. The barium salt, (C 18 H M Oa) 2 Ba, crystallises 
from alcohol in snow-white, matted needles, which in presence of 
moisture form a viscous mass. The silver salt, CisH^OaAg, is inso- 
luble in water, and becomes blackened on exposure to light. The ethyl 
salt, C 17 H36.COOEt, prepared by saturating an alcoholic solution of the 
add with hydrochloric add gas, and adding water, is a colourless oil, 
which could not be crystallised by cooling to 0°, G*. T. A. 


Two New Syntheses of Methyl-ethyl-hydroxyaeetic Acid. 
By E. Booking ^ (Annalen, 204, 14 — 26). — (1.) From methyl-ethyl- 
ketone, by heating it with an aqueous solution of hydrocyanic acid 
and hydrochloric acid, and extracting with ether, or better, by adding 
a little more than the calculated quantity of potassium cyanide, then 
a molecule of fuming hydrochloric acid, drop by drop, and finally, 
after addition of the same quantity of hydrochloric acid, heating on 
the water-bath. 

Another method is to heat the ketone for a day with anhydrous 
hydrocyanic acid in a closed tube, at 70 — 80°. 

Methyl-ethyl-hydroxy acetic acid, 0^0* or CEtMe(OH).COOB, 
is very soluble, has a sour taste and reaction, and sublimes at 90° in 
fine, colourless, stellate groups of needles, which, when thrown into 
water, rotate rapidly during solution. The acid agrees in the above 
properties with the ethomethoxalic acid of Fraukland and Duppa 
(Annalen f 135, 36), but differs in melting point — 63°, instead of 66°. 
The silver salt, O 6 H 0 O 3 Ag, agrees in properties with the corresponding 
compound of Frankland and Duppa. The barium salt, (CAO^aBa, 
consists of colourless, soluble, silky masses. The zinc salt forms a 
bulky, white, crystalline precipitate. Methyl-ethyl- hydroxyacetic acid, 
when heated with fuming hydriodic acid, is decomposed with, difficulty, 
yielding methylethylacetic acid. 

(2.) From methylethylacetic acid, by converting it into a-bromo- 
methylethylaoetic acid, and heating the ethyl salt of the latter with 
sodium carbonate. Q t A. 


Suberic Acid produced by Oxidation. By F. Ganttek, and 
V* Hai t i (Bar., 13, 1165 — 1170). — This acid was prepared by oxidising 
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Name. Formula. Form. parts of water 

(anhydrous salt). 



I I precipitate 

Mercurous salt, a white precipitate, appears to contain free acid. 
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palm oil with nitric acid ; the product, after being repeatedly melted, 
was extracted with ether, as long as the portions sparingly soluble in 
ether, after crystallising from water, exhibited the melting point, 185°. 
This portion was then dissolved in ammonia, and fractionated by pre- 
cipitating with calcium chloride. The second fraction yielded an add 
(m. p. 139°), which, after crystallisation from strong nitric add, and 
then from water, exhibited the melting point, 140°, viz , that of pure 
suberic acid. From solutions containing sodium chloride, it crystallises 
in feathery crystals, resembling those of ammonium chloride. It 
distils about 300°, without decomposition, and is not volatilised by 
steam. 100 pts. of water dissolve 0*142 of the acid at 15*5°. The fol- 
lowing salts have been prepared (see table, pp. 873 and 874). 

Ethyl suberate is obtained by digesting 15 grams of suberic add 
and 25 grams of alcohol, with 25 grams of concentrated sulphuric add ; 
it boils at 280 — 282°, is decomposed by boiling with soda, but only 
partially by aqueous ammonia. P. P. B. 

Trioxymaleie Acid. By S. Taratar (Per., 13, 1382— 1388) — 
Trioxymaleie add is prepared by oxidising a cold dilute solution of 
potassium maleate with a dilute solution of potassium permanganate. 
When the operation is finished, the manganese oxide is removed by 
filtration, and the filtrate is acidified with acetic acid and concentrated 
by evaporation. The solution is then boiled with calcium acetate and 
filtered. As the filtrate cools, rhombic prisms of caldum trioxymaleate 
are deposited, but several days are required for the complete separa- 
tion ot these crystals. A further yield of this salt may frequently he 
obtained by treating the residue, consisting chiefly of calcium oxalate, 
with boiling water. In order to prepare the free acid, calcium trioxy- 
maleate is converted into the potassium salt by boiling with a solution 
of potash; and the lead salt obtained from the potassium salt by 
double decomposition is subjected to the action of sulphuretted hydro- 
gen. Trioxymaleie acid is a thick colourless liquid which is converted 
at 110° into a brittle amorphous mass resembling glass in appearance. 
The dried acid dissolves freely in water and sparingly in alcohol. It 
melts at 110° and begins to decompose afc 180°. This acid forms two 
unciystallisable potassium salts, which are very soluble in water. Cad- 
mium and barium trioxymaleates crystallise in rhombic prisms, freely 
soluble in hot water. The zinc salt, CiH^ZnO? + 2H 2 0, forms trans- 
parent, lustrous, rhombic prisms, which are sparingly soluble. Silver 
trioxymaleate is amorphous. Diethyl trioxymaleate, C 4 H J Et 3 0t, is a 
colourless liquid of the consistency of honey. Jt is soluble in alco- 
hol, ether, and water. The diacetic derivative of this ethereal salt, 
CiEtaAcaO?, is a thick liquid which solidifies to a crystalline mass 
composed of silky needles (m. p. 48°) when kept for several weeks. 

The presence of two hydroxyl groups in this acid is evidence in 
favour of Fittig’s views of the constitution of fmnaric and maleic acids. 

COOH.C(OH)*CO.OOOH. COOH.CH*C.COOH. 

Trioxymaleie acid. Maleio arid. 

COOH.CH; OH.OQOH. 

Jfmnaric arid. 


W. 0. w. 
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Preparation of the Ethereal Salts of Tartaric and Racemic 
Acids. ByR. ANCSHUTzand A. Pictet (Per., 13, 1175 — 1178andl538). 
The chief difficulty in obtaining these ethers by the ordinary method is 
dne to the fact that water decomposes them. The authors recommend 
treating the solution of the acid in alcohol with hydrochloric acid 
gas in the cold. The saturated solution is allowed to stand and then 
treated with a stream of dry air, and the alcohol and aqueons hydro- 
chloric acid are removed by heating the solution nnder reduced 
pressure on the water-bath. The product so obtained is again treated 
in a mann er similar to the free acid, and then after drying in the man- 
ner described is distilled under reduced pressure. By this method tho 
following ethers have been prepared : — 

Dimethyl dextrotartrate , C 2 H 2 (OH) 2 (COOMe) 2 , is a viscous, odour- 
less, strongly-refractive liquid ; has a sweet taste. After some time 
it suddenly assumes the solid state, forming a crystalline mass melting 
at 48°. The solid ether is easily soluble in alcohol, chloroform, and 
benzene, from which it may be obtained in well-formed crystals. Its 
sp. gr. at 15° is 1 3403, it boils at 163° under 23 mm. pressure, and at 
280® nnder atmospheric pressure. 

Diethyl dextrotaitrate , C 2 H 2 (OH) 2 (COOEt) 2 , is a colourless, viscous 
liquid. Its sp. gr. is 1*2097 at 14°, it boils at 162° under 19 mm 
pressure, and at 280° under ordinary pressure. 

Dipr&pyl deztrotartrate, 0 2 H 2 (OH) 2 (COOPr) 3 , is a colourless liquid, 
more mobile than the ethyl salt. Its sp. gr. is 1*1392 at 17°, it boils 
at 181° nnder 23 mm. pressure, and at 303° nnder ordinary pressure. 

A column 220 mm. long, with a Wild’s polaristrobometer, gave tho 
following results, the temperature being about 18° : — 


* 

Angle of 
rotation. 

r *P 

i i 

M. 

Difference. 

Dimethyl ether 

+ 5-40 

+ 1*83 

+ 3-26 

} 12*13 

Diethyl „ 

+ 19 ‘88 

+ 7*47 

+ 16-39 
+ 38 39 

Dinroml .. 

+ 30 *30 

+ 12 ‘09 

\ 12*90 




The difference between the molecular rotatory power of tho dimethyl 
and diethyl ethers is seen to be the same as that between tho diethyl and 
dipropyl ethers. 

DimethyWacemate forms a white crystalline mass, crystallising from 
alcohol in monoclinic crystals resembling augite ; it molts at 85° and 
boils at 282° under ordinary pressure. Its alcoholic solution is opti- 
cally inactive. 

Diacetozyl-dextroiartaric anhydride , C 2 H 2 (OAc) 2 0 2 O 3 , melts at 125 
— 129 3 (Perkin, 126°). Its benzene solution rotates strongly to tho 
right. The aqneous or alcoholic solution of its syrupy acid hydrate is 
lesvogyrate, as are also the barium and sodium salts. 

Dibmzoyl-deartrrtartoriG anhydride , CsH^OSz^OsA, forms small, 
white needles, easily soluble in alcohol, chloroform, and benzene. It 
melts at 174° * Alkalis and ammonia dissolve it, but it is insoluble in 
water. 
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JD iaeetyl-racemie anhydride , CaH^OAc^CaOs, melts at 122 — 125°. 
It is optically inactive, as also is its aqueous solution. P. P. B. 

Citric Acid. By G. Andreoni (Per., 13, 1894 — 1395). — By treat- 
ing ethyl bromacetate with the product of the action of sodium on an 
ethereal solution of triethyl malate and distilling the mixture in a 
vacuum, a noncrystallisable syrupy liquid is obtained which the author 
believes to be etbylcitric acid. W. C. W. 

Propylneurine. By H. GK Mobley (Oompt. rend., 91, 333—334). 
— By heating propylene chlorhydrin with trimethylamine at 100° in 
sealed tubes propyleneneurine chloride, C 8 H 6 (HO).!N"Me 3 Cl, is ob- 
tained. It forms colourless, transparent crystals, is very hygroscopic, 
and acquires a brown colour on exposure to light. Its platinochloride 
crystallises in plates, insoluble in alcohol and ether, but soluble in 
water. By treating the chloride with moist silver oxide, a syrapy 
basic liquid is obtained, most probably the free base. 

By heating propylene chlorhydrin with dimethylamine at 100° 
for some time a neutral liquid is obtained which yields a crystalline 
platinochloride of the formula (C 3 H 7 OH.NMe) 2 .2HCl.PtCl4. 

L. T. O’S. 

Synthesis of Thiohydantoin. By R. Andreasch (Ber., 13, 1421— 
1428). — Thiohydantoin tbioglyoollate is formed when an aqueous solu- 
tion of cyanamide and thiogly colic acid is evaporated to dryness.^ 

C a H4S0 2 + CN.NHa = CjHJST^SO + H*0. 

Thioglycollic add. Thiohydantoin. 

The residue is dissolved in water and the thiohydantoin precipitated 
by ammonia. W. 0. W. 

Carbamideacetosulphonic Acid, a New Derivative of Thio- 
hydantoxn. By R. Andreasch (Ber., 13, 1423 — 1427) .—Potassium 
earbamideacetosidphmate , NH s .CO.NH.CO.CH 2 .SO a K, is formed by 
adding potassium chlorate in small quantities to 5 grams of thiohy- 
dantoin and 50 c.c. of hydrochloric acid (sp. gr. 1 08). The mixture 
is gently warmed to start the reaction, but if the evolution of chlorine 
takes place too rapidly, the temperature must be lowered ; 4'2 grams 
of potassium chlorate are required for 5 grams of thiohydantoin. 
When the reaction is complete, the potassium salt slowly separates as 
a crystalline meal, which is freed as much as possible from the mother- 
liquor, washed with alcohol, and crystallised from warm water. It 
forms monoclinic plates, which require for solution 58*6 parts of water 
at 22° and 4*3 at 100°. 

Potassium carbaraideacetosulphonate is decomposed by nitrous acid 
with the formation of acid potassium acetosulphonate and carbonic 
anhydride, C®KN«SO. + N a O s = CsH d KSO* + CO* + 2N* + H*0. 

W. C. W. 

Synthesis of Meta-isopropyltoluene. By A. Ziegler and W. 
Kblbe (Ber. t 13, 1399 — 1402). — The meta-isopropyltoluene, which is 
formed by treating a mixture of 500 grams of toluene and 100 grams 
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of isopropyl iodide witli 40 grams of aluminium chlon de, is identical 
with the oymene obtained from resin oil ( Ber ., 13, 1157). 

J w. c. w. 

A New Oymene from Light Resin OIL By W. Kelbe (Ber., 
13, 1157— 1160).— Light resin oil when treated with soda is separated 
into two portions, one containing the salts of acids belong to the fatty 
series, and the other consisting of several hydrocarbons. On distilla- 
tion, the latter gave a fraction boiling at 170— 178°, and consisting of 
the new cymene. When it is heated with strong sulphuric acid, two 
sulphonic acids are produced, which may be separated by taking ad- 
vantage of the difference in solubility of their barium salts in alcohol. 

Barium a-cymene-sulphonate , (CioHuSO^sBa + H 2 0, crystallising 
in shin ing leaflets, is the less soluble salt ; by treatment with phos- 
phorus pentachloride and ammonia, ic yields a sulphamide crystallising 
from water in leaflets (m. p. 73°). 

Barium fi-cymene-sulphonate is obtained from the filtrate from 
the above as an ill-defined crystalline mass. It separates as a crys- 
talline powder from absolute alcohol in which it is easily soluble. 

Oymene-suLphamide crystallises from water in large, flexible, glis- 
tening leaflets, resembling naphthalene. 

The cymene obtained from barium o-cymene-sulpbonate by heating 
it at 200° with hydrochloric acid, is a colourless, strongly refractive 
liquid, having an odour like cymene, and boiling at 173 — 175°. On 
oxidation it yields isopbthalic acid, and since its 0-sulphonic acid 
differs from that of metacymene, the author regards it as meta-isopro- 
pyltoluene. P. P. B. 

Action of Bromine on Toluene and its Derivatives. By O, 
L. Jackson and A. W. Field (Ber., 13, 1215 — 1216). — The authors 
have determined the amount of bonzyl compounds formed by the action 
of bromine on toluene, parachlorotoluene, parabromo- and orthobromo- 
toluene, at temperatures varying from 80° to a little above the boiling 
point of these compounds. These experiments show that at higher 
temperatures benzyl compounds are formed, and at lower substitnled 
tolnenes, as pointed out by Beilstein. The benzyl compounds form 
the chief product at temperatures near the boiling point of toluene ; 
above this there is a slight increase for every increment of tempera- 
ture, but the greatest increase takes place between 100° and 111°, 
Toluene takes up bromine more easily than its substituted derivatives ; 
in the case of the monobromotoluenes the para-compound when treated 
with bromine forms benzyl derivatives more quickly than the mota, 
and this latter more quickly than the ortho. Finally, the authors 
find that the presence of iodine in toluene does not prevent the forma- 
tion of benzyl bromide at high temperatures. P. P, B, 

Parachlorobenzyl Compounds. By C. L. Jackson and J. White 
(Ber., 13 , 1217 — 1218). — In a former communication one of the 
authors has shown the nece°sity of a revision of these compounds 
which have been studied by the following: — Bohler ( Annul en. 154 , 
56), Vogt and Henninger (ibul, 165 , 372), Pauly (ibid., 167 , 187), 
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Beilstein (ibid., 116 , 836), Neuhof (ibid., 147 , 839), and Naquet (ibid., 
Suppl., 2, 249). 

Parachlorobenzyl bromide (m. p. 48*5°), treated with sodium sul- 
phite, yields a sulphonic acid crystallising in quadrangular leaflets 
(m. p. about 108°), which are very unstable, and its chloride melts at 
85*5 . Sodium and potassium parachlorobenzylsulphonate crystallise 
without water, the barium salt with 2H a O, the calcium salt with 7 and 
2H a O, the copper salt with 2H s O, the lead salt with 1 moL HaO, 
and the basic lead salt contains Pb0 2 H 2 2H 2 0. 

Parachlorobenzyl sulphide, (CaEUCl.CH*)^, melts at 42°, the di- 
sulphide, (CflH4Cl.CH 2 ) 2 S2, at 59°: the mercaptan, CeH^Cl.CHa.SH, at 
19°(?) ; the sulphone, (CeH4Cl.CH a ) s SOa,at 165°; and the disulphide 
dioxide, (C 6 HiCl.CH 2 ) S2O2, at about 120°. The parachlorobenzyl 
ether, CeEf4Cl.CH2.OEt, is an oiL P. P. B. 

Orthobromobenzyl Compounds. By C. L. Jackson and J. P. 
Whitb ( Ber ., 13 , 1218 — 1219). — Orthobromobenzyl bromide , 
CeH4Br.CH 2 Br, obtained by the action of bromine on boiling bromo- 
tolnene, is purified by distilling in hydrobromic acid vapour; it 
crystallises in broad tablets (m. p. 3U°). From this the following 
derivatives have been obtained : — 

The alcohol, C 6 H 4 Br.CH 2 .OH, in white flat needles (m. p. 80°). 

The cyanide, a dark coloured oil, which yields, when saponified, 
orthobromophenylacetic acid, C 6 B^Br.CH 2 .COOH. It crystallises in 
shining scales, or flat needles (m. p. 102*5 — 103°).* Its calcium salt 
crystallises in radiating anhydrous needles; the barium salt is un- 
crystallisable. 

The thiocyanate, CeEUBr.GHsSCN', is an oil. 

The primary amine, C2EUBr.CH2.HH2, is an oil; its carbonate melts 
at 95°, and its chloride at 208°. 

The secondary amine, (CeEUBr.CHs^NH, melts at 86°, and its chlo- 
ride at 166°. 

The tertiary base , (CaHiBr.CHsJsH, melts at 121*5°, and its salts are 
ill defined. P. P. B. 

* Tetrabromodibenzyleneparadimetbylphenylamiiie. By G. 
Mazzara ( Oazzetta , 10 , 370— 372). — Dibenzyleneparadimethylphenyl- 
amine, prepared according to SchifFs method by the action of benz- 
aldehyde on paratoluidine, is dissolved in carbon bisulphide, and a 
bisulphide solution of bromine is gradually added, taking care to 
keep the mixture cold. The canary-yellow precipitate which is pro- 
duced is washed first with bisulphide and then with ether. The 
tetrabromo-derivative, ( CHPh ) 2 (H GsHsBraMe) thus obtained de- 
composes rapidly in contact with the air, and when heated it melts 
at 160 — 165° with decomposition. It is very soluble iu alcohol, and 
the solution when boiled undergoes decomposition. On cooling, long 
silky needles of a dibromotoluidine (m. p. 73°) are deposited, whilst 
the solution contains benzaldehyde. C. E. Gh 

* The Abstractor has shown that this acid is obtained by brominating phenyl- 
acetic acid, and found its melting point to be 103 — 104° (this Journal, Trans., 
1880, 95). 
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. Action of Benzotrichloride on Primary Amines. By J. H. 
Stebbins ( Ohern . News, 24, 7). — By allowing benzotrichloride and 
paratoluidine to react on one another in equal molecular proportions, 
a violent action takes place, hydrochloric acid being evolved, and a 
white granular mass obtained soluble in alcohol, crystallising from 
the solution in needles (m. p. 115°) on slow cooling, and in rhombic 
prisms on rapid cooling. The crystals sublime at a temperature a 
little above their melting point ; they are sparingly soluble in water 
and hydrochloric acid, but soluble in acetic acid. Sulphuric acid 
dissolves it with evolution of hydrochloric acid ; by adding water to 
the solution, a precipitate is formed. By oxidation, a substance is 
obtained crystallising from alcohol in yellow needles. The author is 
continuing the research to ascertain the constitution of the body. 

L. T. O’S. 

Substituted Azobenzenes. By A. Calm and K. Heumann (Her., 
13, 1180 — 1185) — Paradichlorhydrazobemene (m. p. 122°), prepared 
by the action of zinc-dust and aqueous soda on parachloronitrobenzene, 
when heated with moderately concentrated hydrochloric acid, yields 
paradichlorazobe?)zene, m. p. 183° (Ber., 8, 912), and parachloraniline, 
thus : — 

CeHaCUra _ C 6 H 4 C1N 

2 | “ || + iD&CLKE* 

CAC1.NH CACLff 

Baradibromohydrazobevzene (m. p. 130°) is decomposed in a similar 
manner, forming paradibromazobenzene (m. p. 205°), and pcurabrom - 
aniline (m. p. 63°). 

Paradwhlvrazobenzeme-monomlphmio add, Ci 3 H 7 Cl 2 (S 0 3 H)N 2 , is ob- 
tained by heating paradiehlorazobenzene with fuming sulphuric aoid 
at 140 — 150°. It crystallises from hot water in fine reddish-yellow 
needles, which are soluble in cold water, but more easily in hot water 
and alcohol. Its sodium salt crystallises in shining golden leaflets. 
By reason of the insolubility of its salts, it decomposes chlorides and 
nitrates, but is precipitated from the solutions of its salts by hydro- 
chloric and sulphuric acids. 

Mononitrodichlorazobenzene, Ci^ClaCNOs)^, is obtained by treating 
nitroparachlorazoxy benzene, m. p. 154° (iter., 5, 912), with alcoholic 
ammonium sulphide. It crystallises in pale yellow needles, is 
sparingly soluble in alcohol, and melts at 210°. The possibility of its 
being a hydrazo-derivative is excluded by its high melting point. 
Attempts to prepare it by nitrating dichlorazobenzene resulted in the 
formation of mononitroparadiohlorazoxy benzene (m. p, 133 — 134°). 

P. P. B. 

Colouring Matters produced by the Action of Diazo-com- 
pounds on Phenols. By J. H. Stwbbins (Chem. News, 42, 44). — 
Azobenzme-inwitro-onybenzerie, prepared by the action of diazobenzene 
nitrate on trinitrophenol, explodes violently on heating. 

Azobemene-pyrogallol , prepared by the action of azobenzene nitrate 
on pyrogallol, crystallises in red-brown needles, sparingly soluble in 
alcohol. 

Varaw^lpho^l-beiizerie-phlwoglitdno^ is obtained by acting on 
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diazosulphanilic acid with phloroglucinol. It forms a soda salt, readily 
soluble in water, and an acid barium salt which is sparingly soluble in 
water. 

Azobemene-sulpTiooresol , obtained by tbe actiou of cresolsulphonic 
acid on diazobenzene nitrate, crystallises in red-brown needles, soluble 
in alcohol, and sparingly soluble in hot water. 

Dini^ro-oxy-azob&tizene-orthoxysulphoxyb&tizene, obtained from diazo- 
dinitrophenol and phenol-ortho-sulphacid, crystallises in yellow-brown 
needles, having a metallic lustre, and sparingly soluble in hot and cold 
water. 

Azonc^lithalene-mlplioxyl-ortlwiitrozyl-benzene crystallises in red- 
brown microscopic needles, soluble in water; it is prepared by the 
action of diazonaphthionic acid on orthonitrophenol. 

Parazo^mVphoxylbenzene-betaoxydisulplioxylnapMhalene, obtained by 
treating diazosulphanilic acid with naphthalenedisulphonic acid, crystal- 
lises in orange-coloured leaflets, with a beetle-green lustre ; it is solu- 
ble in water, and forms a lead salt, a yellow powder soluble in water. 

Azobenzene-disiilphonaplithol is prepared by treating the sodium salt of 
j 8 -naphtlioldisulphonic acid with diazobenzene nitrate ; its soda salt is 
very soluble in water, and the barium salt only sparingly soluble. 

Parazotolume-P-naphtlLoZ-disidphonic add is prepared by acting on 
diazotoluene nitrate with j3-naphtholdisulphonic acid; it crystallises 
in red laminae, soluble in water, and dyes a scarlet colour. Its soda 
salt is very soluble in water ; and its barium salt sparingly soluble. 
Tbe ortho- and meta-compounds have been prepared; the former 
gives a more yellow, and the latter a redder shade than the para-com- 
pound. 

Paraaomlphoxyl~naphthalen.e-resordnol , obtained by the action of 
diazonaphthionic acid on resorcinol, forms dark-brown needles, very 
soluble in water. 

Paraxodibrmno-mlpTioxylbenzene-fi-napMhaletri, obtained by treating 
paradiazodibromo-benzene-sulphonic acid with jS-naphthol, is soluble 
in water. L. T. O’S. 

Colouring Matters from Phenols. By R. Meldola (Ckem, 
News, 42, 39). — When nitroso-dimethylaniline acts on phenols (not 
containing the methyl-group) the oxygen of the nitroso-group directly 
attacks the hydrogen of the aromatic nucleus, thus : 

NMe 2 .CsH 4 . 3 srO + C I 0 H 7 .OH = NMe 2 .C«H^N : C 10 H 5 .HO + H 3 0. 

The compounds formed are crystalline violet colouring matters, form- 
ing readily oxidisable leuco-bases. 0. 3ST. Witt (this Journal, 35, 356) 
describes the action of nitroso-dimethylaniline on meta-toluene- 
diamine, in which the oxygen of the nitroso-group attacks the hydro- 
gen of the alcohol radical — 

10162.0^.^0.^)^0623(1122)2 = 0Me2.C6H4N:0H.06H3(NH2)2 

+ HaO. 

L. T. O’S. 

Amarine. By A. Claus and K Elbs (Bar., 13, 1418—1421).— 
An ethereal solution containing amarine and methyl iodide in their 
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molecular proportions, deposits in the course of a few days crystals of 
amarine metliiodide. 

Amarine benzochloride can be obtained by a similar reaction. These 
bodies are soluble in hot alcohol ; they are not attacked by ammonia, 
but are converted by alcoholic potash into methylamarine (m. p. 175°) 
and benzylamarine respectively. 

Methylamarine methiod>de , formed by the action of methyl iodido on 
a boiling alcoholic solution of amarine, crystallises in brilliant pyra- 
mids (m. p. 246°), which are soluble in alcohol. This substance is not 
acted on by ammonia, but is decomposed by alcoholic potash, forming 
rf imethy lamarin e, a base crystallising in monoclinic prisms (m.p. 146°). 
The salts of dime thy lamarine are, with the exception of the acetate, 
sparingly soluble in water. The iodide obtained by the union of 
hydriodic acid with the base is not identical with methylamarine 
methiodide, since it is readily decomposed by ammonia. By boiling 
an alcoholic solution of dimethylamarine with benzyl chloride, the 
chlorides of two new bases are obtained. The chlorides can be 
separated by the difference of their solubility in water. The sparingly 
soluble chloride yields a crystalline base, which melts at 204°; the 
soluble chloride gives a base, which melts at 158°. 

Analogous results are obtained if ethyl bromide is substituted for 
benzyl chloride. 

Benzylamarine benzyl chloride is soluble in alcohol ; it begins to melt 
at 40°, and is completely liquefied at 75°. It is not attacked by ammo- 
nia, but is converted by alcoholic potash into dibetmjlamarine . This 
base is deposited from its alcoholic solution in white needles (m. p. 
146°). The hydrochloride of dibenzylamarine is quite distinct from 
benzylamarine benzyl chloride, since it is readily decomposed by am- 
monia. W. 0. W. 

Paraethylmethylphenol. By G. Mazzara ( Gazzetta, 10, 256— 
257). — Paraethyltoluene (b. p. 162°), prepared by the action of sodium 
on a mixture of ethyl . iodide and pure parabromtoluene, was con- 
verted into the sulphonic acid by heating it on the water-bath for 
several hours with twice its weight of a mixture of ordinary and 
fuming sulphuric acid. The barium salt obtained from the crude acid 
was converted into the potassium salt, and then fused with twice its 
weight of potash. The phenol extracted from the product in tlio usual 
way by acidifying with hydrochloric acid and agitating with ether, boilod 
constantly at 215° after rectification. Pure paraethylmethylphonol, 
C e H 3 MeEt.OH, is a colourless oil which does not solidify in a freezing 
mixture of ice and salt ; is but sparingly soluble in water, and gives a 
blue colour with ferric chloride. 0. K G. 

Cumophenols. By P. Spioa ( Gazzetta , 10, 246— 253).— This 
paper contains further researches on the phenols obtained from the 
two cumenesulphonic acids, produced by the action of sulphuric acid 
on cumene (this vol., 166). When the crystalline para-cumophenol 
is gently heated with monochloracetie acid, — soda-solution being added 
from time to time, — and the product decomposed by hydrochloric acid, 
an acid is produced, which maybe purified by crystallisation first from 
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alcohol, and then from water. It forms long silky needles (m. p. 81°), 
having the composition of cumophenolglycollic acid — 

0 6 H 4 ( 03 H 7 )O.OH 3 .OOOH. 

The barium salt, (C 1 iHi 3 0 3 )2Ba 4- 2HjO, crystallises with difficulty in 
long prisms. The lead salt , (CuHiaOs^Pb -f 2H a O, forms micaceous 
scales, only sparingly soluble in cold, but readily in hot water or 
boiling alcohol. The silver salt, CiiH 13 0 3 Ag, is obtained as a white 
flocculent precipitate, on adding silver nitrate to an aqueous solution 
of the acid which has been partially neutralised with ammonia ; under 
the micro-scope, it is seen to consist of slender needles. 

The liquid orthocumophenol, which boils at 213 — 215°, and not at 
218° as previously stated, yields an oily acid when treated with mono- 
chloracetic acid in the manner above described. It was converted 
into a barium salt, and the barium salt analysed, but the results 
obtained did not correspond with those required by a cumophenol- 
glycollic acid. 

The reactions of the two acids with various reagents is given in a 
tabular form. C. E. GL 

A New Cumophenol. By M. Fileti ( Gazzetia , 10, 279—280). — 
This is a preliminary notice on a new cumophenol, prepared by the 
action of nitrous acid on the cumidine from amidocumic acid. It boils 
at about 214°, under a pressure of 753 3 mm., and solidifies to a crys- 
talline mass (m. p. 8 — 10°) at a low temperature. Its methyl ether 
boils at 198 — 199° under a pressure of 751 mm. This would seem to be 
the third of the possible cumophenols, the (1 : 4), and (1 : 2) com- 
pounds having been previously described by Paterno and Spica and 
by Spica. 

The author also notices that when amidocumic acid is distilled with 
baryta, besides cumidine, a small quantity of a white crystalline sub- 
stance (m. p. 88 — 89°) is formed. It is insoluble in acids, and contains 
nitrogen. 0. E. G. 

Derivatives of Natural and Synthetical ThymoL By E. 
Pateen6 and F. Canzoneri ( Qazzetta , 10, 233 — 239). — In a former 
paper (this vol., p. 246), the authors discussed the action of dilute 
nitric acid on the ethers of thymol and camphothymol (carvacrol), the 
former yielding methoxynitrotoluic acid and etboxynitrotoluic acid ; 
whilst the synthetical camphothymol gave inethoxy- and ethoxy-tere- 
phthalie acids. In order to elucidate this reaction more fully, the 
authors have studied the action of dilute nitric acid on the methyl 
ethers of the two nitrothymols. 

Action of Nitric Acid on the Methyl Mher of Nitrothy mol. — The nitro- 
thymol was prepared by oxidising nitrosoihymol with potassium ferri- 
cyanide, and after recrystallisation from dilute alcohol, it melted at 
138 — 139°. It was converted into the methyl ether by digestion 
with methyl iodide, and a solution of potash in methyl alcohol; the 
erode product obtained by precipitation with water was then boiled 
with dilute nitric acid (1 acid to 4 of water) for five days. The crys- 
talline precipitate after purification melted at 175°, and was shown to 
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be meth oxvnitrotoluic acid, CgHaMe (N O 2 ) ( OMe) . C 0 OH, by the 
results of the analyses of the acid and of its barium salt. This con- 
firms the authors’ opinion that in the action of dilute nitric acid on the 
ethers of thymol, a nitro-derivative is first produced which is then 
oxidised to the nitrotolnic acid . 

Action of Nitric Addon the Methyl Ether o/Nitrocarvacrol . — The nitro- 
derivative was prepared in a manner similar to that above described, 
but the yield was considerably smaller, much resinous matter boing 
formed. The product obtained by boiling the nitrothymol with dilute 
nitric acid crystallised in small prismatic needles (m. p. 145 — 146°), 
easily soluble in alcohol, ether, benzene, and chloroform. On analysis 
it was found to be methoxyprcrpylnitrobenzoic acid — 

C 6 H 8 (C 3 H 7 ) (NOO (OMe) .COOH, 

which was confirmed by an analysis of the barium salt ; the latter 
forms fine lustrous prisms of a pale yellow colour. 

The authors consider that the difference in behaviour of the two 
nitrothymol derivatives is due to the different relative positions of the 
hTO* and C 3 H 7 groups. 

The methyl ether of thymol was submitted to the action of bromine, 
by passing air saturated with its vapour over the ether in the propor- 
tions of 2 Br to 1 mol. of the ether, and the product, after being 
washed with water and potash solution, was fractionally distilled, when 
the greater portion passed over between 268° and 205°. On analysis, 
however, it was found to contain somewhat more bromine than that 
required by the formula of the monobromo-derivative, so that it pro- 
bably consisted of the methyl ether of monolromothywolr — 

C 6 H 2 BrMe(C 3 H 7 ).OMe, 

mixed with a small portion of the dibromo-derivative. When sub- 
mitted to the oxidising action of dilute nitric acid, it yielded a product 
which was separated by fractional crystallisation into various portions 
melting at different temperatures from 140° to 245°. The fraction 
melting at 193 — 194° had the composition of meihoxydibromo - 
toluic add , C a HBrMe(OMe).COOH ; it crystallises from benzene in 
transparent needles, and from dilute alcohol in silky scales. It is very 
soluble in ether or alcohol, hut almost insoluble in water. The 
fractions more soluble in water seemed to contain methoxynitrotoluic 
acid. 

It is. possible to explain the formation of these two acids on the 
snpposition that in the monobromo- derivative the bromine has entered 
by substitution into the 0 3 H 7 group. Under these circumstances, a 
portion of the compound might be converted into methoxynitrotoluic 
acid, whilst the bromine, liberated by the oxidation of the C^HeBr 
group, would enter into the reaction to give rise to the dibrominated 
derivative. q. ]g q. 

Amidophenyl Mercaptans or Thiohydranilines. By A. W. 
Hofmaot (Ber., 13 , 1223 — 1240). — This consists of a continuation of 
the investigation, some account of which has already appeared (this 
voL, 386—387). In a foot-note the author states that 1 part of 
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sulphur and 3 parts of phenylbenzamide give the best yield of ben- 
zenylamidophenyl mercaptan, and that by action of concentrated 
nitric and sulphuric acids this body is converted into a monoDitro- 
derivative (m. p. 188°), which yields an amido-derivative on re- 
duction. 

Methenylamidophmyl mercaptan may be obtained by heating form- 

anilide with sulphur, thus: C s H 5 .NH.CHO + S = + 

HaO. This represents but a small portion of the decomposition, some 
of theformanilide yielding aniline and carbonic oxide (this Journal [2], 
1, 72) ; furthor, sulphuretted hydrogen and thioanilide are formed. 

Ethenyl-, propiomjl and pentemjl- amidophenyl mercaptans are ob- 
tained by the action of sulphur at high temperatures on the anilides 
of acetic, propionic, and valerianic acids. The yield of these bases 
is comparatively small, other reactions taking place. 

Benzenylamidophmyl mercaptan is also obtained in small quantities 
by heating phenylacetanilide with sulphur. Phenylacetanilide is ob- 
tained by boiling aniline with phenylacetic acid. It crystallises in 
shining flat needles (m. p. 117°). 

Oxalic acid Derivative of Amidophenyl Mercaptan, CiJEW^Sa. — 
When aeetanilide is heated to boiling with sulphur for some time, 
sulphuretted hydrogen and carbonic anhydride are formed, and acetic 
acid, acetanilide, aniline, and the above ethenyl-base distil over. The 
evolution of sulphuretted hydrogen diminishes after some time, and a 
sublimate is formed in the retort. If the crystalline residue in the 
retort, after extraction with alcohol to remove aniline, &c., be sub- 
limed in a current of air, the oxalio acid derivative of amidophenyl 
mercaptan is obtained in large yellow needles. It is insoluble in the 
ordinary solvents. It crystallises from hot toluene in microscopic 
prisms. It is very sparingly soluble in hot alcohol, and its alcoholic 
solutions have a bitter taste. It melts at about 300°, and may be dis- 
tilled without decomposition. That its constitution is 


ST N 


is shown by its being resolved into amidophenyl mercaptan and oxalic 
acid by heating with potash at 200° ; and further, its decomposition 
into ethenylamidophenyl mercaptan and aniline sulphydrate by hy- 
driodic acid and phosphorus at 150°, thus — 


(1) + 3H a = GH^^C.CH, + 

(2) NHa-OjHt.SH + + H,S. 


That the above is the constitution of this compound is farther 
shown by its production in the following cases : — 

(1.) When oxalio acid and amidophenyl mercaptan react in pre- 
sence of phosphorous trichloride. 
vol. xxxvm. 2 q 
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(2.) By the action of amidophenyl mercaptan on crystalline ethyl 

o xalat e. t . 

(3.) By passing cyanogen into an alcoholic solution of amidophonyl 

mercaptan, thus — 


20801 {Si* + O0 - ON = ° 8H ‘ < C 1 :>-<> H4 + 2NH 8 . 


(4.) By the action of the methenyl base on its chloro-derivative, 
thus — 



(5.) By the action of zinc on the chloromethenyl base. 

IPinally it is obtained by acting on the methenyl base with acetic 
chloride or benzoic chloride in seeded tubes at 150°. 

A partial explanation of its formation from acetanilide is obtained 
by supposing that, a thioacetanilide, SCOsH^.NHAc)* or CxeHaeNaOaS, 
is first formed, and this when decomposed by snlphnr gives the fol- 
lowing products : — 

CieHigNjOgS + 4S = OuHsNjjSa + CyB^Oa + 3H!aS. 


As a means of preparing orthamidophenyl mercaptan, the author 
recommends the preparation of this oxalic acid derivative from acet- 
anilide, and its decomposition with potash at 200°. 

Derivatives of Amidophenyl Mercaptan. — (1.) Succmyl derivative, 
OwHuNjSa. is obtained by action of the mercaptan on sucoinamide ; 
the latter is dissolved with liberation of ammonia. It crystallises 
from alcohol in beautiful colourless needles (m. p. 137°). It forms a 
hydrochloride crystallising in lemon-yellow needles, which are decom- 
posed by water. The platinochloride forms sparingly soluble crystal- 
line scales. The aurochloride, CisHjJ^Si.HCl.AuCla, crystallises in 
yellow needles. 

Potash resolves this succinyl derivative into amidophenyl mer- 
captan and succinic acid ; phosphorus and hydriodic acid resolve it 
apparently into the tetrenyl base and aniline, thus— 



(OH,) 8 + 4H 8 


= °-<!> 


OH, GH,Me + 


NH,Ph + H,S. 


(2.) The phthalyl derivative, (0,2^ 


<> 


2 .* OgHo, is obtained by 


the action of phthalic anhydride or chloride on amidophenyl mer- 
captan. It crystallises from concentrated alcoholic solutions in thick 
prisms, and from dilute in fine needles. It is soluble in ether, but 
insoluble in water, and melts at 112°. It is a feeble base. Its hydro- 
chloride and platinochloride are both decomposed by water. 
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(3.) QU/ooltyl derivative, OeH* 


<> 


OH^.OH, is obtained from 


amidophenyl mercaptan and obloracetio acid. It crystallises from bot 
alcohol in long fine brittle needles (m. p. 176°). It is insoluble in 
water and hydrochloric acid, but dissolves in concentrated sulphuric 
acid, and is reprecipitated from this solution by water. The influence 
of the hydroxyl group is shown by its solubility in alkalis, from 
which solutions it is reprecipitated by acids. 

(4.) PJienylaceHo derivative, CeH^^C.CBkPh. Its hydrochlo- 


ride is obtained by acting on amidophenyl mercaptan with phenyl- 
acetic chloride. This salt crystallises from hydrochloric acid in light 
yellow, stellate, grouped needles. It is easily decomposed by water or 
alkalis, yielding the base as an oily liquid, insoluble in water, but 
soluble in alcohol and ether. The platinochloride. 


(0 14 H„NS.H01) 2 Pt0l4 + 5H a O, 


crystallises in yellow needles. 


(5.) The Oinnamyl derivative, CsH^ 


<y 


OH I CHPh, is obtained 


by heating cinnamic acid with amidophenyl mercaptan. It crystallises 
from alcohol in thick strongly refractive prisms, melting at 115°. It is 
a feeble base ; forms a hydrochloride and platinochloride. Similarly to 
the above derivative, it is resolved by potash into the mercaptan and 
cinnamic acid. 

Amidophenyl mercaptan reacts with aldehydes, yielding interesting 
results ; e.g. y with acetaldehyde the ethenyl base has been obtained, 
thus — 


«*{» + 2CH..OSO = C»H*<^)OMe + 0,H,0 + H*0. 


Benzaldehyde yields the bemsenyl base, and saJicaJdehyde yields a 

salioyl derivative, C 6 H*<^ ^C.CgH^.OH. This compound crystallises 

from alcohol in beautiful shining needles (m. p. 129°). It forms salts 
with acids, and is also soluble in alkalis, owing to the presence of the 
phenol group. Potash resolves it into the mercaptan and salicylic 
acid. This compound has been obtained by Schuhwirth by the action 
of sulphur on phenylsahcylamide. 

Amidophenyl mercaptan reacts with hydrocyanic acid, yielding 
methenylamidophenyl mercaptan, and similarly with acetonitril ana 
benzonitril it yields the ethenyl and benzenyl base respectively, the 
reaction in the last two cases requiring a higher temperature than in 
the first* P. P. B. 
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Chlorinated Quinones. By S. Levy and G. Schultz (Bar., 13, 
1427 — 1430 ) . — Monochloroquinol forms a diacetic compound, 

CeH 8 Cl(OAc)* 

winch crystallises in transparent prisms (m. p. 72°). The dibonzoic 
derivative, 0 a H 3 01(0Bz) 3 , crystallises in long needles (m. p. 130°), 
soluble in xylene, ether, benzene, chloroform, hob alcohol, and strong 
sulphuric acid. Heated with phthalic anhydride and strong sulphuric 
acid, monochloroquinol yields a chlorinated quinizarino, which dissolves 
in a solution of soda with a bine colour. An aqueous solution of 
monochloroquinol is converted by oxidation with chromic acid into 
monochloroquinone and a small quantity of a-dichloroquinone. The 
monoch loroquinone, after repeated recrystallisation from alcohol, forms 
thick rhombic prisms of a yellow colour, which melt at 57°. It dis- 
solves in concentrated hydrochloric acid, forming a mixture of a-di- 
and tri-chloroquinols. The former compound (m. p. 164°) yields on 
oxidation a-dichloroquinone (m. p. 154°), which is converted by strong 
hydrochloric acid into a mixture of trichdoroquinol, ObHC/I^OH^, ana 
tetrachloroquinol. 

When /3-dichloroquinone (prepared by the action of nitric acid on 
trichlorophenol) is treated with strong hydrochloric acid, the same 
resnlts are obtained. From neither a- nor /J-dichloroquinone can 
a chlorinated qninizarine be derived. The benzoic derivative of 
trichloroqumol crystallises in colourless needles (m. p. 174°), sparingly 
soluble in cold alcohol. 

Trichloroq uinone is changed into tetrachloroquinol by boiling with 
strong hydrochloric acid. This substance forms a benzoic derivative 
(m. p. 230°), which is sparingly soluble in alcohol and freely soluble 
in benzene. 

TetracJdoroquinona, CeChC^, forms yellow plates belonging to the 
monoelinio system. The reduction of tetrachloroquinone by strong 
hydrochloric acid to tetrachloroquinol shows that intermediate pro- 
ducts of the composition C 8 Cl 4 (OCl)(OH) do not exist. 

The preceding experiments show that, starting from monochloro- 
quinol, it is possible to proceed step by step to the formation of totra- 
diloroqninol. W. 0. W. 

Thymolglyeollic Acids. By P. Spica ( QaxzeMa, 10, 340—349).— 
In this paper two thymolglycollic acids are described, obtained from 
natural thymol and camphothymol (carvacrol) respectively. 

The derivative from natural thymol was prepared by fusing a mix- 
ture of 12 parts of thymol with 7*5 of monochloracetic acid, and then 
gradually adding the mixture to 50 of soda solution of sp. gr. 1*35. 
The product forms two layers, which mix on adding an equal volume 
of water: the unaltered thymol is removed by adding a slight excess 
of. hydrochloric acid, neutralising with ammonium carbonate, and 
agitating several times with ether. The thymoglycollic acid is then 
precipitated by an acid, and purified by crystallisation from dilute 
alcohol. The yield is theoretical for the amount of thymol acted on. 
Pure thymoglycollic acid, OBHaMeCCsHOO.CBt.OOOH, forms fine 
pnsras (m. p. 147 — 148°), sparingly soluble in water, but easily in 



ORGANIC CHEMISTRY. 


889 


alcohol or ether. The barium salt, ( Ci 3 Hi fi 0 3 )2Ba.2Ha0, crystallises 
with difficulty; it loses the 2H a O at 120 — 130°. The lead salt , 
(OiaHwO^JaPb, is obtained as a white amorphous precipitate ou adding 
lead acetate to a solution of the acid previously neutralised with 
ammonia. The silver salt , Ci 2 Hi 5 O s Ag, forms microscopic prisms, 
almost insoluble in boiling water. Ethyl thy mo gly collate, CiaHwOsEt, 
prepared by saturating an alcoholic solution of the. acid with dry 
hydrochloric acid, is a limpid, almost colourless liquid (b. p. 290°), 
having an odour resembling that of ethyl oxalate. It does not solidify 
in a mixture of ice and salt, but when allowed to stand some days it 
deposits a colourless substance (m. p. 110°), possibly a polymeric 
modification of the ether. When treated with aqueous ammonia, the 
ethyl salt yields thymolglycollamide, a substance crystallising in prisms 
(m. p. 96 — 97°), sparingly soluble in cold water, but readily in hot. 

Camphothymol (carvacrol, b. p. 233 — 235°) when treated with 
monochloracetic acid and soda in the manner above described, yielded 
a mixture of three acids ; one, melting at about 110°, formed but in 
veTy minute quantity, another, melting at 126 — 127°, and a third, 
carvacrolglycollic add ; this is the principal product of the reaction, 
the others owing their origin to impurities in the carvacrol employed, 
or to a secondary action. These acids were first separated by frac- 
tional crystallisation, and the carvacrolglycollic acid was finally puri- 
fied by converting it into the barium salt and repeatedly crystallising 
the latter. Pure carvacrolglycollic acid crystallises in colourless 
needles (m. p. 149°), very sparingly soluble in cold water, but readily 
in alcohol or ether. The barium salt , (CisHuC^dBa + 4H a O, is more 
soluble in hot water than in cold. The lead salt, (0uHw0s) 2 Pb is 
thrown down as a gummy precipitate, but crystallises from alcohol in 
tufts of microscopic needles. The silver salt, CiJEEieOsAg, forms 
microscopic needles. Ethyl carvaarolglycollate is an oil (b. p. 289°), 
which solidifies at a low temperature. The amide, which closely re- 
sembles its isomeride, melts at 67 — 68°. 

The aoid of melting point 126— 127° forms ciystalline nodules 
built up of microscopic needles. It is more soluble in water than the 
carvacrolglycollic acid, and is also distinguished from the latter inas- 
much as it gives an orange-yellow precipitate with ferric chloride, 
whilst carvacrolglycollic acid solution merely becomes turbid. The 
silver salt is amorphous, and the results of its analysis, as well as of 
that of the acid itself, corresponds with a thymolearboxylio acid. 

The author draws attention to the fact that although the fusion 
points of the two isomeric glycollio acids, and also the boiling points 
of their ethereal salts, are very dose, there is a difference of about 30° 
in the melting points of the amides. C. E. GL 

Constitution of a-Toluen edisulphonic Acid. By P. Classen 
and H. Berg (Per., 13, 1170 — 1171).— The constitution of a-toluene- 
disulphonic aoid, which has been investigated by Blomstrand (Per., 4 , 
717) and Hakansson (Per., 5, 1084), is shown to be orthoparatoluene- 
disulphonio acid, since it is formed both from para- and from ortho- 
toluenesulphonic acid by the action of fuming sulphuric acid. 

P, P. B. 



ABSTRACTS OP CHEMICAL PAPERS. 


890 

Cymenesulphonie Acids. By P. Spioa ( Oaxeetfa, 10, 254— 
255). — This is mainly a olaim of priority in respect of a paper by 
Clans (Per., 13, 901).— The author has repeated his former experi- 
ments (Gaz. 9, 397) on the action of sulphuric aoid on eyraeno, 
and finds that two sulphonio acids are really produced, the barium 
salts of whioh crystallise with 3H a O and 4HjO respectively. The sul- 
phonic chlorides have also been prepared, as well as the amides. In 
conclusion, the author observes, “As is usual in Germany, Clans 
mates no mention of the researches on cymene published in Italy.” 

C. E. G. 

Nitro-derivatives of Diphenyl-mono- and Di-snlphonio 
Adds. By S. Gabriel and A. K, Dameergis (Her., 13, 1408 — 1412). 
— Copper mtrodiph&nylmlphonate is prepared by pouring a solution 
of paranitrodiphenyl in "warm strong sulphuric acid into cold water, 
and adding copper sulphate to the mixture. The copper salt, is 
deposited iu small rhombohedral crystals, which have the composition 
[CiaHeCNOOSOa], Cu + 4H a O. 

Sodium nitrodaphenyUulphonate, O^Hs (N O a ) . S 0 3 K a, is obtained in an- 
hydrous lustrous plates by boiling the copper salt with soda. The barmm 
soft forms glistening white needles, containing 4 molecules of water. 

TSifoodmlt^ chloride , CiaHs^O*) .S0 2 C1, is deposited 

from a glacial acetic aoid solution in needles (m. p. 178°). It can be 
prepared by the action of phosphorus pentachloride on the sodium 
salt, or more readily by dissolving diphenylmonosnlphonic chloride in 
faming nitric acid. The formation of the chloride by these two 
methods indicates that the sulphonic acid is a dipara-derivative, viz., 
paranitrodiphenylparasulphonic acid. 

Nitrodiphenylsulphamide , prepared by digesting the chloride with 
alcoholic ammonia, melts at 228°. 

Faramidodiphem/l^parasulphhydrate hydrochloride , 

SH.C6H4OsH4.im2.HOl, 

is formed when hydrochloric acid is added to the solution in soda of 
the yellow precipitate produced hy the addition of water to flic pro- 
duct of the action of tin and hydrochloric acid on the nitrosulphonic 
chloride. It crystallises in lustrous plates, which are decomposed by 
water, forming an amorphous mass. On the addition of potassium 
monochloracetate to a solntion of the hydrochloride in an alkali, 
potassium amidodiphenylthiacetat e is precipitated. The free acid 
forms granular or tabular crystals, which dissolve sparingly in water, 
and melt above 200°. 

Hitro-derivatives of diphenyldisnlphonic chloride are obtained by 
adding 10 parts of strong sulphuric acid to a solution of 1 part of tho 
sulphonic chloride in 10 parts of faming nitric acid. If tho tempe- 
rature is not allowed to reach 60°, the only mononitro-derivativ© 
(m. p. 130°) is formed ; if the mixture is heated at 90 — 95°, the dinitro- 
product (m. p. 166°) is obtained. The solntion is poured into water, 
and the precipitate dried and recrystallised from glacial acetio acid. * 

The crystalline double salt, which is formed by the reduction of the 
mononitro- derivative with tin and hydrochloric aoid, is decomposed 



ORGANIC CHEMISTRY. 


891 


by boiling water with the production of amido-diphenyl disulplihydrate, 
HS.O e H <l4 O fl H $ .(3ra: 2 ).SH (m. p. 153°). W. 0. W. 

Phenanthrene Derivatives. By R Anschutz and I. v. Siemenski 
(Ber,, 13 , 1179—1180). — When bromophenanthrene is heated on the 
water-bath with strong sulphuric acid, a bromosulphonic acid is ob- 
tained, which is soluble in water. On adding potash, potassium 

CiJECsBr.SOsK, separates, as a white 
precipitate; it crystallises from hot water in small white needles. 
Fusion with potasn yields no hydroxyl compound. 

Silver broriiophmanthrenemcniosvlphonate^ CiiHgBr.SOsAg, is obtained 
by adding silver nitrate to a hot aqueous solution of the potassium 
compound. On cooling, it separates out in greyish-white shining 
needles. These derivatives are decomposed by strong nitric acid with 
great difficulty. 

Barium lrom^heimnthrmem(ymmlphon ate, (CiJSsBr.SOsJjBa, forms 
a white amorphous precipitate, insoluble in water. The free acid is 
obtained with difficulty in a pure state; other isomerides are simul- 
taneously formed. 

From the diazo-compound of sulphanilic acid and phenanthrol (Rehs, 
this Journal, 34, 76), a red colouring matter belonging to the tropaeoline 

cjai(0S)G0 

class has been obtained. Further phenanthrenequinone, I 1 > 

UgHi CO 

obtained from phenanthrol, has marked colouring properties. It is 
soluble in a hot solution of sodium hydrogen sulphite, from which 
acids precipitate it as a red amorphous powder. Alkalis dissolve it, 
forming carmine-red solutions ; heated above 200°, it decomposes par- 
tially, but may be sublimed, and is obtained in the form of red needles 
resembling alizarin. P. P. B. 

Bromonitro-, Nitro-, and Amido-camphor. By R Schitf (Ber., 
13 , 1402 — 1406; also Qaxzetta, , 10 , 317 and 362) .-Bromomtro-camphor, 
OjoHiiBrNOa, is formed together with camphoric add hy .heating 
bromo-camphor with nitric acid for several hours. It is a white crys- 
talline body (m. p. 106°), almost insoluble in cold alcohol. If the pre- 
ceding compound is dissolved in alcoholic potash, the alcohol removed 
by evaporation, and dilute sulphuric acid added to the aqueous solu- 
tion of the residue, nitro-camfphor, CwHuCOH.JNOa, separates as an 
oily liquid, which slowly solidifies. The crude product can be purified 
by solution in ammonia and reprecipitation by acids* The pure sub- 
stance melts at 83° ; its aqueous solution is coloured red by ferric 
chloride, and forms a crystalline nitroso-derivative with potassium 
nitrite. Nitro-camphor is converted into camphoric acid hy nitric 
acid, and into camphoric anhydride hy nitrosulphuric acid. Heated 
in a enrrent of steam, in the absence of air, it is decomposed, yielding 
camphoric acid, camphoric anhydride, and ammonia. Nitro-camphor 
can also be prepared by the action of zinc and dilute sulphuric acid 
on an ethereal solution of bromonitro-camphor. . 

'When a solution of nitro- camphor in potash is treated with sodium 
amalgam, amido-canvphor, OioHu(OH).NH 3 ,is formed This powerful 
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base distils without decomposition at 246'4°, and solidifies on cooling 
to a wax-like mass. It forms a hydrochloride, crystallising in needles, 
and a crystalline platinochloride (CioHnNO.HCtyaPtCli, which is 
soluble in hot alcohol. The aqueous solution reduces metallic salts, 
and resembles hydroxylamine in many of its reactions. 

A crystalline oxycamphor (m. p. 155°) is formed when the aqueous 
solution is treated with nitrous acid. It is volatile in a current of 
steam, and is soluble in alkalis. 

Amido-camphor hydrochloride is decomposed by distillation in 
current of steam into di&amp h orili mide, CaoHaiNO*, which is found in 
the distillate, and camphimide , which is contained in the residue. The 
former of these compounds crystallises in yellow needles (m. p. 160°), 
which are insoluble in acids: on adding potash to the residue 
camphimide is obtained as an oily liquid, which rapidly solidifies. 

This base appears to have the constitution OeHu^^NH. 

W. 0 . w. 

Constitution of Bromo-camphor. By R. Schot (Ber., 13, 
1406 — 1407; also Qazxetta, 10, 332). — The conversion of bromo- 
camphor into camphor and of nitrobromo-camphor into nitro-camphor 
by tiie action of nascent hydrogen or of alcoholic potash, seems to 
indicate that bromo-camphor contains the group = C.OBr, « 

The formation of sodium camphor, when a solution of bromo- 
camphor in toluene is treated with metallic sodium, is also evidence 
in favour of this view. 

Sodium camphor is converted into ordinary camphor by the action 
of water. W. C. W. 

Action of Zinc Chloride on Bromo-camphor. By R. Schiff 
(Ber.,13, 1407 — 1408; also Qazzetta , 10, 317). — By heating a mixture 
of zinc chloride and hromo-camphor at 150 — 160 until the evolution 
of hydrohromic acid ceases and then distilling the residue, hexhydro - 
paraxylene, CSsH 18 , and liquid thymol, CioHuO, are obtained. 

Hexhydroxylene boils at 137 6° (corr.), and has the sp. gr. 0*7956 
at 4°. The trinitroparaxylene derived from it melts at 127°. 

The thymol (sp. gr. 1*0101 at 4°, b. p. 232°) appears to be identical 
with the thymol Kekul6 6, 934) obtained by the action of 

iodine on camphor. "W. 0. W. 

Camphocarbonic Acid. By J. Kacbtler and F. Y. Spitzeb (fier., 
13, 1412 — 1413). — Gantphocarboaylic acid , CnHieOa, is deposited on ro- 
ciystallisation from warm water in colourless needles, which melt at 
1®\ but begin to decompose below 100°. By treating the ethereal 
solution of the acid with metallic sodium, a non-hygroscopic sodium 
compound, CaHsiNaO®, is produced, from which the corresponding 
barium salt, C&HsoBaO®, can be prepared. 

By the action of phosphorus pentachloride on camphocarboxylic acid, 
a chloride crystallising in prisms (m. p. 44°) is obtained. A crys- 
talline compound is also formed by treating a solution of the acid in 
chloroform with phosphoric anhydride. W. 0. W. 
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Preparation of Camphoric Acid and Camphoric Anhydride. 

By P. Maissen ( Qazs&etta , 10, 280 — 281). — Instead of acting directly 
on camphor with nitric acid, the mixture of camphor and bomeol ob- 
tained as a residue in preparing borneol by Baubigny’s method may 
be employed. Camphor is dissolved in any convenient hydrocarbon 
boiling above 100 °, and sodium is introduced into the hot solution in 
small pieces at a time, until it no longer dissolves. When cold, the 
pasty mass is agitated with water, and the oily layer separated and dis- 
tilled. The residue in the retort may be used for the preparation of 
camphoric acid. For this purpose, 300 grams are boiled with 800 of 
nitric acid and 200 of water for three days. The crude acid which 
separates in the crystalline state may be purified by dissolving it in 
potash, filtering, and precipitating with an acid. The yield is about 
80 per cent., whilst camphor never gives more than 50 per cent, of its 
weight. 

To prepare camphoric anhydride, the camphoric acid is boiled with 
acetic anhydride and dry sodium acetate in molecular proportions. 
When cold, the prodnct is extracted with cold water, and the residue 
crystallised from boiling alcohol. In this way, almost the whole of 
the camphoric acid is obtained as pure anhydride (m. p. 217°). 

C. E. G. 

Products of the Distillation of Colophony. By A. Regard 
(Oompt. rend., 91, 419—421). — By subjecting colophony to several 
fractional distillations, and removing acids from the distillates by 
washing them with alkalis, a hydrocarbon (b. p. 103 — 106°) is ob- 
tained, for which the author suggests the name heptene . It is purified 
by washing with caustic soda, drying first over calcium chloride, and 
then over sodium, and finally distilling over sodium in a current of 
carbonic anhydride. Its analysis and vapour-density correspond with 
the formula C 7 H 12 . It is a mobile colourless liquid, soluble in alcohol 
and ether, sp. gr. = 0'8031 at 20° ; it has a peculiar odour, and is 
without action on polarised light. It absorhs oxygen from the air, 
evolving carbonic anhydride. 

Wheii treated with chlorine, it forms a resinous mass, with evolution 
of hydrochloric acid. Bromine acts on the hydrocarbon with great 
violence. If however, it is dropped slowly into the cooled hydrocarbon, 
and the mixture containing excess of bromine be allowed to stand in the 
shade for two or three days, a thick liquid is obtained, which, after 
washing with alkalis, yields a yellow oil. By extracting the oil with 
ether and allowing the ethereal solution to stand, crystals of a hexa- 
bromo-eompound, CfHaBre, separate out (m. p. 134°) $ it decomposes 
at 150°. 

By allowing the above mixture of hydrocarbon and bromine to stand 
for 8—10 days in the sunlight, an isomeride of the above compound 
is obtained ; a thick, oily brown liquid, decomposing at 150°. 

A dibromide, 0 7 Hi 2 Br 2l is obtained by dropping a solution of the 
hydrocarbon in ether into a cooled solution of bromine in ether, 
keeping the bromine in excess. On allowing the solution to evaporate 
spontaneously, white crystals are formed, which are very unstable, 
decomposing a few minutes after their formation. 

Nitric acid (sp. gr. l m 15) acts on the heptene at 80°, forming acetic, 
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formic, oxalic, and snccinio acids, ‘with, ©volution o£ carbonic oxido 
and carbonic anhydride. Fuming nitric acid acts with great violence 
on the hydrocarbon. Gaseous hydrochloric acid forms a green liquid 
with heptene, but no hydrochloride is formed. An aqueous solution 
of the gas is without action. 

By treating the cooled hydrocarbon with concentrated or fuming 
sulphuric acid, an oily liquid is obtained, consisting of a mixture of 
unaltered heptene and diheptene, CuH^ (b. p. 235 — '240°). Diheptono 
is readily oxidised, absorbing oxygen eight or ten times more quickly 
than heptene. It has no action on polarised light. A sulphonic acid 
is also formed, which yietds a very soluble barium salt. 

Heptene unites with the elements of water, forming a crystalline 
hydrate. L. T. (VS. 

Chlorophyll from Eucalyptus Globulus. By E. Sohotck 
(Ohem. News,, 31, 82). — The peculiar appearance presented by the 
leaves of the Eucalyptus globulus is due to an exceedingly thin cover- 
ing of fatty matter, such as is seen on fresh plums and other fruit. 
The ethereal solution of this fat leaves a semicrystalline residue which 
melts much below 100° ; it is partially soluble in alkalis, and, there- 
fore, most probably contains some fatty acid. The ethereal or alcoholic 
extract of the leaves containing chlorophyll, when kept tightly corked 
and in the dark, assumes a yellowish tint, and shows absorption-bands 
corresponding with those of “acid chlorophyll.” The extract of green 
grass does not behave in a similar manner, but, on exposure to the 
action of sunlight, it gradually loses its colour and becomes pale yel- 
low. The alcoholic extract of eucalyptus leaves also becomes paler on 
exposure to light. The change which takes place is attributed to the 
action of the essential oil contained in the extract on the oxygen of 
the air forming ozone, which acts on the alcoholic extract of the 
chlorophyll. Extract of orange leaves when kept in the dark remains 
unchanged. After insolation, it slightly differed from an extract of 
grass made at the same time and exposed to sunlight along with it. 
The bands I and IVa absent in the grass-spectrum were present in 
that of the orange extract. L. T. CVS. 

Crystallised Chlorophyll, By Hoppe- Seyleb (Bied. Oentr 1880, 
375 — 376). — Leaves of grass after being treated with ether until the 
wax was completely removed, were boiled with alcohol, which dis- 
solved two colouring matters ; both of these orystallised out during 
cooling. The first is red in transmitted light, and is evidently iden- 
tical with the substance to which Bougarel gives the name of cry- 
throphyll. After this substance has been removed by filtration, the 
filtrate concentrated, and the residue washed repeatedly with water, 
dissolved in ether, and left to evaporate, reappear on the sides and 
bottom, of the vessel ; they are granular crystals, brown in transmitted, 
green in reflected light. These crystals may be purified by repeated 
washings in cold and solution m warm alcohol and in ether. 

The author gives this substance the name of Morophylla/n ; it has 
the consistence of soft wax ; in a fairly dry condition, it melts at 110°. 
The crystals are sparingly soluble in cold alcohol, but dissolve readily 
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in other or chloroform. The solution shows the fluorescence of alco- 
holic or ethereal extracts of green plants, and a similar but not 
precisely identical spectrum, which leads the author to the conclusion 
that chlorophyllan does not exist as such in the plant, but is formed 
during the treatment ; the percentage composition is given as 0, 73*4 ; 
H, 9*7 ; IN’, 5‘62 ; 0, 9*57 ; P, 1*37 ; Mg, 0*34 ; the phosphorus and 
magnesium are not considered as impurities, but appear to be normal 
constituents of the substance. Further experiments are promised. 

J< F. 


Behaviour of the Cinchona Alkaloids with Potassium Per- 
manganate. By S. Hoogewerpf and W. A. v. Dobp ( Liebig’s Anncdm , 
204, 84 — 118). — Quinine, cinchonine, quinidine, and cinchonidine, 
when oxidised by permanganate, yield tricarbopyridinic acid together 
with ammonia, oxalio and carbonic acids, and some other products 
which need further examination. A dicarboxylic acid identical with 
Weidel’s oinchomeronio acid is easily obtained from the tricarboxylic 
acid. A monocarboxylic acid has also been prepared but not fully 
investigated. 

Preparation, of Tricarbopyridinic Acid . — The alkaloids or their sul- 
phates are mixed with potash solution and heated to boiling in a flask 
in a calcium chloride bath. The permanganate is added in small 
quantities until the red colour imparted by it remains permanent 
after an hour’s boiling. 

After addition of nitric acid and concentration of the solution the 

S rtassium is removed by crystallisation as potassium nitrate. 

arium nitrate is then added as long as a precipitate is formed. This 
preoipitate, consisting of barium oxalate and tricarbopyridinate, is 
decomposed by sulphuric acid. 

Tricarbopyridinic acid forms transparent tabular crystals, which 
appear greenish by reflected light, and exhibit a strong play of colours 
under polarisation. It is moderately soluble in alcohol and very spar- 
ingly so in ether and benzene, but dissolves readily in boiling water. It 
gives a faint red colour with ferrous salts. It gives up its water of crys- 
tallisation between 100° and 120° without decomposition, but becomes 
blackened at 190°, and melts at 244 — 250°. The aqueous solution gives 
an amorphous precipitate with barium acetate ; with calcium acetate, a 
warty crystalline mass of needles ; with silver nitrate, an amorphous 
precipitate which becomes crystalline after a time, and is not much 
altered by exposure to light ; with copper acetate, a bright blue 
amorphous precipitate ; with lead acetate (and also the basie acetate), 
white amorphous precipitates. No red fumes are evolved when the 
acid is boiled with concentrated nitric acid. It is readily acted on by 
permanganate in acid, but not in alkaline solutions. It consists in the 
anhydrous state of OsHsNOe, and is tribasic. It crystallises from 
aqueous solutions with 1J mol. of water. The neutral potassium sedt, 
OeHsKaNOa + 3H $ 0, forms brilliant plates which exhibit a fine play of 
colour in polarised light. The neutral barium salt when prepared by 
addition of barium acetate to a solution neutralised with ammonia, 
consists (if precipitated in the cold) of CsHJBasNOe + 8H*0, and 
loses 7H a O at 100°, and all its water at 280 — 300°. If the barium acetate 
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is added to an acid solution, another salt containing, when dried in 
air, only 6 H 3 0 is obtained, in addition to the one just described. The 
calcium salt contains 7H 2 0. The normal silver salt OaHaAgaNOn -j- 
2 HsO, consists of an amorphous precipitate which loses part of its 
water over sulphuric acid, and is not much altered by exposure to 
light. It is obtained by adding silver nitrate to a solution of the acid 
neutralised by ammonia. If the aqueous solution of the acid is mixed 
with silver nitrate, a precipitate is thrown down which is at first 
amorphous, afterwards crystalline, and which consists of CsHjAgaNOe 
+ HaO. Another silver salt, CsH^AglTOj + CsBUSTOe, crystal- 
lising with H a O, may he obtained by dissolving the neutral 
silver salt in warm dilute nitric acid and concentrating the 
solution. 

Oinchomeromc acid may be obtained by heating tricarbopyridinic 
acid to 180 — 190°, when decomposition takes place in accordance with 
the equation, CsHs^TOs = C 7 H 5 NO 4 -f CO*. This acid is identical 
with the one Weidel and Schmidt (Annalen, 173, 96) obtained by 
direct oxidation of quinine, cinchonine, and cinchonidine. It is 
sparingly soluble in ordinary solvents. It gives no colour when mixed 
with ferrous sulphate. It contains no water of crystallisation, and 
melts at 250° with evolution of carbonic anhydride, hut without being 
blackened. When distilled with excess of calcium hydrate, the dis- 
tillate smells strongly of pyridine. The normal bariwm salt , 
C^HsBaNO*, forms tufts of needles which are sparingly soluble. The 
normal calcium salt crystallises in large prisms, and is more easily 
soluble than the barium salt; when dried in air, it retains 8 £H* 0 . 
The normal silver salt, C 7 H&A.g 2 N 0*, is anhydrous, and not much 
altered by exposure to light. The add silver salt, C 7 H^AgNO*, is 
obtained by dissolving the acid in boiling water with addition of a 
few drops of nitric acid, and adding silver nitrate. It is crystalline 
and anhydrous. The normal copper salt, CfHaCtLN’Oi + 4H a O, forms 
dark blue sparingly soluble crystals. It loses its water of crystallisa- 
tion at 180°. 

Cinchomeronio acid splits up on heating into pyrocinchomeronic acid 
( Ber 13, 61) and nicotinic aeid, whilst carbonic anhydride is 
evolved. 

The action of permanganate on the four cinchona alkaloids seems 
to be as follows: — In the first stage, the molecules containing two 
nitrogen atoms are split into two groups containing ono atom of 
nitrogen in each. In the second stage, the nitrogen of one of these 
groups is evolved as ammonia, while from the other several bodies* 
containing nitrogen are obtained, among the rest, tricarbopyridinic 
acid. 

# The authors do not agree with W eidel and Herzig’s supposition that 
cinchomeronio acid is constituted (according to Korner’s pyridine and 
quinoline formula) as 1 . 2 . 8 , the nitrogen having the place 1 ; but 
they assign this constitution to their quinolic acid obtained by the 
action of permanganate on quinoline, and which they consider to be 
the normal oxidation product of this body* (Compare Jour, Ch&m. 
Soc., Tram., 1878, 102 , and 1879, 189). Gh T. A. 
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Bromine Derivatives of Nicotine. By R Laiblin (Ber., 13, 
1212 — 1214). — By the action of bromine and water on nicotine in 
sealed tubes at 120 — 150°, the author has obtained a crystalline com- 
pound similar to that obtained by Cahours and Etard, which is pro- 
bably OioH 1 aBr s N‘ s + HBr. On treatment with potash, it yields 
nicotine. 

Brommicotme, CioH^HjjBra. — Eor the preparation of this compound 
the author recommends the following method, instead of Huber’s 
( Annalm , 131, 257), which does not yield very good results. To 
50 grams of bromine and 30 grams of water are added a solution of 
16 grams of nicotine in 20 grams of water in small quantities at a 
time, the temperature not being allowed to rise above 50 — 60°. The 
whole is warmed on a water-bath until the oil so formed is dissolved, 
and then 60 — 70 grams of water are added ; on cooling a crystalline 
body separates out, probably the compound Ci 0 Hi 2 Br 2 N 2 . 2HBr. This 
is decomposed by aqueous ammonia, and yields bromonicotine. The 
author is at present engaged in the study of the oxidation-products of 
this body. P. P. B. 

Compounds belonging to the Creatine and Creatinine 
Groups. By E. Duvillihr ( Oonvpt rend., 91, 171 — 173). — 
OL-Hydroxybutyrocyamine, 3SrH 2 .CO.NH.OO.CH(NH2).CH 2 Me } a homo- 
logue of glycocyamine, may be prepared by adding cyanamide to a 
cold saturated solution of amido-a-bntyric acid, then a few drops of 
ammonia, and allowing the mixture to stand. After about a month, 
the crystals of the new compound are collected, washed with alcohol, 
and purified by crystallisation from water containing a little ammonia. 
It forms long slender needles, sparingly soluble in cold water, but 
easily in dilute acids, almost insoluble in alcohol or ether. 

a-Hydroatybutyrooycmidine, HH l 0 l N.C0.0H(NH 3 ).CH 2 Me, is 
easily prepared by boiling the corresponding cyamine with dilute sul- 
phuric acid: the sulphuric acid is then removed by treatment with 
barium carbonate, the solution evaporated to dryness, and the new 
cyamidine dissolved out of the residue by alcohol. It crystallises from 
water in long transparent needles of the formula OsHflJNsO + H 3 0, 
which lose their water of crystallisation at 150°. 

Isohydroxyvaleroq/ammej CeHisNaC^, forms short prismatic crystals 
resembling the corresponding butyric compound in properties. It is 
prepared in a similar manner, and when boiled with sulphuric acid is 
converted into the isohydroxyvalerocyamidine , 0 8 HnN 3 0 + £EC a O. 

Strecker and Erlenmeyer regard the creatines and creatinines as 
substituted guanidines ; but the author considers that they are nTe’ides 
of amido-aoids, and represents their constitution by the formula given 
above. C. E. Q-. 

Hypoxanthine from Albuminoid Bodies. By GK Salomon 
(Her., 13, 1160 — 1163) . — The author, whilst replying to the criticism 
of Drechsel (B&r., 13, 210) on a former communication (this Journal, 
36, 176), adds the following as a farthe r p roof of the production of 
hypoxanthine from albuminoid bodies. When fibrin is treated with 
pep siae and hydrochloric acid and the syntonine is removed, a solu- 
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tion is obtained winch, gives no precipitate with ammoniacal silver 
solution ; if, however, a milligram of pure hypoxanthine be added, an 
immediate precipitate is obtained, thus proving that hypoxanthine 
does not occur ready formed in the fibrin. P. P. B. 

The Form in which the Cinchona Alkaloids occur in the 
Bark. By J. E. db Veij (Arch. Pharm. [3], 16, 34 — 39).~ On 
evaporation, the aqueous extract of Omchona si^ccirubra yields a white 
solid, of which about 40 per cent, is soluble in alcohol. This alcoholic 
solution has an acid reaction and is laevoratory. Reagents show the 
presence of quinic and quinotannio acids, and lime. The insoluble por- 
tion likewise consists of the same three compounds, hut seeing that 
quino-tannic acid is generally readily soluble in alcohol, it is here pro- 
bably in some new combination. The solubility of quinine in water, 
when the bark is macerated in water, is due to the presence of this 
add reacting compound. E. W. P. 

Alkaloids from the Decomposition of Albumin. By F. Sblmi 
(B er., 13, 206, and Bied. Gentry 1880, 560). — The author describes the 
apparatus employed, tabulates the volatile bye-products, and gives the 
reactions of the new bodies formed and of their combinations with 
hydrochloric and hydriodic acids. The hydrochlorides have a poisonous 
action on frogs similar to curare. J. K, 0. 

Researches on the Alkaloids of Jaborandi Leaves. By E, 
Bamacx and H. Meyer (Armalen, 204, 67 — 84). — In addition to 
pilocarpine, the authors have obtained a second alkaloid from the 
leaves of jaborandi (Pilocarpus peihnatifolius), for which they propose 
the name of “ jaborine.” The separation of the two alkaloids depends 
on the facts that freejaborine is more easily soluble in ether and more 
sparingly soluble in water than pilocarpine, and its platinochloride 
more soluble in alcohol than that of the latter alkaloid ; also that the 
compounds of jaborine do not crystallise. 

The presence of minute quantities of jaborine in pilocarpine is most 
easily detected by its action on a frog’s heart, since jaborine exactly 
resembles atropine in this respect. 

From analyses of pilocarpine aurochloride and platinochloride the 
authors assign to the free base the composition indicated by tho for- 
mula CnHieNjO* 

A curious feet was observed with regard to its aurochloride. When 
pilocarpine chloride is mixed with gold chloride, a crystalline precipi- 
tate is obtained consisting of C u H 16 N 3 O a .HCl + AuCV If this is 
dissolved in alcohol and boiled for a time, a crystalline salt having the 
composition CnHisjN^C^ -|- AuCls, separates on cooling. 

The authors are inclined to class pilocarpine among tertiary dia- 
mines. Since the physiological action of pilocarpine is analogous to 
that of nicotine, experiments (which proved unsuccessful) were 
to ascertain if there were any relation between its composition and 
that of nicotine, OioH^Og. ^ Pilocarpine might, for example, be re- 
garded as a methyl substitution-product of nicotine, thus : 

C 10 E u (CE s )(EO) s N li = CuEuNtO* 
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This view is supported by the fact that jaborandi leaves yield 
pyridine bases among other products of their decomposition, and nico- 
tine does the same. 

Trimeihylamine is formed during the dry distillation of pure pilo- 
carpine with excess of alkali, but no coniine. Also when crude pilocar- 
pine was distilled alone no coniine could be detected, but when dis- 
tilled at 160° with excess of alkali small quantities of a body identical 
with coniine are formed, as stated by Poehl (. Ber ., 12, 2185), due 
probably to some products of decomposition, possibly of jaborine. 

Preparation, of Jaborine. — The crude product (commercial prepara- 
tion of pilocarpine, &c.) dissolved in alcohol is submitted to fractional 
precipitation with an alcoholic solution of platinum chloride. The 
first part of the precipitate which forms a hard mass, insoluble in 
water, is removed; the decanted liquid is again precipitated and 
filtered, and the solution then fully precipitated. After filtration from 
the precipitate, the jaborine platinochloride separates from the alcoholic 
solution. This salt, together with the third precipitate, is extracted 
with hot water and the filtrate concentrated by evaporation over sul- 
phuric acid in a vacuum. Jaborine platinochloride is a bright yellow 
powder or a dark-red amorphous crumbling mass. The deeper colour 
is due to impurities, which can be partly removed by washing with 
alcohol. Another method of obtaining tolerably pure jaborine is to 
mix the aqueous solution of the crude substance with hydrochloric 
acid, filter, and add mercuric chloride until a precipitate forms. On 
shaking and filtering, a bright yellow liquid is obtained: sulphuretted 
hydrogen is added to remove the mercury, and the concentrated liquid 
is mixed with soda solution and shaken up with ether. On evapora- 
tion, jaborine is left as a clear colourless amorphous body. Jaborine is 
a very strong base, which differs from pilocarpine, especially in its 
sparing solubility in water and more ready solubility in ether. Its salts 
are soluble in water and alcohol, and do not crystallise. Free jaborine 
volatilises with difficulty at high temperatures. It probably belongs 
to the tertiary amines. The composition of jaborine is either identical 
with that of pilocarpine, or their empirical formulas are closely related. 
It is probably contained in small quantities, together with pilocarpine 
in the leaves of the plant. 

Compare Emgzett (this Journal, 1867, 2, 366). Gh T. A. 

Alkaloid in Aethusa Cynapium. By W. Bjbbkhardt (Arch. 
Pharm . [3], 16, 117).— When the seeds of common fool’s parsley 
are distilled with milk of lime, a reddish-yellow oil passes over. This 
oil has a strongly alkaline reaction and a very powerful penetrating 
odour. It appears to contain nitrogen. This alkaloid seems to have 
been first noticed by Fieinus (ibid., 24, 257 ; see also Waits ’ Did., 
Cynapine), but he describes it as a crystalline solid, while Walz 
(Neu. Jaforb. Pharm., 11, 351), on the other hand speaks of it as an 
oil. 1. W. P. 

Chemistry of the Yew. By D. Amato and A. Gapparelli 
(Oazzetta, 10, 849 — 355). — The green needles of the yew (Taaus 
laccata) were exhausted successively with ether, alcohol, distilled 
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water, and finally with dilute sulphuric acid, and each extract care- 
fully examined. The extract left on evaporation of the ethereal solu- 
tion was mixed with dilute sulphuric acid (1 : 20) and distilled in a 
current of steam, when an essential oil passed over resembling that of 
wild fennel in odour. The hot acid solution separated from the 
insoluble residue in the retort, deposited an amorphous powder on 
standing, and the filtrate from this when treated with excess of 
baryta and agitated with ether yielded an alkaloid. A colourless 
non-nitrogenous crystalline substance was extracted from the insoluble 
residue above-mentioned by treating it with alcohol and small quan- 
tities of animal charcoal. Its purification is a matter of considerable 
difficulty, and requires careful attention to details given in the original 
paper. 

The alkaloid is a colourless, crystalline, nitrogenous substance, 
having a musty odour, sparingly soluble in water, but easily in 
alcohol or ether. Dense white fumes are produced when a rod 
dipped in dilute hydrochloric aoid is held near it. It gives a 
canary-yellow precipitate with phospho-molybdic acid, and with 
tannin a white precipitate, which becomes crystalline on standing. 
Picric aoid gives a yellow precipitate, and iochsed potassium iodide 
reddish-brown crystals. 

The non-nitrogenous crystalline substance forms stellate groups of 
needles (m. p. 86 — 87°), easily soluble in boiling alcohol, hut only 
sparingly in the cold. 

The solution obtained by exhausting the yew needles with alcohol 
after they had been extracted with ether was found to contain the 
Bame substances as the ethereal solution. Prom the aqueous and acid 
extracts, oxalic acid and small quantities of the alkaloid were obtained. 

0. E. GL 

Milk Albumin and Curd Formation. By Gr. Muzzo and C. 
Menozzi (Bied* G&n&T.^ 1880, 864 — 866). — The object of the author 
was to determine whether the albumin of milk was of the same com- 
position as egg albumin. The albumin of milk was obtained by coagu- 
lating the casein, when the albumin remained in the whey. According 
to the method of Hoppe-Seyler, it is obtained by separating the casein 
with acetic acid and carbonic anhydride, boiling the residue, and filter- 
ing off; but the author says he obtains better results by evaporating 
the filtrate from the precipitated casein. After adding sodium or 
magnesium sulphate, by the Hoppe-Seyler method, 100 grams of 
milk yielded 0*5 gram, and by his own method he obtained 0*572— 

0 604 grams of albumin. The analysis of this albumin, as compared 
with that of blood, shows the following percentage composition, 
proving both bodies to be nearly identical. 


Carton. Hydrogen. Nitrogen. Sodium. Oxygen. 

Milk albumin 53*74 6-95 15*52 1*55 22*24 

Blood albumin .. 53*5 7*0 15*5 1-6 22*4 


The authors proceed to consider the behaviour of the albumin during 
precipitation at different temperatures, and they find j n 
deprived of its casein by the addition of acetic or lactic aoid (0*50— 
0 75 gram to 100 grams of milk), the slightest warming causes a pre- 
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oipitate in the clear whey; it takes place at so low a temperature as 
8—4° 0. On heating it to 40° a further precipitation takes place ; again 
at 59*68° ; at 72° ; and finally at 100°. When the milk is boiled previous 
to being treated either with rennet or acid, the precipitate is greater 
than when it is not boiled and no albumin separates ; but the total 
obtained in that case is simply the sum of the albumin and casein. 

J. F 

Peptone. By C. A. Peolhaeing ( Tftuger's ArcMv ., 22, 185 — 206). 
The researches of P16sz, Maly, and Adamkiewicz, the author admits, 
point to the conclusion that albuminoids, although changed by the 
digestive fluids into peptones, resume after absorption their original 
properties, and further, that peptone may be substituted for albu- 
minoids, as a food not only without harm, but with positive advantage 
to the animal. But it is obvious from the methods of preparation of 
peptone adopted by these observers, that the word “ peptone ” has not 
the clear and definite meaning usually attributed to it. The method 
used in all these cases was the digestion of fibrin by gastric juice. But 
the times deemed sufficient by each observer for complete conversion 
vary widely. Pldsz, 2—3 weeks; Maly, 2 — 3 days; Adamkiewicz, 
2—5 hours. Despite these differences, the conclusions arrived at agree 
in the main, viz., that peptone can replace proteids as food, and that 
animals so fed will not only maintain, but increase their weight. 

After examining these results more in detail, the author remarks on 
the importance of experimenting with a* substance of constant com- 
position, and proceeds to describe his method of preparing pure peptone, 
which depends on a property described by Place and Huizinga (“ Onder- 
zoekingen gedaan in het physiologisch laboratorium der Leidsche 
Hoogeschool,” 1870, and “ Maandblad voon Itfaturwetenschappen,*' 
1873, p. 29), viz., that in the cold a solution of peptone, having an acid 
reaction, is precipitated by neutral salts, the precipitate redissolving 
on warming. 

Fibrin from bullock’s blood and egg-albumin was used, and was 
digested with 0*2 per cent, hydrochloric acid, and pepsin (either com- 
mercial or prepared by extracting pig’s or dog’s gastric mucous mem- 
brane in glycerol) for 2 — 5 hours at 40° 0. The solution was then 
neutralised until the reaction was very feebly acid, heated to boiling, 
and filtered hot. The filtrate after cooling, usually opalescent or dis- 
tinctly cloudy, was evaporated a little, made strongly acid with acetic 
acid, and saturated with sodium chloride. The somewhat abundant 
flocculent precipitate so produced was filtered of£, after 8 — 12 hours. 
The fluid, which filters readily, passes perfectly clear through the paper, 
and the precipitate dissolves very readily in distilled water on warm- 
ing, still not without a slight flocculent cloudiness, due to albumin 
which has not been completely precipitated by boiling in a feebly acid 
solution, but when precipitated by sodium chloride and acetic acid, is 
not soluble on heating. If the precipitate is dissolved in a sufficiency 
of water, the fluid, when separated from the albuminoid precipitate, is 
perfectly clear ; if, however, the distilled water be spared, with the 
idea of avoiding a large mass of fluid, the precipitate will return on 
cooling. The solution is then to be dialysed, in order to get rid of the 
acetic acid and sodium chloride ; in one day, a precipitate of peptone 

vol. xxxvm. 3 r 
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is formed, which continually increases as the dialysis is pushed, and 
which on warming, or the addition of small qnantities of acid, alkali 
or salts, is completely dissolved. After three or four days* dialysis, 
the fluid is nearly free from salts, and the precipitate may be removed 
from the dialyser, boiled in water, and the resulting solution, which is 
not quite dear, filtered hot. The filtrate is a pure peptone solution, 
and will yield a heavy precipitate on cooling. It is to be concentrated at 
a gentle heat, and finally dried in a vacuum over sulphuric acid. 
When dry, peptone so prepared is a pure white powder, and .is not 
hygroscopic. It has the following properties : — 

Heated over a flame, it does not melt, but forms Btrong tenacious 
bubbles. The ash is small; the substance heated at 105° gave 
0*4 per cent, and 0*47 per cent. ash. 

The powder is only partially soluble in oold water, but dissolves 
completely on warming, separating again as the solution cools. The 
solution has a perfectly neutral reaction. 

Addition of a small quantity of sodium chloride will prevent pre- 
cipitation on cooling; added in excess, however, it causes a slight 
turbidity in the oold, which disappears on warming. 

Very small -quantities of acids or alkalis will cause solution in the 
edd. Peptone is precipitated from the alkaline solution by sodium 
chloride in excess; this does not occur, however, if the peptone is 
warmed in the acid solution, provided the acid is not present in too 
small quantity, and has acted thoroughly (this is best effected by 
warming) ; saturation with sodium chloride to the extent of 4 per cent, 
gives a precipitate, which completely disappears on heating. The 
same takes place if more salt is added. When 16 per cent, of salt has 
been exceeded, complete solution only occurs when the peptone solution 
is somewhat dilute. Peptone is precipitated from the feebly acid or alka- 
line solution by neutralisation ; if, however, too much acid or alkali has 
been used for solution, sufficient salt may be formed to hinder precipita- 
tion. Strong nitric acid gives a precipitate, which vanishes on heating, 
before the yellow coloration appears, and returns on cooling. Silver 
nitrate added to a solution of peptone which is cooling, and therefore 
is becoming cloudy, increases the cloudiness. The precipitate dis- 
appears almost entirely on cooling; a slight opalescence, due to sodium 
chloride, aloue remaining. The precipitate produced by silver nitrate 
is soluble in acetic acid. 

Absolute alcohol precipitates peptone in neutral* but not in acid or 
alkaline solution. Potassium ferrocyauide and acetic acid give a 
voluminous precipitate, soluble on heating. 

Basic lead acetate, with ammonia, tannic, and phosphomolybdic acids, 
give precipitates which are not soluble on heating. 

The precipitate yielded by Millon’s reagent dissolves with a red 
colour, if only small qnantities of the mercury solution are nsed. More 
of the reagent gives a red precipitate, permanent on heating; cupric 
sulphate, feme acetate, ferric sulphate, lead acetate, and basic lead 
acetate do not precipitate the peptone solution, unless sodium chloride 
or potassic acetate is present. 

author then proceeds to say that from these reactions no 
Susmun be present* Peptones from fibrin or albumin or other 
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sources resemble one another in all their chemical properties. All are 
laevorotatory, bnt there is some difference in the degree of rotation, 
albumin peptone having the least, and casein peptone the greatest, 
effect on polarised light. 

No elementary analysis was made by the author. The question 
whether peptone is isomeric with albnmin, or differs from it by one or 
more molecules of water, is then raised, and the experiments of 
Huizinga and others on the subject criticised at great length. With 
the view of showing that these observers did not use a pure material, 
Meissner’s peptones are examined with the same conclusion. 

W. N. 


Physiological Chemistry. 

Respiration tinder Reduced Pressure. By J. Setschenow 
(lyiuger’e Archiv 22, 251 — 261). — The entry of oxygen and nitrogen 
into the blood under normal circumstances lias been fairly well inves- 
tigated, and Paul Bert has made some researches on the effects of com- 
pressed air; less is known of the effect of rarefaction, the chief 
authorities on the subject being L Meyer, Fernet, and J. Worm- 
Muller. The author points out differences between figures given by 
the latter and some results obtained by Paul Bert, as to the relations 
of the oxygen in the blood to the pressure ; he then refers to the death 
of the aeronauts Sivel and Croc6-Spinelli, at a height at which 
the barometer registered only one-third of an atmosphere, and describes 
a series of experiments with oxygen and nitrogen. The results with £he 
former confirm those of Meyer, Fernet, and Worm-Muller. Nitrogen 
was found to behave to blood as to water under varying pressures, and 
he concludes that a pressure much below half an atmosphere cannot 
be borne without danger to life. W. N. 

Hydrolytic Ferments of the Pancreas and Small Intestines. 
By H. T. Brown and J. Heron ( Chem . News, 42, 63 — 67). — The 
authors confirm the results of Muscxdus and De Mering (Bull. Soc. 
Qhim., 31, 105) on the hydrolytic action of the pancreatic secretion. 
They find that starch is converted into maltose and dextrose, the latter 
being a product of the action of the secretion on the maltose. Its 
action, however, differs from that of malt extract on starch, since in 
the latter case maltose is the final product, 

The pancreatic secretion has no action on cane-sugar, if organic life 
be excluded; but if the digestion be continued sufficiently long to 
develop bacteria, evolution of gas takes place. 

Extracts of the small intestines of a fasting animal have little or no 
hydrolytic action on starch or cane-sugar ; bnt in the case of an animal 
killed during the process of digestion, the extract has a somewhat greater 
action. The intestine itself possesses far more pronounced hydrolytic 
action than its extract ; different portions of the intestine act differ- 
ently on cane-sugar. 


3 r 2 



ABSTRACTS OF CHEMICAL PAPERS. 


904 

The portion of duodenum below the pylorus, containing Brunner’s 
elands, acts after digestion for 16 hours in the cold, and 5 hours at 
45°. The duodenum below Brunner’s glands, acts after digestion for 
16 hours in the cold. The jejunum without Peyer’s patches, and the 
Beam, acts after 3-J hours’ digestion at 40°. Peyer’s patches act after 
li hours’ digestion, at 40°. 

rortion of the small intestines act on starch in a manner similar to 
the pancreatic secretion ; maltose is first formed, and the final product 
is dextrose into which the former is rapidly converted. The small 
intestine acts more rapidly and completely on maltose than on cane- 
sugar, in which case the action ceases when 25 per cent, of the total 
quantity of cane-sugar has been inverted, whilst in the former case 
tiie action is continuous. 

The actions of the pancreas and small intestine on starch are 
mutually dependent on each other, for whereas the pancreatic secre- 
tion rapidly converts starch into maltose, it only very slowly and 
partially converts maltose into dextrose ; this conversion is, however, 
readily effected by the small intestine. 

The variability of the hydrolytic action of the different portions of 
the intestines is dependent on the frequency of either the Lieberkiihn 
or Brunner glands, hut appears to be correlative with the distribution 
of Peyer’s glands. L. T. O’S. 

Nutritive Value of Fluid Meat. By M. Rubner (Zeits. f. 
Biotogie, 15, 484 — 492).— The general properties of the so-called fluid 
meat having been described, the author gives tables of analysis, com- 
paring it with meat and meat extract *, 12*61 per cent, of ISTaCl was 
found : — 



Fluid 

meat. 

Fluid meat 
after 

removal of 
NaCl. 

Meat. 

Meat 

extract. 

Water 

20-79 

. 


21-70 

Dry substance ! 

79*21 

— 

24-10 

78-80 

Iff m 100 pts. dry substance. 

10‘36 

11-86 

14*10 


Alcohol extract 

43-30 

49-54 

6-66 

70-89 

Auh 

18*&4 

6*90 

6-39 

22*36 

Organic matter 

81*36 

93 -10 

94*61 

77-64 

Iff m 100 ptB. organic matter 

12-73 

12-73 

14-91 

13-21 


The inorganic constituents of 100 parts of the dry substance, after 
removal of the Nad as compared with meat, was found to be as 
follows: — 
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SiO, 

Fluid meat. 
NaCl removed. 
0-051 

Meat. 

0-432 

f,o. . , 

0-021 

0-053 

CaO 

0-026 

0-093 

MgO 

0-162 

0178 

PO, 

0-715 

1-852 

S0 3 preformed . . . 

0-112 

— 

S0 3 in the ash . . . 

1*758 

2-250 


The quantity of peptone present is important. This was estimated 
by Schmidt’s method (Du Bois, Archw 1879, 8, 89), and the general 
results are contained in the following table : — 

100 parts fluid meat contain — 

Water 20‘8 

Dry residue 79*2 

Ash 14*8 with 10-0 NaCl 

Organic matter 64*4 

Peptone 23'8 

Extractives 40‘6 

As a result of his investigations, the author concludes that fluid 
meat is very like meat extract plus peptone, and after mentioning the 
peptone preparations of Sanders-Ezn, Adamkiewicz, and Leube and 
.Rosenthal, he points out that the cost of sufficient fluid meat, as a sub- 
stitute for the ordinary proteid of an average man for one day, would 
not be less than 10s., and expresses the opinion that the peptone is 
the really important element ; it can never come into general use as a 
food stuff at the price, and will not supersede Liebig’s extract for other 
purposes. W. K. 

The Proteid required by the Average Workman. By H. C. 
Bo Win (Zeits. Biologie , 15, 459 — 484). — The author criticises at great 
length the objections raised by G. R. Beneke to the standard diet for 
a man doing moderate work, suggested by Voit (118 grams albumi- 
noids, 5f> grams fat, 500 grams carbohydrates per diem). This being 
in his (Beneke’s) opinion too much. W. 

Influence of Lactic Acid in Fodder. By Siedamgrotzky and V. 
Hofmjeister ( Bied . Oen.tr 1880, 373 — 374). — Experiments were under- 
taken to discover the ©fleets of lactic acid on the bones of animals, and 
they are of a certain importance in view of the frequent employment of 
factory residues rich in starch as fodder, such substances being easy of 
decomposition in the intestinal canal and forming lactic and other 
acids there ; the subjects of experiment were goats and sheep, and it 
was shown that the presence of the acid exerts a solvent ©fleet on the 
bones, more especially on those of young and growing animals ; with 
sucking animals the effects cannot be estimated, as they could not be 
prevailed on to eat the food; the lime and phosphates were principally 
attacked, the magnesia untouched, but rhachitis and osteomalaeie 
were not induced by the use of this food. J. F. 

Formation of Sugar in the Liver. By J. Sbegen and F. 
Keats chmbr ( Bftug&r's Archiv 22, 214 — 239). — The authors have 
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already endeavoured to show that the liver-sugar is grape-sugar, 
whilst the sugar which is formed by the action of all diastatic fer- 
ments, diastase, ptyalin, pancreatic ferment, &c., on starch or glycogen 
differs from grape-sugar in its reducing power and specific rotation ; 
probably the sugars so produced are all identical with maltose 
(Dubrunfaut, O’Sullivan, Schultze). There are, however, slight 
differences accor ding to the method of preparation, and the question 
is : Is the sugar obtained from the dead liver a ferment sugar, or true 
grape-sugar ? 

The sugar found in the liver closely resembles that produced by the 
action of acids on glycogen : hence the existence of acid in the liver is 
of importance. A series of experiments are given, which show that 
side by side with the increase of sugar in the liver after death there is 
an increase in the acidity. 

The action of the acids extracted from the liver on glycogen were 
next investigated. The liver was prepared by the Liebig-Scherer 
method. A strong glycogen solution heated with lactic acid was not 
affected, bnt when idle two were placed together in a sealed tube and 
heated at 100° C. for 24 hours, sugar was produced. The method of 
treating the liver, preparing the extract, and surmounting the difficul- 
ties of the sugar and glycogen estimation, are then described at length. 
The possibility that the sugar and glycogen formation was not the 
same in all parts of the liver was next investigated ; Witfcich’s experi- 
ments are referred to (Centralblatt med. Wiss, 1875, No. 8). Analyses 
of a whole liver, divided into 4 parts, are given ; and the authors con- 
clude that the formation is regular and equal in all parts of the organ. 

Dogs were used for the experiments, being poisoned by potassium 
cyanide, and the livers excised whilst the heart was still beating ; they 
were then cut into small pieces, and treated by the method described, at 
intervals varying from two minutes to six days after excision. Five dogs 
were used, and were fed (a) on bread, (£) on flesh, and (7) starved. 

The percentage of sugar found in the liver two or three minutes 
after excision was 0*46 to 0*55 in all cases, z.e., the nature of the diet 
does not appear to affect the quantity found so shortly after death. 

The percentage of sugar rises slowly for some time after death, most 
rapidly during the first hour or two. In the starved animal there was 
no further increase after the first 24 hours. 

The estimation of the total sugar plus the sugar obtained by the 
acids on the glycogen in sealed tubes, gave remarkable results. If the 
sugar arises entirely from the conversion of glycogen, the quantity 
found by this method should be the same for all the pieces ; but this 
is not the case, and therefore the authors argue from this, and the fact 
that in their experiments the rise in the sugar did not correspond to the 
fall in the glycogen, but was greater than could be accounted for in 
this way, that there must be some source of sugar in tbe liver other 
than glycogen. The experiments show further a steady rise in the 
acidity of the liver after death. 

Experiments on rabbits yielded somewhat different results. The 
quantity of glycogen found was so much greater than in the dogs that 
the experiment was repeated four times, nnder the impression that 
soma ndata&B had been made, but always with the same result, the 
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quantity of glycogen amounting to more than twice as much as was 
found in the dogs’ liver. Experiments on cats yielded much the same 
results as those on dogs. 

The authors sum up their results as follows : — 

(1-) Iu all the animals experimented on, the liver, when taken out 
with all possible speed, was always found to contain from 0*5 to 0*6 per 
cent, of sugar. 

(2.) That the liver-sugar is not entirely derived from glycogen, but 
has some other source. 

(3.) That not only the liver-sugar, but any carbohydrate which bv 
heating with acids can be converted into sugar (glycogen or dextrin) 
can be formed afresh in the dead liver. 

(4.) The liver glycogen experiences a considerable diminution about 
48 hours after death. 

(5.) An energetic transformation of glycogen, immediately after 
death, occurs only in rabbits. W. N. 

Some Ingredients of Normal Urine. By 0. Schiapparelli and 
G. Pjeboni ( Gaazetta , 10, 390 — 392). — As it is well known that lithium, 
caesium, and rubidium are almost always associated with the alkaline 
metals, and that in some minerals, and in bones and plants, cerium, 
lanthanum, and didymium are associated with calcium, the authors 
have examined human urine to see if the same association of metals 
occurred in it ; GOO kilos, of urine were evaporated, and the incinerated 
residue carefully analysed. Rubidium and caesium were found, and 
lithium in smaller quantity ; also cerium, lanthanum, and didymium, 
with a trace of manganese. The authors consider that in normal urine 
copper only occurs in infinitesimal quantity. 0. E. G. 

Influence of Borax on the Decomposition of Albumin in the 
Organism. By M. Gruber ( Bied . Centr ., 1880, 509 — 510). — Experi- 
ments on animals showed that the quantity of urine secreted increased 
with the amount of borax given with the food, and the decomposition 
of albumin was consequenfly increased. Borax does not seem to affect 
the digestion or injure the appetite. J. K. O. 

Influence of Fodder on the Secretion of Milk. By W. 
Fleisohmann (Bied. Centr., 1880, 510 — 515). — A herd of cows nearly 
at the end of the milking period, having been for some time previous 
supplied with au insufficient quantity of fodder, were allowed a larger 
amount, the result being that the quantity of milk yielded by them 
was also increased, but not to such an extent as to repay the extra 
cost. In the case, however, of another herd, all of which were at the 
beginning of the lactation period, an increase of the quantity of fodder 
(previously insuffi cient) was attended with a corresponding increase in 
the quantity of milk more than sufficient to repay for the added cost of 
food ; the quality of the milk was also greatly improved. 

J» Sli 0. 

Influence of Arsenic on Animals. By C. Gies (Bied. Centr., 
1880, 372 — 373). — The author experimented with rabbits, cocks, and 
swine, constantly increasing quantities of arsenic acid being mixed 
with their food for nearly four months j all the animals became fatter, 
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the growth of bone in the younger animals was constant, and in 
cases where under normal conditions there would have been a spongy 
growth, these animals had compact bone substance.^ Stall fed animals 
showed the phenomenon very markedly, the arsenic was freely elimi- 
nated through the skin and lungs ; full-grown animals showed a pro- 
nonneed thickening of the corticalis diaphysis, and a fatty condition 
of the mnscles of the heart, the liver, kidneys, and spleen; when the 
doses were further increased, symptoms of chronic poisoning ap- 
peared. 

Chemistry of Vegetable Physiology and Agriculture. 

Influence of Oxygen on Fermentation. By A. Maybe (Ber., 
13, 1163 — 1164). — When the fermenting liquids contain only sugar 
and yeast cells, the author finds that oxygen aids fermentation, inas- 
much as it favours the growth of the yeast plant. When yeast cells 
lose their power on account of the concentration of the sugar solutions, 
it is restored by adding some sodio-potassic tartrate. This observa- 
tion, the author considers, throws some light on the fact that artificial 
fermentation mixtures work more slowly than in the preparation of 
wine, &c. Also that the experiments on the influence of oxygen need 
to he repeated with the addition of organic acids. 

P. P. B. 

Lower Organisms in the Air. By E. C. Hansen (Bied. Oentr, y 
1880, 546 — 547). — Flasks partly filled with boiled beer-wort were 
placed under different fruit trees in summer, and were found to attract 
very different organisms, even when placed near to one another : some 
kinds of spores were found to frequent one place and some another. 

J . K. G. 

Action of Light and Darkness on Tannin Solutions. By 
A. R. Leeds (filtem. Keus , 42, 44). — A standard solution of ammo- 
nium chloride under the influence of fungoid growth does not undergo 
any change on exposure either to light or to darkness when oxygen is 
excluded, whether chloroform is present or not. 

Tannin solutions containing saproligneous growths, to which 
oxygen is freely admitted, undergo a slight change when exposed to 
diffused light, and in darkness change takes place to a great extent, 
with a large development of fungi. Chloroform slightly retards the 
development of the fungus. The circumstances therefore most favour- 
able to preservation of standard solutions are exposure to light, with 
exclusion of oxygen and germs of fungoid growth. L. T. O’S. 

Gelatinous Matter in Beets. By P. v. Tieghem (Bied. Gentr 
1880, 337 — 339). — This paper is a review of Scheibler’s discovery of 
this remarkable substance, which he has named from its properties 
“ frogspawn.” He considered it to be the protoplasm of the beet, out of 
which a new carbohydrate, “ dextran,” has been separated. Borscow, 
ob the other hand, takes a different view, and asserts that this gela- 
matter has wither the physical properties nor chemical com- 
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position of protoplasm, particularly because of its non-nitrogenous 
character. He considers it to be a substance of a pectose nature, 
having its origin in the cells of the beet. Another observer shares 
the error, and Dnrin also asserts that the substance is non-nitrogenous. 
He calls it “ cell matter,” and thinks it is produced by spontaneous 
fermentation of the cane-sugar in the root. 

Previous to those observers, however, two French chemists, Jubert 
and Mendis, had arrived at sounder conclusions on the subject* and 
expressed their conviction that this beet-jelly was a plant of a distinct 
character. The author confirms this view, and names the plant 
Leuconostoc inesenteroides, and describes it as being produced in the 
juice during the manufacture of sugar, with the aid of the dissolved 
oxygen ; he finds that it inverts the sugar and nourishes itself upon 
it, being a powerful medium of inversion. It is on that account a 
dreaded enemy of the sugar industry, and every possible means should 
be taken for its destruction. J. F. 

Fermentation Theory of Nitrification. By J. H. Stoker 
( Bied . Oentr ., 1880, 388 — 389), — The author offers these experiments 
as a confirmation of Schlosing’s theory of nitrification. Eleven flasks, 
well corked, with inlet and outlet tubes, were connected in series, 
some of them containing peat, viz., Ho. 8, peat with ammonium chlo- 
ride, Ho. 9, peat with oxide of iron, Ho. 10, peat with both ammonium 
chloride and oxide of iron, the others different combinations of am- 
monia, clear water, &c. Oxidising agents were drawn through the 
series by an aspirator for eleven days. Those flasks which contained 
peat were the only ones which yielded nitrogen reactions^ The same 
experiments were repeated with peat which had previously been 
treated with warm acids, the results in this case being negative, 
farther confirming Schlosing’s theory that the ferments in the peat 
were destroyed by the acid. J. F. 

Influence of Atmospheric Electricity on the Growth of 
Plants. By C. Haubin (Bied. Oentr., 1880, 336 — 337). — Grandeau 
by his experiments showed that the blooming and fruiting of plants 
was retarded or accelerated by the fact of atmospheric electricity 
being allowed access or not to certain plants. 

The author of this paper does not exactly contradict Grandeau’s 
conclusions as far as the plants which he (Grandeau) experimented 
on, but the results of the later experiments are calculated to throw 
doubts on the general application of any rules as yet discovered. 
Haudin’s observations were made at Antibes, in the sputh of France, 
whilst Grandeau’s were made at Hanoy, in the north-east. The field 
was quite open, no high object in the neighbourhood. The apparatus 
for keeping off electricity was an iron cage, which let in less light 
than Grandeau’ s arrangement. The plants were French beans, lettuce, 
and tomatoes, some of which were planted under the cage and some 
outside, but the other conditions were exactly similar. As already 
indicated, the results of the crop were that the plants which were 
sheltered from atmospheric electricity were in every respect superior 
to those grown in the open. 
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The author thinks that the injurious effect of trees on vegetation is not 
due to their effect in keeping away electricity, hut finds a ready solu- 
tion in their shadow, and the exhaustion and drying up of the soil by 
their extended roots. On the other hand, many plants seek and thrive 
best in the shade of trees. The question of the effect of atmospheric 
electricity is still in a very unsettled state, and probably varies with the 
species of plant, the climate, &c., and while our experience is so 
limited the promulgation, of generalities on the subject should he 
avoided. F. 

Energy of Assimilation in Plants. By C. A. Weber (Bied. 
Centr., 1880, 378). — The green leaves of the higher orders of plants 
by their activity in assimilation produce their combustible consti- 
tuents. These, minus the ash, are generally taken as the measure- 
ment of the energy ; but the experiments made by the author lead 
him to believe that there is a considerable difference between the 
powers of assimilation in different species of plants. Those actually 
experimented on were Trojpceolum majus , Phaseohis muUijlorus, Bidnm 
communis, and Eelianthus animus. J. IP. 

Formation of Chlorophyll in the Dark. By C. Flahault 
(Bied. Oetitr 1880, 556 — 557). — The author suggests that the chloro- 
phyll in the young shoots of certain plants which have grown in the 
dark was already formed in the seed while still connected with the 
plant. J. K. C. 

Chlorophyll in Epidermis of Foliage of Phanerogams. 
By A. Stohr (Bied. Centr., 1880, 376). — Chlorophyll was found in the 
epidermis of the leaves of 94 out of 102 specimens of dicotyledons 
and broad-leafed Gynmosperms, but was not detected in the narrow- 
leafed species, or m monocotyledons. It was found chiefly in the 
cells of the under leaves, the leaf-stalks and the stems ; that which 
existed in the cells of the upper surface of the leaves had been decom- 
posed by the action of intense light. It was formed by the aggrega- 
tion of green protoplasmic matter to the starch corpuscles ; the starch 
was modified afterwards, bnt the chlorophyll showed no assimilation 
energy. J. F. 

Influence of Annual Temperature on Change of Colour 
in Leaves. By H. Hofmann {Bied. Centr., 1880, 378 — 379). — If a 
thermometer be freely exposed to sunlight, and the readings above 
0° C. added together from the 1st of January to the day in autumn 
when the turn of the leaf is general, and the same practice pursued 
for several years, a curve can be constructed which will show consider- 
able variations. If then another curve is constructed below it, com- 
posed of the various days on which the change of colour became 
general, there will be found a correspondence which cannot be acci- 
dental, but which, on the contrary, has been confirmed by so many 
observations, that the author does not hesitate to formulate it as the 
expression of a law. The temperatures of January and February, the 
time of rest for plants, cannot exercise any influence, neither is it 
probable that of April or May does so, when the leaves first appear, 
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and as there is no regular interval of time between the budding of 
the leaves and their turn, the few weeks immediately previous to that 
period are the most important. The more cloudy the autumn, and 
the lower the sum of the temperature of the last month of it, the 
longer the leaves remain green. The author draws attention to 
similar results to be observed with plants grown in shade, although 
their behaviour under such conditions is not so regular* J. P. 

Breathing of Plants and Animals. By J. Jamieson (Bied. 
Oentr ., 1880, 374). — The author, in a memorial submitted to the Royal 
Society of Victoria, traces certain resemblances between the breathing 
of plants and of animals, and says that in the same manner as the in- 
haled oxygen combines with the hsemoglobulin of the blood of animals 
and forms more active combinations of the character of ozone, so does 
it combine with some fluid in plants, which fluid has not yet been 
identified, but that the presence of ozone in the ripe fruit can be de- 
tected by any of the ordinary tests, such as guaiacum or iodide of 
starch, J. F. 

Intramolecular Respiration of Plants. By J. Wortmann 
( Bied . Oentr ., 1880, 554 — 555). — From experiments made with young 
shoots of Vida faba and Bhaseolm multifloms, the author concludes 
that the carbonic anhydride given off by plants is referable to intra- 
molecular action alone, and is independent of atmospheric oxygen, 
that the albumin converts the carbohydrates into alcohol with evolu- 
tion of carbonic anhydride; the alcohol by means of atmospheric 
oxygen is converted into acetic acid, and by consolidation and re- 
arrangement of the molecules of the latter, carbohydrates are again 
formed. J, K. 0. 

Influence of Continuous Sunlight on Plants. By Schubeler 
(Bied. O&ntir., 1880, 521 — 523). — The results of the transporting of 
southern plants to arctic regions, where they enjoy a lengthened 
period of unbroken sunlight, are that the development of the pig- 
ments and aroma of the plants and fruit is greatly increased, whilst 
the sweetness of the latter is much diminished. The ripening process 
is also quickened. J. K. C. 

Functions of Vegetable Ducts. By J. B5hm (Bied. Oentr., 
1880, 526 — 529). — The author, after stating that the original function 
of the ducts in growing plants is for the conveyance of sap, and 
not of air, and that as the tubes become older, air finds an entrance, 
proceeds at some length to give the conditions under which the 
passage of water through the ducts occurs. J. K. C. 

Influence of Salts on the Absorption of Water by Roots. 
By J. Vesque (Bied. Oentr ., 1880, 556). — Under normal conditions 
plants absorb moisture more quickly from distilled water than from 
saline solutions ; but after being for some time in the former, they 
absorb water more rapidly from salt solutions, and vice vend. 

J . K, C. 
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Quantity and Distribution of Water in Trees. By N. Gelez- 
*row (Bied. Gentr 1880, 379).— The author’s experiments were made 
on trees 11 to 35 years old of the species Acer platcmo’ides, Behola alba, 
and PvpuluB iremula; he found that the amount of moisture increases 
from the bottoms to the tops both of stems and branches, the extreme 
points, however, being drier than the part immediately below, and the 
extreme base somewhat damper than the portion immediately above 
it. In the bark, this law is observed even more strictly than in the 
wood, the author having found no variations from the before-men- 
tioned rule. The relative moisture of bark and wood varies very 
much in different trees ; the wood of the fir is damper than the bark; 
with the maple, the reverse is the case. The wood of the fir contains 
more moisture than that of any of the other trees examined, containing 
in winter 64*5 per cent., in spring and autumn 63 per cent., in summer 
60 per cent. ; maple in spring 44*4 per cent., in winter 37*1 per cent. 
The birch similarly shows less moisture in winter than in summer, 
advancing from 46*4 per cent, to 71'8 per cent, in the month of May. 

J. 

Sap of Trees and Specific Gravity of their Wood. By 
Kordliitger (Bied. O&ntr ., 1880, 379—381). — The presumption that 
the dryness or heavy rainfall of the preceding winter has an effect 
on the quantity of sap in trees has been found to be erroneous. The 
author has constructed a graphic curve which shows a regular propor- 
tion, irrespective of rainfall or weather, all the trees observed show- 
ing a decided falling off in quantity at the end of the year, changing 
to an increase as the winter passed away, and continning into the 
summer. 

The minimum quantities of sap contained in different trees does not 
appear to vary in proportion to their specific gravities, the beech with 
one-third greater sp. gr/(dry) than the hazel shows the same minimum 
contents of sap, and the denser mulberry contains more than the hazel. 
The maximum sap-content, however, is different, being higher in the 
soft and porous than in th j hard and denser kinds ; trees with needle 
foliage showed the least variation in both their maxima and minima. 

The differences of dry and green weight of the various woods ex- 
amined is less during the course of the year than the variations of 
sap-contents. The author has constructed graphic curves showing 
these variations. J. TS, 

Relation between the Starch, Phosphoric Acid, and Mineral 
Constituents of the Potato. By H. Pellet (OompL rend., 90, 
1361 — 1363). — The results of -the analyses of H. Joulie, which were 
undertaken with an entirely different object, having been placed at 
the disposal of the author, have been recalculated by him so as to 
exhibit, firstly, the relation existing between the starch and mineral 
constituents of the potato tuber, and secondly, the unvarying composi- 
tion of the whole vegetable when the constituents are referred to 100 
kilos, of starch. 
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From these tables it will be seen — 

1. That there is a constant relation between the total phosphoric 
acid derived from the whole plant and the starch. 

2. That there is also a relation between the starch and the total 
mineral constituents, the silica being deducted. 

3. That there are great differences in the proportions of the prin- 
cipal alkalis, potash and lime, when calculated to 100 kilos, of 
starch, but that there is an equivalent substitution for these alkalis, so 
that the qnantity of sulphuric acid necessary to satnrate all the bases 
is sensibly the same. 

4. That these relations exist in different sorts of potatoes grown on 
different soils and in different years. 

5. That the silica and nitrogen vary between considerable limits, as 
has already been shown in the case of beetroot. 

Another variety of potato, called “ chardon,” gave likewise 1*1 
kilos, of phosphoric acid per 100 kilos, of starch, whilst the 
“rose hative 7 yielded 0*989 kilo, of phosphoric acid; the ash of 
the former, without the silica, was 8*22 kilos., and that of the 
latter 7 kilos. 

The interesting point in connection with these analyses is that the 
relation, 1*1 kilos, of phosphoric acid to 100 kilos, of starch, is 
sensibly identical with the relation between the phosphoric acid and 
sugar in the sugar-beet. J. W. 

Calcium Oxalate in Plants. By B. J. van der Ploeg (Bied. 
Gevtr., 1880, 5*56). — In the leaves of many plants the lime increases in 
the ash with the age of the leaf from 6 to 9 per cent., but is unaccom- 
panied by a proportionate increase of oxalic acid, and appears to have 
no connection with the amount of the latter substance present. 

J. K. 0. 

Presence of Alcohols and Hydroearbonss in Plants. By 
Gutzeit (Bied. Centr 1880, 377). — The author discovered ethyl and 
methyl alcohols in the distillates from the fruits of the Heracleum 
giganteum , Pastinata satirn, and Anthriscus Cerefolium , and also ethyl 
butyrate in the lowest boiling fraction of the heracleum oil. He dis- 
misses as unfounded the supposition that these have been formed during 
the process, but believes they exist in a free state in the plants. The 
author also proves the existence of a hydrocarbon of the general formula 
C*H 2 », and has discovered a new body which he calls Jieraclin . This 
substance does not contain nitrogen, is devoid of smell and taste, and 
is of the empirical formula CeHkOio ; melts at 185°, and crystallises 
out of an alcoholic solution in star-shaped groups of silky needles, 
which are at first white, but become yellow on exposure to light. 

Heraclin is indifferent to litmus, insoluble in water, but easily soluble 
in chloroform, with difficulty in cold ether, carbon bisulphide, and alco- 
hol. Concentrated sulphuric acid yields a deep gold-coloured solution, 
from which it separates on the addition of water. Heraclin, as also the 
hydrocarbon above mentioned, is found in the fruits of H. giganteum , 
H. spondylium, and Paetinaca scUiva. Further experiments are promised, 
to show whether it varies in quantity with the ripeness of the fruit 
and also with the quantities of alcohol present. J. F. 
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Composition of the Ashes of the Trunk, Leaves, and Fruit 
of the Orange and. the Mandarin Orange. By L. Ricciabdi 
{Gfazzetta, 10, 265 — -279). 


Analyses of the Ash of Certain Spice Seeds. By C. Edzardi 
(Bied. Centr 1880, 382 — 383). 



Coriander, 
per cent. 

i 

Fennel, 
i per cent. 

urn, 

i per cent. 

Carraway, 
per cent. 

Amount of ash in air-dried \ 
substance j 

4-76 

7-69 

6*31 

5*33 

Potash 

35*16 

31 *96 

31 *61 

26*31 

Soda 

1*28 

2*38 

2-11 

6*54 

Lime 

22*10 

19 54 

26-51 

18-04 

Magnesia 

Oxide of iron 

12*21 

14*03 

7-45 

8*27 

1*18 

2*12 

1-96 

3*57 

Phosphoric anhydride 

18*55 

16*47 

17-32 

24*29 

Sulphuric „ i 

6*54 

9*98 

6-72 

5 39 

Silicic „ 

1*03 

0*87 

2-50 

4*98 

Chlorine 

2*51 

3*41 

4-88 

3*10 


The composition and quantities of ash resemble those of the seeds 
of the esparset, fodder beet, Bugar beet, <fcc. J. F. 


Sweet Potato. By H. Endemakn and Gr. A. Pbochazka ( Ohem . 
News, 42, 8). — The sweet potato rot is produced by the parasite 
Mucor mncedo . The mycelium of the parasite travels to a certain 
distance into the interior of the plant where it disappears, and the 
potato is rapidly destroyed by Bacteria. Aspergillus ruger produces a 
similar result, but is not so rapid in its action. Aspergillus glaums 
and PmieUUwnt glaucum do not produce sweet potato rot. From the 
authors* researches, it appears that cane-sugar is produced, although 
Ledour states that the sugar formed is glucose. L. T. O’S. 

Influence of the Manure on Potato Disease, and the Starch in 
the Potato. By M. MIrcker {Bied. Oentr 1880, 501 — 50*4). — Experi- 
ments carried on with the view of ascertaining the influence of dif- 
ferent kinds of manure on potato disease, showed that in the cases 
under investigation Chili saltpetre especially favoured the spread of 
the disease. This, however, might perhaps be better accounted for 
by the different depths and different soils in which the potatoes were 
placed, as experiments of a few years back showed that with the same 
manure the percentage of diseased potatoes varied from 4 to 17. 
As regards the quantity of starch in potatoes, this was found to he 
very little affected by any of the manures employed, and varied more 
with the sort of potato under investigation. J. K, C. 

Influence of Ethyl Iodide on Germination. By C. Rabuteatt 
{Bied. Oentr., 1880, 375). — The influence of this compound is to pre- 
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Tent germination. A quantity of tbe seeds of tlie watercress sown on 
a sponge in damp sand in a vessel supplied with, clean pure water ger- 
minated in two days, but ceased growing when ethyl iodide in water 
was put into the “bottom of the vessel. The behaviour of the sub- 
stance with plants is similar to ether, chloroform, and ethyl bromide ; 
it acts on the animal organism in the same m an n er as chloroform. 

J* F. 

Analyses of Norwegian Hay. By W. Dirks (Bied. Oenfr 1880, 
331 — 332). — A report of the examination of certain samples of forest 
hay from different districts in Norway. One of the samples was from 
a person who had fed cattle npon it with the simple addition of straw, 
and found his herd subject to weakness of tbe bones. The composi- 
tion of the different samples showed, in comparison with ordinary 
meadow hay, an abnormal proportion of silica, with only about one- 
third of tbe average quantity of lime and phosphoric acid generally 
found in good fodder. Should cows be fed solely upon this hay, there 
would be barely enough phosphoric acid for their daily needs. If they 
should be heavy milkers or with calf, the quantity would be insuffi- 
cient, and tbe result would be a weakening of the bones and liability 
to fracture. The addition of bone meal or fish guano to the hay is 
recommended, or the employment of some other highly concentrated 
fodder. J- F. 

Digestibility of Oat-straw, Hay, and Pea Holms. By E. 
Wolff and others ( Bied . Gentry 1880, 328 — 330). — The consumption 
of different kinds of straw by sheep has been little investigated, and 
the question presents difficulties, owing to the different quantities 
given to the animals. The oat- straw used in the experiment was fully 
ripe, rather strong and coarse ; the pea holms contained some leaves 
and half-formed pods, and was consequently proportionately more 
tasty and nourishing; the meadow hay was of an ordinary and average 
character. The animals were two wethers of the bastard Wurtemberg 
breed, 10 months old. The consumption and the digestibility of the 
pea holms was far better than that of the oat-straw, and as a food 
fully equal in every respect to good average meadow hay, young 
growing sheep could supply the requirements of their growth on the 
former, but the meadow hay alone was not sufficient nourishment as a 
constant food. It is, however, probable that older animals might have 
consumed positively and relatively larger quantities with advantage ; 
the oat-straw also was of a coarse nature. J. F. 

Disease in Sheep caused by Lupines. By F. Krocker (j Bied. 
Centr ,1880, 517 — 520). — A large flock of sheep were fed with lupines, 
of which the seed contained 1 per cent, of alkaloids. In less than 
three weeks more than half of them died. The lupine hay was covered 
with a kind of fungus, but whether this had anything to do with its 
poisonous effects was not ascertained. J. K. 0. 

Disease in Sheep caused by Lupine. By J. Kvms (Bied. 
Centr., 1880, 550 — 552). — As the injurious action of lupine seeds can 
be prevented by steaming, the author suggests that experiments be 
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instituted to find whether this result may be obtained by the over- 
heating of lupine hay during its preparation. J. K. C. 

Composition of Two Varieties of Turnips. By G. Jaxecek 
(Bied. Centr., 1880, 532 — 530). — Two kinds of turnips, “golden 
tankard” and “ mammoth red long,” were analysed ; the former pro- 
duced diarrhoea when given as fodder, and the cause of this was ex- 
plained by the chemical constitution of the ash, which was found to 
contain more soluble nitrates and sulphates than the former. 

J. K. 0. 

Value of Acorns as Fodder. By H. Czubata (Bied. Centr 
1880, 327— -328). — The author’s experiments with Qnercus pedunculate 
and Q. cerris shows that the kernel of the acorn is a valuable food 
when supplemented by starchy material ; nearly half the husks consists 
of cellulose. He states also that the kernels of various species of oak 
differ considerably in the proportion of their constituents. 

The chemical analyses of the two above-named varieties will give a 
fair idea of the general composition of the kernels : — 


Soluble Constituents — per cent . 



Sugar. 

Dextrin. 

Protein. 

Ash. 

Other or- 
ganic matter. 

Quer . j led. . . . 

. 3-31 

o-o 

1*21 

2-70 

11-82 

Quer. cerris . . . 

. 6-71 

4-72 

0*62 

1-99 

7-97 


Insoluble Constituents— per cent. 

Cellulose. OiL Ash. Protein. 

Starch. 

Other organic 
matter. 

Quer . ped. . . 

1-95 

6-03 

0-10 4-82 

6448 

5*01 

Qnenr. cerris . . 

2-51 

11-52 

0-20 8-52 

58-54 

1-60 


J. F. 


CuMvation of Sugar-beets. By A. Ladureau (Bied. Centr., 
1880, *321 — 326). — This paper is a report of experiments made at the 
Agricultural Experimental Station of the Department du Nord in the 
year 1878, on the culture of the sugar-beet. The experiments were 
divided into four sections : firstly, as to the effect of increased quan- 
tities of suitable manures ; secondly, a comparison of the effects of 
twenty different manures; thirdly, the sowing of sprouted or un- 
sprouted seeds; fourthly, ou the advantages of ridge culture. The 
first experiment was made with a mixture of manures which the 
author had previously found to be efficacious ; it contained nitrogen in 
three forms, viz., in combination with organic substances, 2*60 per 
cent. ; in the form of ammonia, 3*00 per cent. ; as nitric acid, 2*25 per 
cent.; available phosphoric acid, 7 per cent.; potash, 5 per cent.; 
100 kilos, of this manure cost 30 francs, and the quantities employed 
were 350, 700, 1,050, 1,400, 1,750 kilos, per hectare; one plot re- 
mained unmanured. The seeds were of two sorts ; one the so-called 
Betterave de Pologne, and the other the acclimatised White Silesian. 
The field was a clayey soil ; the seed sown on 30th April ; the mannre 
spread out some time previously. In one portion it was ploughed in, 
while in the other it was laid in the furrow, 
voiu xxxvm. 3 s 
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The resnltb were tabulated, and the following conclusions drawn by 
the author: — The weight of the crop increases proportionally to the 
manure employed. The ploughing in of the manure invariably pro- 
duced better crops than when left in the furrows. 

At an examination made 1st September of roots taken from plots 
treated with the larger quantities of manure, the juice was thinner 
and poorer in sugar ; but after that, the differences equalised them- 
selves. The actual quantity of sugar yielded increased with the in- 
crease of manure. With similar quantities of manure, the red-topped 
beet produced heavier roots and more sugar, but the juice of the white 
Silesian was richer in sugar. With both lauds of seed the results of 
the experiments were very satisfactory, there being an increase in the 
crop more than sufficient to compensate for the expense incurred. 

The manner of distributing the manure has also a considerable effect 
on the /o?m of the roots. The plants grown on the plot which had 
been ploughed in were regularly formed ; only 35 per cent, with side 
roots or any irregularities, whilst 60 per cent, of the roots from the 
other plots were irregular, forked, and side-rooted. 

The experiments on the effect of different manures were made on 
soil of a medium quality; a cold, damp, clay field, poor in lime. 
Sowings made 1st June; digging out on 5th October; on 1st Sep- 
tember an examination of the roots was fairly made. In respeot of 
weight, the later drawn roots had the advantage over the earlier ; the 
easily decomposed salts were assimilated in the earlier portion of the 
time. During the last month of the period, very little change took 
place in the quantity of juice or its sugar contents. 

There were 25 sorts of manure tried, and the author, as in the 
former case, summarises the results of his tables thus : — The addition 
of precipitated phosphate to stable manure gave no remarkable results. 
Superphosphate was better, but not more than lime alone, which goes 
to prove that the soil was deficient in lime rather than in phosphoric 
acid. Wool waste and rags gave their best results when mixed with 
caustic solutions and rendered soluble ; the addition of lime increased 
the amount of the crop considerably ; phosphoric acid and potassium 
superphosphate had a similar effect. The best results were, however, 
obtained when chemical manures were ploughed in together with 
lime; lime in combination with roasted leather also produced good 
results. Slaked lime in powder is more efficacious than unslaked in 
lumps. Sodium nitrate, particularly mixed with lime, gave higher 
results than ammonium sulphate. 

These experiments are considered as proving conclusively the ad- 
vantage of employing manure containing nitrogen in the three forms 
already referred to, with the addition of ailable phosphoric acid and 
potash. 

The employment of seeds sprouted, according to Der6mo , s method, 
was the subject of the next experiment. The seeds, after being 
steeped, are allowed to heat spontaneously until the germination is 
started. So prepared, they appear above ground in four or five days 
at latest, and grow very regularly ; the start which they get saves 
them from the insects to which they are liable to become a prey when 
ten ler. A bottom layer of chemical manure under the seeds about 
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to l-£ cm. deep helps their progress. Ladureau’s experiments with 
nine different sorts of manure bears out Derdme’s conclusions as to 
the decided advantage of sowing the sprouted seeds. J. F. 

Potato Culture. By P. Wagner and W. Bohn (Bied. Gentr 
1880, 339 — 341). — The design of the authors was, by an extensive 
series of experiments with different varieties of the root, to discover 
the particular kind most suitable to the soil and climate of their 
province ; for this purpose they selected 75 different kinds of potato, 
and, having carefully cultivated them, give the results in gross weight 
and percentage of starch, of which the following are those obtained 
with a few of the most prolific sorts. The third column shows the 
relative yield as compared with the average of the whole 75 taken as 
100. The morgen equals 0*25 hectare, the centner 50 kilos : — 


Sorts. 

Centner per 
morgen. 

Starch per 
cent. 

Comparative 

yield. 

Red Aldefcerte 

136-8 

18-4 

153 

White Bavarian 

123 6 

16-1 

138 

Patterson’s Elegancy 

140*0 

17 2 

156 

Richter’s Imperator 

. 241-1 

19 -8 

269 

Patterson’s Blue Irish 

125-1 

17*1 


Irlachin 

161 -0 

15 *2 


Richter’s Snowroae 

159-5 

16*4 


Early Vermont. ! 

132 -4 

16-3 


Violet Victoria • 

165*6 

19 -2 



The astonishing results of Richter’s imperator strike the eye at 
once, and every one who has cultivated it agrees that it is of a very 
hardy nature ; it is also a handsome, smooth potato, and the stalk 
stroljg and straight. The authors recommend this variety most 
strongly to the attention of farmers ; the other sorts mentioned are 
also commended. J. F. 


Damage to Pea and Bean Seeds by Weevil. By E. Wollny 
and others (Bied. Centr., 1880, 341 — 343). — The anthors refer to pre- 
vious experiments by G. Marck, already noticed (this vol., p. 734), 
in which he says that the larvae of this beetle generally destroy both 
plumula and radicula ; and they say that such destruction is quite 
exceptional, but that "beans suffer less than peas. The result of twenty 
experiments prove the damaged seeds to be slower in their germina- 
tion, and the young plants weaker than those from untouched seeds. 
The yield from the sound seeds was also greater than from the un- 
sound. 

It is recommended to suspend the cultivation of these crops for 
several years when the weevils appear to have made their home in any 
part of the farm. The means recommended for destruction of the 
pest is the use of carbon bisulphide vapour in close vessels, where they 
perish in less than ten minutes. 


3 $ 2 
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Further examinations of the seeds showed that 100 contained 190— 
200 larvae, some of them having as many as six in the one seed. 

J. F. 

Cultivation of Beet Seeds. By K. Muller (Bied. Omitr 1880, 
381). — This is a report of comparative trials of the qualities of 
certain beet} seeds raised by Simon Legrand, a famous French seed 
grower. The experiments were made against certain favourite local 
sorts ; they resulted entirely in favour of M. Legrand's seeds, but the 
details are not of general interest. J. F. 

Analysis of Beet Seed. By H. Pellei and M. Liebschutz 
(Compt. rend., 90 , 1363—1365). — Four sorts of seeds were taken for 
examination: — (1.) Red-crowned white sugar-beet. (2.) Improved 
white e^ vilmo^m. , ' (3.) Green-crowned beet. (4.) Red variety. 
100 seeds weighed 2 083 grams. The seeds were rubbed between two 
wire sieves so as to separate the exterior portion called dentelle or 
envelope, from the interior portion or nucleus, in order that both 
might be analysed separately. 100 grams of seed yielded 14*87 grams 
of envelope and 85*13 grams of nucleus ( vide Table, p. 921). 

The quantity of mineral matter contained in the envelope is nearly 
three times as great as that in the nucleus, whilst the latter is richer 
in fatty substances and starch. 

The authors propose to keep feome seeds for three or four years in 
order to ascertain whether the oxidation of the fatty matter is the 
cause of its non-germination, it having been stated by Ladureau, more 
especially in connection with oleaginous seeds, that this is the cause of 
the non-germination of old seeds. J. W. 

Investigation of the Composition of Soil from a Graveyard. 
By E. Reichardt [Arch. Pharm. [3], 15 , 421—426). — The graveyard 
from which the samples were taken had been unused for thirty years, 
and they were taken in two series from depths of (1) 2 metres ; 
(2) 1£ metre ; (3) 1 metre ; (4) 0*5 metre below the surface ; (5) the 
surface. In none of them could ammonia be detected, and they lost 
when ignited quantities varying from 5*1 — 8'7 per cent, of their 
weight; part of this loss must be due to carbonic anhydride, as the 
soil consisted principally of dolomitic chalk. Ignited with soda-lime, 
the samples from the surface yielded larger quantities (0*28) of nitro- 
gen than the samples from 2 metres (0 14). Also when ignited in 
closed tubes it vs as found that all samples yielded water, ammonia, and 
animal oil, but that this was yielded in larger quantities by the surface 
than by the lower soil. E. W. P. 

Influence of the Soil on the Tannin of Oak-bark. By M. 
Fleischer (Bied. Centr ., 1880, 489 — 491).— In order to compare the 
quantity of tannin m the bark of oak trees grown on sandy soil an d 
moorland, samples of the hark of ten twelve-year old trees grown on 
each of the two kinds of soil were taken and analysed ; bark of oak 
from sandy soil was found bo contain 4*3 per cent., and that from 
moorland 5*7 per cent, of tannin. J. K. C. 
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Adi of Beet. By H. Pellet (Bied. Centr 1880, 529 — 582). — For 
every 100 kilos, of sugar in beet about 13 or 14 kilos, of ash, con- 
sisting chiefly of alkaline and earthy phosphates, are taken np from 
the soil J- K. 0. 

Experiments on the Growth of Hyacinths. By A. E. v. 
Rogen {Bied. Centr., 1880, 381). 

Sowing Broadcast or in Drills. By Paetow {Bied. Centr., 1880, 
374 — 375). — Two plots of ground were well tilled 12 inches deep, and 
one of them sown broadcast with rape ; the other plot was sown in 
drills, the former very thinly; frost came on in May which did this 
plot some slight damage, the stalks in the drills were stronger, and, 
consequently, did not suffer so much ; the yield per 100 square ruthen 
was — 

The portion sown in drills 251 kilos. 

Broadcast 207 „ 

Surplus in favour of drill culture. . 42 „ 

J. F. 

Manuring Experiments. By P. Wagner and G. Drechsler 
{Bied. Centr., 1880, 491 — 499). — Manuring experiments carried out by 
different individuals have yielded such varying and often conflicting 
results, that it has been proposed to allow a working error of + 5 per 
cent, in each experiment ; if this, however, were fully carried out, the 
variety and conflicting nature of the results would he very largely 
increased, instead of diminished. The only method of obtaining 
genuine comparative results is to take great care that the conditions 
of each experiment should vary as little as possible. Wagner makes 
use of small plots of land, from 1 to 2 meters square, separated hy 
walls of cement, containing soil which has been made as uniform as 
possible in quality by careful mixing, and six plots, at some distance 
from each other, are selected for each kind of manure to be operated 
on. By this means the experimental error may be reduced to 1 per 
cent. Drechsler recommends that, as soils are nowhere uniform, 
experiments with the various crops to be raised should first be carried 
on without any manure, in order to ascertain the capabilities of the 
soil of the various plots used, and to make allowance for these in inter- 
preting the results of manuring experiments. J. K, C. 

Manuring Experiments with Wheat. By P. Genay {Bied. 
Centr., 18b0, 372). — The following experiments on the effect of dif- 
ferent manures on wheat are of interest ; but the author expressly 
says that the results are only of decisive value for his own land. The 
ground had not been manured for the previous thr ee years. 
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Amount 

Crop. 

Gain over umnanured. 

Name of manure. 

applied per 
hectare. 

Grain. 

Straw. 

Grain. 

Straw, 

Chili saltpetre 

200 kilos.. . . 

kilos. 

2150 

II 

M iQ 

kilos. 

550 

kilos. 

1160 

Poudrette . . 

25 hliters. . . 


4960 

400 

1040 

Malt combings 

1000 kilos... 

1950 

4800 

350 

740 

Poppy cate 

600 kilos. . . 


4720 

300 

880 

Chili saltpetre 

100 kilos. . . 

1900 

4560 

i 300 

640 

Poudrette 

15 hliters. . . 


4720 

I 250 

840 

Bo 

33 ,, . . 

1800 

4960 

200 

1040 

TJnmanured 


1600 

3830 




J. J. 


Manuring Experiments on Moorland. By Waldner aiul 
Staubesand ( Bied . Centr., 1880, 499 — 500). — Bone-meal and potash, 
salts were employed as the manures. Two plots of moorland, one 
uncultivated and the other reclaimed, were separated each into two 
parts, over one of which sand was strewn to the depth of 2 cm., and 
planted with potatoes. The yield was not satisfactory in any case, but 
the plots which had been covered with sand produced much more 
than the uncovered soil, especially where potash salts were employed 
as manure. J. K. 0. 

Manuring Experiments with Beet-sugar. By M. Marcker 
(Bied. Oentr., 1880, 505 — 509). — In some cases Chili saltpetre gave 
better results when applied in autumn, and in others when used in 
spring; in combination with superphosphate, the best yield was obtained 
when the crops were manured in spring, whereas sulphate of ammonia 
applied in autumn always produced a better effect than in spring, 
although in neither case was the yield equal to that obtained by the 
use of Chili saltpetre in the early part of the year. The quality of 
the produce was very little influenced by the use of any manure except 
phosphate, the latter raising the percentage of sugar in the sap from 
11*8 to 12'5, the results being most favourable when the phosphate 
was applied in spring, J. K. C. 


Analytical Chemistry. 


Method for Determining the Temporary Hardness of Water. 
By V. Wartha (Ber., 13, 1195—1198). — 10 c.c. of the water are 
introduced into a cylinder graduated in cubic centimeters ; to this is 
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added a piece of filter paper, which has been saturated with the extract 
of Campeachy wood and dried. To the water thus coloured, centinormal 
hydrochloric acid is added, until it becomes orange, and is then well 
shaken ; the greater portion of carbonic acid is evolved, and the solu- 
tion becomes red ; acid is added, and the shaking repeated until the 
liquid assumes a bright orange yellow. The amount of hydrochloric 
acid added may be read off on the cylinder, and may either be calcu- 
lated as calcium carbonate, or in degrees of alkalinity, which the 
author proposes should be done, since the alkalinity of a water depends 
not only on carbonates of calcium and magnesium, but also on alkaline 
carbonates and silicates. Every cubic centimeter of centinormal 
hydrochloric acid is taken as a degree of alkalinity. In some good 
waters, the author finds this to vary from 3 — 6°, whereas in bad waters 
it rises to 15°. This method is specially adapted for travellers, as it 
requires the use of very little apparatus. 

When water is heated under pressure, its alkalinity decreases with 
increase of pressure. P. P. B. 

Estimation of Retrograde Phosphoric Acid as Ammonium 
Citrate. By A. Konig (Bied. Oentr ., 1880, 552 — 553). — By nsing quan- 
tities of the same material, varying from 0*5 to 2 grams, the percentage 
of phosphate dissolved in ammonium citrate was found to vary as much 
as 7 or 8 per cent., according to the proportions taken ; results, there- 
fore, obtained by this method oan only be even comparative when the 
same quantity of material is used. J. K. C. 

Standard Soda Solution. By H. Endemann and Q*. A. Prochazka 
(Ckem. News , 42, 8). — The authors confirm the statement of Gerres- 
heim (Annalen, 1879) regarding the basic properties of Millon’s base, 
obtained by the action of ammonia on mercuric oxide. Soda solution 
containing chlorine, sulphuric, silicic, and carbonic acid, may be freed 
from these impurities by shaking with the base. A chemically pure 
standard soda solution may also be prepared by this means. 

L. T. O’S. 


Detection of Copper. By H. Endemastn and G-. A. Psoohazka 
( Uhem . Neves, 42, 8). — On evaporating a solution of cupric bromide, 
its colour changes from blue to reddish-brown, and finally to black, 
the anhydrous bromide being formed. By adding concentrated hydro- 
bromic acid to a dilute copper solution, a dark brownish-red or a violet 
colour is at once produced. 0*001 mgrm. of copper may readily be 
detected by this means. L. T. O’S. 

A Lecture Experiment. ( Chem . News, 42, 27).— By means of 
Holman’s lantern for the oxyhydrogen blowpipe, which may be used 
either as a vertical lantern, a projecting microscope, or a megascope, 
the cupellation of gold or silver may be effectively illustrated. 

The cupel is held by means of a thick copper wire in the focus of 
the^ light from the condensing lenses of the lantern ; its image is 
projected on the screen, and it is brought to incandescence by means 
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of the oxyhydrogen blowpipe. The weighed quantity of alloy, enclosed 
in sheet lead, is dropped into the cupel, whereby it is melted, and the 
lead as it is oxidised is absorbed by the cupel, forming a dark ring in 
the bottom. As the precious metal becomes exposed to view, a sheet 
of light passes over the surface, and finally, when all the lead is 
absorbed, the purified metal becomes visible as a brilliant globule. 

L. T. O’S. 

Detection of Cotton-seed Oil in Olive Oil By B. Nickells 
(Ckem. News, 42 , 27). — Olive or Gallipoli oil gives an absorption- 
spectrum showing a cutting out of the blue and violet rays, a fine line 
in the green, and a distinct deep band in the red. Cotton seed oil gives 
the same result in the bine, bnt the green and red are continuous. By 
comparing the spectrum of the suspected oil with that of a standard 
thickness of olive oil, any difference in the intensities of the band in 
the green and red portions of the spectrum will indicate adulteration 
of the oil. L. T. 0’S. 

Stall Sampling in Milk Analysis. By P. Du Boi and Kirchner 
( Bied . Centr. y 1880, 352 — 354). — The authors propose that when a 
Bnspected sample shows on the lactodensimeter an abnormally low 
degree, that a proper officer should milk the cows in the stall within 
one day at latest from the time of confiscating the original sample, the 
analysis of the second being made in exactly the same manner as the 
first sample. 

This recommendation is based on the consideration that milk expe- 
riences very little alteration during 24 hours, either as regards specific 
gravity or composition, in support of which the authors give some com- 
prehensive tables. From these tables, it may be seen that old milking 
cows yield a higher percentage of total solids and of fat than fresh 
milkers. The older milkers gave with two exceptions 13, 14, and even 
16 per cent, total solids, and 4 to 5 per cent, butter ; the young milkers 
giving Beldom over 13 per cent, solids, and the butter ranged between 
2*348 and 4*573 per cent. The milk of a herd when mixed together 
varies but little from day to day ; but when a single cow is in question, 
there may be palpable differences between the morning and evening milk- 
ings, and the authors caution analysts against too speedy a condemna- 
tion on insufficient data. Tollens, commenting on this paper, recom- 
mends that analysts should cease to certify that milk is adulterated 
with such and such a percentage of water, bnt to fix a standard suffi- 
ciently high to condemn all milk below that, and have it sold at a low 
price, whilst milk which reached or passed the standard should be 
designated good, particularly good, nursery milk, 4c., &c. : that in 
fact the quality should rule the price in the same way as choice joints 
of meat are charged a higher price than those which are coarser. 

J. F. 

Milk Analysis. By Behbend and others (Bied. Certir ., 1880, 351 
— 352). — The three data in milk analysis which are generally deter- 
mined experimentally — fat, total solids, and sp. gr., are interdependent, 
and the authors formulate a method of deducing one of them when 
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the other two are known. The fat being determined by the lacto- 
butyrometer, and the sp. gr. in the nsnal manner, the authors, by 
means of voluminous tables which they have compiled, determine the 
“solids not fat,” and adding thereto the fat obtain the “ total solids.” 
They have submitted their tables to proof by analysing a number of 
samples and comparing the results with those shown in the tables, the 
difference being very small, not 0*38 per cent. Clausnitzer and Mayer 
determine the sp. gr. and obtain the total solids by evaporating 0*5 c.c. 
in a platinum capsule at 110° in a drying chamber with glass doors 
and cover, and obtain the fat by the following formula : — 


X = t x 0*789 


S — 1 
0*00475* 


X being the fat sought, t the total solids found, S = sp. gr. of the 
milk : for example — 


12*70 x 0*789 - 


1*0325 - 1 
0 004/5 


= 3*18 per cent, fat sought. 


One of the authors made an attempt to estimate the water in milk 
by means of common salt, the principle being the same as that employed 
in beer analysis, where the poorer the beer in alcohol, the more salt it 
will take np. This succeeded with the milk to a certain extent, but 
eventually it became so thick that the sp. gr. could not be taken, and 
the attempt was abandoned as unsuccessful. J. h\ 


Condensed Milk. By E.Wein (Bied. Centr 1880,362).— Experi- 
ments have shown the author that the fat in condensed milk cannot be 
estimated in the usual manner by evaporation with sand and treat- 
ment in an ether apparatus, as the large quantity of sugar present 
causes the formation of hard lumps which the ether cannot penetrate. 

The method he pursues is to place 5 grams of the milk in a dish 
and treat it with continually renewed quantities of ether until it is all 
washed through a filter into a flask ; sea-sand is added, and the lumps 
which form constantly broken np, and the operation repeated until all 
the fat is completely exhausted ; the ether evaporated, the fat redis- 
solved, the ether again evaporated, and the fat weighed. For the nitro- 
gen determination, the author adds gypsum, dries on the water-bath, and 
proceeds according to the soda-lime process : if the milk be dried in 
Hoffmei«?ter’s dishes, care mnst be taken not to employ too great heat 
as a small loss of nitrogen occurs, 0*2 per cent. Some samples of con- 
densed milk made in a certain factory, examined according to this 
method, gave results very close to those obtained with normal milk. 

J. F. 

On Blood Stains. By D. Vitalt ( Qaazetta , , 10, 213—225, and 
261— 264).— The author points out that the blue colour produced 
when a mixture of turpentine and alcoholic solution of guaiacum is 
agitated with blood, is an effect of oxidation, and may readily be pro- 
duced by many other substances, especially if copper or iron salts are 
present. It is necessary therefore to use this test with great caution : 
the suspected fluids should first be agitated with a small quantity of 
tincture of guaiacum and allowed to stand some hours, when it will 
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remain colourless if no substance is present capable by itself of colonr- 
ing the guaiacum. If, however, blood is present, a bine colonr will be 
produced on adding turpentine to the mixture and agitating. If the 
stains have dried, they should be dissolved off with a little dilute 
solution of potash free from nitrites, and the liquid neutralised with 
acetic acid previous to adding the tincture of guaiacum. The author 
has observed that the guaiacum, when precipitated from its alcoholic 
solution by water in presence of haemoglobin, carries down the whole 
of the latter, so that the test becomes one of extreme delicacy, the 
reaction being quite distinct with a solution containing one part of 
dried blood in one hundred millions, especially if it is gently heated. 
The precipitated resin, however, is in so fine a state of division that 
it is very difficult to collect it, and it is better to agitate with ether or 
amylic alcohol. With the former, the blue colour is produced at once 
in the cold without the addition of turpentine ; with the latter, heat 
must be applied. It was fouud that the colour reaction was obtained 
even with dilute blood which had been allowed to stand two months 
in an open vessel and had become putrid. C. E. GL 

Colouring-matter of Grapes and Bilberries and the Artificial 
Colouring of Red Wines. By A. Andb£e (Arch. Pharm. [8], 16, 
90 — 112). — The results of the author’s researches on wine prepared 
by himself from Bordeaux grapes are (1) the colonring-matter does 
not vary with the different grapes, and this colouring-matter is re- 
moved from the skins during fermentation by the tannin acid, the 
colour being blue or red according to the amount of acid present. 
(2) The blue colouring-matter is unaltered in its composition by fer- 
mentation ; but a wine by keeping becomes paler in colour because of 
the precipitation of the colouring- matter caused by the decomposition 
of the tannin which holds this substance in solution. (3) The tint 
is no criterion whereby to judge of the presence of fermented bilberry 
juice, the test being solely dependent on the amount of acid present, 
for as wine becomes brown by age, so does bilberry juice. It has been 
stated that an unadulterated wine will not produce a coloured foam, 
but this is incorrect, as all young wines when shaken do produce a 
coloured foam, a foam dependent for its quantity on the amount of 
tannin present, but for its permanency on the alcohol, and dis- 
appearing more quickly the more highly alcoholic the wine. 
Reactions with wine should be carried out in a shallow white 
porcelain basin, 5 — 10 grams only of the wine being employed, 
and the resulting colours observed by reflected light; and then if 
the reactions are different from what was expected, the difference 
is due, not to the colouring-matter, but to the substances which 
are present in the wine in varying proportions. In a series of experi- 
ments it is shown that ammonia changes the colouring-matter of 
wine or bilberries, which is naturally of a rose or lilac tint, to a bine, 
which with excess of ammonia becomes colourless ; an intermediate 
tint of green may also be observed ; this green colouration may some- 
times amount to a precipitate, which seems to be a compound of 
ammo nia and the colouring substance. In the case of an old wine, the 
green precipitation occurs immediately on addition of the ammonia, 
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but rapidly changes to a brown ; this reaction is exactly tbe same as 
that which, occurs when the bilberry colonring-matter is substituted 
for the wine. Ammonium, sodium, and potassium hydrates and car- 
bonates react in a similar way, no difference between the two colouring 
materials being observable. 

Upon one test, great reliance has heretofore been placed, because of the 
great delicacy which it possesses for the detection of minute traces of 
bilberry colouring-matter. When burnt magnesia is worked up into 
paste with water, placed in a shallow basin, and then wine poured on 
the surface of the magnesia, the magnesia is tinted blue-grey or blue- 
green (according as the wine is coloured blue or green by ammonia), 
which tint rapidly changes to a grey-brown or brown ; whereas with 
bilberry tbe colour is blue, and with mallow green. The author has 
found that all commercial wines are identical as regards the above 
reaction, but finds that with wine which he has himself prepared, the 
colours produced are identical with that of the bilberry; hence he 
concludes that this test must no longer be considered to be of value. 
Several other tests are tried, and the conclusion drawn is, that, cceteris 
paribus^ there is no distinction between the colouring-matters in either 
the grape or the bilberry, but that often a distinction has been appa- 
rently discovered which, on careful examination, may be shown to be 
due to other substances present in the bilberry extract, as for example, 
the precipitate formed by lead acetate in a wine is finely divided, 
whereas when bilberry juice is employed the precipitate is coarse; 
bn|i if the alcoholic extract of the berries is used, the two precipi- 
tates are identical in appearance ; the difference is shown to be due to 
the pectin in the aqueous extract. The final result then of the in- 
vestigation is, that the two colouring-matters are identical. They 
have been prepared by treating the lead precipitate with sulphuretted 
hydrogen, and then digesting the mass with alcohol and acetic acid ; 
as long as acid is present, the solution is red, but when all acid has 
been evaporated, the solid is of an indigo-blue. It is completely 
insoluble in alcohol and ether, but only when all acid is absent. 

E. W. P. 

Detenmnation of Wine-extract. By E. A. Gbete ( Ber ., 13, 
1171 — 1175). — For this purpose the author proposes to evaporate 
10 c.c. of the wine with 10 — 20 c.c. of titrated baryta-solution ; the 
residue obtained is heated at 110° until its weight is constant. The 
residue consists of the barium salts of the acids present and of a 
molecular compound of barium oxide and extract constituents and of 
barium carbonate. To ascertain the amount of baryta used to form 
salts, 10 c c. of the wine are titrated with baryta-solution : for every 
molecule of Ba(OH) a used, Ba -f H a must be deducted from the 
weighed residue. The amount of barium oxide is determined by dis- 
solving the residue in water and titrating with sulphuric acid. The 
sum of the c.c. of baryta corresponding with this, and those needed 
to neutralise the acids, when deducted from the number of c.e. taken, 
give the number of c.c. of baryta which have been changed into 
carbonate. The sum of the weights of barium carbonate, oxide, and 
Ba + H t , when deducted from the weight of total residue, gives the 
weight of extract required. p. P. B. 
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Malt Examination. By J. S. Lipps (Bied. Oentr., 1880, 383). — 
This paper describes the behaviour of a certain reagent employed by 
the author in malt examinations. He describes it as a basic lead 
acetate, which is not to be confounded with “ Goulard’s solution 
but there are no details as to its preparation, although some de- 
scription of its reactions is afforded. The principal advantage in its 
employment appears to be that when added to a cold solution contain- 
ing dextrin and starch, the latter is precipitated, and when the solution 
is boiled, the former thus affording an easy means for separating and 
estimating the two, J. F. 

Detection of Oiled Wheat. By 0. Himly (Bied. Oentr ., 1880, 
389). — The author has devised a simple method of detecting this 
sophistication, which appears preferable to others commonly employed. 
A sample of the suspected wheat is shaken up in a perfectly clean 
flask with some of the bronze powder ordinarily used in printing 
illustrated tickets, &c., aud it is then emptied on a clean dry filter- 
paper, and rubbed with it ; the oiled grain will hold the powder and 
present a fine gilt appearance ; if the grain has not been oiled, the 
bronze-powder will not adhere. J. F. 


Technical Chemistry. 


Silver Bromide Gelatin Emulsion. By T. ScmrA.trss (Arch. 
Bharm. [3], 16, 113 — 216). — A short history of the introduction of 
the emulsion process for photography occupies the first portion of the 
article, and is followed by the following receipt, which is used with 
success at the observatory in Potsdam : — In an opaque flask 1*6 gram 
of ammonium bromide is dissolved in 40 c.c. of distilled water, and 
to this is added 4*6 grams of Nelson’s gelatin ; after an hour the flask 
is placed in warm water so as to melt the mass, and 2*52 grams of 
silver nitrate dissolved in 17 c.c. of distilled water are added, and the 
whole well shaken. To attain the highest sensitiveness, the emulsion 
is kept at a temperature of 30° for several days ; afterwards nothing 
more is required than to wash the emulsion free from ammonium 
bromide aud nitrate. When thoroughly washed the emulsion is 
melted, poured ou to horizontal glass plates, and dried over calcium 
chloride or sulphuric acid ; when dried, the plates are piled one on the 
other, but kept separate by pieces of tissue-paper ; naturally all these 
operations must be conducted in non-actinio light. The “ developer ” 
employed is either “ pyro ” containing ammonium bromide, and made 
alkaline by ammonia, or a concentrated solution of ferrous oxalate 
dissolved in potassium oxalate. E, W. P, 

Disinfection and Preservation of Animal Matters, such, as 
Blood, for Agricultural Purposes. By E. Yatjtelet (Oomjpt rend., 
90, 1365). — The process consists in the use of the following sub- 



930 


ABSTRACTS OP CHEMICAL PAPERS. 


stances in proper proportions : — (1) Aluminium snlpliate. (2) Sul- 
phuric acid. (3) Nitric add. By the addition of sulphuric acid to 
aluminium sulphate, an acid sulphate is formed ; this salt, less soluble 
than the neutral one, when added to blood causes its rapid coagulation. 
Nitric acid may be used with similar effect. No details are given. 

J. W. 

Purification of Water from Sugar Works. By W. Knauer and 
others (Bied. Centr 1880, 537 — 539). — After filtration though a 
sieve, Ejiauer recommends heating the water by means of steam to 
S treating with milk of lime, and then with manganese chloride ; 
after the deposits have settled, the water is cooled and allowed to run 
off through a sieve. This method was investigated by a commission, 
but was uot considered satisfactory. Tolke limits the comsumption 
of water, and then drains it off through soil. J. K. C. 

Malleable Nickel. By J. Garnier {Cornet rend ., 90, 331—333). 
—By adding to pure nickel, which after fusion is brittle, some sub- 
stance which will readily combine with the oxygen absorbed by the 
molten metal whilst cooling, and which will diffuse through the 
whole mass, it may be made perfectly malleable. Phosphorus is best 
adapted for this purpose, 0’3 per cent, being sufficient to render the 
nickel soft and malleable, a greater quantity of phosphorus makes the 
metal harder and less malleable. The phosphorus is added in the 
form of phosphide of nickel, containing about 6 per cent, of phos- 
phorus. It is prepared by fusing a mixture of calcium phosphate, 
silica, charcoal, and nickel. Nickel containing 0*25 per cent, of phos- 
phorus may easily he rolled into leaves 0*5 mm. thick. L. T. O’S, 

Mercuric Oxide in Grey Powder. By D. Lindo (Chem. News , 
42, 67). — Grey powder, after keeping for some time, is found to con- 
tain large quantities of mercuric oxide, and therefore becomes unsuit- 
able for medicinal purposes. L. T. O’S. 

Strong’s Water Gas System. By G. S. Dwight (Chem. News, 
42, 27 — 29). — This system consists in raising coke to incandescence 
and causing the products of combustion to superheat a given quantity 
of steam, which is brought into contact with coal-dust, and then led 
back to the coke. In this way it is possible to utilise all the heat 
evolved in the combustion of coal, to within 10 or 12 per cent, of 
the theoretical value. 

Experimental and numerical details are given in the paper. 

L. T. O’S. 

Vaseline. By H, Werner (Arch. Pharm. [3], 16, 45). — Three 
samples of vaseline of German, Austrian, and American origin were 
examined, and appeared to behave differently when mixed wi£h b alsam 
of Pern, although of the same general appearance. The German and 
Viennese samples mixed completely to half their weight in the balsam, 
whereas the American sample mixed completely with its own weight 
of the balsam, and did not separate even on standing for a considerable 
time. E. W. P. 
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Purification of Spirit By J. E. Berlien (Bted. Centr 1880, 
543 — 544). — A small quantity of solution of silver nitrate removes all 
unpleasant aroma from the crudest spirit of commerce. J. K. 0. 

Fermentation of Molasses. By M. Fiedler (Bted. Centr., 1880, 
545 — 545). — Molasses which had been kept a long while and was in 
a condition highly unfavourable to fermentation, was subjected to 
two different methods of treatment; in one case the molasses was 
diluted. and boiled with a small quantity of sulphuric acid, again 
diluted and allowed to ferment, the yield of alcohol being 84 per cent, 
of the theoretical amount : in the second experiment the molasses was 
carefully neutralised with chalk, diluted, and then allowed to ferment, 
90 per cent, of the theoretical yield being obtained. J. K. C. 

Fermentation of Beet-root Sap obtained by Diffusion. By 
A. Millot and Maquenne (Bied. Centr., 1880, 5 GO).— An inflammable 
gas is given off by this sap after fermenting for some time; this the 
authors have explained by showing that butyric fermentation sets in, 
causing hydrogen to be evolved. J. K, O. 

Aeration of Must. By E. Rotostdi (Bied. Centr., 1880, 545—546). 
— By passing air throngh must, the ferment is more thoroughly mixed 
w ith the liquid, and the decomposition of sugar and albumin becomes 
more rapid. "Wines which have been prepared in this manner age 
more quickly, and are less liable to decomposition than other wines. 

J. K O. 

Direct Decomposition of Sugar-lime. By M. Pauly (Bied. 
Centr., 1880, 559 — 560). — The author decomposes sugar-lime by means 
of carbonic anhydride, and obtains 96 per cent, of the calculated 
amount of sugar. J. K. C. 

New Clarifier for Beer. By V. Griesmeyer (Bied. Centr., 1880, 
386). — The Baja clarata has been recommended as a clarifier in 
breweries by Griesmeyer, and a great rednction in its price has brought 
it into considerable prominence recently. A brewer named Kubiek, 
in Ossegg, has made a series of experiments on its use, which he has 
published in several technical journals. He finds it a specific against 
muddiness in the yeast, that it canses a separation of the yeast at the 
top instead of the bottom of tbe cask, and that it is forced from the 
bung, requiring some little attention in this regard. J. F. 

Sap-quotient of Beet By F. Sachs (Bied. Centr., 1880, 534 — 
536). — The sap-quotient is defined as the number obtained by dividing 
the percentage of sugar in the root by the percentage in the liquid 
pressed out at the first pressing. In the author’s experiment, the number 
was 0*94. J. K. C. 

Preparation of Sugar from Sap of Beetroot By K. L 
(Bted. Centr., 1880, 533—534). — The colouring-matter is separated fey* 
the addition of gelatinous alumina and gently warming : the sugar 
is obtained from the filtrate by crystallisation. J. 3L C. 
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Sor ghum Saeeharatum. By A. v. Wachtel (Bied. Centr., 1880, 
344 — 345). — This plant is extensively cultivated in certain parts of 
the United States for the manufacture of cane-sugar. It grows* to a 
height of 12—14 feet in those regions, yields about 19,500 kilos, per 
Prussian morgen (0*25 ha.), and contains 10 per cent, of sugar. In 
the year 1850, an attempt was made to obtain spirit from it at Konig- 
saal, and an excellent rum was produced. In 1879 an attempt at 
cultivation was made at Czakowitz, in Bohemia, with American seed, 
and the plants were submitted to the author. They only attained a 
height of 5f to 6 feet. The yield of cane-sugar was 15*3 per cent., 
and inverted sugar 0*85 per cent. The quantity of juice was small, 
and the waste about three times as great as from sugar-beets ; the sap, 
however, appeared tolerably clear ; the watery extract at 50° when 
concentrated produces a considerable crop of crystals, which became 
tolerably bright when washed with water. J. F. 

Sugar in Raisins. By Haas (Bied. Centr 1880, 386). — This paper 
gives an estimation of the contents in sugar of different sorts of 
raisins, varying from 14*5 to 61*75 per cent., and the observer 
cautions purchasers against buying on mere appearance when such 
material differences exist. J. F. 

Production of Sugar from Starctu By Rohe (Bied. Centr., 
1880, 547 — 548). — Temperatures varying from 40° to 52° R. have 
been recommended as the best for the production of sugar from 
potato-mash, and the time allowed from twenty minutes to two hours. 
The author finds that at any temperature between the above limits 
the conversion of starch into sugar is complete, and proposes as the 
most convenient digestion at a temperature of 44 — 46° R. for 14 to If 
hours. J. K. C. 

Preservation of Butter. By H. Bat (Bied. Centr., 1880, 388). — 
The experiments here recorded were made by Manetti, and show that 
butter thoroughly washed until the wash- water runs away perfectly 
clear, keeps sweet nearly twice as long as that which has been washed 
a shorter time and then packed. The addition of one-thousandth part of 
common salt preserves butter ten days, two-thousandths twenty days, 
and three-thousandths thirty days. The smaller quantity leaves a 
scarcely perceptible taste. The addition of one- to two-thonsandths 
of borax preserves the butter 15 to 20 days. The flavour, however, is 
unpleasant. J. F. 

Whole Milk Butter Compared with Cream Butter. By 
M. Schrodx and P. Dc Roi (Bied. Centr., 1880, 363).— The author 
took equal quantities of the same milk, allowed them to cream ; one 
of them he skimmed after 36 hours and churned the cream; the 
other portion he allowed to stand for 34 hours, when it became 
slightly acid. He churned the whole of it without skimming. The 
cream churned in 25 — 55 minutes; the whole milk took 35 — 65 
minutes. The butter was weighed after the first kneading, unsalted, 
and the quantity of milk required to make a kilogram of butter calcu- 
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lated, The following are the averages of ten experiments in each 
case: whole milk, 28*76 ; cream, 30*35 of milk . The larger yield of 
the former is attributed to the presence of greater quantities or casein, 
milk-sugar, and water than in the cream butter, which naturally 
deteriorates its keeping qualities. J. F. 

Experiments with Laval's Separator. By IT. Engstbom (Bied. 
Oervtr 1880, 360 — 361). — In these experiments, the author was able 
to obtain 20 per cent, of cream, and compared with the Swart’s 
method tried on milk of the same cows, the average surplus was 
5*15 per cent., and even much more was obtained in certain localities. 
A prejudice exists against the butter made by this method as not being 
good for keeping, but the handling of the butter appears to have a 
great deal to do with it. When it comes from the separator the 
author puts the cream into ice- water, where it is left for 6 — 10 hours; 
it has then a clean fresh taste. It is warmed to 13° 0., acidified, and in 
twelve hours churned at a temperature of 11°. By this method a 
butter is obtained which the most experienced butter dealers have 
classed in the first rank. 

The refuse which collects in the outer division of the apparatus con- 
sists principally of organic matter free from fat. On being micro- 
scopically examined, it was found to contain, besides nuclein, portions 
of epidermic scales, a few fat globules, threads, &c. J. F. 

A New Skimming Process. By A. Mater and F. Clatjsnitzrr 
(Bied. Oentr., 1880, 358 — 359). — The authors treat the milk with a 
small quantity of soda-solution, and find that it preserves the milk 
from decomposition from three to five days, and further, that it 
assists the separation of the cream, and leaves less fat in the skim- 
milk than the ordinary treatment, 1*3 to 1*5 grams of Na*0 to the 
kilogram of milk gives the best results ; a larger quantity makes the 
casern so thick that creaming ceases. The quantity of cream taken 
off by this method being larger, the percentage of fat in it is naturally 
smaller than when a lesser quantity is removed ; but the authors rely 
on the small quantity of fat left in the skim-milk as a proof of the 
completeness of the process. 

An experiment was then made as to the quantity and quality of 
the cream so separated. Two of S warts’s apparatus were prepared ; in 
one was placed 15 litres of milk without soda, in the other the same 
quantity with 0*14 per cent, of Na*0. After four days they were both 
skimmed, with the result that the portion treated with soda gave 
669 grams of hutter, and that without the soda 627 grams. The 
original percentage of fat in the milk was 2*32 ; the percentage ob- 
tained by the soda process was 1*83, and by the ordinary means 1*6W 
The butter was washed aud worked. No disagreeable taste was per- 
ceived. It was kept in a cellar for several weeks, and was perfectly 
fresh at the end of that time. The skim-milk is, however, unfit for 
human food, owing to the strong taste of soda ; after neutralisation, 
however, it ean be used for pig-feeding. The reason of the process 
the authors are uuable to give, but they think that the coating of 

vol. xxxvnr. 3 t 
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serum is attacked by the alkali, and the fat globules are liberated 
more freely. F. 

Experiments with Skimming by the Schwartz and Holstein 
Systems. By M. Schrodt and C. Du Roi ( Bied . Gentr 1880, 356— 
357).— Com plaints are common of so-called “lazy milk,” in which 
the cream does not separate well, and although good, does not yield 
its butter freely. The time of these complaints is generally abont the 
period when the cows are put out first on the meadows, and it occurred 
to the authors that the sudden change from the dry hard feeding of 
the stalls to the tender soft grass had something to do with the cause 
of the complaint. They therefore caused a herd to be fed in the stalls 
with green food previous to being out at grass, commencing with small 
quantities of green fodder, and increasing it until they had nothing 
else. The experiment lasted 14 days, and at its end the cows were 
put out to grass, but there were no complaints of lazy milk. 

The milk was divided into two portions, and separated by the 
Schwarts and Holstein methods. By the former it required 30*72 
kilos, of milk to produce 1 kilo, of butter ; by the Holstein method it 
only required 27*95 kilos, to yield the same quantity. 

The meadowing of the cows had a great effect on the yield of 
butter, and while at grass the two systems gave almost identical 


results. J. F. 

Composition of Curds. By M. Bxnxsm (Zeits. /. Biologie, 15, 
496). 

Water in 100 parts 39*73 

Solids „ 60*27 

Casern „ 24*84 

Fats „ 7*33 

Ash „ 4*02 

Milk-sugar, &c., in 100 parts .... 3 54 


The quantity of water varies 2 or 8 per cent, in different samples. 

W. H. 

Examination of Danish Export Cheese. By V. Sxorch (Bied. 
Oentr.y 1880, 366 — 370) . — This paperis an exhaustive report of numerous 
experiments on the composition of Danish cheese, and is accompanied 
by various tables. The first question examined was the effect of 
leaving the milk a longer or shorter time before skimming or curding, 
and he found that practically the amount of cheese obtained varied 
very little, except in those intended to contain the fat of the milk. 
In such cases prompt treatment is the most desirable, but in cheese 
'Whioh is made from skimmed milk the difference arising from delay 
is extremely small. The water in skim-milk cheese vanes consider* 
ably, from 58*65 to 69 31 per cent. The author believes that it exists 
in combination with the casern as a hydrate. 

The temperature at which the operations should he conducted is 
an important point. At a low temperature a fatter cheese is ob- 
tained than at a higher, and a low temperature yields a cheese with 
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a larger proportion of water. The cutting and stirring of the curd 
should also be performed as soon as possible after the addition of the 
rennet, and when the milk begins to curd. The loss of weight 
which cheese experiences when stored is loss of water. The decom- 
position into ammonium compounds takes place only on the surface. 
The insoluble combinations are removed by the brushing, scraping, 
<fcc., to which the goods are often subjected. 

Microscopically examined, cheese consists of a mass of casein con- 
fining innumerable fat globules, giving to it the appearance of a fine 
network, fat or creamy cheeses owing their softness in the mouth to 
the thinness of the cells which confine the globules. A good method 
of observing this structure'is to stain a piece with methylaniline, the 
^casein taking the colour, whilst the fat globules do not. J. F. 

Cleansing Lupines. By 0. Kellner (Bied. Oentr., 1880, 515 — 
517). — After steeping for 36 hours in cold water, the seeds are sub- 
jected to the action of steam for one hour, and then transferred to 
vats and washed with cold water, the latter being changed fonr times 
in 40 hours. By this means the alkaloids are removed with very little 
loss of protein, the greatest loss occurring in the non-albuminous 
parts of the seed. J. K. C. 

Weighting of Silk. By E. Konigs ( Dingl . pohjt. J., 237, 73 — 
76). — The author examined a sample of black French silk from a 
consignment which spontaneously ignited on board a Bremen steamer. 
Treating with cold soda-lye and hot oxalic acid does not give con- 
cordant results as to the amount of weighting ; also, the amount of 
ash bears no definite relation to the adulteration. Ilndyed raw silk 
gave 1*1 per cent, ash, scoured silk 0*77, and weighted silk 14. The 
relation borne by ash to the various substances employed was deter- 
mined, and by calculation the amount of admixture was Ascertained. 
Analyses (a) of the warp, and (5) of the weft, gave as follows : — 



00 

(*> 

Moisture. 

. . 10-84 

10*89 

Prussian blue. 

.. 7-40 

815 

Gum 

.. 3-00 

— 

Fat » » , , » , T T - - - <i 

. * trace 

2-48 

Catechu-tannate of tin. . . . 

.. 3*33 


Tin ferrocyanide 

.. — 

0-70 

Aflh 

. . 10-04 

12*74 


After taking from the ash, a, the tin oxide found, 1*8 per cent., iron 
oxide 4*9, corresponding to the Prussian blue, and 0*4 of ash due to 
the silk itself, there remains 2*94 per cent, iron oxide, corresponding 
to 21*17 per cent, catechu-tannate of iron, and only 54*26 per cent, 
of raw silk. This corresponds to 60*14 per cent, of scoured silk, after 
adding 5*88 of moisture j, and 100 lbs. of rpw silk give 152*32 of warp. 
Similarly b gives 9*35 per cent, of iron oxide in excess, corresponding 
to 47*68 per cent, of iron tannate, which gives 35*10 per cent, of raw 
silk. Adding 3*82 of moisture, this equals 38*92 of normal silk, which 



ABSTRACTS OP CHEMICAL PAPERS. 


with 64*9 — 3*82 equals 61*08, or 157 per cent, of loading. The 
weighting of the weft is usually attained by the use of iron pyrolig- 
jdte and catechu or fhestnut extract, then potaAium ferrocyanide and 
a little tin salt, and finally a tolerable amount of fat. Experiments 
showed that tannin compounds with some iron salts give bodies which 
easily take fire like tinder. On the contrary, tannin compounds pro- 
duced with iron acetate are difficult to ignite, so that if the iron pyro- 
liguite could be replaced by acetate the danger of spontaneous 
combustion would be removed. J. T„ 

“Mogdad” Cofgee. By J, Moeller (DingL polyL 237, 61— 
63). — The author describes micrdkcopically a sample of so-called 
11 Mogdad” coffee, seeds of Cassia occidental}*, L. It can be detected 
by means of the microscope when added to coffee. J. J. Pohl gives -1 
the following analysis of the seeds : — 


Cellulose 21*21 

Patty oil * 2*55 

Mucilage * 36*60 

Tannic acid (green with Fe) 5*23 

Inorganic salts 4*83 

Nitrogenous organic matter (and loss). . * » 15*13 

Non-nitrogenons organic matter ........ 3*86 

Uaffeine. 0<K) 

Water 11*09 


100*00 

J. T. 

Wfl4 and Cultivated Raspberries. By E. Reichakdt (Arch* 
Than*. 324 — 325). — A comparison of the fruit in a fresh 

condition mowed ihxt from the cultivated berries 90*4 per cent, of 
juice could be expressed, and only 81*64 from the wild ones. 
Amongst ether results given in the paper, it is stated that the amount 
of acid Whs about equal in both, that the cultivated contained 4*45 
per cent, of sugar and the wild only 2*80, and whilst the wild con- 
tained 2*80 per cent, of carbohydrates convertible by acids into sugar, 
the percentage in the cultivated was only 0*45. Cellulose was present 
in the wild berries to the extent of 4*15, and in the cultivated it 
amounted only to 2*26. 

The comparison in the above particulars is evidently favourable to 
the cultivated fruit, and in respect of aromatic principles the advan- 
tage seems to lie in the same direction. F. C. 
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on, 867. 

tribromomonoohlor-, 862. 

Acetomc acid, 104. 

Acetonitrile, preparation of, 618. 
Acetonylcarbamie acid, 515. 
Aeetouylcarbaminate, 545. 
Acetonylsulphocarbaminate, 545, 
Aeetorthohomoparoxybenzaldehyde, 387. 
Aceto-salicylol, 318. 

Acetyl, estimation of, by means of mag- 
nesia, 67. 

Aoetyl-achroodextnn, 620. 
Acetylbenzene, brom-, action of, on 
dimethylaniline, dimethylmetatolui- 
dine, and tetramethylmetaphenylene- 
diaanine, 689. 

preparation of, 659. 

Acetylbenzoic anhydride, 31. 
Acetylcarbazoline, 660. 

Acetylcarbinol acetate, oxidation of, 6 16. 



INDEX OF SUBJECTS* 


971 


Acetyloarbinol acetate, preparation of, 
615. 

benzoate, preparation of, 646. 

Acetylene, preparation of, 456. 

monoohlor-, 800. 

■ tetrabromide, 98. 

Aeetylenediearboxylic acid, 160. 

dibrom-, 160. 

Aoetyl-erythrodextrin, 620. 
Acetylhydroootoln, 328. 
Acetyl-malto-dextrin, 620. 
Acetyl-paraoxybenzaldebyde, 468, 
Acetylpbenylcomnaric acid, 164. 
Aoliroodextrin, changes which it under- 
goes in the animal organism, 678. 

Acid amides, formation of bases from, 
547. 

anhydrides, behaviour of, with 

haloid salts in absence of oxygen, 
437. 

in sugar of lead and in lead vine- 
gar, estimation of, 189. \ 

Acids, action of, on alloys of rhodium 
with lead and zinc, 706. 

* antiseptic action of, 72. 

free mineral or organic, test for, 

517. 

monobasic, double function of, 31. 

— — of nitrogen, relations of, to sul- 
phuric add, 91. 

of the formula CgH^O*, derived 

from bromobutyrio add, 543. 

organic, action of dehydrating sub- 
stances on, 459. 

— polymerised non-Baturated, 120. 
■* which are formed by the distilla- 
tion of the crude fatty adds in a cur- 
rent of superheated steam, 540. 

Aconifcic add, occurrence of, in beet- 
juice, 36. 

Acorns, digestibility and nutritive value 
of, 820. 

value of, as fodder, 917. 

Acridine, 398. 

action of oxidising agents on, 398. 

Aeridinic acid and its salts, 898. 
Acrolein, some reactions of, 235. 

Acrylic acid, action of hypochlorous add 
on, 160. 

— — — diohlor-, and its salts, 799. 

— — jS-monochlor-, 800. 

Actinism of the sun’s rays and of day- 
light, measurement of, 685. 

Actmo-chemistry, new methods in, 837. 
Adantonia digitate, fruit of, 886* 

Adipic add, 86* 

from camphor, 559. 

Aethusa cynapiitm, alkaloid in, 899. 
Agarieus atrotomentoms, qninone occur- 
ring in, 47. 

— — integer , new organic add occur- 
ring in, 44. 


Aglaite, 225. 

Agricultural chemistry in Japan, 333. 
Air, a possible cause of variation of tie 
proportion of oxygen in, 90. 

ammonia in, 848. 

carbonic anhydride in, 334, 788. 

formation of hydrogen peroxide 

and ozone by the action of moist phos- 
phorus on, 699. 

influence of, on fermentation, 819. 

lower organisms in, 908. 

of Palermo, analyses of, 697. 

— — rapidity of germ-diffusion in, 516. 

variation in the composition of, 

85. 

Air-space, new method for estimating, 
in seeds and fruits, 189. 
Air-thermometer, a new, 783. 

Alanine, 712. 

jS- Alanine hydrochloride, 83. 

Albumin, action of bromine on, 562. 

action of potassium permanganate 

on, 413. 

alkaloids from the decomposition 

of, 898. 

estimation of, 829. 

in plants, 279. 

influence of borax on the decom- 
position of, in the organism, 907. 

putrefaction-products of, 413. 

secretion, locality of, in plants, 

492. 

supposed conversion of, into fat in 

the ripening of Boquefort cheese, 835. 

vegetable, formation of, 341. 

xanthic add as a precipitant for, 

765. 

Albuminates, estimation of nitrogen in, 
850. 

Albuminoid, a new, 177. 

— in whey, a new, 274. 

nitrogen, estimation of, in fodders, 

190. 

Albuminoids, 562. 

amount of, in potatoes, 568. 

— decomposition of, in plants, 498. 
digestion 484, 

estimation of, in various kinds of 

fodder, 764. 

— estimation of, in vegetable sub- 
stances, 352. 

formation of hypoxanthine from, 

672. 

gaseous nitrogen a product of the 

decomposition of, in the body, 272. 
in pumpkin sprouts, decomposition 

of ciystallin, soluble, 815. 

of various oily seeds, 676. 

products of the action of hydro- 
chloric add on, 723. 

quantities of, in green plants, 781. 

3 y 2 
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Alcohol, detection of water in, 679. 

from potatoes, 888. 

— — oxidation of, by an ammoniacal 
solution of cupric oxide, 810. 

presence of, in animal tissues dur- 
ing life and after death, 174. 

— tables, for converting “ over- 
proof” and “ underproof” into alco- 
hol per cent., 773. 

Alcoholates, diy metallic, action of car- 
bonic oxide on, 622. 

Alcoholic fermentation, 276, 277. 

liquids, freezing point of, 528. 

Alcohols, action of baryta and lime on, 
711. 

-action of hydrogen peroxide on, 
28. 

- action of ozone on, 27. 

action of sulphuric monochloride 

an, 310. 

combinations of lithium and mag- 
nesium chlorides with, 310. 

decomposition of, by zinc-dust, 

794 

isomeric fatty, heat of combustion 

of some, 787- 

oxidation of, by electrolysis, 24 

presence of, in plants, 914. 

of mono- and poly- 

bydric, 28. 

Aldehyde, -collidine from, 54 
Aldehydes, aromatic, action of acetic 
anhydride on, 468. 

synthesis of, 467. 

condensation-products of, with 

primary aromatic bases, 39. 

phenolic, action of acetic anhy- 
dride on, 318. 

Aleurone grains, chemical composition 
of, 483. 

Alimentary materials, various, absorp- 
tion of, in the human intestinal caned, 
563. 

Alizarin, detection and estimation of, 
4*24 


Alizarin-blue, constitution of, 262. 
Alkali-metals, chemical constitution of 
amalgams of, 1. 

vapour-densities of, 434. 

Alkaline earth-metals, action of sul- 
phurous anhydride on the oxides of, 


Alkaline earths, characteristics of, 701. 

hydrates, action of carbonic oxide 

on, at high temperatures, 459. 

phosphates, condition of, in aque- 
ous solution, 2. 

Alkaloid in Actkusa cynapium, 899. 

of Lupintm* fatten*, 416. 

of the yew, 900. 

Alkaloids, a delicate test for, 705. 

-artificial, 410, 


Alkaloids, cinchona, behaviour of, with 
potassium permanganate, 895. 

estimation of, 768. 

from the decomposition of albumin, 

898. 

in lupines, 57, 416. 

of Alstonia constricta, 127. 

of belladonna, datura, jusquiame, 

and duboisia, 561. 

of iaborandi leaves, researches on, 

898. 

of the pomegranate, 481. 

perchloric add as a teBt for, 69. 

relation between the bases of the 

oxalic series and some of the, 648. 

tests for, 69, 763. 

Alloy of nickel and copper, 771. 

resembling silver, preparation of, 

771. 

Alloys, copper-tin, analogy between the 
conductivity for heat and the induc- 
tion balance effect of, 687. 

estimation of the specific 

electrical resistance of, 687. 

of rhodium with lead and zinc, 

action of adds on, 706. 

of zinc with iridium, ruthenium, 

and rhodium, action of adds on, 
707. 

Allyl alcohol, combination of, with 
baryta, 794 

moniodo-, 538. 

bromodiohloride, 456. 

chlorodibromide, 456. 

cyanide and the products of its 

saponification, 99. 

formation of crotonic acid 

from, 99. 

Allvldimethyl carbinol, oxidation of, 
382. 

Allylmalonic add, 628. 
Allylmethylpropyl carbinol, 372. 
Alshedite, 15. 

AUtoma con strict a, alkaloids of, 127. 
Alstonieine, 128. 

Alstonine, 127. 

Alum, action of ammonium carbonate 
on, 791. 

ammonium, decomposition of, by 

heat, 792. 

eubie, 444 

crystals, sensitiveness of, to varia- 
tions in the strength of their mother- 
liquors, 528. 

potassium and sodium, mutual re- 
lations of, in aqueous solution, 83. 
A lumina , action of ammonium carbonate 
on, 792. 

Aluminium, revision of the atomic 
weights and quantivalenee of, 701. 

separation of phosphoric acid from, 

286. 
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Aluminium alcohols, 861, 862. 

battery, 838. 

bromide, reactions due to the pre- 
sence of, 370. 

— chloride, reactions due to the pre- 
sence of, 370. 

hydrate, isomerio modifications of, 

849. 

iodine reaction, 861. 

sulphate, new, 792. 

sulphide, heat of formation of, 623. 

and lithium, new silicates of, 447. 

Alums, microscopical observations on the 
growth and resolution of, in solutions 
of isomorphous substances, 855. 
Amalgams of the alkali-metals, chemical 
constitution of, 1. 

two new, 707. 

Amarine, 881. 

methiodide, 881. 

Amblygonite, composition of, 96, 630. 
Amides, quantities of, in green plants, 
731. 

Amido-acetic hydrochloride, 33. 
Amido-acids, aromatic, 473. 
Amido-azoxylene, 652. 
Auiido-compounds, estimation of, 764. 

in plants, 279. 

Amidodimethylacetio acid (amidovalerio 
acid), 101. 

Amidodimethylpropionic acid (amido- 
butyrio acid), 101. 

Amido-groups, influence of, on a sul- 
phomc group entering the benzene 
molecule, 238. 

Amidoketones, aromatic, 804. 
Amidomercaptans from nitrobenzenesul- 
phonic acids, 389. 
Amidomethylene-catechols, 248. 
Amidomethylenecatechol hydrochloride, 
248* 

Amido-oxyanthraquinone, 263. 
Amidophouol8, isomeric, action of methyl 
iodide on, 636. 
a-Amidopropionitril, 318. 

Aminos, action of ethyl chlorocarbonate 
on, 311. 

action of ferro- and ferri-cyanio 

acids on, 231. 

action of sulphonic chlorides on, 

108. 

cldoxo-derivatives of, 283. 

corresponding with a-toluic alcohol, 

241. 

Ammeline-argentic oxide, 311. 

Ammeline nitrate, 311. 

Ammonia, absorption of, by the soil, 737. 

compounds of hydraoids with, 4. 

decomposition of, in plants, 731, 

existence of, in vegetables, 568. 

from the nitrogen of the atmo- 
sphere and the hydrogen of water, 767. 
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Ammonia, heat of formation of, 207, 
603. 

in air and water, 848. 

Ammoniacal salts and calcium carbonate, 
reactions between, 700. 

Ammonium citrate, 104. 

cyanide, heat of formation of, 151. 

— — di-isethionate, 29. 

ferric chromates, 10. 

ferrid-thioglycollate, 236. 

isethionate, changes of, at high 

temperatures, 28. 

nitrosoferrothioferrate, 9. 

phosphate, 104. 

photosantonate, 104. . 

• polysulphides, thermo - chemical 

study of, 690. 

salts, heat of formation of, 523. 

sulphides, heat of formation of, 

151, 691. 

thiocyanate, extraction of, from gas 

liquors, 358. 

Amphigene, production of, 449. 

Amyl alcohol, action of bleaching powder 
on, 456. 

fermentation, heat of com* 

bustion of, 787. 

thiocyanopropionate, 312. 

Amylene, brom-, 376. 

transformation of, into cymene 

and hydrocarbons of the benzene 
series, 710. 

Analytical chemistry, application of the 
galvanic current in, 282. 

Anemopsls calif omica , 721. 

Anethol, action of alcoholic potash on, 
385. 

camphor, or anethol tetrahydride, 

385. 

— dihydride, 385. 

— hexhydride, 885. 

— — monochlor-, action of alcoholic 
potash on, 385. 

tetrahydride, or anethol camphor, 

385. 

Angelic acids, 814 

Anglesite, (Sardinian, crystalline form of, 
96. 

Anguria, colouring-matter of, 267. 
Anhydrosulphonamidoisophthalic acid, 

258. 

Anhydrosulphonamidoterephthalio acid, 
257. 

Anhydrotropine, 715. 

Anihne, compounds of, with mercuric 
bromide and iodide, 632. 

dinitro-, 812. 

dithionate, 240. 

ferrocyanide, 231. 

parabrom-, 880. 

parachlor-, 880. 

blacks, 76. 
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jS-Anilobutyric acid, 462, 642. 

anilide of, 542. 

Anfma.1 body, aromatic products of, 
646. 

charcoal, certain properties of, 

834. 

estimation of the decolorising 

power of, 422. 

kingdom, distribution of copper in, 

666 . 

matters, such as blood, disinfection 

and preservation of, for agricultural 
purposes, 929. 

organism, behaviour of cymene in, 

38. 

• changes which starch under- 

goes in, 677. 

— formation of hippuric and 

benzoic acids in, during fever, 716. 

• interchange of material in, 

565. 

tar, compounds from, 267. 

compounds in, 408. 

tissues, presence of alcohok in, 

during life and after death, 174. 

specific heat of, 488. 

Animals, breathing of, 911. 

fattening of, 178. 

influence of arsenic on, 907. 

— occurrence of a reducing substance 
in the urine of, 382. 

Anisidme, oxidation of, 642. 

Anisotl, bromamido-, 641. 

monohromoparanitro-, 641. 

Anomite, 582. 

Anthracene series, fluorescence in, 665. 
— — synthesis of, 262. 
Anthraoenecarboxylic acid and its salts, 
899. 

Anthracenes, use of the spectroscope in 
discriminating, 757. 

Anthr&nilic acid from orthonitro toluene, 
648. 

Anthraquinoline, 262. 

Anthraquinone, amido-, acetoxy-deriva- 
tive of, 49. 

— - * from anthraquinone -monosul- 

phonic acid, 49. 

constitution of, 323. 

crude, use of the polarisoope in 

testing for anthracene, 292. 

hydroxy-, decomposition of, by 
potash, 49. 

orthobrom-, 828. 

Anthraqnincmesulphoiiic acids, action of 
ammonia on, 263. 

Antunonic acid, constitution of, 94. 
Antimony, atomic weight of, 299, 800, 
704. 

compounds, decomposition of, 348. 

“■* — pentachloride, action of, on phos- 
phorus trichloride, 613. 


Antimony, red, 612. 

and arsenic, Clarke's method for 

the separation of tin from, 289. 
Antiseptic action of acids, 72. 

of pyrogallol, 73. 

Apiin, 418. 

Apiol, 412. 

Apparatus for measuring the heat of 
combustion, 1. 

Apples, ripening of, after gathering, 
179. 

Aqueous vapour, estimation of, in the 
atmosphere, 420 . 

Aragonite, pseudomoTphs of caldte 
after, 15. 

Aromatic compounds with long side- 
chains, action of iodine on, 463. 
Arsenates of certain metals, 217. 

— of zinc and cadmium, 216, 217. 
Arsenic, chemical cause of the toxicolo- 
gical action of, 174. 

detection and estimation of, 752. 

influence of, on animals, 907. 

metallic, volatilising point of, 705. 

presence of, in the atmosphere, 

585. 

acid, volumetric estimation of, 

421. 

compounds, aromatic, 396. 

decomposition of, 348. 

and antimony, Clarke's method for 

the separation of tin from, 289. 
Arsenical-pyrites intergrown with, iron- 
pyrites, 855. 

Ash analyses, 343. 

of beet, 922. 

of beet seed, composition of, 496. 

of certain spice seeds, analyses of, 

915. 

of different parts of the vine, 

133. 

volcanic, from Cotopaxi, 97. 

Ashes of the trunk, leaves, and fruit of 
the orange and the Mandarin orange, 
composition of, 915. 

Asparagine, action of methyl iodide on, 
315. 

distribution and functions of, in 

the vegetable kingdom, 58. 

nutritive value of, 830, 485. 

Aspidospermine and its salts, 54. 
Atmosphere, apparatus for estimating 
oxygen in, 137. 

— estimation of aqueous vapour in, 
420. 

estimation of carbonic acid in the, 

420. 

- presence of arsenic in, 585. 
proportion of carbonic anhydride 
in, 605. 

■ variations in the carbonic anhy- 
dride of, 699. 
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Atmosphere, variations in the composi- 
tion of, 698. 

Atomic heat of glucinum, 850. 

of oxygen, 850. 

Atomicity, periodic, history of, 605. ■ 
Atropine, 481, 674. 

artificial, 410. 

light, 661. 

Atropyltropelne, 716. 

Azobenzene, paradibrom-, 880. 

paradiclilor-, 880. 

mononitrodichlor-, 880. 

Azobonzene-cresol-sulphonic acid, 716. 
Azobenzene-diamidotoluene nitrate, 715. 
Azobenzene-disulphonaphthol, 881. 
Azobenzenedisulphonio acids and their 
salts, 805, 806. 

^-Azobenzenedisulphonio chloride, 806. 
Azobenzene - hydroxy carboxylbenzene, 
716. 

Azobenzenemonosulphonic acid, para- 
diohlor-, 880. 

Azobenzene-pyrogallol, 890, 715, 880. 
Azobenzene-sulphocresol, 881. 
Azobenzenesulphonamide, 805. 
Azobenzenesnlphonic acid and its salts, 
804. 


ohloride, 804. 

Azobenzene - trmitro - hydroxybenzene, 
715. 

Azobenzene - trinitro - oxybenzene, 889, 
880. 

Azo-colonrs, new, 859, 715. . 

Azo-derivatives, some, 889. 

Azonap 


oxyl-benzene, 881. 

Azophenetol, dinitro-, 466. 
A^ophenyldisulphonic acid, potassium 
salt of, 822. 

Azophenylethyl, 243. 
Azotoluenesnlphonamide, 807. 
AzotolueneBulphonic acids and their 
salts, 806, 807. 

— chlorides, 806, 807. 

Azoxybenzene, conversion of, into oxy- 

azobenzene, 556. 

— mononitroparadichlor-, 880. 
Azoxybenzenesulphonamide, 807. 
Azoxybenzenesulphonio acid and its 

salts, 807. 

— chloride, 807. 


Bp 

Bacillus amylohacter (butyric ferment) 
in the carboniferous period, 884. 

urea, 183. ' 

Bacteria, chemical composition of, in 
putrefying liquids, 176. 


Bacteria, effect of putrefactive changes 
on, 726. 

— formation of vinegar by, 334. 

in the atmosphere, 727. # 

- influence of the galvanic current 
on, 726. 

BaUamum antarfhriUcum indicum, 168. 
Baptisia tinctoria, 411. 

Barium allylate, 794. 

borodecituugstate, 612. 

ckolate, 56. 

chrysoquinonedisulphate, 264. 

dichromate, preparation of, 444. 

dioxide, dissociation of, 610. 

. hydrated, composition of, 

610. 


formionitrate, 82. \ 

isobutyrate and acetate, 799. 

oxide, action of sulphurous anhy- 
dride on, 606. 

peroxide, estimation of active 

oxygen in, 744. 

idtttmochloride, solubility of, in 

alcohol, 578. 

thioglycollate, 236, 287. 

Barts, cinchona and other, valuation of, 
764. 

Barley, depreciation ofj by overgrowth, 
179. 

— malting, moisture in, 776. 

manuring of, 185. 

Basaltic lavas of the Eifel, 19. 

Basalts of Azkhur on the Upper Kur, 

615. 

— Silesian, and their mineral consti- 
tuents, 19. 

Base, a new, 887. 

from (chlorophenylthiooarbiimde, 

888 . ... 
Bases, aromatic, a Beries of, isomenc 
with the thiocarbimides, 887. 

formation of, from acid amides, 

547. 

■ from fusel ofl, 284 

— of the oxalic aoid series, 547. 

primary aromatic, condensation- 

products of aldehydes with, 89. 

Bama longifolia, 619. 

Bast fibre, chemistry of, 666. 

derivative from, 667. 

Bat-guano from various sources, 3&5. 
Bay-tree, Californian, ethereal oil from* 
670. . . 

Beech-leaves, frozen, constitution of, 

i 416 - . . 

I Beer, carbonic anhydride m, 774 

■ effect of hard and soft water on 
the brewing o£ 598. 

Hamburg, analyses of, 833. 

influence of light on, 200. 

new clarifier for, 981- 

Speyer, analysis of, 773. 
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Beer -mash? malt extract and maltose in, 

776 . 

Beer-wort, Bohemian, composition of, 
deter mine d by chemico-optical pro- 
cesses, 189. 

Beers, English, analysis and composition 
of, 358. 

Bees, •activity of, 415, 725. 

Beet, ash of, 922. 

cultivation of, 736, 917. 

distribution of potassium nitrate 

in, 788. 

— estimation of sap in, 829. 

- examination of, and the 'amount of 
sugar the roots contain, 586. 

experiments with various sorts of, 
59. 

- influence of the leaves on the pro- 
duction of sugar in, 336. 

manuring of, 185, 418. 

method of selecting, for seeding, 

134. 

relation of yield of, to rain and 

sunshine, 178. 

sap-quotient of, 93L 

Beet-juice, estimation of sugar in, 144. 
fermentation produced in pre- 
paring syrups from, by diffusion, 
519, 931. 

occurrence of tricarbaUylic 
and aconitic acids in, 36. 

Beet leaves, oxalic acid in, 733. 

Beet mucilage, composition of, 561. 

Beet residues as fodder, 734. 

Beetroot, cultivation of, 821. 

examination of, 495. 

growth of, 502. 

manuring of, 187, 509, 741. 

nitrates in, 494, 495. 

normal relation between the sugar 

and mineral and nitrogenous matters 
in, 569. 

planting of, 502. 

researches on, 495. 

run kto seed, relation between the 

sugar and mineral and nitrogenous 
matters in, 569. 

molasses, trimethylamine from, 

283. 

gelatinous matter in, 908. 

Beetroots, proportion of sugar to the 
weight of, 519. 

Beet sap, organisms in, 384. 

Beet seeds, composition of ash of, 496. 

cultivation and analysis of, 

92a ^ 

germination of, 177, 730. 

Beet-sugar, inversion of, for wine, 833. 

■ manuring experiments with, 

923 . 

tTT ! refuse as manure, 742. 

BeHadaana, alkaloids of 561. 


Belladonnine, 410. 

Benzal chloride, metanitro-, 635. 
Benzaldehyde, action of, on dimethyl- 
toluidines, 636. 

• metanitro-, action of aniline hydro- 

chloride and zinc chloride on, 662. 

paranitro-, action of a mixture of 

aniline hydrochloride and zinc chloride 
on, 640. 

— orthonitro-, action of nascent 
hydrogen on, 469. 

green, constitution of, 40. 

Benzamidoparatoluide, orthochloro-, 
557. 

orthochloro-, action of benzoic 

chloride on, 557. 

Benzamidophenolsulphonic acids and 
their salts, 642. 

Benzanilidimide chloride, action of 
phenol on, 558. 

Benzaurin, 239. 

Benzene, bromacetyl-, preparation of, 
659. 

bromo-, preparation of, 816. 

bromoxyl derivatives of, 246. 

derivatives, crystalline forms of, 

105. 

diamido-, sulphonio acids from, 

394. 

dinitroiodo-, crystallographic con- 
stant of, 884. 

dinitrobromo-, 106. 

electrolysis of, 802. 

iodb-, preparation of, 316. 

mononitrotribromo-, 106. 

nitramido-, sulphonio adds from, 

394. 

nitrometadiiodo-, crystallographic 

constant of, 384. 

nitro-orthom etatribromo-, crystallo- 
graphic constant of, 381. 

orthodiamido-, action of ferric 

chloride on, 162. 

tribromo-, action of nitrio acid on, 

106. 

Benzene molecule, influence of niiro- 
and amido-groups on a sulphonio 
group entering the, 238. 

Benzene ring, closed, synthesis of, 37. 
Benzenediaulphonamide, bromo-, 123, 
125. 

Benzenesulphonamide, meta- and para- 
nitro-, action of tine-dust on, 805. 
Benzenedisulphonie acid, action of fused 
alkalis on, 320. 

bromo-, 123, 124. 

— diazobromo", 123. 

dibromamido-, 128. 

paramidobromo-, and its salts, 

128. 

Benzenedisulphonie acids, amido-, nwrl 
their salts, 122. 
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Benzenedisulplionic acids, di- and tri- 
bromo-, 124. 

ortho- and met-amido-, and 

their salts, 124. 

chloride, bromo-, 123, 124. 

Benzenemetadisulphonic acid, 806. 
Benzenesulphomc acid, metadiamido-, 
and its salts, 895. 

- metanitramido-, and its salts, 

395. 

- a- and p- nitro-, 239. 

• orthodiamido-, and its' salts, 

394. 

orthonitramido-, and its salts, 

394. 

— acids, nitro-, amido -mer captans 
from, 389. 

Benzenylamidophenyl mercaptan, 885. 
Benzhydrol and naphthalene, conden- 
sation of, 478. 

Benzidine, 808. 

Benzmetamidoparatoluide, anhydro- 
orthochloro-, 657. 

Benzmetanitroparatoluide, orthochloro-, 
' 557. 

BenzofuroTn, 798. 

Benzoic acid, formation of, in the animal 
organism during fever, 716. 

solubility of, 471. 

dinitro-, 471. 

metamido-, aotion of, on 

helicon, 126. 

— metaparadinitro-, and its 

salts, 647. 

— - nitro-amido-, 119. 

* nitro-orthobromo-, 119. 

orthobromo-, and its salts, 118. 

parametabromorthoamido-, 

648. 

paranitro-, aotion of bromine 

on, 647. 

— paranitro-, nitration of, 549. 

paraorlliodinitro', preparation 

of, 649. 

acids, nitro-, 647. 

nitro-, Fittica’s, 251. 

chloride, metanitro-, 253. 

cyanide, metanitro-, 253. 

Benzophenone, dihydroxy-, 240. 
Benzotriehloride, compounds of, •with 
phenol and tertiary aromatic bases, 
239. 

Benzoyl oarbinol, oxidation of, 645. 
Benzoyl cyanide, orthonitro-, test lor, 68. 
Benzoyl-acetic anhydride, 31. 
Benzoylaniline, 804. 
Benzoylphthalylanilide, 804. 
Benzoyltropelne, and its salts, 714. 
Benzparatoluide, di- and trinitro-ortho- 
chloro-, 657. 

orthochloro-, and its derivatives, 

557 . 


Benzyl bromide, paracbloro-, 879. 

bromides, monobromo-, relative 

displaceability of bromine in, 161. 

compounds, orthobromo-, 879. 

parachloro-, 879. 

derivatives containing sulphur, 

811. 

■ mercaptan, action of bromine on, 
811. 

action of sulphuric aoid on, 

810. 

orthothioformate, crystalline form 

of, 646. 

sulphides, parachloro-, 879. 

thiobenzoate, 811. 

Benzylamaxine benzyl chloride, 882. 
Benzylamidophenyl mercaptan, 386. 
Benzylidenemonophenyldjamme, 639. 
Benzylmcthylacetic acid, 628. 
Benzylmethylmalonic acid, 628. 
Benzyl8ulphonamide, 812. 
BenzylBulphonic acid, parachloro-, and 
its salts, 879. 

chloride, 812. 

Benzylthiacetamide, 84. 

Benzylthiacetic acid, 34. 

Berberine, preparation of, 169. 

salts, 169. 

Bessemer converters, gases from, 769. 

steel plates, 356. 

Biebrioh scarlet, 659, 813. 

Bilberries, colouring-matter of, 927. 
Birch, mineral constituents of, 343. 
Bismuth containing arsenic, behaviour 
of, towards nitric aoid, 219. 

detection of, 752. 

method for estimating, volumetri- 

cally, 753. 

minerals from Wermland, 14. 

nitrate, basic, preparation of, free 

from arsonic, 219. 

Bituminous rocks, commercial valuation 
of, 682. 

Bleaching sugar syrups by ozone, 74. 
Bleaching powder, action of, on propyl, 
butyl, and amyl alcohols, 456. 

formation and constitution 

of, 789. 

Bleeding of vines, researches on, 133. 
Blood, detection of carbonic oxide in, 
817. 

disinfection and preservation of, 

for agricultural purposes, 929. 
—•physiology of sugar in relation to, 

Blood-stains, 926. 

Blossoms, influence of smoke on the de- 
velopment of, 177. 

Blowpipe assay of silver lead, 585. 
Bodies, relations between tho physical 
properties of, and their chemical con- 
stitution, 685. 
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Bone-black, action, of, on sugar solutions, 
758. 

certain properties of, 834. 

Bone-meal, adulteration of, 354 
adulteration of, with phos- 
phorite, 516. 

as a manure for potatoes, 

739. 

Borax, influence of, on the decomposi- 
tion of albumin in the organism, 907. 

physiological action of, 415. 

Boric acid as a preservative, 767. 
influence of, on acetous fer- 
mentation, 819. 

Bomeol and camphor, relations of the 
camplienes obtained from, 324 
Boron, analysis of organic compounds 
containing, 61. 

qnantivalence of, 395. 

fluoride, action of water on, 435. 

Borophosphate of magnesium and cal- 
cium, analysis of, 447. 

Borotungstates, 612. 

Botanical preparations, liquid for the 
preservation of, 596. 

Brarilin, 248. 

Breathing of plants and animals, 911. 
Brine-springs of Volterra, salts obtained 
from the mother-liquors of, 146. 
Bromamylene, 876. 

Bromefchylpara- and ortho-nitrophenol, 
316. 

Bromine, density of, at high tempera- 
tures, 432. 

rate of substitution by, in the 

acetic add series, 539. 

— relative displaceability of, in the 
monobromobenzyl bromides, 161. 

solidifying point of, 215. 

/5-Bromisobutyric add, 879. 
£-Bromostyrene, 43. 

Bronze, tungsten-manganese, 199. 
Bronzite from Bun Mountain, near 
Kelson, New Zealand, 857. 

Bunt in wheat, sulphurous add as a 
remedy for, 572. 

Butter, adulteration of, 423. 

analysis of, 69, 828. 

analysis of two ancient samples o £ 

So7. 

coefficients of expansion of, 70. 

preservation of, “ ' 

testing, 587. 

Butterine, coefficients of expansion of, 

70 . 

Butyl alcohol, action of bleaching pow- 
der on, 4561 

preparation of, from glycerol, 

819. 

emanate, tertiary, 228. 

■r — happnrate, normal, $70. 
Bnfylamylamine, 546. 


/3-Butylhydrophenylbetatne, 542. 
Butyraldehyde, jS-cliloro-, 235. 
Butyramide, /S-araido, 461, 541. 

/3-B nfcyranilbeta'ine, 462. 

Butyranilide, 0-amido-, hydrochloride 
of, 462. 

Butyric acid, amido- (araidodimetliyl- 
propionic add), 101. 

/3-amido, 541. 

bromo-j adds of the formula 

C 8 H 1 40 4j derived from, 543. 

a-bromo-, decomposition of, 

by water, 380. 

calcium and barium double 
salt of, 799. 

- j6-ehloro-, some derivatives of, 

541. 

■ /3-monocbloro-, 99. 

ferment (Bacillus amylobaeter) in 

the carboniferous period, 334 


c. 

Cabbages, manures for, 506. 

Cacao rind as fodder for calves, 602. 
Cadmium, arsenates of, 216, 217. 

estimation of, in presence of zinc, 

748. 

zinc, and copper, separation of, 

748. 

Calamine, analysis of, 857. 

Caldte, crystallography of, 530. 

pseudomorphs of, after aragonite, 

15. 

Caldnm, dissociation of, 697. 

spectrum of, 361. 

carbonate in water filtered through 

dry soil, 59. « 

pentahydrated, 789. 

and ammoniacal salts, re- 
actions between, 700. 

cyamide, formation of, from melam, 

308. 

glycerate, fermentation of, 819. 

iodide with silver iodide, com- 
pound of, 442. 

lactate, fermentation of, 819. 

levulosate, 539. 

oxalate in plants, 914 

*— oxide, action of sulphurous anhy- 
dride on, 606. 

behaviour of, with carbonic 

anhydride, 5. 

crystallised, 700. 

— phosphates, action of ammonium 
citrate on, 825. 

phosphite, 6. 

phthalate, products of the dry dis- 
tillation of, 256. 
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Calcium, platinochloride, solubility of, in 
alcohol, 579. 

sacoharate, tribasio, 864. 

and magnesium compounds as re- 
fractory and dephosphorising ma- 
terials, 831. 

Calculus from a horse, analysis of, 174. 
Calico-printing, use of thiocyanates in, 
358. 

Calorimetrical temperature - determi- 
nations, 434. 

Calves, cacao rind as fodder for, 502. 
Camplione, inactive, 669. 

hydride, 669. 

Camphenes obtained from borneol and 
from camphor, relations of, 324. 
Camphimide, 892. 

Campho-carbonio acid, 892. 

Camphor, action of phosphorus penta- 
chloride on, 717. 

oxidation of, 659. 

amido-, 891. 

bromo-, action of zinc chloride on, 

892. 

constitution of, 892. 

Camphor, bromonitro-, 891. 

chlorides, 717. 

compounds, constitution of, 50. 

nitro-, 891. 

and borneol, relations of the cam- 
phenes obtained from, 324. 

Camphoric acid, preparation of, 893. 

anhydride, preparation of, 893. 

Camphothymol, ethyl ether of, 247. 
Camphrene, constitution of, 50. 
Cane-sugar, action of bromine on, 795, 
864. 

mannitol as a bye-product in 

the formation of lactic acid from, 100. 

refined, detection of starch- 

sugar mechanically mixed with, 758. 

— synthesis of, 29. 

Caoutchouc, formation of, 323. 

Caproic acid, 872. 

a-bromo-, amido-aoids from, 

543. 

dibromo-, 377. 

dibromo-, action of water on, 

377. 

isodibromo-, 377. 

isodibromo- action of water 

on, 377. 

— moniodo-, 877. 

monobromo-, 877. 

normal, lactone of, 799. 

. tetrabromo-, action of water 

on, 378. 

Carbamide, dibromopbenyloxethylene-, 
634. 

diorthotolyl-, 245. , 

ethyl-, and some of its derivatives, 

383, 


Carbamide, metaditolyl-, 245, 718. 

— mono- and di-anisyl-, 641, 642. 

mono- and di-phenylethyl-, 242. 

para- and meta-tolyl-, 245. 

tetranitro - diphenyl-, constitution 

of, 812. 

tolyl-, ortho-, and meta- ? 713. 

Carbamide-acetosulphonic acid, a new 
derivative of thiohydantofn, 877. 
Oarbamides derived from the isomeric 
toluidines, 245. 

Carbamido-palladious chloride or palln- 
doso-uramonium chloride, 161. 
Carbanilide, 622. 

Carbazol, 660. 

action of oxalic acid on, 245. 

hexcbloro-, 661. 

octochloro-, 661. 

action of antimony perchlo- 

ride on, 661. 

tetranitro-, 660. 

— 1 — triohloro-, 660, 

compound of, with picric 

acid, 661. 

Carbohydrates from the tubers of the 
Jerusalem artichoke, 619. 

sulphates of, 28. 

table of the absorption of, in the 

human intestinal canal, 564. 

Carbon, electric conductivity of, as af- 
fected by temperature, 837. 

estimation of, in cast-steel, 289. 

existence of, in the coronal atmo- 
sphere of the sun, 429. 

total, estimation of, in iron and 

steel, 751. 

bisulphide, action of phosphonium 

iodide on, 370. 

compounds, solid, molecular vo- 
lumes and specific gravities of, 694. 

thermo-chemical investigation 

of the theory of, 78& 

dioxide, reduction of, by phos- 
phorus at the ordinary temperature, 
237. 

monoxide, oxidation of, by moist 

air in presence of phosphorus, 287. 
Carbonates, determination of carbonic 
acid in, 346. 

heat of formation of, 82, 361. 

Carbonic anhydride, detennination of, in 
carbonates, 846. 

estimation of, in the air, 

420. 

in the air, 834. 

absorption of oxygen and ex- 
piration of, by plants, 416. 

behaviour of calcium oxide 

with, 5. 

behaviour of, in relation to 

ressure, volume, and temperature, 
91. 
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Carbonic anhydride, density of, at a high 
temperature, 484. 

— .... — . estimation of, in gases, 573. 

free, in soils, 505. 

■- from muscle, 830. 

heat of neutralisation of, 362. 

proportion of, in the air, 

605, 788. 

reduction of, by phosphorus 

at ordinary temperatures, 298. 

variations in, of the atmo- 
sphere, 699. 

reduction of, to carbonic 

oxide by red-hot stannous oxide, 574. 
Carbonic oxide, action of, on alkaline 
hydrates at high temperatures, 459. 

action o£ on dry metallic 

alcoholates, 622. 

detection of, in blood, 817. 

evolution of, from red-hot 

iron stoves, 592. 

reduction of carbonic anhy- 
dride to, by red-hot stannous oxide, 
574. 

Carboniferous period, butyric ferment 
(Bacillus amylobacter) in, 334. 
Carbonyl bromide, 627. 

hemoglobin, 816. 

Caries fat acid, 129. 

Carica papaya, 128. 

Caricin, 129. 

Coroba beans, digestibility and nutrient 
power of, 563. 

leaves, 671. 

Carvacrol, 112. 

nitro-, action of nitric acid on the 

methyl ether of, 884. 
Carvaorolglycollamide, 889. 
Carvacrolglycollic acid and its salts, 
889. 

Carvacrolsulphonic acid and its salts, 

112 . 

Caryophyllaoe®, colouring matter of, 
413. 

Caryophyllic acid, 670. 

Caryophllin, 67U. 

acetyl-derivative of, 670. 

chlorine-compounds of, 670. 

Casein, 171. 

— — action of rennet on, 172. 

Cassia, mineral constituents of, 360. 
Cast-steel, estimation of carbon in, 289. 
Catechol, supposed presence of, in plants, 
417- 

Cattle foods, analyses of, 678. 

Caucasian minerals, 615. 

Oellulide in hast fibre, 668. 

Celluloid, 780. 

Celluloquinone from bast fibre, 668. 
Cellulose, action of a mixture of acetic 
anhydride and sulphuric acid on. 
159. 


Cellulose, digestive power of geese for, 
330. 

methods of estimating, 761. 

intro-derivatives of, 372. 

estimation of nitrogen in, 374. 

Cement, 198, 767. 

— glycerina-, 428. 

Cerium, volumetric estimation of, 749. 

tungstate, 851. 

Chalybeate springs of Carlstad, 20. 
Oharacin, 53. * 

extracted from algae by water, 

325. 

Charcoal, condensation of gases by, 526. 
Cheese, Danish export, examination of, 
934. 

ripening, formation of fat in, 594. 

Roquefort, supposed conversion of 

albumin into fat in the ripening of, 
835. 

Chemical affinity, estimation of, in terms 
of electromotive force. Part II, 686. 

compounds, effect of light on, 521. 

constants, some, 365. 

equivalence, researches on. Part I, 

sodium and potassium sulphates, 437. 
researches on. Part II, hydro- 
gen chloride and sulphate, 438. 

reactions, limits and velocities of, 

365. 

repulsion, 693. 

technological notes, 516. 

Cherry laurel, effect of cold on, 733. 
Chicory, estimation of, in coffee, 514. 
Chili potash saltpetre, 507. 

saltpetre for beets, 741. 

manure experiments with, 

507. 

Chloral, action of potassium cyanide on 
ammoniacal derivatives of, 102. 

hydrate, decomposition of, 293. 

dissociation of, 209. 

— - — heat of formation of, 293, 

604. 

on the heat of formation of 

gaseous, 434, 485. 

CMoralbenzaznide, action of potassium 
cyanide on, 103. 

Clilorides, volatile metallic, 604. 
Chlorine, behaviour of, at high tem- 
peratures, 214, 432. 

density of, at high temperatures, 

431. 

detection and estimation of, in 

presence of iodine and bromine, 509. 

estimation of, in grains and forage, 

285. 

estimation of, in must and wine, 

586. 

in carbon compounds, easy process 

detecting, 3^8. 

suggestion as to the constitution of, 
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offered by the dynamical theory of 
gases, 692. 

Chlorophyll, 63, 266, 660. 

analyses of, 661. 

crystallised, 894. 

from Eucalyptus globulus , 894. 

formation of, in the dart, 910. 

in epidermis of foliage of phanero- 
gams, 910. 

CHorophyllan, 63, 267, 894. 
Olloropurpuroo-chromium salts, 10. 
Ohloroxalallyline, 546, 547. 

Oholanic acid, 722, 723. 

relation of, to cholecamphoric 

acid, 722. 

Cholecamphoric aoid, 56. 

and its relation to cholanio 

acid, 722. 

Cholic acid, oxidation of, 55, 562, 722. 

oxidation-products of, 56. 

Oholoidanic aoid, 723. 

Choloidic acid, 66. 

Chromammonium compounds, 10. 
Chrome alum, 444. 

Chromium, estimation of, 188. 

estimation of, in steel, and in their 

alloys with iron, 288. 

monoselenide, 527. 

monosulphide, 527. 

oxychloride, 793. 

sequichloride, 793. 

sesquioxide, action of chlorine on, 

793. 

sesquiselenijjle, 527. 

sosquisulphide, 627. 

Chiysene, derivatives of, 263. 

tribromodinitro-, 268. 

Chrysocolla from Chili, analyses of, 97. 
Chrysoquinone, dibromo-, 263. 

dinitro-, 268. 

Churning, experiments on, 75. 
Cinchomeronic acid and its salts, 896. 
Cinchona alkaloids, behaviour of, with 
potassium permanganate, 895. 

the form in which they occur 

in the bark, 898. 

bark, 177, 328. 

■ — analysis of, 190. 

coto, 325. 

Oinchonic acid, constitution of, 410. 

oxidation of, 409. 

Cinchonidine, constitution of, 409. 

oxidation of, 409. 

Cinchonine, constitution of, 409. 

some derivatives of, 269. 

hydrochloride, action of phosphorus 

pentaehloride, and oxychloride on, 
673. 

Cinnabar deposits, genesis of, 221. 
Cinnamic aoid, metamido-, 168. 

metamido, hydrochloride, 163. 

— polymerised, 121. 


Cinnamic acids, monobromo-, 43. 

aldehyde, formation of, during 

fibrin-pancreas digestion, 469. 
Cinnamon, mineral constituents of, 360. 
Cinnamyltropelne and its salts, 715. 
Citrate of iron and quinine, analysis o£ 
68 . 

Citric acid, 877. 

synthesis of, 801. 

Clarifier for beer, new, 931. 

Clarke’s method for the separation of 
tin from arsenic and antimony, 289. 
Clay and loam, difference between, 823. 
Clay-soils, physico-chemical analysis of, 
511. 

Clpys, contributions to our knowledge of, 
155. 

Clearing action of Spanish earth, 517. 
Cleka or false thapsia, resin from, 
718. 

Clover, permanent pasture a substitute 
for, 499. 

red, composition of, 499. 

crops, effect of gypsum on the 

quantity and quality of, 185. 
Clover-seed, relation of the colour of, to 
its value, 134. 

Clover-sickness, 505. 

Coal, condition in which sulphur exists 
in, 708. 

estimation of ash in, 590. 

Coal-dust, influence of, in colliery ex- 
plosions, 439. 

Coal-gas, detection of, in earth, 684. 

of different qualities, heating 

powers of, 766. 

Coal mines, explosion in, due to carbonie 
anhydride, 220. 

Coal-tar, brown, products from, 263. 

solubility of some constituents 

of, 258. 

colours, new, 358. 

Cobalt, electrolytic estimation of, 583, 
751. 

estimation of, 287. 

new method of separating nickel 

from, 287. 

volumetric estimation of, 347. 

and nickel, detection of, in pre- 
sence of each other, 286. 

separation of iron from, 189. 

Cobalt-glance, 18. 

Cobalt-speiss, 13. 

Cobra poison, 490. 

Cobric acid, 491. 

Coca, 169. 

Cocaine, 169, 411. 

Coffee, adulteration of, with chicory, 
514. 

examination of, 353. 

“ Mogdad,” 936. 

Cold, effect of, on cherry laurel, 733. 
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Collidine, 480. 

from aldehyde, 54. 

Colliery explosions, influence of coal- 
dust in, 489. 

Colophene hydride, 669. 

Colophony in commercial oils, analysis 
of, 684. 

products of the distillation of, 898. 

Colouring matter, blue, from the action 
of paratoluenesulphonic chloride on 
dimethylaniline, 108. 

obtained by the action of 

sodium nitrite on tefcramethylpara- 
phenylenediamine, 111. 

’ containing sulphur from para- 

phenylenediamine, 110. 

from diamidotriphcnylme- 

thane, 662. 

from the action of ammonia 

on glyoxylic acid, 622. 

green, from dimethylaniline, 

636. 

new, 659. 

new, from orcinol, 551. 

of anguria and colycynth, 

267. 

of grapes and bilberries, 927. 

of the Caryophyllacese, 413. 

scarlet, from “ acid-yellow,” 

814. 

Colouring matters, action of infusorial 
earth on, 427. 

derived from resorcinol, manu- 
facture of, 426. 

foreign, in red wine, 191. 

from furfuraldehyde, 391. 

from phenols, 881. 

new coal-tar, 595. 

new, supplementary notice 

on, 640. 

obtained by the action of 

naphthol on diozoazobenzene, 664. 

obtained by the oxidation of 

di- and tetra-methylparaphenylene- 
diamine, 111. 

of plants, action of ozone on 

the, 58. 

produced by the action of 

diazo-compounds on phenols, 880. 

some new, 41, 551, 559. 

Colours, phenol-, new class of, 426. 
Colycynth, colouring matter of, 267. 
Comstock lode, heat of, 858. 

Concretions taken from an abscess in 
the jawbone of a horse, analysis of, 
333. 

Condensed milk, 926. 

Coniectionery, adultieration of, 422. 
Convolvulin,717. 

Copper, acetylenedicarboxylate, 160. 

* ammonium chloride, behaviour of, 

with ferrous sulphide, 12. 


Copper chromates, basic, 853. 

detection of, 924. 

distribution of, in the animal king- 
dom, 275, 565. 

electrolytic estimation of, 683. 

for roofing, valuation of, 826. 

— hydride, 299. 

normal presence of, in the plants 

which grow on the primordial rocks, 
494. 

Partes’ s method for estimating, 

phosphide, use of, in the refining 

of copper, 197- 

presence of, in food, 490. 

use of copper phosphide in tlio 

refining of, 197. 

cadmium, and zinc, separation of, 

748. 

Copper-pyrites intergrown with falilerz, 
855. 

Copper tin alloys, analogy between the 
conductivity for heat and the induc- 
tion balance effect of, 687. 

estimation of the specific elec- 
trical resistance of, 687. 

Com, most advantageous method of 
sowing, 181. 

Corundum, artificial production of, 
447. 

Cossaite, 533. 

Coto-barks and their characteristic in- 
gredients, 325. 

Cotogenin, 326. 

Cotoln, 326. 

tribromo-, 826. 

Cotone, dinitro-, 327. 

Cotton-seed cake as fodder, 500. 

— oil, detection of, in olive oil, 

925. 

Cows, milch, flesh-meal as fodder for, 
501. 

“Craie grise,” 198. 

Cream, composition of, from Do Laval’s 
cream separator, 780. 

butter, whole-milk butter compared 

with, 932. 

Creaming, experiments on, 75. 

Creatine compounds of the aromatic 
group, 803. * 

group, compounds belonging to, 

897. 

Creatinine group, compounds belonging 
to, 897. 

Cresol, nitroso-, 109. 

trinitro-, 109. 

Crops, four-yearly rotation of, 185. 
Crotonic acid, formation of, from allyl 
cyanide, 99. 

Crystalbumin, 816. 

Ciystalfibrin, 816. 

Crystallin, non-identity of the soluble 
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albuminoids of, with those of white of 
egg and serum, 816. 

Crystallographic constants of some ben- 
zene derivatives, 384. 

Crystals, step-like and skeleton-growth 
of, 529. 

Cumene, synthesis of, 384. 
Cumenesulphamides, 166. 
Cumenesulphonie acids, 166. 

Cumio aoid, crystalline form of, 549. 
Cumic alcohol, eymene from, 106. 
Cumidic acid, 479. 

Cuminoldehyde, 251, 467. 

- — — nitro-, and its derivatives, 251. 

— - oxidation of, 251. 

reduction of, 251. 

Cuminic acid, nitro-, 251. 

Cuminol and dimethylaniline, some 
compounds of the leuco-base from, 
640. 

Cuminuric acid, and its salts, 38. 

Cumol, a now, 166, 167. 
Cumophonolglyoollic acid and its salts, 
883. 

Cumophenols, 882, 883. 

Cumyl chloride, 107. 

Cupric oxide, oxidising action of, 82, 
Cuprous chloride (sic), heat of forma- 
tion of, 861. 

thermo-chemistry of, 208. 

Curd formation, 900. 

Curds, composition of, 934. 

Cuscamidine, 829. 

Cuscamine and its salts, 829. 

Oyanamide, action of formic and other 
acids on, 371. 

action of hydro xylamine hydro- 
chloride on, 370. 

— action of, on dimethylamine hydro- 
chloride, 233. 

action of phenol on, 370, 371. 

constitution of, 309. 

preparation of, 307. 

Cyanethine, 31. 

Cyanides, heat of formation of, 839. 
Cyanito, crystallisation of, 614. 

crystal-system of, 634. 

Cyanogen, amount of heat evolved on 
solution o£ in water, 435. 

heat of combustion of, 840. 

heat of formation of, 361, 840. 

Cyanomelamidine, 311. 

Cyanopropionic acid and its salts, 460. 
Cymatolite from Q-oschen' (Mass.), com- 
position of, 225. 

Cymene, action of iodine on, 463. 

behaviour of, in the animal organ- 
ism, 38. 

— from cumic alcohol, 106. 

— new, from light resin oil, S78. 

transformation of amylene and 

valerylene into, 710. 


Cymene, dibromo-, oxidation of, 682. 
Cymenecarboxylio acid, 168. 
Cymenesulphonamide, 107, 878. 

oxidation-produots of, 257. 

Oymenesulphonie acids, 878, 890. 


D. 

Date-palm, sugar from, 100. 

Datum, alkaloids of, 561 . 

Daturine, 481, 482. 

Daylight, measurement of the actinism 
of, 685. 

method for the continuous mea- 
surement of the intensity of, and of 
its application to physiological and 
botanical researches, 188. 

Delphinine, test for, 763. 

Density of bromine at high temperatures, 
432. 

of chlorine at high temperatures, 

431. 

of iodine at high temperatures, 

432, 433. 

some gases at a high temperature, 

434. 

of vapours which attack porcelain 

at a red heat, estimation of, 149. 

and refractive power, chemical 

constitution of organic compounds in 
relation to their, 295. 

Dooxolic add, 36. 

Dephosphorising materials, magnesium 
and calcium compounds as, 831. 

Desmine, 856. 

Dew, amount of, on plants, 493. 

Dextran, 90S. 

Doxtrosechloride - tetrasulphonic add, 
28. 

Diacetarnidofluorene, 814. 

Diacetonamiue, products of oxidation 
of, 101. 

Diaceto-phenolphthalin, 656. 

Dioceto-tetrabrom ophenolphthaleln, 

654. 

Diaceto-tetrabromophthalidin, 656. 

Diocetoxyldextrotartaric anhydride, 876. 

Diacetoxyl-pheuolphthaleXn, 653. 

Diaoetylquinol, 317. 

dinitro-, 317. 

Diacetylracemic anhydride, 877. 

Diacetyltetrabromophthalin, 655. 

Diallagite from Dun Mountain, near 
Nelson, New Zealand, analysis of, 857. 

Diallyl, constitution of, 370. 

Diallylcarbinol, methyl and ethyl ethers 
of, 372. 

oxidation of, 882. 

DiaHylmalonio add, 628. 
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Diallylmethylearbinol, formation of 
8-methyloxyglutaric acid from, 383. 
Diallyloxamide tetrabromide, 647. 
Dialysed iron, constitution and proper- 
ties of, 356. 

Diamido-azonaphthalene hydroohloride, 
715. 

Diamidotripheuylmefchane, 39. 
Diammonium pentanitro - diaz o - amido- 
monoxyhomofluoresceln, 552. 
Diamond, artificial formation of, 707. 

* hemihedry of, 854. 

Diamylbenzene, 107. 

Diamylene, hydrocarbon, C 10 Hi6, from, 
231. 

Diastase, 132, 562. 

action of, on starch, 132. 

action of, on starch in presence of 

hydrochloric acid or pure gastric j uice, 
330. 

action of, on starch-paste, 310. 

composition of, 176, 561. 

Diazoazobenzene, colouring matters ob- 
tained by the action of naphthol on, 
664. 

Diazobenzene, action of cyanogen com- 
pounds on, 316. 

Diazobenzenedisnlphonic acid, 806. 
Diozobenzene nitrate, bromo-, action of 
potassium cyanogen on, 41. 

sulphate or nitrate, action of po- 
tassium cyanide on, 41. 
Diazo-compounds, action of hydrocyanic 
acid on, 41. 

Diazohydroazohenzenesulphonio acid, 
808. 

Diazoparabenzenedisulphonio acid and 
its salts, 122. 

Dibenzyl, new method of forming, 259. 
Dibenzoyldextrotartaric anhydride, 876. 
Dibenzoyleupifctonie acid, 165. 
Dibenzoylhydrocotone, 327. 

dibromo-, 327. 

tetrabromo-, 327. 

Dibenzyl, action of chlorine on, 46. 

paradicbloro-, 46. 

Dibenzylamarine, 882. 

Dibenzylsulphone, 811. 

Dibutylamine, 546. 

Dibutyllactic add, 871. 
Dicampborilimide, 892. 

Dicalcium phosphate, 442. 
Dicarbopyndenic acid, 269. 
DichLoracetouio acid, 801. 
Dichlorethylamine, spontaneous decom- 
position of, 311. 

Diohlorhydrin, action of bromine on, 99, 
862. 

Dicot oin, 326. 

Dicyanamide, 237. 

Diethylacetic acid ? 376. 

Diethyl dextrotsrtrate, 876. 


Diethylenediphenyldiamine, dinitroso-, 

112 . 

Diethylened iphenylenetetram ine, 112. 
/9-Diethyl-ethylenelaetic acid, 382. 
Dietliylio ethylenesalicylate, 316. 
Diethylidenelactamic or a-imidopro- 
pionio acid, 313, 801. 
Dietbylphenyltetrazone, 248. 

Diethyls ulphone, 811. 

Diffusion experiments with acid solu- 
tions of mixtures of salts, 89. 

researches on, 526. 

Difurfurotolylenediamine, 391. 

Digallio add, action of sulphuretted 
hydrogen on, 551. 

Digestion in sheep, 484. 

of albuminoids, 484. 

of food by the horso when at work, 

414. 

Diglucose, 30. 

Diglycid, 29. 

Diheptene, 894. 

Diheptylacetic add, 814. 
Dihydrobenzophenone, 240. 
Diimidonapbthol hydrochloride, action 
of ortho- and para-toluidme on, 399. 
Dimethacry lie acid, new mode of form- 
ing, 624. 

Dimethoxyl - tetrethoxyl - pararosanilinc, 
250. 

Dimethyl amidoethylformate, 312. 

dextrotartrate, 876. 

racemate, 87 6. 

Dimethylacetic add, aroido- (amido- 
valeric acid), 101. 

Dimethylacrylic acid, 315. 
Dimethylamarine, 882. 

Dimethylamine hydrochloride, action of 
cyanamide on, 233. 

Dimethylaniline, action of benzoic anhy- 
dride on, 636. 

action of bromacetylbenzono on, 

639. 

action of a-naphthal cnesulphonio 

chloride on, 108. 

action of paratoluenesulphonic 

chloride on, 108. 

bromo-, 107. 

ferro- and ferri-cyanidos of, 98. 

nitroso-, 99. 

action of, on phenols which 

do not contain the methyl group, 162, 

parabromo-, 108. 

pentanitro-, 108. * 

preparation of, 802. 

and cuminol, some compounds of 

the leuco-base from, 640. 

and dimethylphenylenediamine, 

oxidation of a mixture of, 391. 
Dimethylaniline-phthaleXn, 41. 
Dimetbyl-dikatabutylethylene, 231. 
Dimetbylethylcarbamine, 546. 
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Dimothyl-ethyl-carbmol, heat of com- 
bustion of, 787. 4 

Dimethylguanidine, 288. 

Dimethylio methylpyrogallate, 249. 
Dimetliylmetatoluidine, aotion of bro- 
maoetylbenzene on, 689. 

bromo-, 109. 

derivatives, 109. 

dinitro-, 109. 

nitro-, 109. 

nitroso-, constitution of, 386. 

hydrochloride of, 109. 

Dimethylnaphthylamine, 818. 
Dimethylparaphenylenediamine, action 
of bromine on, 110. 

ethoxamate, action of nitrous acid 

on, 110. 

colouring matters obtained by the 

oxidation of, 111. 

derivatives, 110. 

Dimethylphenylenediamine and dime- 
thylaniline, oxidation of a mixture of, 
891. 

Dimethylphenylglyeorine or phenyl- 
betaine, 162. 

Dimethylpropionic acid, amido- (ami- 
dobutyric add), 101. 
Dimethylpyrroline, 404. 
Dimethylsulphanilic add, salts of, 82 L. 
Bimethyltoluidines, ferro- and fern- 
cyanides of, 98. 
Dimethyltolylenediamine, 109. 

oxidation of, 886. 

Dimethyltriamidobenzene, 110. 
j8-Dimphthylamine, 813. 
Dinaghthylketone, vapour-density of, 

Dioctyh 229. 

Diootvlaoetio add and its salts, 628, 
872. 

Dioctylacetone, 872. 

Dicotylmalonio add, 628. 
Diorcoxydiacetic add and its salts, 893. 

adds, mononitro-, two isomeric, 

394. 

Diorite from Diez in the Rupbachthal, 
Nassau, analysis of, 857. 
Diorthotolylguanidine, j5-dicyano-, hy- 
drochloride of, 803. 
Dioxethylmethylene, 307. 
Dioxybenzhydiol, 668. 
Dioxybenzopbenone and some of its salts, 
646. 

Dioxybenzopbenone, tetrabromo-, 657. 
Dioxyfumaric add, pure, preparation 
of, 888, 

a-Dioxyphenylanthranol, 656. 
Dioxytriphenyhnethane-carboxylic acid, 
654. 

Diphenio add, /3-dinitro-, and its salts, 
814. 

- anhydride, 812. 

VOL. XXXVIII. 
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Diphenio anhydride, compound of, with 
resorcinol, 812. 

phthaleln of, 812. 

chloride, 812. 

Diphenol, oxidation of, 250. 

tetrabromo-, oxidation of, 648. 

preparation of, 643. 

— - — tetrachloro-, preparation of, 644. 
Diphenolquinone, tetrabromo-, 643. 

tetrachloro-, 644. 

Diphenyl^ 262. 

amido-disulphydrate, 891. 

disulphydrate, 477. 

disulphide, 476. 

Diphenyl-paramido-parasulphydrate hy- 
drochloride of, 890. 

sulphide, 476. 

sulphocyanide, 477. 

sulphur-derivatives of, 476. 

DiphenyJaldehyde, 118. 

Diphenylamine, 813. 

Diphenylamine blue, 76. 

Dipheuylarsinic add and its Balts, 397. 
Diphenylarsenious chloride, 396. 
Diphenylcarbinol, 559. 

— ethyl and amyl ethers of, 558, 
559. 

Diphenylcarbinolcarboxylio add, di- 
chloro-, 654. 

Diphenyldibromomethane, 558. 
Diphenyldiimidonaphthol, 399. 
Diphenyldimethylamidosulphone, 108. 
Diphenyldisulphacetic add, 477. 
Diphenyldisulphamide, 477. 
Diphenyidisulphonio chloride, 477. 
Diphenylethane, 260. 
Diphenylethylarnine, 242. 

hydrochloride, 241. 

Diphenylethylene, unsymmetrical, 158. 
Diphenyl mercaptan, 476. 
Diphenybnethane, action of bromine on, 
558. 

tetramethyldiamido-, 40. 

Diphenylmethyl acetate, 559. 
Diphenylmonobromomefchane, 558. 

action of water on, 559. 

Diphenylmonosulphaceiic add, 477. 
Diphenylmonosulphamide, 476. 
Diphenylmonosulplxinio acid, 477- 
Diphenylmono- and di-sulphonic adds, 
nitro-derivatives of, 890. 
Diphenylmonosulphonic chloride, 476. 
Diphenylphthalide, 650. 

anthracene derivatives of, 651. 

conversion of, into phenolphtbaletn, 

652. 

derivatives of, 650. 

diamido-, 652. 

dichloro-, or chloride of phenol- 

phthaleln, 654. 

dinitro-, 652. 

Diphenylpropane, synthesis of, 259. 

3 
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Diphenylsulphone, 476. 

D iphenylthiacetic acid, amido-, 890. 
Diphenyltbiohydantoin, formula of, 45. 
Diphenylene ketone, 812. 

dinitro-, reduction of, 814. 

— — mono- and di-nitro-, 814. 

Diphenylenetetone-carboxylic acid, 401. 

nitro-, 401. 

Dipropionylquin ol, 817. 

Dipropyl dextrotartrate, 876. 
|5-Dipropyl-etbylpielactic acid, 382. 
Distillery material, seeds of the com 
cockle as, 501. 

Dispersion, table of the coefficients of, of 
organic compounds, 781. 

Distyrene, 121. 

DisnLphonilic acid and its salts, 122. 
Dithionic acid, basicity of, 5. 
Ditolylamine, acetometa-, 714. 

nitro-para-, 714. 

para- and meta-, 714. 

Dog biscuit, examination of, 886. 

Double salts, existence of, in solution, 
32. 

Drink, adulteration and examination of, 
422. 

JDrosera, nutrition of, 820. 

Drosera intermedia, acid of, 36. 

Drugs, testing, 71. 

Dry matter, increase of, in several agri- 
cultural plants during growth, 416. 
Dualin, 596. 

Duboisia, alkaloid of, 561. 

Duboisine, 675. 

Dust showers of Sicily and Italy, pre- 
sence of iron in, 709. 

Dye-stuffs, a new series of, 474. 

of the rosaniline group, 390. 

two, from metamtrodiamido- 

triphenylmethane, 663. 

two new, 717. 


E. 


Earth, detection of coal-gas in, 684. 

Earthenware goods, contributions to our 
knowledge of, 155. 

Earths of the yttria-group, spectra of, 7. 

rare, magnetic properties of the 

oxides of, 839. 

and their salts, molecular 

heats and molecular volumes of, 838. 

Eclogite, composition of, 16. 

Edible earth from Japan, analysis of, 
702. J 

Effluent water, industrial, injurious 
effect of, on soils and plants, 497. 

Bkabor, or ekaboron, 8, 851. 

Electric arc, alternating currents, and 
the electromotive force of, 783. 


Electric arc, formation of hydrocyanic 
acid in, 23. 

temperature of, 206. 

— discharge of the chloride of silver 
battery, 203. 

• lamp, smoke of, 81. 

Electrical discharges, phosphorescence 
produced by, 204. 

— resistance of certain copper-tin 
alloys, estimation of, 687. 

Electricity, atmospheric, 783. 

influence of, on the growth of 

plants, 909. 

direct transformation of radiant 

heat into, 838. 

Electro-brass plating, 425. 
Electro-capillary thermometer, 205. 
Electrolysis, oxidation of alcohols by, 24. 
Electro-optic observations on various 
liquids, 599. 

Elements, magnetic properties of, and 
Mendelejeff’s periodic law, 206. 

solid, specific heat and expansion 

of, 783. 

some general relations between the 

chemical mass of, and the heat of for- 
mation of their compounds, 688. 
EUagene, 394. 

Ellagic acid, constitution of, 43. 

JElodea canadensis , nutritive value of, 
500. 

Emetine, 720. 

Emplectite, 222. 

Enamelled cast-iron vessels, 883. 

JEpema falcata, 168. 

Epichlorhydrin, action of bromine on, 
457. 

action of nitric acid on, 32. 

action of sodium on, 457. 

constitution of, 457. 

derivatives, 29. 

Epicyahhydrin, 544. 

Epidote, crystal forms of, 534 
Epihydrm acetate, 29. 

alcohol, 29. 

Erbia, researches on, 6. 

two new elements in, 7. 

Erbium, 157. 

Eruptive rocks in the Saar and Moselle 
districts, 537. 

Eiythrocepaleln, 720. 

Erythropliyll, 53. 
Erythroxyanthraquinone, 654. 
Erythroxyline, 169. 

JErythroxylon coca , 411. 

Esparto fibre, chemistiy of, 666. 
Essential oil of Yerba mausa , 721. 

oils, examination of, 201. 

limited oxidation of, 51. 

Ethane, halogen derivatives of, 228. 

vapour-tensions of the halogen 

derivatives of, 618. 
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Ethane, chlorpentabrom-, 228. 

a-diehlorotetrabrom-, 228. 

hcxbrom-, 228. 

pentabrom-, 228. 

— tetrabrom-, 228. 

Ethanes, tetrabrom-, 98. 
Ethonylamidophenyl mercaptan, 889, 

885. 

Ethenyldibromophenyldiamine, 684. 
Ether, detection of water in, 679. 
Ethereal acetates, preparation of, 104 

nitrates, explosive, estimation of 

nitrogen in, 355. 

oil from the Californian bay tree, 

670. 

from paracoto bark, 328. 

— — Origanum, hirtum , 112. 

oils, chemistry of, 125. 

salts of nitnc and nitrous acids, 

ultra-violet absorption spectra of, 202. 
Ethoxybutyric add, 99. 

Ethoxyisobutyric add, 871. 
Ethoxynitrotoluic acid, 247. 
Ethoxyphenylaoetio acid, 252. 
Ethoxyterephthalic acid, 247. 
Ethoxytoluic acid, 247. 

Ethyl acetate, preparation of, 541. 

acetyltetracarbonate, 629. 

— alcohol, some properties of mix- 
tures of, with methyl ‘Cyanide, 524. 

allylmalonate, 628. 

— amidoethylfonnate, 812. 

azobenzenesulphonate, 805. 

benzylmethylmalonate, 628. 

bromophenylamidoacetate, 635. 

camphoronates, action of ammonia 

on, 669. 

carvacrolglycollate, 889. 

cholanate, 722. 

j8-chlorbutyrate, action of aniline 

on, 462. 

chlorocarbonate, action of, on the 

amines, 311. 

deoxidate, 37. 

• derivatives of phenylhydrazine,242. 

disBylmaionate, 628. 

dibromophenylallophanate, 633. 

dih eptyla ceto acetate, 814 

dinitrophthalate, 478. 

dioctylacetoacetate, 872. 

— dioctylmalonate, 628. 

— - diphenylmonosulphonate, 477. 

— ethylmethylm&lonate, 627. 

heptylacetoaoetate, 313. 

iodide, influence of, on germination, 

915. 

— iodoaoetate, action of ethyl iodide 
on, 541. 

isobutybnalonate, 628. 

isochlorobutyrate, action of potash 

on, 870. 

— isopropylmalonate, 627. 


Ethylmercaptides of mercury and lead, 
behaviour of, at high temperatures, 
796. 

Ethyl metadinitrobenzoate, 471. 

monobrom-a-naphtholate, 260. 

monobromobuty rate, action of finely 

divided silver on, 542. 

monochlorisobutylmalonate, 629. 

monochlormalonate, 629. 

nitracetate, preparation of, 82, S3. 

nitro-orthobromobenzoate, 119. 

nitropropionate, preparation of, 

83. 

nitrosobenzylmalonate, 629. 

nitrosomalonate, 629. 

octylacetoacetate, 871. 

orthobromobenzoate, 119. 

paranitrophenylacetate, 120. 

racemate, 

suberates, two isomeric, 542. 

sulphate, 28. 

neutral, preparation of, 797. 

thiobenzenesulphonate, 812. 

thiocyanopropionate, 312. 

thymoglycollate, 889. 

Ethylallophanic add, ether of, 384 
Ethyl-amido-a-caproio add, 543. 
Ethylamine, 169. 

action of mercuric chloride on, 

159. 

thermo-chemistry of, 787. 

campliorate, action of phosphorus 

pentackloride on, 548. 

diehlor-, 233. 

spontaneous decomposition of, 

311. 

hydrochloride, decomposition of, 

by heat, 30. 

Ethylamines, action of ethyl chloride on. 

Ethylbenzene, limited oxidation of, 469. 

synthesis of, 463. 

Ethylcarbazol, 660. 

compound of, withpicrie acid, 660. 

Ethylcarbazoline, 660. 

iodide, 660. 

Efchylchloroquinoline, 407. 

Ethyleitrio acid, 877. 

Ethylcrotonic acid, 875. 

brom-, 375. 

— dibrom-, 876. 

Ethyleumols, 167. 

Ethyl diacetonamine, 868. 

Ethylene chlorobromide, direct forma- 
tion of, 456. 

chlorotribrom-, 228. 

derivatives of phenol and salicylic 

add, 316. 

dibrom-, constitution of, 158. 

fluobor-, 230. 

halogen derivatives of, 228. 

8*2 
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Ethylene, iodide, 641. 

iodopicrate, 619. 

nitrodibrom-, 114. 

perbhlor-, action of oxygen on the 

oxy-derivatives of, 231. 
Ethvlenedipara- and ortho-nitroplienol, 
3i6. 

Ethylenediphenyldiamine, preparation 
of, 112. 

Ethylenediphenyld iamines, action of 
nitrous acid on, 112. 
Ethylenediphenyldinitrosamine, 112. 
Etbylenediphenylsulphone, 811. 
Ethylenedisalioylic acid, 317. 
Ethylenefluoborio add, 28. 

Ethylenic glycol, heat of combustion of, 
604. 

Ethylliydrocarbostyril, 406. 
Ethylidenomine silver sulphate, 234. 
Ethylidene bromiodide, 456. 

chloriodide, 466. 

monethylate, 24. 

Ethylmethylacetic acid, 628. 
Ethylmefchylmalonic add, 627- 
Ethylnitrolic acid, 712. 
Ethylparatolylsulphone, 811. 
Ethylphenol, ortho-, 39. 
Ethylphenylhydrazine, symmetrical, 
243. 

Ethylphenylsulphone, 810. 
Ethylpropylene, 376. 

Etliylpyrideue, 269. 

Ethylpyrrol, formation of, from ethyl 
sucdnimide, 680. 

/S-Ethylqtdnoline, 407. 

Eucalyptus globulus, chlorophyll from, 
894. 

Eugenol, action of, on monochloracefcie 
add, 398. 

Eugenoxyacetic add, 393. 

Eupittone, 249. 

Eupittonio add, 164, 249. 

dibenzoyl-, 165. 

homologue of, 250. 

Expansion of butter, lard, fats, Ac., co- 
efficients of, 70. 

of liquid and solid bodies, 83. 

of liquid carbon compounds, 784. 

of the solid elements, 783. 

Explosion in a coal mine due to car- 
bonic anhydride, 220. 

Explosives, researches on the decompo- 
sition of, 780. 

for blasting, especially nitroglyce- 
rine, 595. 

Eye, action of dehydrating agents on the 
crystalline lens of; 333. 


F. 

lW3owin& 786. 


Farm -without stable manure, thirty- 
eighth year of, 741. 

Fat, amount of, in milk, 330. 

— estimation of, in fodder, 762. 

in milk, 761, 828. 

formation of, in the growth of 

fungi, 837. 

supposed conversion of albumin 

into, in the ripening of Roquefort 
cheese, 835. 

table of the absorption of, in the 

human intestinal canal, 564. 

Fats, coeffidents of expansion of, 70. 

saponification of, 762. 

separation of, from soaps, 587. 

specific gravities of, 70. 

various, amount of glycerol libe- 
rated on saponification or, 762. 
Fattening of animals, 173. 

Fatty aoids, action of phenols on halo- 
gen-derivatives of, 892. 

crude, the aoids which are 

formed by the distillation of, in a 
current of superheated steam, 540. 

lower, decomposition of the 

substitution-products of, by water, 
379. 

nitrated, preparation of, 88. 

saponifiable, analysis of, 684. 

oils, analysis of, 684. 

Feeding experiments with pigs, 415, 
724. 

value of some manufacturers’ waste, 

183. 

Feeding-cakes, effect of, on milk produc- 
tion, 725. 

Feeding stuffs, analyses of, 343. 

Felspars containing barium, strontium, 
and lead, artificial production of, 
449. 

Felspar in the basalt from the Uolien 
Hagen, near Gottingen, 614. 
“FerBravais,” 792. 

Ferment, digestive, produced during 
panification, 776. 

Fermentation, acetous, influence of boric 
add on, 819. 

accompanied by formation of hy- 
drogen sulphide, 182. 

alcoholic, 276, 277. 

amount of yeast formed during, 

728. 

changes effected by, in the nitro- 
genous constituents of sweet mash. 
357. 

chemical changes in nitrogenous 

substances during, 728. 

frothy, 518. 

influence of air on, 819. 

influence of, on the nitrogenous 

constituents of potato mash, 819. 

influence of oxygen on, 908. 
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Fermentation, lactic, 818. 

of beet-root sap obtained by dif- 
fusion, 931. 

of glucose, 863. 

of molasses, 981. 

— quick, apparatus for, 518. 

sohizomycetic, 819. 

surface-, of potato mash, 518. 

theory of nitrification, 909. 

produced in preparing syrups from 

beet- juice by diffusion, 519. 

Fermented liquors, table of the points 
of congelation of various, 524. 
Ferments, hydrolytic, of the pancreas 
and small intestine, 903. 

starch-altering, in plants, 334. 

unorganised, in plants, 175. 

Feme hydrate, colloidal, 792. 

Ferrous iodide, action of potassium 
chlorate on, 704. 

estimation of, 749. 

oxide, estimation of, in presence of 

organic acids or sugar, 583. 

salts, absorption of nitrogen di- 
oxide by, 9. 

sulphide, behaviour of copper- 

ammonium chloride with, 12. 
Feuerblende, 304. 

(Bittdngerite) from Chafrarcillo, 

856. 

Fibrinogen, 172. 

Fibrin-pancreas digestion, formation of 
cinnamic aldehyde during, 469. 

Field beans, manuring of, 669. 

Fig-tree, a digestive ferment of the juice 
of, 728. 

Filtering and filter-paper, 678. 
Filter-paper and filtering, 578. 

Fir, mineral constituents of, 843. 

Fishes, injury to, by -waste liquids, 490. 
Flames, thermal absorption and emission 
of, 206. 

“ Flashing ” in assays of gold, 693. 
Flavo-purpurin, detection of, 424. 

Flax seed capsules and stems, ash ana- 
lyses of, 343. 

Flesh-meal as fodder for milch cows, 
501. 

Flour, adulteration of, 422. 

Fluid meat, nutritive value of, 904. 
Fluoborethylene, 230. 

Fluoranthene, a new hydrocarbon from 
coal-tar, 400. 

Fluorene, preparation of, from fiuorenio 
acid, 402. 

diamido-, 814. 

Fluorenic acid and its salts, 401. 
Fluorescence in the anthracene series, 
665. 

Fluorine, analysis of organic compounds 
containing, 61. 

< compounds of uranium, 853. 


Fodder, analysis of materials used for, 
183. 

beet residues as, 734. 

cotton-seed cake as, 500. 

estimation of albuminoids andnon- 

albuminoidal nitrogen-compounds in- 
various kinds of, 764. 

estimation of fat in, 762. 

estimation of proteids in, 588w 

for calves, cacao rind as, 502. 

for cattle, spent hops as, 502. 

for milch cows, flesh-meal as, 501. 

influence of lactic acid in, 905. 

influence of, on the quantity and 

quality of milk-fat, 184. 

influence of, on the secretion of 

milk, 907. 

new plant for, 183. 

seeds of the corn cockle as, 501. 

spent hops as, 344. 

Symphytum asperrimum as, 735. 

value of acorns as, 917. 

Fog, dry, 439. 

Food, absorption of, 414. 

adulteration and examination of,. 

422. 

presence of copper in, 490. 

Foods, tinned, analysis of various,, 594. 
Forage, estimation of chlorine in, 285. 
Forest trees, amount of nitrogen in, 
506. 

Forests, influence of, on the rainfall, 
737. 

Formic acid, anhydrous and hydrated, 
vapour-density of, 868. 

electrolysis of, 27. 

oxidation of, by ammoniacal 

cupric oxide, 235. 

synthesis of, 460. 

synthetical formation of, 374. 

Formobromanilide, 634. 

Fowl's dung, composition of, 845. 
Freezing mixtures, 602, 687. 

point of water, lowering of, by 

pressure, 845. 

Fruit juices, detection of salicylic add 
in, 352. 

of different ages, behaviour 

of, with reagents, 354. 

Froit trees, manures for, 506. 

Fruits, new method of estimating the 
air space in, 189. 

nutritive value o£ 733. 

ripening of, 178. 

Fuel, burning of, in house stoves, 145. 
Fumario add, action of iodine on the 
silver salt of, 801. 

Fume condensing, new process of, 146. 
Fungi, formation of fat in the growth 
of, 837. 

Furfuraldehyde, 798. 

colouring-matters from, 891. 
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-Furforamidobenzoic acid, 392. 
Eurfuraue or tetraphenol, 663. 

!F uifarobenzidine, 392. 

Furil, 798. 

action of potash on, 798. 

dibromo-, 798. 

oetobromide, 798. 

Euroin, 798. 

lusel oil, bases from, 284. 

-Fusing points of organic substances, new 
method of determining, 419. 


G. 

Gadolinifce, the new metals of, 611. 
Galena, estimation of silver in, 748. 
Galenobismuthite, 14. 

Galeopsis tetrahit, ash analysis of the 
hay of, 343. 

Gallic acid, condensation-products of, 
394. 

\Galvanio couple, new, 149. 

current, application of, in analy- 
tical chemistry, 282. 

experiments (platinum bases), 

300. 

polarisation, 837. 

Gannerite, analysis of, 771. 

Gas from the £ago di Naftia, or Lago 
del Palici, near Etna, analysis of, 346. 
oxidation of sulphur in, on com- 
bustion, 356. 

Gas-liquors, extraction of ammonium 
thiocyanate from, 358. 

Gas-pipes, peculiar changes in, 198. 
Gaseous mixtures, compression of, 604. 
Gases, absorption of, by liquids, 625. 

absorption of, by wood charcoal, 

and charcoal saturated with liquid, 
526. 

action of, on seeds, 280. 

acid, effect of, cm vegetation, 496, 

1497. 

estimation of carbonic anhydride 

•in, 673. 

* evolved in the manufacture of sul- 

phuric add, estimation and testing of, 
746, 746. 6 

from Bessemer converters, 769. 

injurious effect of, on soils, 497. 

- — ■ liquefaction o£ a lecture experi- 
ment, 866. 

motion produced by the diffusion 

of, 298. 

perfect, law of Dulong and Petit 

applied to, 83. 

relation between molecular weight 
and density of, 525. 

relative intensity of the spectral 

Knee of, 665* 


Gases, relative space occupied by, 87. 

solubility of solids in, 210, 693. 

Gasometric methods, 345. 

Geose, digestive power of, for cellulose, 
330. 

Geissospermino, and its salts, 675. 
Gelatin, action of hydrochlorio acid on, 
723. 

emulsion, 929. 

Germ-diffusion, rapidity of, in the air, 
515. 

Germination, influence of ethyl iodide 
on, 915. 

influence of salicylic acid and other 

bodies on, 335. 

Ginger, preparation of soluble essence 
of, 359. 

Glass, mirror, composition of various 
kinds of, 516. 

use of heavy spar in the manufac- 
ture of, 516. 

variations in the coefficient of ex- 
pansion of, 841. 

Gleditsckia glabra , composition of the 
kernels and husks of the seed of, 133. 
Globulin-substances in potatoes, 723. 
Glucinum, atomic weight of, 850. 

specific and atomic heat of, 850- 

specific heat and atomic weight of, 

792. 

Gluconic acid, and its salts, 795, 863, 
864. 

Glucose, 158. 

electrolysis of, 27. 

estimation of, 612. 

fermentation of, 863. 

inactive, 458. 

some properties of, 232. 

Glucosido from white mustard-seed, 
265. . 

Glucosides, complex, formation of, 126. 
Gluten, 482. 

Glyeerotnes, 426. 

Glycerin. See Glycerol. 

Glycerina cement, 428. 

Glycerol, action of baryta on, 712. 

amount of, liberated on tlio saponi- 
fication of fats, 762. 

electrolysis of, 25. 

estimation of, 757, 817. 

estimation of, in wine, 512. 

heat of combustion of, 604. 

influence of, on proteid tissue 

change, 817. 

influence of, on the decomposition 

of proteids in the animal body, 817. 

normal propyl alcohol from, 372. 

refractive indexes of, 757. 

some reactions of, 235. 

table of specific gravities of, 757. 

Glyceryl triacetate, preparation of, 312. 
GlydcUo add, or oxyacrylic add, 800. 
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Glycogen, action of the acids of the liver 
on, 906. 

Glycol, electrolysis of, 26. 

Glycollic acid, preparation of, 879. 

transformation of acetic acid 

into, 82. 

Glycolymonophenylguanidine, 802. 
Glycyrrhetin, 671. 

G-lycyrrhizic acid, aotion of dilute sul- 
phuric acid on, 67l. 

Glycyrrhizin, 671. 

commercial ammoniacal, 671. 

G-lyoxylic acid, 621. 

aotion of alcoholic ammonia 

on, 622. 

action of aniline on, 622. 

action of sulphuretted hydro- 
gen on, 621. 

Gold, cupelled, influence of superfusion 
on the molecular arrangement of, 773. 

“ flashing* * in assays of, 693. 

estimation of, by quartation with 

cadmium, 679. 

native, 707. 

oxidation of, by galvanio action, 

168. 

ohloride, reduction of, by hydrogen 

in presence of platinum, 706. 

Grain, estimation of the value of, 694. 
Grains, estimation of chlorine in, 286. 

from malt, composition of, 148. 

Grape, Biseling, mineral constituents of, 
342. 

Grape-must, influence of varying pres- 
sures on, 368. 

Grapes, colouring matter of, 927. 

new method of ascertaining the 

ripeness of, 362. 

picking of, 617. 

— quantities of acid and sugar in, cut 
at various stages of their growth, 179. 

ripening of, 178, 336* 

Grass mowing, 498. 

nutritive value of, at various stages 

of growth, 329. 

Grass-seeds, amount of oil in, and its re* 
lation to their germination, 342. 
Grasses of meadows and pastures, rela- 
tion of , 498. 

Grey powder, mercuric oxide in, 930. 
Groenhartin, 267. 

Ground-nuts, influence of, on the pro- 
duction of milk, 487. 

Guanidine, an oxidation-product of albu- 
min, 413. 

dicyanodiorthotolyl-, 244. 

— a-dicyanotriorthotolyl-, 244. 

dimethyl-, 233. 

di- and tri-orthotolyl, 244. 

di- and tri-orthotolyloxalyl-, 244. 

thiocyanate, desulphuration of, 

$ 11 . 


Guanidine compounds, aromatic, 802. 
Guanidines, orthotoluidine-, and their 
cyanogen derivatives, 244. 

substituted, synthesis of, 243. 

“ Guano oristalizado,” 446. 

deposit of Mejillones, phosphates 

and boro-phosphates of magnesium 
and lime in, 446. 

en roche, 446. 

from the Island of Ichaboe, 506. 

nitric nitrogen in, 68 . 

Gum ammoniac, action of zinc-dust on, 
126. 

products of distillation of, 

with zinc-dust, 89. 

Gum arabio, commercial, comparative 
examination of the most important 
kinds of, 827. 

Gummite, 96. 

Gypsum, effect of, on the quantity and 
quality of clover crops, 185. 

in the manufacture of sugar, 

834. 


H. 

Hematoxylin, behaviour of, on destruc- 
tive distillation, 248. 
Hematoxylin-phthalein, 54. 

Haemoglobin and its compound with 
oxygen, 816. 

Hemoglobinuria, 817. 

Hair, human, action of hydrochloric 
acid on, 723. 

Hair-dyes, analyses of some, 772. 
Halogens, atomio refraction of, 782. 

mutual replacement of, 366. 

Haloid acids, action of, on the sulphates 
of mercury, 12. 

etherification of, 711. 

salts, behaviour of acid anhydrides 

with, in absence of oxygen, 437. 

oxidation of, 436. 

Hay, digestibility of, 916. 

influence of steaming on the diges- 
tibility of, 734. 

Norwegian, analyses of, 916. 

steamed, digestibility of, 498. 

Heat, analogy between the conductivity 
for, and the induction balance effect 
of copper-tin alloys, 687. 

decomposition of ethylamine hydro- 
chloride by, 80. 

developed on solution and that de- 
veloped on dilution with complex 
solvents, relation between, 208. ^ 

difference between the evolution of, 

during formation of sulphates or ni- 
trates, and of carbonates, 362. 
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Heat of combustion, apparatus for mea- 
suring, 1. 

— of cyanogen and hydrocyanic 

acid, 840. 

of glycerol, and of ethylenic 

glycol, 604. 

of some Isomeric fatty alcohols 

and of oenanthol, 787. 

of sulphur, 785. 

of the oxides of carbon, 785. 

of the principal gaseous hy- 
drocarbons, 786. 

Heat of decomposition of certain com- 
pounds of hydrogen peroxide, 602. 
Heat of formation of a hydrocarbon, 
840. 

aluminium sulphide, 528. 

ammonia, 207, 608. 

ammonium cyanide and sul- 
phide, 151. 

ammonium salts, 523. 

ammonium sulphides, 691. 

anhydrous nitrates, 82. 

— anhydrous sulphates, 82. 

carbonates, 82, 361. 

chloral hydrate, 298, 604. 

cuprous chloride (sic), 361. 

cyanogen, 861, 841. 

gaseous chloral hydrate, 434, 

435. 

hydrocyanic acid and cyanides, 

839, 840. 

* hydrogen persulphide, 691. 

magnesium sulphide, 523. 

nitrates, 522, 603. 

oxides of nitrogen, and of the 

nitrates, 82, 603. 

oxides and adds of nitro- 
gen, 82. 

oxides of carbon and several 

hydrocarbons, 785. 

oxides of nitrogen, 82, 522, 

603. 

— phosphine, 151. 

phosphine compounds, 150. 

potassium chlorate end chlo- 
ride, 89. 

potassium polysulphides, 690. 

salts of succinic add, 151. 

silicon sulphide, 523. 

— their compounds, relations be- 

tween the chemical mass of the ele- 
ments, and, 688. 

— — hydration of potassium polvsul- 
phides, 690. 

neutralisation of carbonic anhy- 
dride, 362. 

the Comstock lode, 858. 

vaporisation of sulphuric anhy- 
dride, 693. 

Heat^ solar, industrial utilisation of. 

? 66 . 


Heavy metals, behaviour of sulphuretted 
hydrogen with the salts of, 746. 

of the ammonium sulphide 

group, separation of, 188. 

spar, use of, in the manufacture of 

glass, 516. 

Helleboretin, 719. 

Helicin, action of metamidobenzoic add 
on, 126. 

Heliotrope, 615. 

Heptene, 893. 

Heptylacetio acid, 314. 

Heraclin, 914. 

Hexane, chlorination of, 158. 
Hexbromophenoquinone, 246. 

Hexenic add, 376. 

Hexhydroparaxylene, 892. 
Hexmethvlbenzene, 864. 
Hexnitromonoxy - homofluoresoeYn ni- 
trate, 552. 

High temperatures, determination of, 
509, 521, 526. 

Hippuric acid, formation of, in the ani- 
mal organism during fever, 716. 

source of, in the urine of 

herbivora, 173. 

Holmia, 7. 

Holmium, 7. 

Homatropine, 815. 

or ox^tolu^ltropelne, 410. 

* pierate, 410. 

Homocinchonidine, 270. 

Homoeosin, tetra- and hexa-bromo-, 
552. 

tri-iodo-, 552. 

Homofluorescefn, a new colouring mat- 
ter from orcinol and its salts, 651. 

hexanitro-, 552, 

Homofluoresoetnoyamic add, hexanitro-, 
552. 

Homoitaconic acid, 238. 

Homopyrroline, 404. 

Homotropeino and its salts, 715. 

Hops, comparative investigation of, 
417- 

spent, as fodder, 344, 602. 

wild Croatian, 428. 

Horn, action of hydrochloric acid on, 
723. 

Horse, digestion of food by, when at 
work, 414. 

beans, growth of, 567. 

fodder, ordinary, assimilation of, 

173, 

Horses, feeding of, with fleshmeol, 57. 
House stoves, burning of fuel in, 145. 
Human hair, action of hydrochloric add 
on, 723. 

Hyacinths, experiments on the growth 
of, 922. 

mineral constituents in, 68. 
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Hydradds, compounds of, with ammo- 1 
nia, 4. 

Hydracrylio acid, ehlor-, or liquid chloro- 
loctio acid, 800. 

Hydrastine, 170. 

Hydrazinbenzoio anhydride, 647. 
Hydrazines of the fatty series, 284. 
Hydrozobonzonedisulphonio acids and 
thoir salts, 806. 

Hydrazobonzenesulphonamide, 805. 
Hydrazobenzonesulphonic acid and its 
Balts, 808. 

diazo-compound of, 809. 

— dibromo-diazo-compound of, 

809. 

- _ tetrabromo-diazo-compound 

of, 809. 

acids, di- and tetra-brom and their 

salts, 808, 809. 

Hydrazophenetol, dinitro-, 466. 
Hydrazo-phenylethyl, symmetrical, 248. 
Hydrazotoluenesulphomc acid, 806. 
Hydrindigotin-sulphurie acid, 475. 
Hydriodio add, etherification of, 711. 

now method for preparing, 

89. 

Hydrobenzoin, compounds obtained 
from, by the action of dilute sul- 
phuric add, 116. 

anhydride, 117. 

chloride, 118. 

— — dichlorides, 115, 117. 

oxidation of, 117. 

reduction ot, 118. 

Hydrobenzoins, compounds of, 114. 

• physical isomerism of, 118. 

Hydrobromic add, new method for pre- 
paring, 89. 

Hydrooamphene, 669. 

Hydrocarbon, O^H^, 404. 

Oi 0 fli8, from diamylene, 281. 

- — OhHjq, 404. 

G 18 H 12 , derivatives of the quinone 

from, 665. 

Hydrocarbons, heat of formation of, 
840. 

gaseous, heat of combustion of the 

principal, 786. 

isomeric,, constitution of, 840. 

showing the absorption-bands of 

cymene, examination of, 202. 

transmitting continuous spectra, 

examination of, 201. 

Hydrocarbostyril, synthesis of the ho- 
mologues of, 406. 

Hydrochloric add, chemical equivalent 
of, 43a 

- — — density of, at a high tempera- 

ture, 434. 

detection of, by sulphuric 

add and potassium diohromate, 744. 

etherification of, 711. 
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Hydrochloric add, physioal constants 
of, 696. 

specific heat of concentrated 

solutions of, 207. 

Hypodilorin, 560. 

and its origin, 671. 

Hydrocynnamykcrylio acid, 407. 
Hydrocotoin, 327. 

dibrom-, 328. 

monobrom-, 828. 

Hydrocotone, 827. 

Hydrocyanaldine, 313. 

Hydrocyanic add, action of, on diazo- 
compounds, 41. 

formation of, in the electric 

arc, 23. 

heat of combustion and for- 
mation of, 840. 

heat of formation of, 839. 

and acetaldehyde ammonia, 

nitrils from, 313. 

Hydroethylerotonio acid, 376. 
Hydrofluoborie adds, two new, 28. 
Hydrofitzorosilicilic acid, crystallised, 
789. 

Hydrogen, allotropio modifications of, 
89. 

nascent, non-existence of, 2. 

purification of, 2. 

chloride, chemical equivalent of, 

438. 

ethyl sulphate, electrolysis of, 25. 

lines, new, 597. 

methyl sulphate, electrolysis of, 

25. 

peroxide, action of, on silver oxide 

and metallic silver, 441. 

action of, on the alcohols, 

28. 

action of potassium iodide on, 

606. 

compounds of, 602. 

decomposition of, in presence 

of alkalis and alkaline earths, 606. 

estimation of active oxygen 

in, 744. 

formation of, 847. 

formation of, by the action of 

mdst phosphorus on air, 699. 

i thermic relations of certain 

combinations of, with alkalis, 602. 

sulphate, chemical equivalent of, 

438. 

sulphide, fermentation accom- 
panied by formation of, 132. 
Hydrolytic ferments of the pancreas and 
small intestine, 903. 

Hydroparacoumaric acid, formation of, 
from tyrosine, 254. 

preparation of, by putrefac- 
tion of tyrosine, 649. 

Hydroquinone. See QuinoL 
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Hydrosorbic acid, 377. 

monobromo-j 377. 

structure of, 382. 

Hydroxethy lmetl lylacetie acid, 34. 
Hydroxyaurylic acid, 626. 
Hydioxyanthraqumone, dibrom-, consti- 
tution of, 658. 

Hydroxyazobenzene or plienyldiazoben- 
zene, 163. 

Hydroxybenzoic acid, para-, formation 
of, from sodium pbeuate, 43. 
Hydroxybenzoyltropeme, and its Balts, 
714. 

£-Hy droxyb utyric acid, amides and ani- 
lides of, 461. 

Hydroxybutyric anhydride, normal, 712. 
a-Hydroxybutyrocyamidme, 897. 
a-Hydroxybufcyrocy amine, 897. 
Hydroxycaproic acid, 377. 
a - Hy droxy ethylmethylacetic acid, 315. 
Hydroxylurfuranilme, 391. 

Hydroxy hy drosorbic aoid, 878. 
Hydroxyisobutylacetic acid, 629. 
Hydroxyi so bu tylf ormio acid, 35. 
Hydroxyisocaproic acid, internal anhy- 
dride of, 378. 

y-Hydroxyisophthalio acid and its salts, 
549. 

y-Hydroxyisophthalic acids, three iso- 
meric, table of properties of, 550. 
Hrdroxyisovaleronitril, 621. 
Hydroxylamine, conversion of, into 
nitrous and nitrio acids, 298. 

new method of forming, 4. 

preparation of, 297. 

HydroxyWion by direct oxidation, 165. 
Hydroxyphenylacetic acid, ortho-, and 
its salts, 266. 

Hydroxysuberic aoid, 543. 
Hydroxyvalerio acids, 314. 

Hygrine, 169. 

Hyoscine, 674. 

Hyoscinio acid, 674. 

Hyoscyamme, 411, 561, 674. 
Hyponitrites, new method of forming, 4. 
Hypoxanthine, formation of, from albu- 
minoids, 672, 897. 

Hyraeeum, 172. 


L 

Xmide chlorides, action of alcohols and 
phenols on, 557- 

Inudo-dimethylaceto - dimethylpropionic 
acid, 102. 

a-lmidopropionio or diethylidene-laota- 
mic acid, 313. 

a-ImMopropiomtril, 318. 

Indioan from urine, 46. 

Indigo-white, action of potassium pyro- 
KUphate on, 46. 


Indoxylsulphurio acid, 475. 

Indulin, manufacture of, 77. 

Infusorial earth, action of, on colouring- 
matters, 427. 

Intestinal canal, human, absolution of 
various alimentary materials in, 563. 
Intestine, small, hydrolytic ferments of, 
903. 

Iodic acid as a test for morphine, 68. 

non-production of ozone in 

the crystallisation of, 218. 

Iodine, behaviour of, at high tempera- 
tures, 488. 

density of, at high temperatures, 

432, 433. 

method for the detection and 

estimation of, in presence of chlorine 
and bromine, 285. 

titration of, by stable standard so- 
lutions, 285. 

vapour-density of, 606, 788, 846. 

industry, recent improvements in, 

195. 

vapour-density of, 695, 696. 

dissociation of, 696. 

Ipecacuanha, 720. 

Iridammonium, new salt of an, 13. 

Iron, dialysed, 769, 792. 

constitution and properties 

of, 356. 

direct separation from manganese, 

61. 

estimation of total carbon in, 751. 

influence of acetic acid on the 

separation of, as basic aoetate from 
manganese, zinc, cobalt, and nickel, 
289. * 

passive state of, 211. 

presence of, in the dust-showers of 

Sicuy and Italy, 709. 

presence of 'nitrogen in, 749. 

separation of, from manganese, 

143. 

separation of, from nickel and 

cobalt, 189. 

separation of, from uranium, 189. 

separation of phosphoric acid from, 

286. 

some analyses of, 73. 

dinitrosulphide, 217, 218* 

mtrosulpbooarbonato, 218. 

and manganese, new method of 

separating, 289. 

and phosphorus, separation of, 

74 . 

Iron-magnesia-micas, 225* 

Iron micas, 225. 

Iron ores, separation of silicic anhydride 
in the analysis of, 745. 

pyrites, magnetic, crystals of, 806. 

stoves, red-hot, evolution of car- 
bonic oxide from, 592. 
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Isatropic acid, action of chromic acid on, 

120 . 

action of sulphuric acid on, 

120 . 

destructive distillation of, 

121 . 

polymeride of, 121. 

Iserino from the Isergebirge, 369. 

Iserite from the Isergebirge, 369. 

Isoamyl alcohol, heat of combustion of, 

787. 

Isobenzoglycol, 802. 

diacetate, 802. 

Isobutaldehyde, action of ammonia on, 
620. 

action of potassium carbonate on, 

103, 538. 

polymerides of, 104. ' 

vapour-density of the viscous poly- 

meride of, 620. 

Isobutyl alcohol, heat of combustion of, 
787. 

cyanate, 228. 

group, constitutional changes in 

the molecule of, 229. 

hippurate, 870. 

— iodide, action of silver cyanate on, 
228. 

Isobutylhydroxymalonio add, 629. 
Isobutyric add, a-brom-, decomposition 
of, by water, 380. 

jS-brom-, 379. 

Isocaproic acid, brom-, 878. 
Isodinaphtliyl, 262. 

vapour-density of, 679. 

Isodiphenic add, and its methyl and 
ethyl salts, 401. 

Isodipyridene, 672. 

Isodurene, 37. 

— derivatives of, 37, 

monobrom-, 88. 

Isodurenesulpbonic acid and its salts, 37* 
Isodurio acids, a- and p-, 38. 
Isohydrobenzotn, compounds obtained 

from, by the action of dilute sulphuric 
acid, 116. 

— oxidation of, 115. 

anhydride, 117. 

oxidation of, 117. 

reduction of, 118. 

GS-hydrobenzoin) dichloride, 115. 

Isohydroxyvalerocyamidine, 897. 
Isohydroxyvalerocyamine, 807. 

Isoindole, preparation of, 659. 

vapour-density of, 660. 

Isomerism, physical, of hydro- and iso- 
hydro-benzoin, 118. 

Iso-pelletierine, 481. 

Isophthalophenone and its salts, 470. 

— reduction of, 471* 

a- and fl-diamido-» 471* 

a- and /3-dinitro-, 470. 
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Isoprene, action of haloid acids on, 323. 

bromides, 323. 

chlorides, 323. 

iodides, 323. 

Isopropyl alcohol, heat of combustion 
of, 787. 

Isopropylbenzoio acid, crystalline form 
of, 549. 

Isopropylmalonic acid, 627. 
Isopropylphenols, 167. 

Isopurpurin, detection of, 424. 
Isoterpene, bevoratory, 403. 

dichlorhydrate, 403. 

Isotributylene, 230. 

oxidation of, 230. 

Isotrichlorhydrin, 234. 

Isovaleronitril, amido-, 621. 


J. 

Jaborandi leaves, alkaloids of, 898. 
Jaborine, 898. 

Jalap, resinsucontained in, 717. 
JaJLapin,7l7. 

Jerusalem artichoke, carbohydrates from 
the tubers of, 619. 

Jervine, 170. 

Jusquiame, alkaloids of, 561. 

Jute, bleaching of, 200. 

fibre, chemistry of, 666. 


K. 

Karabuja, 616. 

Ketonic acids, synthesis of, 35. 
Kieselguhr, composition of, 695. 
Eoettstorfer’s process for butter ana- 
lysis, 69. 

Kynurio acid, 44* 


L. 

Lactic acid, amido-, 800. 

jS-bromo-, 800. 

chloro-, 627. 

— /j- chloro-, 644. 

influence of, in fodder, 905. 

liquid chloro-, constitution of, 

800. 

mannitol as bye-product in 

the formation of, from cane-sugar, 100. 

monoehloro-, 32, 160. 

nitre-, spontaneous oxidation 

of, 287. 

acids, amido-, 713. 

fermentation, 513. 
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Lactin, researches on, 468. . 
Lactobutyrometer, estimation of the fat 
in milk by, 352. 

Lactones, 378, 799. 

Laevulin, 619. 

Lapaehic acid, 267. 

crystalline form of, 548. 

Larches, effect of manures on growth of, 
509. 

Lard, coefficients of expansion of, 70. 
Laurie acid, 34. 

ketone from, 34. 

Laurie aldehyde, preparation of, 866. 
Laurite, artificial, 222. 

Laval’s separator, experiments with, 
933. 

Lavas, basaltic, of the Eifel, 19. 

of the volcanos of Ernici in the 

Yalle del Sacco (Rome), 226. 

Lavender, essence of, 50. 

Law of Dulong and Petit applied to per- 
fect gases, 83. 

Lead, action of water on, 766. 

analyses, 772. 

volumetric estimation of, 752. 

acetate, estimation of the acid in, 

189. 

ethyl mercaptide, behaviour of, at 

high temperatures, 796. 

fame, 146. 

piping, action of water on, 198. 

vinegar, estimation of the acid in, 

189. 

Leaves, amount of nitrogen in the under 
litter of, 506. 

influence of annual temperature on 

change of colour in, 910. 

influence of, on the production of 

sugar in the beet, 386. 

Lecithin in yeast, 816. 

Lecture experiments, 212, 846, 924. 
Legumes, growth of, 567. 

Lentil vetch, culture of, 50Q. 

Lepidolite (lithia-mioa), 533. 
Lepidomelane, 533. 

Leucanfline, synthesis of, 640. 

Leucine in potatoes, 342. 

Leueite, cjrysfcal-system of, 16. 

incipient crystalline forms of, 448. 

Leucitophyr, artificial production of, 
identical with the crystalline lavas of 
Yesuvius and Sorama, 448. 

Leuco-base from cumin ol and dimethyl- 
aniline, some compounds of, 640* 
Leuconot&oc magenierriktes, 909. 
Leuootin, 326. 

dibromo-, 326. 

— tetrabromo-, 326. 

Levulose, compound of, with lime, 539. 
Library bindings, deterioration of, 836. 
light, effect of, on chemical compounds, 


Light, influence of, on beer, 200. 

on the growth of forest trees, 

566. 

on the growth of plants, 

57. 

Lightfoot black, 76. . 

transferring, from one fibre 

to another, 75. 

Ligneous Papilionacese, chemical ex- 
amination of, 785. 

Lime, action of, on silica in mortar, 
216. 

on solutions of sugar, 834. 

in plant-life, 568. 

and phosphates and boro-phos- 
phates in the guano deposit of Mejil- 
iones, 446. 

salts, absorption of, by the animal 

system, 725. 

Limestones, separation of silicic anhy- 
dride in the analysis of, 745. 
Linaloes-wood, 428. 

Lintonite and other forms of thomsonite, 
535. 

Liquid, condensation of, at the wet sur- 
face of a solid, 363. 

for the preservation of botanical 

preparations, 596. 

bodies, absolute expansion of, 88. 

Liquids, action of, on seeds, 280. 

determination of the specific 

gravity of, 419. 

diffusion of, 864. 

electro-optic observations on, 599. 

motion produced by the diffusion 

of, 293, 

new method of taking the specific 

gravity of, 743. 

putrefying, chemical composition of 

bacteria in, 176. 

specific gravity of, 61. 

thermo-electric properties of, 

431. 

Lithia-micas, 224. 

Lithium, estimation of, as orthophos- 
phate, 581. 

occurrence of, in rocks, sea-water, 

&c., 17. 

chloride, combinations of, with 

alcohols, 310. 

phosphates, 581. 

ultramarine, preparation of, 367. 

— and aluminium, new silicates of, 
447. 

Lithobilic acid, 270. 

Lithofellates, 131. 

Lithofellic acid, 131. 

Lithofracteur, 596. 

Lithology, some points in. II. Compo- 
sition of the capillary volcanic glass of 
Eilanea, Hawaii, called P616’s hair, 
536. 
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Liver, action of the acids of, on glycogen, 
906. 

— formation of sugar in, 905. 

nature of the sugar in, 866. 

Livingstonito, 95. 

Loam and day, difference between, 
823. 

Lupine, yellow, cultivation of, 736. 

seeds, as a manure, 507. 

Lupines, alkaloids in, 57, 416. 

cleansing, 820, 935. 

poisoning of sheep by, 57, 916. 

Lujpinus luteus , alkaloid of, 416. 


M. 

Magnesia-iron-mioas, 225. 

Magnesia-micas, 225. 

Magnesium chloride, combinations of, 
with alcohols, 310. 

crystalline form of, 611. 

oxide, action of sulphurous anhy- 
dride on, 606. 

phosphates and boro-phosphates in 

the guano deposit of Mejillones, 446. 

— platinoohloride, solubility of, in 
alcohol, 578. 

platinocyanide, dichroio fluores- 
cence, 598. 

sulphide, heat of formation of, 

623. 

and calcium compounds as refrac- 
tory and dephosphorising materials, 
831. 

Magnetic iron pyrites, crystals of, 806. 

— sand, 615. 

Magnetic properties of the elements, 
and Mendelejeffs periodic law, 
206. 

Magnetite, 95. 

Maize, amount of sugar in, 594. 

composition of, 183, 499. 

sugar from the stems of, 834. 

Malachite green, constitution of, 
655. 

Maleic add from a-dibromopropionic 
acid, 874. 

from dichloraeetio add, 35. 

Malic add, from a-dibromopropionio 
add, 374. 

- inactive, 462. 

- action of iodine on the silver 
salt of, 801. 

ordinary, inversion % of the 

optical rotation of, 629. 

Maibnio add, electrolysis of, 462. 

— nitroso-, 629. 

— - . preparation of, 801. 

Malt examination, 922. 


Malt, extraction of, 833. 

testing, 71. 

undried, application of, in the pre- 
paration of yeast, 200. 

combings a source of yeast, 518. 

adulteration of, 777. 

extract in beer mash, 776. 

Malto-dextrin, 311, 866. 

Maltose, changes which it undergoes in 
• the animal organism, 678. 

in beer mash, 776. 

Mamao wax, 129. 

Mandarin orange, composition of the 
asheB of the trunk, leaves, and fruit 
of, 915. 

Mandelic add, 645. 

Manganese, chemical composition of the 
hydrated oxides of, 849. 

direct separation of, from iron, 

61. 

— estimation and separation of, 
141. 

- occurrence of, in Nordmark’s mine, 
Wermland, 15. 

precipitation of, by oxidising 

agents, 143. 

separation of iron from, 143. 

Yolhard’s permanganate method of 

titrating, 585. 

volumetric estimation of, 347. 

binoxide, composition and analysis 

of, recovered in the Weldon process, 
628. 

oxides, spontaneous oxidation of, 

with reference to manganese-recovery 
process, 368. 

garnet, 856. 

nodules from the bed of Pacific 

Ocean, 16. 

recovery process, spontaneous oxi- 
dation of manganese oxides with re- 
ference to, 78, 368. 

and iron, new Wethod of separat- 
ing, 289. 

Manganite, 14. 

Manganous acid, Gforgeu’s, 219. 

oxides, spontaneous oxidation of, 

with reference to the manganese- 
recovery process, 73, 868. 

Mannitol as bye-product in the forma- 
tion of lactic acid from cane-sugar, 
100 . 

electrolysis of, 26. 

Manoury’s method of desugarisxng mo- 
lasses, 357. 

Manufacturers’ waste, feeding value of 
some, 183. 

Manure, artificial, best mode of apply- 
ing, to potatoes, 824. 

beet-sugar refuse as, 74i2. 

experiments with rye, wheat, and 

oats, 738. 
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Manure experiments with superphos- 
phate and Chili saltpetre, 507. 

— — influence of, on potato disease, 
and starch in potato, 915. 

- ■ lupine seeds as a, 507. 

mill waste for, 60. 

shells of crabs, oysters, mussels, 

&c.* as, 60. 

use of peat as, 506. 

Manures, analyses of. 678. 

application of natural products as, 

417. 

different, action of, on the yield of 

potatoes, 187. 

— effect of, on growth of larches and 
pines, 609. 

experiments with, 506, 570. 

for cabbages and fruit trees, 506. 

influence of, on the combustibility 

of tobacco, 417. 

— — various, 844. 

various, action of, on the composi- 
tion of must, 607. 

Manuring experiments, 345, 922, 923. 

on wheat and rye, 508. 

with oats, 136. 

of barley, 135. 

of beetroot, 137. 

of field beans, 569. 

Morgans acid, 84. 

Margarite, 583. 

Marjoram, essence of, 50. 

Marl, analyses of, 60. 

Martite from Brazil, 447. 

Mash, density of, 517. 

sweet, changes effected by fermen- 
tation on the nitrogenous constituents 
of, 357. 

Matter, chemical stability of, in sonorous 
vibration, 437. 

Meadows, injurious effect of peat water 
on, 738. 

Meat, boric acid as a preservative for, 
767. 

production of the red colour in 

salting, 80. 

Mehmthigenin, 719. 

Melanthin, 719. 

Melons, amount of sugar in, 594 
Melting points of the refractory metals, 
149. 

Mendelqjeff’s periodic law and the mag- 
netic properties of the elements, 206. 
Mercapt&ns, amido-, from nitrobenzene- 
sulphoxvic acids, 389. 

Mercuric dioctyl, 229. 

iodide, coefficients of expansion of, 

443. 

octyl chloride, 229. 

— — octyl hydrate, 229. 

ootyi iodide, 229. 

sulphates, thiobsusdc, 157. 


Mercuric sulphide, new basic salts of, 
157. 

Mercury, action of the haloid acids on 
the sulpliates of, 12. 

use of Smithson’s pile for tlie de- 
tection of, in mineral waters, 510. 

compounds, haloid, emission spec- 
tra of, 81. 

di-iodide, effect of heat on, 443. 

ethyl mercaptide, behaviour of, at 

high temperatures, 796. 

Mesoxalio acid, decomposition of, by 
sulphuretted hydrogen, 237. 
Metabenzenedisulphonic acid and its 
salts, 123. 

Metaeymene, 632. 
a-Metacymenesulphamide, 632. 
Metacymenesulphonic acids and their 
salts, 632. 

a -Metaeymene sulphonic chloride, 632. 
Metadihydroethylbenzene, 404. 
Metadihydromethylcymone, 404. 
Metaisatamide, 253. 

Metaisatic acid (metamidophenylgly- 
oxylic acid), 253, 254 
Metallic chlorides, volatile, 604. 

nitrates, action of, on nitric acid, 

153. 

oxides, reduction of, by hydrogen, 

298. 

Metalloids, spectra of, 430. 

Metals, action of ozone on some, 205. 

electrolytic estimation of, 747. 

of gadolhnte and of samarskite, 

new, 611. 

refractoiy, specific heats and melt- 
ing points of, 149. 

various, electrolytic quantitative 

separation and estimation of, 282. 
Metamethylbenzaldehyde, 468. 
Metametbylethylbenzene, 126. 
Metatoluidine, 635. 

estimation of, in crude toluidine, 

110 . 

Meteorite of Albarello, 369. 

of G-rosnaja, 20. 

of Yavilovka, 20. 

which fell at la B&sasse, 226. 

Meteors, two remarkable, observed in 
Sweden, 859. 

Methaorylic acid, 378, 871. 

polymende of, 871. 

polymerised, 120, 379. 

Methane, new synthesis of, 370. 
Methenylamidophenyl mercaptan, 389, 
885, 887. 

Methoxydibromotoluic acid, 884. 
/S-Methoxyglutaric aeid, 372. 
Methoxynitrotoluic acid, 246, 884. 
Methoxypropylnitrobenzoic acid, 884. 
Methoxystilbene, 258. 
Mefchoxyterephthahc acid, 247. 
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Methyl acetate, preparation of, 641. 

■ — alcohol, quantitative estimation of 
acetone in, 826/ 

some properties of mixtures 

of, with methyl cyanide, 624. 

cyanide, pure, physical constants 

of, 618. 

some properties of mixtures 

of, with ethyl and methyl alcohols, 
624. 

a-dinitroplienate, 816. 

eupittonate, 165. 

mandelate, melting point of, 645. 

a-naphtholate, 261. 

■ /3-naphtholate, 261. 

orthobromobenzoate, 119. 

paranitrophenylacetate, 120. 

sulphate, preparation of, 28. 

thiocyanate, polymeric, 797. 

polymeric, action of alcoholic 

ammonia on, 798. 

Methylamarine methiodide, 882. 
Methylamido-a-eaproic acid, 643. 
Mothylamidoethyl formate, 311. 
Methylaniline, monobromo-, 307. 
Methyloarbazol, 660. 

compound of, with picric acid, 

660. . 

Methyl-dikatnbutvlacetic acid, 231. 
Methylene chloride, preparation of, 807. 
Methylethylhydroxyacetic acid, two 
new syntheses of, 872. 
Mothyliaothiacetanilide, 567. 
Methylkotole, an isomeride of skatole, 
synthesis of, 396. 

Methylmorphino hydroxide, preparation 
of, 408. 

iodide, action of potassium ferri- 

cyanide on, 409. 

Methyl ct-naphthyl other, 261. 

/9-naphtliyl ether, 261. 

Mcthylnonyl-ketone, normal, 872. 
Methylocty 1-ketone, 314. 
Methyloxydimorpliine hydroxide, 409. 

iodide, basic, 409, 

sulphate, neutral, 409. 

jS-Methyloxyglutaric acid, formation of, 
from diallylmetliylcarbinol, 383. 
Methylpolletierino, 481. 
Metliylphenylkotone, conversion of bro- 
mostyrolene into, 469. 
jS-Methylpropyletliylactic acid, 372. 
Metbylpyrogallol, 248, 249. 
Methylquinhydrone, formula of, 318. 
Mcthylifoiocarbimide, 797. 
Methylumbellio acid, crystalline form 
of, 106. 

Methyl-violet, new method of preparing, 
76. 

Metisopropyltoluene, synthesis of, 877. 
Mica group, 224, 614 
Micas, 582. 


Milk, adulteration of, 423, 828. 

amount of fat in, 330. 

analyses of, 620. 

analysis of, 614, 828, 925. 

chemical composition of, 278. 

condensed, 926. 

enumeration of the fat globules as 

a test for, 191. 

estimation of fat in, 352, 761. 

human, abnormal composition of, 

332. 

influence of fodder on the secretion 

of, 907. 

influence of ground nuts on the 

production of, 487. 

influence of shearing on yield of, 

487. 

lazy, 934. 

- — observations on, 828. 

of a large herd of cows, obser- 
vations on, 487. 

presence of sulphuric acid in, 

423. 

preservation of, 148. 

quality of, 352. 

taking samples of, 828, 925. 

albumin, 900. 

butter, whole, compared with 

cream butter, 932. 

churning, machines for, 357. 

coolers, various, comparison of, 857. 

cooling apparatus, experiments 

with, 834. ¥ 

fat, influence of fodder on the 

quantity and quality of, 184. 

production, etlect of feeding-cakes 

on, 725. 

secretion, 330. 

Milk-sugar, partial synthesis of, 29. 
Milking, notes on, -884. 

Mill waste for manure, 60. 

Mineral analysis, removal of large 
quantities of sodftn chloride in, 580.* 

constituents, course of, in the 1 

development of the early shoote, 885. 

of fir and birch, 343. 

of Silesian basalts, 19. 

of the Riesling grape, 342. 

containing cinnabar, metacinna- 

barite, and stiblite, analysis of, 858. 

• oils, examination of, 589. 

heavy, analysis of, non-sapo- 

nifiable, 683, i 

superphosphates, analysis of, 576. 

tanning, 427. 

waters, ferruginous- and nitrated, 

617. 

of Bourboule, 455. 

of Bussang (Vosges), analysis 

of, 455. 

, — — of Cransac (Aveyron), com* 
i position of, 454. 
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Mineral waters of Savoy, sketch, of the 
origin of, with some analyses, 453. 

. — — sulphuretted, formation of, 

909. 

— use of Smithson’s pile for 

the detection of mercury in, 510. 

Mineralogical notes on the ores of 
Chafiarcillo, North Chili, 301. 
Minerals, bismuth, from Wermland, 14 

different, two regular intergrowths 

of, 855. 

in certain trachytes from the 

ravine of Biveau Grande, at Mont 
Dore, 225. 

new, from the andesite of Mount 

Arany, 616. 

— of greater density than quartz, 
separation of, by means of fused 
mixtures of lead and zinc chlorides, 
611. 

— separation of silicic anhydride in 
the analysis of, 745. 

“ Mogdad ** coffee, 936. 

Molasses, fermentation of, 931. 

Manoury’s method of desugarising, 

357. 

Molecular heats of the rare earths and 
their salts, 838. 

refraction of carbon compounds, 

table of, 781. 

volumes of liquid carbon com- 
pounds, 784. 

* — of solid carbon compounds, 

21, 694. 

— of the rare earths and their 

salts, 888. 

Molybdenum pentachloride, 220. 
Molybdic anhydride, action of phos- 
phorus pentachloride on, 219. 
Monaceto-phenylanthranol, 661. 
Monethylene pyrogallate and its deri- 
vatives, 250. , 

jMonethyloxamide, W7, 

Monobasic acids, double function of, 31. 

unsaturated, etherification of, 

375. 

Monoearbopyridenic (nicotinic) acid, 
269. 

Monomethylanilinenitrosamine, mono- 
bromo-, 107. 

Monophenyl&tsinic acid and its salts, 
396. 

Monophenylborio arid, 396. 
Monophenylboron chloride, 395. 

tetrachloride, 396. 

Monophenylethylamine, 242. 

hydrochloride, 241. 

Monophenylguarndine, 44. 
Monothiobasic trimercuric sulphate, 157. 
MonStolylarsenious oxides, 397. 
Mqwotriylairsmic acids and their salts, 


Moorland, manuring experiments on, 
923. 

Morphine, action of atmospheric oxygen 
on, in ammoniacal solution, 408. 

action of benzoic ohloride on, 407. 

action of potassium ferrievanide 

on, 408. 

action of potassium permanganate 

on, 408. 

iodio acid as a test for, 68. 

test for, 763. 

hydrochloride, 678. 

tribenzoyl-, 407. 

Morphiometrio processes for opium, 
191. 

Mortar, action of lime on silica in, 216. 
Motion produced by the diffusion of 
gases and liquids, 293. 

Mucio acid, chloro-, 36. 

Muscle, carbonic anhydride from, 830, 

distribution of phosphates in, 275. 

extractives from, 726. 

Muscovite, 533. 

Muscular activity and waste, 486. 
Muscular labour, influence of, on the 
elimination of nitrogenised decompo- 
sition products, 818. 

Must, action of various manures on the 
composition of, 507. 

aferalion of, 931. 

analysis of, 586. 

composition of, at different stages 

of ripeness of the grape, 425. 

tartar and tartaric arid in, 774 

Mustard-seed, white, glucoside from, 
265. 

Mycoderma acetic growth of, 819. 
Myooprotem, 177. 

Myristamide, 460. 

Myristauilide, 460. 

Myristic arid, 34. 

aldehyde, preparation of, 867. 

series, compounds of, 460. 

Myristolio aoid, 460. 


N. 

Naphthalene, a- and jS-positions in, 399. 

chloro-, action of chlorine on, 47. 

ojS-dibromo-, 260. 

a- and 0-dichloro-, nitro-deriva- 

tives of, 47. 

i?-dichloro-, derivatives of, 47. 

dinitro-, oxidation of, 477. 

y-tricbloro-, 167, 168. 

Naphthalene-a-sulphonio acid, dichloro*, 
and its salts, 168. 

chloride, action of chlorine 

on, 167. 

dichloro-, 168. 
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Naphthaleno-a-sulphonic chloride, tetra- 
chloride of, 167. 

Naphthalenesulphonic acid, a-bromo-, 
260. 

5-nitro-, derivatives of, 47. 
Naphthalene and benzhy drol, condensa- 
tion of, 478. 

Naphthoquinone, methyldihydroxy-, 48. 
Naphthoic acids, nitro-, 261. 
Naphthol-derivatives, 260. 
a-JNaphthol and phenol, action of lead 
oxide on, 664. 

/3-Naphthol, j8-naphthylamine from, 
818. 

Naphtholazobenzenosulphonic acid, salts 
of, 664. 

Naphtholazonaphthalone, sulphonio salts 
of, 664. 

j8-N aphtholsulphonic acid, action of di- 
• a zoamidoazobenzene on, 717. 
Naphthoquiuol, 49. 

Naphthoquinone, action of aniline on, 
48. 

action of ammonia on, 48. 

action of paratoluidine and of di- 

phonylamine on, 49. 
a-Naphthylamine, conversion of, into 
a-naplithyl-methyl other, 813. 
Naplithylamine, a/S-dibromo-, 260. 
jS-Naphthylaminc, 813. 
u-N apiithyldimcthy lamidophe nylsul- 
phone, 308. 

Naplithyldiphenylmethane, 478. 

synthesis of, 664. 

a-Naphthylmethyl ether, compound of 
■with picric acid, 813. 

conversion of a -naphthyl- 

amino into, 813. 
a-Naphthylphenyl carbinol, 478. 
a-Naphthylphonylketono, incomplete re- 
duction of, 478. 

Narcotic plants, extracts of, 426. 

Natural products, application of, as 
manures* 417. 

Nebcin**, incipient crystalline forms of, 

Nervous substance, combinations of 
phosphoric acid in, 274. 

Nickol, electrolytic estimation of, 683, 
761. 

estimation of, 287. 

from oobalt, now method of sepa- 
rating, 287. 

malleable, 930. 

metallurgy of, 770. 

methods of estimating, 771. 

- preparation of, 698. 

ore of New Caledonia, composition 

of, 693. 

— - and cobalt, detection of, in pre- 
sence of each other, 286. 

— separation of iron from, 189. 

YOh. xxxviii. 


Nicotine, hromo-, 897. 

— derivatives, 672. 

— tetrabromo-, 816. 

Nicotinic acid, 268. 

Nigella sativa , examination, of the seeds 
of, 718. 

Nigrosin, manufacture of, 78. 

Niobite from the Isergebirge, 869. 
Nitrates, heat of formation of, 522. 

in sugar beets, 494, 495. 

metallic, action of, on nitric acid, 

153, 154. 

— — ■ heat of formation of, 60S. 
Nitre, formation of nitric oxide by 
ignition of, 674. 

Nitrio acid, action of metallic nitrates 
on, 158, 164. 

decomposition of, in plants, 

731. 

estimation of, 674. 

formation of, in the soil, 59. 

heat of formation of, 603. 

introduction of, into the sul- 
phuric acid chamber along with the 
steam, 196. 

testing for, in presence of 

nitrous acid, 139. 

oxide, formation of, by ignition of 

nitre, 574. 

Nitrification, 277,279. 

fermentation theory of, 909. 

Nitrils from hydrocyanic acid and aeet- 
aldehydeammonia, 313. 

Nitrogen, albuminoid, estimation of, in 
fodders, 190. 

amount of, in forest trees, and in 

the under litter of leaves, 606. 

course of, in the development of 

the early shoots, 835. 

determination, examination of the 

Will- Y arrentmp method, 348. 

— dioxide, absorption of, by ferrous 
salts, 9. 

estimation of, 679. 

estimation of, in albuminates, 850. 

estimation of, in explosive ethereal 

nitrates, 366. 

extension of Dietrich’s table for 

the calculation of, 346. 

gaseous, a product of the decompo- 
sition of albuminoids in the body, 
272. 

— heat of formation of the oxides of, 
522. 

in turf, 344. 

in organic compounds, easy pro- 
cess for detecting, 348. 

— manure for oats, 741. 

modification of Dumas* method for 

estimating, 753. 

Zulkowsky’s apparatus for tho 

volumetric estimation of, 679. 

4 1 1 
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Nitrogen, nitric^ in guano, 68. 

non-albuminoid, estimation of, in 

fodder, 688. 

— . organic, estimation of, in natural 
waters, 62. 

— — oxides, beat of formation of, 
603. 

therm o - chemistry of, 689. 

presence of, in iron and steel, 749. 

table of the absorption of, in the 

human intestinal canal, 565. 

tests for, and estimation of, in iron 

and steel, 749. 

thermochemical investigation of 

the oxides and adds of, 81. 
Nitrogen-compounds, non-albuminoidal, 
estimation of, in various kinds of fod- 
der, 764. 

non-albuminous, estimation 

of, in plants, 518. 

tetroadde, researches on, 91, 440. 

Nitrogenised decomposition products, 
influence of the supply of water, the 
secretion of sweat, and muscular la- 
bour on the elimination of, 818. 
Nitrogenous constituents of sweet mash, 
changes effected by fermentation in, 
357. 

substances, chemical changes in, 

during fermentation, 728. 
Nitro-groups, influence of, on a sulphonio 
group entering the benzene molecule, 
238. 

Nitrolactic acid, spontaneous oxidation 
of, 237. 

Nitro-octane, 229. 

NitrosoferrouB potassium sulphide, 10. 
Nitroso-sodio-ferrous sulphide, 218. 
Nitrosothioferrates, 9. 

Nitrous acid, heat of formation of, 608. 

researches on, 91. 

• anhydride, researches on, 440. 

compounds, estimation of, in the 

manufacture of sulphuric acid, 745. 
Nonoic acid, normal, synthesis of, 313. 

phosphorite, 856. 

Norwegian!, 93, 611. 

Nuclein in yeast, 816. 


o. 

Oak-bark, influence of soil on the tannin 
of, 920. 

Oats, development of, 336. 

manuring experiments with, 136, 

738. 

■ manuring of, 508. 

cm ten lands, 185. 

* nitrogen manure for, 741. 


Oat-straw, digestibility of, 916. 
Octacetyl diglucose, 159. 
Oetacetyl-glucose, 619. 

Oct acetyl-lactose, 619. 

Octacetyl-mallo8e, 620. 
Octacetyl-saccharose, 620. 

Octane, nitro-, 229. 

Octyl aceto acetate and its derivatives, 
871. 

cyanide, 230. 

derivatives, 229. 

nitrite, 229, 230. 

Octyl-acetic acid, 872. 

Octyl-acetone, 872. 

Octylamine, 229. 

Octylnitrolic acid, 229. 

Oenanthal, heat of combustion of, 787. 
OH, amount of, in grass-seeds, .and its 
relation to their germination, 342. 

of maqoram, Cretan, 112. 

of Origamm oretiewn , 113. 

of turpentine, action of iodine on, 

125. 

Oils, commercial, analysis of resin in, 

' 684. 

essential, examination of, 201. 

heavy mineral, resin, and fatty, 

analysis of, 683. 

lubricating, investigation of, 778. 

mineral, examination of, 589. 

— transmitting continuous spectra, 
examination of, 201. 

Olefines and other unsaturated com- 
pounds, direct formation of the 
chlorobromides of, 456. 

Oligist, artificial production of, 223. 
Olive, formation of fatty matter and 
ripening of, 568. 

oil, detection of cotton seed oil in, 

925. 

Opium, morphiometric processes for, 
191. 

tincture of, valuation of, 193. 

testing, 829. 

Orange, composition of tho ashes of 
trunk, leaves, and fruit of, 916. 

Oroella Weed, Californian, 255. 

Orcinol, action of, on monocliloracctic 
acid, 393. 

a new colouring matter from, 551. 

a product obtained by the action of 

aqua regia on, 645. 

trinitro-, 113. 

Ores of ChaFiarcillo, North Chili, minera- 
logies! notes on, 301. 

Organio acid, new, occurring in Agm'icwt 
integer, 44. 

acids, action of dehydrating sub- 
stances on, 459. I 

bases containing oxygen, synthesis 

of, 639. 

— bodies, relation between tho phy- 
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sical properties of, and their chemical 
constitution, 293. 

Organic compounds, chemical constitu- 
tion of, in relation to their refractive 
power and density. Part II, 781. 

containing fluorine and boron, 

# analysis of, 61. 

liquid, expansion and mole- 
cular volumes of, 784. 

detecting nitrogen, sulphur, 

and chlorine in, 348. 

solid, molecular volumes and 

specific gravities of, 21. 

matter in water, methods for in- 
dicating the presence of, 290. 
Organisms in beet sap, 334. 

lower, in the air, 908. 

Orthainidophenylbenzoic acid, internal 
anhydride of, 216. 

Oitlianisidine, 641. 
Orthobenzylcreatinine, 808. 
Orihobenzylglvcocyamidme, 803. 
Orthoelaso and quartz, simultaneous re- 
production of, 632. 

Orthocyinene, 631. 
jS-Orthocymenosulphamide, 632. 
Ortliocymcncsulphonio acids and their 
salts, 631. 

Orthorliamidobenzene, action of ferric 
chloride on, 162. 
Oi*tbodimcthylaraido-anisol, 637. 

Ortho tlimethylamido-phonol, 637. 
Ortho-ethyl] >henol, 89, 126. 
Ortho-hyarazinbenzoio acid, 647. 
Ortho-hydroxybenzoyltropeme, 714. 
Ortbo-hydroxyphenylaoetio acid and its 
salts, 266. 

Ortliotoluidine derivatives, 386. 
Orlhotolylglycocine, 387. 
OrthotolUnrothanc, 246. 
Orthotrimothylanisolammonium iodide, 
638. 

Orthotrimothylphenolammonium and its 
salts, 636. 

Orthoxvlono, separation of, from its iso- 
moridos, 240. 

Oven for halting soalod tubes, 846. 
Oxalaniyline, eluor-, 547. 

Oxalothylino and its salts, 546. 

action of bromine on, 547. 

action of mo thy 1 iodide on, 547. 

Oxalic acid, action of iodine on the 
silver salt o{, 801. 

crystallised, 544. 

electrolysis of, 27. 

in beet leaves, 783. 

oxidation of, by ammoniscal 

cuprio oxide, 285. 

— series, bases of, 647. 

OxaJoviml chloride, dichloro-derivative 
of, 232. 

Oxalpropyline, chlor-, 547. 


Oxalyl-biuretio acid, amide of, 105. 
Oxamethane chloride, reactions of, 657. 
Oxavnide, monethyl-, 547. 
Oxethylbenzenedisulphonamide, 124. 
Oxethylbenzenedisulphonic acid and its 
salts, 124. 

chloride, 124. 

Oxidation, acceleration of, caused by 
the less refrangible end of the spec- 
trum, 429. 

Oxides, metallic, reduction of, by hydro- 
gen, 298. 

Oxyacrylic acid (oxypropionio acid), 
544. 

constitution of, 800. 

Oxyanthraquinone, 654. 

formation of, from phenolphtha- 

leln, 658. 

- — dibrom-j 654. 

formation of, from tetra- 

bromophenolphthalein, 658. 
Oxyazobenzene, conversion of azoxy ben- 
zene into, 556. 

Oxyazobenzene-orthoxysulphoxyben- 
zene, dinitro-, 881. 

Oxycamphor, 892. 

Oxycaproic acid, an, 812. 

Oxydimorpbine and salts, 408. 
Oxyfluoresceln hexamido-, hydrochloride 
of, 552. 

Oxygen, absorption of, and expiration of 
carbonic anhydride by plants, 416. 

active condition of, induced by 

nascent hydrogen, 3. 

active, estimation of, in barium or 

hydrogen peroxide, 744. 

apparatus for estimating, in the 

atmosphere, 137. 

atomic heat of, 850. 

atomic refraction of, 782. 

behaviour of, to haloid salts in 

presence of acid anhydrides, 436. 

dissolved in water, quantitative 

estimation of, 137. 

estimation of, dissolved in water, 

421. 

— in the air, a possible cause of vari- 
ation of the proportion of, 90. 

influence of, on fermentation, 

908. 

spectrum of, 430. 

Oxygen-acids of sulphur, 5. 

Oxyleueotin, 327. 

dibrom-, 327. 

tefcrabrom-, 827. 

Oxymercurethylamine chloride, 169. 
Oxymorphine/Sobutzenbergeris, 408. 
a-Oxyparatoluic acid, 257. 

Oxypropionio acid (oxyacrylic acid), 

Oxysorbio acid, 268. 

Oxysorbinic arid, 268. 

4 a 2 
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Oxytetrolic acid and its homologues, 
625. 

Oxytoluio aldehyde, liquid and solid, 
acetyl derivatives o£ 468. 
Oxytoluyltropeme or homatrop me, 410. 

and its salts, 716. 

aurochloride, 410. 

piciute, 410. 

Ozone, 847. 

action of, on some noble metals, 

206. 

action of, on the alcohols, 27. 

action of, on the colouring matters 

of plants, 58. 

bleaching sugar syrups by, 74. 

formation of, 847. 

formation of, by the action of 

moist phosphorus on air, 699. 

influence of volume and tempera- 
ture in the preparation of, 90. 

non-production of, in the crystalli- 
sation of iodio acid, 218. 

production of, during the atmo- 
spheric oxidation of phosphorus ? 8. 

solubility of, in 'water, 213. 

Ozoniser, a new, 90. 


P. 

Palladium, compound of, with ammonia 
and mercury, 854. 

preparation of, 864. 

ammonium chloride, 854. 

Palladoso-uramonium chloride or car- 
bamido-palladious chloride, 161. 

Palmellin extracted from algse by water, 
325. 

preservation of solutions of, 720. 

Palmitic add, synthesis of an isomeride 
of, 313. 

aldehyde, preparation of, 867. 

Pancreas, hydrolytic ferments of, 903. 

Panificatioii, digestive ferment produced 
during, 776. 

Papaya oil, 129. 

Papayatiu, 128. 

Papayotin, 129, 130. 

Papayic acid, 129. 

Papiiiouace©, ligneous, chemical exami- 
nation of, 735. 

Para-anisidine, dibromo-, 641. 

hydrochloride, monobromo-, 

641. 

Parabanic series, new derivative of, 
105. 

Paraeotenes, 828. 

Paracoto-bark, 325. 

ethereal oil from, 328. 

Paracotolc acid, 326. 

Paraootoin, 326. 


Paracotoin, action of bromine on, 326. 
Paracotols, 328. 

Paracresoldiazobenzene or paramethyl- 
hydroxyazobcnzene, 163. 
Paracymenesulphonie acids, 632. 
Paradiamidotoluene, 162. 
Paradimethylamido-anisol, 639. 
Para-ethylmethylphenol, 882. 

Paraffins, isomeric, of the formula 
C„E 2fl + 3 , problem of estimating the 
number of, 605. 

normal, 158. 

presence of, in plants, 914. 

Paragonite, 533. 

Parahydrocyanaldme, 813. 
Parahydroxybenzoic acid, 240. 
Parahydroxybenzoyltropelno and its 
salts, 714. 

Parahydroxyphenylacetio acid and its 
salts, 252, 255. 

— preparation of, from nrine, 

649. 

Paralbumin, detection of, 829. 
Paraleucaniline, constitution of, 553. 

nonomethylated, 390. 

occurrence of, in the manufacture 

of rosaniline, 162. 

Paaramethoxyphenylcinnamic acid, 258* 
Paramethylhydroxyazobeuzene or para- 
oresoldiazobenzene, 163. 
Parapapayotin, 130. 

Paraphenylenediamine, colouring matter 
containing sulphur from, 110. 
Pararosaniline, constitution of, 553. 
Parasaccharic acid, 671. 

Paratoluene sulphydrate, action of sul- 
phui*ic acid on, 810. 

Paratoluidine, action of bonzo trichloride 
on, 880. 

derivatives, 386. 

dinitro-, 635. 

Paratolylbeuzylsulphonc, 811. 
Parati^ethyhiiiibolammomuni iodide, 
688 . 

Paratrnnethylphenolammonium, 637. 
Paraxylene, trinitro-, 892. 
Paraxylenediamine, 653. 
Parazodibromosulphoxylbenzcne /S-naph- 

thaleln, 881. 

Parazosuiphoxylbenzene - j8-oxydisul - 
phoxylnaphthaleno, 188. 
Parazosuiphoxylbenzene - phloroglucinol, 

Parazosulphoxylnaphthalene -resorcinol, 
881. 

Parazotoluene - 8 - naphtho - disulphonic 
acid, 881. 

Parisobutaldehyde, action of certain re- 
agents on, 103. 

Parkes’B method of estimating copper, 
Parsnips, analysis of, 342. 
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Passive slate of iron, 211. 

Pasture, permanent, a substitute for 
clover, 409. 

Pea haulms, digestibility of, 916. 

Peat, use of, as manure, 506. 

Peat water, injurious effect of, on 
meadows, 738. 

Peaty soils, 182. 

Pole’s hair, composition of, 5S6. 
Pelletimne, 481. « 

Pentadecoic acid, 34 
Pentathionic acid, 298. 

non-oxistence of, 215, 367. 

Pentenylamidophcnyl mercaptan, 389, 
885. 

Pepsin, testing of, 42 4. 

Peptone, 901. 

— pure, preparation of, 901. 
Perbromic acid, preparation of, 91. 
Perchloric acid as a test for alkaloids, 

69. 

Pereirine, 676. 

Pereiro bark, 675. 

Periodic atomicity, history of, 605. 

law, Mendelejctf’s, and the magne- 
tic properties of the elements, 206. 
Persulphuric acid, 607. 

Petroleum, 199. 

Phaeozymase, soluble, 816. 

Phanerogams, chlorophyll in the epider- 
mis of foliage of, 910. 
Phenantbraquinone, action of ammonia 
on, 48. 

action of methylomine on, 48. 

dinitro-, 814. 

from phenanthrol, 891. 

Phenanthrene, constitution of, 814 
Phenantlircnedisulphonio aoid, action of 
phenols on, 474. 

and its derivatives, 478. 

bromo-, salts of, 891. 

Phonanthrenequinonimide, 48. 
Phenonthrcnesulpheln-resorcin, 474. 
Phenetol, diethylorthamido-. and its 
salts, 465. 

' — dinitro-, 467. 

» — — monethylnitro-orthamidonitroso-, 
464. 

moneihylorthamido-, and its salts, 

464 

nitramido-, 466. 

orthamido-, ethyl-derivatives of, 

463. 

preparation of, 463. 

Phenol, action of ammonium zinc chlo- 
ride on, 813. 

action of its vapour on organic 

matter at high temperatures, 72. 

— — compounds of benzotrichlori.de 

with, 289. 

— influence of, on germination, 335. 
dibromo-, 658. 


Phenol, ethylene derivatives of, 316. 

monethylorthamido-, and its salts, 

464 

mononitrochloro-, crystallographic 

constant of, 384 

nitro-, Fittioa's fourth, 463. 

orthamido-, ethyl-derivatives of, 468. 

orthamidonitroso-, 465. 

tefcrabromo-, 246. 

tri bromo bromide of, 246. 

colours, new class of, 426. 

and a-naphthol, action of lead 

oxide on, 664. 

Phenolic aldehydes, action of acetic 
anhydride on, 318. 

Phenolaniline, a-monochlorodinitro-, 
392, 

Phenoldiazobenzene or hydroxyazoben- 
zene, 163. 

Phenolglycereln, 426. 
Phenolhydropbthalidin, 657. 

chloride, 656. 

Phenolorthosulphonic acid, action of 
fused alkalis on, 320. 

Phenolphthaleln and its derivatives, ac- 
tion of ammonia on, 657. 

chloride of, or dichlorodiphenyl- 

phthalide, 654 

conversion of phenylphthalideinto, 

652. 

formation of oxyanthraquinone 

from, 658. 

fusion of, with potash, 667. 

methyl salt of, 653. 

phenylanthraoene derivatives of, 

656. 

preparation of, 653. 

— — triphenylmethane derivatives of, 

653. 

diimido-, 657. 

tetrabromo-, 654 

— action of oxidising agents on, 

654 

_ formation of dibromoxyan- 

thraquinene from, 658. 

oxidation of, 657. 

Phenolphthaletnsulphomc adds, 653, 
654 

Phenolphthalidebi, action of ammonia 
on the phenol compounds of, 657. 

and its derivatives, 657. 

fusion of, with potash, 657. 

Phenolphthalidin, 656. 

action of ammonia on, 657. 

fusion of with potash, 657* 

chloride, 656. 

tetrabromo action of ammonia on, 

657. 

Phenolphthalin, 654 ^ 

action of ammonia on, 657. 

chloride of, 655. 

fusion of, with potash, 657. 
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Phenolphtholin, fcetrabrorao-, 665. 
Phenolphtkalol, 655. 

tnacetyl derivative of, 656. 

Phenols, action of mtroso-dimetbylani- 
line on, 881. 

— action of, on halogen-derivatives of 
fatty acids, 892. 

— — compounds of phthaiic acid with, 
650. 

amido-, isomeric, action of methyl 

iodide on, 686. 

dinitrochloro-, two isomeric, 892. 

Phenolsulphonic acid, 808. 

dinitro-, 808. 

— and its acid potassium salt, 810. 

amido-, amides of, 642. 

Phenoquinone, 318. 

formula of, 247. 

Phenoxy acetamide, 819. 
Phenoxyacetanilide, 819. 

Phenoxyacetic acid and its salts, 318. 

monobromo-, 320. 

orthonitro-, 319. 

— paranitro, 319. 

Phenoxyacetonitril, 819. 
Phenoxyacetothiamide, 319. 
Phenoxypropionio acid and its salts, 

893. 

monobrom-, 393. 

Phenyl, substitution of, 813. 

amido-bisulphide, 386. 

hydrochloride, 386. 

— bromo-cyanate, 683. 

bromo-dieyanate, 633. 

chloride, isocyan omonobromo-, 684. 

Phenyl ether, a-dmitro-, 642. 
Phenylacetamide (a-tohiylamide), his- 
tory of, 650. 

Phenylacetic acid, paramido-, 252. 

paranit-o- and its salts, 119. 

Phenylamidoacetic acid, 473. 
Phenylanthracene, 652. 

*— derivatives of phenolphthalein, 
656. 

dihydride, 652. 

Phenylanthranol, 651. 

cr-dicbloro-, 656. 

Phenjdbenzaimde, action of sulphur on, 

Phenylbetatne or demethylphenylgly- 
codne, 162. 

chlorethide, 162. 

hydrochloride, 162. 

Phenylbiuret, dibromo-, 683. 
Phenylbromolactio acid, 472. 
Phenylooumario acid, acetyl-, 164. 
Phenylooumarin, action or sodium amal- 
gam on, 164. 

— - synthesis of, 164. 

Pnenyleyanamide, 44. 
Phraylenedioxyacetia acid, 33. 

■ dibromo-, 83 


Pbenyleneditliiacetic acid, 33. 
Phenylenenaphthalene oxide, quinone 
of, 664. 

Phenylethylpropionio acid, 406. 
Phonylfumaric acid, 43. 

Phenylglycocine, bromo-, 634. 
Phenylglyoxylic acid, test for, 67. 

metamido-, (metaisatio acid), 

253, 254. 

Phenylhalogenpropionio acids, constitu- 
tion of, 42. 

Phenylhydrazine, ethyl-derivativos of, 

242. 

— — oxidation of, by mercuric oxide, 

243. 

Phenyl-a-hydroxypropionic acid, 471. 
Phenyllactic acid, 471. 

acids, constitution of, 42. 

Phenyllaotumde, 322. 

Phenyl mercaptan, amido-, 386. 

amido-, action ot aldehydes 

on, 887. 

amido-, action of hydrocyanic 

acid on, 887. 

amido- oxalic derivative of, 

885. 

orthamido-, preparation of, 

886 . 

mercaptans, amido-, derivatives of, 

886 . 

Phenylmethylurethane, bromo-, 633. 
Phenylnaphthalene, synthesis of, 125, 
261. 

Phenyl-jff-naphthylamine, 813, 
Phenylnaphthylcarbazol, 168, 663. 

oxidation of, 663. 

Phenylnaphthylcarbazoline, 663. 

iodide, 663. 

Phenaphthylcarbazoquinono, 664. 
Phenyloxanthranol, 651. 

action of bonzene on, 652. 

Phenylvalerie acid, mtro-, reduction of, 
407. 

normal, 407. 

Phenylthiocarbimido-glycollido, 639. 
Phenylthiourethane, 659. 
Phenylurethane, bromo-, 633. 

Philippia, 7. 

Phlobaphene, 650. 

action of hydrochloric or hydriodic 

add on, 650. 

Phlogopite, 533. 

PhosphaniHdesulphonic add, dibromo-, 
ethyl salt of, 321. 

ethyl and methyl salts of, 321. 

chloride, 321. 

Phosphate precipitin analysis of, 576. 
Phosphates, action of ammonium citrate 
on, 825. 

action of sulphuric add on, 425. 

al kalin e, condition of, in aqueous 

solution, 2. 



INDEX OF SUBJECTS. 


1007 


Phosphates, comparative value of solu- 
ble and insoluble, 678. 

distribution of, in the muscles and 

tendons, 275. 

influence of soluble and insoluble, 

as manure for turnips, 186. 

natural, and their value in agricul- 
ture, 506, 

— reduced and insoluble, agricultural 
value of, 571. 

soluble and reduced, action of, on 

soils, 418. 

Phosphenyl chloride, homologues of, 
640. 

sulphochloride, synthesis of, 558. 

Phosphine, heat of formation of, 151. 

Phosphonium iodide, action of, on car- 
bon bisulphide, 870. 

Phosphorescence, 698. 

produced by electrical discharges, 

204. 

Phosphoric acid, behaviour of, in soils, 
671. 

— combinations of, in the ner- 

vous substance, 274. 

new alkalimetrical method 


for estimating, 824. 



- new blowpipe, test for, 746. 

• preparation of, 367. 
-“reduced,” contribution to 


the knowledge of, 674. 

retrograde, 789. 

— estimation of, as ammonium 


citrate, 924. 


separation of, from iron and 

aluminium, 286. 


— volumetric estimation of, by 

means of uranium in the presence of 
iron, 675. 

— acids, ortho- and pyro-, separation 
of, 574. 


Phosphorite, Norwegian, 356. 

proi>aration, 366. 

Phosphorites, Belgian, 198. 

Phosphorus, experiments tending to 
show the non-elementary character of, 


4. 


— - luminosity of, 298. 

antimony decachloride, Weber’s, 

613. 

— oxychloride, action of certain 
metals and non-metals on, 609. 

— — pontaohloride, action of, on molyb- 
dio anhydride, 219. 

suboxide, Lerverrier’s, existence of. 


trichloride, action of antimony 

ipentaohloride on, 613. 

and iron, separation of, 74. 

Phosphuranylite, 97. 

Phostolyl chloride, 640. 

tetrachloride, 641. 


Phosxylochloride, 641. 

Photographs exhibiting natural colours, 
production of, 72. 

wet plate, rapid developer for, 765. 

Photometer, chemical, a new, 361. 
Phtbalefn derivatives, fusion of, with 
potash, 657. 

of hfiematoxylin, 64. 

Phthalio acid, compounds of, with 
phenols, 650. 

dinitro-, and its salts, 478. 

chloride, 473. 

Phthalide, action of phosphorus penta- 
chloride on, 473. 

PhthalideXn, 665. 

bromo-, 656. 

chloride, 656. 

derivatives, fusion of, with potash, 

657. 

tetrabromo-, 656. 

and its derivatives, 667. 

Phthaiidin, tetrabromo-, 656, 666. 
Phthalylpiperide, 127. 

Phthalyltropelne, 411, 715. 

Phyllocyanic acid, Fr&ny’s, 266. 
Phylloxanthin, 266. 

Physico-chemical analysis of clay soils, 
511. 

Phytolacca decandra, 412. 

Phytolacoin, 412. 

Picoline, a- and /S-, 269. 

Picolinio acid, 268. 

Picropharm&colite, 216. 

Pig-iron, dephosphorisation of, 593. 
Pilocarpine, 898. 

Pinocolins, 646. 

Pinaoones, 646. 

Pines, effect of manures on growth of, 
509. 

Pinitoid from Q-leichlinger Fels, in the 
Fiohtelgebirge, analysis of, 857. 
Piperidine, 127. 

conversion of, into pyridine, 404. 

salts, 54. 

Piperine or piperonyl-piperidine, 405. 
Piperonyl-piperidine or piperine, 405. 
Pitchblende (uraninite) from Branoh- 
ville, Conn., TJ.S., chemical composi- 
tion of, 680. 

Pitfcacal, formation of, 24*8. 

acid, 164. 

Plant life, lime in, 563. 

Plant material, passage d, in seedlings, 
835. 

Plants, absorption of oxygen and ex- 
piration of carbonic anhydride by, 
416. 

albumin and atnido-compounds in, 

279. 

amount of dew on, 498. 

breathing of, 911. 

calcium oxalate in, 914. 
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Plants, decomposition of albuminoids in, 
493. 

decomposition of nitric acid and 

ammonia in, 731. 

energy of assimilation in, 910. 

estimation of non-albuminous ni- 
trogen-compounds in, 513. 

— etiolated, oauses oi the change in 
the form of, 177. 

growing in natural soils, behaviour 

of, towards water, 737. 

growth of, in artificial solutions, 

337. 

increase of dry matter in, during 

growth, 416. 

iniluence of atmospheric electricity 

on the growth of, 909. 

influence of light on the growth of, 

57, 911. 

influence of nutritive material on 

the transpiration of, 335. 

injurious effect of industrial effluent 

water on, 497. 

intramolecular respiration of, 911. 

locality of albumin secretion in, 

492. 

loss of dried substance in, during 

ripening, 820. 

marsh and water, respirative power 

of, 835. 

narcotic, extracts of, 425. 

passage of nutritive material in, 

493. 

— presence of alcohols and paraffins 
in, 914. 

— — proximate analysis of, 754. 

quantities of amides and albumi- 
noids in, 731. 

starch-altering ferments in, 334. 

— — unorganised ferments in, 175. 

which, grow on primordial rocks, 

presence of copper in, 494. 

Platinafces, compound, 706. 

Platinio bromide, preparation of, 445. 
chloride, preparation, for the esti- 
mation of potassium, 577. 
Platiniferous iron, 222. 

Platinochlorides of the alkali and alka- 
line earth metals, solubility of, in alco- 
hol, 578. 

Platino-potassium salt, a new, 706. 
Platinum, action of fused alkaline carbo- 
nates on, 581. 

action of sulphuric acid on, 706. 

— — volatility of, in chlorine, 94. 

bases, 300. 

metals, chemistry of, 854. 

* still, explosion of, used for concen- 
trating sulphuric add, 517. 

sulphide, 223. 

— thiocyanate, 618, 

Plumbic acid, salts of, 94. 


Podophyllin, 479. 

Polariscopo, use of, in testing crude tm- 
tliraqumone for anthracene, 292. 
Polycrase, 15. 

Pomegranate, alkaloids of, 481. 

“ Ponceau, R. R.,” 717. 

Populin, sugar from, 29. 

Porosity of soils, estimation of, 822. 
Porphyry from the paper mill, near 
Woilburg, Nassau, analysis of, 856. 
Potash, commercial, new process for 
analysing, 286. 

specific heats of solutions of, 435. 

Potash-micas, 224. 

Potashes, direct estimation of soda in, 
580. 

Potassium, estimation of, as platino- 
chloride, 577. 

operations in estimating, 579. 

acetate, action of potassium di- 

chromate on, 160. 

aluminate, 849. 

azophenyldisulphonate, 322. 

benzenesulphinate, 811. 

benzylsulphonate, fusion of, with 

potash, 812. 

bismuth iodide, preparation of, 

705. 

boroduodecitungstafce, 612. 

chloride, heat of formation of, 89. 

— chlorate, heat of formation of, 89. 

copper chromate, non-existence of, 

853. 

cyanide, action of potassium per- 
manganate on, 307. 

ferric chromates, 10. 

ferrous oxalate, and its use for 

developing photographic bromide of 
Bilver plates, 590. 

reducing properties of, 

544. 

hydrindigotin-Bulphate, 475. 

iodide, action of, on hydrogen per- 
oxide, 606. 

indoxyl-sulphato, 475. 

nitrate, distribution of, in tho beet, 

733. 

nitrophenylsulphate, crystalline 

form of, 106. 

perchlorate, reduction of, 2. 

permanganate, decomposition of, 

by hydrogen peroxide, 444. 

piatinochloride, solubility of, in 

alcohol, 578. 

plumbate, 94. 

polysulphides, heat of formation 

ana hydration of, 689, 690. 

pyrosulphate, action of, on indigo- 

white, 46. 

sulphate, chemical equivalent of, 

437. 

tetrathionate, 215. 
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Potato, influence of manure on starch 
in, 915. 

relation between the starch, phos- 
phoric acid, and mineral constituents 
of, 912. 

— blossom, influence of, on the amount 
of produce, 502. 

culture, 919. 

disease, influence of manure on, 915. 

mabli, influence of fermentation on 

the nitrogenous constituents of, 819. 

surface fermentation of, 518. 

rot, sweet, 915. 

Potatoes, action of different manures on 
the yield of, 187. 

alcohol from, 833. 

amount of albuminoids in, 568. 

analysis of, 734. 

application of, in the preparation 

of yeast, 200. 

best mode of applying artificial 

manures to, 824. 

bone-meal as a manure for, 739. 

dry and wet rot in, 416. 

estimation of starch in, 512, 513. 

frozen and rotten, chemical changes 

in, 820. 

globulin-substances in, 723. 

leucine and tyrosine in, 342. 

Pressures, varying, influence of, on grape- 
must and wine, 858. 

Primavera-wood, 596. 

Propaldehyde, /J-chloro-, 234. 
Propenylamidophenyl mercaptan, 889. 
Propenylbenzenesulphamide, 166. 
Propionic acid, double salts of, 799. 

— some derivatives of, 312. 

a-bromo-, decomposition of, 

by water, 380. 

a-dibromo-, maleic and malic 

acids from, 374. 

jS-iodo-, 800. 

decomposition of, by 

water, 380. 

— a-monoebloro-, action of 

phenol on, 893. 

0-nitro-, preparation of, 33. 

a-nitroso-. and its salts, 712. 

Propionitril, a-amido-, 313. 

a-imido-, 313. 

Propionylamidophenyl mercaptan, 885. 
Propyl alcohol, action of bleaching 
powder on, 456. 

normal, from glycerol, 872. 

heat of combustion of, 

787. 

diiodo-, 538. 

action of potash on, 

53 8. 

amidoethyl formate, 812. 

Propylene ehlorobromide, direct forma- 
tion of, 456. 


Propylene chlorhydrin, action of di- 
metbylamine on, 877. 

Propylene glycol, preparation of, from 
glycerol, 232. 

Propyleneneurine chloride, 877. 
Propylneurine, 877. 

Propylphycite, action of bromine on, 
862. 

Propylpyrogallol, 249. 

ProteTd required by the average work- 
man, 905. 

tissue change, influence of glycerol 

on, 817. 

Proteids, estimation of, in fodder, 588. 
influence of glycerol on the decom- 
position of, in the animal body, 817. 

products of the decomposition of, 

482. 

Protein, digested, quantitative estima- 
tion of, 563. 

compounds, 676. 

Proustite, 802. 4 

Pseudoleucaniline (triamidotriphenyl- 
methane), a new, 662. 

compound of, with benzene, 662. 

Pseudopelletierine, 481. 

Ptyalin, 562. 

action of, on starch, in presence of 

gastric juice, 330. 

Pumpkin, certain sorts of, 184. 

sprouts, decomposition of albumi- 
noids in, 180. 

Pyrargyrite, 304. 

Pyridine, conversion of piperidine into, 
404. 

— - series, bases of, 480. 

Pyridin ecar boxy lie acids, 410. 

and their salts, 405. 

Pyridinetricarboxylio acid from cinchona 
alkaloids, 406. 

Pyrites, estimation of sulphur in, 744. _ 

valuation of, by tbe gravivolumetric 

method, 583. 

Pyroehlolesteric acid, preparation of, 
56. 

Pyroemchomeronio acid, 406. 
Pyrocinohouic acid, 406. 

Pyrogallol, antiseptic action of, 73. 

benzoyl derivatives of the dimethyl 

ethers of, 249. 

ethylene ether of, and its deriva- 
tives, 250. 

PyromoTphite from Derabach, near 
Montabaur, Nassau, 858. 

Pyroterebic acid, 315. 

action of hydrobromio acid 

on, 878. 

Pyroxylin, composition of, 372. 

Pyrrol, formation o£ from succimmide, 
630. 

Pyrroline, 713. 

boiling point of, 404. 
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Q- 

Quartz and orthoclase, simultaneous re- 
production of, 532. 

Quinamine, 270. 

Quinhi drone, 318. 

formula of, 41, 247. 

Quinic acid, and allied compounds, 317. 
Quinine citrate, bibasic, economical pro- 
cess for preparing, 126, 

— selenate, 54. 

sulphate, 54. 

Quinol, or hydroquinone, 317. 

monobromo-, 42. 

Quinol glycerein, 427. 

Quinoline, 44. 

oxidation of, 409. 

preparation of, 672. 

synthesis of, 672. 

synthesis of the homolognes of, 

406. 

Quinolinecarboxylic qcid, 398. 
Quinolinemonooarboxylic acid, oxidation 
of, 409. 

Qninols, chlorinated, 888. 

Quinone and allied compounds, 317- 

bromine-derivatives from, 885. 

from the hydrocarbon 0 16 H 12j deri- 
vatives of, 665. 

occurring in Agaricus atrotomen- 

tosugy 4»7 . 

bromo-, 657. 

bromotrihydroxy-, 114. 

triacetoxy-, 114. 

tnhydroxy-, 114. 

Quinones, action of ammonia and amines 
on, 48. 

chlorinated, 888. 

polymeric, 665. 


R. 

Racemic acid, preparation of the ethereal 
salts of, 876. 

Radiant heat, direct transformation of, 
into electricity, 838. 

Ra infall , comparative, in woods and 
fields, 737. 

— influence of forests on, 737. 

Rain water, ammonia in, 848. 

Raisins, sugar in, 932. 

Raspberries, wild and cultivated, 936. 

Reactions, speed of, 438. 

Red antimony, 612. 

clover seed, production o£ 729. 

— — colour, production of, in salting: 
meat, 80. 

lead, volumetric analysis of, 585. 

Refraction, table of coefficients of, of 
carbon compounds, 781. 


Refractive power and density, chemical 
constitution of carbon compounds in 
relation to their, 295. 

Refractory materials, magnesium and 
calcium compounds as, 831. 

Refuse water, purification of, 830. 
Refrigerating mixtures, 784. 

Rennet, action of, on casein, 172. 

Ream from rosewood, 559. 

from Veratmm mride y saponifica- 
tion of, 171. 

formation of, 125. 

in commercial oils, analysis of, 

684 

oils, analysis of, 683. 

Resins, specific gravities of, 70. 
Resoquinone, 247. 

Resorcinol, or resorcin, manufacture of, 
and colouring matters derived from it, 
426. 

products obtained by the action of 

aqua regia on, 645. 

pentabromo-, 246. 

tnmtro-, 118. 

Resorcinolbenzem, 644. 

tetrabromo-, 644 

Resorcinol-isosuccineln, 385. 
Resoroinol-suocmein, 248, 

Respiration, function of, at various 
altitudes on the Island and Peak of 
Teneriffe, 483. 

under reduced pressure, 903. 

Rhamnetm, fusion of, with potash, 53. 
Rhexite, 595. 

Rhodium with lead and zinc, action of 
acids on allots of, 706. 

Rice husks, adulteration of rye bran 
with, 200. 

Rice meal, analysis of, 678. 

Rittingerite (feuerblende) from Cha- 
fiarcillo, 856. 

River Yartiy, water of, 21. 

Rock crystal from Kasbek, 615. 

salt from Saltville, 95. 

Rocks, bituminous, commercial valua- 
tion of, 682. 

eruptive, in the Soar and Mo&ollo 

districts, 537. 

primary, existence of zinc in, 

70S. 

Roots, influence of salts on the absorp- 
tion of water by, 911. 

Rosaniline, detection of, in red wine, 
680. 

group, dye-stuffs of, 390. 

occurrence of paraleucaniline in 

the manufacture of, 162. 

constitution of, 653. 

Rosewood, resin from, 559. 

Rouge Pranqais, 664 
Roussm’s salt, 217, 218. 

Rubidine, 267. 
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Eye as a material for pressed yeast, 
777 • 

fertilisation of, 493. 

manuring experiments -with, 508, 

738. 

bran, adulteration of, with rice 

busks, 200. 


S. 

Saccbaiio acid, action of phosphorus 
pentaekloride and hydriodio acid on, 
36. 

Saccharin, 232, 233, 620. 

Saccharosis, remarks on, 283. 

Saculmic acid, 538, 865. 

Saoulmin, 538, 865. 

Saculmous acid, 865. 

Safranine, 391. 

Salicaldohyde, aotion of acetic anhydride 
on, 318. 

Salioylanilido, a-nitro-, 556. 

Salicylic acid, antiseptic action of, 515. 

destructive action of wood 

on, 520. 

- — detection of, in wine and in 

fruit juices, 352. 

— - . ethylene derivatives of, 816, 

— solubility of, 471. 

* and other bodies, influence 

of, on germination, 835. 

metaohloro-, nitration of, 

392. 

nitrocbloro-, and its salts, 

392. 

acids, isomeric nitro-, 121. 

Salioylorthonitronilide, 656. 

aotion of nascent hydrogen on, 

666 . 

Salioyltropetne, 410. 

Saligenol, aotion of mannitol and of 
glycerol on, 716. 

synthesis of, 318. 

Saline solutions, supersaturated, aotion 
of oils on, 438. 

tonsion of the vapours of, 

211 . 

SaUrotone, 716. 

Saltpetre, Chili, manure experiments 
with, 507. 

potash, 507. 

Salts, double, existence of, in solution, 
82. 

— .. haloid, oxidation of, 436. 

— hydrated, relation of the volumes 
of solutions of, to their water of com- 
position, 212. 

influence of, on the absorption of 

water by roots, 911. 

obtamod from tbe mother-liquors 
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r of the brine springs of Yolterra, 
[ 146. 

! Samarskite, the new metals of, 611. 

Sap, estimation of, in beet, 829. 

of beetroot, propagation of sugar 

from, 931. 

of trees and specific gravity of 

their wood, 912. 

Sap-quotient of beet, 931. 

Sausages, adulteration of, 422. 

estimation of starch in, 826. 

Satureja Juliana , 128. 

Scandia, 7, 850. 

Scandium, 7. 

atomic weight and characteristic 

salts of, 850. 

— — bnglit-lme spectrum of, 685. 

salts of, 8. 

hydrate, 8. 

oxide, 8. 

Schizomycetes, vital power of, in ab- 
sence of oxygen, 277. 

Schizomycetio fermentations, 819. 
Scorodite, artificial production of, 618. 
Sea waters, existence of zinc in, of all 
ages, 708. 

Seed of Gleditsahia glabra , , composi- 
tion of the kernels and husks of, 
133. 

production of red clover, 729. 

peas, damage to, by weevil, 734, 

prevention of the damage to, 

by weevil, 734. 

Seedlings, passage of plant-material in, 
835. 

Seeds, new method of estimating the air 
space in, 189. 

of earth-nut, sunflower, cocoa-nut, 

rape, and potatoes, investigation of, 

of the corn-cockle as fodder and 

distillery material, 501. 

oily, albuminoids of various, 676. 

pea and bean, damage to, by 

weevil, 919. 

resistance of, to the prolonged ac- 
tion of chemical agents, 280. 

result of drying, 493. 

Selenious acid, constitution of, 607. 
Selenium, vapour-density of, 847. 

ethoxylchloride, 608. 

Seleniuretted hydrogen, decomposition 
of, by mercury, 150. 

Serine, Cramer’s, 713. 

from silk, constitution of, 800. 

Serum, non-identity of the albuminoids 
of crystallin with, 815. 

Sewage, report on the treatment of, 7 67. 
Shade, influence o£ on the amount of 
carbonio anhydride in the air of the 
soil, 828. 
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Shade, influence of, on the growth of 
forest trees, 566. 

Shearing, influence of, on yield of milk, 
487. 

Sheep, assimilation in, of all ages, 
724. 

digestion by, 484. 

poisoning of, by lupines, 57, 916. 

results with stall-feeding of, 503. 

Shells of crabs, oysters, mussels, &c., as 
manure, 60. 

Shingle, amount of carbonic anhydride 
in, 181. 

Silber-kies (sulphide of silver) , 14. 
Silesian basalts and their mineral con- 
stituents. 19. 

Silica in mortar, action of lime on, 
216. 

Silicates, decomposition of, 503. 

Silicic anhydride, separation of, in the 
analysis of limestones, iron ores, &o., 
745. 

Silico-oxalio hydrate, preparation of, 
608. 

Silicon, chemical composition of the hy- 
drated oxides of, 849. 

ethyl series, 608. 

fluoride, action of -water on, 435. 

hexbromide, preparation of, 608. 

hexehloride, preparation of, 608. 

hexethide, preparation of, 609. 

hexiodide, preparation of, 608. 

nitride, 153. 

sulphide, heat of formation of, 523. 

trihydride, 298. 

Silk, weighting of, 935. 

Silver, crystal tectonic of, 613. 

electrolytic estimation of, 747. 

— estimation of, by quartation with 
cadmium, 679. 

• estimation of, in galena, 748. 

metallic, action of, on hydrogen 

oxide, 441. 

— a mm onium oxide, 852. 

bromide gelatin emulsion, 929. 

photochemical behaviour of, 

in presence of gelatin, 837. 

chloride battery, electric discharge 

of, 203. 

iodide with calcium iodide, com- 
pound of, 442. 

lead, blowpipe assay of, 585. 

oxide, action of hydrogen peroxide 

on, 441. 

sesquioxide, 441, 442. 

sulphide (silber-kies), 14. 

ultramarine, 217. 

Sinalbin, 265. 

— thiocarbimide, 265. 

Sinapin, 265. 

cyanide, 265. 

sulphate, 265. 


Skatole, 258. 

constitution of, 473. 

— empirical formula of, 167. 
Skim-milk, composition of, from De 
Laval* s cream separator, 780. 
Skimming by the Schwartz’s and Hol- 
stein systems, experiments with, 934. 

process, new, 933. 

Skin, action of hydrochloric acid on, 
723. 

Smithsonite, analysis of, 857. 

Smithson’s pile, use of, for the detection 
of mercury in mineral wat ers, 510. 
Smoke, influence of, on the development 
of blossoms, 177. 

of an electric lamp, 81. 

Soaps, separation of fats from, 587. 

Soda, direct estimation of, in potashes, 
580. 

preparation of, from the sulphate 

by means of lime and sulphur, 592. 

specific heats of solutions of, 435. 

Soda-lyes, crude, mode of desulphuri- 
sing, obtained in the Le Blanc pro- 
cess, 592. 

Soda-micas, 224. 

Sodium aluminate, 849. 

camphor, 892. 

chloride, removal of large quanti- 
ties of, in mineral analyses, 680. 

formate acetate, 799. 

hypophosphite, pure, preparation 

o£ 367. 

paratoluenesulphinate, action of 

ethylidene chloride on, 811. 

phenate, formation of parahydroxy- 

benzoie acid from, 43. 

platinochloride, solubility of, in 

alcohol, 578. 

polysulphides, heat of formation 

of, from their elements and the mono- 
sulphide, 690. 

8ilicotitanates, two new, 631. 

sulphate, chemical equivalent of, 

437. 

thiacetanilide, reactions of, 556. 

trichloracetate, dry distillation of, 

236. 

Soil, absorption of ammonia by, 737. 

estimation of the porosity of, 

822. 

from a graveyard, investigation of 

the composition of, 920. 

formation of nitric acid in, 69. 

influence of, on the growth of 

forest trees, 566. 

influence of, on the tannin of oak- 

bark, 920. 

influence of shade on the amount 

of carbonic anhydride in the air of, 
823, 

permeability of, for air, 821. 
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Soil-con&tituents, absorptive power of, 
for gases .134. 

action of soluble and reduced 

phosphates on, 418. 

Soils, analysis of, from the Bunter sand- 
stone formation, 281. 

behaviour of phosphoric acid in, 

571. 

determination of the chemical pe- 
culiarities of, and manures requisite 
for them, 418. 

free carbonic anhydride in, 505. 

formation of, by weathering, 449. 

injurious effect of industrial ef- 
fluent water and of gases on, 497. 

natural, behaviour of, towards 

water, 73 7. 

peaty, 182. 

Soja bean, digestibility and nutritive 
value of, 501. 

Soja fiispida, presence in, of a substance 
soluble in alcohol, and transformable 
into glucose, 796. 

Solar heat, industrial utilisation of, 765. 

spectrum, dark lines in, on the less 

refrangiblo side of &, 201. 

— photograph of the ultra-red 

portion of, 429. 

Solid bodios, absolute expansion of, 88. 
Solids, solubility of, in gases, 210, 693. 
Solutions, action of, on seeds, 281. 
Sonorous vibration, chomioal stability of 
matter in, 43. 

Sorbic acid, 377. 

structure of, 382. 

Sorgho, sugar from the stems of, 834. 
Sorghum, amount of sugar in, 594. 
Sorghum saecharatwn, 932. 

Sowing broadcast or in drills, 922. 
Spanish earth, dearing action of, 517. 
Specific gravity, new form of instrument 
for the determination of, 743. 

— — of carbon compounds, deter- 

mination of, 572. 

of liquids, determination of, 

Cl, 419, *743. 

gravities of fats, resins, &c., 70. 

of solid carbon compounds, 

21, 69 4, 781. 

Specific heat of animal tissues, 488. 

of cerium tungstate, 852. 

of concentrated solutions of 

hydrochloric add, 207. 

of glucinum, 792, 850. 

— of the solid elements, 783. 

of water, 601. 

heats of solutions of potash and 
soda, 435. 

of the rare earths and their 

salts, 838. 

of the refractory metals, 

149 . 


Specific refraction of organic com- 
pounds, table of, 78 1. 

Specific weights of the rare earths and 
their salts, 838. 

Spectra, emission, of haloid mercury 
compounds, 81. 

of calcium and strontium, 361. 

of metalloids, 430. 

of the earths of the vttria-group, 7. 

Spectral lines of gases, relative intensity 
of, 685. 

Spectroscope, use of, in discriminating 
anthracenes, 757. 

Spectrum, acceleration of oxidation 
caused by the less refrangible end of, 
429. 

bright-line, of scandium, 685. 

of oxygen, 430. 

solar, dark lines in, on the less re- 
frangible side of Q-, 201. 

ultra-violet limit of, at various 

heights, 201. 

Speyer beer, analysis of, 773. 

Spice seeds, certain, analyses of the ash 
of, 915. 

Spike, essence of, 50, 51. 

Spinelle, artificial production of, 447. 
oriental, polysyntketical twin-crys- 
tals of, 14. 

red and blue, composition of, 369. 

Spirit, purification of, 931. 

Stag’s horn, constitution of, 271. 
Stall-feeding of sheep, results with, 503. 
Stall sampling in milk analysis, 925. 
Standard soda solution, 924. 

Stannous chloride, vapour-density of, 
219. 

Starch, action of diastase on, 132. 

action of diastase on, in presence of 

hydrochloric acid or pure gastric 
juiee, 330. 

action of glycerol on, 865. 

action of ptyalin on, in presence of 

gastric juice, 330. 

changes which it undergoes in the 

animal organism, 677. 

estimation of, in potatoes, 512, 513. 

estimation of, in sausages, 826. 

in potato, influence of manure on, 

915. 

influence of steaming on, 834. 

production of sugar from, 932. 

saccharification of, 866. 

soluble, 865. . 

Starchmaker’s residues, some analyses 
of, 595. 

Starch-paste, action of diastase on, 310. 
Starch-sugar, detection of, when me- 
chanically mixed with refined cane- 
sugar, 758. 

Steaming, influence o£ on the digestibi- 
lity of hay, 734. 
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Stearic aldehyde, preparation of, 867. 
Steel, estimation of chromium and tung- 
sten in, 288. 

estimation of total carbon in, 761. 

resence of nitrogen in, 749. 
iemens-Martin, 769. 

Stereocaul on vesuvianufn t chemical con- 
stituents of, 661. 

, , — composition of the ash of, 

382. 

„ crystalline body from, 382. 

Stilbene, compounds of, 114. 
Stilbophenol, 263. 

Stillbite, 856. 

Strong’s water gas system, 930. 
Strontium, spectrum of, 861. 

— dicliromate, preparation of, 444. 
action of sulphurous anhydride on, 

606. 

platinodhloride, solubility of, in 

alcohol, 679. 

Styrene, £-bromo-, 43. 

Styrolene, bromo-, conversion of, into 
methvlphenylketone, 469. 

Suberic acid produced by oxidation, and 
its salts, 872. 

Substances, dry, determination of, by the 
use of alcohol, 361. 

showing strong bands of absorption 

in the spectrum, 202. 

Succinic acid, action of iodine on the 
silver salt of, 801. 

heat of formation of salts of, 

151. 

dibromo-, action of phenol on, 

394. 

— chloride, constitution of the reduc- 
tion-product of, 712. 

Succinimide, action of phosphorus penta- 
chloride, and of zinc dust on, 713. 

action of zinc on, 630. 

Succinin, 463. 

Sugar, action of lime on solutions of, 
834. 

amount of, in sorghum, maize, and 

melons, 504. 

amount of, in the roots of sugar- 

beet, 886. 

analysis of, 519. 

chemistry of, 863. 

decomposition-products of, 864. 

— — estimation of, in beet juice, 144. 

formation of, in the liver, 905. 

from populin, 29. 

from the date-palm, 100. 

— from the stems of maize and sorgho, 
834. 

gypsum in the manufacture of, 

834. 

in raisins, 932. 

in the liver, nature of, 866. 

— inactive and inverted, 100, 468. 


Sugar, inverted, patent process for pre- 
paring, 426. 

neutral and inverted, 100, 468. 

physiology of, in rolation to the 

blood, 486. 

preparation of, from sap of beet- 
root, 931. 

production of, from starch, 932. 

proportion of, to the weight of 

beetroots, 519. 

quantity of, in grapes cut at 

various stages of their growth, 179. 

rapid estimation of, in raw and 

refined commercial sugars, 64. 

raw, experiments with Scheibler’s 

method of analysing, 144. 

raw, valuation of, 520. 

Soheibler’s new process for the 

estimation of, in beet, 587. 

— ulmic compounds formed from, by 
the action of acids, 538. 

volumetric estimation of, by an 

ammoniacal copper test, giving reduc- 
tion without precipitation, 512. 

volumetrical estimation of the re- 
ducing power of, 758. 

Sugar beet. See Beet. 

Sugar lime, direct decomposition of, 931. 
Sugar solutions, action of bone-black on, 
758. 

Sugar syrups, bleaohing of, by ozone, 

Sugars, cuprio test pellets for, 761. 

raw, occurrence of vanillin in, 646. 

various, behaviour of, with alka- 
line, copper, and mercury solutions, 
758. 

various, behaviour of, with Poll- 

ling’s solution, 66. 

various, reducing power of, 759. 

Suint, 520. 

Sulphammemetatoluic acid, oxidation of, 
473. 

Sulplianilic acid, and its salts, 239, 320. 
Sulphates, alkaiimetrio estimation of, 
744. 

anhydrous, heat of formation of, 

82. 

of mono- and poly-hydric alcohols 

and carbohydrates, 28. 

volumetric estimation of, 576. 

Sulphinic acids, constitution of, 810. 
Sulphonamidoparatoluie add, 257. 
Sulphones, new synthesis of, 810. 
Sulphonic acids, action of fixsod alkalis 
on, 320. 

from isomeric nitramido- and 

diamido-benzenes, 394. 

Sulphonic group, influence of nitro- and 
amido-groups on a, entering tie ben- 
zene molecule, 238, 
Sulphonterephthalio add, 257. 
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Sulphur, an experiment with, 700. 

condition in which it exists in coal, 

708. 

estimation of, in natural sulphides, 

189. 

estimation of, in pyrites, 744. 

free, occurrence of, in the dry dis- 
tillation of tar, 831. 

heat of combustion of, 785. 

— organic compounds, easy process 
for detecting, 848. 

— — mode of action of, as a remedy 
against vino-disoase, 281. 

oxidation of, in gas when burnt, 

355. 

— oxygen-acids of, 5. 

Sulphur-baths, observations on, 196. 
Sulphuretted hydrogen, behaviour of, 

with the salts of the heavy metals, 
746. 

Sulphuric acid, chemical equivalent of, 
438. 

« chamber, introduction of 

nitric acid into, along with the steam, 
196. 

estimation of, in must and 

wine, 686. 

estimation of nitrous com- 
pounds in the manufacture of, 745. 

etherification of, 796. 

presence of, in milk, 423. 

Sulphuric anhydride, heat of vaporisation 
693. 

monochloride, action of, on alco- 
hols, 310. 

Sulphurous acid, detection of, in wine, 
680. 

anhydride, action of, on the oxides 

of the alkaline oarth-metals, 606. 
Sumach loaves, tannin of, 732. 

Sun, existence of carbon in the coronal 
atmosphoro of, 429. 

Sunlight, continuous, influence of, on 
plants, 911. 

Sun*s rays, measurement of the actinism 
of, 685. 

Superphosphate, influence of the physi- 
cal condition of, on its value, 60. 

manure experiments with, 507. 

action of sulphuric acid on phos- 
phates, in connection with the manu- 
facture of, 425. 

analysis of, 140. 

■■ ... containing iron and aluminium, 
retrogradation of, 703. 

from pure tricalcium phosphate, 

141. 

mineral, analysis of, 576. 

— - reduction of, 571. 

Sweat, influence of the secretion of, on 
the elimination of nitrogenised decom- 
position-products, 818. 


Sweet potato-rot, 915. 

Swine, feeding experiments on, 724. 
Sylvane, 663. 

action of hydrochloric acid on, 

663. 

Symphytum asperrimum as a fodder, 
735. 

Synanthrose, 619. 

Syrups, fermentations produced in pre- 
paring, from beet juice by diffusion, 
519. 


T. 

Tatguic acid, 267. 

Tannin, artificial, 122. 

in wine, 775. 

of oak-bark, influence of soil on, 

920. 

of sumach leaves, 732. 

solutions, action of light and dark- 
ness on, 908. 

Tanning, mineral, 427. 

Tantalates, American, analysis of some, 
531. 

Tar, animal, compounds from, 267. 

occurrence of free sulphur in the 

dry distillation of, 831. 

Taraxacum root, 720. 

Tartar in must and wine, 774. 

Tartaric acid, action of iodine on the 
silver salt of, 801. 

preparation of the ethereal 

salts of, 876. 

Tartronic acid, 629. 

Tayuya, 721. 

TeUurium, vapour-density of, 847. 
Temperature, influence of, in the pre- 
paration of ozone, 90. 

of decomposition of vapours, 209, 

293. 

determinations, calorimetries!, 434. 

Tendons, distribution of phosphates in, 
275. 

Teneriffe, the function of respiration at 
various attitudes on the Island and 
Peak of, 483. 

Tensions of saturated vapours, compari- 
son of the curves of, 435. 
Terebenthene, electrolysis of, 479. 

lee vorotary, action of alcohol and 

sulphuric acid on, 559. 

las vorotary, from French turpentine 

oil, 659. 

monohydrate, 479. 

— hydrate, 559. 

Terephthalic acid, dibromo-, and its 
salts, 632. 

Terpene, laevorotary, from French tur- 
pentine oil, changes produced by hy- 
dration and dehydration in, 402. 
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Terpene, dihydrochloride, 403. 

hydrate, leevorotary, 402. 

monochlorhydrate, 403. 

Terpenes, hydration of, 264. 

Tertiary aromatic bases, compounds of 
benzotrichloride with, 239. 

bases, ferro- and fern- cyanides of 

certain, 98 

butyl cyanato, 228. 

Tefcrabromodibenzylene - paradimethyl- 
phenylamine, 879. 
Tetracetodioxybenzhydrol, 658. 
Tetracctylquinide, 317. 

Tetracrylic acid, monochloro-, behaviour 
of, on fusion, 630. 

Tetrahednte from HuaHanca, Peru, 
220 

Teirahydroxytriphenylmethane, 644. 
Tetramethylammonium nitrate, forma- 
tion of, 545. 

Tetramethyldiajnidodiphenylmethane, 

108. 

Tetramethyldiamidotriphenylmethane, 

40. 

Tetramethylmetephenylenediamine, ac- 
tion of bromacetylbenzene on, 639. 

and its salts, 111. 

Tetramethylparaphenylenediamine, ac- 
tion of oxidising agents on. 111. 

colouring matters obtained by the 

oxidation of. 111. 

Tetramethylplieny lenedinmin e ferrocya- 
nides, 99. 

Tetramethyltolylenediamine, 109. 
Tetraphenol, or furfurane, 663. 
Tetraphenylethane, vapour-density of, 
679. 

Tetraphenylethylene, 558. 

Tetrathionio acid, 215. 

Tetrethylcholanic acid, 723. 

Tetrethvl citrate, 36. 

Tetrolio acid, action of phosphorus 
pentaehlonde on, 626, 

and its homologues, 625. 

Thapsia, false, or cluka, resin from, 
718. 

Thapsia garganica , 718. 

Thapsic acid, 718. 

Thaumasite, 16. 

Thermal absorption of flames, 206. 
Thermobarograph, 783. 

Th&ixnoehemical researches, 363. 
Thermochemistry of cuprous chloride, 
208. 

Thermoelectric properties of liquids, 
431. 

Thermometer electro-capillary, 205. 
Thiacetic acid, derivatives of, 33. 
Thiacetomethylamlide, 557. 
Tbiacetotoluidides, two isomeric, melting 
points of, 557- 
Tbiamides, 556. 


Thiocarbamide, action of monochlor- 
ocetylcarbamide on, 631. 

action of monochloracotyldimethyl- 

carbamide on, 631. 

di-isobutyl-, 548. 

dmaphthyl-, 245. 

diorthotolyl-, 244. 

lactyl-, 312. 

mono- and di-anisyl-, 642. 

monobromophenjl-, 634. 

monophonyl-, action of alcoholic 

ammonia on, 44. 

phenylbromophonyl-, 634. 

propionyl-, 312. 

— tertiary amyl-, 548. 

tertiary butyl-, 648. 

tolyl-, ortho- and para-, 386. 

toljlethyl-, ortho- and para-, 387. 

tolylphenyl-, ortho- and para-, 

387. 

Thiocarbamides, aromatic, 44. 
Thiocarbimide, acetoxy-, 659. 

aoetoxyphenyl-, 388. 

amidophenyl-, 388. 

bromophenyl-, 633. 

chloromtrophenyl-, 387. 

anilidophenyl-, 388. 

ohlorophenyl-, 387. 

base from, 388. 

ethoxyphenyl-, 388. 

— ■ — phenyl-phenyl-, 389. 

tertiary amyl-, 548. 

Thiocarbimides, a series of aromatic 
bases isomeric with, 387. 

ohlorophenyl-, 388. 

Thiocyanates, use of, in calico printing, 
358. 

Thiodiglvcollic acid* 236. 

Thiodikctic acid, new method of propar- 
ing, 238. 

Thioformobromanilide, 634. 

Tliioglycolhc acid, characteristic reaction 
of, 236. 

nitroso-, and its salts, 630. 

Thiohydantom, action of chlorine and 
bromine on, 631, 

decomposition of, by barium, hy- 
drate, 236. 

dibromo-, 631. 

formula of, 45. 

synthesis of, 877. 

Thiohydantomsj formulas of, 44. 
Thiophenol, action of sulphuric acid on, 
810. 

ThioBulphonates, synthesis of ethoreal 
salts of, 812. 

Thiotetrapyridine, action of dilute nitric 
acid on, 672. 

* distillation of, with metallic copper, 

Thomsonite, lintonite, and other forms 
of, 535. 
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Thymol, nitro-, action of nitric acid on 
the me tlij 1 other of, 883. 

action of, on monockloracotic acid, 

393. 

influence of, on germination, 336. 

liquid, 892. 

ethers of, products of the oxidation 

of the, 246. 

monobromo", methyl ether of, 884. 

nitroso-, crystalline form of, 548. 

Thymolcarboxyhc acid, 889. 
Thymolglycollainide, 889. 
Thymolglycollio acids and their salts, 
888 . 

Thymoxyaeetio arid, 393. 

Thulia, 7. 

Thulium, 7. 

Tin, chemical composition of the hy- 
drated oxides of, 849. 

Clarke’s method for the separation 

of, from arsenic and antimony, 289. 
Tinctures, analytical examination of, 
194. 

Tinning solution, 425. 

Titanatos from Sm&land, 15. 
Titaniferous iron ore, 15. 

Titanium tetrachloride, compound of, 
with acetic chloride, 624. 

Tobacco, influence of manures on the 
combustibility of, 417. 

Italian, improvement of, 200. 

manured, amount of chlorine in, 

417. 

combustibility of, 417. 

Tokay wines, analysis of, 833. 

Tolane, oxidation of, 259. 

dibromide, 259. 

tetrachloride, peculiar formation 

of, 259. 

Tolueue, a new base obtained by the 
perchlorination of, 387. 

and its derivatives, action of bro- 
mine on, 878. 

orthonitro-, anthronilic acid from, 

648. 

paradiamido-, 162, 

a-Toluenedisulphonio acid, constitution 
of, 889. 

Toluenedilhiaeetie acid, 33. 
Toluenemetasulpkonic acid, Beekurt’s, 
810. 

Toluenemonosulphonio acids, 256. 
a-Toluic alcohol, amines corresponding 
with, 241. 

Toluidine, carbamides derived from, 245. 
compounds of, with mercuric bro- 
mide and iodide, 632. 

— — crude, estimation of metatoluidine 
in, 110. 

dibromo-, 879. 

dinitro-, symmetrical, preparation 

of, 636. 

VOL. XXXVIII. 


Toulidine, nitro-, crystalline form of, 
105. 

Toluidines, dimethyl-, action of benz- 
aldehyde on, 636. 

Toluquinone, trihydroxy-, 114. 
a-Toluylamide (phenylacetamido), his- 
tory of, 650. 

Tolyl chloride, 161. 

Tolyldimethylamidophenylsulphone, 108. 
Tolylenediamines, 162. 

Tolylglycocine, 713. 

Tolylphenol, 161. 

Tolylphosphinic acid, 641. 
TolyphosphorouB acid, 641. 
Tolylurethane, 713. 

Tonga, 836. 

Trachytes, minerals contained in certain, 
from the ravine of Kiveau Grande-, at 
Mont Dore, 225. 

Transpiration of plants, influence of 
nutritive material on, 335. 

Trap of West Rock, New Haven, Conn., 
U.S., composition of, 636. 

Trees, light, shade, and soil, studied in 
their influence on the growth of, 566. 

quantity and distribution of water 

in, 912. 

sap of, and specific- gravity of their 

wood, 912. 

Tropelnes, 714. 

Triace tonamine, products of oxidation 
of, 101. 

chromates, 101. 

Triacetyl-cotoin, 326. 
Triacetyl-phlobaphene, 650. 
TriaHylamine, 99. 

Triaitosperma ficifolut , 721. 
Trianospermin, 722. 

Tribenzoyhnorphine, 407. 
Tribenzoylphlobaphene, 650. 

Triealcium phosphate, pure, snpeiphos- 
phafces from, 141. 

Triearballylic acid, 864. 

occurrence of, in beet juice, 

36. 

Tricarbopyridenic acid and its salts, 895. 
Trichloracetic cyanide, 85. 

action of hydrochloric arid 

on, 85. 

Trichloracetylcarboxylic arid, 35. 
Tridecylic acid, 34. 

Triethyl citrate and its derivatives, 86. 
Tri-isobutylene, 230. 

oxidation of, 230. 

Trimellitic acid, 265. 

anhydride, 265. 

Trimethylamido-phenolammonium chlo- 
ride, 638. 

Trimethylamine, commercial, 159. 

from beet-root molasses, 233. 

thermochemistry of, 787. 

Trimethylcarbamine and its salts, 545. 

4 l 
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Trim ethyTmetaphenylenediamine , trim- 

tro-, 111. 

Trimetbylnitmohenolanunonium, 637 . 

■ . ■ ■ iodide and its salts, 638. 
Trimethylparamidobenzeneaulphonic 
acid, 322. 

Trimethylparaphenylenediamine, 111. 
Trim ethylparaplienylenediamineiiitroBa- 

mine, nitro-, 111. 
Trimethyltriamidobenzene, 111. 

diacetyl-derivative of. 111. 

Trinitrazoxyphenetol, 467. 

Trioxymaleie acid and its salts, 876. 
Trioxymethylene, 26. 

Triphenylarsine, 897. 

■ — sulphide, 897. 

Triphenylbenzene, vapour-density of, 
679. 

Triphenylcarbinol, tetrametbyldiamido-, 
40. 

Triphenylcarbinolorthocarboxylic acid, 
660. 

Tripbenylethylamine, 242. 

hydrochloride, 241. 

Triphenylmethane, amido- and its salts, 
661. 

derivatives of phenolphthaleln, 653. 

diamido-, 39, 661, 813. 

diamido-, and its salts, 661. 

diamido-, compound of, -with ben- 
zene, 662. 

— — diamido-, oxidation of, 662. 

metanitro-diamido-, oxidation of, 

663. 

tetrametbyldiamido-, 40. 

triamido- (peeudoieucaniline), a 

new, 662. 

Triphenylmethanecarboxylic acid, 660. 

a-dichloro-, 655. 

Trisulphodiphenyl hyponitrite, 477. 
Trifchiobasie mercuric sulphate, 157. 
Tropic acid, artificial formation of, 

■ 472. 

ohloro-, 472. 

Tropidin e676. 

platinoch loride, 675. 

Tubes, sealed, oven for heating, 846. 
Tungstates, reaction of, in presence of 
mannitol, 30. 

Tungsten, estimation of, in steel, and in 
their alloys with iron, 288. 
Tungsten-bronze, 157 
Tungsten-manganese bronze, 199. 
Tuniein, 233. 

Turf, nitrogen in, 344. 

Turnips, composition of two varieties of, 
917. 

influence of soluble and insoluble 

phosphates as manure for, 186. 
Turpentine, atmospheric oxidation of, 


Turpentine, hydrochloride, action of 
sodium on, 669. 

Tyrosine, constitution of, 473. 

formation of hydroparacoumarie 

acid from, 254. 

in potatoes, 342. 


u. 

Ulmie compounds formed from sugar 
by the action of acidB, 638. 

synthesis of, 482. 

Ultramarine, 155. 

compounds, 217, 367. 

green, action of silver nitrate on, 

368. 

silver-, decomposition of, 367. 

Ultra-violet absorption spectra of ethe- 
real salts of nitric and nitrous acids, 
202 . 

rays of the spectra, absorption 

of, by organic substances, 430. 
Umbeliol, 670. 

Undecylic acid, conversion of laurio acid 
into, 34. 

Unsaturated compounds, addition of 
oxygen to, 231. 

Uraninite (pitchblende) from Branch- 
ville, Conn., U.S., chemical composi- 
tion of, 630. 

Uranium, fluorine compounds of, 863. 

minerals from North Carolina, 96. 

oxide, precipitation of, by ammo- 
nia, 189. 

oxyfluo-compounds, combination 

of, with fluorides of the alkali metals, 
794. 

separation of iron from, 189. 

Uranotil, 96. 

Urea, estimation of, 513. 

estimation of, by sodium hjpo- 

bromite, 681. 

estimation of, in urine, 513. 

pure, preparation of, 681. 

quantitative eatimation of, 681. 

platiuoehlonde, 104. 

Ureides, eontribution to the knowledge 
of, 631. 

Urethane, hemithiobromophonyl-, 634. 

metatolvl-, 713. 

orthotolyl-, 245. 

thiobromopheuyl-, 634. 

Urine, estimation of urea in, 613. 

indican from, 46. 

normal, some ingredients of, 907. 

of herbivora, source of hippurie 

acid on, 173. 

of herbivorous animals, occurrence 

of a reducing substance in, 332. 
Urusito, 616. 
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Valoraldehyde, action of acetic chlo- 
ride on, 459. 

Valerio acid from active amyl alcohol, 
628. 

• normal, lactone of, 799. 

amido-, (amidodimethylacetie 

acid), 101. 

Valerylene, transformation of, into cy- 
mene and hydrocarbons of the ben- 
zene series, 710. 

Vanadates, a new property of, 527. 
Vanadinite, 15. 

Vanillin from sugar, 864. 

occurrence of, in certain kinds of 

raw sugar, 467, 646. 

Vapour, variation of the tension of, 
emitted above and below the point 
of fusion, 605. 

Vapour-densities, Meyer’s method of 
determining, 841. 

modification of Meyer’s ap- 
paratus for the determination of, 
481. 

observations on, 433. 

of anhydrous and hydrated 

formic and acetic acids, 868. 

of selenium and tellurium, 

847. 

of the alkali-metals, 434. 

Vapour-density apparatus, V. Meyer’s 
modification of, 743. 

determinations in the vapour 

of phosphorus pentasulphide, 679. 
determinations, Meyer’s, 824. 

— of iodine, 606, 788, 846. 

of isoindole, 660. 

of stannous chloride, 219. 

of the viscous polymeride of 

isobutaldehyde, 620. 

Vapour- tension of the halogen-deriva- 
tives of ethane, 618. 

Vapours, mixed, critical point of, 842. 

of Baline solutions, tension of, 

211 . 

— saturated, comparison of the curves 
of the tension of, 435. 

saturated, relations between the 

pressures, temperatures, and densities 
of, 692. 

— — temperature of decomposition of, 
209, 293. 

Vaseline, 930. 

Vegetable ducts, functions of, 911. 

— — matter, permeation of, by water, 
823. 

substances, estimation of albumi- 
noids in, 852. 

Vegetables, existence of ammonia in, 
568. 

Vegetation, effect of acid gases on, 496, 
497. 

Veratrum viride, 170. 


Vesbine, 445. 

Vesbium, 445, 611. 

Vetch, common, growth of, 567. 

Vine, ash of different parts of, 183. 

Vine disease, mode of action of sulphur 
as a remedy against, 281. 

Vinegar, formation of, by bacteria, 
334. 

Vines, diseased, composition of leaves of, 
416. 

raising of, from seed, 418. 

researches on the bleeding of, 

133. 

Vitriol exits, direct method of testing, 
for nitrogen compounds, 746. 

Volcanic ash from Cotopaxi, 97. 

dust which fell January 4th, 1880, " 

at Dominica, 453. 

glass, capillary, of Kilauea, Hawaii, 

called Pq14’s hair, composition of, 
536. 

Volcanos of Ernici in the Valle del Sacco 
(Rome), lavas of, 226. 

Volhard’s permanganate method of ti- 
trating manganese, 585. 

Voltaic condenser, a new, 521. 

pile, constant and powerful, 686. 

Volume, influence of, in the preparation 
of ozone, 90. 

Volumes of solutions of hydrated salts, 
relation of, to their water of compo- 
sition, 212. 


w. 

Waste liquids, injury to fisheB by, 490. 
Water, a peculiar, 691. 

action of, on lead piping, 198. 

action of, on silicon and boron 

fluorides, 435. 

action of, on zinc and lead, 766. 

analysis, 139. 

decomposition of, 686. 

detection of, in alcohol and ether, 

679. 

estimation of oxygen dissolved in, 

421. 

filtered through dry soil, calcium 

carbonate in, 59. 

from sugar works, purification of, 

930. 

hard and soft, effect of, on the 

brewing of beer, 593. 

impure, influence of, on the health, 

488. 

industrial effluent, injurious effect 

of, on soils and plants, 497. 

influence of the supply of, on the 

elimination of nitrogenised decompo- 
sition products, 818. 

4 6 a 
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"Water, lowering of the freezing point 
of, by pressure, 845. 

method for determining the tem- 
porary hardness of, 923. 

— methods for indicating the pre- 
sence of organic matter m, 290. 

of the Ferdinandfebrunn quelle at 

Manenbad, Bohemia, 306. 

of the Oberbrunnen, Flinsberg, 

Silesia, 22 6. 

of the River Tartly, 21. 

refuse-, purification of, 830. 

specific heat of, 601. 

which accompanied the volcanic 

dust which fell January 4th, 1880, at 
Dominica, 453. 

Wator-gas system, Strong’s, 930. 

Waters, estimation of organic nitrogen 
in, 62. 

four, for Turin, analyses of, 591. 

notes on some analyses of, 62. 

— of County Dublin, 766. 

Wax, detection of, 763. 

Weldon manganese “mud” and some 
similar compounds, composition of, 
219, 868, 611, 704. 

process, composition and analysis 

of the binoxide of manganese re- 
covered in, 528. 

Wheat, manuring experiments with, 
508,738, 922. 

oiled, detection of, 929. 

Whey, a new albuminoid in, 274. 

White of egg, non-identity of the albu- 
minoids of crystallin with, 815. 

Wine, adulterated, physiological influ- 
ence of, 174. 

adulteration of, 191. 

analysis, 586, 680. 

detection of salicylic acid in, 

352. 

detection of sulphurous acid in, 

680. 

estimation of glycerol in, 612. 

foreign colouring matters in, 

191. 

free tartaric acid in, 775. 

inversion of beet-sugar for, 883. 

preparation of, 200. 

red, detection of rosanilino in, 

680. 

tannin in, 775. 

tartar and tartaric acid in, 774. 

— time of first drawing of, 517. 

valuation of, 421. 

Wine-extract, estimation of, 515, 928. 
Wines, red, artificial colouring of, 

927. 

Tokay, analyses of, 833. 

Wood, destructive action of, on salicylic 
acid, 520. 

Wood’s metal, specific gravity of, 679. 


Woody fibre estimation, 588. 

Wool, products ol tho oxidation of, 
460. 


X. 

Xanthic acid as a precipitant for albu- 
min, 765. 

Xylene derivatives, 552. 

Xylic acid, its preparation and deriva- 
tives, 252. 

Xylophosphinic acid, 641. 
Xylophosphoroue acid, 641. 

Xyloquinol, 553. 

chloro-, 553. 

Xyloquinone, 553. 

Xylylamido, 252. 

Xylylamlide, 252. 

Xylylic chloride, 252. 


Y. 

Yeast, amount of, formed during fer- 
mentation, 728. 

application of potatoes and un- 
dried malt in the preparation of, 
200 . 

estimation of the value of raw 

material in the preparation of, 833. 

experiments on various kinds of, 

833. 

improvements in treatment of. 

777. 

lecithin and nuclein in, 816. 

malt combings a source of, 618. 

pressed, no as a material for, 

777. 

souring of, 518. 

Yerba mama , essential oil of, 721. 

Yew, chemistry ol, 899. 

Ytterbia, 704. 

Ytterbium, atomic weight and charac- 
teristic salts of, 703. 

Yttria-group, spectra of tho cart lib 
of, 7. 


Z. 

Zinc, action of water on, 766. 

actual state of the estimation of. 

748. 

arsenates of, 216, 217. 

existence of, in all primarv rocks 

and in sea waters of all ages, 708. 

tinning, 425. 

valuation of, 826. 
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Zinc, with iridium, ruthenium, and rho- 
dium, action of acids on alloys of, 
707. 

ammonium oxide, 852. 

cadmium, and copper, separation 

of, 748. 

oxide, characteristics of, 701. 

in alkaline solutions, 852. 


Zinc, potassium oxide, 852. 

sodium oxide, 852. 

Zinc-blende from Rothenburg, analysis 
of, 857. 

Zinc-dust, valuation of, 826. 
Zinnwaldite, 533. 

Zircon from the Isergebirge, 869. 
Zirconium derivatives, 6. 


ERRATA. 


Page 

69 

110 

182 

248 

249 

330 

465 

856 " 

858 

860 


Line 

22 for criticised read confirmed. 

25 „ but „ and that. 

13 and 14 from bottom, for dimethyl-p-phenylenediamine ethoxamate 
read ethylic dime thy l-^-phenjlenediamine-oxamate. 

In the table at bottom of the page, cols. 3 and 4 give sp. heat of equal 
weights of the soil, cols. 5 and 6 that of equal vols. 

13 from bottom, dele “ Acid.” 

16 from top, for dimethyl melhylpyrogallate read dimethylic methyl- 
pyrogallate. 

8 In this abstract for “ fibrin ” read “ fibre ” or “ cellulose.” 

5 for liypochlorous* read hydrochloric. 

18 „ iodide „ chloride. 

2 from top, for IIS!, read — -5. 

2 2 

1 „ dele" and.” 

8 » f or ” Huitzucs ” read “ Ruitzuc.” 

21 „ „ 9T8 read 018. 

22 „ „ 2*99 „ 2*92. 


* This error occurs in the original paper. 
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